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ten   weeks,   and    became   what    was   in   those   days    1 
called  a  husbandman,  while  it  also  appears  on  the   ; 
records  of  a  petition  on  a  bill  in  Boston,  Mass.,  that 
he  was  a  merchant  some  time  in  the  year  1637.    To-   1 
"ether   with    Eaton  and   Davenport  and   others   he 
came  to  New  ilaven  in  the  interests  of  the  Colony, 
to   choose   a   suitable   location    for   settlement,   and 
Quinnipiack,  in  what  is  now  the  town  of  North  Ha-   ; 
ven,  was  selected  as  the  most  suitable  spot.     They 
built  some  log  houses,  and  left  seven  men  in  charge,    i 
to  remain  over  the  winter,  the  remainder  of  the  party   j 
returning  to  Boston.     In   1638  this  William  Tuttle 
came  with  his  family  to  what  is  now  New  Haven   \ 
and   settled  on   a   lot  of   land   on   the   square  now 
bounded  by  Grove,  State,  Elm  and  Church  streets,  it 
being  one  of  eight  allotments  into  which  the  square 
was  divided ;  and  it  was  on  a  part  of  this  purchase 
that  the  subject  of  our  sketch  was  living  at  the  time 
of  his  death. 

Jonathan  Tuttle,  son  of  William,  was  born,  it  is 
supposed,  in  1637,  and  the  church  records  of  his 
birthplace,  Charlestown,  !Mass.,  show  that  he  was 
ba]>tized  July  8,  that  year.  About  1670  he  began  a 
.settlement  at  what  is  now  the  town  of  North  Haven. 
I'or  many  years  the  planters  there  attended  church 
and  buried  their  tlead  at  New  Haven.  Jonathan 
Tuttle  built  a  bridge,  known  as  the  "Tuttle  bridge," 
over  the  Ouinnij)iack  river  at  North  Haven,  and  by 
a  decree  of  the  coun  he  was  allowed  to  collect  two- 
pence in  money  for  each  man  and  horse  crossing  the 
bridge,  and  threepence  in  barter,  exceptions  being 
made  in  the  cases  of  deputies  going  to  and  from 
court.  He  was  also  permitted  to  take  moderate 
compensation  for  refreshments  of  any  kind  (except 
strong  drinks)  furnished  by  him  to  travelers.  In 
February,  1704-05,  he  consigned  to  his  brother  Jo- 
seph a  one-sixth  part  of  three  divisions  that  were 
left  to  him  by  his  father  in  a  land  grant.  Jonathan 
Tuttle  died  in  1707,  and  in  the  following  year  his 
son  Simon  was  appointed  administrator  of  his  es- 
tate. 

Simon  Tuttle,  mentioned  in  the  foregoing,  was, 
according  to  various  Nonh  Haven  records,  bom 
March  11,  1671,  and  his  gravestone  is  the  oldest  in 
the  North  Haven  burial  ground.  He  died  July  6, 
1725,  the  owner  of  eighty-four  acres  in  the  Blue 
Hills,  near  JMt.  Carmel.  and  his  estate  was  valued 
at  £847. 

Isaiah  Tuttle,  son  of  Simon,  was  born  July  10, 
1704,  was  an  ensign  in  1737,  a  deacon  of  the  Con- 
gregational Church,  a  justice  of  the  peace,  and  much 
employed  in  settling  estates.  He  lived  in  New  Ha- 
ven for  thirty-five  years. 

Jonathan  Tuttle.  son  of  Isaiah,  born  May  19, 
17-8,  settled  in  the  southwest  corner  of  the  town  of 
Wallingford,  near  the  foot  of  the  Blue  Hills.  He 
died  May  29,  1793,  aged  sixty-live  years. 

David  Justus  Tuttle.  son  of  Jonathan,  and  the 
grandfather  of  our  subject,  was  Ixjrn  Jan.  27,  1765, 
in  the  town  of  Hamden,  New  Haven  countv,  in  the 


vicinity  of  Mt.  Carmel.     He  married  Polly  Tuttle, 
and  their  soii,  Jesse,  served  in  the  war  of  1812. 

Julius  Tuttle,  son  of  David  J.,  and  the  father  of 
our  subject,  was  boni  Dec.  2,  1798,  in  the  town  of 
W'allingford,  and  died  in  February,  1888.  lie 
built  the  Tuttle  homestead  in  New  Haven,  and  lived 
there  for  years.  This  home  is  one  of  the  oldest 
brick  houses  on  the  street.  In  the  forties  Julius 
Tuttle  removed  to  Hamden  township,  after  having 
suffered  the  loss  of  his  house  on  College  street,  New 
Haven,  by  fire.  His  infant  son,  Charles  F.,'was  in 
the  cradle  at  the  time,  and  in  the  fright  and  hurry 
was  forgotten.  Several  Yale  students  entered  the 
burning  building  and  rescued  the  child,  and,  taking 
him  to  the  old  North  College,  cared  for  him  until 
he  was  returned  to  his  distracted  family. 

Charles  F.  Tuttle  (son  of  Julius),  whose  name 
opens  this  sketch,  at  an  early  age  entered  the  John 
E.  Lovell  school,  and  finished  his  education  at  the 
"Gunnery,"  at  Washington,  Conn.  On  completing 
his  studies  he  entered  the  grocery  store  of  Howard 
Ensign,  brother  of  the  late  Wooster  Ensign.  Sub- 
sequently he  was  clerk  for  John  B.  Beecher,  an  old 
merchant  of  Broadway,  and  later  of  the  Ives-Beech- 
er  Co.  of  New  York.  In  1848  the  Tuttle  business 
was  established  in  Broadway  by  ^^'illiam  Tuttle 
(brother  of  our  subject),  who  died  several  years 
ago.  Charles  F.  Tuttle  was  then  clerk.  In  a  few 
years  William  Tuttle  was  succeeded  by  another 
brother,  Allen,  who  died  in  1861.  Allen  Tuttle  re- 
tired in  1856,  and  Charles  F.  Tuttle  became  the 
sole  proprietor  and  continued  the  business  for  for- 
ty-five years. 

Mr.  Tuttle  died  of  paralysis  Sept.  30,  1899,  at 
his  residence.  No.  122  College  street.  He  was  a 
conservative  business  man,  upright  in  his  dealings 
and  well-liked :  contributed  much  for  charity ;  but 
never  favored  having  his  name  exposed  in  connec- 
tion with  his  giving;  and  gave  largely  to  Christ 
Church,  where  the  family  attend,  and  to  other  insti- 
tutions. He  was  kind-hearted,  and  helped  finan- 
cially many  who  were  experiencing  business  re- 
verses. Sociallv  he  was  a  meniiber  of  the  F.  &  A. 
M..  Hiram  Lodge,  and  also  of  New  Haven  Com- 
niandery,  Knights  Templar.  Mr.  Tuttle  took  much 
pleasure  in  driving,  and  made  frequent  trips  to  his 
large  farm  in  Hamden.  while  nearlv  every  day,  for 
several  >'ears.  during  the  summer,  he  would  visit 
his  summer  home  at  Stony  Creek,  among  the  Thim- 
ble Islands,  where  his  family  was  sojourning.  In 
1856  Mr.  Tuttle,  in  company  with  Philip  Pinker- 
man  and  Jas.  King,  an  aeronaut,  ascended  in  a  bal- 
[Toon  from  New  Haven  "Green;"  thev  sailed  over  the 
Sound  and  drifted  to  a  point  of  land  on  Governor's 
Island,  one  of  the  Thimble  Islands,  which  Mr.  Tut- 
tle subsequently  bought,  and  which  is  now  in  the 
'  possession  of  the  family.  This  was  the  first  ballcn^n 
seen  in  New  Haven. 

In  1857  Mr.  Tuttle  married  Mary  C,  daughter 
of  Clark  Sperry,  and  they  had  one  child,  Charles 
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Allen,  born  Nov.  30,  1858,  who,  with  his  mother,  is 
now  living  at  the  old  home,  which  is  surrounded  by 
Yale  College.  This  land,  or  allotment,  was  where 
Yale  College  was  first  founded,  and  for  thirty  years 
^v■as  the  only  land  owned  by  the  Yale  Association ; 
in  fact  it  was  one  of  a  long  series  of  purchases  ex- 
tending through  a  period  of  one  hundred  years. 
This  land  has  been  in  the  possession  of  only  five 
.parties  since  its  original  purchase  from  the  Indians. 
William  Tuttle  being  the  last  before  it  went  into 
the  possession  of  Yale  College. 

Chakles  Allen  Tuttle,  son  of  Charles  F.  Tut- 
tle, was  born  Nov.  30,  1S5S,  and  educated  at  the 
Episcopal  Academy,  Cheshire,  Conn.,  from  which 
institution  he  was  graduated  in  1878.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  class  of  1884  at  Yale  College.  In 
1882  he  was  one  of  the  founders  of  the  Xew  Haven 
Morning  A'cxi's,  and  was  associated  with  that  paper 
three  years;  then  was  engaged  as  a  general  broker 
in  New  Haven  from  1885  to  i88g,  after  which  he 
v/as  associated  with  his  father  in  business.  He 
is  now  retired. 

Charles  A.  Tuttle  has  been  twice  married.  On 
April  I,  1888,  he  wedded  Florence  I.  Graham,  of 
New  Haven,  who  died  Jan.  12,  1890.  On  Oct.  15, 
1893,  Mr.  Tuttle  married  (second)  Juliet  Vibbert 
Gibbons,  of  Middletown,  Conn.  Mr.  Tuttle  has 
traveled  extensively,  and  is  of  a  literary  turn  of 
mind,  very  popular,  and,  withal,  public-spirited  and 
generous. 

ALBERT  FORBES,  a  well-known  market  gar- 
dener and  dairy  farmer  of  East  Flaven.  was  born  in 
,  that  town  on  the  farm  where  Alexander  Richmond 
•now  resides,  July  15,  1825,  and  is  a  son  of  Samuel 
Forbes,  who  was  also  born  in  East  Haven,  in  1790. 
The  grandfather,  Samuel  Forbes,  Sr.,  was  a  na- 
tive of  Halifax,  Nova  Scotia,  and  a  sea  captain, 
commanding  a  vessel  running  between  this  coun- 
try and  the  West  Indies.  He  married  Elizabeth 
Auger,  and  was  lost  at  sea  when  the  father  of  our 
subject  was  but  eight  years  old.  In  his  family 
were  three  children,  the  others  being  Amy  and 
Mary.  Throughout  life  Samuel  Forbes,  Jr.,  fol- 
lowed the  occupation  of  a  fanner,  and  soon  after 
his  marriage  removed  to  the  farm  where  our  sub- 
ject was  'born.  He  married  Betsey  Forbes,  daugh- 
ter of  EH  Forbes,  both  of  whom  were  natives  of 
East  Haven,  and  she  was  third  in  order  of  birth 
in  a  family  of  five  children,  namely:  Morris, 
Isaac,  Betsey,  Almira,  and  Sally,  who  died  young. 
She  died  in  1873,  ^t  the  age  of  eighty-three  years, 
and  her  husband  in  1874,  at  the  age  of  eighty- 
four.  They  had  five  children:  Albert,  our  sub- 
ject; Sarah,  wife  of  Isaac  Culver,  living  near  Fair 
Haven;  Jennette,  who  died  in  1883;  Jemme.  who 
died  young;  and  Jerome  (2nd),  who  died  in  1884. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  attended  the  com- 
mon schools  of  East  Haven  and  Joseph  Rodgers' 
private  scliool  on  Townsend  avenue.  He  remained 
with  his  father  upon  the  home  farm  until  thirty- 


'  two  years  of  age,  and  in  1854  erected  the  house 
which  he  still  occupies.  He  has  successfully  en- 
gaged in  market  gardening  and  dairy  fanning,  and 
m  1849  was  owner  of  the  sailing  vessel  "Friend- 
j  ship,"  which  was  destroyed  by  fire  at  sea  while  on 
a  voyage  to  the  Sandwich  Islands  that  vear. 

^Ir.  Forbes  was  married,  April  8,  1857,  to  Miss 
Harriet  C.  Hemingway,  of  Fair  Haven,  who  was 
born  in   1832,  and  they  had  two  children:     Eliza- 
beth  A.,  now  the  wife  of  Clift'ord  Street ;  and  Sarah, 
I  who  died   in    1882,  at  the   age   of   thirteen   years. 
!  Politically  Mr.   Forbes   is  a  Jacksonian  Democrat, 
I  and   has   filled   the   office   of   selectman    in   a   most 
I  creditable    and    satisfactory    manner.       Honorable 
1  and  upright   in   all   his   dealings   he  has  met  with 
!  well-deserved  success  in  life,  and  can  say  what  few 
men  can,  that  he  has  never  borrowed  a  dollar  dur- 
ing  his   entire   life.      He   is   highly   respected   and 
esteemed   by   all   who  know   him    for  his   sterling 
worth  and  strict  integrity. 

I        JAMES  TOOTHE,  foreman  of  the  soldering 
'  department  of  the  Meriden  Britannia  factory,  is  one 
■  of  the  city's  best  known  and  highly  esteemed  citi- 
zens.    A  native  of  England,  he  was  bom  Feb.  12, 
1842,  in  the  great  industrial  city  of  Birmingham, 
son    of    Thomas  and  Jane    (Ward)    Toothe,   the 
former  of  whom  was  a  son  of  James  Toothe,  also 
;  of  Birmingham,  who  in  turn  was  a  son  of  a  Thom- 
as Toothe,  who  followed  the  trade  of  shoemakir 
in  that  city,  where  he  was  known  as  a  respected 
citizen   and   consistent   member  of   the   Church  of 
England. 

Thomas  Toothe,  son  of  James,  was  born  in  1802, 
and  learned  the  trade  of  metal  spinner,  at  which  he 
worked  for  a  number  of  years.  In  his  native  city 
he  married  Jane  Ward,  who  was  born  in  Birming- 
ham, daughter  of  William  Ward,  a  bricklayer, 
both  of  whom  died  in  Birmingham.  There  were 
ten  children  born  to  Thomas  and  Jane  Toothe, 
namely :  William,  who  is  vice-president  of  the 
Nathan  ^lanufacturing  Co.,  of  New  York,  whose 
daughter,  Jennie  Ward  Toothe,  married  Dr.  O.  J. 
D.  Hughes,  consul  general  at  Coburg,  Germany; 
Charles,  who  is  a  metal  spinner  and  resides  in 
\\'allingford;  James,  of  this  biography;  Henry,  a 
traveling  salesman,  who  resides  in  Brooklyn,  N. 
Y. ;  Thomas,  who  died  in  infancy;  Thomas  (2), 
who  diied  in  infancy;  Mary,  who  died  young; 
Sophia,  who  died  unmarried ;  Sarah  ^Maria  Eliza- 
beth, who  died  at  the  age  of  eight  vears :  and  Al- 
fred, who  died  young.  The  mother  of  these  chil- 
dren was  a  consistent  and  worthy  member  of  the 
Church  of  England,  and  was  ever  a  devoted  wife 
and  loving  mother.  After  her  death,  in  her  native 
city,  Mr.  Toothe  with  his  sons  emigrated  to  Amer- 
ica and  located  in  Meriden.  Conn.,  where  the  re- 
mainder of  his  life  was  passed.  Here  he  died  in 
1882  after  some  years  of  retirement  from  active 
life,  and  his  remains  repose  in  West  cemetery.  He 
was  a  devoted  member  of  the  Established  Church 
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in  his  native  country,  and  always  attended  the  Epis- 
copal Church  in  Meriden.  His  simple,  gentleman- 
ly demeanor  won  the  respect  of  all  who  knew  him. 
James  Toothe,  son  of  Thomas,  received  his 
early  education  in  the  school  conducted  b\"  the  Bap- 
tist Church,  experience,  however,  completing-  his 
in-truction.  At  the  age  of  fourteen  years  he  start- 
ed to  learn  the  Britannia  business,  and  served  an 
apprenticeship  of  seven  years,  following  w'hich  he 
worked  as  a  journeyman  in  his  native  land,  -re- 
ceiving excellent  wages  as  he  was  competent  to  do 
g-ood  work.  His  brothers  were  already  established 
in  America,  and  in  1871  he  came  also,  spending 
a  short  time  in  New  York  City,  and  coming  thence 
to  Meriden,  where  he  has  resided  for  the  past  thirty 
years.  Mr.  Toothe  has  been  all  this  time  identi- 
fied with  the  Britannia  Co.,  of  that  city,  his  effi- 
ciency being  recognized  by  his  appointment,  in 
1895,  as  foreman  in  the  soldering  department,  and 
for  the  past  seven  years  he  has  capably  filled  a 
position  requiring  close  and  careful  attention,  com- 
plete knowledge  of  details,  and  considerable  ex- 
ecutive ability. 

In  1864  Air.  Toothe  was  married,  at  St.  Ann's 
Church,  in  Birmingham,  England,  to  Lucy  Baker, 
who  was  born  in  that  city,  daughter  of  \\'illiam 
Baker ;  the  latter  lived  to  the  advanced  age  of 
ninety  years,  dying  in  his  Birmingham  home.  Mr. 
Toothe  owns  a  comfortable  home  which  he  built 
on  Linsley  avenue,  in  1884.  and  here  he  and  his 
most  estimable  wife  pass  a  life  of  happiness  and 
contentment,  the  center  of  a  large  circle  of  friends. 
Both  are  members  of  All  Saints'  Episcopal  Church, 
Meriden.  Air.  Toothe  has  taken  part  in  the  political 
life  of  the  city  to  some  extent,  and  in  1S86  was 
elected,  on  the  Republican  ticket,  a  member  of  the 
city  council,  from  the  Third  ward,  serving  most 
efficiently  on  the  Park  and  License  committees. 
Fraternally  he  is  connected  with  Enterprise  Lodge, 
No.  880,  K.  of  Honor,  and  has  been  treasurer  of  that 
organization.  He  is  a  very  pleasant,  agreeable 
gentleman,  domestic  in  his  tastes  and  a  lover  of  his 
•  home.  Both  he  and  his  wife  delight  to  offer  its 
hospitality,  and  they  number  among  their  personal 
friends  the  best  people  in  Meriden. 

DANIEL  COLWELL.  one  of  the  originators 
of  the  great  social  and  benefit  order  of  the  Roman 
Catholics,  the  Knights  of  Columbus,  is  a  well- 
IvHown  business  man  and  public  servant  in  New 
Haven,  Conn.  He  was  born  in  North  Adams, 
Mass.,  July  7,  1848,  a  son  of  Bernard  and  Cath- 
erine  (Reiily)   Col  well. 

Bernard  Colwell  was  born  in  County  Leitrim, 
Province  of  Connaught,  Ireland.  With  a  firm  belief 
m  the  glowing  tales  of  the  opportunities  offered 
to  young  men  in  the  New  World,  Mr.  Colwell 
determined  to  make  an  effort  to  secure  a  new  home 
in  America.  Accordingly  he  crossed  the  Atlantic 
and  located  at  various  places,  finally  moving  to 
Troy,  N.  Y.,  and  in  1846  moving  thence  to  North 


Adams,  Mass.  In  his  early  life  in  Ireland  he  was  a 
weaver,  but  after  coming  to  this  country  he  worked 
.  at  the  trade  of  stone  mason.     When  the  Civil  war 
threatened  to  disrupt  the  L'nion  he  promptly  shoul- 
,  dered  his  musket,  and  went  forth  to  battle  for  his 
I  adopted  land,  being  assigned  to  the  13th  \'t.  \'.  I. 
1  Before  leaving  Ireland  Mr.  Colwell  married  Cath- 
erine Reiily,  who  passed  away  in  North  Adams,  in 
1   1865,   the   mother   of    six   sons  and  one   daughter. 
Of   these   children   we  have   the   following   record : 
Patrick,    born    in    Ireland,   resides     in    Plymouth, 
Mass. ;   Mary  A.,   born  in   Montreal,   Canada,  died 
,   in  Pittsfield,   Mass.,  in   1870;  John,  born   in   Mon- 
I  treal,   died   in   Pittsfield,   Mass.,   in   1893 ; '  Bernard, 
i  born  in  Millerton,  N.  Y.,  was  killed  in  battle  June 
18,    1864;    Reiily,    born    in     Schaghticoke,    N.    Y., 
;  served  in   the  49th   Mass.   V.   I.   in  the  Civil  war, 
■  and    lives    in    Pittsfield.    Mass. ;    William,    born    in 
.   Schaghticoke,  N.  Y.,  resides  in  Pownal,  \'t. ;  Daniel 
Colwell  is  the  subject  of  sketch.     Bernard  Colwell. 
j  the   father,  died   in   1886,  highly  respected  for  his 
I  many   sterling  qualities.     His    family  ancestry   can 

be  traced  back  a  thousand  years  in  Ireland. 
;         Daniel    Colwell    received    his    education    in    the 
j  public  schools,  and  when  quite  young  took  up  the 
burden  of  life  for  himself  by  working  in  a  cotton 
i  factory.     At  the  age  of  fourteen  he  went  to  Wash- 
I  ington  Co.,  N.  Y.,  and  there  was  apprenticed  to  the 
I  boot   maker's   trade.     On   July    15,    1865,   he   came 
to  New  Haven  and  began  work  at  his  trade.     He 
prospered  from  the  start,  and  for  years  kept  a  shoe 
store  in  Congress  avenue. 
I         Mr.    Colwell    has    always    been    interested    in 
public  affairs,  and  since  attaining  his  majority  has 
I  taken  an  active  interest  in  politics.     He  was  elected 
I  town  constable  in  1876,  and  was  continued  in  of- 
{  fice  until  he  resigned  seven  years  later.     For  years 
he    was    court    officer    of    the    Superior    Criminal 
Court,   and   had   charge   of   many   noted   prisoners, 
including    the    Malley    boys.    Anderson,    the    mur- 
I  derer,  and  many  others.     He  was  one  of  the  or- 
I  ganizers  of  the  Sarsfield  Guard,  and  was  also  iden- 
I  tified   with'  the    social   order    known   as    the   "Red 
Knights,"    from    which    sprang   the    great   Catholic 
order  Knights  of  Columbus.     This  last  order,  now 
so  well  known  and  so  strong  throughout  the  coun- 
try, was  organized   for  the  purpose  of  giving  the 
men  of  the  Church  of  Rome  a  social  and  benefit 
order  like  the  Masonic   fraternity  of  the  Protest- 
ants.    In    Mr.    Colwell's    office    was    held    the   first 
meeting  to  perfect  an  organization ;  he  it  was  who 
I  drafted   the  articles   of   incorporation,   and   he   was 
chairman    of    the   committee    that   filed    the   consti- 
1  tution  and  report  of  the  order.     He  was  also  chair- 
i  man    of   the   committee    on     Ritual,    and   prepared 
I  the  original  three  degrees,  and  ceremonies  of  insti- 
I  tution  and  installation.     In   1884  Mr.  Colwell  was 
;  elected  general  secretary  of  the  order,  and  has  ever 
since  held   that   position.     He  is   also    prominently 
I  identified  with  the  Knights  of  St.  Patrick,  of  which 
I  he  is  at  present  the  eflficient  president. 
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On  Dec.  28,  1868,  Daniel  Cohvell  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Miss  Catherine  B.  Mullen,  daugh- 
ter of  Hugh  Mullen,  of  Xew  Haven,  where  she 
was  born.  Seven  children  have  shed  their  bright 
sunshine  on  this  happy  liome :  Edward  B.,  born 
Oct.  28,  1871  ;  Margaret  M.,  May  14,  1873;  Daniel, 
Jr.,  in  1875  (^died  in  1878)  ;  William,  in  1878  (died 
the  same  year)  ;  Francis  A.,  in  1881  :  Catherine  ]., 
March  9,  1883  ;  and  Alice,  Aug.  4,  1885. 

JAMES  C.  KEXWORTHY,  foreman  of  the 
shipping  department  of  Manning,  Bowman  &  Co., 
and  fire  commissioner  of  the  city  of  Meriden,  was 
born  May  26,  1851,  in  Tariffville,  Conn. 

James  Kenworthv,  his  father,  was  a  native  of 
Leeds,  Yorkshire,  England,  where  he  learned  the 
trade  of  silversmith,  and  was  engaged  in  the  manu- 
facture of  German  silver  ware.  There  he  married 
Elizabeth  W'orsley,  who  bore  him  six  children,  all 
of  whom  are  residents  of  Aleriden,  namely:  Sam- 
uel ;  Eda.  widow  of  George  Xoble ;  Mary,  wife  of 
James  Morris  Tolles,  a  police  officer :  Annie,  wife 
of  William  Tyler:  Sarah  (Sadie)  and  James  C. 
The  last  two  were  born  in  Connecticut.  About 
1842  he  left  his  native  home,  with  his  wife  and 
four  children,  crossed  the  Atlantic  on  a  sailing  ves- 
sel and  landed  at  New  York.  Proceeding  at  once 
to  Hartford  Co.,  Conn.,  he  located  at  Spoonville, 
in  the  town  of  East  Granby,  and  began  the  produc- 
tion of  German  silver  forks  and  spoons.  He  was 
the  first  to  introduce  figures  on  these  goods'  in  this 
countr}',  but  did  not  protect  his  invention  by  tak- 
ing out  a  patent,  and  was  shortly  driven  out  of 
the  business  by  other  manufacturers  with  large 
capital.  Selling  out  his  business  to  Charles  Parker, 
of  Meriden,  about  1857,  'he  took  charge  of  the  lat- 
ter's  spoon  shop  at  Yalesville  for  some  years.  For 
a  short  time  he  worked  in  the  Parker  shop  in  Meri- 
den, and  then  went  to  the  Meriden  Silver  Plate 
Co.,  as  a  burnisher.  His  last  years  were  spent  in 
the  service  of  Manning,  Bowman  &  Co.,  and  he 
continued  to  work  every  day  up  to  the  time  of  his 
death,  which  occurred  in  August,  1899,*  at  the 
age  of  eighty  years.  On  the  morning  of  the  day 
he  died,  he  rose  and  prepared  for  work  as  usual, 
but  feeling  somewhat  weak,  returned  to  his  bed, 
where  his  life  passed  out  before  the  dav  was  done. 
His  body  was  interred  in  Walnut  Grove  cemetery. 
His  life  was  modeled  by  Christian  standards,  and 
he  was  universally  respected  as  an  honest  man.  In 
political  matters  he  affiliated  with  the  Democratic 
party.  His  wife  died  Dec.  31,  1891,  and  was  buried 
in  Walnut  Grove  cemetery.  She  was  a  member  of 
the  M.  E.  Church,  a  devoted  wife  and  mother,  a 
good.  Christian  woman. 

James  C.  Kenworthv  was  an  infant  when  his 
parents  removed  to  Meriden,  where  he  attended 
the  district  schools.  At  an  early  age  he  began  to 
learn  the  trade  of  painter  under  Capt.  Barrio,  with 
whom  he  spent  three  years.  After  working  as  a 
journeyman  painter  at  Middletown  three  years,  he 


returned  to  Meriden  and  entered  the  factory  of 
the  Meriden  Silver  Plate  Co.,  and  became  a  burn- 
isher, continuing  in  this  employ  five  years.  His 
connection  with  Manning,  Bowman  &  Co.  began 
in  1877,  and  for  two  years  he  was  engaged  in 
burnishing.  Since  that  time  he  has  been  in  the 
shipping  department,  holding  the  position  of  fore- 
man during  the  past  twenty-three  years.  His  uni- 
form courtesy  and  fair  dealing  have  made  him  alike 
pofKilar  with  employers  and  employes,  and  he  en- 
joys the  good  will  and  respect  of  a  large  circle  of 
acquaintances. 

On  June  4,  1871,  Mr.  Kenworthy  married,  in 
Aleriden,  ^liss  Sophia  Williams,  who  was  bom  in 
Westfield,  Conn.,  daughter  of  the  late  William  and 
Anna  (Hughes')  Williams,  the  former  a  native  of 
England,  the  latter  of  Wales.  Mrs.  Kenworthy  is 
a  sister  of  Mrs.  Hubert  Little,  elsewhere  men- 
tioned in  this  work.  Only  the  last  of  three  children 
born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kenworthy  is  living.  Will- 
iam H.  died  in  infancy,  and  Maude  W.  in  girlhood. 
Ivy  June  is  a  student  at  the  public  schools. 

The  upright  and  industrious  nature  of  ^Ir. 
Kenworthy  naturally  attracted  the  attention  of  his 
fellow  citizens,  and  he  has  been  called  upon  to 
serve  in  a  public  capacity.  Elected  on  the  Demo- 
cratic ticket  a  member  of  the  City  Council,  from 
the  Fifth  ward,  he  served  on  the  Fire  and  Street 
committees.  He  was  appointed  a  member  of  the 
Fire  Commission  by  Mayor  Ives  and  re-appointed 
by  Mayor  West,  still  holding  that  position.  His 
previous  experience  had  well  fitted  him  for  the 
duties  of  this  responsible  station,  as  he  was  one 
of  the  first  members  of  the  Charter  Oak  Volunteer 
Fire  Company,  in  which  he  served  upwards  of  six 
years.  His  wife  is  a  member  of  the  Broad  Street 
Baptist  Church,  with  whose  faith  and  work  he 
is  in  sympathy,  and  both  are  esteemed  as  honest,, 
industrious,    useful    citizens    of    the    "Silver    City." 

ROYAL  M.  BASSETT.  The  Bassett  family, 
long  one  of  the  most  prominent  and  influential  in 
Xew  Haven  county,  traces  its  lineage  through  an 
unbroken  chain,  extending  through  two  hundred 
and  fifty  years,  to  John  Bassett  of  England,  and  its 
history  is  indissolubly  connected  with  the  story  of 
the  virtues  and  the  faults,  the  trials  and  the  tri- 
umphs, of  the  early  Xew  England  Colonists,  as  well 
as  with  the  growth  and  development  of  Connecti- 
cut. 

Several  generations  of  BassevS  have  been 
born  in  Derby,  with  the  building  up  of  which  city 
thev  have  been  prominently  and  honorably  identi- 
fied. More  than  two  and  one-half  centuries  have 
elapsed  since  Robert  Bassett,  son  of  John,  sought 
a  home  in  the  Xew  World.  The  precise  date  of  his 
immigration  cannot  be  stated,  but  he  is  known  to 
have  been  a  resident  of  Xew  Haven  in  1643.  He 
was  a  shoemaker  by  trade,  and  held  the  now  ex- 
tinct office  of  "town  drummer."  From  X'ew  Haverr 
he    removed    to    Stratford.     He    reared   a    family 
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of  several  children.  Full  details  of  his  life  history 
are  wanting,  but  he  appears  to  have  been  a  man  of 
iiniiound  conviction  and  pronounced  individuality. 
lie  was  one  of  a  number  of  citizens  of  Stratford 
.-iiid  Stamford  who  caused  not  a  little  commotion  in 
tlieir  clay  and  generation  through  their  vigorous 
protest  against  the  denial  of  the  right  of  sutTrage 
to  non-church  members ;  and  it  is  believed  that  the 
woman  who  bore  his  name  and  was  executed  for 
witchcraft  in  165 1  was  his  wife.  Robert  Bassett 
(2),  son  of  Robert,  the  next  in  the  line  of  Roj'al 
M.  Bassett's  ancestors,  was  a  sergeant  in  the  mi- 
litia. He  was  born  in  Stratford,  and  lived  and  died 
there,  passing  away  August  5,  17 jo.  Samuel  Bas- 
sett, son  of  Robert  {2),  was  the  first  of  the  family 
to  settle  in  Derby.  He  went  thither  in  1716  or 
17 17,  to  occupy  and  cultivate  a  farm  given  him  by 
his  father,  at  the  foot  of  Great  Hill,  which  is  still 
known  as  the  "Bassett  place."  He  took  a  lively 
interest  in  military  affairs,  being  commissioned  en- 
sign in  1722,  lieutenant  in  1732,  and  captain  in 
1735.  He  was  held  in  high  regard  by  his  neigli- 
bors,  and  for  several  years  filled  the  office  of  jus- 
tice of  peace.  On  Jan.  i,  1719,  he  married  Deborah 
Bennett,  of  Xewtown.  Ebenezer  Bassett,  son  of 
Samuel  ami  Deborah  (Bennett),  was  born  upon 
tlu-  paternal  farm,  and  died  May  20,  1760.  James 
Bassett,  son  of  I'lbenczer,  born  Sept.  16,  1757,  was 
the  great-grandfather  of  Royal  Al.  He  died  Oct. 
J4.    184S. 

William  Bassett,  the  grandfather  of  the  sub- 
ject of  this  article,  was  born  in  Derby  July  18, 
178 1,  and  was  for  many  years  a  successful  mer- 
cliant  there,  dying  there  Xov.  28,  1863,  at  the  ad- 
vanced age  of  eighty-two  years.  He  married  Lucy 
Smith,  also  of  Derby,  and  their  only  child,  Sheldon, 
was  the  father  of  Royal  AI. 

Sheldon  Bassett  was  one  of  the  leading,  substan- 
tial and  influential  citizens  of  his  native  place.  He 
held  the  office  of  town  cleric.  He  was  associated 
with  his  father  in  business  during  his  early  life,  but 
in  later  years  was  identified  with  the  Birmingham 
Iron  Foundry  Co.,  which  was  incorporated  in  1850. 
lie  was  a  prominent  Odd  Fellow,  having  held  the 
highest  offices  in  the  State  within  the  gift  of  that 
fraternity,  and  organizing  its  first  lodge  in  Derby. 
Mr.  Bassett  died  June  26.  1864,  honored  and 
mourned  by  the  community  at  large;  and  warmly 
beloved  by  the  innumerable  friends  whom  he  had  at- 
tracted to  himself  by  his  amiable  disposition  and  his 
sterling  moral  worth.  He  married  Harriet  L.  Hull, 
who  survived  him  until  July  22,  1872.  She  was  a 
<laiightcr  of  Lieut.  Samuel  Hull,  and  a  niece  of 
l'"^^"^.  flistinguished  patriots  whose  name  are  as 
i^niiliar  to  everv  American.  Gen.  William  and 
(-onimodore  Isaac  Hull.  To  Sheldon  Bassett  and 
nis  wife  were  born  seven  children,  of  whom  Royal 
\v  w^^  second  in  order  of  birth.  The  eldest  son, 
\\  lihain  H.,  was  born  Oct.  21,  1827,  and  died  July 
18.  i.'-V)4;  \^Q  .^yjg  jj  hardware  merchant  in  Xew 
I  oris-.     Lavinia    H.,    the    third    child    and    eldest 
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daughter,  became  the  wife  of  Thomas  D.  De  Forest, 
of  Derby,  and  died  Aug.  7,  1868.  Lucy  AI.  died  in 
infancy.  Lucy  P.  married  Charles  F.  Colt,  of  Xew 
York,  and  died  Alay  25,  1872.  Ellen  S.  became 
Mrs.  George  H.  Xorton,  of  Xew  Haven,  and  is  also 
i  deceased,  having  passed  away  Oct.  26,  1853.  Theo- 
dore S.,  the  }'oungest  member  of  the  family,  is  a 
manufacturer  of  rubber  goods  in  Xew  York. 

Royal  M.  Bassett  was  born  in  Derby  Oct.  22, 
1828.    His    training    at    the    public    schools    was 
supplemented     by     a     year     at     Haddani     Acad- 
emy,    and     two    years'     attendance    at  the     Stiles 
and    Truman    French    Academy,  at     Xew  Haven. 
His     father     destined     him      for     business     pur- 
suits,    and     time     has     abundantly     and     convinc- 
ingly demonstrated  the  soundness  of  the  parental 
judgment.     From  youth  and  through  his  entire  life 
Mr.   Bassett  has  manifested  commercial  genius  of 
the  highest  order.     He  has  displayed  a  comprehen- 
sion of  mercantile  possibilities,  a  ready  grasp  of  ex- 
isting situations,  and  a  capability  for  handling  en- 
terprises of  the  highest  magnitude,  which  are  ex- 
ceptional.    The  ability  and  fidelity  with  which  he 
has  met  and  discharged  the  onerous  responsibilities 
devolving  upon  him  are  attested  by  the  universal 
esteem  in  which  he  is  held  by  the  business  world.. 
He   began   his   long  and   successful   career  as   sec- 
retary of  the  Birmingham  Iron  Foundry  Co.,  which,, 
as   has   been   said    above,   was   organized   in    1850. 
This  office  he  filled  until  the  death  of  his   father,. 
Sheldon  Bassett,  in  1864,  when  he  succeeded  to  the 
presidency,  his  brother  Theodore  S.  becoming  sec- 
retary and   treasurer.     In  addition   to  his   connec- 
tion witn  the  concern  named,  he  has  extensive  busi- 
ness interests  in     various     parts    of    the    country. 
From  1857  until  1887  he  was  associated  with  X"elson; 
H.  Downs  in  the  manufacture  of  hoop  skirts  and 
corsets.       The     style     of     the     firm     was     Downs 
&  Bassett,  and  the  co-partnership  continued   until 
Air.   Downs'  death.     Mr.  Bassett  was  also  one  of 
the  incorporators  of  the  Housatonic  Water  and  the 
Derby  Gas  Companies.     With  a  keen  foresight  of 
the  wants  of  the  Pacific  railways,  he  has  built  and 
operated  extensive  rolling  mills  along  the  lines  of 
the  Union  and  Kansas  Pacific  Companies.    He  has 
also   been   connected   with   various    railroad   enter- 
prises in  the   far  West,  having  been  president  of 
the  Utah  Xorthcrn  and  trustee  for  the  bondholders 
of   the   Utah   Western   Railway   Co. ;   after   it   was 
reorganized,  in  Utah  and  X'evada,  he  was  chosen 
president.     He  has  also    been    a    director    of    the 
X'augatuck  Railroad  Co.  since  1870. 

From  the  foregoing  sketch  of  Mr.  Eassett's  life 
the  reader  may  glean  the  more  important  facts  of 
his  ancestry  and  his  business  career.  Of  his  per- 
sonal characteristics,  it  is  enough  to  add  that  he  is 
a  public-spirited  citizen,  a  devoted  father,  a  true 
friend  and  an  upright  man.  He  is  deeply  interested 
in  the  cause  of  popular  education,  and  was  for  fif- 
teen or  twenty  years  chairman  of  the  Derbv  school 
board.      He   is   a   Freemason,   being:  a   member   of 
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King  Hiram  Lodge,  Xo.  6,  of  Derby.    His  political 
affiliation  is  with  the  Democratic  party. 

On  Nov.  9,  1858,  jMr.  Bassett  married 
Miss  Frances  J.  Stratton,  a  daughter  of 
Sherwood  E.  Stratton,  Esq.,  of  Bridgeport. 
She  died  Feb.  14,  1876,  and  Air.  Bas- 
set has  not  married  again.  To  their  union  came 
three  children :  Lucy,  who  died  Feb.  4,  1879,  ^^  the 
age  of  nineteen;  Royal  E.,  a  lovable  boy,  who 
passed  out  of  the  world  Jan.  9,  1865 ;  and  Sheldon 
H.  The  last  named  was  born  April  11,  1867,  at  Bir- 
mingham, Conn.,  and  for  a  period  of  three  years  was 
connected  with  the  Bradley  Pulverizing  Co.,  of 
Boston,  who  manufacture  machines  for  crushing 
Cement  Co.,  of  lola,  Kans.,  whose  main  office  is  at 
ores.  He  is  now  at  the  head  of  the  lola  Portland 
St.  Louis,  AIo.,  in  which  city  Mr.  Bassett  makes 
his  home.  On  May  3,  1896,  he  was  married,  at 
Kansas  City,  to  Aliss  Florence  Shafifenbergh. 

HENRY  AHNOR.  Ninety-two  years  of  life, 
lilled.  with  useful  effort  and  crowned  with  the  re- 
spect and  esteem  of  his  fellow  citizens,  have  left 
this  venerable  resident  of  Wolcott  still  hale  and 
hearty,  with  every  prospect  of  continued  health  for 
years  to  come.  He  has  served  as  town  clerk  for 
over  half  a  century,  and  his  faithful  service  in  public 
life  as  well  as  his  personal  worth  make  the  following 
history  of  general  interest  not  only  to  the  readers 
of  the  present  day  but  to  future  historians  of  this 
section. 

The  progenitor  of  the  Alinor  family  in  America 
was  Thomas  Alinor,  a  native  of  Somerset,  England, 
and  one  of  the  four  children  born  to  Clement  Alinor, 
who  died  in  Somersetshire  March  31.  1640.  The 
son  crossed  the  Atlantic  and  took  up  his  residence 
in  Stonington,  Conn.,  in  1683.  His  children  were 
John,  who  located  in  Woodbury,  Conn. ;  Thomas ; 
Clement,  who  settled  in  New  London ;  Ephraim, 
who  settled  in  Stonington ;  Judah ;  Manassah,  who 
settled  in  Stonington ;  Joseph ;  Samuel ;  Ann ; 
Maria  ;  Eunice  ;  Elizabeth  ;  and  Hannah. 

Jedediah  Minor,  the  great-grandfather  of  our 
subject,  and  a  descendant  of  Clement  Minor,  was 
born  in  Lyme,  Conn.,  and  came  to  Wolcott  about 
1756,  locating  near  Wolcott  Center,  where  he  owned 
land  and  engaged  in  farming  until  his  death.  His 
remains  were  interred  in  Wolcott  cemetery.  He 
married  Elizabeth  Marvin,  of  Lyme,  and  to  them 
were  born  ten  children :  Betsy,  wife  of  William 
Roberts,  of  Bristol ;  Joseph ;  Esther,  wife  of  Samuel 
Atkins;  Daniel,  who  was  a  Revolutionary  soldier, 
and  died  of  smallpox  while  in  the  army ;  Caleb ; 
Lucretia.  wife  of  Alichael  Dayton,  of  Watertown ; 
Lucy,  wife  of  Jesse  Alcox ;  Theda.  wife  of  William 
Barnes,  of  Southington  ;  Joshua ;  and  Elizabeth. 

Joseph  Alinor,  our  subject's  grandfather,  was 
born  in  Lyme,  and  was  twelve  years  of  age  when 
he  came  with  his  parents  to  Wolcott.  He  en- 
gaged in  farminc:  throughout  life  upon  the  farm 
where  his  father  first  located,  and  where  our  subject 


now  resides.  For  seven  long  years  he  fought  for 
American  independence  as  a  soldier  of  the  Revo- 
lutionary war  and  rose  to  the  rank  of  sergeant.  He 
was  a  supporter  of  the  Democratic  party,  and  as  one 
of  the  prominent  citizens  of  his  community  he  was 
called  upon  to  fill  public  offices.  He  died  on  the 
home  farm,  and  was  buried  in  the  old  Wolcott 
cemetery.  He  wedded  Mary  Upson,  daughter  of 
Capt.  Samuel  Upson,  and  to  them  were  born  chil- 
dren as  follows :  One  who  died  in  infancy,  Alay  3, 
1783;  Archibald,  born  May  23,  1784;  Joseph,  April 
23,  1786;  Wealthy  (wife  of  Elihu  Moulthrop), 
Dec.  8,  1787;  Marcus,  July  17,  1790;  Marvin,  in 
August,  1792;  Nancy  (wife  of  Orrin  Hall),  July 
12,  1798;  and  Alary  (wife  of  Ephraim  Hall),  Nov. 
23,  1800. 

Archibald  Alinor,  father  of  our  subject,  spent 
his  entire  life  on  the  old  homestead  in  Wolcott  and 
lived  to  a  ripe  old  age.  By  occupation  he  was  a 
farmer,  and  in  politics  he  was  first  a  Democrat  and 
later  a  Republican.  He  was  an  accomplished  pen- 
man, and  was  gifted  with  a  rich  voice.  He  was 
recognized  as  one  of  the  most  valued  and  useful 
citizens  of  his  community,  was  honored  with  many 
town  offices,  and  most  efficiently  served  as  justice 
of  the  peace,  selectman  of  Wolcott,  town  clerk  for 
twenty-five  years,  and  member  of  the  State  Legis- 
lature when  sessions  were  held  both  in  New  Haven 
and  Hartford.  On  Oct.  27,  1808,  he  married  Betsy 
Tuttle,  a  native  of  Plymouth,  Conn.,  and  a  daughter 
of  Daniel  Tuttle.  She  died  on  the  home  farm,  and 
was  lard  to  rest  by  the  side  of  her  husband  in  Wol- 
*cott  cemetery.  Both  were  members  of  the  Episco- 
pal Church,  and  were  held  in  high  regard  by  all 
who  knew  them.  They  had  two  children,  of  whom 
our  subject  is  the  older.  Harriet,  born  Dec.  8,  181 1, 
married  George  W.  Wilton,  of  Waterbury. 

Henry  Minor,  whose  name  introduces  this  re- 
view, was  born  Dec.  17,  1809,  and  is  now  the  oldest 
citizen  of  Wolcott.  He  attended  the  district  schools 
of  Wolcott  and  also  a  private  school  taught  by  John 
Clarke,  but  is  mostly  self-educated.  He  never  left 
the  parental  roof,  and  when  old  enough  to  be  of  any 
assistance  he  began  to  aid  in  the  work  of  the  farm, 
having  been  engaged  in  asfricultural  pursuits  on  the 
homestead  ever  since.  In  1836  he  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Aliss  Sarah  T.  Clark,  a  native  of 
Waterbury,  and  a  daughter  of  Elias  and  Eliza  Clark. 
To  them  was  born  one  son,  Theron  C.  A.,  now  a 
resident  of  Waterbury,  who  was  married  Dec.  i, 
1861,  to  Sarah  J.  Warner,  a  daughter  of  Erastus 
Warner,  nf  Wolcott,  and  has  two  children,  Martin 
W.  and  Henry  W.  Airs.  ATinor.  who  was  a  most 
estimable  woman  and  faithful  helpmeet,  died  in 
October,  1895,  ^^'^  ^^as  laid  to  rest  in  the  old 
cemeterv. 

Politically  Air.  Alinor  has  been  a  lifelong  Demo- 
crat, casting  his  first  Presidential  vote  for  Andrew 
Jackson,  and  in  1896  voting  for  Palmer  and  Buck- 
ner.  One  of  the  prominent  and  influential  citizens 
of  his  community,  he  has  been  called  upon  to  fill  a 
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number  of  official  positions  of  honor  and  trust,  hav- 
ing- served  as  assessor,  justice  of  the  peace,  and 
selectman  of  Wolcott  for  twenty  years.  In  1847 
he  was  first  elected  town  clerk,  and  has  since  filled 
that  office  in  a  most  creditable  and  satisfactory 
nianner,  having  served  as  such  longer  than  any  other 
town  clerk  in  the  State.  He  has  represented  his 
town  in  the  Legislature  four  times,  both  at  Xew 
Haven  and  Hartford.  He  is  still  quite  active,  pos- 
sesses an  excellent  memory,  and  keeps  well  posted 
on  the  questions  and  issues  of  the  day,  as  well  as  on 
topics  of  general  interest.  He  is  widely  and  favora- 
bly known,  and  is  one  of  the  most  honored  resi- 
dents of  his  section  of  the  county. 

DR.  AMOS  SHEPARD  BLAKE,  an  inventor 
of  considerable  note,  the  first  resident  dentist  at 
Waterbury,  and  for  many  years  one  of  its  leading 
manufacturers  and  citizens,  was  born  Jan.  18,  1812, 
in  Brookfield,  Vt.,  son  of  Joseph  and  Prudence 
(Shepard)  Blake. 

Air.  Blake  received  his  education  at  Southmade 
Academy  and  in  Scott's  Alilitary  School,  at  ]\Iont- 
pelier,  \'t.     He  studied  dentistry  under  the  direc- 
tion of  his  brother.  Dr.  E.  W.  Blake,  and  resided  at 
Alstcad,  N.  H.,   Montpelier  and  Chelsea,  Vt.,  and 
W'atertown,  Conn.,  before  coming  to  Waterbury,  in 
1844.     Here  he  established  himself,  as  the  first  resi- 
dent dentist  of  the  place,  and  for  a  number  of  years 
enjoyed  an  extensive  practice.     From  1852  to  1855 
he  was  superintendent  of  mines  in  the  Lake  Supe- 
rior   region,    making   his    home    at    Eagle    Harbor, _ 
Mich.    \Vith  that  exception  Dr.  Elake  made  W'ater- 
bury  his  home  from  1844  until  called  to  his  reward, 
Feb.  18,  1895.     At  the  beginning  of  the  Civil  war 
he   withdrew    from   the  practice   of  his   profession 
and  became  interested'  in  manufacturing.     He  was 
quite  a  genius,  and  of  an  inventive  turn  of  mind. 
During  the  winter  of   1830-31    he  constructed  the 
first  locomotive  ever  seen  in  Xew  England.     It  was 
designed  to  illustrate  the  practicability  of  travel  by 
railroad,  and  was  large  enough  to  carry  two  pas- 
sengers at  a  time,  around  a  hall,  on  a  circular  track. 
This     model     engine     was     extensively     exhibited 
throughout  the  Xew  England  States  bv  Asa  Har- 
rington, of  Aliddlesex,  Vt.     During  his  lifetime  Dr. 
Blake  invented  some  nineteen  devices  and  procured 
patents  on  the  same.   During  the  Civil  war  the  Doc- 
tor was   superintendent  of  the   American   Flask  & 
Cap  Co.,  which  in  a  single  year  delivered  one  hun- 
dred tons  of  percussion  caps  to  the  National  Gov- 
ernment.    He  was  the  originator  of  Blake.  Lamb  & 
Co.,  in  1865.  manufacturers  of  articles  patented  by 
himself,  the  firm  consisting  then  of  Dr.  Blake.  Will- 
iam Lamb  and  Henry  R.  Chambers.     The  concern 
was  incorporated  in  1867.  with  a  capital  of  Sg.ooo. 
Dr.  Blake  becoming  the  first  president.     There  was 
no  change  in  the  company  until  the  death  of  Mr. 
Lamb,  in    1872.  at  which  time  the  other  members 
purchased  the  interest  previously  held  by  him.     Dr. 
Blake  sold  his  interest  in  1883. 


For  a  number  of  years  while  in  Vermont  Dr. 
Blake  was  one  of  the  judges  of  jail  delivery,  where 
:  until  recent  years  the  law  authorized  imprisonment 
I   for  debt.     He  was  one  of  the  selectmen  of  Water- 
;  bury  in   1846,  and  during  his  stay  in  Michigan  he 
i  was  a  county  commissioner.     He  held  the  position 
i  of  councilman,   alderman,   assessor  and   road  com- 
I  missioner,  and  represented  Waterbury  in  the  State 
j  Legislature  in  1869,  1874  and  1875.     He  was  one 
of  the  originators  of  the  Riverside  Cemetery  Asso- 
ciation, and  was  active  in  promoting  the  scheme  for 
raising  money  by  subscription  for  the  cemetery  site. 
He  also  took  an  active  part  in  naming  the  streets  of 
Waterbury  and  getting  the  street  names   officially 
adopted. 

Dr.  Blake  married  Eliza  Cordelia,  daughter  of 

'  Henry  Woodward,  of  Chelsea,  Vt.,  and  children  as 

follows    were   born   of   this   union :    Mrs.   John   A 

Hitchcock,  of  Liverpool.  England;  Caroline  E.,  wife 

J  of  Edward  T.  Root ;  and  two  sons  who  died  in  child- 

j  hood.     The  mother  of  these  died  Feb.  25,  1895. 

I        HON.  ARTHUR  H.  BARTHOLOMEW^  first 
mayor  of  the  city  of  Ansonia,  is  one  of  the  most 
active  business  men  and  most  enterprising  citizens, 
j  and  has  long  held  a  high  place  in  the  esteem  of  the 
public.     He  is  a  son  of  the  late  Jeremiah  H.  Bar- 
1  tholomew,  and   was  given  unusual  educational   fa- 
■  cilities   in  his  youth.     After  an  attendance  at  the 
public  schools  he  entered  the  "Gunnery,"  at  Wash- 
ington, Conn.,  and  from  there  went  to  Auburndale, 
i  Mass.,  where  he  spent  several  months  in  an  acade- 
I  my.    At  the  age  of  sixteen  he  began  his  apprentice- 
!  ship  in  the  works  of  the  Ansonia  Brass  &  Copper 
I  Co.     He  was  quick  to  take  advantage  of  every  op- 
portunity,  and   his   insight   into   the   mechanism  of 
clocks  soon  made  him  invaluable  to  the  company. 
He  rapidly  rose  to  an  honored  place,  but  he  was 
ever  looking  to  the  time  he  could  go  into  business 
for  himself,  and  was  endeavoring  by  strict  economy 
to  save  enough  to  make  his  start.     In  1881  he  saw 
j  his  ambition  realized,  and  he  became  a  member  of 
I  the   firm   of   Phelps   &   Bartholomew,   and   at   once 
assumed  a  well-deserved  place  in  the  manufacturing 
world.     The  Phelps  &  Bartholomew  Co.  manufac- 
ture clocks,  and  their  goods  find  a  ready  market. 
:  Through  much  competition  and  considerable  perse- 
cution their  business  has  rapidly  increased,  owing 
to  the  reliability  of  their  goods.     In   1886  the  firm 
'  became  a  corporation,  and  now  over  one  hundred 
hands  are  cmplo\-ed. 

'Sir.  Bartholomew  has  become  largelv  interested 
!  in  manv  concerns  outside  of  the  factory,  and  has 
worthilv  filled  several  positions  of  honor  and  trust, 
among:  them  that  of  director  of  the  Ansonia  X'a- 
tional  Bank,  trustee  of  the  Ansonia  Savings  Bank, 
president  of  the  Pine  Grove  Cemetery  Association, 
director  of  the  Ansonia  Water  Co.,  secretary  of  the 
Ansnnia  Hall  Co..  and  president  of  the  Ansonia 
Furniture  and  Carpet  Co.  He  is  also  a  member 
i  of  the  Ansonia  Board  of  Trade. 
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In  spite  of  his  many  duties  connected  witli  his 
commercial  enterprises,  he  has  had  time  to  look 
after  the  public  welfare  as  few  busy  men  find  time 
to  do.  When  Ansonia  was  incorporated  as  a  city, 
he  was  elected  for  the  first  mayor,  and  his  careful 
business  administration  has  proven  of  inestimable 
benefit  to  the  town,  and  established  a  precedent  for 
succeeding  magistrates.  In  his  political  attiliations 
he  is  a  Republican,  but  in  local  affairs  he  endeavors 
to  avoid  all  partisan  dealing,  ami  steadfastly  ad- 
heres to  his  determination  to  keep  out  of  the  so- 
called  "ring."  While  in  office  he  was  loyal  ta  his 
friends,  but  at  the  same  time  he  never  lost  sight 
of  the  fact  that  he  was  mayor  of  the  citv,  and  sworn 
to  administer  its  aft'airs  to  the  best  of  his  ability,  so 
tiiat  his  appointments  were  often  outside  of  the  Re- 
publican ranks.  Educational  aft'airs  find  in  him  a 
warm  friend,  and  for  ten  years  he  served  as  chair- 
man of  the  board  of  education.  So  popular  is  he 
that  when  his  name  appears  on  a  ticket  it  is  sure 
to  win  consideration  from  men  of  all  parties,  as  he 
acts  wisely  and  well  for  the  general  good.  During 
the  time  he  was  in  the  Legislature.  1886,  1887  and 
1893,  he  served  on  the  committee  on  Cities  and  Bor- 
oughs, and  in  18S7  and  in  18Q3  he  was  House  chair- 
man of  the  committee  on  Corporations.  His  interest 
in  his  home  city  is  unbounded,  and  he  has  given  his 
hfearty  support  to  all  things  tending  to  develop  its 
resources.  Fraternally  Mr.  Bartholomew  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Masonic  and  Odd  Fellows  organizations, 
having  risen  to  the  Knight  Templar  degree  in  the 
former.  His  home  is  one  of  the  handsome  modern 
residences  of  the  city,  and  is  substantially  the  same 
as  that  in  which  he  passed  his  earlier  davs. 

On  Jan.  14,  1874,  Mr.  Bartholomew  married 
Miss  Henrietta  E.  Cable,  of  Oxford.  Conn.,  and 
daughter  of  Horace  and  Ann  (Curtis)  Cable,  and 
they  have  had  four  children,  the  eldest  of  whom, 
Emma,  died  when  two  years  of  age:  the  others  are 
Henrietta  Cable,  Eloise.  and  Arthur  H.,  Jr.  Mrs. 
Bartholomew's  father  was  a  farmer  bv  occupation, 
and  was  a  fife  major  of  the  State  militia  for  many 
years.  He  died  some  thirty  years  ago.  his  wife  ten 
years  ago.  !Mrs.  Bartholomew's  grandfather  Curtis 
was  a  prominent  man.  a  civil  engineer,  and  repre- 
sented his  district  several  years  in  the  Connecticut 
Legislature. 

JAAIES  PORTER,  an  honored  and  highly  es- 
teemed citizen  of  Waterbury,  now  living  a  retired 
life,  is  the  oldest  representative  of  the  Porter  lamily 
in  that  town.  He  is  a  descendant  of  Daniel  Porter, 
an  early  settler  of  the  Connecticut  Colcny,  who  was 
one  of  the  first  to  locate  in  Farmington.  Daniel 
Porter  was  a  physician,  and  was  licensed  to  prac- 
tice by  the  (General  Court  in  1654,  his  fees  being 
established  by  law.  He  was  also  required  to  visit 
the  sick  in  Hartford,  Windsor,  Wcthersfield  and 
Middletown.  He  was  more  particularly  a  bone  set- 
I  ter.  His  death  occurred  in  Farmington  in  1690, 
and  his  remains  were  interred  there.     He  and  his 


wife,  Mary,  had  the  following  children:  Daniel, 
born  Feb.  2,  1652,  is  mentioned  below ;  Mary,  born 
Feb.  5,  1654,  married  Eleazer  Knowles,  of  Wood- 
bury; Xehemiah,  born  Oct.  24,  1656,  married  Han- 
nah Lumm,  of  Woodbury;  Richard  was  born 
March  24,  1658;  Anna,  born  in  1660,  died  unmar- 
ried: John,  born  Xov.  14,  1662,  married  Rebecca 
Woodford:  and  Samuel,  born  Oct.  24,  1665,  was 
married  in  1702  to  Abigail  Humphreys,  of  Sims- 
bury. 

Daniel  Porter,  son  of  Dr.  Daniel,  after  reaching 
manhood  moved  to  Waterbury,  where  he  spent  the 
remainder  of  his  life,  dying  there  Jan.  18,  1726. 
He  married  Deborah  Holcomb  (daughter  of  Joshua 
and  Ruth  (Sherwood)  Holcomb),  who  died  May  4^ 
1765.  at  the  advanced  age  of  ninety- three  years. 
Their  children  were  as  follows :  Daniel,  '  born 
March  5,  1699,  is  mentioned  below;  James,  born 
April  20,  1700,  died  in  1786;  Thomas,  born  April 
I,  1702,  died  in  1797;  Deborah,  born  March  6. 
1703,  married  James  Baldwin,  and  died  in  Watc;-- 
bury  in  January,  1801  :  Ebenezer,  born  Dec.24,  1708, 
died  in  1803:  and  Ann,  born  April  28,  1712,  mar- 
ried Thomas  Judd  and  (second)  James  Nicholas, 
and  died  at  an  old  age.  The  father  of  these  chil- 
dren was  also  a  physician  and  surgeon,  and  in  addi- 
tion to  his  medical  practice  engaged  in  land  sur- 
veying. He  was  quite  a  prominent  citizen  of  Wat- 
erbury and  died  after  making  his  home  there  for 
over  half  a  century,  leaving  a  large  estate.  His 
was  a  long-lived  family.  The  Connecticut  Journal 
of  March  5,  1801,  contains  the  following  interesting 
item  concerning  persons  whose  descendants  are 
numerous  in  this  vicinity,  and  some  of  whom  still 
give  evidence  that  the  vigor  of  the  sturdy  stock  is 
but  little  impaired:  "Died  in  Waterbury,  Mrs. 
Deborah  Baldwin,  aged  ninety-seven,  daughter  of 
Dr.  Daniel  Porter,  Jr.,  one  of  the  first  settlers  of 
Waterbury,  who  died  at  an  advanced  age.  Her 
mother  died  aged  ninety-three;  her  eldest  brother. 
Dr.  Daniel,  died  at  seventy-six ;  her  second  brother. 
Dr.  James  Porter,  at  eighty-six ;  her  third  brother, 
Capt.  Thomas  Porter,  at  ninety-five ;  her  fourth 
brother,  Ebenezer,  now  living  at  ninety-three ;  and 
also  one  sister  Ann  (the  wife  of  James  Nichols;, 
now  living  at  ninety." 

Daniel  Porter  (3)  was  born  in  Waterbury,  and 
died  there  Nov.  14,  1772.  Like  his  father  and 
grandfather,  he  also  engaged  in  the  practice  of  med- 
icine and  surgery.  He  was  a  man  of  influence  in 
his  community,  and  was  honored  and  respected  by 
all  who  knew  him.  He  owned  a  tract  of  land  be- 
tween East  Main  and  ^lill  streets  and  Mad  river, 
and  lived  on  East  Main  street.  On  June  3,  1728, 
he  married  Hannah  Hopkins,  a  daughter  of  John 
and  Hannah  Hopkins,  and  sister  of  Stephen  and 
Timothy  Hopkins.  John  Hopkins  was  a  son  of 
Stephen  Hopkins  and  his  wife  Dorcas  Bronson 
(daughter  of  John  Bronson),  and  a  grandson  of 
John  Hopkins.  Daniel  Porter  and  his  wife  Han- 
nah had  children  as  follows :     Preserve,  born  Nov. 
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^3,  1729,  was  the  eldest:  Daniel,  born  March  17, 
1 73 1,  was  a  physician  and  surgeon,  died  of  small- 
pox in  1759  at  Crown  Point,  while  in  the  army; 
Hannah,  born  June  16,  1733,  married  Obediah  Sco- 
villc;  Timothy,  born  June  19,  1735,  is  mentioned 
below;  Susanna,  born  July  7,  1737,  married  Daniel 
Killuni  and  (second)  John  Cossett ;  and  Anna,  born 
Dec.  6,  173S,  married  David  Bronson.  The  mother 
of  these  children  died  Dec.  31,  1739.  By  his  sec- 
ond wife,  Joanna,  the  father  had  two  children: 
Elizabeth,  who  was  married  in  I70'4,  to  Ard  War- 
ner; and  Jemima,  was  married  in  1762  to 
Timothy  Scoville. 

Timothy  Porter,  son  of  Daniel  Porter  (3),  was 
a  lifelong  resident  of  Waterbury.  He.  too,  devoted 
liis  time  and  attention  to  the  medical  profession, 
was  the  principal  practicing  physician  of  his  town 
and  vicinity,  and  served  as  surgeon  in  the  Revo- 
lutionary war.  Pie  was  a  man  of  marked  ability, 
progressive  and  enterprising,  and  was  a  stanch 
advocate  of  higher  education.  He  married  ^lar- 
garet  Skinner,  a  daughter  of  Gideon  Skinner,  of 
Bolton,  Conn.  She  was  born  in  1739,  and  died  in 
1813.  In  their  famil)' were  seven  children :  Daniel, 
born  Sept.  23,  1768,  was  the  grandfather  of  our 
subject;  Sylvia  C.  was  born  Feb.  24,  1771  ;  Joseph, 
horn  Sept.  3,  1772,  a  physician,  married  Levinia 
Porter,  and  died  ^lay  6,  1848;  Olive,  born  July  26, 
1775,  married  Moses  Hall:  Anna,  born  April  5, 
1777,  married  R.  F.  W'elton:  Chauncey.  born  April 
24,  1779.  moved  to  Pittsford.  X.  Y. :  Timothy  Hop- 
"kins,  born  Xov.  28.  1785,  was  a  representative  in  the 
United  States  Congress  about  1828. 

Daniel  Porter,  grandfather  of  our  subject,  was 
a  well-educated  man  and  highly  respected  citizen  of 
Waterbury.  He  was  a  surveyor,  and  also  a  lawyer 
of  much  ability,  practicing  in  the  justice  courts  of 
his  town.  He  owned  quite  a  large  amount  of  land 
in  Waterbury,  where  he  spent  his  entire  life.  He 
always  took  an  active  part  in  politics  and  held  many 
offices  of  trust  and  responsibility,  including  that 
of  selectman.  On  June  9,  1789,  he  married  Anna 
Clark,  and  they  had  six  children,  whose  names  and 
dates  of  birth  were  as  follows :  Horace.  Sept.  30, 
17^><^;  Timothy,  Jan.  30,  1792:  Elias.  May  14,  1795: 
Alma  Anna  '(w"ife  of  William  Orton),'  April  18. 
t8oo:  Daniel  (a  phvsician),  INIav  20,  180;;  and 
Joseph,  Julv  II,  1807.  ^Irs.  Anna  (Clark)  Sorter 
was  a  daughter  of  Ingham  Clark  and  his  wife  Sarah 
('Reach),  who  were  married  in  1767.  Ingham 
Clark  was  a  son  of  Israel  and  Mehitable  (Ingham) 
Clark  (married  in  1743),  a  grandson  of  Samuel 
Clark  (2)  and  his  wife  Marv  Brown  (married  in 
1694).  a  ffrcat-grandson  of  Samuel  (i)  and  Han- 
nah (Tuttlc)  Clark  (married  in  1672).  ^Irs.  :Mary 
(Brown)  Clark,  wife  of  Samuel  (2).  was  a  daugh- 
ter of  F.bcnezer  and  Hannah  ( Mncent)  Brown. 
:\[rs.  Ilaimah  (Tnttle)  Clark,  wife  of  Samuel  d). 
was  a  daughter  of  John  and  Catherine  (Lane)  Tut- 
lle  (married  in  1653).  and  granddaughter  of  Will- 
iam Tuttle. 


Elias  Porter,  father  of  our  subject,  owned  and 
operated  a  farm  at  Mill  Plain,  and  always  made 
his  home  in  Waterbury,  spending  the  latter  part  of 
his  life  with  our  subject.  He  died  in  1871,  at  a 
ripe  old  age,  and  was  laid  to  rest  in  Pine  Grove 
cemetery.  On  Jan.  22,  1817,  he  married  Alma  Ty- 
ler, who  was  born  Dec.  17,  1791,  a  daughter  of 
Lyman  and  Esther  (Hoadley)  Tyler,  of  Pros- 
pect, Conn.,  who  were  married  in  1791. 
Their  only  child  was  our  subject.  The  mother  died 
in  1866,  and  now  sleeps  by  the  side  of  her  husband 
in  Pine  Grove  cemetery.  They  were  held  in  high 
regard  by  all  who  knew  them.  Politically  the  father 
was  first  a  Federalist,  later  a  Whig,  and  still  later  a 
Republican. 

Lyman  Tyler,  father  of  Mrs.  Elias  Porter,  was 
a  son  of  Abraham  Tyler,  a  grandson  of  Isaac  and 
Susanna  (Miles)  Tyler  (married  in  1732),  a  great- 
grandson  of  John  and  Abigail  (Hall)  Tyler  (mar- 
ried in  1694),  and  a  great-great-grandson  of  Will- 
iam Tyler.  2\Irs.  Abigail  (Hall)  Tyler  was  a 
daughter  of  Thomas  and  Grace  Hall  (married  June 
5,  1673),  of  whom  the  former,  Thomas  Hall,  was 
a  son  of  John  and  Jane  (Woolen)  Hall.  INIrs.  Es- 
ther (Hoadley)  Tyler,  mother  of  Mrs.  Elias  Porter, 
was  a  daughter  of  William  (3)  and  Esther  (Por- 
ter) Hoadley  (married  in  1761).  a  granddaughter 
of  William  (2)  and  Sarah  (Frisbie)  Hoadley  (mar- 
ried in  1724).  and  a  great-granddaughter  of  Will- 
iam (i)  and  Elizabeth  (Frost)  Hoadley.  Mrs. 
Esther  (Porter)  Floadley,  wife  of  William  (3),  was 
a  daughter  of  Joshua  and  Elizabeth  (  Burnham) 
Porter  (married  in  1734),  and  a  granddaughter 
of  Richard  and  Ruth  Porter.  Mrs.  Sarah  (  Frisbie) 
Hoadley.  wife  of  William  (2),  was  a  daughter  of 
Eben  Frisbie.  r^Irs.  Elizabeth  (Frost)  Hoadley, 
wife  of  William  (i),  was  a  daughter  of  John  and 
Mercy   (Payne)   Frost. 

James  Porter,  whose  name  introduces  this  re- 
view, was  born  ^larch  26,  1818,  on  the  old  home- 
stead at  Mill  Plain,  and  during  his  boyhood  at- 
tended the  district  schools  and  also  the  Waterbury 
Academy.  He  assisted  his  father  in  the  operation 
of  the  farm  until  twenty  vears  of  age.  when  he 
commenced  work  in  a  woolen  mill.  Subsequently 
he  was  employed  in  a  roller  mill  for  six  years,  and 
in  1843  learned  the  trade  of  a  caster  at  the  John 
D.  Johnson  rolling  mills,  after  which  he  was  em- 
ployed two  years  in  the  Brown  &  Elton  rolling 
mills,  and  in  the  same  capacity  seventeen  years  in 
the  Waterburv  Brass  Co.'s  mill.  For  three  years 
he  was  a  caster  for  the  Scovill  Manufacturing 
Co.,  and  then  became  a  German-silver  caster  for 
the  same  firm,  remaining  with  them  until  1874, 
during  which  time  he  started  silver  casting  at 
Wolcottville.  Bristol  and  Thomaston.  He  then 
retired  from  business,  and  has  since  made  his  home 
on  the  East  Farms  road,  in  Waterbury.  Although 
eighty-four  years  of  age  he  still  possesses  all  his 
faculties,  and  is  quite  active.  He  is  an  intellectual 
and  well-informed  man,  of  genial  disposition  and 
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upright  character.  Mr.  Porter  cast  his  first  presi- 
dential vote  for  Wilham  H.  Harrison,  the  Whig 
candidate,  and  liis  last  for  William  JNIcKinley,  the 
Republican  nominee,  being  a  stanch  supporter  of  the 
Republican  party  and  sound  money  principles.  He 
is  an  earnest  Christian,  a  member  of  the  Episcopal 
Church,  is  domestic  in  his  tastes,  and  is  a  loving 
husband  and  father. 

On  June- 1,  1845,  in  Waterbury,  Mr.  Porter  was 
united  in  marriage  with  ^liss  Sophia  Beecher,  a 
daughter  of  Benjamin  Button  and  Pamelia  (Tuttle) 
Beecher.  Her  father  was  a  well-known  inventor, 
having  invented,  in  1835,  the  first  propeller-,  which 
was  used  on  canal  boats,  afterward  on  ocean  steam- 
ers. Mrs.  Porter  is  still  living,  and  enjoys  good 
health.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Porter  have  five  chil- 
dren, namely:  (i)  Emily  Sophia  was  married  July 
I,  1868,  to  James  Elliott,  of  Elmira,  N.  Y.,  and  they 
had  seven  children — Nellie  May,  born  !March  28, 
1869,  died  Dec.  10,  1877;  James  Porter,  born 
Dec.  I,  1870,  was  married  Nov.  28,  1895,  to  Ida 
Moakley,  and  they  have  two  children,  Irving 
Beecher  (born  Dec.  5,  1897)  and  James  Porter 
(born  Sept.  2,  1900)  ;  Sarah  Beecher  was  born 
May  13,  1873;  Fanny  Amelia  was  born  ^larch  13, 
1875;  Sophia  Alma,  born  Dec.  21,  1876;  George 
Ward  was  born  March  25,  1879;  Charles  Luther, 
born  July  3,  1884,  died  Aug.  31,  1892.  (2) 
Sarah  Jane  was  married  to  John  Hine  Sept. 
I,  1875,  and  has  four  children — John  W^al- 
lace,  born  yiay  14,  1877;  Man'  Annie, 
born  Jan.  9,  1879  '•  George  Ward,  born  Sept. 
I,    1880;  and  Frederick  William,   born   March   18, 

1882.  (3)  James  Ward  Beecher  was  married  Jan. 
18,  1876,  to  Elizabeth  Collins,  and  they  have  six 
children — John  Beecher,  born  Oct.  28,  1876;  Fannie 
Elizabeth,  born  July  9. -1878:  Nellie  Florence,  born 
March  25,  1880:  James  Ward,  born  June  16.  1881 ; 
Bessie  Sophia,  born  Aug.   11.   1882,  died  July  17, 

1883.  and  Harry  Clinton,  born  ^^larch  13.  1885.  (4) 
Fannie  Amelia  and  (5)  Mary  Florence  f twins!  are 
at  home  with  their  parents,  to  whom  they  are  very 
devoted.  They  are  ladies  of  culture  and  refinement, 
and  are  quite  active  and  prominent  members  of  the 
Daughters  of  the  American  Revolution,  the  \\'om- 
en's  Club  and  other  social   organizations. 

The  following  lines  from  Mr.  Porter's  pen  are 
characteristic : 

PSALM  XXXII,    17. 

Happy  the  truly  honest  man: 
With  no  alluring  wile. 
But  cheerfully,  he  treats  you  well — 
In  whom  there  is  no  guile. 

He  never  will  put  on  deceit 
For  sake  of  gaining  spoil; 
He  is  the  one  that  you  can  trust — 
In  whom  there  is  no  guile. 

May  the  good  Lord  deliver  us 
From  all  that's  low  or  vile; 
So  finally  it  will  be  said. 
In  him  there  is  no  guile. 


Dec.  26.  1!X»1 


James  Porter. 


I  DAVID  BROOKS,  late  of  Brooks  \'ale,  in  the 
i  town  of  Cheshire,  was  a  worthy  representative  of 
I  one  of  the  prominent  old  families  of  New  Haven 
i  county. 

i  The  first  of  the  name  to  come  to  America  were 
'  two  brothers,  Henry  and  John  Brooks,  both  natives 
of  the  County  of  Chester,  England.  Henry  was  a 
stanch  supporter  of  Oliver  Cromwell,  and  fought 
under  his  banner.  Upon  the  restoration  of  Charles 
II  to  the  British  throne  many  of  the  followers  of 
Cromwell,  known  as  Roundheads,  fled  to  different 
parts  of  the  world,  a  large  number  coming  to  Amer- 
ica. Among  the  latter  were  Henry  and  John  Brooks, 
who  settled  in  New  Haven  about  1670,  and  were 
among  the  founders  of  New  Haven  Colony.  Some 
time  later  they  removed  to  Wallingford,  and,  about 
the  beginning  of  the  eighteenth  century,  took  up 
land  in  a  part  of  the  Colonv  which  was  afterward 
set  off  from  the  town  of  Wallingford,  and  to  which 
they  gave  the  nanie  of  Cheshire,  for  their  native 
countv  in  England.  Henry  Brooks,  who  came  from 
Cheshire,  in  England,  became  a  land  owner  in 
Cheshire.  Conn.,  and  it  was  in  his  house  that  the 
first  religious  services  in  that  place  were  held.  He 
was  an  earnest,  consistent  Christian,  and  took  a 
deep  interest  in  the  Cheshire  Colony,  and  the  infant 
church  which  he  was  instrumental  in  establishing. 
He  was  married  Dec.  21,  1676,  to  Hannah  Blakeley. 
(II)  Lieut.  Thomas  Brooks,  son  of  Henry,  was 
born  in  the  New  Haven  Colony  3.1arch  27,  1679, 
and  about  1705  removed  with  his  parents  to  Che- 
shire, where  he  spent  the  remainder  of  his  life.  He 
was  deeply  interested  in  public  affairs,  especially 
the  welfare  of  his  adopted  town,  and  was  the  first 
to  petition  the  General  Assembly  to  organize  the 
Congregational  Church  in  Cheshire,  in  1723,  prior 
to  which  time  religious  services  were  held  in  his 
home.  He  died  of  smallpox  May  18,  1732,  and  was 
buried  in  Cheshire.  He  was  a  true  and  earnest 
Christian,  self-sacrificing  and  unselfish,  doing  all  in 
his  power  to  advance  the  educational  and  moral  in- 
terests of  his  community,  and  his  loss  was  deeply 
felt  by  the  church.  He  secured  his  title  as  lieuten- 
ant in  the  militia.  In  Wallingford  he  married, 
March  25,  1701,  Martha  Hotchkiss,  a  native  of  that 
town,  a  daughter  of  Ensign  Joshua  Hotchkiss,  and 
a  granddaughter  of  Samuel  and  Elizabeth  (Cleaver- 
ly)  Hotchkiss.  To  this  union  were  born  ten  chil- 
dren, whose  names  and  dates  of  birth  were  as  fol- 
lows: Stephen,  yiay  28.  1702:  ^Marv.  May  14, 
1704;  Thomas,  Feb.  14.  1706:  Enos,  Feb.  15.  1708  r 
Cornelius.  Sept.  10,  1711:  Martha,  Feb.  21,  I7i4r 
Mehitable,  Feb.  23,  1716;  Benjamin.  April  23,  1720; 
Henry.  March  2,  1723  :  and  Thankful.  Dec.  10,  1725. 
(ill)  Capt.  Enos  Brooks,  son  of  Lieut.  Thomas, 
was  born  Feb.  15.  1708,  and  spent  his  entire  life  in 
Cheshire,  where  he  owned  a  large  amount  of  land. 
Enos  was  the  first  Brooks  to  locate  in  the  south- 
western part  of  the  town,  now  called  Brooks  Vale. 
There,  in  about  1732,  he  erected  an  old-style  "lean- 
to"  house,  on  the  ground  where  the  present  Brooks 
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hiiiiiestead  stands.  There  he  died  Sept.  22,  1771, 
mil!  W'ls  laid  to  rest  in  the  family  burying'  plot  in 
Cheshire  cemetery.  He  was  captain  of  a  company 
in  the  militia,  and  was  a  liberal  supporter  and  active 
niember  of  the  church.  He  was  noted  for  his  indus- 
trious habits,  honorable  dealings  and  sterling  worth. 
His  wife,  Tamar,  was  born  in  1706,  and  died  Oct. 
7.  1775-  -t^sr  remains  were  also  interred  in  Cheshire 
cemetery. 

(IV)  Rev.  David  Brooks,  son  of  Capt.  Enos, 
and  the  father  of  the  man  whose  name  introduces 
this  article,  was  born  in  Cheshire,  in  1744,  and  was 
graduated  from  Yale  in  1768;  he  held  the  degree 
of  Master  of  Arts.  He  was  an  ordained  minister 
of  the  Congregational  Church,  but  on  account  of 
the  unsettled  state  of  the  country,  due  to  the  Revo- 
lution, was  never  pastor,  permanently,  of  any  church. 
At  the  request  of  his  kinsman,  Gen.  David  Wooster, 
he  prepared  and  delivered  a  discourse  in  Derby, 
Conn.,  in  1774.  on  the  religion  of  the  Revolution. 
This  discourse  attracted  much  attention,  was  pub- 
lished and  helped  to  move  public  sentiment  in  favor 
of  the  struggle  for  independence;  a  copy  of  this 
sermon  is  now  in  the  possession  of  his  descend- 
ants. He  was  a  soldier  in  the  Continental  army, 
being  among  the  first  quota  of  men  furnished 
by  the  parish  of  Xew  Cheshire,  and  was  in 
the  service  for  eight  months ;  he  entered 
as  a  private,  but  was  afterward  appointed 
quartermaster  of  his  regiment.  He  was  a  member 
of  the  Legislature  at  the  time  of  Burgoyne's  sur- 
render, and  in  January.  1788,  he  was  a  delegate  to 
tlie  State  Convention  held  in  Hartford  to  ratify 
and  adopt  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States. 
He  was  a  broad-minded  man,  an  honorable  citizen 
and  a  good  Christian.  He  died  in  Cheshire  in  De- 
cember, 1810,  and  was  buried  in  the  family  plot  in 
the  cemetery.  Rev.  David  Brooks  married  Eliza- 
beth Doolittle,  who  was  born  in  1753.  and  died  Au£r. 
15,  1 83 1.  In  their  family  were  ten  children,  includ- 
ing David  (our  subject)  :  Gen.  Micah  Brooks,  a  dis- 
tinguished citizen  of  Livingston  county.  X.  Y.,  and 
a  member  of  Congress :  and  Benedict  Brooks,  a 
prominent  citiz£n  of  Wyoming  county,  that  State. 

(V)  David  Brooks,  whose  name  introduces  this 
sketch,  was  born  in  Brooks  \"ale  July  26,  1791.  and 
grew  to  manhood  in  his  native  town,  where  he  at- 
tended school,  and  where  he  afterward  followed 
farming  on  the  old  Brooks  homestead.  There  he 
died  July  24.  1873,  at  the  age  of  eighty-two  years, 
and  his  remains  were  interred  in  Cheshire  cemeterv, 
where  a  suitable  monument  has  been  erected  to  his 
memory.  He  was  one  of  the  leading  and  popular 
citizens  of  his  community,  and  was  widely  and  fa- 
yorablv  known  throughout  his  county,  being  held 
in  high  regard  by  all  with  whom  he  came  in  contact. 
He  was  married  in  Cheshire  to  Miss  Linda  Hull,  a 
native  of  that  town,  and  a  daughter  of  Samuel  Hull, 
who  is  mentioned  below.  She  died  at  Brooks  Vale 
April  30,  t86;.  and  now  sleeps  by  the  side  of  her 
husband    in    Cheshire    cemetery.      To    this    worthy 


couple  came  the  following  children  :  Alonzo,  born 
in  1814,  died  in  1887;  Clarissa  L.  married  S.  S. 
Cowlcs,  and  died  in  Farmington,  Conn.,  in  i8Gt  ; 
David,  born  Jan.  26,  1820,  is  mentioned  below; 
Stella  Law  married  William  Seth  Knowlton,  of 
Bridgeport,  and  died  in  Cheshire  July  14,  1884; 
Samuel  Hull  is  a  resident  of  New  Haven ;  FJizabeth 
Brooks,  born  in  1829,  married  Henry  W.  Chatfield, 
of  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  and  died  at  Brooks  Vale  July 
12,  1899;  Edwin  Micah,  born  in  1831,  died  in  i860; 
and  Rosa,  born  Oct.  6,  1835,  married  Joseph  H. 
]\Iartin,  of  Grand  Rapids,  Mich.,  a  native  of  Xorth- 
ampton,  England. 

(VI)  David  Brooks,  son  of  (V)  David,  was  a 
man  of  high  attainments  and  ripe  scholarship.  He 
went  to  Philadelphia,  and  with  S.  E.  B.  Morse  was 
engaged  in  constructing  the  first  telegraph  line  in 
this  country.  He  became  widely  known  as  an  emi- 
nent electrician,  and  invented  an  underground  cable 
for  which  the  Wesi-ern  L'nion  Telegraph  Co.  paid 
him  a  large  sum.  He  met  with  excellent  success  in 
his  undertakings,  and  was  highly  respected  and  es- 
teemed for  his  sterling  worth  and  many  excellencies 
of  character.  His  death  occurred  in  Philadelphia 
May  30,  1891,  and  his  remains  were  brought  back 
to  Cheshire  for  interment.  His  wife,  who  bore  the 
maiden  name  of  Lydia  A.  Gilbert,  was  born  in  Ham- 
den,  Conn..  Feb.  11,  1823.  and  died  in  Philadelphia 
Sept.  22.  1893.  Their  children  were  Laura  Gilbert, 
wife  of  J.  Lowrie  Bell;  David;  Linda,  wife  of  Ed- 
ward Troth :  Anna  Le  Conte,  wife  of  Henry  S. 
Snow;  and  Edwin  M. 

Linda  Hull,  the  wife  of  (V)  David  Brooks, 
traced  her  ancestry  to  Richard  Hull,  a  native  of 
Derhvshire,  England,  who  came  to  America  with 
the  first  settlers,  and  was  made  a  freeman  in  Dor- 
chester, ^lass.,  in  1634.  About  1637  he  removed 
to  Boston,  and  from  there  came  to  X^ew  Haven, 
where  he  took  the  oath  of  fidelity.  He  was  one  of 
the  founders  of  the  X'ew  Haven  Colony,  and  was  a 
land  owner  in  this  countv,  and  lived  on  what  is  now 
called  Chaoel  street.  He  was  a  God-fearing  marj 
and  a  good  citizen,  but  not  a  Puritan,  and  on  that 
account  came  to  X^ew  Haven,  where  he  died  in  Sep- 
tember, 1662.  He  had  two  sons — John  and  Joseph 
— and  one  daughter.  From  Joseph  descended  Gen. 
William  Hull  and  Commodore  Isaac  Hull. 

(II)  John  Hull,  son  of  Richard,  was  born  in 
1640,  in  X'ew  Haven,  and  there  grew  to  manhood. 
In  1661  he  removed  to  Stratford,  Conn.,  where  he 
was  numbered  among  the  planters  for  seven  vears. 
In  1668  he  went  to  Pawgassett.  now  Derby.  Conn., 
and  it  is  supposed  that  he  was  one  of  the  first  set- 
tlers of  that  town,  which  he  named  Derby  for  his 
father's  old  home  in  England.  There  he  made  his 
home  until  1677.  and  built  several  dwelling  houses 
for  his  sons.  Fle  also  built  the  first  corn-flour  mill 
in  Wallingford,  to  which  town  he  removed  in  1687, 
there  buving  700  acres  of  land,  which  now  forms  a 
part  of  Cheshire.  He  was  known  as  Dr.  John  Hull, 
and  is  supposed  to  have  been  a  physician.    His  death 
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occurred  in  W'allingford  Dec.  6,  171 1,  and  he  was 
buried  there.  He  was  three  times  married,  and  the 
name  of  his  first  wife  is  unknown.  On  Oct.  19, 
1671,  he  wedded  Mary  Jones,  and  on  Sept.  20,  1699, 
married  Kebecca  Turner.  His  children  bv  the  first 
marriage  were:  John,  born  March  14,  1661  ;  Sam- 
uel, Feb.  4,  1663;  Mary,  Oct.  31,  1664;  and  Joseph, 
1662  (who  is  mentioned  below).  Bv  the  second 
union  there  were  five  children  :  J]enjamin,  born  Oct. 
7,  1672,  was  married  Dec.  14,  1695,  to  Elizabeth 
Andrews,  and  engaged  in  the  practice  of  medicine; 
Ebenezer,  born  in  1673,  ^^'^s  married  March  4,  1706, 
to  Lydia  Mi.x,  and  died  in  1709;  Richard  was  born 
in  1674;  Jeremiah,  born  in  1679,  married  Hannah 
Cook,  of  W'allingford,  and  was  also  a  physician; 
and  Archer  completed  the  family. 

(HI)  Capt.  Joseph  Hull,  son  of  Dr.  John  Hull, 
was  born  in  1662  in  Derby,  and  there  spent  his 
entire  life,  engaged  in  commercial  and  agricultural 
pursuits.  He  was  a  man  of  great  influence  in  the 
community ;  represented  his  town  in  the  General 
Assembly ;  was  a  worthy  member  of  the  Congrega- 
tional Church ;  and  a  captain  in  the  militia.  He 
died  in  Derby  in  1744,  and  was  buried  there.  He 
■was  the  great-grandfather  of  Commodore  Isaac 
Hull,  who  commanded  the  celebrated  frigate  "Con- 
s6tution."  In  1691  he  wedded  Mary  Xichols,  a 
■daughter  of  Isaac  Xichols.  She  died  in  1733,  and  two 
years  later  he  married  Hannah  Botsford,  widow  of 
John  Prindle.  She  died  in  Derby,  and  was  buried 
there.  In  his  familv  were  children  as  follows:  Sam- 
uel, born  in  1692  (he  made  his  home  in  Derby)  ; 
Joseph,  in  1694;  Caleb,  mentioned  below:  .\bijah, 
born  in  1697:  Andrew,  in  1698:  >rary  (Mrs.  Rus- 
sell, of  Derby),  in  1699:  Sarah  (Mrs.  Beach,  of 
Stamford),  in  1701  :  and  Xathan,  in  1709. 

(IV)  Caleb  Hull,  son  6i  Capt.  Joseph  Hull,  was 
bom  in  Derby  Feb.  4.  i6r)5.  and  at  the  age  of  four- 
teen went  to  live  with  his  grandfather.  Dr.  John 
Hull,  in  Wallingford.  at  that  gentleman's  request. 
The  Doctor  gave  him  one  hundred  acre;  of  land  at 
Broad  Swamp,  how  a  part  of  Cheshire,  where  he 
built  a  house  and  made  many  other  improvements. 
He  died  there  in  September,  1788,  and  was  buried 
in  Cheshire.  A  true  patriot  and  loval  American, 
he  answered  to  the  first  call  for  troops  during  the 
Revolution,  althoueh  eighty  vears  of  age,  and  went 
to  the  defense  of  Boston.  He  also  answered  to  the 
Lexington  call,  together  with  his  son  and  grand- 
son. He  was  a  man  of  honor  and  integrity,  and  was 
one  of  the  representative  citizens  of  his  community. 
On  Mav  i.  172a..  he  married  Mercv  Benham.  a  na- 
tive of  Wallingford.  who  died  .\pril  19,  1766,  and 
was  laid  to  rest  in  Cheshire  cemeterv.  They  had 
twelve  children,  namely:  Sarah,  born  .A.pril  25, 
1725,  married  Reuben  .A.twater.  of  Cheshire:  An- 
drew, born  .\ug.  23,  1726,  died  Sept.  21.  1774 :  Mary, 
born  April  27,  1728,  was  married  Oct.  3,  1745,  to 
Jonathan  Hitchcock;  Samuel.  Iiorn  March  22,  1730, 
is  mentioned  below;  Joseph,  born  Aug.   29,   1732, 


died  in  infancy;  Abijah,  born  Oct.  Ii,  1733,  died 
Dec.  14,  1733;  Joseph,  born  June  10,  1735,  died  Dec. 
4-  1735;  Caleb,  born  May  31,  1736,  died  Aug.  8, 
1736:  Submit,  born  Dec.  12.  1737,  died  Feb.  13, 
1738;  Patience,  born  Oct.  15,  1740,  died  in  Septem- 
ber, 1764;  Joseph  was  born  April  18,  1741  ;  and 
Caleb,  born  Dec.  16,  1742,  married  Mary  Street, 
and  died  June  4,  1767. 

(V)  Samuel  Hull,  son  of  Caleb,  was  a  well- 
known  and  highly  respected  citizen  of  Cheshire, 
where  he  was  born  and  reared,  and  later  followed 
farming,  owning  land  in  that  town.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  Congregational  Church.  He  served 
as  a  soldier  in  the  Revolutionary  war.  He  flied 
April  27,  1791,  and  was  buried  in  Cheshire  ceme- 
tery. In  Wallingford  he  was  married,  Dec.  26, 
1753,  to  Eunice  Cook,  who  was  bom  June  29,  1735, 
a  daughter  of  Capt.  Samuel  and  Hannah  (  Lewis ) 
Cook,  and  granddaughter  of  Samuel  and  Hannah 
( Ives)  Cook,  and  of  Ebenezer  and  Elizabeth  (Mer- 
riman )  Lewis,  of  Wallingford.  The  children  of 
this  union  were  as  follows  :  A  son,  born  Jan.  i,  1755, 
died  in  infancy;  Jedediah  was  born  Feb.  26,  1756; 
a  son,  bom  Feb.  2,  1758,  died  in  infancy;  Samuel, 
born  May  27,  1759,  is  mentioned  below:  Zephaniah, 
born  ^lay  i,  1761,  made  his  home  in  Wallingford, 
\'t.,  where  he  died  Feb.  20,  1840:  Epaphras.  born 
xApril  9,  1763,  also  died  in  Wallingford,  Vt.,  .\pril 
13,  1827:  Eunice,  born  April  16,  1765,  married 
Sherifif  Whipple,  of  Cazenovia.  X".  Y.,  and  died  Dec. 
18,  1820;  Lois,  born  Feb.  i,  1767,  died  Oct.  20, 
^777'-  Caleb,  born  X'ov.  9,  1768.  died  in  Wallingford, 
\'t.,  Aug.  9.  1816:  Elizabeth,  born  Oct.  28,  1770, 
died  Aug.  13,  1777;  Josephus.  bom  Aug.  24,  1772, 
died  in  Wallingford.  Vt.,  March  18,  1813;  and  Han- 
nah, born  Oc!;.  11,  1775,  married  A.  Meacham,  of 
Wallingford,  \'t.,  and  died  in  1850. 

(VI)  Samuel  Hull,  son  of  Samuel.  Sr.,  and  fa- 
ther of  Airs.  David  Brooks,  was  born  on  the  old 
Hull  homestead  in  Cheshire,  and  like  his  father  and 
grandfather  was  a  soldier  of  the  Revolutionary  war. 
Throughout  life  he  followed  the  occupation  of  farm- 
ing in  his  native  town,  and  was  one  of  the  most 
highly  esteemed  and  honored  citizens  of  his  com- 
munity. He  died  upon  his  farm  Oct.  27,  1848.  and 
was  laid  to  rest  in  Cheshire  cemeterv.  His  wife, 
who  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Abigail  Doolittle,  was 
born  May  26,  1766,  and  died  Oct.  10.  1835  :  her  re- 
mains were  interred  in  the  same  cemeterv.  They 
had  ten  children,  namely:  Stella,  born  Alarch  27, 
1786.  married  Jonathan  Law,  and  died  Dec.  13, 
1841  :  Jedediah  was  born  in  1788;  Anne  was  torn 
Jan.  13,  1704;  Linda,  born  Feb.  6.  T796,  was  the  wife 
of  David  Brooks,  our  subject :  Eunice,  horn  Xov. 
12.  1798,  married  Birdsey  Booth,  of  Cuvahoga  Falls, 
Ohio;  Charlotte  L..  born  Seot.  0.  iSoo,  married 
John  Olmsted,  of  Hartford.  Conn. ;  Samuel  Cook, 
bom  .A.ug.  4.  1802.  died  Aug.  26.  1804;  Samuel, 
bom  Feb.  4,  1805,  died  in  Morris.  Grundv  Co..  111.; 
Julius,  born  July  i,  1807,  married  Lucy  Ives,  and 
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r  ■iiinvtci  to  Ohio;  and  Andrew  Franklin,  born  Jan. 
II    1811,  married  Adeline  Munson,  and  died  Jan. 

I,   1845-' 

HON.  WILLIAM  E.  DOWNES,  of  New  Ha- 
vt-n  now  retired,  was,  a  generation  ago,  one  of  the 
Icadiiii^  manufacturers  and  prominent  citizens  of 
Xc\v  Haven  county,  where  his  active  career  of  law- 
vor,  legislator  and  manufacturer  for  twenty- five 
vcars  was  passed. 

Mr.  Downes  was  born  Aug.  22,  1824,  in  the 
town  of  Milford,  Conn.,  and  is  strictly  a  Xew  Eng- 
lander,  a  product  of  Connecticut,  for  here  his  an- 
cestors have  figured  from  the  very  dawn  of  the 
Colonial  period.  He  is  the  son  of  the  late  Horatio 
and  Xancy  (Smitii)  Downes.  who  had  much  of  the 
Puritan  in  their  character  and  aspect,  and  grandson 
of  John  and  Hannah  (Stone)  Downes,  the  former 
a  patriot  of  the  Revolution,  and  in  the  family  is  a 
vcrv  interesting  diary  which  was  kept  by  him  from 
1764  to  1810,  containing,  with  very  few  exceptions. 
an  entry  for  every  day  during  that  long  period. 
Among  the  ancestors  of  our  subject  through  his 
prandniother,  Hannah  (Stone)  Downes.  was  one  of 
the  founders  of  the  church  in  Connecticut — Rev. 
Tliomas  Hooker,  of  Hartford :  and  through  his 
mother  he  is  in  direct  line  from  Gov.  Robert  Treat, 
Rev.  Samuel  Andrew,  of  Milford,  one  of  the  lead- 
ing men  in  Xew  England  and  one  of  the  principal 
founders  of  Yale  College,  and  for  a  dozen  or  more 
years  from  1707  rector  of  it:  and  he  is  also  through 
the  same  channel  in  direct  line  from  Edmund  Tapp, 
one  of  the  first  settlers  of  Milford.  and  one  of  the 
first  five  judges  of  that  town. 

In  boyhood  \\'illiam  E.  Downes  attended  the 
district  schools  of  his  native  town  and  afterward 
completed  his  studies,  preparatory  to  entering  col- 
lege, with  the  Rev.  Asa  M.  Train,  of  }iIilford.  He 
entered  Yale  College  in  1841,  and  four  years  later 
was  graduated  in  the  class  of  '45,  the  valedicto- 
rian being  James  G.  Gould,  a  fine  scholar  and  most 
gifted  man.  Mr.  Downes  chose  the  profession  of 
the  law  as  a  life  work,  and  in  the  preparation  for 
it  studied  one  year  under  the  direction  of  the  late 
distinguished  lawyer,  Hon.  Alfred  Blackm.an.  of 
New  Haven.  He  then  entered  the  Yale  Law  School, 
and  after  the  usual  course  of  study  was  admitted 
to  the  Bar  of  the  State  of  Connecticut  in  DanBury, 
m  1848.  In  December  of  the  same  year  he  opened 
an  office  in  Birmingham,  Conn.,  and  began  the 
practice  of  his  profession,  continuing  therein  until 
1863,  when  he  relinquished  it  and  succeeded  the  late 
Dr.  Howe,  his  father-in-law,  in  the  management  of 
the  business  of  the  Howe  !>.Ianufacturins:  Co.,  of 
Birmingham,  and  remained  in  its  active  manage- 
ment until  1875.  when  the  burden  of  the  work  was 
turned  over  to  other  hands.  As  a  lawyer  Mr. 
Downes  gained  and  kept  the  confidence,  respect  and 
esteem  of  the  community  in  which  he  lived,  as  well 
as  that  of  his  brethren  at  the  Bar.  His  business 
surelv  and  steadilv  increased  as  his  worth  and  abil- 


ity became  known,  and  when  he  relinquished  his 
practice,  it  was  a  source  of  sincere  regret  to  a  nu- 
merous clientage. 

Since  the  retirement  of  Mr.  Downes  from  the 
active  management  of  the  Howe  Manufacturing 
Co.  he  has  given  his  time  to  the  management  of  his 
own  affairs,  and  in  the  performance  of  the  duties 
of  the  many  positions  of  trust  and  responsibility 
which  he  has  filled.  For  a  decade  or  more  he  was 
president  of  the  Derby  Savings  Bank.  He  is  a 
director  and  member  of  the  executive  committee  of 
the  Ousatonic  Water  Co.,  and  a  director  and  valued 
counsellor  and  adviser  in  many  other  corporations 
in  Derbv  and  elsewhere.  With  the  Ousatonic  Water 
Co.  he  has  been  prominently  identified  from  the  be- 
ginning, having  been  employed  as  one  of  the  coun- 
sel to  obtain  a  charter  for  the  company  from  the 
Legislature  of  Connecticut.  As  early  as  1855  he 
was  sent  to  the  State  Legislature  from  the  town  of 
Derbv.  He  again  represented  that  town  in  the  same 
body  in  1882."  and  for  the  third  time  in  1883.  He 
took  a  prominent  part  in  the  establishment  of  the 
"Board  of  Pardons."  and  was  chiefly  instrumental 
in  procuring  the  passage  of  the  "Act  Concerning 
Insane  Persons,"  in  the  year  1889,  and  modestly 
savs  that  such  satisfaction  as  he  has  derived  from 
his  legislative  experience  arises  from  his  connectioit 
with  these  two  acts.  For  several  years  Mr.  Downes, 
at  some  sacrifice,  filled  the  office  of  justice  of  the 
peace  in  the  town  of  Derbv. 

In  referring  to  his  make-up,  a  writer  has  said: 

Mr.  Downes  is  possessed  of  certain  qualities  rarely  found, 
as  in  him.  in  harmonious  combination.  While  a  lover  of  books, 
and  of  reading  and  with  the  instincts  and  tastes  of  a  scholar,  he 
is  at  the  same  time  a  practical  man  of  affairs,  with  an  aptitude 
for  business  born  of  a  thorough  legal  and  business  training,  and 
of  a  large  and  %-aried  experience.  In  the  manv  corporations 
with  which  he  is  connected,  his  opinion  carries  much  weight, 
and  his  counsel  is  rarely  disregarded.  While  modest  and 
retiring  in  disposition,  and  willing  to  yield  to  the  judgment  of 
others  in  matters  of  minor  importance,  he  is  steadfast  in  matters 
of  principle  and  loval  to  his  convictions  at  all  times,  without 
regard  to  consequence.  His  conclusions  are  generally  reached 
only  after  mature  reflection  and  although  they  are  held  with 
firmness,  the  lirmness  never  degenerates  into  obstinacy.  He 
has  an  instinct  for  justice  and  a  sense  of  honor  "  that  feels  a 
stain  like  a  wound."  His  keen  perception  of  the  humorous  side 
of  human  nature  and  conduct,  coupled  with  a  genial,  kindly 
disposition,  makes  him  a  delightful  companion,  and  relieves  the 
"prosiness"  of  many  a  business  meeting. 

Politically  Mr.  Downes  has  generally  acted  with 
the  Republican  party.  His  religious  faith  is  that  of 
the   Congregational  Church. 

In  1851  Mr.  Downes  was  married  to  Jane  M., 
only  child  of  Dr.  John  I.  Howe,  of  Birminc:ham, 
Conn.,  and  their  children  are:  >Irs.  Helen  G.  At- 
water.  of  Xew  Haven,  Conn. ;  William  Howe,  of 
Boston,  Mass.:  and  Mrs.  Catherine  T.  Whiting  and 
John  I.  H.,  of  Xew  Haven.  Since  1887  Mr.  Downes 
has  made  his  home  in  X^ew  Haven. 

The  late  Dr.  Johx  I.  Howe,  father  of  Mrs. 
Downes,  was  born  in  1703.  i"  Ridsreficld,  Conn.,  and 
was  graduated  from  the  Medical  L'niversity  of  Xew 
York.     He  was  married  to  Cornelia  Ann.  daughter 
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of  George  Ireland,  of  New  York,  and  for  many 
years  practiced  liis  profession  with  skill  and  success 
in  that  city.  As  early  as  18.28  he  obtained  a  patent 
on  rubber  comijounds.  In  1832  and  1833  he  devised 
a  machine  for  making-  pins,  and  in  1835  the  Howe 
Manufacturing  Co.  was  organized  in  Xew  York  for 
the  manufacturing  of  that  article.  For  thirty  years 
Dr.  Howe  had  the  sole  management  of  the  manu- 
facturing department  of  the  company.  In  1838  the 
concern  was  removed  to  Birmingham,  Connecticut. 
Dr.  Howe  was  in  the  lead  as  the  first  practical 
and  successful  pin  manufacturer  by  means  of  auto- 
matic machinery,  one  of  the  most  useful  inventions 
of  the  country.  His  death  occurred  in  1876,  when 
aged  eighty-four  years. 

D.\NIEL  HUMISTOX.  Only  those  lives  are 
worthy  of  record  that  have  been  potential  factors  in 
the  public  progress,  in  promoting  the  general  wel- 
fare, or  advancing  the  educational  or  moral  in- 
terests of  the  community.  Daniel  Humiston,  of 
Cheshire,  was  ever  faithful  to  his  duties  of  citi- 
zenship, and  by  the  successful  conduct  of  his  busi- 
ness interests  not  only  promoted  his  individual  suc- 
cess, but  also  advanced  the  general  prosperity.  In 
his  life  span  of  seventy-seven  years  he  accomplished 
much,  and  left  behind  him  an  honorable  record,  well 
worthy  of  perpetuation.  He  was  born  in  the  town 
of  Cheshire,  Sept.  23,  1788,  and  died  Oct.  22,  1865. 

The  Humiston  family  is  one  of  the  oldest  and 
most  respected  in  New  Haven  countv.  where  it  was 
founded  about  1650  by  Henry  Humiston,  who  spent 
the  remainder  of  his  life  in  W'allingford,  dying  Jan. 
16,  1663.  He  was  married  Aug.  28,  165 1,  to  Joanna 
Walker,  and  they  had  four  children,  namely:  Sam- 
uel, born  Aug.  7.  1652;  Nathaniel,  Jan.  13,  1654; 
Thomas,  Oct.  19,  1656;  and  Abigail,  May  17,  1661. 

James  Humiston,  grandson  of  the  progenitor  of 
the  family  in  this  countn,-,  was  born  in  New  Haven, 
and  from  there  removed  to  Wallingford,  where  he 
died  Aug.  17,  1747.  On  Jan.  7,  1719,  he  married 
Sarah  Atwater,  and  in  their  family  were  six  chil- 
dren:  Daniel,  born  Nov.  16,  1721  ;  Stephen,  born 
Nov.  9,  1723;  Noah,  born  3,Iarch  i.  1729,  died  Sept. 
3,  1729;  James,  born  Oct.  28,  1734  (married  Abiah 
Ives)  ;  Hannah;  and  Noah,  born  June  13,  1745. 

Daniel  Humiston,  a  son  of  James,  and  the  grand- 
father of  our  subject,  was  born  in  Wallingford,  and 
when  a  young  man  came  to  Cheshire,  where  he 
owned  land  and  engaged  in  farming  throughout  his 
active  business  life.  There  he  died  July  27,  1767, 
and  was  buried  in  Cheshire  cemetery.  His  wife, 
who  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Abigail  Doolittle, 
died  Jan.  i,  1809,  at  the  age  of  eighty-three  years. 
In  their  family  were  eight  children,  whose  names 
and  dates  of  birth  were  as  follows:  Sarah,  Dec. 
14,  1744;  Hannah.  March  2.  1747;  Stephen,  July 
17,  1751  ;  L>'lia,  March  17,  1754;  Patience,  Nov. 
28,  1756;  Daniel,  .\pril  10,  1759;  John,  June  30, 
1761  ;  and  Jesse,  March  12,  1764. 

Jesse  Humiston,  just  mentioned,  was  born  and 


reared-  on  his  father's  farm  in  Cheshire,  and  after 
his  marriage  located  on  a  farm  in  West  Cheshire, 
where  he  spent  the  remainder  of  his  life,  devoting 
his  time  and  attention  to  agricultural  pursuits.  He 
was  well  known  and  highly  respected.  He  died 
]^iarch  12,  1832,  and  was  laid  to  rest  in  the  family 
cemetery,  in  Cheshire.  He  married  Lois  Doolittle, 
a  daughter  of  Amos  Doolittle,  and  she  departed  this 
life  Feb.  8,  1847,  at  the  age  of  eighty-four  years. 
Politically  he  was  a  W  hig,  and  religiously  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Episcopal  Church.  His  children  were 
Daniel,  our  subject;  Lois,  who  died  at  the  age  of 
twenty ;  Jesse  A.,  who  married  Eliza  Preston, 
daughter  of  Reuben  Preston;  Alma,  who  married 
Samuel  FIull,  of  Cheshire;  and  John,  who  married 
Rhoda  Nichols,  of  Wolcott,  Connecticut. 

At  the  age  of  three  years  Daniel  Humiston  re- 
ceived a  physical  injury  which  it  was  thought 
would  unfit  him  for  the  active  work  of  farm  life,. 
hence  it  was  determined  to  prepare  him  for  a  pro- 
fession. He  pursued  a  thorough  course  in  the 
Episcopal  Academy  of  his  native  town,  from  which 
he  graduated  at  the  age  of  seventeen,  his  scholar- 
,  ship  being  highly  commended  by  his  teachers  and 
classmates.  His  ailment  having,  meantime,  been 
much  alleviated,  he  resolved  to  engage  in  farming, 
to  which  occupation  he  was  always  partial.  He  in- 
dustriously pursued  that  vocation  as  his  life  work, 
and  was  rewarded  with  a  fair  measure  of  success, 
owning  and  successfully  operating  a  tract  of  165 
acres  of  land  in  the  western  part  of  Cheshire,  upon 
which  he  made  extensive  improvements.  He  died 
upon  his  farm  and  was  laid  to  rest  in  the  Cheshire 
cemetery.  He  was  an  active  and  prominent  mem- 
ber of  St.  Peter's  Episcopal  parish,  served  as  vestn,-- 
man  of  the  church  for  some  years  and  for  many 
years  previous  and  up  to  his  death  -vvas  parish  clerk. 

Politically  Daniel  Humiston  was  first  a  Whig  and 
later  a  Republican.     He  was  a  modest,  unobtrusive 
man,   with   no   inclination   for   public   life,   but   his 
'  townsmen,   appreciating  his   good   qualities,   called 
him  to  serve  in  various  offices,  and  in  1840  elected 
him   as   one   of   their   representatives   in    the    State 
Legislature.     He  also  filled  the  office  of  selectman 
in  Cheshire.     Those  who  were  most  intimately  as- 
\  sociated  with  him  speak  in  unqualified  terms  of  his 
sterling   integrity,    his   honor   in    business   and    his 
fidelity  to  all  the  duties  of  public  and  private  life. 
He  was  faithful  to  his  church,  to  his  country  and 
■  to  his   friends,  and   in   his  home  was   a  most  ex- 
emplary husband  and  father.     His  death  occasioned 
deep  regret  throughout  the  community,  and  Che- 
j  shire  thereby  lost  one  of  its  most  valued  citizens. 
!        On  June  16,  1816,  Daniel  Humiston  wedded  Juli- 
I  ana  Ives,  a  native  of  Cheshire,  and  a  daughter  of 
Jared   and   Achsah    (Doolittle)    Ives.      She   was   a 
ladv-  of  culture  and   refinement,   an  excellent  wife 
and  mother,  and  a  consistent  member  of  the  Epis- 
copal Church.    She  died  Dec.  23,  1833,  and  was  laid 
'  to   rest   in    St.    Peter's    Church   cemetery.      In    the 
familv  were  three  children :  Chauncey  Ives,  who  re- 
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sidi-il  on  the  home  farm  until  his  death,  Nov.  ii, 
"1884  ;  John  D.,  who  was  engaged  in  business  in  New 
York',  and  there  died  Jan.  19,  1867;  and  JuHa  _A., 
the  onlv  survivor.  Miss  Julia  resides  in  West 
Chcsliire,  and  is  beloved  and  respected  by  all  who 
know  her.  With  a  charity  that  knuws  no  limit,  she 
seems  to  find  her  greatest  happiness  in  doing  good 
to  those  around  her.  Even  the  dumb  animals  have 
received  her  attention,  and  for  them  she  placed  a 
watering  tank  in  West  Cheshire;  she  gave  to  the  vil- 
lage the  town  clock;  a  receiving  vault  in  Cheshire 
cemetery ;  and  many  other  things.  She  takes  a  deep 
interest  in  educational  affairs,  is  highly  intellectual 
and  cultured,  and  is  quite  popular  with  the  public. 

JOSEPH  NOYES  NICHOLS  (deceased)  was 
one  of  the  leading  citizens  and  successful  agricul- 
turists of  Waterbury,  where  he  was  bom  Dec.  17, 
1824.  The  Nichols  family  is  one  of  the  oldest  in 
Connecticut.  Sergt.  Francis  Niciiols,  the  first  of 
the  name  in  New  England,  was  a  native  of  England, 
and  one  of  the  first  settlers  of  Stratford,  FairtTeld 
Co.,  Conn.,  where  he  located  in  1639.  He  is  sup- 
posed to  have  been  closely  related  to  Sir  Richard 
Nichols,  the  first  English  governor  of  New  York, 
r.cforc  coming  to  this  country  he  was  a  member  of 
the  I  lorse  Guards  of  London.  He  owned  property 
in  Stratford,  Conn.,  and  Southland,  Long  Island, 
and  siH-'Ut  his  last  days  in  the  former  place,  where  he 
died  and  was  buried.  For  his  second  wife  he  mar- 
ried r.arnahas  Wines,  who  after  his  death  wedded 
Jolin  Elton,  of  Southland,  Long  Island.  By  his 
first  marriage  he  had  four  children :  Isaac.  Caleb 
and  John,  who  were  all  born  in  England;  and  ^Irs. 
Richard  Mills.  The  only  child  of  the  second  union 
was  Ann,  wife  of  Christopher  Young. 

Isaac  Nichols,  son  of  Francis,  came  with  his  par- 
ents to  the  New  World  and  spent  the  remainder  of 
his  life  in  Stratford.  Conn.,  where  he  owned  and 
operated  a  farm.  He  died  in  1695,  and  was  buried 
there.  By  his  wife,  Margaret,  he  had  the  following 
children  :  Mary,  who  was  born  Feb.  2.  1648,  and 
married  Rev.  Israel  Channev :  Sarah,  who  was  born 
Nov.  I,  1649,  arid  married  Stephen  Burrett ;  Josiah, 
born  Jan.  29,  1652  ;  Isaac,  March  12,  1654  :  Jonathan, 
Dec.  10,  1655:  Ephraim,  Dec.  15,  1657;  Patience, 
Feb.  2,  1660;  Temperance,  ^lay  17,  1662:  Marg-ery, 
Nov.  30,  1663;  Benjamin,  Feb.  2,  1666;  and  Eliza- 
beth, who  was  born  April  2,  1668,  and  was  married 
Jiilv  9,  1601,  to  Rev.  Joseph  Webb. 

Isaac  Nichols.  Jr.,  a  son  of  Isaac,  was  also  a  life- 
long resident  of  Stratford,  a  farmer  and  land  owner. 
Ttierc  he  died  in  1690.  Bv  his  wife,  Mary,  he  had 
three  children:  Francis,  Tune  3.  1^176;  Richard, 
Nov.  26.  1678:  and  Joseph. "Nov.  "i,  1680. 

Joseph  Nichols,  a  son  of  Isaac,  Jr,,  was  born  and 
reared  in  Stratford,  whence  he  removed  to  Long 
Island,  and  in  1728  came  to  Waterburv,  where  he 
owned  propertv.  Here  he  died  March  10,  1733, 
and  was  buried  in  Waterburv  cemetery.  He  mar- 
ried Elizabeth  Wood,  of  Stratford,  and  they  had  a 


family  of  eight  children :  James,  born  on  Long 
Island  June  27,  1712;  George,  born  at  the  same 
place  July  14,  1714;  Elizabeth,  who  was  married  in 
1740  to  Ebenezer  Waklee ;  Richard;  Joseph,  born 
in  1724:  I\Iaria;  Isaac,  who  was  born  May  4,  1729, 
and  died  in  the  British  army  in  1776;  and  Benja- 
min, born  May  14,   1731. 

Joseph  Nichols,  Jr.,  son  of  Joseph,  was  born  on 
Long  Island,  and  came  with  his  parents  to  Water- 
bury,  where  he  subsequently  owned  and  operated  a 
farrn  until  called  from  this  life,  Jan.  24,  1773,  On 
Sept.  6,  1750,  in  Waterbury,  he  married  Tamar 
Bronson,  daughter  of  Lieut.  John  Bronson,  and  to 
them  were  born  two  children :  Seymour,  mentioned 
below;  and  Eunice,  who  was  born.Sept.  6,  1753,  and 
married  Michael  Bronson.  The  mother  of  these 
children  died  Nov.  14,  I7S5-  and  on  Dec.  15,  1757, 
the  father  married  Annie  Webster,  by  whom  he  had 
one  child,  Lucy,  who  was  born  Dec.  5,  1758,  and 
married  Luke  Adams. 

Sevmour  Nichols,  son  of  Joseph.  Jr.,  was  born 
April '20,  1751,  in  Waterbury,  where -he  spent  his 
entire  life  as  a  farmer,  land  owner  and  highly  re- 
spected citizen.  On  Jime  15.  1775'  lie  married  Mar- 
tha Hotchkiss,  and  to  them  were  born  ten  children, 
whose  names  and  dates  of  birth  were  as  follows: 
Joseph,  April  21,  1776;  Tamar  (wife  of  James  Chat- 
field),  Dec.  25,  1778:  Humphrey,  Nov.  23,  1781  ; 
Abigail,  March  2.  1784:  Chloe,  July  30,  1786;  Amy, 
Nov.  23,  1788:  William,  August,  1791 :  Chauncey, 
Februai-v,  1794:  Simon,  1796;  and  Philo,  June, 
1798. 

Humphrey  Nichols,  son  of  Seymour,  and  the 
father  of  our  subiect.  made  his  home  throughout 
life  in  Waterbury,  where  he  owned  a  farm,  and  like 
his  ancestors  he  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits. 
His  remains  were  interred  in  the  old  cemetery  where 
the  Bronson  Librarv  now  stands.  He  married  Esther 
Hotchkiss.  also  a  native  of  Waterburv,  and  a  daugh- 
ter of  Stephen  Hotchkiss.  In  their  family  were  the 
following  children:  Harriet,  born  Feb.  3.  t^^o. 
married'G.  A.  Hall:  Emeline,  born  May  20,  t8ii, 
m.arried  David  Terrell:  Stephen  H.  was  born  April 
23.  1813:  Isaac,  born  Sept.  27,  1814.  married  Lydia 
Frisbee:  William,  born  Jan.  27,  1817,  married  into 
the  well-known  .Atwood  familv;  Ann,  born  Feb.  8, 
1819,  died  May   12,   183:;:  Nancy,  born  June   15, 

1821,  married   INIarvin    Hills:   Eli,   born    Sept.    15, 

1822,  married  Jane  INIann :  Jioseph  N.,  our  subject, 
aiTid  David  complete  the  family. 

Joseph  N.  Nichols  grew  to  manhood  in  "Water- 
burv, and  became  a  prosperous  farmer  and  land 
owner  of  that  town.  He  owned  the  homestead  farm 
at  Simonville,  and  also  the  large  Hill  farm  en  Town 
Plot,  Waterbury,  upon  which  he  made  many  im- 
provements. It' was  the  Garrv  Hull  tract  of  eightv 
acres,  and  has  since  been  divided  into  lots  for  build- 
ing purposes.  He  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss 
Lucena  Clark,  of  New  Milford,  a  daughter  of  Daniel 
and  Lucy  fHanes")  Clark,  and  by  this  union  were 
born  seven  children:    (i)    Daniel  Humphrey,  who 
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died  in   1890,  first  married  Mary  C.  Gladding,  by  ' 
whom  he  liad  two  sons,  Frank  Bacon  anfl  Arthur 
W.,  both  members  of  St.  John's  Church  choir.    For  I 
his  second   wife  he  married   Albertha   Lobdell,   by  | 
whom  he  had  one  child,  Harvey  Humphrey.      (2)    j 
Clark    Holmes    is    mentioned    below.      (3)    Joseph 
Hayden  married  first   Xellie  Jackson,  by  whom  he 
had  two  children,   Louis   Hayden   and   Carl   Hum- 
phrey, and  for  his  second  wife  married  Alice  F'al-  , 
nier,  bv  whom  he  had  one  child.  Xellie  Alice.     (4)    ! 
Lucy  'Esther   resides  on   the   old   homestead.      ( 5 ) 
Emma  C.   died  in  April,    1885.      (6) Anna  L.  died 
Feb.  28,   18S7.     (7)   William  Francis,  who  is  con- 
nected with  the  L'nited  States  mail  service  and  re- 
sides in  Waterbury,  married  Annie  O'Rourke,  and 
they  have  three  children,  Gertrude  E..  Charles  and 
William.    Our  subject  died  April  21,  1878,  his  wife 
Sept.  14,  1887,  and  both  were  laid  to  rest  in  River- 
side cemetery.     They  were  faithful  members  of  St. 
John's  Episcopal  Church,  and  were  highly  respected 
and  esteemed  bv  all  who  knew  them.     In  his  politi- 
cal affiliations  Mr.  Nichols  was  a  Democrat,  and  he 
ever  took  a  commendable   interest   in  those  enter- 
prises calculated  to  advance  the  moral,  social  or  ma- 
terial welfare  of  his  town  and  county.     He  was  a 
kind  father,  a  loving  husband  and  true  friend. 

Cl.\rk  H.  Xichols.  son  o^  Joseph  X.,  was  bnrn 
on  the  home  farm  in  ^^'aterbury  April  29,  1859, 
and  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  of  Town 
Plot.  Fie  remained  under  the  parental  roof  until 
he  attained  his  majoritv,  and  then  learned  the  trade 
ot  a  brass  caster,  which  he  followed  in  Ansonia 
for  nine  years.  .\t  the  end  of  that  period  he  re- 
turned to  Waterburv,  and  was  employed  as  a  caster 
in  the  Scovill  foundrv  for  eight  years.  He  then 
purchased  the  David  Blodgett  place,  where  he  has 
since  m?de  his  home,  and  now  gives  his  entire  time 
and  attention  to  dealing  in  and  training  horses,  trav- 
eling in  Canada  and  other  sections  of  the  countr\'. 
He  is  a  wide-awake,  progressive  business  man,  and 
is  meeting  with  success  in  his  business  ventures. 
He  is  independent  in  politics,  and  a  member  of  the 
Knights  of  Pythias  fraternitv.  In  Providence,  R.  I., 
Oct.  4,  1883,  he  'married  ^liss  Annie  Wilson,  of 
Bristol,  Conn.,  who  died  ^lay  22,  1895. 

EDWIN  YALE  P.ULL.  one  of  tlie  highlv  re- 
spected and  well-known  citizens  of  Yalesville,  has 
been  a  resident  of  this  community  for  more  than 
half  a  century,  and  he  is  known  as  one  of  the  most 
widely  read  and  thoroughly  posted  men  of  Walling- 
ford.  ^[r.  r.ull  ^\as  Ix^rn  in  the  town  of  ^leriden. 
Feb.  19,  182^,  a  son  of  William  Bidl,  also  a  native  of 
Meriden.  Williain  Bull  was  a  well-known  citizen 
of  ^leridcn,  where  he  worked  at  his  trade  and  cul- 
tivated his  farm.  In  politics  he  was  a  Democrat, 
and  in  religion  a  Universalist.  Ruth  Hall,  his  wife, 
was  born  .\ng.  2;,  1780,  a  daughter  of  Benaiah 
and  Ruth  (Francis)  Hall,  and  she  died  in  Meriden. 

Edwin  Yale  Bull  was  educated  in  the  common 
schools  of  Meriden,  and  in  the  Connecticut  Literary 


Institute  of  Suffield.  He  started  life  for  himself 
at  an  early  age,  his  first  work  being  the  burnishing 
of  spoons  at  tlie  munificent  salary  of  forty-five  cents 
per  gross.  When  not  employed  in  the  shop  he 
worked  at  home  on  the  farm.  After  a  time  he 
was  taken  into  the  German-silver  shop  at  Meriden 
as  a  butfer,  and  then  was  made  a  forger  of  fine 
wares.  For  some  years  he  was  employed  in  a 
Britannia  spoon  factory,  and  for  three  and  a  half 
vears  worked  for  Steadman  &  Clark,  with  whom  he 
thoroughly  learned  the  tin  and  sheet  iron  trade. 
For  ten  years  he  was  a  journeyman  worker  at  this 
trade,  and  in  1S53  came  to  Yalesville  to  take  a 
place  as  a  die  sinker,  a  trade  he  mastered  for  him- 
self, and  one  in  which  he  takes  a  high  standing. 
The  following  year  he  secured  a  similar  position 
with  Garry  I.  Mi.x,  at  $2.00  per  day,  which  was 
gradually  increased  to  $2,000  per  year.  In  i860 
Mr.  Bull  entered  the  employ  of  R.  Wallace  &  Co., 
where  he  remained  for  two  years,  and  he  was  two 
vears  with  Hall,  Elton  &  Co.,  when  he  resumed  his 
work  with  G.  I.  Mix.  For  twenty-five  years  he  was 
steadily  at  work  as  die  sinker,  but  for  the  last  twelve 
vears  he  has  lived  a  retired  life,  spending  his  leisure 
hours  in  the  making  of  violins,  in  which  he  seems 
to  have  the  touch  of  a  genius.  Violins  that  come 
from  his  hands  give  forth  the  sweetest  tones,  and 
his  name  is  familiar  to  all  who  love  this  king  of 
musical  instruments. 

Mr.  Bull  is  a  ripe  scholar,  and  is  a  man  of  wide 
reading.  Latin,  French  and  other  languages  have 
been  mastered  by  him,  and  he  is  familiar  with  clas- 
sical lore.  In  politics  he  is  a  Republican,  and  was 
a  member  of  the  "Wide  Awakes"  in  the  first  Lincoln 
campaign.  Mr.  Bull  has  been  assessor  of  the  town, 
and  holds  the  unstinted  confidence  of  his  fellow 
citizens.  He  began  life  as  a  poor  boy,  and  by  in- 
dustry, economy  and  forethought  has  become 
well-to-do.  Mr.  Bull  has  never  married,  and  has 
lived  a  life  of  kindly  deeds,  finding  delight  and 
companionship,  not  only  in  the  world  of  books,  but 
in  the  great  open  world  of  nature  around  him. 

ELISHA  CHAPMAX  BISHOP,  a  prominent 
citizen  of  Guilford,  is  a  representative  of  one  of  the 
oldest  New  England  families.  ^Ir.  Bishop  is  a  de- 
scendant in  the  eighth  generation  from  John  Bishop, 
a  native  of  England,  who  founded  the  family  in 
America,  and  who  was  one  of  the  original  settlers 
of  Guilford.  Conn.  He  was  the  second  person  of 
the  twenty-five  who  signed  the  Plantation  Cove- 
nant. June  I,  1639,  on  the  voyage  from  England, 
and  was  one  of  the  four  persons  who  had  at  first 
the  sole  direction  of  the  aiTairs  of  the  Colonv  until 
the  formation  of  the  church.  He  was  married  in 
:  England,  but  the  family  name  of  his  wife  Anne  has 
not  been  ascertained.  After  his  migration  to 
America  Tohn  Bishop  remained  permanently  in  Cnul- 
ford.  where  he  died  in  Februarv.  1661.  His  wife 
died  in  Hartford  in  1676.  To  John  and  Anne  Bish- 
op were  born  three  children:    John,  who  died  m 
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Uciubor,  1683;  Stephen,  who  died  in  June,  1690; 
and  I'lCtliya,  who  married  James  Steel.  The  hne 
oi  descent  to  our  subject  is  through  John. 

I  11 )  John  Bishop,  son  of  (Ij  John,  married  Dec. 
1 1,  1C150,  Susanna  Goldham,  who  died  Xov.  i,  1703. 
■riicir  children  were  as  follows:  (i)  ^lary,  born 
Sc])t.  28,  1652,  married  John  Hodgkin;  {2)  John, 
sketch  of  whom  follows;  (3)  Susanna,  born  in 
1O57,  married  Moses  Blatchley,  and  died  in  Octo- 
ber, 17.29;  (4)  Ehzabeth,  born  in  1660,  married 
John  Scranton,  and  died  in  August,  1727;  (5J 
Daniel,  born  in  1665,  married  Hannah  Bradley,  and 
died  April  17,  1751  ;  (6j  Nathaniel,  born  in  1666, 
married  Mary  Hughes,  and  died  Alay  i,  1714;  (7) 
Sanuiel,  born  (Jet.  28,  1670,  married  Abigail  Wit- 
more,  and  died  Feb.  17,  1753;  (8)  Sarah,  born 
Jan.  22,  1674,  died  :\Iay  12,  1712;  (9)  Abigail, 
born  Jan.  26,  1681,  married  Samuel  Lee,  and  died 

June  5,  175'- 

(HI)  John  Bishop,  born  in  1655,  died  Nov.  25, 
1751.  He  married  July  3,  1689,  Elizabeth  Hitcli- 
cock,  who  died  March  14,  1712,  and  for  his  second 
wife  he  wedded  Alarch  8,  1713,  May  Johnson.  His 
children  were  as  follows:  (i)  Elizabeth,  born  Oct. 
14,  1690,  married  Samuel  Scranton;  (2)  John,  bom 
Aug.  12,  1692,  married  Abigail  Spinning,  and  died 
Jan.  28,  1752;  (3)  Ann.  born  Feb.  15,  1695,  mar- 
ried David  I-'ield.  and  died  in  1731  :  (4)  David, 
sketch  of  wliom  follows;  (5)  Jonathan,  born  Nov. 
8,  \f^,  married  Hannali  Chittenden;  (6)  Mary, 
liom  in  December,  1700,  married  Caleb  Jones,  and 
died  June  23,    1724;    (7)    Deborah  was  born  Feb. 

19,  1702;  (8)  Nathaniel,  born  May  6,  1704.  mar- 
ried ^[argaret  Blinn.  and  died  April  11.  1778;  (9) 
Timothy,  born  in  1708.  married  Hannah  Blinn,  and 
died  in  1794;  (10)  William  was  bom  Oct.  18.  1714; 
di)  Enos,  born  May  27,  1717.  married  Abigail 
Rurgis.  and  died  in  April,  1802;  {12)  Esther  was 
bom  Feb.  24.  1719;  (13)  Mercy,  born  May  7, 
1722,   married   Abraham   Dowd,   and    died   Dec.   3, 

1793- 

(IV)  David  Bishop,  born  Jan.  6,  1697,  died  Aug. 

20,  1773.  He  married  INIay  17,  1724.  Deborah  Stan- 
ley, and  their, children  were:  (il  Deborah,  born 
Jan.  17,  1725,  married  Jehiel  Evarts :  (2)  Hulda 
was  born  Aug.  5;.  1726:  (3)  David,  sketch  of  whom 
follows;  (4)  Chloe,  born  Julv  15,  1733,  married 
Handv  Eushnell :  (5)  Sarah,  born  Aug.  18,  1736, 
married  Miles  Hall,  and  died  April  8.   1792. 

(V)  David  Bishop,  born  Sept.  20,  1728,  died 
Jan.  25,  1792.  He  married  April  17.  1755,  Audrea 
Fowler,  who  was  born  Sept.  12,  1724,  and  died  Jan. 
24,  1815.  Their  cHildren  were:  (l^  Audrea.  bom 
Feb.  28,  1756,  died  March  28,  1757.  (2)  David. 
I)orn  July  29,  17^7.  married  Deborah  Fowler,  and 
died  April  19,  1833.  (3)  Huldah,  born  :March  4, 
'759.  died  Oct.  19.  1836;  she  married  Eber  Lee. 
(4'  Margaret,  born  Nov.  10,  1760.  died  Sept.  21, 
1764.  r^)  Jonathan,  .sketch  of  whom  follows.  (6) 
Jared,  born  Oct.  22,  1764,  married  Alary  Mason,  and 
died  Nov,  26,  1839. 


(VT)   Jonathan   Bishop   (grandfather  of  Elisha 
C),  born  Oct.   19,   1762,  died  Sept.  23,  1826.     He 
j  married  Feb.  21,  1787,  Huldah  Chapman,  born  Dec. 
]   I,  1762,  who  died  Sept.  17,  1828.     Their  two  chil- 
I  dren  were  Jonathan,  born  Dec.  19,  1787,  who  died 
I  Dec.  22,  1787  ;  and  Jonathan  (2),  a  sketch  of  whom 
'   follows.      (.VI)    Jonathan    Bishop    was    a    lifelong 
farmer  and  land  owner  in  the  town   of   Guilford, 
where  he  was  a  well-known   and   higiily-respected 
citizen.     During  the  Revolutionary   war  he  was  a 
member  of  the  Home  Guard,  for  coast  defense,  keep- 
ing the  Tories  from  supplying  the  English  troops 
with  produce,  etc.     In  politics  he  was  a  Federalist, 
and  in  religious  faith  a  member  of  the  Congrega- 
tional Church. 

(VII)  Jonathan  Bishop  (father  of  Elisha  C), 
born  March  30,  1797,  received  his  education^  in  the 
schools  of  Guilford,  and  by  close  reading  and  obser- 
vation of  men  and  things  he  became  well  versed  in 
the  leading  topics  of  the  day.  In  his  younger  days 
he  followed  the  sea,  chiefly  engaged  in  the  coasting 
trade,  and  rose  to  the  position  of  mate  of  a  vessel 
plying  in  the  cotton  trade  between  Southern  ports 
and  New  York.  Later  in  life  he  settled  down  to 
farming  on  the  homestead,  where  he  passed  the  rest 
of  his  days,  dying  ]\Iarch  16,  1887,  and  he  was  laid 
to  rest  in  the  East  cemetery.  In  religious  faith  he 
was  a  Congregationalist,  in  politics  a  Whig  and 
Republican. 

On  June  18.  1821,  Jonathan  Bishop  married 
Polly  Maria  Bishop,  born  Jan.  30,  1796,  a  daughter 
of  Seth  and  Hannah  (Parmeleej  Bishop.  She  died 
in  July,  1839,  and  for  his  second  wife  Mr.  Bishop 
wedded,  March  16,  1840,  Fanny  Maria  Dennison, 
bom  Alarch  i.  1803,  who  died  March  15,  1865.  For 
his  third  wife  he  married.  March  15,  1866,  Electa 
Maria  Stone,  born  Oct.  30,  1810.  The  children  of 
Jonathan  Bishop  were:  (T)  Ann  Maria,  born  Tan. 
22,  1822,  died  May  27,  1841 ;  (2)  Elisha  Chaprnan, 
sketch  of  whom  follows;  (3)  Richard  L.,  born  Dec. 
29,  1825,  married  Mary  G.  Hand,  and  died  Sept. 
7,  1889;  (4)  Hulda  J.,  born  April  7.  1828.  married 
George  Hull,  and  died  April  26,  1889;  (5)  Sophia 
Fowler,  born  May  13,  1835.  married  Thomas  Gris- 
wold;  (6)  Allen,  born  July  2,  1837,  died  Jan.  13, 
1S61  ;  (7)  a  son,  born  in  Tulv,  1839,  died  Julv  26, 
1839;  (8)  Alfred  Griswold"  was  born  Oct.  19.  1842: 
(91  William  Edwin,  born  Nov.  3.  1855,  married 
Ellen  A.  Stone. 

(VIII)  Elisha  C.  Bishop,  our  subject,  was  born 
April  10,  1824.  attended  the  district  schools  of  Guil- 
ford, and  remained  on  the  home  farm  until  he  was 
twenty  years  old.  At  that  time  he  commenced  to 
learn  the  trade  of  machinist,  and  worked  at  same 
in  Guilford,  on  his  own  account.  In  1861  he  em- 
barked in  business  in  the  oil  fields,  on  his  own 
speculation,  at  Titusville,  Crawford  Co.,  Pa.,  and 
after  he  had  been  so  engaged  some  ten  years,  meet- 
ing with  good  success,  he  returned  to  Guilford,  in 
1870.  He  then  settled  down  to  general  farming, 
and  has  been  engaged  in  that  occupation  ever  since. 
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In  1874  he  built  one  of  the  finest  dwelHngs  in  Guil- 
ford, commodious  and  comfortable,  and  fitted  up 
with  all  modern  improvements.  In  his  political 
predilections  Mr.  Bishop  was  formerly  a  Republi- 
can, but  is  now  a  Prohibitionist  in  principle.  In 
18S2  he  represented  the  town  of  Guilford  in  the 
State  Legislature ;  was  selectman  seven  or  eight 
years ;  member  of  the  school  committee ;  and  was 
warden  of  the  borotigh,  also  burgess.  In  religious 
faith  he  is  a  member  of  the  Congregational  Church. 

On  July  5,  1846,  Elisha  C.  Bishop  was  married 
to  Charlotte  G.  Fowler,  and  they  had  children  as 
follows:  (i)  Frederick  Chapman,  born  May  15, 
1847  (died  July  27,  1847)  ;  (2)  Frederick  C.  (2), 
Dec.  23,  1848;  (3)  Robert  D.,  June  14,  1850  (died 
Aug.  15,  1850)  ;  (4)  Robert  Allen,  March  16,  1851  ; 
(5)  Edward  Fowler,  March  11,  1852;  (6)  ^lary 
Cornelia,  Aug.  27,  1853;  (7)  Frank  H.,  March  22, 
1857;  (8)  Ida  and  (9)  Eva  S.  (twins).  April  19. 
1859;  (10)  Richard  ^Matthew,  ISIay  5,  1861  (died 
Sept.  22,  1861);  (11)  ]Marilla  Canfield,  Jan.  28, 
1864;  (12)  Ernest  Smith,  Oct.  28,  1866  (is  a  phy- 
sician in  New  York).  The  mother  of  these  died 
Oct.  6,  1885,  and  for  his  second  wife  Elisha  C. 
Bishop  wedded  Cornelia  F.  Fowler,  sister  to  his 
first  wife. 

The  Fowler  Family,  of  which  i\Irs.  Elisha  C. 
Bishop  is  a  member,  is  descended  from  (I)  Abra- 
ham Eowler,  who  was  born  at  Guilford  Aug.  29, 

1652,  and  died  Sept.  30,  1719.  He  married  Aug. 
29,  1677,  Elizabeth  Bartlett,  daughter  of  George 
and  Mary    (Cruttendcn)    Bartlett,  born   in  March, 

1653,  died  Oct.  4.  1742.  Children:  (i)  Abigail, 
born  in  1679.  rnarried  Pelatiah  Leete,  and  died  Oct. 
22,  1769;  (2)  Mary,  born  in  1681,  married  Samuel 
Ilopson,  and  died  Oct.  17,  1717:  ("3)  Abraham, 
bom  in  1683,  married  Elizabeth  Hubbard,  and  died 
Oct.  II,  1754;  (4)  Ebenezer.  sketch  of  whom  fol- 
lows; (5)  Daniel,  born  in  1686,  marr'ed  Grace 
Baron,  and  died  Dec.  20,  1776;  (6)  Josiah.  born  in 
1688,  married  Hannah  Baldwin,  and  died  Sept.  7, 
■1757;  ''7)  Caleb,  born  in  1690,  died  in  January, 
1724;  (8)  Elizabeth,  bom  in  1694,  died  Feb.  26, 
1794,  married  Andrew  Ward.  > 

I'll)  Ebenezer  Fowler,  born  in  1684..  in  Guilford, 
died  there  Nov.  28,  1768.    He  married  ^^ay  i,  1817, 
Elizabeth   Starr,  born  Nov.   26.   1695,  died   March 
26,   1765.     Children:    (i)    Ebenezer,  born  Jan.  II,  ■ 
1719,    married    Desire   Bristol,    and    died    Feb.    19,  i 
1800;  (2)  Nathaniel,  sketch  of  whom  follows:  (3)    '' 
Huldah,  born  March  6,  172-,  married  Samuel  Chit- 
tenden, and   died  Nov.   17.   1820:    (4")    Caleb,  bom 
Jan.  21.  I72r),  died  :March  17.  1726;  (5)  Caleb  (2), 
bom  Jan.  21,  1727.  died  Sept.  22,  1753:  (6)  Eliza- 
beth, born  Mav  26.  1732,  died  Dec.  22,  1810:   (7) 
Lucy,  born   Feb.    10,    173;,   married    Joseph   Weld, 
and  died  Sent.  ^.  1800;  f8)  William," born  Aug.  6, 
1738,  died  in  December,   1739.  i 

(ITD   Nathaniel  Fnwler.^born  March  21,  1721,  ■ 
died  Nov.  12.  i7'4.    He  married  Nov.  2,  I7,;7,  Lucy 
Chittenden,  born    March   12,    1735,   died   March   5,  ! 


'  1807.  Children:  (i)  Nathaniel,  sketch  of  whom 
follows;  (2)  Reuben,  born  June  11,  1760,  married 
Adah  Willard,  and  died  Sept.  2,  1832;  (3)  Lucy, 
born  Sept.  21,  1761,  married  Benjamin  Chittenden, 
and  died  June  9,  1835  ;   (4)   Hannah,  born  May  8, 

:   1765,  died  June  i,  1835,  rnarried  Gilbert  Cruttenden. 

!         (IV)    Nathaniel    Fowler,   born   July    14,    1758, 

'  died  Feb.  24,  1841.  He  was  a  private  in  the  war  of 
the  Revolution  (1776)  under  Col.  Talcott,  in  Capt. 
Hand's  Company.  He  married  Ruth  Evarts,  born 
June  30,  1760,  daughter  of  Timothy  and  Ann  (Dud- 
ley) Evarts.  Children:  (i)  Ruth,  born  Feb.  11, 
1783,  married  Eber  Cruttenden,  and  died  May  13, 
1866;  (2)  Ann,  born  Sept.  12,  1787,  died  Alay  25, 
186S;  (3)  Nathaniel,  born  Nov.  24,  1788,  married 
Sally  Cruttenden,  and  died  Nov.  28,  1857;  (4) 
Elisha,  born  April  6,  1790.  died  Dec.  13,  1876.  mar- 
ried Mary  Parmelee:  (5)  Richard,  born  May  5, 
1794.  married  Polly  Hart,  and  died  May  6,  1831 ; 
(6)  Lyman,  sketch  of  whom  follows. 

(V)  Lyman  Fowler,  born  Jan.  6,  1800,  died  Feb. 
16,  1877.  On  Nov.  24.  1822,  he  married  Mary  Grif- 
fing,  who  was  born  July  27.  1802.  daughter  of  Peter 
and  Polly  (Fairchild)  Griffing,  and  died  March  18, 
1885.  Children:  (i)  Charlotte  G..  born  Dec.  15, 
1823,  married  Elisha  Chapman  Bishop.  (2)  Cor- 
nelia F.,  born  Oct.  7,  1826,  is  the  wife  of  Elisha  C. 
Bishop.  (3)  Alonzo,  born  Jan.  23,  1829,  died  Sept. 
I,  1839.  (4)  Edwin  A.,  born  Julv  2,  1834,  married 
Emeline  B.  Spencer.  Peter  Griffing,  the  father  of 
the  above  named  Peter,  was  a  captain  in  the  Revo- 
lutionary army,  was  taken  prisoner,  and  died  aboard 
the  "Jersey"  prison  ship  in  New  York  harbor. 

GEORGE  WASHINGTON  HAZARD,  a 
prominent  citizen  of  Cheshire,  who  is  now  success- 
fully engaged  in  fruit  growing,  was  born  in  Berlin. 
Hartford  Co..  Conn..  Dec.  3,  1828,  and  is  a  son  of 
William  and  Lydia  (Bills)  Hazard,  natives  of  Co- 
lumbia, this  State.  The  father  was  a  farmer  by  oc- 
cupation, and  spent  most  of  his  life  in  his  native 
town,  where  he  died  in  1847.  fie  was  a  brother  of 
Col.  Hazard,  the  founder  of  the  Hazard  Powder 
Co.,  whom  he  educated.  Our  subject's  paternal 
grandfather.  Thomas  Hazard,  of  Wapping,  Conn., 
was  a  seafaring  man  in  early  life,  and  his  maternal 
grandfather,  Elizer  Bills,  was  a  farmer  of  Columbia. 

At  the  age  of  five  years  our  subject  was  taken 
by  his  parents  to  Columbia,  where  he  grew  to  man- 
hood, receiving  his  education  in  its  common  schools. 
After  serving  a  three  years'  apprenticeship  to  the 
cabinetmaker's  trade,  he  worked  at  clock-making  in 
Bristol  for  a  time,  and  later  engaged  in  business  for 
himself  as  a  manufacturer  at  Waterburv,  where  he 
owned  a  good  home  and  where  he  continued  to  re- 
side nineteen  years.  For  twelve  vears  he  was  in  the 
employ  of  the  Wheeler  &  Wilson  Sewing  Machine 
Co.,  at  Bridgeport,  and  for  five  years  was  a  resi- 
dent of  \^ine'nnd.  N.  J.,  where  he  erected  a  dwell- 
ing for  himself.  In  t8o6  he  c^me  to  Cheshire,  New 
Haven   county,   and  purchased   the  Hamock   place. 
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lUxm  wliich  lie  has  made  many  valuable  improve- 
ments, including  the  erection  of  a  pleasant  resi- 
diiicc  and  good  barn.  He  has  set  out  300  peach 
trcfs  and  250  grape  vines,  and  is  now  devoting  his 
attention  to  fruit  culture. 

In  October,  1849,  ^^^-  Hazard  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Miss  Sophronia  Piatt,  a  daughter  of 
luioch' Piatt,  of  Waterbury,  and  to  them  have  been 
born  two  sons :  Emerson  \V.  and  Adelbert  E.  Dur- 
ing the  dark  days  of  the  Civil  war  JMr.  Hazard 
enlisted,  in  the  fall  of  1862,  in  the  2d  Connecticut 
Light  Battery,  and  participated  in  the  battles  of 
Gettysburg  and  Fort  Blakely  and  the  siege  of  Mo- 
bile, remaining  in  the  service  until  hostilities  ceased, 
when  he  was  honorably  discharged,  in  1865.  He  is 
a  member  of  the  Grand  Army  Post  at  Vineland, 
N.  J.  In  politics  he  is  a  stanch  Republican.  Al- 
though he  is  comparatively  a  recent  arrival  in 
Cheshire,  he  has  already  made  many  warm  friends, 
and  is  held  in  higli  regard  by  all  who  know  him. 

GEORGE  WELLIXGTOX  PLANT,  a  very 
successful  farmer  and  fruit  grower  of  the  town  of 
Piranford,  was  born  ISIarch  12.  1834,  on  the  farm 
where  he  is  still  to  be  found,  alert  and  vigorous, 
son  of  John  and  Angeline  (Beach)   Plant. 

Mr.  Plant's  father  was  born  ]\Iay  19,  1806,  and 
•lied  May  22,  1881.  The  mother  was  born  Oct.  9, 
1S07.  and  died  Jan.  13,  1883.  To  them  were  born 
tiic  following  children:  Mary  E.,  now  Mrs.  William 
T.  Norton  :  Anderson  W. ;  Sarah  J. ;  George  Well- 
ington ;  John  B. ;  Angelina  B..  deceased ;  Emily  S. ; 
Elizabeth  R.,  ]Mrs.  Edward  A.  Ankelette ;  John  A.; 
and  Angelina  B.  (2),  Mrs.  Henry  F.  Swift.  Sam- 
uel Plant,  the  paternal  grandfather  of  George  W., 
was  born  April  i,  1772,  married  Sarah,  a  daugh- 
ter of  Joseph  and  Sarah  ("Rogers')  Frisbee,  and 
died  Feb.  11.  1795.  He  lived  at  Branford,  and 
acted  as  a  coast  guard  during  the  war  of  1812. 
Samuel  Plant  was  a  son  of  Benjamin  and  Lorain 
(Beckwith)  Plant,  the  former  born  in  Branford 
in  1732:  ho  died  Aug.  11,  i8og.  John  Plant,  his 
father,  was  born  in  Branford  in  1678,  and  died  Feb. 
10,  1752 :  Hannah  Plant,  his  wife,  was  a  daughter 
of  Thomas  and  Hannah  (Barnes)  Wheadon.  of 
Branford.  This  John  Plant  was  the  son  of  John 
Plant,  the  progenitor  of  the  family  in  Connecticut. 
who  settled  in  Branford  in  1676,  and  was  a  soldier 
in  the  Narragansett  war. 

George  Wellington  Plant  was  educated  in  the 
public  schools  and  remained  on  the  paternal  estate, 
where  he  has  alwavs  followed  farming  and  fruit 
growing.  In  these  lines  of  agriculture  his  success 
has  been  marked,  principally  because  he  has  studied 
the  conditions  of  profitable  operations,  and  has 
"mixed  brains"  with  his  labor  in  the  tilling  of  the 
soil.  Mr.  Plant  was  married  Oct.  7,  1857,^0  Eliza 
E.  N.  Lane,  a  daughter  of  Ebenezer  Lane,  of  New 
Haven,  and  to  this  marriage  came  one  son,  John  L. ; 
he  married  Mary  E.,  a  daughter  of  Egbert  and 
Grace    (Bunnell)    Bishop,  of   Branford,   and  -they 


have  one  child,  Ethel  E.  Mr.  Plant  and  his  family 
are  members  of  the  First  Congregational  Churcii 
of  Branford,  and  are  highly  esteemed  for  their  good 
works  and  Christian  character.  In  politics  he  is  a 
Republican,  buc  has  taken  little  pari  m  tne  manipu,a- 
tions  of  party  machinery. 

WILLET  B.  FORBES  (deceased)  was  one  of 
the  most  prosperous  and  successful  farmers  of  East 
Haven,  as  well  as  one  of  its  most  highly  esteemed 
citizens.  He  always  faithfully  performed  his  duties 
of  citizenship  and  took  a  deep  and  commendable 
interest  in  the  welfare  of  his  town  and  county.  Be- 
coming widely  and  favorably  known,  he  made  many 
friends,  and  his  death  was  a  loss  to  the  entire  com- 
munity. 

Mr.  Forbes  was  born  in  East  Haven  Nov.  23, 
1830,  a  son  of  Henry  and  Almira  Forbes,  and  was 
reared  on  a  farm  in  his  native  town,  acquiring  his 
education  in  the  common  schools  of  the  neighbor- 
hood. He  remained  with  his  parents  until  his  mar- 
riage, which  was  celebrated  Sept.  26,  1872,  Miss 
Marietta  S.  Bradley  becoming  his  wife.  She  was 
also  born  at  East  Haven,  Sept.  17,  1840,  a  daugh- 
ter of  Justin  and  Esther  S.  (Tyler)  Bradley,  both 
natives  of  East  Haven.  Her  grandfather.  Samuel 
Bradley,  was  also  born  there,  and  became  a  very 
prominent  and  influential  man  of  the  town,  serving 
as  selectman  for  several  years.  He  was  a  member 
of  the  Masonic  fraternitv.  By  occtipation  he  was 
a  carpenter.  His  father.  Azariah  Bradley,  was  bom 
in  1734.  Justin  Bradley,  JNIrs.  Forbes  father,  was 
bom  in  1815,  and  was  a  very  successful  and  pros- 
perous farmer.  He  died  in  ]\Iarch,  1895.  He  also 
was  quite  prominently  connected  with  public  affairs ; 
was  a  member  of  the  State  Legislature  in  1885 ;  and 
was  an  active  worker  in  the  Episcopal  Church.  His 
first  wife,  Esther  S.  (Tvler)  Bradlev,  daughter  of 
John  S.  and  Eve  E.  (Smith)  Tyler^  died  'in  1882, 
and  he  subsequently  married  Frances  E.  Paddock, 
daughter  of  Charles  L.  Paddock,  of  Meriden,  Conn. 
By  the  first  marriage  there  were  three  children : 
Marietta  S.,  now  Mrs.  Forbes;  George  W.,  who 
was  born  in  1845  and  lives  on  the  old  homestead  in 
East  Haven,  where  his  grandfather  located  and 
built  in  1792:  and  Louise,  born  in  April,  1849,  '^^'ho 
died  in  May,  185 1.  By  the  second  marriage  there 
were  no  children. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Forbes  began  their  domestic  life 
upon  his  own  farm,  and  to  the  cultivation  and  im- 
provement of  his  property  he  devoted  his  energies 
throughout  the  remainder  of  his  life.  He  was  con- 
.sidered  one  of  the  hardest  workers  in  East  Haven, 
and  also  one  of  its  most  successful  and  skillful  agri- 
culturists, making  a  specialtv  of  market  gardening 
and  dairy  farming. 

To  our  subject  and  his  wife  came  two  children: 
Louise  Tyler,  born  Aug.  17,  1873,  died  Jan.  9, 
1890.  }.[ay  Etta,  horn  April  9,  1875,  was  educated 
at  Vassar  Colleere,  and  was  married  Oct.  25.  1899, 
to  Herbert  C.   Nickerson,  of  East   Haven,  who  is 
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now  engineer  at  the  Xew  Haven  Water  Works. 
Mr.  Nickerson  was  born  in  Xcw  Canaan,  Conn., 
March  5,  1874,  son  of  Richard  G.  and  Belle  T. 
(Seymour)  Nickerson.  He  is  a  Republican  politi- 
cally. Air.  Forbes  died  Dec.  3,  1887,  and  since  his 
death  his  widow  and  her  dauejhter  have  success- 
fully managed  the  property.  In  1898  they  erected 
a  beautiful  modern  residence,  one  of  the  finest  homes 
in  East  Haven.  Airs.  Forbes  is  an  estimable  lady, 
possessed  of  many  sterling  qualities,  and  has  a  large 
circle  of  friends  in  the  community.  She  holds 
membership  in  the  Congregational  Churcli,  which 
her  husband  also  attended.  In  politics  he  was  a 
Republican. 

DANIEL  SEYAIOUR  BRINSMADE,  civil 
engineer  of  Shelton,  stands  prominent  among  the 
native-born  business  men  of  his  county,  and  is  one 
of  the  most  honored  and  influential  citizens  of  this 
region. 

Mr.  Brinsmade  was  born  Feb.  17,  1845,  '"  the 
town  of  Trumbull,  Fairfield  Co.,  Conn.,  young- 
est son  of  Daniel  Stiles  and  Catherine  (Mallett.e) 
Brinsmade.  He  is  a  direct  descendant  in  the  eighth 
generation  from  William  Brinsmade,  who  came  to 
this  country  from  England  in  1630,  locating  in 
Dorchester,  Alassachusetts.  ! 

John  Brinsmade,  the  eldest  son  of  William,  set- 
tled in  Charlestown,  Alass.,  where  on  Alay  2,  1638, 
he  was  made  a  freeman,  and  the  same  year  mar- 
ried Alary  Carter.     About   1642  he  moved  to  the   j 
town  of  Stratford,  Conn.,  which  at  that  time  com- 
prised within  its  limits  both  Trumbull  and  Hunting- 
ton ;  and  it  is  interesting  to  note  that  John  Brinsmade   1 
and  his  descendants  h.ave  maintained  a  continuous   | 
residence  within  the  limits  of  the  original  town  of   ; 
Stratford  from  the  year  1642  to  the  present  day —   I 
a  period  of  over  two  hundred  and  fifty  years.  j 

Daniel  Seymour  Brinsmade,  whose  name  intro-   ! 
duces  these  lines,  received  his  earlier  education  in 
the  public  schools  of  his  native  place  and   in  the 
Gunnery,  at  Washington,  Conn.     In   1867  he  ma-   | 
triculated  in  the  Scientific  Department  of  Yale  Col-    j 
lege,  and  graduated  in  1870,  having  taken  the  en-    j 
gineering  course.     Immediately  thereafter  he  went   j 
to  Huntington,   locating  in   that   part   now   known    j 
as  Shelton,  and  became  assistant  engineer  on  the   I 
construction  of  the  dam  there  (which  is  the  largest 
in  the  State),  at  that  time  being  constructed  by  the   ' 
Ousatonic  Water  Co.     In  the  fall  of  1870  he  was   ! 
made  chief  engineer  of  the  company,  and  the  further   j 
development  of  the  water-power  and  its  surround- 
ings,  including  the   laying-out  of  the  borough   of 
Shelton,   together   with    its   svstem   of   sewers   and 
water  works,  have  since  been  under  his  charge.     In   j 
1801  the  dam  built  by  the  Ousatonic  Water  Co.  in   i 
1870  was  sv.'ept  away  by  an  immense  freshet  ac-    I 
companied  bv  large  quantities  of  ice.  and  upon  Air.    ! 
Brinsmade    devolved   the    responsibility    of  design- 
ing and   constructing  a   new   dam,   one   containing 
such  features  as  would  make  it  safe  beyond  perad-   i 


venture,  and  capable  of  meeting  the  conditions 
which  resulted  in  the  destruction  of  the  original 
dam.  The  efficiency  and  general  plan,  as  regards 
strength  and  engineering  skill,  of  the  present  Ousa- 
tonic dam  are  due  to  Air.  Brinsmade's  success  in 
this  important  work. 

^  The  intimate  connection  which  the  Ousatonic 
Water  Co.  bears  to  the  building  up  of  both  Shelton 
and  Derby  has  naturally  brouglit  Air.  Brinsmade — 
as  president  and  treasurer  of  that  company — into 
close  relations  with  the  financial  and  manufactur- 
ing interests  of  the  comnnmity.  At  present  he  is 
yice-president  of  the  Home  Trust  Co.  and  a  direc- 
tor in  the  Birmingham  National  Bank,  also  in  sev- 
eral  manufacturing  companies. 

Politically  a  Republican,  our  subject  represented 
the  town  of  Huntington  in  the  Legislature  of  1S82, 
during  which  session  he  was  largely  instrumental 
in  securing  the  charter  for  the  borough  of  Shelton, 
and  for  much  of  the  time  since  he  has  served  that 
borough  in  some  capacity.  In  religious  faith  he 
is  a  member  of  the  Congregational  Church  of 
Derby. 


JOHN  P.  HUBBELL,  a  well-to-do  and  influ- 
ential farmer  of  Oxford,  is  a  native  of  New  Haven 
county,  born  Nov.  8,  1834,  in  Derby,  where  he  re- 
mained until  five  years  of  age.  The  family  then 
removed  to  Oxford,  where  our  subject  grew  to 
manhood,  upon  a  farm,  and  attended  the  common 
schools  of  the  locality.  At  the  age  of  fifteen  he- 
commenced  work  at  the  mason's  trade,  which  he 
learned  under  his  father's  direction,  and  continued 
to  work  with  him  for  four  years.  He  followed  his 
trade  uninterruptedly  until  after  the  Civil  war  broke 
out,  when,  in  1862,  he  became  a  private  in  Com- 
pany B,  20th  Conn.  A".  I.,  and  was  mustered  into 
service  at  New  Haven.  He  first  went  to  Washing- 
ton, D.  C,  and  from  there  to  Sandy  Hook,  near 
Harper's  Ferry,  where  he  was  injured  while  un- 
loading army  supplies  from  a  train,  a  box  of  am- 
mtmition  falling  upon  him.  After  several  months 
spent  in  the  field  hospital  he  was  discharged,  in 
December,  1863,  and  returned  to  Oxford,  but  did 
not  recover  from  the  effects  of  the  accident  for  two 
years. 

On  finally  regaining  his  health  Air.  Hubbell  be- 
gan taking  contracts  in  mason  work,  and  was  en- 
gaged in  that  business  at  Naugatuck  for  fifteen 
years,  also  doing  blacksmith  and  wagon  work  for 
four  years.  In  1887  he  returned  to  Oxford  and 
located  on  the  farm  where  he  now  lives.  Here  he 
owns  no  acres  of  land,  which  he  has  placed  under 
a  high  state  of  cultivation,  and  upon  which  he  has 
made  many  useful  and  valuable  improvements.  He 
is  engaged  in  general  farming  and  the  dairy  busi- 
ness, and  in  his  labors  is  meeting  with  most  grati- 
fyine  success. 

Air.  Hnbhell  vi-as  married  Oct.  4.  1858.  to  ATiss 
Celestia  Whittlesev.  and  to  them  have  been  born 
six  sons  and  one  daughter,  namely:    Silas,  George, 
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Charles,  Harold  (deceased),  Leslie,  Edwin  (de- 
ceased), and  Frances  Isbell  (deceased).  Air. 
Hubbell  is  unwavering  in  his  support  of  the  men 
and  measures  of  the  Republican  party,  and  for  over 
ten  years  he  most  capably  filled  the  office  of  con- 
stable. Those  who  know  him  best  are  numbered 
among'  his  warmest  friends,  and  no  citizen  m  Ux- 
ford  is  more  highly  respected  than  John  P.  Hubbell. 

DAVID  B.  HULL,  one  of  the  most  progressive 
and  enterprising  business  men  in  Waterbury,  was 
born  Feb.  21,  1833,  on  the  farm  in  that  town  where 
his  father,  Garny  Hull,  was  born,  Jan.  10,  1S03. 
His  grandfather,  John  Hull,  was  born  there  Feb. 
21,  1772,  and  was  a  son  of  Ezra  Hull,  so  that  our 
subject  is  of  the  fourth  generation  to  make  his 
home  in  Waterbury. 

John  Hull,  grandfather  of  David  B.,  was  a  farm- 
er by  calling.  He  married  Sena  Adams,  and  they 
had  two  children :  Garny,  the  father  of  our  sub- 
ject; and  Sarah,  who  died  in  \\'aterbury,  unmar- 
ried. 

Garny  Hull,  was  reared  a  farmer,  and  agricul- 
ture was  his  life-long  vocation.  He  resided  in  the 
town  of  Waterbury.  On  Feb.  15,  1825,  he  married 
Melissa  Baldwin,  who  was  bom  in  the  neiglibor- 
hood  of  Waterbury — the  street,  or  neighborhood, 
being  named  in  honor  of  her  famil}-.  Her  father, 
David  Baldwin,  was  a  carpenter  in  early  life,  and 
later  became  a  successful  farmer  in  Waterbury,  his 
native  town.  After  their  marriage  Garny  Hull  and 
his  wife  settled  on  a  farm  in  Waterbury  and  there 
reared  a  family  of  five  children,  born  in  the  follow- 
ing order:  Ellen  L.,  now  deceased,  was  first  mar- 
ried to  B.  J.  Bristol,  and  afterward  to  A.  B.  Pot- 
ter; Harriet  ^L  married  B.  H.  Lewis,  who  came 
from  Naugatuck  ("he  is  now  deceased)  ;  Stiles  D. 
died  in  infancy;  David  B.  is  the  subject  of  this 
sketch;  John  L.  died  April  i,  1858.  at  the  age  of 
about  twenty  years.  The  mother  died  Aug.  5,  1887. 
In  politics  Garny  Hull  was  originally  a  Whig,  but 
upon  the  disintegration  of  that  party  became  a- 
stanch  Republican. 

David  B.  Hull  assisted  on  the  home  farm,  and 
attended  the  district  school  until  eighteen  years  of 
age,  when  he  came  to  the  city  of  Waterburv  and 
learned  the  carpenter's  trade  under  Chester  Curtis. 
After  finishing  his  apprenticeship  he  worked  as  a 
journeyman  until  1865,  when  he  began  contracting 
and  building  on  his  own  account,  continuing  thus 
until  about  i8qo,  during  which  period  he  realized  a 
competence.  He  then  quietly  embarked  in  the  real- 
estate  business  as  bein^-  less  onerous. 

On  Oct.  7.  i8s5.  David  B.  Hull  was  joined  in 
marriage  with  Miss  Harriet  A.  Lines,  who  was 
born  in  Thomaston.  Conn.,  daughter  of  Sherman 
Lines,  a  native  of  Oxford,  and  a  son  of  Zebulon 
Lines.  Sherman  Lines  married  Harriet  French, 
daughter  of  Asa  French,  of  Oxford.  One  child  has 
been  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  David  B.  Hull.  Tohn  B., 
who  is  still  under  the  parental  roof ;  he  is  a  car- 
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I  penter  by  trade.     Politically  Mr.  Hull  is  a  Repub- 
1  lican,   but  he  has   never  evinced  any  ambition   for 
i  office.     In  religion  the  family  are  Congregational- 
t  ists  and  fully  live  up  to  the  teachings  of  that  sect. 
'         Noah   Baldwin,   the    father   of   David    Baldwin, 
after  whom  the  subject  of  this  sketch  was  named, 
I  was    born   Jan.    23,    1755,    and    married    Elizabeth 
I  Ives.     He  died  Jan.   9,    1813.     Jonathan   Baldwin, 
father   of   Noah,   was   a  lieutenant   colonel   in  the 
!  Revolutionary    war;    he    married    Mary    Bronson, 
daughter  of  Ebenezer  Bronson.     The  Colonel  died 
I  April  2,  1802,  and  his  widow  Alay  17,  1821.     They 
i  were  the  parents  of  the  following  named  children : 
Eunice,  Alelicent,  Benjamin,  Xoah,  Jonathan,  Han- 
nah,   David,    Eunice    and    ^lary.      The    father   of 
Lieut.    Col.    Baldwin,    also    named   Jonathan,    was 
bom  Jan.  31,  1679-80,  and  married  Alary  Tibballs, 
who  was  born   May  27,   1690.     They  had  born  to 
them  the  following  named  children :     Alary,  Alar- 
tha.    Abigail,    Rachel,    Jonathan,    Eunice,    Hannah, 
Esther   and    Eunice.      The    mother   of   this    family 
passed  away  Nov.    10,   1759,  and  the  father  died 
Jan.  5,  1761. 

THEODORE   P.   TERRY,   a   highly-esteemed 

resident  of  Ansonia,  is  the  oldest  merchant  in  that 

city,  and  during  his   long  and  successful  business 

career   he   has    seen   the   population   increase    from 

1,500  to  13,000.    When  he  first  located  there  Derby 

and  Birmingham  were  one  town,  and  Shelton  and 

i  other  thriving-  villages  of  to-dav  were  not  in  exist- 

I  ence,  the  section  being  devoted  almost  exclusively 

I  to  farming. 

I         Mr.   Terry  was  bom   Feb.   2,   1835,   'n   Bristol, 

I  Hartford  county,  where  his  family  is  w-ell-known. 

;  His  grandfather,   Samuel  Terry,  who  lived  to  the 

j  age  of  88  years,  was  a  native  and  life-long  resident 

:  of  the  town,  and  owned  a  large  tract  of  land  there, 

I  being   engaged   in    farming   throughout    his.  active 

[  years.    He  was  a  wheelwright  by  trade,  but  became 

a  clock  maker  and  made  the  first  clock  ever  placed 

i  in  a  town  hall   in  America.     A  brother  made  the 

i  first  house  clock  completed  in  this  country. 

j         Theodore  Terry,  our  subject's  father,  was  born 

I  and  reared  in  Bristol,  and  learned  the  clock  mak- 

!  ers'  trade,  which  he  followed  for  a  number  of  years 

[  in   partnership   with    Franklyn    Andrews.      At   one 

I  time  he  had  all  his  brothers  working  for  him,  and 

'  later  he  had  four  factories  in  successful  operation. 

;  Meeting  Anson  G.  Phelps,  he  decided  to  engage  in 

business  with  him  at  Ansonia,  where  thev  built  a 

I  factory  and  carried  on  a  large  business   for  some 

!  vears   under  the  name  of  the   Ansonia   Clock   Co. 

The   building  burned,   and    for   a  time   Mr.   Terry 

made   clock   movements,    while    later,    in    comnany 

with    P.   T.    Barnum,   he   built   a    factory   at   East 

Bridgeport:  Air.  Terry  also  built  and  conducted  a 

'  factory  at  Terryville.  and  he  built  quite  a  number 

of  houses  in  Ansonia  for  his  emplovees.     He  then 

traveled    extcnsivelv,    giving-    his    attention    to    oil 

1  speculations,  but  his  last  years  were  spent  in  New 
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Haven  where  he  died  at  the  a,q;e  of  seventy-two.  As 
a  man  of  sound  judgment,  his  opinions  were  vakied 
by  his  fellow-citizens,  and  while  residing  in  Bristol 
he  served  as  selectman.  In  religious  faith  he  was  a 
Congregationalist.  His  wife,  Julietta  Pierce,  who 
lived  to  be  over  seventy  years  old,  was  born  in  Bris- 
tol, daughter  of  Philo  Pierce,  a  farmer,  who  died 
at  the  age  of  eighty-eight  years.  Her  mother, 
whose  maiden  name  was  Sally  Norton,  died  aged 
eighty-four  years.  Mr.  and  ^Irs.  Terry  had  one 
daughter  and  two  sons,  one  of  whom.  Hubbell,  is 
cashier  of  the  Hadley  Falls  Bank  at  Holyoke, 
Mass. ;  Ellen,  the  daughter,  died  in  Pennsylvania 
■when  nineteen. 

Theodore  P.  Terry  spent  his  early  years  in  Bris- 
tol, but  when  fifteen  years  old  went  with  his  par- 
ents to  Ansonia,  and  his  education  v>'as  gained 
mainly  in  the  common  schools  of  these  towns,  al- 
though he  also  attended  a  school  at  Troy,  N.  Y., 
and  spent  two  years  at  a  school  at  Sand  Lake.  X. 
Y.  As  a  boy  he  learned  the  details  of  clockmaking, 
and  after  his  marriage  he  worked  for  two  years  in  a 
clock  shop  at  Terryville.  On  returning  to  .Ansonia 
he  purchased  a  small  gristmill  which  he  conducted 
two  years,  and  on  disposing  of  the  business  he  tried 
to  enlist  in  the  army.  He  was  three  times  rejected, 
and  finally  he  went  to  the  front  as  a  sutler  with  the 
23d  Conn.  V.  I.,  and  carried  on  a  large  business. 
During  this  time  he  accompanied  Banks'  Division 
to  Ship  Island.  Returning  to  Ansonia  he  bought  a 
small  stove  and  tinware  store,  at  the  site  of  the  pres- 
ent fine  establishment,  where  the  business  has  now- 
been  continuously  carried  on  for  thirty-eight  years. 
In  the  year  1883  his  son.  Frank  T.  Terry,  was  taken 
into  the  business,  and  in  1892.  owing  to  ill-health, 
j\Ir.  Terrv  turned  the  store  over  to  his  son.  who 
owns  the  present  building,  which  was  erected  in 
1896,  and  is  one  of  the  finest  of  its  kind  in  New 
England.  The  store  is  stocked  with  a  full  line  of 
hardware,  plumbers'  materials,  crockery,  chira. 
silverware,  house  furnishing  goods,  paints  and 
oils,  mill  supplies  and  wooden  ware,  and  the  trade 
is  constantlv  on  the  increase.  Up>on  completing  his 
handsome  residence,  Mr.  Terry  presented  it  to  his 
wife,  who  for  twenty  years  has  made  all  the  im- 
provements in  the  place.  In  politics  he  is  a  Re- 
publican, o'f  WHiig  antecedents,  but  he  has  never 
been  willing  to  enter  public  life.  He  and  his  fam- 
ily are  members  of  tlie  Congregational  church  at 
Ansonia,  and  he  is  now  deacon  and  chairman  of 
the  committee  of  that  society,  of  which  he  is  one  of 
the  oldest  members ;  he  tirst  united  with  the  church 
in  Terrvville.  Mr.  Terrv  is  also  a  director  in  the 
Y.  M.  C.  A. 

In  1854  Mr.  Terry  married  Miss  Sophronia  A. 
Bartholomew,  who  was  born  in  Plainville,  daugh- 
ter of  J.  H.  Bartholomew,  for  many  years  a  lead- 
ing resident  of  .\nsonia.  They  have  had  four  chil- 
dren, of  whom  three  are  living:  (i)  Addie  L. 
married  X.  E.  Barker,  a  native  of  Xew  Haven,  who 
is   now   president   of    the    First    Xational    Bank    at 


Birmingham,  Ala.  They  Have  had  three  sons, 
;  Terry  E.,  Xelson  and  William  C.  {2)  Frank,  who 
now  has  charge  of  the  business,  is  a  director  in  the 
,  Business  Men's  Assoc'ation,  a  member  of  the  local 
'  Board  of  Trade  and  one  of  the  Sinking  Fund  Com- 
mission, a  director  of  the  Ansonia  Water  Co.,  and 
is  regarded  as  a  leader  among  the  younger  business 
men  of  the  town.  He  married  ?iiiss  Jennie  Mon- 
tague, and  has  one  son,  Theodore  M.  (3)  Another 
son  died  at  the  age  of  about  two  years.  (4)  Caro- 
line married  W.  A.  Sadd,  of  Chattanooga,  Tenn., 
and  has  one  child,  Margaret  T.  Mr.  Sadd  was 
reared  at  Wapping,  near  Hartford,  Conn.,  where 
his  father  was  an  influential  citizen.  He  graduated 
from  the  civil  engineering  department  of  Yale 
College,  and  is  now  secretary  of  the  Chattanooga 
Savings  Bank. 

Mrs.  Terry  is  a  member  of  the  D.  A.  R.,  and 
took  a  prominent  part  in  the  organization  of  the 
chapter  in  Ansonia,  of  which  she  was  first  regent, 
filling  that  office  for  two  years.  She  is  a  member 
of  the  Woman's  Club  of  Ansonia  and  Derby,  and 
an  earnest  worker  in  the  Congregational  church, 
of  which  she  is  a  member — and  of  all  of  its  difter- 
ent  societies.  Mr,  Terry  has  been  quite  an  exten- 
sive traveler,  and  has  visited  nearly  every  State  in 
the  Union,  and  has  made  trips  to  Cuba  and  Alaska. 

JEROME  COAX  (deceased),  a  twin  brother 
of  Joseph  Coan,  was  born  in  Xorth  Guilford  June 
19,  1834,  and  during  his  lifetime  was  one  of  the 
more  prominent  men  of  that  section.  He  received 
a  common  school  education,  and  began  life  for  him- 
self very  early  as  clerk  in  a  store  in  Xorth  Guilford. 
He  was  employed  in  the  same  capacity  at  Branford 
at  the  breaking  out  of  the  Civil  war.  He  and  his 
brother  Joseph  enlisted  in  Company  E,  15th  Conn. 
\'.  I.,  and  our  subject  participated  in  many  battles 
and  skirmishes,  discharging  his  duties  with  such  in- 
trepidity that  he  was  made  a  corporal.  During  the 
latter  part  of  his  military  career  he  was  detailed  for 
duty  in  the  office  of  the  provost  marshal,  and  was 
so  engaged  when  the  war  ended. 

Jerome  Coan  returned  to  Guilford,  engaged  in 
farming  for  a  time,  eventually  embarking  in  a  mer- 
cantile career,  in  which  he  was  highly  successful. 
For  more  than  thirty  years  he  was  one  of  the  leading 
business  men  of  the  community,  and  until  he  died. 
Xov.  4,  1899,  helcl  the  regard  and  confidence  of  the 
public  to  a  marked  degree.  He  was  buried  in  the 
local  cemetery.  Mr.  Coan  was  a  leading  and  highly 
respected  member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity,  and 
affiliated  with  St.  Alban's  Lodge,  of  Guilford.  He 
also  belongetl  to  Parmelee  Post,  G.  A.  R.  As  a 
member  of  the  Congregational  Church  his  life  re- 
flected no  discredit  upon  his  faith.  In  his  early  life 
he  was  a  member  of  the  Democratic  party,  but  in 
his  later  vears  he  became  a  Republican.  For  some 
vears  he  served  as  justice  of  the  peace. 

Mr.  Coan  was  twice  marrierl,  his  first  wife  be- 
ins  Frances   D.   Griswold,  a  daughter  of  Russell 
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Griswold,  and  a  native  of  North  Guilford,  where 
she  cHed.  On  Sept.  14,  iS6y,  he  was  married  to 
Mary  Frances  Judd.  who  was  born  in  Bloomfield, 
Conn.,  daughter  of  Henry- Green  and  Sarali  Re- 
becca (Raymond)  Judd.  Mr.  Coan's  son,  Joseph 
FrankHn,  is  now  engaged  in  a  store  at  Xortli  Guil- 
ford, and  has  already  displayed  marked  aptitude 
for  a  mercantile  career.  His  youngest  child  and 
only  daughter,  h^annie  Louise,  a  teacher  of  music, 
married  Charles  i).  Uartlett,  of  Xorth  Guilford,  Jan. 
I,  1901. 

^lrs.  Coan  is  a  lady  of  marked  character  and  re- 
finement, a  devoted  mother  and  a  notable  housewife. 
The  family  is  one  of  the  most  respected  in  the  com- 
munity, and  it  is  a  comfort  to  the  bereaved  widow 
to  feel  that  her  children  are  beginning  life  on  so 
high  a  plane  of  character  and  ambition. 

JOHN  BRADLEY  YALE,  who  is  drawing 
near  his  seventy-first  birthday,  is  one  of  the  best- 
known  and  most  highly  valued  citizens  of  Xauga- 
tuck.  Three  generations  of  the  family  have  been 
born  in  Litchfield  countv,  his  grandfather,  Eber, 
his  father,  Charles,  and  himself,  and  both  of  his 
nearest  lineal  progenitors  were  farmers. 

Thomas  Yale,  son  of  David  and  Ann  (Morton) 
Yale,  born  in  England  or  Wales  about  ifiiG.  came 
to  America  in  1637  with  his  step-father.  Gov.  The- 
ophilus  Eaton,  and  others.  After  the  death  of 
David  Yale,  his  widow.  Ann,  married  Theophilus 
Eaton,  then  an  opulent  merchant  of  London.  Air. 
Eaton  settled  as  a  merchant  in  Xew  Haven  in  1638, 
with  an  estate  of  £,300.  Gov.  Eaton  died  at  Xew 
Haven  in  1657,  and  in  1658  Thomas  Yale  accom- 
panied his  mother  and  Hannah  Eaton,  his  half- 
sister,  son  Elihu  and  brother  David,  to  England, 
from  which  countrv  Mrs.  Ann  (Morton)  Eaton 
never  returned.  In  the  following  year,  1659, 
Thomas  Yale  returned  to  X^'ew  Haven,  and  pur- 
chased lands  in  part  of  the  town  which  is  now 
X'orth  Haven,  settling  on  them  as  early  as  1660. 
He  had  married,  in  1645,  ^fary.  daughter  of  Capt. 
Xathaniel  Turner,  of  X'ew  Haven.  Mr.  Yale  was 
one  of  the  principal  men  in  the  colony,  a  signer  of 
the  Plantation  Covenant  of  Xew  Haven,  and  filled 
with  honor  many  offices  of  trust  with  credit  to  him- 
self and  to  the  satisfaction  of  his  friends  and  fellow 
colonists.  He  died  in  1683.  leaving  an  estate  of 
£479.     His  wife  Mary  died  in  1704. 

(II)  Thomas  Yale  (2),  son  of  Thomas  the  set- 
tler, bom  in  X'ew  Haven  about  1647,  married 
(first)  Dec.  11,  1667,  Rebecca  Gibbards.  born  Feb. 
26.  1650,  daughter  of  William  Gibbards,  of  X'ew 
Haven.  Mr.  Yale  became  one  of  the  first  settlers  of 
\\"al!ingford,  removing  thither  in  1670.  with  a  small 
band  of  other  adventurers.  By  the  records  of  that 
town  it  appears  that  he  was  one  of  the  most  active 
and  energetic  men  among  them.  He  assisted  in  the 
formation  of  the  church,  and  in  the  call  of  the  first 
and  second  ministers.  Rev.  Samuel  Street  and  Rev. 
Samuel  Whittelsey.     Mr.  Yale  was  a  justice  of  the 


peace,  captain  of  the  train-band  and  moderator  of 
their  meetings.  He  died  in  Wallingford,  Jan.  26, 
1736,  and  Rebecca,  his  first  wife,  and  the  mother 
of  all  his  children,  died  in  Wallingford. 

(Ill)  Theophilus  Yale,  son  of  Thomas  12), 
born  Xov.  13,  1675,  married  Sarah,  daughter  of 
Rev.  Sanmel  and  Alma  Street,  of  the  same  town 
(Wallingford).  Mr.  Yale  was  a  magistrate  from 
about  1724  to  the  date  of  his  <leath.  Sept.  13, 
1760.  He  also  filled  manv  other  offices,  both  civil 
and  military.  His  widow,  Sarah,  passed  away  aged 
ninety- four  years. 

(I\')  Elihu  Yale,  son  of  Theophilus,  bom  May 
25,  1703,  married  (second)  Jan.  19,  1732,  Judith 
Howe,  and  died  at  Cape  Breton,  Dec.  31,  1745.  hav- 
ing gone  there  in  the  expedition  against  the  French. 
He  was  a  farmer  of  Wallingford. 

(V)  Elisha  Yale,  son  of  Elihu,  born  Aug.  29, 
1742,  married  in  1771  Rebecca  Xorth.  of  Farming- 
ton.  Mr.  Yale  was  a  farmer  of  Wallingford.  and 
afterward  in  Canaan,  Conn.  He  died  April  i, 
1825. 

(VI)  Eber  Yale,  son  of  Elisha,  and  grandfather 
of  John  B.,  was  born  Aug.   i,  1776,  and  settled  in 
.South  Canaan,  where  he  married  Phebe  Pendleton.! 
He  died  there  X'ov.  25,  1816.    He  was  the  father  of] 

two  daughters — Julia  and  Caroline — and  four  sons' 
— Frederick.  Roderick.  Charles  and  Eber.  Julia 
married  Constant  Southwick,  a  mechanic  of  Great 
Barrin.gton,  ]Mass.,  and  Caroline  became  the  wife 
of  L.  B.  Miller,  of  the  same  place.  Frederick  (  de- 
ceased) lived  in  South  Canaan,  and  was  the  father 
of  two  sons — Henry,  a  joiner  in  that  tcwn.  and 
John,  who  resides  in  Hartford.  Roderick  was  a 
farmer  in  Canaan.  Conn.,  and  reared  a  family  of 
five  children.  Grove  Edward,  Dexter,  George,  EHz- 
abeth  and  Maria.  Eber.  the  yovmgest  child  of 
Eber  ( i ) ,  was  likewise  a  farmer  in  South  Canaan ; 
his  children  were  three  in  number.  Wells,  Albert 
and  Eliza. 

(VH)  Charles  Yale,  the  father  of  John  B..  was 
the  fifth  of  the  family  in  order  of  birth.  He  was 
born  April  2^.  1800.  grew  to  manhood  upon  his 
father's  farm,  and  died  in  Litchfield  county  about 
185 1.  In  1820  he  married  Laura  Phelps,  daughter 
of  Samuel  Phelps,  also  a  South  Canaan  farmer. 
She  survived  her  husband  some  twentv-eight  years, 
dying  about  1879.  Charles  Yale  and  his  wife  were 
the  parents  of  six  sons  and  three  daughters.  John 
B.  being  the  fourth  son  and  fifth  child.  The  others 
were  as  follows:  Caroline,  born  X'ov.  30,  1822,  died 
Dec.  7,  1847.  William,  born  Xov.  16.  1824,  married 
X'ov.  7,  1848,  Lucy  Roberts,  of  Colebrook,  and  is 
now  deceased :  in  conwanv  with  his  brother  Pitkin 
he  operated  a  tannery,  having  learned  the  trade,  and 
he  was  also  a  farmer,  conducred  a  hotel,  and  in 
later  life  practiced  surgery.  Pitkin,  born  Oct.  i, 
1826,  is  deceased.  Frederick,  born  Dec.  10.  1828, 
is  a  farmer  living  in  East  Hartford.  Albert,  born 
X'ov.  15,  1832,  died  in  1897;  he  was  a  farmer. 
Lucy,  born   Xov.    10,     1834,  became    the    wife    of 
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Charles  Meigs,  and  died  in  California.  Qiarles, 
born  Nov.  20,  1837,  is  the  proprietor  of  a  niarket  in 
East  Haven.  Nettie  Cebelia,  born  Sept.  27,  1840, 
is  the  wife  of  Philo  B.  Norton,  a  well-known  livery- 
man of  Waterbury.  Charles  Yale,  the  elder,  was 
a  Democrat  in  politics,  and  he  and  his  family  at- 
tended the  services  of  the  2iIethodist  Episcopal 
Church. 

The  boyhood  of  John  B.  Yale  was  spent  after 
much  the  same  fashion  as  that  of  the  sons  of  other 
Connecticut  farmers  of  his  day  and  generation.  He 
was  born  Nov.  8,  1830,  and  the  first  twenty-four 
years  of  his  life  were  passed  upon  his  father's  farm. 
In  1854  he  came  to  Naugatuck,  to  enter  the  employ 
of  the  Goodyear  Rubber  Shoe  Co.,  with  which  cor- 
poration he  w.is  connected  for  forty  years,  retiring 
to  private  life  in  1894,  with  a  handsome  fortune, 
accumulated  through  persistent  perseverance,  in- 
domitable industry,  sound  judgment  and  quick  fore- 
sight. His  home  is  one  of  the  most  beautiful  in 
Naugatuck,  and  there  he  dispenses  generous  hospi- 
tality to  his  friends.  He  is  fond  of  horses,  and  in 
his  stable  may  be  found  some  of  the  finest  speci- 
mens in  New  Haven  county.  Generous  and  genial 
in  private  life,  he  is  never  derelict  to  his  obligations 
as  a  citizen,  nor  unmindful  of  other  and  more  seri- 
ous duties  which  have  devolved  upon  him  as  a 
churchman.  He  is  one  of  the  town's  most  public- 
spirited  residents,  and  an  earnest  and  consistent 
member  of  the  Episcopal  Church  in  Naugatuck, 
which  he  was  largely  instrumental  in  founding,  sub- 
scribing liberally  to  its  establishment,  and  going 
about  personally  to  solicit  contributions  for  the 
cause.  In  personal  appearance  I\Ir.  Yale  is  of  fine 
physique,  bearing  his  threescore  and  ten  years  with 
the  same  ease  with  which  men  of  less  vigor  carry 
the  weight  of  half  a  century.  He  is  a  Republican 
in  politics,  and  a  member  of  the  Masonic  Fraternity. 

In  i860  !Mr.  Yale  married  Miss  Frances  E.  Is- 
bell,  whose  father,  John  Isbell,  was  an  old  and 
highly  esteemed  resident  of  Naugatuck.  Her  only 
brother,  John,  was  a  gallant  soldier  during  the  Civil 
war,  and  died  from  a  fever  contracted  while  in  the 
service.  Mr.  and  ^Irs.  Yale  have  but  one  child, 
a  daughter  Laura  Yale,  who  became  the  wife  of 
Charles  H.  Ensign,  of  Hartford.  They  had  one 
ichild,  Howard  Yale  Ensign. 

NELSON  JAMES  WELTON,  who  was  born 
Feb.  15,  1829,  in  Waterbury,  at  Buck's  Hill,  three 
miles  north  of  the  Center,  is  a  descendant  in  direct 
line  from  John  Welton.  The  latter  was  born  in 
Wales,  and  came  to  America,  settling  in  Saybrook, 
living  for  a  time  in  Farmington,  and  finally,  in  1679, 
moving  to  Waterbury,  where  he  died  June  18,  1726. 
Seven  consecutive  generations  of  the  Weltons  have 
lived  in  Waterbury,  and  six  have  died  there. 

Richard  Welton,  the  first  male  child  of  European 
parentage  born  in  Waterbury,  was  a  son  of  John, 
he  emigrant,  and  was  born  Sept.  27,  1679:  he  died 
n  1755.     He  was  a  builder,  and  erected  the  home 


at  Buck's  Hill.  There  was  a  fort  at  Waterbury 
where  the  settlers  would  gather  to  sleep  at  night 
under  protection  from  hostile  Indians.  Eliakim 
Welton,  son  of  Richard,  was  born  Jan.  21,  1715, 
and  died  Nov.  20,  1794. 

Richard  Welton,  son  of  Eliakim,  was  born  on 
the  old  home  Oct.  10,  1743,  and  died  Feb.  26,  1820. 

Thomas  Welton,  son  of  Richard,  was  born  Dec. 
8,  1774-  \vas  baptized  Jan.  5,  1775,  and  died  April 
18.  1856.  He  married  Sybil  Cook,  of  Wallingford, 
and  had  a  family  of  six  children,  of  whom  the  eldest 
was  Lyman,  the  father  of  Nelson  J. ;  Eveline,  born 
Jan.  2T„  1800 ;  ]\Iinerva,  born  March  19,  1802 ;  Sally 
D.,  deceased  in  infancy;  Sally  D.  (2)  was  born 
June  14,  1810;  and  Nancy,  born  April  12,  1812. 
Eveline  married  Anson  Downs,  of  Waterbury. 
iNIinerva  married  Burton  Payne,  of  Bristol.  Sallv 
D.  married  Henry  Bronson,  of  Middlebury,  anil 
Nancy  became  Mrs.  Frederick  A.  Bradley,  of 
Bridgeport. 

Lyman  Welton  was  born  June  15.  1798,  and  died 
Nov.  18,  1882.  He  was  a  farmer  ail  his  life,  resid- 
ing on  the  old  place  at  Buck's  Hill.  He  married 
I\Iinerva  Judd,  who  was  born  in  Watertown  June 
29,  1800,  a  daughter  of  Benjamin  H.  and  Anna 
(Prindle)  Judd,  the  latter  of  whom  was  a  daughter 
of  the  Rev.  Chauncey  Prindle.  Three  children 
came  to  Lyman  Welton  and  his  wife:  Henry  A., 
born  Dec.  2,  1823,  is  a  retired  mechanic,  now  living 
in  Hartford.  Franklin  L.,  born  Dec.  11,  1827,  died 
Nov.  I,  1886:  he  was  engaged  in  the  fire  insurance 
business  in  Waterbury,  where  he  held  the  office  of 
town  clerk  and  selectman.  Nelson  J.  is  mentioned 
below. 

Benjamin  H.  Judd,  father  of  ]\Irs.  Lyman  Wel- 
ton, was  born  Sept.  30,  1770,  a  son  of  Joel  Judd, and 
died  May  26,  i860.  Fie  was  a  mechanic  and  cabi- 
netmaker of  Watertown.  The  Judd  family  is  de- 
scended from  one  Deacon  Thomas  Judd,  who  emi- 
grated from  England  about  1633,  and  settled  in 
Cambridge,  jMass.  In  1636  he  moved  to  Hartford, 
and  in  1644  to  Farmington.  He  was  one  of  the 
deputies  to  the  General  Court  in  1647.  His  death 
occurred  in  168S.  Lieut.  Thomas  Judd,  the  rcji- 
resentative  of  the  second  generation  of  the  family 
in  America,  came  to  Waterbury,  where  he  was  one 
of  the  first  planters,  and  represented  the  town  in 
the  General  Sessions  for  eleven  years.  He  died  in 
1703,  aged  about  sixt3'-five.  John  Judd,  son  of 
Lieut.  Thomas,  was  born  in  Farmington,  married, 
and  became  the  father  of  Benjamin  Judd.  He  died 
in  1717.  Benjamin  Judd  was  born  Aug.  28,  1710, 
became  a  physician  of  considerable  ability,  and  mar- 
ried Abigail  Adams,  who  bore  him  several  children. 
Among  them  was  Joel  Judd,  who  was  born  in  Wat- 
erbury, July  15,  1748,  and  became  a  soldier  in  the 
Revolutionary  war,  in  which  he  was  wounded  by  a 
bullet  which  he  carried  the  remainder  of  his  life. 
Toel  Tudd  married  Alercy  Hickox,  and  became  the 
father  of  Benjamin  H.,  mentioned  above  as  the 
father  of  ^Irs.  Lvman  Welton. 
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Xelson  T-  Welton  spent  his  boyhood  days  on  the 
farm  at  Buck's  Hill.  He  was  educated  in  the  ths- 
trict  school  and  the  Waterbury  Academy,  where 
he  studied  surveying  and  civil  engineering  under 
Charles  Fabrique.  At  the  age  of  eighteen  he  began 
teaching  a  district  school,  and  for  five  years  taught 
school  in  the  winters  in  W'olcott  and  Xaugatuck, 
and  spent  his  sunnners  in  surveying.  In  1850,  at 
the  age  of  twenty-one,  he  was  appointed  county 
surveyor  for  New  Haven  county.  For  more  than 
fifty  years  Mr.  Welton  has  been  a  civil  engineer  and 
surveyor,  and  for  many  years  was  the  only  surveyor 
in  this  part  of  the  county.  He  still  has  his  office 
and  is  a  consulting  civil  and  hydraulic  engineer. 
The  building  in  which  his  office  is  located  was  built 
in  1856,  and  on  its  completion  A[r.  Welton  took  up 
his  quarters  there.  In  politics  Mr.  Welton  is  a 
Democrat,  and  has  held  many  important  offices  in 
the  gift  of  his  party,  although  his  personal  popular- 
ity has  gained  him  many  votes  outside  of  the  strict 
party  vote.  From  1853  to  1885  he  was  city  en- 
gineer; for  five  years  from  1853  he  was  city  clerk; 
from  1852  to  1856,  grand  juror;  from.  1856  to  1863. 
town  clerk ;  for  twenty-eight  years  justice  of  the 
peace;  in  1859,  judge  of  probate  for  the  district  of 
Waterbury;  in  1861,  representative  from  Water- 
bury  to  the  General  Assemblv ;  in  1863  and  1864, 
recorder  of  the  city  court  of  Waterbury :  in  1867, 
president  of  the  board  of  water  commissioners,  a 
position  he  held  until  1896.  with  the  exception  of  a 
break  of  two  years.  He  built  the  water  works,  and 
for  more  than  thirty  years  was  the  general  mana- 
ger. He  was  engineer  in  charge  of  the  construction 
of  the  city's  system  of  sewerage,  and  in  1878  was 
appointed  one  of  the  State  Board  of  Engineers  for 
the  inspection  of  reservoirs  and  dams,  which  posi- 
tion he  still  holds.  From  the  formation  of  the  Riv- 
erside Cemetery 'Association  in  1853  Mr.  Welton 
has  been  its  secretary  and  superintendent,  and  since 
1865  has  served  also  as  its  treasurer  He  has 
served  several  terms  as  alderman  of  the  city,  was 
acting  mayor  fin  the  absence  of  !\Iayor  Spencer) 
and  rendered  valuable  service  in  securing  the  be- 
quest under  the  will  of  the  late  Silas  Bronson,  and 
in  the  establishment  of  the  Bronson  library  in  1870. 
Mr.  Welton  has  been  identified  with  many  of  the 
progressi\e  institutions  of  Waterburv,  being  one 
of  the  incorporators  of  the  Waterbury  Savings 
Bank,  of  which  he  is  at  present  a  director,  and  he 
is  also  a  director  in  the  Waterbury  National  Bank. 
He  is  greatly  interested  in  the  cause  of  education, 
and  is  a  member  of  the  corporation  and  the  present 
treasurer  of  St.  Margaret's  School  for  Girls  in 
Waterbury. 

In  religious  connection  Mr.  Welton  is  a  com- 
municant of  the  Episcopal  Church,  where  his  kin- 
dred on  both  sides  have  been  found.  He  is  a 
member  and  senior  warden  of  St.  John's  Church, 
is  agent  of  the  parish  and  vestry,  and  is  active  in 
all  Church  work.  For  fifty-two  years  he  was  con- 
nected   with    the    Sunday-school     as     pupil     and 


teacher,  and  for  thirty-two  years  was  a  vestryman. 
From  1877  to  18S9  he  was  parish  clerk.  In  the 
>.Iasonic  fraternity  he  has  taken  high  rank.  He 
took  his  first  degree  of  Masonry  in  Harmony 
Lodge,  No.  42,  F.  &  A.  M.,  Waterbury,  Feb.  14, 
1856,  and  was  made  a  Master  ^lason  March  20, 
same  year.  As  Master  of  the  lodge  he  did  good 
work  from  1S65  to  1866,  and  on  the  formation  of 
Continental  Lodge,  No.  76,  he  became  one  of  its 
charter  members.  Air.  Welton  was  made  a  Royal 
Arch  Mason  in  Eureka  Chapter,  No.  22,  R.  A.  M., 
March  10,  1858,  and  w^as  High  Priest  of  the  chap- 
ter in  1863  and  1864.  On  October  13,  1865,  he  was 
knighted  in  New  Haven  Commandery,  No.  2,  and 
became  a  charter  member  of  Clark  Commandery, 
No.  7,  K.  T.,  of  which'  he  was  Eminent  Com- 
mander in  1873  and  1874.  In  1881  he  received  the 
Scottish  Rite  degrees  in  E.  G.  Storer  Lodge  of  Per- 
fection, in  Elm  City  Council,  P.  of  J.,  and  New 
Haven  Chapter,  Rose  Croix.  The  next  year  he  be- 
came a  32d  degree  Mason,  receiving  the  consistory 
grade  in  Lafayette  Consistory,  Bridgeport,  Conn. 
He  also  belongs  to  Pyramid  Temple,  Ancient 
Arabic  Order,  Nobles  of  the  Mystic  Shrine, 
Bridgeport,  and  is  an  honorary  member  of  Mecca 
Temple,  New  York  City.  In  the  Grand  Masonic 
bodies  of  Connecticut  Sir  Nelson  J.  Welton  served 
as  Grand  Commander  of  the  Grand  Commandery 
of  Connecticut  in  188 1  and  1882. 

On  Jan.  20,  1869,  Mr.  Welton  was  married  to 
Mrs.  Frances  R.  P.  Lyon,  who  was  born  in  Smyrna, 
N.  Y.,  Oct.  17,  1832,  and  died  Aug.  9,  1900.  She 
was  the  daughter  of  John  and  Abbie  (Chapin) 
Phillips. 

GEORGE  MARSHALL  AVERILL.  the  ge- 
nial proprietor  of  "The  Ark"  at  Indian  Neck,  town 
of  Branford,  was  born  in  that  town  Oct.  12,  1838, 
a  son  of  John  and  Almira  (Hemingway)  Averill, 
and  grandson  of  David  Averill  (a  seafaring  man 
of  Branford)  and  his  wife,  Polly  Morris. 

John  Averill  made  his  home  in  Branford  and 
followed  the  sea.  He  was  a  coaster  speculator  and 
captain  of  vessels  for  several  years,  and  built  several 
vessels.  He  was  a  native  of  Branford,  in  which 
town  he  ever  made  his  home.  He  married  Almira 
Hemingway,  daughter  of  Stephen  and  Polly  (An- 
drews )  Hemingway  ,of  East  Haven,  and  his  chil- 
dren were;  George  M.,  Harriet  J.  (Mrs.  Lewis 
Frisbie),  Roland  G.,  Asahel,  Frank  and  Alvira 
(  Mrs.  Adrian  Ely). 

George  M.  Averill  was  educated  in  the  com- 
mon schools  and  Branford  Academy,  and  for  a 
number  of  years  followed  the  coast,  holding  all  pos- 
sible positions  from  cook  to  captain.  For  twenty- 
two  years  he  has  been  proprietor  of  ''The  Ark."  a 
most  popular  resort  on  Indian  Neck,  famous  for 
its  shore  dinners.  The  cheery  welcome  of  the 
T)roprietor  and  the  excellency  of  the  entertainment 
have  won  the  good  will  of  the  public. 

On  March  20,  1864,  Mr.  Averill  was  united  in 
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marriage  with  Miss  Harriet  E.,  daiigliter  of  Russell 
Babcock,  of  Xorth  Lyme,  Conn.,  and  this  union  has 
been  blessed  with  five  children :  Fred  L.,  an  at- 
torney by  profession,  and  the  present  clerk  of  the 
Court  of  Common  Pleas;  George  Walter,  John  R., 
Louis  S.  and  Ernest  L.  In  ix)litics  Air.  Averill  is 
a  stanch  Republican,  and  fraternally  is  identified 
with  Widows  Sons  Lodge,  Xo.  66,  F.  &  A.  M. 

HEXRY  WATSOX  FREXCH,  the  subject  of 
this  sketch,  was  born  in  the  town  of  Chicopee, 
Mass.,  July  23,  1837,  son  of  Arasmus  French,  who 
was  born  in  Wendell,  Mass.,  in  March,  1813,  and 
died  in  Xew  Haven,  Conn.,  in  June,  1S90. 

Samuel  French,  grandfather  of  Henry  W..  was 
born  in  Wendell,  Mass.,  where  he  lived  all  his  days 
and  died  at  a  good  old  age.    He  married  Lucy  X'or- 
cross,  and  a  family  of  seven  children  was  born  to 
them:     Allen,  who  died  young:  Arasmus,  father  of 
Henry  W. ;  Arad,  of  whom  little  is  known,  as  he 
was  of  a  roving  disposition,  and  after  reaching  man- 
'hood  wandered  away  and  was  never  heard  from; 
Adaline,  who  was  blind,  and  died  unmarried ;  El- 
mira,  now  deceased,  who  married  a  Mr.  Armstrong 
and  lived  in  Montague,  Mass. ;  ThankfuU.  who  mar- 
ried  Milton   Sawyer  and   removed  to  Glens   Falls, 
N.  Y.   (both  are  deceased);    and    Lucy,    a    school 
teacher  in  her  younger  days,   who  married  a  Mr. 
Upham  and  lived  in  Royalston.  Mass.,  and  now  a 
resident   of   Athol,   that    State    ( she   ie   now   about 
eighty  years  of  age).     Samuel  French  was  the  "vil- 
lage blacksmith"   of  his   town.     He   served  in   the 
war  of  the  Revolution  and  in  the  war  of  1812.    His 
ancestry  served  in  the  French  and  Indian  war. 
;       Arasmus  French,  the  father  of  Henry  W.,  spent 
ihis  boyhood  days  in  his  native  town,  Wendell,  work- 
ing with  his  father,  the  village  blacksmith.     It  is 
said  of  him  that  at  the  age  of  twelve  he  could  shoe 
horses.     At  the  age  of   sixteen   he  walked   to  the 
town  of  Lowell,  Alass.,  where  he  learned  the  trade 
of  machinist  with  the  Lowell  [Machine  Co.     From 
Lowell  he_  moved  to  the  town  of  Chicopee,  ]\Iass., 
and  at  the  age  of  twenty-one  married  Lydia  Mor- 
ton, daughter  of    Dr.    Joshua    Morton,  of    Athol, 
Mass.,  where  she  was  born  in  March,   181 1.     She 
died  in  September,  1892.  in  Xew  Haven,  Conn.    Six 
children  were  born  to  this  union :     Lucy  Jane  mar- 
jTied  J.  L.  Hungerford,  of  Xew  Haven,  and  died  in 
that  city ;  Henry  Watson  is  the  subject  proper  of 
these  lines  ;  "Ellen  Maria  died  in  infancy  ;  Carrie  Ar- 
Idelia  died  in  Ravenswood,  L.  I.,  at  the  age  of  three 
years ;  William  Arasmus   is  a  machinist  and   lives 
in  Ansonia,  Conn. :  Emma  Morton  married  Charles 
L.  Derrting,  and  lives  in  Xew  Haven. 

Arasmus  French  was  connected  with  the  Ames 
Manufacturing  Co.  of  Chicopee  for  over  ten  years, 
and  while  there  conceived  the  idea  of  knitting  stock- 
ings by  machinery  and  invented  the  necessary  ap- 
paratus. The  machine  was  considered  a  great  won- 
,der  at  the  time,  and  was  on  exhibition  in  Boston 
land  later  in  Barr urn's  Museum,  Xew  York.     The 


patents  covering  the  invention  were  first  secured 
Ijy  IMiiladelphia  parties,  and  later  by  a  company  in 
\\'aterbury.  Conn.,  and  it  was  the  foundation  of 
tile  American  Hosiery  Co.,  one  of  the  industries  of 
the  latter  city.  About  1856  INIr.  French  removed 
to  X'ew  Haven  and  became  connected  with  the  Win- 
chester Arms  Co.  He  was  one  of  the  early 
inventors  of  what  is  now  known  as  the  ^^  i"- 
Chester  Repeating  Rifle,  and  he  had  much  to  do  with 
selecting  the  necessary  ammunition  therefor.  He  was 
connected  with  this  company  at  different  periods 
for  nearly  forty  years.  He  was  also  the  inventor 
of  the  process  of  making  paper  bo.xes  from  paper 
and  other  pulp,  and  of  many  other  devices  of  value 
now  in  use.  In  politics  Mr.  French  was  a  Whig 
and  later  a  Republican.  In  religion  he  was  first  a 
Congregationalist,  and  later  in  life  a  free-thinker 
and  spiritualist.  Both  the  French  and  Morton  fam- 
ilies were  of  the  old  Xew  England  type,  and  were 
associated  with  the  history  and  development  of  that 
part  of  Massachusetts  to  which  they  were  native. 
Arasmus  French  and  his  wife  are  buried  in  the 
Xew  Haven  cemetery,  Xew  Haven,  Connecticut. 

Henry  W.  French,  son  of  Arasmus,  spent  his  ear- 

Iv  boyhood  days  in  the  town  of  Chicopee.  Mass., 

where  he  was  born,  and  at  the  age  of  six  removed 

with  his  parents  to  Boston,  [Mass.,  and  later  to  Xew 

York,  wdiere  he  attended  the  public  schools  of  the 

I  city  up  to  the  age  of  twelve.     It  then  became  nec- 

]  essary  for  him  to  begin    to  do    for    himself.     He 

;  worked  in  various  offices  and  stores  until,  at  about 

;  the  age  of  fifteen,  he  went  to  the  town  of  Ravens- 

;  wood,  L.  I.,  where  his  father  was  engaged  in  the 

i  manufacture   of   ammunition.      In    1852   the   entire 

;  factoni-  was  destroyed  by  an  explosion  of  powder, 

i  and   twenty-eight   people   were   killed.     Upon    this 

i  disaster  the  father  gave  up  that  dangerous  business 

and  removed  to  Waterbury,  ConiT.     At  this  time — 

'  at  the  age  of  sixteen — Henry  W.  took  up  an  unfin- 

i  ished  order  for  a  million  cartridges  for  the  use  of 

I  the   insurgents   in   Cuba,   and   completed   the   same 

i  in  West  Trov,  X.  Y.     On  the  completion  of  this 

■  work  he  took  a  position  w^ith  an  uncle  in  Xew  Bed- 

i  ford,  Mass.,  who  was  a  merchant.    In  1854  he  went 
;  to  Waterbury  and    was    with  his    father's    family 
I  again,  and  here  he  learned  the  trade  of  machinist 
;  with  the   Blake  &  Johnson  Co..  by  whom  he  was 
emploved  for  about  ten  years.     He  then  accepted  a 
position  as  toolmaker  with  the  Waterbury  Button 
Co.,  with  whom  he  remained  two  years.     The  man- 
ufacture of  cloth  buttons  was  then  in  its  infancy  in 
this  country,  and  IMr.  French  made  some  valuable 
improvements   in   the  manufacture.     After  leaving 
i  the  last  named  concern  he  engaged  with  the  Lane 
'  Manufacturing  Co.,  taking  charge  of  their  tool  de- 
I  partment,  and  later  advanced  to  the  position  of  su- 

■  perintendent,  which  he  held  for  twelve  years.     In 
'  1S91  he  was  placed  in  charge  of  the  claim  depart- 
ment of  his  city.    In  i8q2  he  became  connected  with 
the  Waterbury  Horse  Railway  Co.  and  had  consid- 

i  erable  to  do  with  the  amendment  of  their  charter. 


COMMEMORATIVE   BIOGRAPHICAL   RECORD. 


807 


wiiich  cliangetl  the  name  to  "Electric  Co."  and  per- 
niittcil  tlicni  to  extend  the  Hne  to  Xaugatuck.  After 
this  work  was  tinished  Mr.  French  accepted  a  po- 
sition with  the  Connecticnt  Indemnity  Association 
and  had  charge  of  their  renewal  department  in  New 
York  City,  retaining  his  residence,  however,  in 
\\'aterbur\-.  After  four  years  with  this  company  he 
engaged  with  the  Monarch  Alanufacturing  Co.,  of 
W'aterburv,  which  later  changed  its  name  to  the 
Consolidated  Engine  Stop  Co.,  and  has  for  severa; 
vears  been  representative  and  salesman  of  this  con- 
cern in  the  United  States. 

Mr.  French  in  politics  has  always  been  a  Re- 
publican, and  he  has  taken  an  active  part  in  the  work 
of  the  party  in  his  city.  He  represented  his  wart' 
for  twelve  consecutive  terms  (twelve  years)  as 
councilman  and  alderman  in  the  city  government. 
In  1892  he  was  elected  tax  collector,  and  he  has 
filled  other  positions  of  honor  and  trust  in  Water- 
bury.  In  i860  he  entered  the  military  service,  join- 
irg  the  Connecticut  Xational  Cuar<l.  and  served 
continuously  until  his  honorable  discharge,  in  1871. 
He  is  a  past  noble  grand  in  the  I.  O.  O.  F.,  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Grand  Lodge,  also  of  the  Royal  Arcanum 
and  other  lodges  and  societies. 

On  Oct.  28,  1857,  Mr.  French  married  Anna 
Maria  Taylor,  wdio  was  born  in  Waterbury  March 
13,  1838,  and  has  always  lived  on  Cherr\-  street,  in 
that  city.  Samuel  Taylor,  her  father,  was  born  in 
181 2  in  Birmingham,  England,  and  came  to  this 
country  at  the  age  of  nineteen  to  assist  in  the  manu- 
facture of  gilt  buttons,  his  work  lieing  the  Inirnish- 
ing  or  polishing.  He  was  first  employed  in  Attle- 
boro,  Mass.,  but  in  1835  removed  to  Waterbury, 
and  was  almost  continuously  employed  by  the  Sco- 
vill  Manufacturing  Co.  for  over  fifty  years,  until 
his  death,  in  1893.  'Sir.  Taylor  married  Harriet  H. 
Price,  daughter  of  Edward  Price,  of  Attleboro, 
Mass.,  who  came  from  England  to  engajje  in  the 
manufacture  of  jewelry.  Both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Tay- 
lor were  life-long  members  of  the  Methodist  Church, 
and  were  much  respected. 

Four  children  have  blessed  the  union  of  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  French:  (i)  Charles  Henrv,  born  Jan. 
29,  1859;  (2)  George  Taylor,  born  Jan.  i,  1865, 
who  died  March  25,  1870;  (3)  Edward  Rutledge,. 
born  Feb.  8,  1871  :  and  (4)  Cherrie  Morton,  born 
April   8,    1876. 

Charles  Henry  French  commenced  his  education 
in  the  schools  of  Waterbury,  and  continued  his 
studies  at  the  Wesleyan  Academy,  Wilbraham. 
Alass.,  Yale  !\Iedical  College,  Xew  Haven,  and 
Bellevue  Hospital  Medical  College,  Xew  York  City, 
where  he  grafluated  in  the  class  of  1880.  After  two 
years  of  service  on  the  medical  staff  of  the  Charity 
Hospital,  Blackwell';?  Island,  he  commenced  the 
practice  of  medicine  in  his  native  city,  Waterburv, 
and  three  years  later  located  in  Pawtucket,  R.  I., 
where  he  now  resides.  He  is  a  prominent  citizen 
of  that  city,  is  president  of  the  Rhode  Island  Medi- 
cal Socictv,  State  medical  director,  on  the  brigade 


stalT  of  the  Rhode  Island  Xational  Guard  (with  the 
rank  of  lieutenant  colonel ) ,  an  associate  member 
of  the  United  States  Military  Association  of  Siu-- 
geons,  trustee  of  the  Providence  County  Savings 
Bank,  director  in  the  X'ational  Bank,  a  vestryman 
of  St.  Paul's  Church,  and  a  member  of  various 
lodges  and  clubs.  In  1884  Dr.  French  married  l-'lor- 
ence  S.  Wells,  daughter  of  Horace  and  Lydia  Ann 
Wells,  of  Waterbury,  and  three  children  have  been 
born  to  them,  Horace  Wells,  ]\lorton  Taylor  ami 
Dorothy. 

Edward  Rutledge  French  attended  the  local 
schools  and  graduated  from  the  Waterbury  high 
school,  class  of  1888,  receiving  the  highest  honors, 
at  the  age  of  seventeen.  Two  months  later  he  pre- 
sented himself  as  candidate  for  admission  to  the 
Massachusetts  Institute  of  Technology,  Boston, 
Mass.,  and  entered  that  institution  the  same  year, 
graduating  four  years  later,  in  the  class  of  1892, 
course  of  Electrical  Engineering,  receiving  the  de- 
gree of  B.  S.  He  at  once  accepted  the  position  of 
assistant  manager  of  the  Suburban  Electric  Co., 
Elizabeth,  X'.  J.,  and  on  the  death  of  the  manager 
was  advanced  to  his  position.  After  five  years' 
service  with  this  company  he  accepted  a  positioni 
with  the  American  Electric  Heating  Corporation  at| 
their  Xew  York  office,  and  later  at  the  main  office,, 
Cambridge,  Mass.,  where  he  now  resides.  In  1895 
he  married  Aliss  Josephene  W.  Xelson,  of  Stam-' 
ford.  Conn.,  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  C. 
Xelson,  of  that  city.  They  have  had  one  child, 
Reba,  born  X'ov.  28,  1898.  ! 

Cherrie  ^Morton  French  attended  the  public 
schools  of  her  native  city,  Waterbury,  up  to  the  age 
of  fifteen,  and  continued  her  education  at  the  Wes- 
leyan Academy,  Wilbraham,  Mass.,  St.  [Margaret's 
School,  Waterbury,  and  graduated  valedictorian  of 
the  class  of  i8g6  from  the  Drew  Ladies  College, 
Carmel,  X.  Y.,  at  the  age  of  twenty,  receiving  the 
degree  of  A.  M.  She  took  a  post-graduate  course! 
at  the  same  college  the  year  following,  winning  a| 
scholarship  for  the  Woman's  College  of  Baltimore,! 
and  is  a  member  of  Pi  Beta  Phi  sororitv.  At  thel 
breaking  out.  of  the  Spanish- American  war,  having 
had  previous  experience  at  hospitals,  she  vohm- 
teered  her  services  to  the  American  Xational  Red  I 
Cross  Society.  She  was  accepted,  and  went  im-l 
mediately  on  duty  at  the  Red  Cross  Hospital,  Xew 
York,  and  on  July  4,  1898,  with  others,  left  Xew 
York  to  join  Clara  Barton  in  Cuba,  entering  the 
harbor  of  Santiago  the  .day  after  its  capitulation. 
Later  on  she  sailed  with  Gen.  Miles  on  his  expedi- 
tion to  Porto  Rico,  and  was  present  at  the  shell- 
inar  and  caiiture  of  the  forts  in  Guanica  harbor,  by  ; 
Lieut.  Wainwright.  of  the  "Glocester."  She  was  j 
one  of  the  first  ladies  to  accompany  a  fleet  of  war 
vessels  in  actual  duty  and  service.  She  returned 
to  the  United  States  on  the  U.  S.  transport  "Lam- 
passes,"  with  about  one  hundred  and  fiftv  sick  and 
wounded  soldiers  of  the  armv  bound  for  the  govern- 
ment hospital  at  Old  Point  Comfort,  Va.,  and  later 
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was  detailed  to  duty  at  Camp  Wikoff,  Montauk 
Point,  L.  I.  Here  she  was  stricken  with  Spanish 
malarial  fever  and  taken  to  Bellevue  Hospital,  New 
York,  and  later  to  her  home  in  Waterbury,  Conn. 
She  recovered  from  this  illness,  and  is  now  on  the 
staf?  of  nurses  at  the  Presbvterian  Hospital,  New 
York  City. 

Miss  French  received  much  praise  and  honor 
for  her  heroic  work  during  the  war.  She  was  pre- 
sented with  a  valuable  token  by  the  ladies  of  Auxil- 
iary No.  3,  New  York  Red  Cross  Society,  accom- 
panied by  a  letter  from  ?vlrs.  Whitelaw  Reid,  which 
read: 

New  York,  Jan.  14,  1899. 
Dear  Miss  French: 

I  have  been  instructed  by  the  ladies  of  the  board  of 
managers  of  Auxiliary  Xo.  3  to  send  you  the  enclosed  ring 
as  a  token  of  their  appreciation  of  the  faithful  and  most 
satisfactory  work  you  have  accomplished  for  the  said  Auxil- 
iary this  summer.  The  ladies  also  herewith  tender  you  their 
thanks  and  feel  they  are  much  indebted  to  you  for  your  aid 
in  so  worthily  fulfilling  the  purpose  for  which  this  .Auxiliary 
was  formed.        I  am  yours  very  sincerely, 

[Signed]    Elizabeth  .Mills  Reid, 
Secretary  Auxiliary  No.  3,  New  York. 

Upon  the  return  of  Miss  French  to  her  home  in 
Waterbury  the  citizens,  through  the  mayor  and 
board  of  aldermen,  presented  her  with  a  very  beau- 
tiful and  valuable  gold  and  diamond-studded  badge 
of  honor  especially  prepared  for  her.  She  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Daughters  of  the  .American  Revolution, 
and  distributed  many  articles  of  comfort  sent  her 
by  that  society  during  her  stay  in  Porto  Rico. 

PLINY  HITCHCOCK  r deceased)  was  one  of 
the  honored  citizens  and  leading  farmers  of  Chesh- 
ire, and  a  representative  of  one  of  the  pioneer 
families  of  New  Haven  county. 

The  first  to  settle  here  was  John  Hitchcock,  who 
took  up  his  residence  in  the  town  of  Wailingford 
about  1675.  To  him  and  his  wife  Abigail  came  nine 
children,  namely:  Mary,  born  Dec.  10,  1676:  Na- 
thaniel, born  .April  18,  1670,  who  died  May  12.  1710: 
Marger\%  born  Sept.  9,  1681  ;  Elizabeth,  born  April 
8,  1684;  John,  born  Oct.  18,  1685,  who  was  married 
Nov.  21,  1712,  to  Marlon  ]\Iunson  :  ilathias,  bom 
May  26,  1688.  who  is  mentioned  below ;  Hannah, 
born  Jan.  9,  1690:  Damaris,  born  June  11.  1693; 
and  Benjamin,  born  }^Iarch  24,  1696,  who  married 
Elizabeth  Ives. 

Mathias  Hitchcock,  son  of  John,  spent  his  entire 
life  in  \Vallingford,  and  his  remains  were  interred 
there.  He  was  married  in.  the  year  1710  to  Thank- 
ful Andrews,  and  thev  had  thirteen  children,  whose 
names  and  dates  of  birth  were  as  follows :  Mathias, 
June  19,  171 1  (who  died  April  7,  1726)  :  Nathan- 
iel, Oct.  15,  1712  (who  died  young)  :  \"alentine. 
Feb.  14,  1715:  Oliver,  Nov.  14,  1716:  Jason.  Aug. 
16,  1718;  William,  Oct.  16,  1720;  Thankful,  March 
29,  1725;  Mathias.  Feb.  11,  1727;  Ebenezer.  Sept. 
14,  1728;  Tabitha,  Feb.  26,  1730:  Nathaniel.  May 
7.  1733 ;  ^'^'l  Enos  and  Hannah,  twins,  April  27, 
1735- 
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Jason  Hitchcock,  son  of  Mathias,  was  also  a  life 
\orfg  resident  of  \\'allingford  and  a  farmer  by  oc- 
cupation. He  married  Lydia  Cook,  Sept.  20,  1743, 
and  to  them  were  born  seven  children :  William, 
June  26,  1744;  Thomas,  Dec.  20,  1746:  Lemuel, 
Dec.  20,  1749;  Jason,  July  12.  1752  (died  in  in- 
fancy) ;  Jason  (2),  Oct.  10,  1755;  Ichalx)d,  Dec. 
18,  1756;  and  Thankful,  March  20,  1761. 

Ichabod  Hitchcock,  son  of  Jason,  and  father  of 
our  subject,  was  born  in  Wailingford,  and  from 
there  removed  to  Cheshire,  where  he  spent  his  last 
days.  During  his  entire  life  he  engaged  in  agricul- 
tural pursuits.  He  was  twice  married,  his  first 
wife  being  Lurinda  Cook,  by  whom  he  had  five  chil- 
dren, namely:  Pliny,  our  subject;  Sarilla,  wife  of 
George  Stevens,  of  Burton,  Ohio;  Jason;  Hannah, 
wife  of  T.  L.  Gaylord ;  and  Lucinda.  wife  of  Rich- 
ard Beach,  of  Burton,  Ohio.  By  the  second  mar- 
riage there  was  one  child,  Abigail,  who  married  and 
went  South. 

During  his  boyhood  Pliny  Hitchcock  pursued 
his  studies  in  the  public  schools  of  Cheshire  and  the 
Cheshire  Academy,  and  also  learned  the  stonema- 
son's trade,  which  he  followed  during  the  greater 
part  of  his  life.  He  was  born  June  30,  1791,  and 
always  made  his  home  in  Cheshire,  where  he  owned 
two  farms  near  Cheshire  Centre,  in  the  southern 
part  of  the  town,  aggregating  100  acres.  To  the 
improvement  and  cultivation  of  these  he  devoted 
a  part  of  his  time.  He  was  a  worthy  member  of 
the  Congregational  Church  .  and  in  politics 
was  a  supporter  of  the  \\'hig  and  Republi- 
can parties.  He  was  domestic  in  his  tastes, 
temperate  in  his  habits  and  a  good  Chris- 
I  '_ian  man,  one  who  commanded  the  respect  and  con- 
I  fidence  of  all  with  whom  he  came  in  contact,  in 
i  either  business  or  social  life.  He  died  upon  his 
farm  March  13,  1864,  and  was  buried  in  Cheshire 
cemetery. 

Mr.  Hitchcock  married  Miss  Sally  Bradley,  a 
native  of  Cheshire,  born  Jan.  18.  1793,  a  daughter 
of  Reuben  and  Roxanna  (Frisbie)  Bradley.  She, 
'.  too,  was  a  member  of  the  Congregational  Church, 
and  a  most  estimable  lady.  She  died  on  the  home 
farm.  Jan.  13,  1874,  and  was  laid  to  rest  by  the  side 
of  her  husband.  In  their  family  were  the  follow- 
ing children:  (i)  Jason  Cook,  the  eldest,  is  de- 
ceased. (2)  Lydia  (deceased)  engaged  in  school 
teaching  and  later  married  Levi  ^lunson,  by  vv"hom 
she  had  one  child,  Mary,  now  deceased.  (3)  Rox- 
anna is  one  of  the  best-known  woinen  in  Cheshire, 
where  she  was  successfully  engaged  in  dressmaking 
and  the  millinery  business  for  a  number  of  years. 
She  is  well-read  and  refined,  and  presides  with 
gracious  dignity  over  a  beautiful  home  in  Cheshire, 
planned  by  herself.  (4)  Sarah  was  also  a  school 
teacher,  and  is  now  the  widow  of  Norman  Steele,  of 
Waterbury.  (5)  Lucinda  married  Samuel  Cook, 
and  both  are  now  deceased.  (6)  Jason  died  in  in- 
fancy. (7)  John  .\ugustus  is  engaged  in  niercan- 
I  tile    business    in    Liverpool.    England.        (8)    Ann 
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\inelia,  wlio  in  early  life  engaged  in  school  teach- 
iiii;,  ntul  (9)  Cornelia  A.  both  reside  with  their  sis- 
ter Koxanna,  in  Cheshire.  The  family  is  well- 
known  and  very  highly  respected  in  the  community 
where  its  members  have  so  long  made  their 
Itunie. 

STILLMAX  BASSETT  DOOLITTLE,  a  suc- 
cessful farmer  of  Pond  Hill,  W'allingford,  was  born 
on  the  old  family  homestead  on  Pond  Hill  Xov.  15, 

1S41. 

Abraham  Doolittle,  our  subject's  emigrant  an- 
cestor, was  the  progenitor  of  all  who  bear  the  name 
in  this  country.  He  and  his  brother  John  were  in 
Massachusetts  at  a  very  early  day.  John  died  child- 
less. Abraham  Doolittle  was  in  New  Haven  before 
1642,  and  was  the  owner  of  a  house.  In  1644  he 
took  the  freeman's  oath,  and  was  made  the  chief 
executive  officer  (or  sheritt)  of  the  county.  He 
was  chosen  by  the  people  of  Xew  Haven  as  one 
of  the  committee  to  superintend  the  affairs  of  the 
new  settlement,  then  (1669)  just  commenced  at  the 
village.  The  name  of  the  village  was  changed  to 
W'allingford,  and  it  was  incorporated  'Sla.y  12,  1670, 
by  an  act  of  the  General  Court,  then  sitting  at  Hart- 
ford. Abraham  Doolittle  was  one  of  the  tirst  to  set- 
tle in  the  place,  and  was  there  some  two  or  three 
years  before  the  incorporation.  He  died  Aug.  11, 
1690,  aged  seventy. 

Abraham  Doolittle  (2),  son  of  Abraham,  was 
l)orn  Feb.  12,  1649,  and  died  in  1732,  aged  eighty- 
three  years. 

Samuel  Doolittle  (i),  son  of  Abraham  (2),  was 
born  March  14,  1698. 

Samuel  Doolittle  (2),  son  of  Samuel  (i),  was 
born  Feb.  28,  1725. 

Samuel  Doolittle  (3),  son  of  Samuel  (2),  was 
born  April  11,  1749. 

Chauncey  Doolittle,  Sr..  son  of  Samuel  (3),  was 
born  in  1777  in  W'allingford,  and  died  May  17,  1833, 
in  his  fifty-sixth  year.  He  was  a  wagon-maker  by 
trade,  had  a  shop  at  Pond  Hill,  and  supplied  the 
surrounding  country  for  a  wide  extent  with  his 
wares.  His  trade  included  joiner  work,  and  he  also 
farmed  his  estate,  continuing  in  the  active  perform- 
ance of  his  duties  until  his  death.  Mr.  Doolittle 
was  well  known,  and  no  man  was  more  highly  re- 
spected. His  political  convictions  made  him  a  Dem- 
ocrat, and  he  was  one  of  the  pillars  of  the  M.  E. 
Church  in  W'allingford. 

Chauncey  Doolittle,  Jr.,  son  of  Chauncey,  Sr., 
was  born  July  2.  1810.  at  Pond  Hill,  and  lived  out 
his  exemplary  life  in  this  quiet  village,  dying  Feb. 
15.  1854.  Like  his  father,  he  was  a  member  of  the 
Democratic  party.  He  worked  as  an  apprentice  un- 
til he  became  of  age  (1831).  and  was  subsequently 
employed  at  his  trade  by  Jared  Mansfield,  in  North 
Haven,  until  about  the  time  of  his  marriage,  when 
lie  returned  to  the  old  homestead.  On  Dec.  28,  1834. 
he  married  Betsey  Bassett,  of  North  Haven,  daugh- 
ter of  Joel  and  Betsey  Bassett,  and  they  became  the 


parents  of  three  children:  Jannette,  born  Oct.  17, 
1836,  died  Jan.  I,  1837.  Stillman  Bassett  is  our 
subject.  Sophronia,  born  July  2,  1844,  died  July  1 1. 
1S60.  Mrs.  Doolittle  made  her  home  with  her  only 
son  until  her  death,  on  June  i,  1894,  when  she  was 
aged  eighty  years,  eleven  days. 

As  a  loving  and  unselfish  mother,  as  a  Christian 
woman   and   a   kind   sympathizing    friend,    she    set 
an  example  worthy  of  record.     Her  religious  con- 
;  nection  was  with  the  Congregational  Church. 
i         Stillman  Bassett  Doolittle  was  educated  in  the 
;  common    schools,    and    grew    to    manhood    on    the 
'  farm,  to  which  he  has  devoted  the  greater  portion 
!  of  his  time  during  many  years.     Agriculture  inter- 
ests him,  and  he  has  found  a  general  line  of  farming 
quite  profitable.     He  has  also  been  quite  successful 
in  breeding  good  cattle  from  poor  stock. 

The  death  of  his  mother  was  a  severe  blow  to 
'.  Mr.  Doolittle.  as,  beyond  everything,  he  was  a  de- 
voted son.     Fler  last  vears  were  made  comfortable 
through  his  loving  care.     Probably  there  is  no  more 
highly  esteemed  citizen  in  his  part  of  W'allingford 
!  than  Stillman  Bassett  Doolittle. 

WALTER  GOODRICH  BISHOP,  one  of  the 
honorable  and  meritorious  citizens  of  the  town  of 
!  Guilford,  where  he  has  long  conducted  a  fine  farm, 
,  was  born  in  Zvleriden,  New  Haven  county,  June  26, 
j  1827,  and  is  a  descendant  of  one  of  the  oldest  famil- 
ies in  the  State.  Benjamin  Bishop,  his  grandfather. 
]  was  a  native  of  North  Haven,  where  he  lived  and 
I  died.     He  owned  a  gristmill  and  was  engaged  in 

farming. 
1         Martin  Bishop,  father  of  Walter  G.,  was  born  in 
North  Haven.     He  was  very  largely  self-educated. 
and   became   a   good  mathematician.     At   the    age 
of    fourteen    Mr.    Bishop    entered    a    factory    in 
Meriden,    and    was    employed    by    'Squire    Yale, 
learning  the  tinner's  trade,  at  which  he  worked  for 
a  number  of  years,  being  for  many  years  employed 
as  a  journevman  tinner.     He  made  pocket  lanterns, 
1  and  was  the  first  in  this  country  to  manufacture  lan- 
terns for  policemen's  use.     Later  in  life  he  moved 
'  to  Stony  Creek,  where  he  kept  a  boarding  house 
'  and  continued  the  manufacture  of  lanterns.     There 
he  died  and  was  buried.     He  was  a  man  of  active 
spirit   and   progressive    ideas.      He   contracted    for 
I  and  built  one  mile  of  the  New  Haven  &  Hartford 
j  Railroad.    In  religion  he  was  a  member  of  the  Bap- 
I  tist  Church,  and  in  politics  a  Democrat.     In  INIeri- 
den  he  married  Salvina  E.  Bradley,  a  daughter  of 
James  Bradlev.  and  a  native  of  ?\Ieriden.  Their  chil- 
dren were:  Walter  G. ;  Sarah  H.,  who  died  young: 
Nathaniel  H..  a  resident  of  Stony  Creek:  and  Fran- 
ces, who  died  in  early  womanhood.     Mrs.  Salvina 
I  E.  Bishop  died  at  Stony  Creek.     She  had  been  a 
member  of  the  Baptist  Church  at  Meriden  for  many 
years. 

Walter  Goodrich  Bishop  attended  the  district 
I  school  and  later  the  high  school.  He  remained  on 
i  the  farm  with  his  father  until  he  was  fifteen  years 
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old,  -and  his  first  employment  away  from  liome  was 
with  Coles  &  Stephens,  under  wliom  lie  learned  mon- 
ument stonecuttinfj.  While  still  in  his  "teens  he  en- 
tered the  Parker  foundry  and  learned  the  molder's 
trade  thoroughl\-,  working  there  sixteen  years. 
After  some  months'  employment  in  Hartford  he 
returned  to  Meriden  and  worked  two  }ears  for  the 
Isabel  Curtis  Co.  From  Meriden  he  went  to  the 
town  of  Orange,  where  he  bought  a  farm  once 
owned  by  Deacon  Pardee,  and  cultivated  same  for 
seven  years,  selling  at  the  end  of  that  time  and  com- 
ing to  Guilford,  where  he  bought  the  Charles  Fow- 
ler farm.  This  place  consisted  of  twenty-four  acres, 
and  Mr.  Bishop  has  since  purchased  two  other 
farms,  aggregating  in  all  162  acres.  He  also  bought 
100  acres  which  he  sold.  He  has  made  extensive 
improvements  on  his  place,  and  is  engaged  in  gen- 
eral and  dairy  farming,  doing  a  very  successful 
business.  He  is  president  of  the  De.xter  L.  Bishop 
Co.,  and  by  his  energy  and  enterprise  has  won  a 
good  position  in  commercial  circles. 

Walter  G.  Bishop  was  married  in  Meriden  to 
Dorcas  J-  Hungerford,  by  whom  he  had  one  child. 
Sarah  H.,  now  deceased.  His  first  wife  dying,  Mr. 
Bishop  married  Xancy  M.  Leete,  a  daughter  of  the 
late  Rufus  X.  Leete,  and  a  native  of  Leete  Island. 
and  to  this  union  came  three  children :  Dexter  L. 
is  an  ice  and  lumber  dealer  in  Meriden :  he  married 
Esther  Johnson.  Burton  W..  a  farmer  in  Guilford, 
married  Lillian  R.  Remington.  Grace  S..  a  gradu- 
ate of  the  Guilford  high  school,  was  a  bookkeeper 
for  her  brother  De.xter.  but  now  resides  at  home. 
Mrs.  X'ancy  M.  Bishop  died  in  1886,  and  Mr. 
Bishop  married  her  sister  Ellen  AI. 

In  politics  Mr.  Bishop  was  originally  a  Demo- 
crat, but  is  now  a  Republican.  He  belongs  to  the 
Baptist  Church  at  Meriden,  but  attends  the  First 
Congregational  Church  of  Guilford.  Sociallv  he 
holds  membership  in  Center  Lodge.  Xo.  68.  I.  O. 
O.  F.,  Meriden,  of  which  he  is  past  grand. 

WILLIAM  M.  TYLER  is  one  of  the  most  suc- 
cessful and  progressive  agriculturists  on  Bucks 
Hill,  Waterbury.  Pie  devotes  considerable  atten- 
tion to  fruit  growing  and  dain-  farming,  and  has 
made  his  special  field  of  industry  an  eminent  suc- 
cess. 

A  native  of  Xew  Haven  county,  Mr.  Tyler  was 
born  in  the  town  of  Middlebury  Jan.  30,  1837,  and 
is  descended  from  one  of  its  old  and  highly  respected 
families,  founded  here  by  three  brothers,  James,  Jo- 
siah  and  Daniel  Tvler.  who  came  from  Branford, 
Conn.,  and  located  in  what  is  now  known  as  Tylers- 
town.  Middlebury.  There  they  married  and  reared 
families.  They  were  land  owners  and  farmers. 
Their  remains  were  interred  in  the  old  cemetery  of 
Middlebury. 

Daniel  Tyler,  Jr.,  son  of  the  Daniel  previouslv 
mentioned,  was  a  large  land  owner  and  farmer  in 
Middlebury,  as  well  as  one  of  the  leading  citizens, 
taking  quite  a  prominent  part  in  public  affairs.    He 


was  a  Whig  in  politics,  represented  the  town  in  the 
State  Legislature  and  held  many  local  offices.  He 
was  a  member  of  the  church.  His  death  occurred 
upon  his  fann  in  Middlebury,  and  his  remains  were 
interred  in  the  old  cemetery  there.  He  married 
Miss  Sally,  daughter  of  Asahel  Bronson,  a  soldier 
of  the  Revolutionary  war,  and  to  them  were  born 
eight  children,  namely:  Asahel,  father  of  our  sub- 
ject; Daniel;  Lucius;  Mary,  wife  of  Samuel  Bloss ; 
James ;  William  O. ;  Eli ;  and  Sally,  who  died  at  the 
age  of. three  years. 

Asahel  Tyler  was  born  on  the  old  homestead  at 
Tylerstown,  where  he  grew  to  manhood,  and  was 
reared  to  agricultural  pursuits.  In  1843  he  re- 
moved to  Woodbury,  Litchfield  Co..  Conn.,  where 
he  engaged  in  farming  and  stock  dealing  until  1864. 
when  he  located  in  Oakville,  same  county.  In  1 87 1 
he  came  to  Bucks  Hill,  Xew  Haven  county,  later  re- 
moved to  Plymouth,  Conn.,  and  from  there  to  Leb- 
anon, Mo.,  where  he  spent  two  years.  At  the  end 
of  that  time  he  returned  to  Waterbury.  Conn.,  and 
he  passed  the  remaining  years  of  his  life  on  Bucks 
Hill,  where  he  died ;  he  was  buried  in  Woodbury 
cemetery.  ^Ir.  Tyler  was  a  well-to-do  farmer,  own- 
ing considerable  property.  He  was  liberal  in  his  re- 
ligious views,  attended  the  Congregational  Church, 
and  in  politics  was  first  a  Democrat  and  later  a  Re- 
publican. He  married  Amy  Amalga  Morris,  of 
Woodbury,  by  whom  he  had  two  children ;  \\'ill- 
iam  M.,  our  subject ;  and  Jennette,  wife  of  Xathan 
Burton.  Airs.  Tyler  died  in  her  native  town  and 
was  buried  there.  She  was  a  consistent  iuember  of 
the  Congregational  Church.  For  his  second  wife 
Asahel  Tyler  married  \"irginia  Shea,  who  was  of 
French  descent. 

During  his  boyhood  William  'M.  Tyler  attended 
the  district  schools  of  Woodbury  and  Roxbury,  and 
completed  his  education  in  the  high  schools  of 
Woodbury  and  Waterbury.  He  remained  at  home 
until  twenty-two  years  of  age,  when  he  settled  on 
Bunker  Hill,  Waterbury,  and  he  was  one  of  the  first 
men  of  that  section  to  engage  in  the  dairy  business. 
In  i86g  he  removed  to  Bucks  Hill,  locating  on  the 
Col.  Welton  farm,  a  tract  of  140  acres,  which  he 
has  greatly  improved.  He  is  still  extensively  en- 
gaged in  the  dairv  business,  and  is  one  of  the  largest 
peach  growers  in  the  Xaugatuck  \'alley,  having 
over  thirtv-five  acres  of  land  devoted  to  peaches. 
He  also  buvs  and  sells  produce,  and  in  all  his  un- 
dertakings has  been  remarkably  successful.  Be- 
sides his  property  in  this  countv  he  owns  land  in 
Missouri  an<l  other  parts  of  the  West. 

On  Tan.  4,  1871,  in  Plymouth,  Conn.,  Mr.  Tyler 
v.'as  united  in  marriage  with  ^liss  Ida  J.  Painter, 
a  native  of  that  place,  daughter  of  Capt.  Edward 
and  Clarinda  (Palmer)  Painter,  and  granddaughter 
of  Thoni.i.s  Painter  and  John  Palnier.  She  was 
educated  in  the  high  school  of  East  Hampton,  Mass. 
Mrs.  Tyler  has  many  noble  traits  of  character,  .'^he 
has  been  an  invalid  for  several  vears.  but  bears  her 
sufiferings    with    patience   and    Christian    fortitude. 
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Mr.  aiiJ  ^Irs.  Tyler  have  two  children:  Bessie 
(  lariiula,  who  grackiatcd  from  the  Waterbury  high 
vchool  and  has  successfully  engaged  in  teaching  for 
[,,iir  _\ears ;  and  Robert  William,  who  is  engaged 
in  (icacli  growing.  He  married  Inza  Gertrude 
I'hillips.  The  father  and  daughter  are  members  of 
MpA  River  Grange,  in  which  he  has  served  as  mas- 
ter, antl  she  as  organist.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Tyler  hold 
membership  in  St.  John's  Episcopal  Church  of  Wat- 
crburN'.  In  politics  he  is  an  independent  Democrat. 
As  a  public-spirited,  progressive  citizen,  he  takes  a 
deep  and  commendable  interest  in  all  enterprises 
calculated  to  prove  of  public  benefit. 

WILLIAM  EDWIX  WELD,  one  of  the  oldest 
and  most  highly  respected  citizens  of  the  town  of 
Guilford,  is  a  native  of  that  locality,  born  Aug.  30, 
1815,  and  is  descended  from  one  of  the  earliest  and 
best  families  of  Xew  England. 

Rev.  Thomas  Weld  and  his  brother  Joseph  were 
the  first  of  the  name  in  .\merica.  The  form.er  came 
from  England  to  these  shores  on  the  ship  "William 
Francis,"  landing  -at  Boston,  June  5,  1632.  his 
lirotlier  Joseph  arriving  a  year  later,  and  both  re- 
sided in  Roxbury,  ^lass.,  the  former  becoming  min- 
ister of  a  church  there. 

Daniel  Weld,  supposed  to  be  a  son  or  grandson 
of  one  of  the  alx)ve  brothers,  was  born  in  Roxbury. 
and  there  grew  to  manhood,  afterward  removing 
of  Long  Meadow.  Mass..  thence  to  Durham.  Conn., 
where  he  passed  the  rest  of  his  days.  He  married 
Mary  Warren,  a  sister  of  Gen.  Joseph  Warren, 
who  fell  at  the  battle  of  Bunker  Hill,  and  two  chil- 
dren were  born  to  them :  Daniel,  who  married 
Elizabeth  Starr  :  and  Joseph. 

(II)  Joseph  Wekl.  the  first  of  the  name  in  Guil- 
ford, was  born  in  Durham,  Conn.,  in  1727;  was 
educated  and  served  his  apprenticeship  in  Boston, 
Mass.,  and  was  a  weaver  by  occupation.  Remov- 
ing to  Guilford,  he  there  carried  on  an  extensive 
business,  and  there  died  April  28,  1806,  at  a  very 
advanced  age,  his  remains  being  interred  in  Guil- 
ford cemetery.  On  Oct.  31.  1759,  he  married  Lucy 
Fowler,  who  was  born  in  Guilford  Feb.  19.  1735, 
a  daughter  of  Ebenezer  and  Elizabeth  (Starr) 
Fowler,  and  died  Sept.  5,  1800.  Their  children 
were  as  follows:  .Lucy,  born  July  29.  1760,  died 
June  8,  1778;  Beulah,  born  Sept.  6,  1762.  died  Sept. 
12.  1847:  .\nn.  born  July  12,  1764,  died  Oct.  4, 
1848,  married  Xathaniel  Wilcox;  Joseph,  born  July 
26,  1761').  married  Sarah  Pannelee;  Edmund,  a 
sketch  of  whom  follows:  William,  born  Mav  27, 
1771,  niarried  Clarissa  Gillet,  and  removed  to  Paris, 
X.  Y. ;  Sarah,  born  April  7,  1773,  died  Jan.  12, 
1857:  and  Daniel,  born  Sept.  23,  1776.  died  July  30, 
1825.  married   Submit  Rossiter. 

(III)  Edmund  Weld,  grandfather  of  William 
E.,  was  born  Dec.  11,  1768.  in  Guilford,  where  he 
passed  his  entire  life,  dving  there  X'ov.  3.  1838, 
highly  respected  hv  all.  He  had  considerable  talent 
as  a  singer,  and  for  many  years,  from  the  age  of 


seventeen,  led  the  chior  in  the  church  at  Guilford. 
On  Dec.  i,  1790,  in  Guilford,  he  married  Charlotte 
Stone,  who  was  born  in  1770,  a  daughter  of  Benja- 
min Stone,  and  died  Jan.  20,  1810.  For  his  secuiul 
wife  Edmund  Weld  wedded,  June  i,  1812,  Mercy 
Xettleton,  born  Dec.  3,  17S1,  who  died  July  8,  1864. 
Children  by  first  wife:  George,  sketch  of  whom 
follows;  Ciiarlotte,   born  Jan.   22,   1793,   died   Alay 

28,  1886,  married  Robert  Fowler;  Lucy  Ann,  born 
Xov.  15,  1794,  died  Aug.  16,  1797:  ^lary  Adcock, 
born  Sept.  20,  1795;  James  William,  born  June 
17,  1798,  married  Eleanor  B.  Coates :  Rich- 
ard, born  June  30,  1800,  died  Aug.  8,  1852, 
married  Sarah  Walker ;  Henry,  born  July  9,  1802, 
married  Elizabeth  Ward  ;  Harvey  Stone,  born.  July 

29,  1804,  diedi  March  20.  1883,  married  Elizabeth 
Greenleaf ;  Lucy  Ann,  born  Aug.  23,  1806,  died  in 
June,  1852,  married  John  Coats;  Mary,  born  March 
23,  1809,  died  Oct.  14,  1828.  Children  by  second 
wife:  John,  born  Sept.  25,  1813,  died  June  6,  1887; 
Betsey,  born  May  8,  181 5,  married  Charles  R. 
Wheden ;  Edmund,  born  Aug.  5,  1817,  died  Dec. 
8,  1881,  married  Betsey  Isabell ;  Samuel, 'born  Sept. 

30,  1818,  died  in  1850,  in  California;  Lydia  Maria, 
born  Dec.  23,  1819,  married  Jared  Buell ;  Alfred 
Washington,  born  March  3,  1823,  married  Sarah 
Morgan;  and  Daniel,  born  April  12,  1825,  died 
Xov.  8,  1859,  married  Melinda  C.  Connor. 

(IV^)   George  Weld,  father  of  William  E.,  was 
born  June  8,  1291,  in  Xorth  Guilford,  where  he  re- 
ceived a  district  school  education,  and  learned  the 
trade  of  carpenter  and  joiner.     Later  in  life  he  re- 
moved with  his  family  to  Sag  Harbor,  L.  I.,  there 
continuing  his  trade  several  years,  then  returning 
to  Guilford,  where  he  passed  his  later  years.  d\ing 
I  in  March,  1876;  his  remains  were  interred  in  Guil- 
i  ford  western  cemetery.     He  was  a  member  of  the 
1  Episcopal  Church,  and  of  the  choir,  being  a  singer 
1  of  no  mean  reputation.     In  politics  he  was  a  Demo- 
j  crat,  though  no  office  seeker.     He  was  a  temperate 
man,  an  industrious,  loyal  citizen,  a  kind  husbantl 
and  loving  parent,  and  lived  an  industrious,  upright 
life. 

In   Guilford,   in     1813,   George    Weld    married 

;  Mabel  Fowler,  who  was  born  in  that  town  May  9, 

j   1791!  a   daughter   of   William    and    Olive    (Cran) 

Fowler,  and   died   Dec.   21,    1821.     For  his  second 

wife  he  wedded  Mabel  Loper,  born  Sept.  5,   1788. 

who  died  X'^ov.  4,  1869.     His  children:  George  Le- 

ander,   born    March    12,    1814:    W'illiam    Edwin,   a 

J  sketch   of    whom    follows ;     Clarissa    Olive,    horn 

June  5,     1818.  died  Dec.     i.   1S86;  and    Frederick 

i  Alonzo,  born  Feb.  i,  1820.     William  E.  is  the  only 

]  survivor. 

I  (V)   William  Edwin  Weld,  whose  name  intro- 

duces these  lines,  received  in  the  vicinitx'  of  his  place 
of  birth  a  common-school  education,  which  was  of 
necessity  somewhat  limited,  as  at  the  early  age  of 
ten  years  he  had  to  commence  supporting  himself. 
I'ntil  he  was  fifteen  years  old  he  worked  on  a  farm 
,  for  his  board  and  clothes,  and  then  removed  with  his 
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father  and  rest  of  the  family  to  Sag  Harbor,  where 
he  learned  the  trade  of  carpenter  and  joiner.  Dur- 
ing this  time  he  made  a  whaling  voyage  to  the 
South  Atlantic  and  return ;  but  not  caring  for  a 
seafaring  life  he  continued  at  his  trade  in  Sag  Har- 
bor till  once  more  making  his  home  in  Guilford, 
his  birthplace.  There  he  commenced  business  as  a 
carpenter  and  joiner,  and  for  over  liftv  years  was 
engaged  in  building  and  dealing  in  lumber,  becom- 
ing one  of  Guilford's  self-made  successful  men. 
For  the  past  few  years  he  has,  for  the  benefit  of  his 
health,  been  living  on  and  cultivating  a  small  farm. 
He  still,  however,  makes  his  home  in  Guilford, 
where  he  built  and  owns  a  fine  residence,  equipped 
with  all  modern  improvements.  A  lifelong  Demo- 
crat, Mr.  Weld  cast  his  first  vote  for  Andrew  Jack- 
son;  for  several  years  was  selectman  of  Guilford, 
also  burgess  of  the  borough ;  in  religious  faith  he 
is  a  member  and  vestryman  of  the  Episcopal 
Church.  Mr.  Weld  is  noted  far  and  near  for  his 
honest  and  honorable  dealing  in  both  public  and 
private  life,  and  is  justly  classified  among  Guil- 
ford's best  citizens. 

On  Sept.  23,  1838,  in  the  town  of  Guilford,  Will- 
iam E.  Weld  was  married  to  Myrta  'SI.  Holcomb, 
born  Dec.  29,  1S20,  a  daughter  of  Medad  Holcomb, 
and  children  as  follows  came  to  them :  ( i )  Jane 
Clarissa  ("Jennie"),  born  Aug.  21.  1841,  married 
Charles  W.  Shelton,  of  Windsor,  Conn.,  and  later 
became  the  wife  of  Henry  Alerriam.  who  died  in 
1897.  One  child  was  born  to  the  first  marriage, 
LiUian  Jennie,  who  married  Frederick  T.  Dudley, 
and  has  two  children,  Shelton  Weld  and  IMildred 
F.  (2)  William  Edwin,  born  Aug.  23,  1843,  is  su- 
perintendent of  the  Boston  Buckboard  Carriage  Co., 
New  Haven ;  he  married  Imogene  Dorman ;  thev 
have  no  children.  ("3)  Julia  Augusta,  born  Sept. 
19,  i860,  died  Oct.  28,  i860. 

The  Holcomb  F.kmily,  of  which  Mrs.  Weld 
is  a  member,  is  one  of  the  oldest  in  America. 
Thomas  Holcomb,  the  founder  of  the  Xew  Eng- 
land branch,  came  from  England  with  the  early  set- 
tlers, and  located  first  in  Dorchester,  3.1ass..  later 
in  Windsor,  Conn.,  where  he  died.  Nathaniel  Hol- 
comb, grandfather  of  Mrs.  Weld,  was  a  native  of 
Granville,  Mass..  and  there  married  Jennie  AcTkins ; 
they  had  two  children :  Medad.  sketch  of  whom 
follows :  and  Geneva,  who  married  Walter  Stevens, 
and  died  in.  August.  1862. 

Medad  Holcomb,  father  of  Mrs.  Weld,  was 
born  July  27,  1781,  in  Granville,  Mass..  whence 
he  came  to  North  Guilford,  and  here  on  Dec.  31, 
1800,  he  married  Betsey  Stevens,  who  was  born 
in  1777  and  died  Dec.  q.  1803.  For  his  second  wife 
he  married,  Dec.  10.  1804,  Betsey  Benton,  born  Oct. 
25,  1781,  died  March  12.  1815.  For  his  third  wife 
he  married,  Aug.  10.  1815,  Myrta  M.  Fowler,  born 
June  26.  1798,  who  died  Aug.  3,  1821.  For  his 
fourth  wife  he  married.  Dec.  6.  1821.  Nancv  Parnel 
Dudley,  born  April  29,  1707.  who  died  Sept.  26, 
1845.     His  fifth  wife  was  Harriet  Leete.     Children 


I  born  to  Medad  Holcomb:  Betsey,  born  May  9,  1802, 
i  married  Asa  Montgomery ;  Polly,  born  Nov.  29, 
1803,  married  Larius  Bartholomew;  Elledini,  born 
I  Sept.  18,  1805,  married  Thomas  Evans ;  Frederick, 
born  Jan.  31,  1807,  married  INIary  Rogers,  and  died 
June  II,  1886;  Louise,  born  Oct.  19,  1809,  married 
Jesse  Crane,  and  died  June  3,  1843  •  Henr}-,  born 
Oct.  18,  181 1,  died  Feb.  25,  1842;  Appollas,  bom 
in  July,  1S13,  died  July  22,  1813;  Sophia,  born  Feb. 
4,  1817,  married  William  C.  Dudley;  William  Ward, 
born  Oct.  18,  1818,  married  Julia  A.  Wheadon ; 
Myrta  M.,  born  Dec.  29,  1820,  married  William 
E.  Weld;  Lorenzo  Dow,  born  Nov.  5,  1S23,  died 
Feb.  26,  1826;  Mary  Ann,  born  April  29,  1826,  died 
Dec.  22,  1826;  Medad,  born  Sept.  29,  1828,  mar- 
ried Lavina  Sherwood ;  Mary  Barker,  born  Oct. 
II,  1831,  died  Dec.  11,  1831  ;  Helen,  born  Sept.  19, 
1834,  died  March  13,  1836;  Helen  AL,  born  July 
18,  1838,  married  Samuel  H.  Cruttenden ;  and  Ce- 
celia, born  May  12,  1842,  married  William  Cornell, 
There  were  no  children  by  the  fifth  marriage. 

DANIEL  L.  CHIPMAN,  now  living  in  quiet  re- 
tirement in  Waterbury,  was  born  in  that  town  Nov. 
10,  1821.  Samuel  Chipman,  father  of  our  subject, 
was  born  July  16,  1780,  in  Wallingford,  this  county, 
where  his  father  was  engaged  as  a  tailor.  The  latter 
reared  a  family  of  four  children,  viz. :  Samuel ; 
John,  who  was  a  farmer  and  harness-maker  in 
Cornwall,  Conn.,  and  lived  to  the  advanced  age  of 
ninety-one  years ;  Joseph,  who  lived  in  Fairhaven  : 
and  Elizabeth,  Airs.  Grannis. 

I  Samuel  Chipman  was  reared  to  manhood  on  a 
farm  in  Wallingford.     On  Dec.  27,  1802,  he  mar- 

!  ried  Nancy  Potter,  who  was  born  in  Hamden,  New 
Haven  Co.,  Conn.,  September  14,  1784.  To  this 
union  came  eleven  children,  in  the  following  order: 
Samuel  D.,  born  Dec.  29,  1803,  became  a  farmer 
and  died  in  Waterbury,  April  29,   1881  ;   Sherman 

i  B.,  born  June  13,  1806,  died  Jan.  16,  i860;  Lyman, 

]  born  Nov.  9,  1808,  was  a  hatter  in  Newtown,  and 
died  June  27,  1874;  William,  born  Aug.   13,  181 1, 

I  was  a  farmer  of  Cheshire,  where  he  died :  George 
E..  born  Feb.  9,  1813,  was  a  cabinetmaker,  and  died 
in  New  York  State  in  February.  1898 ;  Joseph,  born 
July  6,  1815,  was  first  a  tailor,  and  later  became  a 

I  farmer,  and  died  in  Waterbury,  Sept.  25,  1884: 
Timothy  T.,  born  April  3,  1818,  died  in  South 
America;  Ransom,  born  Nov.  13,  1819,  was  a  tailor 
and  mechanic  in  Waterbury,  and  died  Oct.  31,  1884: 
Daniel  L.    (the  subject  of  this   sketch!  ;  Elizabeth 

'  M.,  born  April  2,  1824,  married  John  Whitney,  and 

;  died  in  New  Haven  June  12,  1892;  and  Martha  A., 
born  Feb.   q,  1826,  died  March  4,  1831. 

Daniel  L.  Chipman  grew  to  maturity  on  a  farm. 
In  his  earlier  manhood,  however,  he  for  many  years 
drove  an  omnibus  through  Waterbury,  and  on  re- 
tiring from  that  calling,  about  twelve  years  ago, 
took  up  his  home  about  half  a  mile  from  his  birth- 
place, the  place  comprising  about  seventy  acres  just 
outside  the  citv  limits  of  Waterburv. 
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On  Oct.  I,  1876,  Daniel  L.  Chipman  wedded 
Laura  A.  Morehouse,  who  was  born  in  Washing- 
ton, Conn.,  and  who  died,  after  a  pleasant  com- 
panionship of  nearly  twenty  years,  June  24,  1895. 
On  Oct.  12,  1896,  Air.  Chipman  chose  for  his  second 
wife  Sarah  V'.  W'orrall,  who  was  born  in  Litchfield, 
this  State,  a  daughter  of  John  and  Elizabeth  (Chip- 
man)  Worrall,  the  former  a  native  of  England, 
who  became  farmer  of  Litchfield ;  the  latter  was  a 
native  of  Cornwall,  Conn.,  and  a  daughter  of  John 
Chipman,  uncle  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch. 

Daniel  L.  Chipman,  like  his  father  before  him, 
has  been  a  life-long  Democrat.  In  religious  belief 
lie  was  reared  a  Alethodist.  He  is  now  passing  the 
remaining  years  of  his  life  in  the  companionship 
of  his  estimable  wife,  surrounded  by  friends  in- 
numerable, enjoying  the  fruits  of  his  early  labors, 
and  at  peace  with  all  the  world. 

OSBORNE.  Through  all,  saving  the  first  dec- 
ade and  a  half,  of  the  century  just  closed,  the  name 
introducing  this  sketch  has  been  one  of  prominence 
in  mercantile  and  industrial  life  in  the  town  of  Derby 
and  of  Ansonia,  as  well  as  in  the  social  and  relig- 
ious life  of  those  communities.  Here  have  figured 
a  number  of  the  immediate  descendants  of  Capt. 
Stephen  Osborne,  among  them  his  son,  the  late  John 
White  Osborne,  and  in  turn  his  son,  ]\Iajor  Wilbur 
F.  Osborne,  the  latter  for  years  the  president  of  the 
Osborne  &  Cheeseman  Co.,  and  at  this  time  presi- 
dent and  assistant  treasurer  of  the  L'nion  Fabric 
Co.,  both  of  Ansonia,  as  well  as  being  interested  in 
various  enterprises. 

Capt.  Stephen  Osborne,  of  New  Haven,  with 
his  wife  and  family,  the  wife  formerly  being 
Apama  Gorham,  a  granddaughter  of  Capt.  George 
Gorham,  came  to  Derby  to  live  in  1817.  Both  Capt. 
Osborne  and  Capt.  Gorham  were  patriots  and  saw 
active  service  in  the  war  of  the  Revolution.  A  Capt. 
Stephen  Osborne  is  referred  to  in  the  records  of 
Connecticut  men  in  the  Revolution  as  being  of 
Wallingford,  and  was  commissioned  a  lieutenant 
on  July  26,  1777,  promoted  captain  May  i,  1778; 
while  Capt.  George  Gorham  is  given  as  being,  in 
1779,  in  the  company  commanded  by  Abner  Rob- 
inson, and  in  Samuel  McCIellan's  regiment.  Capt. 
Gorham  was  one  of  the  men  who  assisted  in  stretch- 
ing the  famous  iron  chain  across  the  Hudson  to  ob- 
struct the  British  from  going  up  the  river. 

Both  long  before  and  after  the  Revolution  Derby 
was  the  scene  of  much  shipbuilding  which  was  the 
greatest  industry  of  the  town.  One  Thomas 
Wheeler,  of  Stratford,  who  settled  on  Birmingham 
Point  in  1657,  was  probably  the  first  engaged  there 
in  such  industry.  After  some  six  years  he  was  suc- 
ceeded by  Alexander  Brs'an,  a  nierchant,  and  the 
latter  later  by  the  Hawkenses,  and  from  1712  to 
1720  it  was  a  prominent  trading  point.  Another 
busy  shipyard  was,  in  early  days,  at  the  Cove  where 
were  built  vessels  called  Boston  Coasters.  Some 
distance  below  figured  the  Leavenvvorths,  who  built 


the  old  bridge  in  1798.    At  what  was  styled  the  Red 

House  were  built  by  Capt.  Edmund  &  Sons,  Gideon 

and  Edmund  Leavenworth,  many  vessels,  schooners 

and  sloops.     Gideon  Leavenworth  was  another  of 

the  patriots  of  the  Revolution.    He  was  in  command 

of  a  company  of  infantry  in  1777,  and  was  himself 

wounded  in  the  battle  of   White  Plains.     Packets 

were  built  up  the  Naugatuck  river  earlier  than  1797, 

opposite  the  "old  Parsons  place."     Soon  after  that 

date  Capt.  George  Gorham  built  and  launched  a 

;  schooner    from    near    the    present    Naugatuck    and 

;  Derby  stations.     Capt.  Gorham  built  many  vessels 

below  the  Point  of  Rocks  now  known  as  Hallock's 

old  ship-yard.       Sea-captains  and  sea-faring  men, 

I  to©,  were  numerous  about  Derby,   some  of  whom 

i  sailed  to  all  points  of  the  world.     One  George  Gor- 

:  ham  was  a  sea  captain. 

I         Capt.  Stephen  Osborne,  at  his  death,  left  an  es- 
I  tate  which  in  those  days  was  considered  quite  valua- 
i  ble,  but  the  trustee  of  the  estate  invested  the  money 
!  :n  the  Derby   Bank   which   failed,   and   the   family 
:  v/ere  left  without  means.    The  son,  John  White  Os- 
I  borne,   who    was    born    June    26,    1810,    in    New 
Haven,  came  with  the  family  to  Derby  in  1817,  and 
early  learned  the  shoemaker's  trade,  receiving  for 
I  his  services  his  board  and  S25  per  year.     On  the 
completion  of  his  trade  he  accepted  a  position  with 
!  George  W.  Blakeman,  then  a  grocer  and  dry  goods 
I  merchant  on  the  east  side  of  the  river.     He  re- 
mained with  Mr.  Blakeman  for  a  number  of  years 
when  at  the  latter's  suggestion  and  with  his  assist- 
ance young   Osborne,    in    1843,   opened   a   grocerv 
store,  on  the  west  side  of  the  river  in  Birminghani. 
and  at  a  point  where  now  stand  the  buildings  of 
the  Ousatonic  Water  Co.  (comer  :\Iain  and  Water 
streets).     In  about  1845  he  formed  a  partnership 
n-ith  George  W.  Cheeseman  and  they  moved  into 
the  "stone  store,"  built  by  Daniel  Ju'dson  in   1836. 
These  gentlemen  transacted  a  large  business,  operat- 
ing two  stores  (the  other  in  Waterbury)  until  1859. 
In  1858  the  firm  also  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of 
hoop  skirts,  and  in  the  following  year  removed  the 
business  of  this  industry  to  Ansonia.  still  retaining 
for  a  time  the  Birmingham  store.     The  formation 
of  the  business  firm  in  the  middle  forties,  of  Os- 
borne &  Cheeseman,  was  the  beginning  of  a  busi- 
ness connection,   which   for  so  many  years   was  a 
great  factor  in  the  manufacturing  interests  of  An- 
sonia and  Shelton. 

In  1866  the  Osborne  &  Cheeseman  Co.  was  or- 
ganized as  a  joint  stock  corporation,  with  a  capital 
of  $120,000.  Before  its  organization  and  under  the 
original  firm,  in  1861,  was  built  the  main  factory, 
on  the  site  of  the  burned  Ansonia  Clock  Works. 
Subsequently  the  building  was  enlarged,  and  the 
line  of  manufacture  largely  increased  to  include 
web  goods,  suspenders  and  wire  woven  tape  for 
skirts.  A  shop  for  metallic  goods  was  also  run.  On 
the  organization  of  the  company  John  W.  Osborne 
was  made  president ;  Charles  Durand,  secretary. 
and  George  W.  Cheeseman,  treasurer.  Mr.  Osborne 
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remained  the  executive  head  of  the  company  until 
his  retirement  from  active  business  in  the  early  sev- 
enties. He  had  led  an  active,  busy  and  successful 
business  life. 

In  his  early  life,  prior  to  merchandising,  Mr. 
Osborne  had  engaged  to  some  extent  in  school- 
teaching  in  Derby  Xeck,  which  [xoint  later  for  many 
years  was  the  home  of  the  family,  and  where  the 
son,  Major  Wilbur  F.  Osborne,  continues  his  resi- 
dence. Mr.  Osborne  had  no  taste  for  public  life, 
and  held  but  one  political  oi^ce  in  his  life  time.  He 
was  once  elected  a  grand  juror  but  refused  to 
qualify  until  on  a  Sunday  during  divine  services 
at  Church,  a  man  more  or  less  intoxicated  took  from 
his  pocket  a  bottle  of  whiskey,  and  began  pouring 
the  contents  over  the  congregation.  Mr.  Osborne 
qualified  to  prosecute  this  man.  When  quite  a 
young  man  Mr.  Osborne  was  confirmed  in  the  Epis- 
copal Church,  but  soon  thereafter  became  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  ever 
afterward  remained  a  consistent  and  active  Chris- 
tian. His  life  was  an  example  to  all  men — one  ever 
upright  and  honest,  free  from  malice  and  always 
full  of  kindness  for  everyone.  His  life  was  a  tower 
of  strength  and  a  blessing  to  many  who,  upon  turn- 
ing from  sin,  found  the  new  life  seemingly  hard 
and  the  cross  heavy  to  bear.  His  disposition  was 
such  that  care  rested  upon  him  lightly,  and  from  the 
time  he  became  a  member  of  the  church  to  the  day 
of  his  death  he  gathered  strength  and  courage  from 
all  vicissitudes.  He  was  one  of  the  leaders  of  the 
church,  ever  high  in  its  councils.  He  at  one  time 
led  the  choir  and  for  many  years  directed  the  music, 
was  almost  continually  steward  and  a  member  of 
the  ofiicial  body,  and  for  a  long  period  was  super- 
intendent of  the  Sunday-school.  He  often  dis- 
coursed to  the  congregation  and  his  talks  were  full 
of  light.  All  through  his  long  life  in  the  church 
he  was  the  comforter  and  adviser  of  all — the  one 
sought  and  the  one  turned  to  in  time  of  need.  The 
effect  of  his  life  in  the  church  was  the  same  on  the 
outside  upon  all  with  whom  he  came  in  contact.  He 
was  a  man  among  men.  He  had  his  opinions  in  tem- 
poral as  well  as  in  spiritual  afifairs.  and  when  they 
differed  from  the  opinions  of  others  it  had  not  the 
sting  of  malice  and  spite.  His  opinions  were  al- 
ways respected.  He  died  with  friends  innumerable 
and  without  an  enemy.  Always  full  of  energy  and 
life  he  was  active  to  the  end,  his  more  than  four 
score  years  falling  lightly  upon  him.  His  death  oc- 
curred March  6,  1895. 

Mr.  Osborne  was  married  three  times,  first  to 
Susan  H.  Durand,  of  Derby ;  second  to  Mary 
Douglas,  of  New  York ;  and  third  to  Miss  Eliza 
Hill,  of  Reading,  Penn.  His  children,  all  born  of 
the  first  marriage,  were  Wilbur  F. ;  Fannie  W^, 
born  in  1836,  married  Isaac  D.  Drew,  and  died 
April  II,  1884;  Harriet  J.,  born  in  1844,  died  in 
1860:  and  Helen  \'.,  born  Jan.  15,  1848,  married  E. 
H.  Krehbiel.  and  died  May  10,  1894. 

Mrs.  Susan  H.  (Durand)  Osborne,  the  mother 


of  these  children,  born  in  1816,  and  died  in  1859, 
was  the  daughter  of  the  late  Samuel  Durand,  and  a 
descendant  in  the  fifth  generation  from  Dr.  John 
Durand,  who  was  early  at  Stratford,  Conn.,  marry- 
ing there  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Richard  Bryan, 
and  granddaughter  of  Alexander  Bryan.  Dr. 
Durand  settled  in  Derby  about  1685.  F"rom  this 
ancestor  Mrs.  Susan  H.  (Durand)  Osborne's  line  of 
descent  was  through  Joseph,  Noah  and  Samuel 
Durand. 

(II)  Joseph  Durand,  son  of  Dr.  John,  born 
Dec.  20,  1709,  married  .April  25,  1734,  Ann  Tomlin- 
son.  She  died  Feb.  14,  1778,  and  he  passed  away 
Aug.  6,  1792. 

(III)  Xoah  Durand,  son  of  Joseph,  born  May 

12,  1740,  married  Abigail,  daughter  of  Caleb  Tom- 
linson,  and  lived  on  Great  Xeck,  and  there  died 
April  12.  1818.     His  widow  died  Xov.  2.  1831. 

(IV)  Samuel  Durand,  son  of  X'oah,  born  Julv 

13,  1783,  married  (first)  Susan  Hawkins,  (second) 
her  sister  Sally  Hawkins,  and  (third)  Xancv  Beers, 
of  Trumbull,  Conn.,  and  (fourth)  Xancy  Brown, 
of  Xew  Bedford.  Mr.  Durand  was  a  farmer  on 
Bare  Plains.  He  died  in  February,  1852.  His  chil- 
dren were:  Charles,  Sarah,  Susan  H.  (Mrs.  Os- 
borne) and  Samuel. 

M.\joR  WiLBL-R  F.  O.snoRXE.  son  of  John  W.,  is 
a  native  of  Derby,  and  has  thus  far  in  life  made  that 
town  his  home ;  his  business  life,  however,  since  the 
formation  of  Ansonia,  has  been  in  the  latter  town. 
He  has  grown  up  in  the  business  enterprises  estab- 
lished by  his  father,  and  from  boyhood  taken  an 
active  and  prominent  part  in  planning  and  devel- 
oping the  business  out  of  which  since  have  come  a 
number  of  branches,  as  well  as  having  engaged  in 
various  other  enterprises.  A  few  years  subsequent 
to  his  father's  retirement  from  the  presidency  of 
the  Osborne  &  Cheeseman  Co.  he  became  the  exec- 
utive head  of  the  concern.  In  1882,  as  an  ofif shoot 
of  the  above  named  company,  there  was  incorpor- 
ated the  S.  O.  &  C.  Co.,  which  has  since  been  en- 
gaged in  manufacturing  eyelets  and  eyeleting  ma- 
chinery, and  also  metal  goods.  Some  years  later, 
in  1887,  the  Union  Fabric  Company  was  incorpor- 
ated, to  cover  steel  and  other  wires  for  use  in  skirts, 
bustles,  etc.  Of  this  company,  ^Nlajor  Osborne  was 
made  president,  a  position  he  still  holds.  He  is  also 
president  of  the  Schneller  Stay  Works,  of  Ansonia, 
and  treasurer  of  the  Connecticut  Clasp  Co.,  of 
Bridgeport.  The  Major  was  one  of  the  original 
incorporators  of  the  S.  O.  &  C.  Co.,  of  Ansonia, 
and  of  the  Derby  Silver  Co.,  of  Shelton,  now  a 
branch  of  the  International  Silver  Co.  He  is  one 
of  the  prominent  manufacturers  of  the  X'augatuck 
Vallev.  and  is  recognized  as  an  enterprising  and 
public-spirited  citizen,  both  in  .Ansonia  and  in 
Derbv.  He  is  president  of  the  Derby  Xeck  Free 
Library. 

Major  Osborne  served  three  years  and  seven 
months  in  the  Civil  war,  having  enlisted  in  .\pnl. 
1861,   from  the  Wesleyan  University,  first,   in   the 
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three  months  service,  and  later  in  the  first  regiment 
that  was  sworn  into  the  United  States  service  for 
the  entire  Civil  war.  He  received  promotion  to 
sergeant,  second  and  first  lieutenant,  and  captain 
of  artillery  :  was  artillery  instructor  of  the  2d  Con- 
necticut Artillery :  insijcctor  general  of  defences  at 
Washington.  South  of  the  Potomac  ;  ordnance  offi- 
cer ;  acting  quarter  master,  etc. 

AUGUSTUS  I.  GOODRICH,  who  is  now  liv- 
ing in  W'aterbury,  comes  of  an  old  and  honored 
American  family  of  English  extraction. 

Luther  Goodrich,  grandfather  of  our  subject, 
born  July  16,  1776,  in  East  Haddam.  Conn.,  v^as 
a  sea  captain.  He  was  a  member  of  Columbia 
Lodge,  No.  26,  F.  &  A.  M..  of  East  Haddam.  He 
married  Sarah  Danforth  (who  died  in  1861),  and 
by  her  had  a  family  of  four  children :  Sarah  and 
Miranda  both  died  at  the  age  of  twenty-five  years : 
George  was  the  father  of  our  subject ;  Hepsey  P. 
married  William  Dorrance.  lived  in  Andover,  Conn., 
and  died  at  the  age  of  sixty-two  years. 

George  Goodrich  was  born  in  East  Haddam, 
Sept.  8,  1805,  and  died  Dec.  29,  1879.  He  received 
his  education  in  Rocky  Hill.  Conn.  He  learned  the 
trade  of  cabinetmaker  in  Hartford,  from  there  pro- 
I:  ceeding  to  Ilristol,  where  he  worked  in  a  clock-case 
factory  until  1878,  at  that  time  moving  to  Water- 
bury,  where  he  passed  the  rest  of  his  days.  He 
married  Charlotte  L.  Ives,  who  was  born  in  Bris- 
tol, a  daughter  of  Ira  and  Cynthia  (Shaler)  Ives; 
lier  father  was  a  Captain  in  the  Revolutionary  war. 
Four  children  were  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  George 
Goodrich,  viz. :  Miss  Almira  M.,  living  in  Water- 
bury;  Augustus  I.,  our  subject;  and  George  L.  and 
Samuel  R.,  mechanics,  who  reside  in  Bristol.  The 
mother  died  in  1848.  The  father  was  a  lifelong 
\\'hig  and  Republican,  and  in  religious  faith  both 
he  and  his   wife  were  Congregationalists. 

Augustus  I.  Goodrich  was  born  Sept.  16.  1833, 
in  Bristol,  and  there  attended  the  common  school 
and  academy.  At  the  age  of  twenty-three,  in  the 
year  1856,  he  came  to  W'aterbury,  where  he  has 
resided  ever  since,  having  been  continuously  in  the 
employ  of  the  W'aterbury  Clock  Co.  until  ]\Iav, 
1899,  since  when  he  has  lived  retired.  For  many 
years  he  was  superintendent  of  the  works,  and  dur- 
ing his  long  service  of  over  forty  years  he  proved 
himself  honest,  capable  and  industrious,  leaving  with 
a  record  second  to  none  in  the  company's  emplov. 

On  Jan.  22,  1861,  Mr.  Goodrich  married  Helen  I. 
Corbett,  who  was  born  in  Rome,  X.  Y.,  daughter  of 
Samuel  and  Rachel  Corbett.  the  former  a  repre- 
sentative of  an  old  Boston  (Mass.)  family,  and  the 
latter  of  an  old  Maine  family.  Two  children  have 
been  born  to  this  union:  Frederic  S.  and  Charles 
G.,  both  very  talented  young  men. 

Frederic  S.  Goodrich,  M.  A.,  professor  of  Greek 
in  Albion  (Mich.)  College,  was  born  in  Waterburv 
Sept.  9.  1865,  and  there  received  his  early  education, 
later    attending    Wcslevan    Academv,    W'ilbraham, 


Mass.,  from  which  he  graduated  in  the  class  of  1885, 
taking  the  commencement  oratorical  prize.     For  a 
year  he  was    engaged    in    newspaper    work,  after 
which  he  continued  his  studies  at  Wesleyan  Univer- 
sity, ?vIiddletown,  Conn.,  and  was  graduated  in  the 
class  of  1890.     During  his  course  he  took  prizes  in 
Latin,   Greek   and   English   literature,   and   led   the 
class  in  general  scholarship.     He  is  a  member  of 
the  Phi   Beta  Kappa  and  Psi  Upsilon  fraternities. 
After  graduation  he  spent  a  year  abroad,  studying 
i  in  the  University  of  Berlin,  and  in  the  American 
I  School  of  Classical  Studies  at  Athens.     He  visited 
points  of  interest    in    Egypt,    Palestine    and    Asia 
Alinor,  and  on  his  return   he  taught  Greek   for  a 
year  in  Wesleyan  University,  and  in  1892  was  ap- 
,  pointed  to  the  professorship  of  Greek  in  Albion  Col- 
!  lege,  where  he  has  since  remained.     Prof.  Goodrich 
j  is  regarded  as  an  authority  in  his  chosen  field,  and 
is  also  well-known  as  a  lecturer  on  various  topics. 
;  In    1894,   under   his   management,   the   students   of 
'.  the   Greek   department    at    Albion    College   gave  a 
i  highly  successful  production  of  Sophocles"  "C)edi- 
j  pus  "Tyrannus,"  and  in  1900  "Iphigenia  among  the 
!  Taurians,"  both  in  the  original  Greek.     Prof.  Good- 
rich received  the  degree  of  M.  A.   from  the  Uni- 
versity of  Michigan  in  1898.     The  Professor  is  an 
ordained  minister  of  the  M.  E.   Church,  and  is  a 
member   of   the    Detroit    Conference.      On    Jan.    3, 
1893,  he  married  Hilary  M.  Harrison,  of  Waterburv, 
an   accomplished   art    student,   and   they   have   tw'o 
children,  Frederic  H.  and  Helen  R.     ylr.  Goodrich 
I  is  a  Freemason  and  Odd  Fellow.     In  1900  he  was 
the  nominee  for  governor  of  Michigan  on  the  Pro- 
;  hibition  ticket. 

:         Charles  G.  Goodrich,  Ph.B.,  was  born  Sept.  19. 

I  1869,  in  Waterbury,  received  his  early  education  in 

that  city,  and  after  attending  the  Waterburv  high 

I  school   went   to      Wesleyan  Academy,   Wilb'rahani, 

I  Mass.,   where  he  entered  the   College   Preparatorv 

I  and  'Slusic  departments.     Even  thus  early  his  merit 

I  was  recognized  by  his  appointment  as  organist  of 

I  the  Alemorial  M.  E.  Church,  taking  the  place  of- the 

I  musical  instructor  of  the  Academy.     He  was  grad- 

j  uated  with  honors  in  the  class  of  1889,  of  which 

I  class  he  was  elected  permanent  president.     In  the 

\  fall  of  1889  he  entered  Wesleyan  Universitv  (  Mid- 

dletown.  Conn.)  and  prepared  himself  for  teaching 

:  modern  languages,  taking  special  honors  in  this  de- 

i  partment.      He    also    won    the    Seney    scholarship 

i  prize,  given   for  general   excellence  of  work.     He 

'  was  a  member  of  Psi  Upsilon  fraternity,  and  was 

graduated  in  1893  among  the  first  in  his  class,  being 

chosen  to  membership  in  Phi  Beta  Kappa  in  spite 

of  the  fact  that  much  of  his  time  had  been  devoted 

to  the  music  of  the  First  AI.  E.   Church  of  ]\lid- 

dletown,  where  he  was  organist  and  director  of  a 

;  large  chorus  choir.     He  was  also  organist  of  the 

University  chapel.    At  the  end  of  his  course  he  was 

appointed  assistant  librarian  of  tlie  University,  and 

took  a  post-graduate  course  in  his  specialties.     In 

;  the  summer  of  1894  he  went  to  Germany  and  stud- 
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ied  langT.iages  and  music  in  Berlin.  He  returned  to 
take  charge  of  the  Department  of  Modern  Lan- 
guages at  Albion  College  (Albion,  Mich.),  during 
the  year's  leave  of  absence  of  the  head  of  the  depart- 
ment. At  the  end  of  this  year  he  returned  to  Eur- 
ope for  further  study  at  the  celebrated  University 
of  Bonn,  studying  and  traveling  in  France  and 
Italy.  On  his  return  to  America  he  was  elected 
head  of  the  ^lodern  Language  Department  of 
Harry  Hillman  Academy,  Wilkesbarre,  Pa.,  a 
large  college  preparatory  school  with  an  enviable 
reputation  for  its  high  standard  of  scholarship. 
This  position  he  held,  as  well  as  that  of  organist 
and  choir  leader  of  the  First  ^L  E.  Church  of  the 
city,  one  of  the  most  important  musical  appoint- 
ments in  the  State,  until  Sept.  lo,  1901.  when  he 
resigned  to  take  the  Professorship  of  Romance 
Languages  at  ^Marietta  College.  ^Marietta,  Ohio, 
where  he  now  resides.  He  is  also  a  member  of 
Harmony  Lodge,  No.  42,  F.  &  A.  ]NL.  of  Water- 
bury,  Conn.  On  Aug.  25,  1897,  he  was  married 
to  Annie  Y.  Shortle,  B.  A.,  of  Provincetown,  IMass., 
a  graduate  of  Wesleyan  Academy  (Wilbraham, 
Mass.)  and  of  W'ellesley  College  (Wellesley, 
Mass.),  class  of  1897,  where  she  not  only  com- 
pleted with  high  honor  the  course  in  Liberal  Arts, 
but  also  the  course  in  the  Art  of  Painting. 

Mrs.  Augustus  L  Goodrich,  a  graduate  of  the 
State  Normal  School  at  Framingham.  !Mass.,  and 
later  a  student  at  Allen's  English  and  Classical 
School,  at  West  Newton,  Mass.,  was  in  1859  and 
i860  a  teacher  in  the  public  schools  of  Waterbury. 
She  has  always  been  closely  identified  with  church 
work,  and  for  several  years  has  been  president  of 
the  King's  Daughters  of  Waterbury.  It  may  be 
truly  added  here  that  it  was  mainly  through  her 
efforts  and  teachings  that  her  sons  took  up  study 
so  assiduously,  and  have  thereby  reached  the  en- 
viable literary  positions   they  now   hold. 

Augustus  I.  Goodrich  is  a  Republican  in  his  po- 
litical proclivities,  and  for  a  number  of  years  he 
servfed  in  the  common  council :  represented  the 
First  Ward  of  the  city  in  the  aldermanic  board  six 
years ;  was  police  commissioner  ten  years ;  and  was 
one  of  the  commissioners  when  the  police  station 
was  erected.  In  1863  he  joined  the  State  militia, 
was  elected  lieutenant,  later  captain  of  Company 
A,  2d  Regiment  Conn.  N.  G.,  in  which  capacity  he 
served  seven  years,  when  he  was  succeeded  by 
Major  F.  A.  Spencer.  He  was  also  elected  lieuten- 
ant colonel,  but  declined  the  honor.  For  a  num- 
ber of  years  he  was  connected  with  the  Center 
school  district,  was  chairman  of  its  committee  in 
1890,  and  re-elected  to  the  office  for  two  years  in 
1898.  Socially  he  is  affiliated  with  Harmony  Lodge, 
No.  42,  F.  &  A.  M.,  at  Waterbury,  and  is  a  past 
master  and  trustee.  In  religious  faith  he  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  M.  E.  Church.  He  is  a  man  of  high 
character,  one  whose  well-spent  life  is  worthy  of 
emulation,  is  very  popular,  and  wields  considerable 
influence  in  his  locality. 


CHARLES  JOSEPH  PIERPONT  (deceased) 
!  was    a    prominent    and    influential    citizen    of    East 
'  Farms,  Waterbury,  and  a  worthy  representative  of 
an  honored  old  family  of  New  Haven  county.     Of 
French  descent,  he  traced  his  ancestry  back  to  Rob- 
ert Ale  Pierpont,  or  Robert  of  the  Stone  Bridge, 
:  who  accompanied  William  the  Conqueror  to  Eng- 
■  land.     One  of  his  descendants,  who  also  bore  the 
name  of  Robert,  was  created  Earl  of  Kingstone  in 
1   1628.    He  had  two  brothers,  one  of  whom  was  Will- 
iam, the  father  of  James  Pierpont,  who  was  the  first 
of  the   family  to  come  to  America,  and  who  had 
two  sons,  John  and   Robert.     The  former  located 
j  in  Roxbury,  ^lass.,  and  married  Thankful  Stowe, 
;  and  among  their  children  was  James  Pierpont,  bom 
Jan.  4,  1659,  who  was  graduated  at  Harvard  College 
I  in  1681,  and  on  July  2.   1684,  was  ordained  pastor 
of  the  Center  Church  of  New  Haven.     On  Oct.  27, 
j  1691,  James  Pierpont  married  Abigail,  daughter  of 
]  Rev.  John  Davenport.     She  died  Feb.  3,  1O92,  and 
I  on  May  30,  1694,  he  was  again  married,  his  second 
;  union    being   with    Sarah,   granddaughter   of    Gov. 
Haynes.     Her  death  occurred  Oct.  27,  1696.  and  he 
;  married  for  his  third  wife,  on  July  6,   1698,  Mary 
i  Hooker,  granddaughter  of  Rev.  Thomas  Hooker, 
j  of  Hartford. 

j  Ezra  Pierpont,  grandfather  of  our  subject,  was 
I  the  first  of  the  family  to  locate  in  this  section.  He 
j  wedded  Mary  Blakeslee,  a  native  of  North  Haven, 
j  and  a  daughter  of  Isaac  Blakeslee.  She  died  Sept. 
28.  1827,  and  he  departed  this  life  Jan.  7,  1842. 
They  had  five  children,  whose  names  and  dates  of 
:  birth  were  as  follows:  Chloe,  Aug.  15,  1783; 
I  Luther,  Feb.  8.  1785;  Seabury,  March  13,  1787; 
I  Austin,  ]\Iay  19,  1791  ;  and  Lucy,  July  26,  1793. 

Austin  Pierpont,  our  subject's  father,  was  a  land 

!  owner  and  farmer  at  East  Farms,  Waterbury.  where 

I  he  spent  the  greater  part  of  his  life,  and  is  buried 

j  in   the   East   Farms   cemetery.      He   was   killed   by 

I  lightning.      On    Feb.    20,    1812,    he    married    Sally 

Beecher,  daughter  of  Enos  Beecher,  and  to  them 

I  came  nine  children:    Enos  Austin,  born  March  24, 

1813.  died  Jan.  9,  1814;  Enos  Augustus  was  born 

Tan.  8,  1815;  Ezra  Alonzo  was  born  Dec.  i,  1817; 

'  Sarah  Minerva,  born  ]\Iarch  2,  1820,  died  Sept.  24, 

i   1840;  Nancy  Jennette,  bom  March  24,   1822,  died 

'  Dec.  28,  1825 ;  Charles  Joseph,  our  subject,  is  next 

!  in   order  of  birth:   Emily  Jennette,  born  June   15, 

!  1830,  married  A.  J.  Beers :  William  Seabury  was 

born  June  23,  1833;  Ellen  Alaria  was  bom  June  10, 

1840. 

<         Charles    T.   Pierpont  was   born   at   East   Farms 

i  ^March  11.  1825,  and  was  reared  on  the  home  farm, 

I  acquiring  his  education  in  the  schools  of  W'aterbury. 

j  On  reaching  manhood  he  engaged  in  farming  on  his 

I  own  account,  and  also  became  a  successful  butcher 

and    stock   dealer.      Upright    and   honorable   in   all 

!  things,  he  was  widely  and  favorablv  known,  and  had 

the   confidence   and    respect   of   all   with   whom    he 

i  came  in  contact,  either  in  business  or  in  social  life. 

I  He  held  membership  in  the  Episcopal  Church,  and 
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was  identified  with  the  Democratic  party,  but  never 
sought  pohtical  prelemient.  He  died  on  his  farm 
March  2j,  1884,  and  was  buried  in  the  East  Farms 
cemetery,  a  part  of  wliich  land  he  had  given  to  the 
town  for  burial  purj>oses. 

In  the  town  of  Waterbury  Mr.  Pierpont  was 
married,  April  20,  1846,  to  ^Miss  Mary  A.  Warner, 
and  to  them  were  born  six  children,  namely:  (i) 
Charles  J.  and  (2)  Austin  B.  are  both  represented 
elsewhere.  (3)  Ellen  C.  is  the  wife  of  George  W. 
Conner,  of  Westside  Hill.  (4)  Wilson  L.  is  a  dairy 
farmer  of  East  Farms.  He  is  a  Republican  in  poli- 
tics, and  a  member  of  the  Independent  Order  of 
Odd  Fellows.  He  married  Annie  E.  Merrill,  a 
daughter  of  Xathan  Merrill,  and  she  died  in  1898, 
the  mother  of  eight  children,  George,  Edith,  Albert, 
Richard  (deceased),  Joseph,  Charles,  Xathan  and 
Flarold.  On  April  9,  1901,  he  married  Mrs.  Anna 
E.  Hall.  (5)  Elmer  M.  is  a  grocer  of  Waterbury. 
(6)  Mary  A.  is  the  wife  of  Charles  S.  Miller,  of 
Waterbury. 

Like  her  husband,  ]\Irs.  Pierpont  is  held  in  high 
regard  by  all  who  know  her.  Her  father,  Jared 
Warner,  a  farmer  by  occupation,  was  born  Oct.  16, 
1785,  son  of  Alark  \\'arner,  a  Revolutionary  soldier. 
In  August,  1803,  he  wedded  Mary  Bronson,  who 
was  born  May  3,  1785,  a  daughter  of  Levi  Bronson. 
They  had  four  children  :  Amanda,  born  Nov.  19, 
1804,  married  Wesley  Bronson :  Levinus  Bronson 
was  born  Aug.  12,  1808;  Olive  Caroline,  born  Nov. 
I,  1810,  married  James  Converse;  and  Mary  Ann, 
born  Dec.  8,  1828,  married  Charles  J.  Pierpont,  our 
subject. 

GEORGE  LINSLEY,  a  retired  carpenter  and 
cabinet  maker,  is  spending  his  last  days  in  Bran- 
ford  in  the  peace  and  quiet  to  which  his  long  and 
useful  life  well  entitles  him.  Mr.  Linsley  was  born 
in  that  borough  May  29,  1829,  son  of  Elias  and 
Mary  (Bradley)  Linsley.  Elias  Linsley  was  born 
Aug.  28,  1803,  in  North  Branford,  a  son  of  Daniel 
and  Polly  P.  (Jones)  Linsley,  and  became  a  cabinet 
maker  and  undertaker.  For  si.xty  years  he  was  in 
business  in  Branford,  where  he  left  a  good  com- 
petence and  the  legacy  of  a  good  name.  There 
were  three  children  in  his  family :  George,  Henry 
David,   and   J.   At  wood. 

Daniel  Linsley  died  Dec.  30,  1813,  at  the  age 
of  forty-eight.  His  wife  died  in  September.  1847, 
at  the  age  of  seventy-four.  To  them  were  born  the 
following  children:  Betsy,  v,-ho  mr.rried  Samuel 
Page;  Benjamin  D.,  who  married  Elvira  Wliitney ; 
Abigail ;  Harvey  J.,  who  first  married  Laura  Clark 
and  later  Mary  .Somers ;  Jeremy,  who  married 
Phebe  Page,  and  (second)  Sarah  Beach;  Sylvia; 
Elias  ;  Polly  Parnell ;  Charles  :  Hezekiah.  who  mar- 
ried Mariam  Gillette,  and  after  her  death,  wedded 
Maria  Doolittle ;  and  Daniel.  Israel  Linsley.  Jr., 
the  father  of  Daniel,  married  Hannah  Winthrop. 
He  was  a  son  of  Israel  and  Priscilla  (Wheaton) 
Linslev,    and    grandson    of   Jonathan    and    Dorcas 
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I   (Phipper  or  Phipenny)  Linsley,  and  great  grandson 
of  John  Linsley,  who  came  from  England  and  set- 
•  tied  in  Brantord  in  1646. 

:  Mr.  Linsley"s  maternal  grandfather,  Timothy 
I  Bradley,  of  Branford,  married  Irene  Gordon,  a. 
j  daughter  of  Alexander  Gordon,  who  was  a  sailor 
i  and  came  of  a  Scottish  family.  His  great-grand- 
!  parents  were  Timothy  and  Sarah  (Goodsell)  Brad- 
ley. He  lived  in  Branford  where  Seth  Thomas 
:  Bradley  now  has  his  home. 

!         George  Linsley  was  reared  in  Branford,  where 
I  he  obtained  a  common-school  education.     Early  in 
;  life  he  learned  the  cabinet  maker's  trade,  under  his 
!  father's    instruction,    and    followed    same    for    nine 
years.     Desiring  to  see  more  of  the  world  he  went 
to  sea  as  a  common  sailor,  and  for  a  year  was  en- 
gaged in  visiting  American  and  West  Indian  ports> 
On  his  return  he  worked  at  the  carpenter's  trade, 
in   New   Haven,   and   presently   began    contracting 
.  and  building.     For  forty  years  he  was  one  of  the 
I  most  reliable  and  aggressive  business  men  of  Bran- 
!  ford,  having  the  construction  of  the  principal  build- 
I  ings,  churches,  private  houses  and  store  buildings 
j  as  well.     Time  has  tried  his  work,  and  his  honest 
I  construction  and  the  sound  material  employed  are 
i  demonstrated  in  the  passing  of  the  years.    Our  sub- 
j  ject  was  one  of  the  incorporators  of  the  Branford 
I  Savings  Bank.     He  is  actively  interested  in  every- 
I  thing  aftecting  the  welfare  of  the  town,   and   for 
eighteen  months  had  charge  of  the  Blackstone  Li- 
brary. 

Air.  Linsley  was  married  .\pril  30,  1855,  to  Aliss- 
Ellen  F.,  a  daughter  of  Henry  N.  and  Almira  ( Tilt- 
tle)  DeWolf,  of  New  Britain,  and  a  granddaughter 
of  John  and  Desire  (Noyes)  De\\'olf,  and  a  great- 
granddaughter  of  that  Paul  Noyes  who  furnished 
S6o,ooo  of  leather  equipments  for  the  Revolutionarv 
war,  for  which  it  is  said  he  was  never  paid.  The 
maternal  grandfather  of  Mrs.  Linsley  was  Planning- 
Tuttle,  of  North  Flaven,  who  married  Beda  Barnes. 
Mr.  and  Airs.  Linsley  have  one  daughter,  Isadora 
A.  Mr.  Linsley  belongs  to  Widows  Sons  Lodge,. 
No.  66,  F.  &  A.  M.,  and  to  Harmony  Lodge,  No. 
5,  I.  O.  O.  F.     In  politics  he  is  a  Republican. 

JACOB  HENRY  GARRIGUS,  one  of  the  pros- 
perous and  respected  farmers  and  worthy  citizens 
of  the  town  of  Wolcott,  is  a  native  of  the  State  of 
New  Jersey,  born  Alarch  25,  1838,  in  Morristown,. 
Morris  county.  He  comes  of  an  old  Pennsylvania 
and  New  Jersey  branch  of  the  family,  which  is  of 
French  Huguenot  origin. 

The  first  of  the  family  in  this  country  was  Da- 
vid Garrigus,  who  came  to  America  as  an  exile 
from  France  during  the  religious  persecutions  in 
that  country.  He  settled  in  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  and 
died  leaving  a  large  family,  most  of  whom  had 
adopted  the  Quaker  faith.  Jacob  Garrigus,  son 
of  David,  settled  in  Hanover  township,  Morris  Co.,. 
N.  J.,  where  he  became  a  land  owner  and  farmer. 
He  had  a  family  of  nine  children,  four  of  whom — 
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David,  Isaac,  Jacob  and  John — participated  in  the 
Revolutionary  war,  John  being  present  with  Wash- 
ington at  the  surrender  of  CornwaUis. 

John  Garrigus,  son  of  Jacob,  above  mentioned, 
was  born  in  Hanover  township,  Morris  Co.,  X.  J., 
and  followed  farming-  there.  He  married  Elizabeth 
Shipman,  of  the  same  locality,  and  had  children: 
John,  Isaac,  Samuel,  Alary,  Ruth  and  Lydia. 

Isaac  Garrigus,  son  of  John  and  father  of 
Jacob  H.,  was  born  in  1798,  in  Hanover  township, 
Morris  Co.,  N.  J.,  and  was  tliere  reared  and  edu- 
cated. His  occupation  was  that  of  a  smelter  and 
charcoal  burner,  and  he  became  a  well-to-do  man, 
dying  in  comparatively  good  circumstances.  He 
passed  away  in  August,  1865,  in  his  native  town- 
ship, a  member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church.  He 
was  a  Whig  in  politics.  In  1822  'Sir.  Garrigus  mar- 
ried Sarah  Sheppard,  daughter  of  John  Sheppard, 
and  they  had  a  family  of  fourteen  children,  as  fol- 
lows:  Mary  Ann  (deceased)  married  George 
Griswold ;  David,  of  Waterville,  Conn.,  married  Ar- 
minda  L.  Birch ;  Euphemia  K.  married  John  !Mes- 
ler ;  Harriet  died  young :  Phebe  married  John  Tot- 
ton;  Isaac  Newton  (deceased)  married  Caroline 
M.  Twiss ;  Lewis,  of  Waterbury,  Conn.,  married 
(first)  Lizzie  Parsons,  and  (second)  Eunice  Wel- 
ton;  Cyrus  (deceased)  married  Harriet  SI.  Doug- 
lass; Jacob  Henry  is  the  subject  of  these  lines; 
Elizabeth  Sarah  married  Jacob  \^anslike ;  Char- 
lotte married  James  Johnson ;  Horace,  of  Water- 
ville, Conn.,  married  Maria  Dailey ;  Ellen  Janette 
married  Homer  H.  Welton,  of  Waterville,  Conn. ; 
Aaron  S.  is  a  resident  of  !Morristown,  N.  J.  The 
mother  of  these  died  in  1883,  at  the  home  of  her 
son,  Jacob  Henry ;  she  was  a  member  of  the  Pres- 
byterian Church. 

Jacob  Henry  Garrigus.  whose  name  introduces 
these  lines,  received  a  liberal  education  in  the 
schools  of  his  native  township,  and  those  at  Green- 
wich, R.  I.,  also  attending  Providence  Conference 
Seminary,  with  the  intention  of  studying  for  the 
ministry.  The  breaking  out  of  the  Civil  war,  how- 
ever, interrupted  his  plan,  and,  in  September.  1861, 
he  enlisted  in  Company  E  (Capt.  Martin  B. 
Smith),  8th  Conn.  V.  I.  '  On  July  i,  1862,  he  was 
promoted  to  corporal,  and  later  to  sergeant.  On 
Feb.  9.  1864,  he  veteranized,  and  served  until  De- 
cember, 1865,  when  he  was  mustered  out.  He  par- 
ticipated in  several  general  engagements,  besides 
minor  battles,  and  skirmishes,  and  was  also  on  de- 
tached service,  recruiting  and  drafting.  He  was 
Military  Post  Master  of  Lynchburg,  Va..  for  two 
months,  also  teacher  in  Freedman  Schools  at  the 
same  place  for  three  months.  Returning  to  the 
pursuits  of  peace,  he  settled  in  the  town  of  Wolcott, 
where  he  has  since  resided,  working  at  the  joiner's 
trade,  and  also  in  agricultural  pursuits.  His  hom.e 
Tiad  previously  been  in  Waterbury,  and  he  has  built 
several  dwellings  there. 

On  Dec.  24,  1865.  Sir.  Garrigus  married  Soph- 
ronia  Elizabeth  Upson,  who  was  born  in  the  town 


of  Wolcott,  a  daughter  of  Lucian  and  Lois  A. 
(Johnson)  Upson,  and  children  as  follows  have 
been  born  to  them:     (i)   Ella  A.  died  in  infancy. 

(2)  Walter  H.,. 'talesman  for  the  Waterbury  Lumber 
Co.,  married   Miss   Flora  J.   Sears,  of  Waterbury. 

(3)  Fanny  Elizabeth  married  Edwin  D.  ]\Ianwar- 
ring.  (4)  William  Leroy,  who  lives  in  Waterbury, 
married  Fannie  A.  Hitchcock.  (5)  Harry  L.  mar- 
ried Bertha  Alay  Patterson.  (6)  Bessie  B.  married 
Arthur  J.  Pierpont.  (7)  Annie  Belle  and  (8) 
Minnie  Belle  (twins)  are  students  in  the  State  Ag- 
ricultural College.  (9)  Jessie  Adele  is  attending 
high  school  in  Waterbury.  The  mother  of  this 
interesting  family  is  a  lady  of  refinement  and  edu- 
cation, and  prior  to  her  marriage  taught  school  sev- 
eral terms.  Mr.  Garrigus  is  a  Republican  in  poli- 
tics. He  has  served  in  various  offices  of  honor  and 
trust,  in  1889  representing  the  town  of  Wolcott  in 
the  State  Legislature;  has  been  justice  of  the  peace, 
health  officer  and  registrar  of  voters.  Socially  he 
is  a  member  of  Wadhams  Post,  Xo.  49,  G.  A.  R.,  and 
Mad  River  Grange,  of  which  he  was  chaplain  sev- 
eral terms.     In  religious  faith  he  is  identified  with 

I  the  M.  E.  Church  of  Waterbury. 
i         The  Upson  family,  of  which  Mrs.  Garrigus  is 
i  a  worthy  and  highly  esteemed  member,  was  one  of 
{  the  early   settled   families   of   X'ew   Haven   county. 
Conn.     Thomas   Upson,   the   first   of   the   name   in 
X^ew    England,    located    for    a    time    in    Hartford, 
thence  removing  to  Farmington,  becoming  one  of 
the  early  settlers  there.     In  1646  he  married  Eliza- 
beth Fuller,  and  their  children  were :  Thomas,  who 
died  at  Saybrook  ;   Stephen  ;   Mary  ;   Hannah  :  and 
Elizabeth,  who  died  July  20,   1655.     The  father  of 
these  passed  away  July   19,    1655,  and  his  widow 
married     Edmund      Scott.       0"f     these     children, 
Stephen,  deceased  in  1735,  married  Dec.  27,   1682, 
Mary,  daughter  of  John  Lee,  of  Farmington ;  she 
died  Sept.  15,  1715,  the  mother  of  children  as  fol- 
i  lows:     Mary,  born  in  1683,  married  Richard  Wil- 
1  ton;  Stephen,  born  Sept.  30,  1686;  Elizabeth,  born 
i  Feb.  14,  1689,  married  Thomas  Bronson ;  Thomas, 
I  a  sketch  of  whom   follows ;   Hannah,  born   March 
j  16,    1695,   married    (first)    Thomas    Richards,    and 
j   (second)   John  Bronson;  Tabitha,  born  March   11, 
1698,  married  John  Scoville ;  John,  born  Dec.   13, 
I    1702:   and  Thankful,  born   March    14,    1706.  mar- 
ried Tames  Blakeslee.     The  father  of  these  removed 
to  Waterbury,   Dec.   29,    1679    (prior  to   his   mar- 
riage), and  it  was  there  he  reared  his  family.     He 
served  as  survevor,   also  on   the   school  committee 
and  as   grand    juror;   was   deputy   to   the   General 
Court  thiree  times:  May,  1710,  October,  1712,  and 
October,  1729,  and  was  sergeant  from  1715  to  1729; 
he  had  a  seat  among  the  veterans  in  the  new  meet- 
ing-house. 

Thomas  Upson,  son  of  Stephen,  was  born  March 
I,  1692,  in  Waterbury,  whence  he  moved,  in  1732, 
to  South  Fannington,  afterward  to  Southington 
(now  a  part  of  Wolcott),  and  there  died  Sept.  29, 
1761,  his  wife  passing  away  July   13,    1750.     He 
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married  Rachel  Judd,  daughter  of  Thomas  Judd, 
.TM'I  cliildren  as  follows  came  to  them:  Thomas, 
iHini  Dec.  20,  1719;  John  and  Mary  (twins),  Jan. 
_'i,  1721,  (of  whom  John  died  in  1741,  and  Mary 
married  Josiah  Newell,  of  Southingtonj  ;  Josiah, 
Ian.  28,  1726;  Asa,  Nov.  30,  1728;  Timothy,  Oct. 
^.  ^7Z^''  Amos,  March  17,  1734;  Samuel,  March 
S,  172>7'<  and  Freeman,  July  24,  1739  (died,  1750). 

Capt.  Samuel  Upson,  born  IMarch  8,  1737,  mar- 
ried Ruth  Cowles  April  5,  1759,  and  settled  in  what 
is  now  the  town  of  Wolcott,  where  he  was  inter- 
ested in  the  turnpike.  He  died  Feb.  25,  1816,  the 
father  of  the  following  named  children :  Alay, 
born  Feb.  — ,  1760,  married  Joseph  ]vIinor;  Archi- 
bald, born  April  26,  1761,  who  died  in  1782;  Isaac, 
born  Dec.  22,  1763;  Obed,  born  Jan.  2,  1767;  Har- 
vey, born  Nov.  11,  1769;  Samuel  and  Ruth  (twins), 
born  Aug.  16,  1772  (Ruth  married  Joseph  Bying- 
ton)  ;  Jerusha,  born  June  27,  1775,  who  died  in 
1779;  Manly,  born.  Marcli  12.  1777;  and  Betsey, 
born  Aug.  10,  1779,  who  married  Lyman  Higgins. 

Deacon  Harvey  Upson,  born  Nov.  11,  1769, 
married  Nov.  28,  1796,  Rachel  Wheeler,  who  was 
born  Aug.  25,  1775.  He  was  a  deacon  of  the 
church  for  twenty-five  years,  and  was  a  good  man, 
faithful  and  sincere,  in  all  the  relations  of  life.  He 
held  the  rank  of  captain  in  the  State  militia.  The 
children  born  to  him  and  his  wife  Rachel  were: 
Sannicl  Wheeler,  born  Oct.  8,  1798;  Herry,  Nov. 
16,  1800;  Marshall,  Feb.  22,  1803;  Lois  ^lelissa, 
Aug.  27,  1805  (married  Lucas  Sutlifif)  ;  INIarcus, 
Aug.  20,  1807;  Harvey  Woodward,  Nov.  22,  1810; 
and  Lucian  and  Lucius  (twins),  Feb.  13,  1815. 

Lucian  Upson,  the  father  of  Mrs.  Jacob  H.  Gar- 
rigus,  was  engaged  in  farming  all  his  life,  on  the 
family  homestead  situated  in  the  southern  part  of 
the  town  of  Wolcott.  He  served  fourteen  months 
during  the  Civil  war  in  Company  E,  8th  Conn.  V. 
L,  and  was  discharged  on  account  of  disability.  He 
married  Lois  A.  Johnson,  who  was  born  in  Wolcott, 
a  daughter  of  Levi  and  Ruth  (Judd)  Johnson,  the 
former  of  whom  was  a  soldier  in  the  Revolutionary 
war,  although  but  a  lad  of  fifteen  summers  at  the 
time  he  enlisted.  Mr.  Upson  died  in  1895,  and  his 
widow  died  in  August,  igoo,  at  the  age  of  eighty- 
two  years,  at  the  home  of  IMr.  Garrigus.  She  was 
the  only  real  "Daughter  of  the  Revolution"  in  the 
Naugatuck  Valley,  and  was  the  recipient  of  many 
handsome  presents  at  the  hands  of  the  D.  A.  R. 
Children  born  to  Lucian  and  Lois  A.  Upson  as  fol- 
lows: Leroy,  Jan.  14,  1840;  Sophronia  E.,  Jan.  30. 
1842  (married  Jacob  Henry  Garrigus)  ;  and  Lu- 
cella,  Nov.  13,  1853.  The  last  named  was  married 
Oct.  20,  1874,  to  James  A.  Todd,  now  of  LaGrange, 
III.,  and  died  in  Kansas. 

CHARLES  A.  THOMPSON,  for  manv  vears, 
a  leading  and  representative  agriculturist  of  Wood- 
bridge,  belongs  to  quite  an  old  and  highly  respected 
family  of  New  Haven  county.  His  great-grand- 
fatlier,  Timothy  Thompson,  was  probably  a  native 


of  East  Haven.  On  Aug.  i,  1750,  he  married  Es- 
ther Perkins,  who  died  April  2t„  1803,  and  he  de- 
parted this  life  Nov.  28,  1807.  Their  children  were 
Sarah,  Samuel,  Desire,  Esther,  John,  Hulda,  Tim- 
othy and  Abram.  Of  these,  John  Thompson,  the 
grandfather  of  our  subject,  was  born  April  25,  1753, 
and  became  a  successful  farmer  of  East  Haven, 
where  he  spent  his  entire  life.  He  was  married,  in 
1783,  to  Dorcas  Andrus. 

George  Thompson,  our  subject's  father,  was 
born  in  East  Haven,  Feb.  15,  1786,  and  died  Oct. 
4,  1849.  He  was,  for  those  early  days,  an  extensive 
farmer  of  East  Haven,  where  he  passed  his  entire 
life.  His  political  support  was  given  the  Whig 
party  and  he  took  quite  an  active  and  influential 
part  in  public  affairs,  serving  as  selectman,  assessor 
and  in  various  minor  offices.  He  married  Susan 
Bradley,  a  daughter  of  Leverett  and  Esther  Brad- 
ley, both  natives  of  East  Haven.  She  was  born 
Sept.  2,  1791,  and  died  Dec.  12,  1862.  Our  subject 
is  the  youngest  child,  and  the  only  one  now  living 
in  a  family  of  five  children  born  of  this  union : 
Horace,  born  ?\Iay  6,  1812,  was  a  farmer  and  shoe- 
maker, and  died  May  20,  1892;  Grace  Ann,  born 
June  15,  1814,  died  June  22,  1873;  Edward  B.,  born 
Jan.  15,  1817,  died  Oct.  13,  1884:  and  Maria,  born 
March  10,  1820,  died  Jan.  23,   1884. 

Charles  A.  Thompson,  whose  name  introduces 
this  review,  was  born  in  East  Haven,  March  23, 
1825,  and  was  given  good  school  privileges,  attend- 
ing the  public  schools  and  also  the  academy  at  Fair 
Haven.  In  Woodbridge  he  was  united  in  marriage 
witk  Miss  Grace  A.  ]\Ianville,  a  daughter  of  Col. 
Lyman  and  Hannah  (Ball)  IManville,  the  former 
a  native  of  ^liddlebury,  the  latter  of  Woodbridge. 
She  is  one  of  a  family  of  eight  children,  two  sons 
and  six  daughters,  all  of  whom  are  still  living.  The 
first  members  of  the  ]\[anville  family  of  whom  we 
have  record  were  born  in  France.  Four  brothers, 
John,  Frank,  Adarean  and  Simeon  Manville.  emi- 
grated to  America  at  an  early  day  and  located  in 
Connecticut.  Simeon,  who  was  the  grandfather  of 
Mrs.  Thompson,  came  in  his  advanced  years  to 
Westville,  where  he  owned  property,  and  where  he 
died  in  1825.  He  was  a  soldier  in  the  Revolution- 
ary war.  Mr.  and  ^Irs.  Thompson  have  three  chil- 
dreni:  (i")  George  IvL,  born  March  25,  1850,  i?  a  far- 
mer of  New  Haven :  he  married  Emma  L.  Morris, 
who  died  Sept.  6,  1886.  and  has  three  chil- 
dren, Edward  C,  Louis  W.  and  Emma.  (2I  Neva 
Elwood  and  (3)  Bertha  H.,  twins,  were  born  Oct. 
18,  1861  ;  the  former  is  now  the  wife  of  A.  H.  Buck- 
ingham, and  has  four  children,  Grace  M.,  Dwight 
M.,  ]\Iarion  and  Gladys.  Bertha  H.  is  the  w-ifc  of 
Newton  J.  Peck,  a  prosperous  young  farmer  of 
Woodbridge,  and  has  two  children,  Ralph  AI.,  and 
James  B. 

In  his  early  life  Mr.  Thompson  engaged  in 
farming  in  East  Haven,  and  from  there  moved  to 
\\'oodbridge,  locating  on  the  old  farm  where  his 
wife  was  born  and  reared.     His  entire  active  life 
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has  been  devoted  to  agricultural  pursuits,  and  in 
his  labors  he  has  met  with  well  merited  success. 
'  However,  he  has  recently  sold  his  farm,  and  now 
makes  his  home  at  Morris  Cove.  Xew  Haven.  Mr. 
Thompson  attends  the  Congregational  Church,  of 
which  his  wife  is  a  member,  and  at  one  time  was 
a  member  of  the  Sons  of  Temperance,  but  has  never 
united  with  any  secret  order.  In  politics  he  was 
originally  a  W  big,  and  on  the  dissolution  of  that 
party  became  a  stanch  Republican.  While  a  resident 
of  East  Haven  he  served  as  assessor  and  selectman, 
but  has  never  cared  for  the  honors  and  emoluments 
of  public  office,  preferring  to  devote  his  entire  time 
to  his  business  interests. 

ALMON  EDWIN  CHANDLER,  an  honored 
veteran  of  the  Civil  war,  and  a  leading  farmer  of 
Prospect,  was  born  in  Canandaigua,  N.  Y.,  C)ct.  15, 
1830.  His  father,  John  W.  Chandler,  was  a  native 
of  Connecticut,  but  after  his  marriage  removed  to 
Canandaigua,  N.  Y..  where  he  engaged  in  farm- 
ing until  1832,  and  then  came  to  New  Haven  county, 
Conn.,  locating  in  the  town  of  Cheshire,  where  he 
followed  the  same  pursuit  for  some  time.  Later  he 
came  to  Prospect  and  purchased  a  small  farm,  upon 
which  he  spent  the  remainder  of  his  life.  During 
the  Civil  war,  although  past  the  age  of  those  subject 
to  military  service,  he  enlisted  in  Company  E,  6th 
Conn.  \'.  I.,  and  participated  in  several  battles. 
While  in  South  Carolina,  he  was  taken  with  small- 
pox and  confined  in  a  hospital  there  for  some  time, 
after  which  he  returned  to  his  home  in  Prospect. 
In  politics  he  was  first  a  Whig  and  later  a  Republi- 
can, but  was  never  an  office  seeker.  In  Cheshire, 
he  married  ]\Iiss  Laura  S.  Doolittle.  a  native  of  that 
town  and  a  daughter  of  Obed  Doolittle,  a  carpen- 
ter and  joiner  by  trade,  and  to  them  were  born  six 
children :  ]Moses,  a  farmer  of  Prospect ;  Sidney, 
who  died  in  Yalesville;  Almcn  Edwin,  our  subject; 
Marcus,  deceased  ;  Betsey,  wife  of  Frank  Matthews  ; 
and  one  who  died  in  infancy.  The  parents  both 
died  in  Prospect  and  were  buried  in  the  cemetery 
there. 

The  district  schools  of  Cheshire  afforded  Almon 
E.  Chandler  his  only  opportunity  for  obtaining  an 
education,  and  his  knowledge  of  farm  work  was  ob- 
tained on  the  home  place.  On  leaving  the  parental 
roof  at  the  age  of  twenty  years,  he  went  to  Yales- 
ville, where  he  worked  in  the  spoon  factory  for  one 
year,  and  during  the  following  five  years  he  was  em- 
ployed in  a  similar  establishment  in  Prospect,  after 
which  he  worked  in  a  ferrule  shop  for  five  years, 
At  the  end  of  that  period  he  went  to  Geneva,  Ohio, 
where  he  worked  at  ferrule  making  for  six  months, 
and  then  returned  to  Prospect,  locating  on  the  farm 
which  has  since  been  his  home,  and  to  the  cultiva- 
tion and  improvement  of  which  he  has  since  de- 
voted his  energies. 

During  the  dark  days  of  the  Civil  war,  Mr. 
Chandler  offered  his  services  to  his  country,  enlist- 
ing at  Cheshire,  Aug.  8,  1862,  in  Co.  A,  20th  Conn. 


V.  I.,  under  Capt.  Gilford  and  Col.  Ross.  While 
at  Pleasant  Valle\-,  he  was  sent  with  others  to  get 
timber  with  whicJi  to  Iniild  huts  for  camp,  and  he 
was  severely  injured  in  his  spine,  so  that  afterward 
he  was  unfit  for  duty.  After  months  in  the  hospi- 
tal, he  returned  home,  but  has  ever  since  been  an 
invalid. 

Mr.  Chandler  has  been  twice  married,  his  first 
wife  being  Miss  Julia  Ann  Matthews,  of  Prospect, 
where  she  died  and  was  buried.  She  left  one  child, 
William,  now  a  farmer  of  Prospect.  In  1856,  at 
Newtown,  Conn.,  Mr.  Chandler  married  Alartha 
Morse,  a  native  of  Prospect,  a  daughter  of  Lent 
Morse  and  granddaughter  of  Lent  Morse,  Sr. 
Mortimer,  the  only  child  born  of  this  union,  is  now 
deceased.  Mr.  Chandler  has  always  afiiliated  with 
the  Republican  party,  and  both  he  and  his  wife  are 
consistent  and  faithful  members  ot  the  Congrega- 
tional Church,  and  are  highly  respected  and  es- 
teemed by  all  who  know  them. 

JOHN  B.  POPE  has  the  distinction  of  having 
won  the  proud  American  title  of  a  self-made  man. 
JNIany  of  the  leading  enterprises  and  business  inter- 
ests of  Oxford  bear  the  impress  of  his  individuality, 
and  in  all  his  undertakings  he  has  been  remarka- 
bly successful.  His  great  determination  and  energy 
have  enabled  him  to  overcome  all  the  difficulties 
and  obstacles  in  his  path,  and  to  work  his  way  stead- 
ily upward  to  prosperity.  He  is  known  among  his 
fellow  townsmen  for  his  reliability  in  all  trade  trans- 
actions, and  he  justly  merits  their  confidence  and 
regard. 

!Mr.  Pope  was  born  in  the  town  of  Roxbury, 
Litchfield  Co.,  Conn.,  Julv  13,  1842,  and  is  a  great- 
grandson  of  Thomas  Pope,  who  came  from  England 
and  settled  near  Stratford,  Conn.  His  son,  John 
Pope,  married  a  Loveland.  He  was  a  farmer  by 
occupation,  and  he  served  as  a  soldier  in  the  war 
of  1812.  John  Pope  died  when  his  son,  Nehemiah, 
our  subject's  father,  was  but  three  years  old.  and 
the  latter  afterward  lived  with  an  uncle. 

Nehemiah  Pope  was  born  in  the  town  of  O.xford. 
At  an  early  age  he  went  to  Danbury.  Conn.,  where 
he  worked  at  the  tailor's  trade  until  sixteen,  and 
j  from  there  went  to  Orange,  this  State,  where  he 
was  employed  on  the  farm  of  Benjamin  Clark  for 
five  years.  He  next  worked  on  a  farm  in  ^^'ashing- 
ton.  Conn.,  and  while  there  he  married  ]\Iiss  Eliza 
A.  Parker,  a  native  of  that  place.  He  continued  his 
residence  in  Washington,  engaged  in  farming,  until 
1863,  when  he  removed  to  Michigan,  locating  near 
Kalamazoo,  where  he  purchased  a  tract  of  wild  land. 
At  the  end  of  a  year  and  a  half,  however,  he  re- 
turned to  Washington,  having  met  with  business 
reverses  and  suft'ering  from  ill  health.  There  he 
worked  on  a  farm  by  the  month,  to  secure  the  monev 
necessary  to  bring  his  wife  and  six  children  back 
to  Connecticut.  Soon  after  their  return  he  came  to 
O.xford.  where  he  died  in  1883.  aged  seventy-nine 
years,  his  wife  in  1885,  aged  eighty-two.     In  their 
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family  were  the  following-  children  :  Elizabeth,  wife 
of  William  T.  Bassett,  of  Hartford:  Frederick  B., 
a  wagon  manufacturer  of  Birmingham :  Julius  J., 
deceased ;  Clara,  who  married  Stephen  Gunn,  of 
Milford,  Conn.,  and  died  in  1898;  George  S..  a 
fanner  of  Middlebury,  Conn. :  Benjamin  C,  a  car- 
penter of  Oxford;  and  Job.n  B..  our  subject. 

John  B.  Pope  was  brought  to  O.xford  the  year 
of  his  birth,  and  on  the  home  farm  passed  his  boy- 
hood and  youth,  and  was  provided  with  a  g^ocid  com- 
mon-school education.  He  remained  with  his  par- 
ents until  his  marriage,  although  at  the  age  of  nine- 
teen years  he  commenced  work  as  a  farm  hand.  On 
Aug.  7,  1865,  he  married  Jane  M.  Xichols,  and 
to  them  have  been  born  eleven  children,  all  living, 
namely:  Libbie,  now  the  wife  of  Arthur  D.  Hub- 
bell;  John  H..  a  farmer  in  ^^'oodbury,  who  married 
Edith  Tucker,  and  has  four  children,  Russell,  Al- 
bert, Elton  and  Ethel :  \\'illiam  B. :  Albert :  Jennie 
L.,  wife  of  Charles  H.  \\'heeler.  who  has  had  three 
children,  John  D.,  Florence  and  one  that  died  in  in- 
fancy; Alice  May,  who  married  Benwell  Wilmont. 
clerk  in  the  National  Bank  at  Xaufjr.tuck,  and  lins 
one  child,  Dayton  :  Lewis  :  Sadie  ;  Edith  :  Charlie  : 
and  Abbie. 

After  his  marriage  Mr.  Pope  located  on  a  farm 
\vhich  he  had  previously  purchased,  and  resided 
there  for  two  years.  He  then  bought  the  Sheldon 
Bristol  Farm,  which  he  sold  two  years  later,  and 
next  operated  a  farm  on  shares  for  ten  years. 
At  the  end  of  that  period  he  went  to  Xaugatuck. 
Conn.,  where  he  was  extensively  engaged  in  the 
dair\'  business  for  two  years,  and  then  purchased 
what  is  known  as  the  Robert  Wheeler  farm,  a  tract 
of  175  acres  in  the  town  of  Oxford,  upon  which  he 
has  since  made  his  home.  In  1893  he  also  purchased 
another  farm  of  125  acres  in  the  same  town,  and  in 
1897  bought  a  farm  of  150  acres  in  the  towns  of 
Watertown  and  Woodbury.  A  few  years  after  lo- 
cating at  his  present  home  IMr.  Pope  again  em- 
barked in  the  dairy  business,  which  he  has  since 
carried  on  in  connection  with  his  other  husiness. 
He  has  always  been  interested  in  buying  and  selling 
horses  and  cattle,  and  there  are  few  men  in  that 
business  better  known  than  he.  For  the  past  thirty 
years  he  has  also  engaged  in  the  lumber  business. 
and  for  six  years  has  operated  a  steam  sawmill 
and  engaged  in  manufacturing  charcoal.  He  is  one 
of  the  most  active  and  progressive  business  m.en  of 
the  town,  and  generally  carries  forward  to  success- 
ful completion  whatever  he  undertakes. 

The  Democratic  partv  finds  in  Mr.  Pope  a  stanch 
supDorter  of  its  principles,  though  he  is  not  strictly 
oartisan,  giving  his  support  to  the  man  he  considers 
best  qualified  to  advance  the  interests  of  the  town, 
county  or  State.  He  has  been  honored  with  Dublic 
office,  havinsr  served  as  a  member  of  the  State  Legis- 
lature in  1881  and  1882:  selectman  of  Oxford — sec- 
ond selectman  in  1879,  1S87  and  1SS8:  and  in  1884, 
and  again  in  1889,  was  elected  first  selectman,  in 
■which   office   he   is   still   retained,   having  been   re- 


elected in  1901.  He  has  also  been  a  member  of  the 
board  of  relief.  Fraternallv  he  holds  membership 
in  the  A.  O.  U.  W. 

I         ^nCHAEL  DWVER   was    one    of    Ansonia's 
I  leading  business   men,   and   the   best   known   Irish- 
American  resident  of  that  city.     He  located  there 
;  m  the  fall  of  1853,  and  at  the  time  of  his  death  had 
'  been  in  active  business  there  longer  than  any  other 
:  man  with  one  exception.     From  a  village  of  a  few- 
frame  houses  he  saw  the  place  grow  to  a  city  of 
13,000   inhabitants,    and   he   could    recall    the   time 
when  a  one-horse  team  supplied  the  families  with 
coal.     In  the  material  development  of  the  city  his 
own  enterprise  and  sagacity  have  been  recognized 
factors,  he  having  erected  a  number  of  houses  for 
sale  or  rent,  and  as  a  men-iber  of  the  board  of  bur- 
gesses he  did  much  toward  shaping  municipal  poli- 
cies for  several  years. 

Mr.  Dwyer  was  born  in  1837  in  the  parish  of 
Glenroe,  County  Limerick,  Ireland,  son  of  Patrick 
and  Hanora  (Lenihan)  Dwyer.  His  father,  w-ho 
was  a  farmer  by  occupation,  died  in  Ireland  at  an 
advanced  age,  and  the  mother  died  in  August, 
1877.  This  worthy  couple  had  a  large  family  of 
children,  as  follows,  six  surviving:  Catherine, 
Mrs.  David  Lenihan ;  ]\Iary,  Mrs.  Houlihan,  who 
made  her  home  with  our  subject  since  the  death  of 
her  husband  in  1880:  Michael,  our  subject:  John, 
a  resident  of  New  Haven,  where  he  is  engaged  in 
business :  Patrick,  in  the  emplov  of  J.  B.  Gardner's 
Sons:  Thomas,  who  lived  with  our  subject:  and 
i  Hanora,  widow  of  Edward  INIaum.  All  of  these 
children  came  to  America  in   1853. 

Michael    Dwyer's   education   was   begim   in   the 
X'ational  Schools  of  Ireland.     After  coming  to  this 
country  he  made  his  home  in  Ansonia,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  one  year,  which  he  passed  in  Westport, 
working  in  a  cotton  mill.    After  one  year's  employ- 
ment in  the  cotton  mill,  in  the  shop  now  occupied  by 
the  Phelps  &  Bartholomew  Clock  Co..  he  appren- 
ticed himself  to  learn  the  brass  molding  trade  in 
the  Carter  foundry,  which  is  now  the  shop  of  F. 
I   L.    Gavlord   Co.     Being  ambitious   and   thrifty   he 
'  saved  his  money,  and  at  the  end  of  thirteen  years' 
hard  work  there,  he  purchased,  in  1862.  a  lot  at  the 
corner  of  Main  and  Central  streets,  where  he  took 
up  his  residence  and  established  the  liquor  business 
which  he  carried  on  up  to  the  time  of  his  death.    He 
1  was  a  model  of  integrity  in  all  his  dealings.     From 
j  1862  he  bought  and  sold  real  estate  extensively,  and 
at  his  demise  he  owned  six  houses  on  the  '"Square" 
!   (four  of  which  he  built),  besides  prooertv  in  other 
Darts  of  the  city.     He  also  owned  a  business  block 
■  at  the  corner  of  Main  and  Railroad  streets,   with 
stores  below  and  offices  above,  and  was  one  of  the 
largest  individual  tax  payers  of  the  city.     He  was 
a  charter  member  of  the  Board  of  Trade,  and  one 
of  its  directors,  and  was  re-elected  at  the  annual 
meeting   in   December,    1900,   for   a   term   of   three 
i  vears. 
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In  politics  Air.  Dwyer  was  a  Democrat,  but  he 
voted  for  the  best  man  in  local  politics.  He  was 
honored  repeatedly  by  his  fellow  citizens  with  elec- 
tion to  office.  In  1893,  when  Ansonia  became  a 
city,  he  was  appointed  a  member  of  the  board  of 
assessors,  in  which  he  served  until  his  death.  For 
years  he  was  one  of  the  jurymen  selected  from  the 
city,  being  first  chosen  in  1S81.  Under  the  old  bor- 
ough government  he  was  for  several  years  a  mem- 
ber of  the  board  of  burgesses.  He  was  much  inter- 
ested in  educational  matters,  and  was  always  pres- 
ent at  the  graduation  exercises  of  the  high  school. 
In  religious  faith  he  was  a  Catholic,  and  his  fam- 
ily is  prominently  identified  with  the  Church  in 
Ansonia.  In  his  death,  which  occurred  April  4, 
1901,  the  city  lost  a  man  widely  known  and  re- 
spected for  his  sterling  qualities,  and  one  to  whom  a 
needy  man  never  went  in  vain.  He  was  much  be- 
loved by  people  of  all  classes,  being  a  man  of  good 
judgment,  whose  opinions  always  carried  much 
weight. 

In  1872  Air.  Dwyer  married  Aliss  Alary  Splann, 
a  native  of  Ireland,  and  daughter  of  Cornelius 
Splann.  Of  eleven  children  born  to  them,  seven  are 
living,  as  follows :  Patrick  J.,  AI.  D.,  is  a  physician 
in  W'aterbury ;  John  C.,  AI.  D.,  is  now  house  sur- 
geon at  the  Alaternity  Hospital  at  Baltimore : 
Michael  Francis  attended  school  at  Fordham,  X. 
Y.,  South  Orange,  X.  J.,  and  later  at  Xew  Haven, 
and  is  now  in  Brown  University,  Providence ;  Alar- 
garet  and  Elsie  are  attending  the  high  school  in 
Ansonia ;  Edward  Thomas  is  in  grammar  school ; 
and  Josephine  in  the  primary  public  school. 

Michael  Francis  Dwyer.  mentioned  above, 
served  during  the  Spanish-American  war  as  a  pri- 
vate in  "Yale  Battery"  A.  This  battery  was  so 
called  because  of  its  being  made  up  almost  entirely 
of  Yale  graduates ;  a  few  outsiders  were  admitted 
at  the  last  in  order  to  recruit  its  full  strength.  This 
was  a  mounted  light  battery,  armed  with  si.x  12- 
pounders ;  six  horses  to  a  gun.  The  following 
speaks  for  itself: 

Michael  F.  Dwyer,  private  of  Battery  A.  First  Regi- 
ment of  Connecticut  Volunteers,  was  enrolled  on  the 
eighteenth  day  of  May,  189S  (May  18,  1898)  to  serve  two 
years  (2  years)  or  during  the  war.  Was  discharged  by 
reason  of  muster  out  of  organization  at  Xew  Haven. 
Connecticut,   October   25,    1898. 

Barlow  S.   Honce. 
Capt.  1st  Conn.  Vol.  Artillery,  Commanding  the  Battery. 
Countersigned : 

M.  W.  CR0FT0>r, 

1st  Lieut.,  1st  Infty.,  Mustering    Officer. 

EARL  SAIITH  was  born  in  Oxford,  Xew 
Haven  county,  Aug.  8,  1829,  and  is  a  son  of  Abra- 
ham Smith,  who  is  supposed  to  have  been  born  at 
the  same  place  as  his  son.  and  died  in  the  city  of 
New  York.  Concerning  Aloses  Smith,  the  grand- 
father of  Earl,  nothing  definite  is  now  known  by 
the  family. 

Abraham  Smith  spent  his  boyhood  and  youth  on 
his  father's  farm,  and  learned  the  tanning  and  shoe- 


making  trades,  which  he  carried  on  in  conjunction 
with  farming.  He  married  Emily  Candce,  who  was 
born  in  Oxford,  and  was  a  daughter  of  Aloses  Can- 
dee,  a  farmer.  She  died  in  June,  1833.  To  Air.  and 
Airs.  Smith  were  born  four  children :  Burritt  A., 
Charlotte  AL,  Earl  and  Jerome  C.  Burritt  A.  was 
a  graduate  of  Yale,  and  became  a  Congregational 
minister,  holding  pastorates  in  Alassachusetts, 
Connecticut  and  Illinois;  he  died  in  Worcester,. 
Alass.  Charlotte  AI.  married  William  Baldwin,  of 
Xew  Haven,  where  she  died.  Jerome  C.  became 
a  physician,  had  a  tine  practice  in  the  city  of  Xew 
York,  and  died  in  Germantown,  Pa.  Abraham 
Smith  was  a  Whig,  and  on  the  dissolution  of  that 
party  joined  the  ranks  of  the  Republicans.  In  re- 
ligion both  Air.  Smith  and  his  wife  were  members 
of  the  Congregational  Church. 

Earl  Smith  attended  an  academy  in  Alassachu- 
setts, and  finished  his  schooling  at  the  age  of  nine- 
!  teen.  He  began  life  for  himself  as  a  worker  in 
I  a  factory,  and  held  positions  in  Woodbury,  Xauga- 
tuck  and  West  Haven.  In  1855  he  came  to  Water- 
bury,  and  entered  the  employ  of  the  Waterburv 
Buckle  Co..  and  in  1865  was  put  in  charge  of  the 
business:  in  1895  he  was  elected  president  and  is 
still  acting  in  that  capacitv. 

In  1850  Earl  Smith  married  Ellen  Scott,  daugh- 
ter of  Jonathan  Scott,  and  they  became  the  parents 
of  four  children,  Alice  L.,  Archer  J.,  Xellie  G.  and 
Alabel.  X^ellie  and  Alabel  are  deceased.  Alice  mar- 
ried George  L.  Swift,  of  Waterbun-.  Archer  J.  is 
secretary  and  treasurer  of  the  American  Alills  Co.,. 
of  which  Air.  Smith  is  president,  as  he  is  of  the 
Smith  &  Griggs  Co.,  of  Waterbury.  Archer  J. 
Smith  married  Aliss  Susan  Alaltby,  a  daughter  of 
Douglass  J.  Alaltby.  of  Waterbury.  Earl  Smith 
is  a  man  of  character  and  standing.  In  religion  he 
!  is  a  member  of  the  First  Church. 

A.  BREX'X'AX''.  The  career  of  Air.  Brennan  is 
full  of  interest,  and  the  story  of  his  life  is  replete 
with  instruction  and  encouragement  for  younger 
generations.  He  has  seen  the  sun  rise  and  set  on 
the  sixty-eighth  anniversary  of  his  birth,  and  while 
clear  in  mind  and  vigorous  in  body  he  awaits  the 
close  of  life  in  the  calm  confidence  which  is  born 
of  an  earnest  religious  faith  and  the  memory  of  long 
years  well  spent. 

Air.  Brennan  is  a  son  of  William  and  Alary 
(Lackey)  Brennan,  and  was  born  Dec.  15,  1833,  in 
County  Kildare,  Ireland,  of  v.-hich  his  parents  were 
also  natives,  and  where  his  father  was  a  peasant 
farmer.  William  Brennan  was  born  Dec.  15,  1801. 
Our  subject  crossed  the  water  in  1854,  and  his 
father  came  to-X'augatuck,  Conn.,  in  1864,  working- 
for  two  years  as  a  foundryman,  and  dying  there 
April  18.  1866.  Eight  years  afterward,  in  1874.  his 
widow  passed  away.  Andrew  was  one  of  a  family 
of  ten  children,  four  of  whom  died  in  infancy,  the 
others  being  Alargaret.  who  married  James  AIc- 
Dermott,  of  Xaugatuck ;  Julia,   the  wife  of  John 
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Brennaii,  of  the  same  town  ;  William,  a  journeyman 
niolcler  of  recognised  skill ;  Patrick,  a  foreman  in 
the  Malleable  Iron  Works,  of  Xaiigatuck ;  and  Bar- 
tholomew, a  valued  member  of  the  police  force  of 
Springfield,  Ohio. 

The  first  year  after  coming  to  America  Andrew 
Brennan  spent  in  Stanhope.  X.  T-.  working  upon  a 
railroad,  and  in  1855  he  came  to  Hamden,  Conn., 
where  he  entered  upon  an  apprenticeship  to  the 
iron  molder's  trade  in  the  works  at  that  time  known 
as  the  Hamden  Foundry.  On  June  7,  1857,  he  be- 
gan work  as  a  journeyman  in  Union  City,  and  for 
exactly  twenty  years  continued  in  the  employ  of  the 
same  concern,  quitting  the  establishment  June  7, 
1877.  On  Jan.  i,  1880,  he  organized  the  Union  City 
Coal  Co..  with  Peter  Scadden,  of  Waterbury,  and 
the  City  Lumber  &  Coal  Co.,  of  Waterbury.  About 
six  months  afterward  he  bought  out  Mr.  Scadden, 
and  in  1888  he  bought  out  the  City  Lumber  &  Coal 
Co.  In  1888  he  reorganized  the  company  with  the 
following  ofificers :  iVndrew  E5rennan,  president ; 
Thomas  W.  Ahern,  treasurer  and  secretary.  In 
1894  his  son  William  was  made  treasurer  and  gen- 
eral manager,  and  held  that  position  until  his  death, 
Aug.  16,  1900,  when  Andrew  C.  Brennan  was  made 
general  manager  and  treasurer  of  the  company. 
Mr.  Brennan  also  deals  largely  in  real  estate,  and 
owns  much  valuable  property  in  Waterburv.  In 
fxjlitics  he  is  independent  of  parties.  In  religious 
faith  he  is  a  Catholic,  and  he  and  his  family  attend 
St.  Frances  Church  of  Naugatuck. 

Mr.  Brennan  married.  May  16.  1858,  Elizabeth 
Martin,  who  was  born  in  Kings  County,  Ireland. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Brennan  have  been  blessed  with  ten 
children:  William  (deceased),  Ellen,  Andrew  C, 
Mary,  Elizabeth  (i),  Elizabeth  (2),  Catherine, 
Margaret,  Francis  and  Florence.  Three  of  the 
daughters  married  residents  of  Xaugatuck,  Ellen 
being  the  wife  of  Thomas  W.  Ahern,  and  Mary  the 
wife  of  Patrick  Daly;  Elizabeth  (2)  is  the  widow 
of  Edward  P.  Xoonan,  a  merchant,  who  died  Dec. 
7,  190 1.  Andrew  C.  is  general  manager  and  treasurer 
of  the  City  Lumber  &  Coal  Co.  The  four  younger 
children  live  at  home.  Francis  is  the  manager  of 
a  bottling  works  in  X'augatuck. 

CHARLES  ELLSWORTH  EVARTS.  Prom- 
inently identified  with  the  horticultural  and  agri- 
cultural interests  of  New  Haven  county  is  the  firm 
of  C.  E.  Evarts  &  Son.  of  which  Charles  E.  Evarts 
is  the  senior  partner.  He  is  a  man  of  standing  in 
the  community,  and  one  of  its  most  respected  citi- 
zens. 

Charles  E.  Evarts  was  born  in  Guilford,  this 
county,  Aug.  27,  1839,  ^"<i  his  ancestors  were 
among  the  oldest  settlers  of  that  historic  town. 
Abraham  Evarts.  his  grandfather,  was  a  native  of 
Guilford,  where  he  became  a  large  land  owner 
and  well-known  farmer,  in  the  Xut  Plains  Dis- 
trict, and-  there  he  lived  a  busv  and  useful  life. 
and     reared     a      family      which      has      reflected 


credit    upon     the    name.       Jason    Evarts,  his  son, 
was     born     in    the     Xut     Plains     District,     where 
he  grew  to  manhoo<l  on  a  farm,  and  he  also  spent 
the  greater  part  of  his  life  in  his  native  place,  re- 
moving in  advanced  age  to  the  town  of  Branford. 
i  He  spent  his  last  days,  in  Yalesville,  at  the  home  of 
!  our  subject.     His  death  occurred  in   1888,  and  his 
remains  lie  in  the  old  Branford  cemetery.     During 
\  early   life  he  had   been  a  pronounced   Whig,   later 
\  adopting  Republican  ])rinciples.     He  was  a  leading 
j  member  of  the  Congregational  Church.    Jason  Ev- 
arts married   in    Killingworth    Rosette    Hull,    the 
daughter  of  Aaron  Hull,  one  of  the  old  settlers  of 
'■  Killingworth,  and  to  this  union  were  born :    Charles 
i  E.,   subject  of  this   sketch:   Horatio;   Joel;    Sarah, 
who  married  Edwin  Clark ;  Reuben,  deceased ;  and 
Frances,  who  married  Stephen  Terhune.     The  be- 
i  loved  mother  of  this   family  died  at  her  home  in 
Branford. 

Charles  E.  Evarts  grew  up  in  the  village  of  Guil- 
ford, and  attended  the  district  school.     While  still 
a  lad  he  removed  to  Killingworth  and  worked  with 
I  his  uncle,  Ellsworth  Hull,  for  eight  years.    He  then 
;  returned  to  Guilford,  and  occupied  the  succeeding- 
j  year   upon   the   farm.      His   ne.xt  employment   was 
teaming,  in  the  town  of  Madison,  and  from  there 
he  made  a  trip  to  Illinois  and  farmed  for  himself 
two  years  in  Cook  county.     On  his  return  East  he 
took  up  his  residence  in  Clinton,  Conn.,  for  a  brief  ; 
season,   going    from    there   to    Meriden,    where    he ; 
found  profitable  employment  in  the  sash  and  blind 
factory,  and  later  with   Stephen   Parker,   at  coffee  i 
mill  manufacturing.  | 

When  the  Civil  war  broke  out  Mr.  Evarts  was 
one  of  the  gallant  men  who  immediately  re-  1 
sponded  to  the  call  for  help,  and  enlisted  in  April,  1 
1861,  in  Meriden.  joining  Company  E.  (Capt.  Bix- 
bee)  1st  Regiment,  and  served  through  the  three 
months'  ttrrri  of  that  enlistment,  taking  part  in  the 
battle  of  Bull  Run  and  other  engagements.  In  Oc- 
tober, 1861,  he  testified  to  his  patriotism  by  re-en- 
listing, joining  the  1st  Connecticut  Light  Battery, 
under  Capt.  Rockwell,  and  for  two  vears  served 
faithfully  in  the  Department  of  the  South.  The 
third  enlistment  of  this  brave  and  loyal  soldier  was 
in  the  ist  Connecticut  Light  Battery,  and  he  con- 
tinued to  serve  to  the  close  of  the  war,  being  mus- 
tered out  at  its  termination  at  Richmond,  Va.  He 
returned  home  after  four  years  and  three  months 
given  to  the  service  of  his  country. 

One  among  the  many  defenders  of  his  country, 
bearing  the  marks  of  war  and  exposure.  Mr.  Ev- 
arts returned  to  Connecticut  and  turned  again  to 
peaceful  pursuits.  Until  1866  no  suitable  opening- 
presented  itself,  but  in  that  year  he  removed  to  the 
town  of  Branford  and  started  in  the  butcher  busi- 
which  was  a  successful  venture.     He  was  thus 


ness. 


occupied  six  years,  and  in  1872,  desiring  a  larger 
field,  he  removed  to  Xew  Haven,  and  there  con- 
ducted the  same  business  for  two  years  more.  For 
two  vears  after  leaving  Xew  Haven  he  was  in  Meri- 
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den,  employed  as  carpenter  and  joiner.  Thence  going 
to  Branford,  he  remained  six  months,  and  then  went 
to  JNIt.  Carmcl,  in  the  town  of  Hamden,  as  foreman 
of  the  anneahng  department  of  tlie  carriage  works 
of  the  W'oodrnff  Co.  This  position  he  held  t\vo 
and  one-half  years,  and  remained  in  Mt.  Carmel  six 
years,  the  latter  part  of  that  period  engaged. at  his 
trade  of  carpenter  and  joiner.  Removing  to  Sey- 
mour, Conn.,  he  worked  there  for  a  short  time  at 
his  trade,  but  in  1887  he  came  to  the  town  of  W'all- 
'  ingford  and  located  near  Yalesville,  determined  to 
return  to  agricultural  life.  Here  he  purchased  a 
valuable  tract  of  land,  consisting  of  160  acres, 
known  as  the  \\'atson  farm,  and  immediately  en- 
tered the  business  of  market  gardening  and  fruit 
Rowing,  becoming  so  prosperous  in  this  line  that 
his  name  is  already  known  all  over  the  county  and 
Avherever  horticultural  or  agricultural  topics  are 
■discussed.  In  his  son  Wesley  Mr.  Evarts  has  a 
most  efficient  assistant,  and  he  is  now  a  partner  in 
the  firm.  In  1891  this  firm  engaged  in  peach  cul- 
ture, and  they  now  own  seventeen  acres  in  peach 
trees,  which  yield  enormously,  and  in  which  Mr. 
Evarts  sees  a  reward  for  his  labor  and  scientific 
study  of  this  branch  of  horticulture. 

In  1863  Mr.  Evarts  was  married  in  Guilford, 
to  Miss  Emma  J.  Resing,  who  died  June  17.  1874, 
in  New  Haven,  leaving  four  children :  Sarah,  who 
■married  Elmer  E.  Holmes ;  Xellie,  of  Massachu- 
setts; Alice  Gertrude;  and  Charles,  of  Meriden. 
The  second  marriage  of  'Mr.  Evarts  was  to  Mary 
E.  Rhodes,  a  native  of  Indiana,  who  passed  out  of 
Hfe  in  1895,  a  good  and  worthy  woman.  Her  chil- 
dren number  four,  three  of  whom  survive:  Wes- 
ley, Ruby  and  Effie.  The  first  named  is  a  partner 
in  the  firm  of  C.  E.  Evarts  &  Son,  proprietors  of 
the  Highland  Farm,  fruit  growers  and  market  gar- 
deners, and  is  one  of  the  enterprising  and  progres- 
sive young  men  of  this  community,  possessing  nat- 
ural mechanical  talent  which  he  has  displayed  in 
the  construction  of  several  wagons,  and  bids  fair  to 
give  him   future  prominence. 

In  politics  Mr.  Evarts  is  a  Republican,  but  no 
office  seeker.  His  business  interests  and  his  do- 
mestic life  have  engrossed  his  time,  leaving  little 
leisure  for  public  life,  and  no  doubt  he  feels  that 
enough  of  his  life  has  already  been  given  to  public 
service.  As  a  man  and  as  a  citizen  he  enjoys  the 
esteem  of  the  community. 

WALTER  HAMLIX  H0L:\IES,  M.  D.,  whose 
death  at  Waterbury,  Xov.  27,  1898,  removed  one  of 
the  city's  most  useful  professional  men  and  rioe 
scholars,  was  born  June  23,  1854.  in  Calais.  Maine, 
son  of  Job  Holmes,  M.  D.,  a  physician  of  creditable 
standing  in  the  eastern  part  of  that  state. 

Dr.  Holmes  was  graduated  from  Bowdoin  Col- 
lege in  1875,  ranking  tiiird  in  his  class,  and  being 
rated  as  one  of  the  most  able  men  in  college.  He 
devoted  a  great  part  of  his  time  to  literature,  and 
educated  himself  to  such  a  degree  that  he  was  able 


to  repeat  longf  quotations  from  Greek  and  Latin 
authors,  and  from  famous  authors  in  other  tongues. 
After  leaving  college  he  spent  one  year  in  Calais 
with  Dr.  C.  E.  Swan,  who  had  been  a  partner  of 
his  father.  Young  Holmes  was  so  well  fitted  for 
the  study  of  medicine  that  he  entered  the  second- 
year  class  of  the  Harvard  2^Iedical  School,  from 
which  he  was  graduated  in  1879.  From  1878  to 
1880  he  was  connected  with  the  Boston  City  Hos- 
pital, for  six  months  as  "medical  externe,"  and  for 
one  year  as  "surgical  interne"  and  house  surgeon. 
He  was  one  of  the  leading  men  in  his  class  at  the 
Harvard  Medical  School,  and  was  graduated  with 
distinguished  honors,  securing  coveted  prizes  and 
displaying  abilitv  far  beyond  his  years.    He  came  to 

'  Waterbury  in  March,  1880,  and  in  Xovember  of  the 
same  year  formed  a  partnership  with  Dr.  Gideon  L. 

I  Piatt,  whose  daughter  he  subsequently  married.   Dr. 

I  Holmes  at  once  assumed  a  high  place  in  the  com- 
munity, at  first  having  much  to  do  with  the  prac- 
tice of  Dr.   Piatt,  but  gradually  acquiring  a  large 

i  clientele  of  his  own,  and  becoming  one  of  the  lead- 
ing physicians  of  Waterbury. 

The  Doctor's  interest  in  literature  did  not  be- 
come absorbed  in  his  professional  work,  as  the  fol- 
lowing little  anecdote  will  show :  He  had  secured 
a  valuable  copy  of  a  work  by  Lucian.  a  celebrated 
Greek  satirist  and  humorist  who  flourished  about 
120  to  200  A.  D.  He  was  an  ardent  Greek  and 
Latin  scholar,  reading  the  latter  language  as  easily 
as  English,  and  as  his  beloved  Lucian  was  printed 
with  alternate  pages  of  Latin  and  Greek,  he  used 
to  cover  the  Latin  pages  with  a  paper,  in  order  that 
he  would  study  it  out  for  himself  in  the  Greek  rather 
than  have  recourse  to  the  easier  Latin.  Once,  when 
reading  this  Lucian,  he  came  across  a  passage  so 
ambiguous  in  form  that  he  felt  he  was  unable  to 
translate  it  satisfactorily.  He  consulted  a  local 
scholar,  who  was  obliged  to  admit  his  inability  to 
help  him,  but  referred  him  to  a  prominent  Greek 
instructor  at  Yale.  Dr.  Holmes  wrote  to  the  latter, 
and  received  a  reply  stating  that  the  passage  re- 
ferred to  was  rendered  obscure  by  a  typographical 
error,  and  at  the  same  time  giving  the  correct  read- 
ing, which  was  identical  with  that  of  the  Doctor's, 
before  he  had  sought  assistance.  His  elation  at  the 
explanation  may  be  easily  imagined.  Later  the  same 
Yale  instructor  made  inquiries  concerning  his  cor- 
respondent to  find  whether  he  was  a  young  man  in 
search  of  an  instructorship,  and  was  very  much 
astonished  to  find  that  he  was  a  very  busy  physi- 
cian, who  found  his  recreation  in  the  study  of  dead 
languages.  Intellectually  he  was  one  of  the  ablest 
of  men.  and  in  addition  to  his  nhenomenal  memory 
he  possessed  to  a  remarkable  degree  the  ability  to 
grasp  instantlv  and  to  solve  accurately  difficult  prob- 
lems. To  these  qualities  was  added  a  wealth  of  im- 
aginative power  which  would  have  enabled  him, 
had  he  devoted  himself  to  literature,  to  have  created 
a  name  which  would  have  been  known  wherever  the 
Ensrlish  language  is  read. 
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On  April  6.  1881.  Dr.  Holmes  was  married  to 
jMedora  Caroline,  only  daujjhter  of  the  late  Dr. 
Gideon  L.  Piatt,  of  Watcrbnry,  who  survives  him. 
Dr.  Holmes'  health  becjan  to  fail  in  1892,  and  in 
1894  he  was  compelled  to  sjive  up  his  practice.  He 
died  Xov.  27,  i8y8.  a  sacrifice  to  his  profession,  his 
death  resultinrr  from  blood  poisoninq-  bv  inoculation 
through  a  pricked  finger  during  an  operation  on  a 
patient.  Dr.  Holmes"  charities  were  many  and  un- 
obtrusive. He  freely  gave  his  services  and  very 
often  substantial  offerings  to  the  poor,  and  many  a 
AVaterbury  family  can  testify  as  to  his  goodness  in 
this  respect.  It  is  related  of  him  that  he  kept  in  his 
■office  a  supply  of  just  the  things  that  poor  people 
might  need  in  time  of  illness.  He  knew  in  such 
cases  that  everv  penny  counted,  and  he  often  loaned 
the  necessities  of  the  needy.  Occasionally  his  faith 
•in  human  nature  was  rudely  shocked,  and.  at  such 
times  his  distress  v>-as  acute.  He  was  honest  to  a 
fault,  and  expected  others  to  be.  While  in  college 
he  was  a  member  of  the  D.  K.  E.  Greek  Letter 
Societv.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Waterbury  Club. 
and  of  various  medical  societies.  On  philosophical 
and  theological  subjects  he  was  an  independent 
thinker,  but  thronglwut  all  intellectual  vicissitudes 
remained  faithful  to  the  Unitarian  faith — the  faith 
of  his  childhood. 

In  the  course  of  his  remarks  in  the  payment  of 
the  last  sad  rites  to  his  friend  and  parishioner,  Dr. 
Anderson  said : 

Dr.  Holmes  was  a  man  worth  knowing,  a  man  whose 
friendship  was  well  worth  cultivating.  To  those  who  met 
Tiim  casually,  or  in  the  range  of  his  practice  as  a  physician. 
he  may  not  have  seemed  so.  but  he  was  an  exceptional 
man.  His  commanding  stature  represented  a  man  tower- 
ing above  the  average  in  regard  to  mental  characteristics 
and  moral  qualities.  .^  man  who  is  large  physically  chal- 
lenges the  admiration  of  the  best  people,  provided  he  is 
large  in  other  wavs.  and  all  who  knew  Dr.  Holmes 
recognized  this  quality  of  largeness  in  him.  Here  was  a 
Tnan  of  broad  and  rich  nature,  through  whom  the  bounty 
■of  God  and  the  world  flowed  easily  for  nourishment  and 
comfort.  He  was  especially  interesting  to  us  as  a  man 
of  intellect!  In  these  days  the  successful  pursuit  of  a 
■profession  necessitates  almost  exclusive  devotion  to  pro- 
fessional roiuine.  and  this  involves  a  narrowing  process — 
so  that  the  average  lawyer  is  simply  a  lawyer,  the  clergy- 
man, simply  a  clergyman,  and  the  physician,  simply  a 
physician.  To  be  a  thorough-going  and  busy  practitioner 
and  at  the  same  time  a  broad  and  rounded  and  cultured 
man  is  by  no  means  easy.  It  indicates  early  training  on 
a  broad  basis;  it  indicates  dominating  tastes  larger  than 
the  limits  of  a  profession:  it  indicates  fullness  of  manhood. 
It  indicated  all  this  in  Dr.  Holmes.  There  is  nothing  to 
suggest  that  he  was  not  in  love  with  the  profession  of 
medicine ;  but  he  seemed  to  view  that  profession  in  its 
relations  to  science  as  a  whole,  yes,  and  in  its  relations 
to  scholarship  as  a  whole.  He  certainly  possessed  a 
scientific  cast  of  mind,  but  he  was  not  in  the  least  con- 
scious of  that  conflict  between  science  and  letters  of  which 
some  have  had  so  much  to  say.  If  he  had  the  mind  of  a 
scientist,  he  had  the  tastes  of  a  scholar.  And  so.  for  a 
few  bright  years,  we  had  before  us  I" not  very  common 
in  this  busy  community)  the  spectacle  of  a  man  who 
combined  in  himself  the  utilitarian  and  the  scholarly 
qualities,  and  showed  us  that  it  is  possible,  even  yet.  to 
do  one's  daily  work  well  and  earn  an  honest  living,  and 
at  the  same  time  be  loyal  to  the  intellectual  and  artistic 


ideals  of  earlier  days.  In  thinking  of  Dr.  Holmes  I  find 
that  the  mental  qualities  merge  into  the  spiritual,  that  his 
tastes  were  closely  allied  to  virtues.  In  attempting  an 
estimate  of  him,  it  would  be  more  difiicult  than  in  most 
cases  to  confine  one's  self  to  any  one  department  of  his  i 
life.  I  shrink  from  processes  of  analysis  on  such  occasions 
as  this — even  as  I  shrink  from  being  analyzed  myself —  ' 
but  I  do  wish  to  say  a  word  concerning  these  deeper  and 
more  central  qualities  of  our  friend's  nature.  I  wish  to 
say  that  he  seemed  to  me  a  very  genuine  and  sincere 
person,  that  he  was  exceptionally  free  from  affectation  and 
pretence,  that  his  honesty  was  not  simply  commercial, 
but  spiritual.  It  is  not  always  that  a  man  impresses  you 
with  being  precisely  what  he  seems  to  be;  but  that  was  true 
of  him.  This  was  not,  however,  the  result  of  any  blunt 
frankness  on  his  part,  such  as  some  men  take  pride  in; 
it  was  the  product,  rather,  of  a  certain  transparency  of 
nature,  the  entire  absence  of  duplicity.  The  impression 
01  sincerity  was  not  secured  by  the  sacrifice  of  geniality 
and  sweetness ;  his  kindliness,  on  the  contrary,  was  a 
constant   and   pervasive   quality. 

I  have  seldom  met  with  a  layman  more  ready  to  talk  1 
upon  religious  themes  than  he  was.  and  his  outspoken  ; 
sincerity  did  not  allow  a  moment's  doubt  in  regard  to  the  j 
position  he  occupied.  He  came  to  us  representing  a  type 
of  Christian  belief  which  is  not  common  in  Connecticut, 
and  when,  in  an  early  interview,  he  told  me  that  he  was  a 
Unitarian,  he  evidently  feared  that  he  might  grieve  me. 
But  he  could  not  think  of  holding  anything  back,  and  wc 
were  at  once  on  terms  of  mutual  consideration  and  amity. 
He  was  proud  of  his  faith,  as  all  Unitarians  are.  and 
could  not  hide  his  contempt  for  "obscure  dogmas,"  but 
his  attitude  was  not  by  any  means  merely  critical ;  it  was 
receptive  and  friendly.  His  was  a  deeply  religious  nature, 
and  whatever  nourished  his  deeper  life  he  welcomed,  no 
matter  from  what  source  it  came,  or  in  what  form  it  was 
offered  him. 

After  speaking  at  length  in  regard  to  the  Doc- 
tor's last  illness,  that  tragedy  of  death  in  life.  Dr. 
Anderson  adds : 

To  those  who  were  called  to  look  on,  whether  day  by 
day  or  at  intervals,  it  must  seem  a  mysterious  thing  that 
this    noble    man — this    man    of    sweetness    and    charity — 
should  have  been  led  down,  as  he  was,  into  a  "valley  of 
the   shadow   of   death"   more   dreadful   than    Bunyan   ever 
saw   in  vision,   and   held   captive   there   so   many  years   in 
fierce  conflicts  with  spirits  of  evil ;   and  it  must  seem  all   , 
the  more  mysterious  when  we  consider  that  his  life-long   1 
training  had  been  such  as  to  leave  no  place  in  his  normal    | 
mental  processes  for  any  thought  of  evil  spirits,  but  rather    ; 
to   bring  him   face   to   face   with   divine   benevolence.     Let    ' 
us  think  of  him  as  swiftly  emerging,  on  that  tempestuous 
Sunday,   from   all   the   gloom   and   discord   of   these   inex- 
plicable years,  into  the  calmness  and  peace  and  felicity  of 
those  elect  souls  who  "after  life's  fitful  fever"  sleep  well, 
and  then  awake  with  God. 

At  the  close  of  his  remarks  Dr.  Anderson  re- 
peated Edwin  Arnold's  beautiful  poem,  '"After 
Death,"  a  favorite  of  Dr.  Holmes' : 

He  who  died  at  Azan  sends 
This  to  comfort  faithful  friends : 

Faithful   friends  I   It   lies   I   know, 
Pale  and  white  as  cold  as  snow. 
And  ye  say,  ".-Vbdallah's  dead!" 
Weeping  at   my   feet   and   head. 
I  can  see  your  falling  tears. 
I  can  hear  your  cries  and  prayers, 
Yet  I  smile  and  whisper  this : 
"I  am  not  that  thing  you  kiss : 
Cease  your  tears  and  let  it  lie; 
It  was  mine;  it  is  not  I.' 
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'Tis  a  tent  which  I  am  quitting, 

'Tis  a  garment  no  more  fitting, 

'Tis  a  cage  from  wliich  at  last. 

Like  a  hawk  my  soul  has  passed. 

Love  the  inmate,  not  the  room : 

The  wearer,  not  the  garb ;  the  plume 

Of  the   falcon,  not  the  bars 

Which  kept  him  from  the  splendid  stars. 

Loving  friends!  be  wise  and  dry 
Straightway  every  weeping  eye ; 
What  ye  lift  upon  the  bier 
Is  not  worth  a  wistful  tear. 
'Tis  an  empty  seashell,  one 
Out  of  which  the  pearl   is  gone. 
The  shell  is  broken,  it  lies  there ; 
The  pearl,  the  all.  the  soul  is  here. 
'Tis  an  earthen  jar   whose  lid 
Allah  sealed,  the  while  it  hid 
That  treasure  of  His  treasury. 
A  mind  which  loved  him ;  let  it  lie ! 
Let   the    shard    be    earth's    once    more, 
Since  the  gold  shines  in  His  store! 

Farewell   friends,  yet  not   farewell, 
Where   I  am  ye  too   shall   dwell. 
I  am  gone  before  your  face 
A    heart-beat's    time,    a    gray    ant's    pace. 
When  ye  come  where  I  have  stepped 
Ye   will  marvel   why  ye   wept ; 
Ye  will  know,  by  true  love  taught. 
That  here  is  all,  and  there  is  naught. 

Weep  awhile,   if  ye  are   fain — 
Sunshine   still   must   follow   rain! 
Only,  not  at  death,  for  death 
(Now    I    see)    is   that    first   breath 
Which  our  souls  draw  when  we  enter 
Life  that  is  of  all  life  center. 

Know  ye  Allah's  love   is  law. 
Viewed  from  .\llah's  throne  above. 
Be  ye  firm  of  trust,  and  come 
Faithful   onward   to  your   home ! 

He  who  died  at  .\zan  gave 

This  to  those  who  made  his  grave. 


LEVI  ODELL  CHITTENDEN  traces  his  an- 
cestry from  William  Chittenden,  who  came  from 
England  to  New  England  in  1639,  thence  in  the 
same  year  to  Guilford,  Conn.  He  was  born  in 
Kent,  England,  and  married  Joanna,  daughter  of 
Dr.  Edmund  ShaefFer,  of  Cranbrook,  in  Kent.  A 
man  of  ability,  he  filled  many  important  offices  in 
the  Colony. 

Thomas  Chittenden,  son  of  William,  was  born 
in  England,  married  Joanna  Jordan,  daughter  of 
John  Jordan,  of  Guilford,  and  died  in  1683. 

William  Chittenden,  son  of  Thomas,  was  mar- 
ried twice.    He  died  in  1738. 

William  Chittenden,  son  of  Wilham,  bom  in 
1706,  married  (first)  Rachel  White,  of  Middle- 
town,  and  (second),  Sarah  Stevens.  He  died  in 
1786. 

Jared  Chittenden,  son  of  William,  born  in  1734, 
married  (first)  Deborah  Stone,  of  Guilford,  and 
(second)  Elizabeth  \\'ard.  daughter  of  Samuel 
Dudley,  of  Guilford.     He  lived  in  North  Guilford, 


and  died  there  in  1824.     His  children  were  all  born 
to  his  first  marriage. 

Deacon  Levi  Chittenden,  son  of  Jared,  born 
May  21,  1762,  married  Hannah  Johnson,  of  Wall- 
ingford.  They  resided  in  North  Guilford,  where  he 
died  Nov.  11,  1835,  at  the  age  of  seventy-three,  his 
wife  surviving  ten  years. 

Jared  Chauncey  Chittenden,  son  of  Deacon  Levi, 
born  Aug.  27,  1709,  in  1825  married  Rowena 
Barnes,  of  North  Haven,  born  Nov.  27,  1806.  They 
had  six  children.  'Sir.  Chittenden  resided  in  North 
Guilford,  and  died  April  13,  1854,  aged  fifty-four. 
He  engaged  in  cabinetmaking  all  his  life,  and  was- 
considered  one  of  the  most  capable  workmen  in 
his  locality.  In  politics  he  was  a  Whig.  He  was 
known  as  an  honest  antl  upright  man,  and  although 
he  died  in  the  prime  of  life  had  exerted  much  in- 
fluence for  good  in  his  neighborhood,  and  was  sin- 
cerely lamented. 

Levi  Odell  Chittenden,  son  of  Jared  Chauncey, 
was  born  Sept.  28,  1844,  and  was  but  nine  years 
of  age  when  left  to  face  the  world  deprived  of  a 
father's  protection.  His  school  days  ended  when- 
he  was  ten  years  old,  for  at  that  time  he  endeavored 
to  provide  for  himself  by  working  on  a  farm,  and 
then  obtained  a  situation  as  clerk  in  the  store  of 
E.  M.  Fuld,  in  North  Haven,  where  he  remained 
until  he  was  seventeen.  In  July,  1862,  he  came  to 
Guilford  ai^.d  enlisted  in  Company  I,  14th  Regiment. 
under  Col.  Morris  and  Capt.  I.  R.  Bronson,  and 
served  in  the  2d  Army  Corps  until  March,  1863, 
participating  in  many  engagements  during  that 
time.  The  exposure  and  deprivations  of  army  life 
brought  on  troubles  which  caused  his  discharge  for 
disability,  after  a  serious  illness  in  hospital  at  Har- 
per's Ferry  and  later  at  Frederick  City,  Md.  Fol- 
lowing his  return  from  the  war,  where  he  had  done 
his  duty  as  a  soldier  bravely,  Mr.  Chittenden  en- 
tered the  employ  of  R.  S.  Chittenden,  of  East  River, 
as  clerk  in  his  store,  and  remained  until  1877.  Com- 
ing back  to  Guilford  he  entered  a  shop,  and  re- 
mained in  that  position  for  the  succeeding  ten  years. 
He  then  took  up  the  trade  of  carpenter  and  joiner, 
in  which  he  became  skillful,  and  for  several  years. 
he  was  considered  one  of  the  most  reliable  men  in 
his  line  in  the  neighborhood.  His  work  in  this 
line  was  put  aside  when  he  entered  the  real  estate 
office  of  William  Sewarts.  Later  he  accepted  a  po- 
sition on  the  Consolidated  Railroad,  as  brakeman 
on  passenger  trains  on  the  Shore  Line,  and  con- 
tinued thus  until  1890,  when  he  accepted  a  position 
as  engineer  in  the  Spencer  foundry,  where  for  the 
past  eleven  years  he  has  filled  with  efficiency  this 
position  of  responsibility.  His  natural  bent  has 
been  in  this  direction,  and  in  such  work  ability  like 
his  is  almost  indispensable. 

On  Jan.  20,  1870,  was  celebrated  the  marriage 
of  Mr.  Chittenden  to  Jeannette  E.  Hull,  daughter 
of  William  A.  and  Marv  {  Parmelee)  Hull,  of  Guil- 
ford. She  died  in  1888.  On  March  12,  1890,  our 
subject  contracted   a   second   marriage,   with    Miss 


'V't-    ;;:  \\.\' ^i. 


COMMEMORATIJ-E   BIOGRAPHICAL   RECORD. 


827 


Elizabeth  Burr,  who  was  born  in  Hacldam,  a 
daughter  of  Edward  and  EHzabeth  (Laild)  JJurr, 
natives  of  Haddani,  and  both  of  old  and  prominent 
families  of  Middlesex  county.  Xo  children  have 
been  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Chittenden.  Their  home 
is  the  abode  of  hospitality  and  sociability.  Mrs. 
Chittenden  is  a  lady  of  many  accomplishments  and 
high  culture,  and  is  highly  esteemed  in  Guilford. 
Mr.  Chittenden  is  a  member  of  the  G.  A.  R.,  and 
past  conmiander  of  the  post  in  Guilford,  and  has 
held  all  the  offices  in  that  organization.  In  politics 
he  is  a  Republican.  He  is  assessor  of  the  town  and 
a  member  of  the  board  of  relief,  and  has  taken  an 
important  part  in  all  public  undertakings.  Both  he 
and  his  wife  are  members  of  the  Congregational 
Church.  ^Ir.  Chittenden  owns  much  valuable  prop- 
erty here,  and  the  finest  bowling  alley  in  Guilford 
belongs  to  him. 

As  a  soldier  our  subject  won  the  respect  and 
esteem  of  his  comrades,  as  an  employe  of  his  em- 
ployers, and  as  a  public  official  of  his  fellow  citi- 
zens, and  in  every  relation  of  life  he  has  done  well 
his  part.  Thrown  upon  his  own  resources  at  so 
tender  an  age,  his  success  in  life  only  emphasizes 
what  honesty,  persistent  effort  and  courage  will  ac- 
complish. 

WILLIA:M  J.  ERANCIS  (deceased)  was  born 
Oct.  II,  1832,  a  son  of  William  and  Emily  (Blakes- 
lee)  Erancis,  and  attended  the  schools  in  Walling- 
ford,  his  native  town.  Growing  up  on  the  old 
homestead,  he  remained  at  home  until  1866,  when 
he  went  to  ileriden  and  entered  the  office  of  the 
Adams  E.xpress  Co.  At  ]Meriden  he  was  also  em- 
ployed by  the  Britannia  Co.,  and  he  remained  in 
that  city  until  1875,  '"  which  year  he  came  back  to 
North  Earms,  Wallingford,  settling  on  the  farm 
\yhere  his  father  was  born,  adjoining  the  family 
homestead  on  which  he  was  reared.  There  he  spent 
the  remainder  of  his  industrious  and  honorable  life, 
making  many  substantial  improvements  on  the 
place,  and,  investing  over  $9,000  in  bringing  the 
farm  up  to  modern  ideas,  soon  had  one  of  the  most 
attractive  country  homes  in  the  town.  A  general 
farmer  and  dairyman,  he  was  a  successful  mana- 
ger and  a  good  business  man.  Simple  and  unosten- 
tatious in  his  habits,  he  was  devoted  to  his  home 
and  upright  in  his  life.  He  was  a  member  of  the 
Grange,  and  much  interested  in  everything  that 
pertained  to  the  progress  of  farming,  and  was  an 
enterprising  and  thoughtful  citizen.  Mr.  Erancis 
died  on  his  farm  Dec.  4.  i8c)5,  and  was  buried  in 
the  Wallingford  cemetery.  He  was  a  half  brother 
of  John  Hall  Erancis. 

Lym.\n  H.  Er.\ncis,  son  of  William  J.,  was 
born  Eeb.  i,  1S65,  on  the  same  farm  as  his  father. 
In  due  time  he  attended  the  local  district  school.  In 
1884  he  was  graduated  from  the  Yale  Business  Col- 
lege, and  began  his  life  work  by  assisting  his  fa- 
ther on.  the  farm.  A  little  later  he  went  on  the 
road  as  a  traveling  salesman  for  the  Reed  Eertil- 


izer  Co.,  of  New  York,  and  after  his  father's  death 
he  took  charge  of  the  family  homestead,  which  con- 
sists of  1 10  acres.  He  has  devoted  the  land  very 
largely  to  market  gardening,  making  many  improve- 
ments to  fit  the  changed  line  of  work.  In  August, 
1898,  a  great  loss  befell  him  in  the  destruction  by 
fire  of  six  farm  buildings  and  a  large  crop  of  hay. 
Since  that  time  he  has  built  a  fine  barn,  adapted  to 
his  business. 

IMr.  Erancis  was  married,  in  Glastonbury,  Conn., 
April  II,  1894,  to  Miss  Lucy  A.  Talcott,  a  daugh- 
ter of  George  and  Lucy  Ann  Talcott,  who  are  both 
deceased.  They  have  had  two  children,  Walter  Ly- 
man and  Mildred  Lucy.  Air.  Erancis  belongs  to 
Compass  Lodge,  A.  E.  &  A.  M.,  and  with  his  wife 
belongs  to  the  Grange ;  he  was  instrumental  in  the 
organization  of  the  Grange  at  Kensington.  In  re- 
ligion Mrs.  Erancis  is  an  Episcopalian,  and  he  is 
not  connected  with  any  church,  though  a  man  of 
strong  feeling  and  deep  convictions  as  to  the  right 
and  the  true  in  daily  living.  A  more  complete  his- 
tory of  the  Erancis  family  appears  in  connection 
with  the  sketch  of  John  Erancis,  elsewhere. 

GEORGE  T.  BUSHXELL  (deceased).  The 
family  of  Bushnell,  whose  name  is  well  known 
throughout  the  State  of  Connecticut,  is  of  English 
descent,  and  a  majority  of  the  members  of  the 
branch  to  which  ]\Ir.  George  T.  Bushnell  belonged 
have  been  agriculturists.  Both  his  parents  were 
born  and  both  lived  and  died  in  Saybrook,  where  he 
himself  was  born  ^larch  4,  1815. 

Taylor  P.  Bushnell,  his  father,  was  a  farmer,  as 
well  as  a  tanner  and  shoemaker.  He  served  with 
courage  and  gallantrj-  during  the  W'ar  of  1812,  and 
prior  to  the  formation  of  the  Republican  party  was 
a  stanch  Whig  in  politics.  Erom  1856  until  his 
death  however,  he  acted  with  the  party  of  Eremont 
and  Lincoln.  He  married  Eannie  Bull,  a  daugh- 
ter of  John  Bull,  a  prosperous  and  highly  respected 
farmer  of  Saybrook,  and  at  once  settled  upon  a 
farm  in  the  same  town.  Three  children  were  born 
of  this  union — Erederick,  Electa  A.,  and  George  T. 
The  first  born  son,  Erederick,  has  reached  the  ad- 
vanced age  of  eighty-eight  years,  and  after  a  life 
of  hard  work  spent  in  farming,  has  ceased  active 
labor  to  pass  the  remainder  of  his  years  in  well- 
earned,  richly-merited  rest.  Electa  A.,  the  only 
daughter,  married  Asa  H.  Rose,  a  joiner  of  Say- 
brook, and  died  in  1897.  Both  Taylor  P.  Bushnell 
and  his  wife  w^ere  devout  and  consistent  members 
of  the  Presbyterian  Church. 

George  T.  Bushnell  passed  his  youth  very  much 
as  did  other  Connecticut  fanners'  sons  in  the  first 
third  of  the  nineteenth  century.  Work  upon  the 
farm  alternated  with  attendance  at  the  district 
school,  and  so  the  years  passed  until  he  reached 
the  age  of  eighteen.  He  then  learned  the  trade  of 
a  turner  and  wood  carver,  and  in  1836 — being  then 
twenty-one  years  old — removed  from  Saybrook  to 
Derbv.     That    citv    was    his    home    for    sixty-four 
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years,  and  during-  his  longf  and  useful  life  after 
reaching  his  majority,  he  carried  on  his  business  as 
a  turner,  and  added  thereto  that  of  a  dealer  in  real 
estate.  He  accumulated  a  handsome  competence 
and  retired  from  business,  devotinsj  himself  to  the 
loaning  and  investment  of  his  capital.  Though 
long  passed  the  limit  of  three-score  years  and  ten, 
which  was  allotted  to  man  by  the  Psalmist  "through 
reason  of  strength,"  he  was  hale  and  well  preserved 
up  to  the  time  of  his  death,  Sept.  14,  igoo.  Like  his 
father,  he  was  a  Whig  in  early  life  and  later  a 
Republican.  After  1838  he  was  actively  and  prom- 
inently identified  with  the  growth  and  work  of  the 
Congregational  Church  in  Derby.  He  held  various 
ofifices  in  the  First  Church  of  that  city,  and  was  s 
deacon  for  more  than  a  quarter  of  a  century.  In 
recognition  of  his  long  and  faithful  service  in  that 
capacity,  no  less  than  in  acknowledginent  of  his 
self-sacrificing  labor  in  and  liberal  contributions  to 
the  cause  of  Evangelical  religion,  he  was  made  ar 
Tionorary  meml^er  of  the  Board  of  Deacons,  a  dis- 
tinction all  the  more  valuable  because  so  rarely  con- 
ferred. Deacon  Bushnell  attributed  his  long  life 
and  the  fact  that  his  mental  faculties  remained  un- 
impaired, to  his  regular,  abstemious  mode  of  life. 
He  always  championed  the  cause  of  temperance  in 
the  highest  and  most  comprehensive  sense  of  that 
term,  and  he  himself  was  a  living  illustration  of  the 
soundness  of  his  plea.  The  closing  years  of  his  life 
were  passed  in  that  serene  peace  befitting  an  octo- 
genarian who  looked  back  upon  the  past  without 
regret  and  forward  to  the  future  without  fear. 

In  1838  Deacon  Bushnell  was  married  to  Mary, 
daughter  of  Truman  Gilbert,  of  Derby.  The  wife 
of  his  youth  remained  by  his  side  to  the  last,  to  com- 
fort, to  cheer  and  to  sustain.  Hand-in-hand  they 
had  descended  the  western  slope  of  life's  hill,  with 
pleasant  memories  and  unfaltering  faith.  One  child 
blessed  their  union  :  George  F.,  who  is  engaged  in 
the  real  estate  business  in  Bridgeport. 

CHxWCY  W.  JUDD,  now  retired,  is  almost  a 
life-long  resident  of  Waterbury,  where  he  was  born 
June  27,  1824,  of  good  old  Connecticut  stock,  and 
he  is  a  highly  respected  citizen. 

Stephen  Tudd,  grandfather  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  Wallingford,  Conn.,  and  died  in  W'aterbun.-, 
in  1820.  He  served  in  the  Revolutionary  army, 
and  was  wounded  in  the  knee.  William  R..  his 
son  and  the  father  of  our  subiect.  was  born  in 
Waterbury,  May  g,  1802.  and  died  Dec.  30.  1873. 
He  learned  the  trade  of  shoemaker,  but  never  fol- 
lowed it,  preferring  that  of  stone  mason,  which  very 
Tiearlv  was  his  life  vocation.  On  Dec.  2,  1821,  he 
married  Anna  Brown,  who  was  born  in  Waterbury, 
Aug.  8,  1804,  a  daughter  of  Curtis  Brown,  a  farmer 
of  Waterburv.  She  died  in  Xew  Haven,  Conn.. 
Feb.  24,  1878,  the  mother  of  two  children:  Chancy 
W.  and.  }iliss  Henrietta,  the  latter  of  whom  was 
born  Dec.  12,  1832,  in  Xew  York  State,  and  is 
making  her  home  with  her  brother  in  Waterbury. 


The  father  was  first  a  Whig,   later  a  Republican, 
I  and  in  religious  faith  he  and  his  wife  were  Baptists. 
Chancy  W.  Judd,  our  subject,  was  two  years  old 
when  his  parents  removed  to  ^lontgomery  county, 
X.  Y.,  and  was  twelve  when  he  returned  with  them 
to  W'aterbury,  and  consequently  received  his  edu- 
cation in  both  cities.     At  the  age  of  fifteen  he  coni- 
I  menced  work  in  the   Scovill  Rolling  Mills,  Watei- 
[  bury,     learning    the    trade    of    brass     roller,    and 
;   was     employed     there    the    greater    part    of     the 
j  time    for    the    long    period    of    forty-seven    years, 
j  or    until    1885,    since    when    he    has  lived    retired. 
He    has    lived    on    Hill    street    for    four    or    five 
years    more    than    half    a    century,    and    has    not 
i  married.     In  politics  he  is  a  Republican,  and  for 
;  four  years  he  served  his  city  on  the  police  force. 
He  and  his  sister  attend  the  services  of  the  Con- 
i  gregational  Church, 

I         CHARLES     COUPLAXD,    whose    death    oc- 
;  curred  at  his  home  in  Seymour  April  z'^.  igoi,  was 
i  for  twenty  years  one  of  the  leading  citizens  of  that 
town,    identified    with    the    Tingue    ^Manufacturing 
:  Co.,  and  for  fifteen  years  its  treasurer  and  the  man- 
\  ager  of  the  company's  works  at  this  point.     He  was 
one  of  the  most  ingenious  and  practical  manufac- 
turers in  the  Xaugatuck  \"alle\'. 

Mr.  Ccu'pland  was  born  at  Huddersfield.  in  York- 
j  shire.  England,  April   11,  1841,  son  of  Robert  and 
i  ^farv  Coupland,  and  was  the  second  of  a   family 
of  nine  children.     His   father  was  a  small  woolen 
manufacturer,  but  thoroughly   skilled   in  his   occu- 
pation, and  was  considered  an  ingenious  man.    He 
soon    needed    the    services    of    his    son,    and    when 
;  Charles  was  but  seven  years  of  age  he  was  placed 
at  work  in  the  factorv,  where  he  labored  in  the  day- 
time, acquiringf  what  education  he  received  by  at- 
:  tendance  at  nieht  schools.     But  he  learned  in  the 
twelve  years  that  included  his  aoprenticeship  in  his 
father's  factory  what  proved  of  immense  practical 
benefit  to  him,  every  detail  and  all  the  intricacies_ 
and   fine   points   pertaining  to  the   manufacture   of 
j  woolen   goods.     Having    obtained    his    mechanical 
\  knowledge  he  became,  at  the  age  of  nineteen  years, 
i  dissatisfied  with  the  prospects  in  life,  and  in   i860 
j  resolved  to  cast  his  lot  in  America.    With  others  he 
I  emigrated  to  this  country,  and  soon  found  work  in 
I  the  "Windemere  mills,   at   Rockville.   Conn.      After 
I  working  a  short  time  as  a  second  man  in  the  card- 
!  ing  room  he  was  given  charge  of  the  department, 
j  and   from   that  time  all   his  service  was   in    super- 
visorv  positions.     In  1865  he  went  to  Philadelphia, 
Pa.,  where  he  was  given  charge  of  the  carding  and 
spinning  of  the  Baltic  Mills.     He  thence  went  to 
L'nion  Village,  Corui..  where  he  owned  and  operated 
a  custom  woolen  mill   for  several  years.     A  year 
later  he  removed  to  Burrville,  Conn.,  where  he  also 
engaged  in  business  on  his  own  account,  in  the  man- 
ufacture of  woolen  flocks,  using  a  machine  invented 
bv  himself,  which  very  successfullv  performed  that 
operation,  doing  as  much  work  as  five  of  the  ma- 
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chines  previously  used.  In  1861)  he  sold  out  and 
went  to  Templeton.  Mass.;  to  take  charge  of  the 
well-known  Otter  River  blanket  mills,  and  went 
from  there  to  the  woolen  mills  of  Berry  &  Stanton, 
at  Woodville,  R.  I.,  each  move  bringing-  an  advance 
in  position  and  salary,  and  increasing  his  knowledge 
of  manufacturing. 

In  1871  JMr.  Coupland  became  the  manager  and 
part  owner  of  the  mill  at  Thomaston,  Conn.,  ope- 
rated by  the  Plymouth  Woolen  Co.,  where  he  re- 
mained until  the  mill  was  burned  down,  in  the  fall 
of  1873.  The  corporation  now  determined  to  build 
a  worsted  mill,  and  Air.  Coupland  was  urged  to 
prepare  himself  to  take  charge  of  it.  His  experi- 
ence had  been  confined  to  woolen  goods,  whose 
manufacture  differed  from  worsted  goods,  and  this 
necessitated  new  instruction,  which  was  difficult  to 
obtain,  as  every  mill  kept  a  close  guard  of  its  secret 
process.  Determined  to  find  an  entrance  into  some 
mill,  even  if  he  would  have  to  do  ordinary  labor, 
Mr.  Coupland  came  to  Sevmour,  where  he  applied 
for  a  place  in  the  Kalmia  Mills,  at  that  time  run  for 
the  manufacture  of  worsted  varns  by  Scheppers 
Brothers,  of  Philadelphia,  with  Emil  Alartines  as 
superintendent.  He  was  told  the  only  place  vacant 
was  tliat  of  engineer,  and  if  he  was  competent  he 
could  take  that.  He  knew  but  little  of  the  work 
of  an  engineer,  but  accepted  the  place  at  S3  per  day, 
and  bv  diligent  attention  to  his  w^rk  soon  succeeded 
in  giving  good  satisfaction.  He  remained  nine 
niontlis,  and  in  that  period  learned  all  he  wanted  to 
know  about  worsted.  In  the  meantime  the  death  of 
Lucius  P.  Porter,  of  the  Plymouth  Co.,  had  disar- 
ranged the  plans  of  the  corporation,  which  decided 
not  to  rebuild.  Air.  Coupland  now  sought  a  new 
field  of  labor,  and  applied  to  A.  T.  Stewart  for  the 
position  of  general  superintendent  of  his  numerous 
woolen  mills,  receiving  the  appointment,  at  a  very 
large  salary,  in  the  fall  of  1874.  He  entered  upon 
his  new  duty  to  the  great  surprise  of  his  acquaint- 
ances at  Seymour,  who  could  not  imagine  how  a 
man  who  had  been  so  recently  a  workman  in  an 
engine  room  in  their  midst  could  possibly  fill  that 
place.  When  Mr.  Coupland  took  charge  of  the 
Stewart  interests  but  four  of  the  thirteen  woolen 
mills  in  four  different  States  were  running,  but 
sc-on  every  mill  was  profitably  operated,  giving  em-' 
ployment  to  over  10,000  people.  In  this  service  he 
remained  six  years. 

In  1880,  while  still  in  the  employ  of  A.  T.  Stew- 
art, Mr.  Coupland  invented  a  new  and  exceedingly 
speedy  way  to  weave  mohair  pile  goods,  which  he 
determined  to  utilize  in  a  factory  of  his  own,  with 
the  aid  of  interested  capital.  At  this  time  he  was 
introduced  to  John  H.  Tingue,  a  wealthy  dry-goods 
merchant  of  Xew  York,  who  consentecl  to  embark 
with  him  in  this  new  enterprise,  Mr.  Coupland 
agreeing  to  devise,  construct  and  place  in  operation 
all  the  nccessan.-  machinery.  Air.  Tingue  to  see  that 
there  was  no  lack  of  capital.  Looking  about  for  a 
suitable  site  for  the  factory,  they  came  to  Seymour 


and  bought  the  Kalmia,  or  old  Eagle  Silk  Alill,  in 
1880,  and  the  work  of  building  the  machinerv  was 
begun  by  Air.  Couplaml.  From  that  time  until  his 
death  he  was  the  genius  which  inspired  and  success- 
fully directed  the  Tingue  Alanufacturing  Co.  at  Sey- 
mour. The  corporation  was  formed  in  1881,  and  the 
same  year  the  work  of  manufacturing  plush  goods 
was  begun.  The  process  was  a  radical  departure 
from  all  former  methods,  and  not  only  was  this  the 
pioneer  mill  in  America  in  this  line  of  industry,  but 
for  five  vears  the  sole  occupant  of  this  especial 
field. 

Of  this   mill   and   its   operations   the   American. 
Macliinist  said  in  1885  : 

I    had    the    pleasure,    a    few    weeks    ago,    of    looking 
through   the  plush  manufactory  at   Seymour,   Connecticut, 
i    through    the    courtesy   of    the   president   of   the    company, 
]    Mr.  J.  H.  Tingue.  and  under  the  guidance  of  Mr.   Coup- 
I    land,   the   superintendent,   whose   inventive   turn   of   mind. 
I   backed  up  by  his  indomitable  perseverance  and  e.xceptional 
j    executive    ability,    has    accompHshed    wonders    in    the   last 
j    four  years.     Indeed,  to  pass  through  the  different  depart- 
i    ments,  as  I   did.  and  listen  to  the  explanations  of  differ- 
I   ences   between   the   methods   and   machinery   employed   by 
the    Tingue    Company,    and    those   employed   by   inanufac- 
turers  of  similar  goods,  both  here  and  in  foreign  countries, 
with  the  advantages  claimed  both  in  quantity  and  quality 
of   production,    and    be   told     that     the    machinery    had   been 
invented,   designed  and  built  by  themselves,   while   to   the 
question,    "How    long    has    it    taken  ?"    came    the    answer, 
"Four    years,"    was    to    me    a    genuine    surprise.     To    the 
enterprise,   perseverance,   inventive   and  mechanical   ability 
i    which  have  left  their  imprint  all  through  this  truly  model 
establishment  I  feel  that  I  have  no  words  in  which  to  pay  a 
fitting   tribute.     Through    the    successful   establishment    of 
this  industry — the  manufacture  of  mohair  plush — is  opened 
up   a   new   and   profitable   industry   in   the   raising   of   the 
Angora  goat,  wliich  has  already  been   found  to  be  a  sure 
source    of   profit    in    some   parts   of   the    Southern    States, 
where  sheep  raising  has  proved   a   failure.     The  beautiful 
silky  fleeces  of  these  animals,  with  a  fiber  of  six  or  seven 
to  nine  or   ten   inches   long — and   in   extreme   cases,   I   am 
told,  it  is  found  eighteen  inches  in  length — are  by  the  in- 
genious machinery  of  the  Tingue  Company  carried   from 
one    stage   of   manufacture   to   another   till   two   sheets   of 
plush  in  one,  joined  by  the  pile  of  each,  await  the  services 
of  the  ingenious  splitting  machine  of  Mr.  Coupland,  who, 
with   the   inspiration  of  American   air   for  the   past   score 
of  years,   could  not  be  satisfied  with  the  old  way  in  use 
abroad  of  weaving  over  wires,  which,  by  withdrawing,  cut 
the  pile  and  separate  the  two  sheets,  but  has   invented  a 
machine  the  ofiice  of  which  is  to  split  in  the  most  accurate 
manner,  and  in  an  entirely  automatic  way,  any  width  or 
length    of    plush    goods.     Not    only    is    the    operation    of 
splitting  performed  automatically,  but  the  knives  which  do 
the   work   are    automatically   ground    while    working,    and 
so  kept  sharp.     Enough  might  be  said  of  this  place  to  fill 
a  volume,   but,   wishing  to   be   careful   not   to   violate  any 
I    confidence,  I  have  simply  to  say  I  am  truly  grateful,  while 
I    I     feel — and    I    think    every    .American    citizen     should — 
that    many    thanks    are    due    to    these   pioneers    in    an    in- 
dustry which  promises  to  become  one  of  the  greatest  im- 
portance, not  simply  in  a  manufacturing  sense,  but  to  the 
landowner  in  a  large  section  of  the  country. 

Subsequently  much  other  labor-saving  machin- 
ery was  added  by  Air.  Coupland,  much  of  which  he 
I  invented,  and  he  had  thirty  patents  awarded  him  for 
j  machinery  to  be  used  in  the  manufacture  of  plush 
1  goods.    The  mill  and  entire  plant  superintended  by 
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him  was  a  model  of  neatness,  order,  and  the  adapta- 
tion of  tlie  best  means  to  obtain  the  best  results, 
showing  that  'Sir.  Coupland  also  had  tine  adminis- 
trative ability  as  well  as  inventive  talent,  which  gave 
him  a  place  among  the  foremost  mill  men  of  the 
country. 

Mr.  Coupland  was  a  public-spirited  citizen  and 
responded  generously  to  appeals  for  contributions 
for  the  advancement  of  local  enterprises.  He  espe- 
cially gave  liberally  for  the  public  library,  and  only 
a  couple  of  weeks  before  his  death,  when  the  editor 
of  the  Record  asked  him  what  would  be  the  charge 
for  the  use  of  the  opera  house  two  evenings,  for  an 
entertainment  for  the  benefit  of  the  public  library, 
immediately  replied,  "Xothing  if  it  is  for  the  benefit 
€)f  the  library."  He  was  especially  interested  in  the 
proposed  electric  road  to  Ansonia,  which  he  believed 
would  be  for  the  good  of  the  public.  He  was  the 
leader  in  the  formation  of  the  Tingue  Manufactur- 
ing Co.,  which  for  twenty  years  has  carried  on  the 
manufacture  of  plush  goods  here,  one  of  the  leading 
industries  of  the  place.  The  political  affiliations  of 
Mr.  Coupland  were  with  the  Democratic  party,  buit 
in  no  sense  was  he  a  partisan.  He  was  a  prominent 
Freemason  and  belonged  to  the  Order  of  Elks. 

At  a  special  meeting  of  the  directors  of  the 
Tingue  Manufacturing  Co.,  held  in  Seymour  on 
Saturday,  April  27,  iqoi,  the  following  minute  con- 
cerning the  death  of  ]\Ir.  Coupland  was  adopted 
and  passed : 

The  directors  of  this  company  have  learned  with  deep 
regret  and  sorrow  of  the  death  of  their  fellow  director, 
Charles  Coupland,  which  occurred  at  his  home  in  Sey- 
mour on  the  25th  day  of  .\pril,   looi. 

Mr.  Coupland  has  been  connected  with  this  company 
since  its  organization  in  lS8r.  From  its  beginning  he  has 
been  one  of  its  directors  and  the  superintendent  of  its 
manufacturing  business.  Since  18S5  he  has  been  its  treas- 
urer and  the  general  manager  of  its  affairs  in  Seymour.  He 
from  the  first,  has  given  to  its  service  his  time  and  his 
talents  unstintedly,  and  his  experience  and  technical  skill 
and  ability  in  all  that  pertained  to  the  business  of  manu- 
facturing have  been  of  great  value  to  the  corporation.  In 
his  death  the  corporation  loses  a  valuable  and  faithful 
servant  whom  it  can  ill  spare  at  this  time:  and  we,  his 
fellow  directors,  have  lost  a  friend  and  trusted  adviser 
whose  genial  presence  at  our  meetings  we  shall  greatly 
miss. 

We  tender  to  his  family  our  warmest  sympathy  in 
their  sorrow  over  this  sudden  and  sad  bereavement.  1 

We  direct  that  this  minute  shall  be  entered  upon  our  ■ 
records  as  a  brief  memorial  of  our  sense  of  loss  in  the  1 
death  of  Mr.  Coupland ;  and  that  a  copy  thereof  be  pub-  i 
lished  in  the  newspapers  and  sent  to  his  family.  j 

On  July  14,  1890,  Mr.  Coupland  was  married  to  1 

Mrs.    Ada    M.    Jewett,    daughter   of    George    and  1 

Eunice    (West)     Gates,  of    Norwich,    Conn.,  and  : 

widow  of  Dr.  Thomas  B.  Jewett,  of  Derby.    By  her  ' 

first  marriage  IVIrs.  Coupland  had  one  child,  Thomas  i 

E.     Mr.  Coupland  had  one  daughter,  Isabelle  M.,  | 

now  the  wife  of  Dr.  G.  Wilinot,  of  New  Haven,  j 

by  a  previous  marriage.     Mr.   Coupland's  greatest  I 

pleasuTe   was    in    fine   horses,   of   which   he   owned  , 

several.  i 


DELOS  HOTCHKISS    (deceased),  who  dur- 
ing life  was  one  of  the  most  prominent  agriculturists 
and  highly  respected  citizens  of  Cheshire,  was  born 
on  a  farm  in  tnat  town  in  1802,  and  was  descended 
I  from  one  of  the  oldest  and  best  families  of  New  Ha- 
I  yen  county. 

Josephus  Hotchkiss,  his  father,  was  a  native  of 
the  town  of  Prospect,  and  when  a  young  man  came 
to  Cheshire,  where  he  engaged  in  farming  through- 
out the  remainder  of  his  life.  His  remains  were  in- 
terred in  Cheshire  cemetery.  He  married  Sarah 
Benham,  and  to  them  were  born  the  following  chil- 
dren:  Benona,  who  died  in  Kentuckv;  Lois,  wife 
of  Alfred  Blakeslee ;  Sarah,  wife  of  Uillis  Larra- 
bee;  Delos,  our  subject;  Alary,  wife  of  William 
Hotchkiss;  and  Emma,  wife  of  Joseph  Doolittle. 
All  are  now  deceased. 

During  his  boyhood  Delos  Hotchkiss  attended 
the  district  schools  and  learned  the  trade  of  shoe- 
making,  which  he  followed  for  many  years.  Dur- 
ing the  winter  season  he  would  travel  through  the 
South,  making  shoes,  going  with  a  number  of  others 
employed  by  a  Air.  Hall,  of  Winsted.  Subsequently 
he  purchased  a  farm  of  100  acres  in  Cheshire,  near 
the  Southington  line,  and  devoted  the  remainder  of 
his  life  to  agricultural  pursuits.  He  made  many  use- 
ful and  vahiable  improvements  upon  his  place,  in- 
cluding the  erection  of  a  fine  residence  and  good 
barn  and  other  outbuildings.  Upon  his  place  was 
the  largest  apple  tree  in  the  state.  It  was  very  old, 
and  during  a  storm  a  few  years  ago  was  blown 
down. 

In  September,  1827,  Mr.  Hotchkiss  was  married, 
in  Cheshire,  to  Miss  Philocia  AIoss,  their  wedding 
taking  place  at  the  residence  of  the  bride's  parents. 
She  was  born  in  Cheshire  Dec.  24,  1807,  a  daughter 
of  Thomas  Doolittle  and  Ruth  (Hale)  AIoss,  and 
belongs  to  old  and  honored  families  of  this  county, 
including  the  AIoss,  Doolittle  and  Hale  families. 
She  is  a  very  intelligent  woman,  and  although  the 
second  oldest  lady  in  Cheshire  still  possesses  all  her 
faculties,  and  is  an  interesting  conversationalist. 
She  is  very  charitable  and  benevolent,  giving  liber- 
ally of  her  means  to  the  poor  and  needy;  she  has 
also  contributed  largely  to  the  children's  home  in 
Mt.  Carmel,  to  the  high  school  in  Cheshire,  and  to 
similar  enterprises.  She  is  a  good  Christian,  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Congregational  Church,  a  kind  neighbor 
and  a  loving  wife  and  mother.  Alary  Philocia,  the 
only  child  of  our  subject  and  his  wife,  makes  her 
home  with  her  mother  in  Cheshire,  and  is  caring  for 
her  in  her  declining  years. 

Mr.  Hotchkiss  was  an  industrious,  hard-working 
man,  upright  and  honorable  in  his  dealings,  and 
temperate  in  his  habits.  The  onlv  society  with  which 
he  was  ever  connected  was  a  temperance  organiza- 
tion. He  was  a  God-fearing  man,  and  an  earnest 
and  faithful  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  in  early  life.  Later  he  joined  the  Wesleyan 
Alethodists,  because  of  their  Abolition  sentiments. 
In  his  last  years  he  was  an  Adventist.     He  was  a 
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stanch  Abolilionist,  nuich  opposed  to  slaverv,  and  I 
supported  first  the  Whii;^  and  later  the  Republican 
parties.  He  possessed  all  the  requirements  which 
go  to  the  making  of  a  good  citizen,  and  in  his  death 
the  community  realized  that  it  had  lost  one  of  its 
best  and  most  useful  members.  He  died  upon  his 
farm  Oct.  16,  1890,  honored  and  respected  by  all 
who  knew  him,  and  was  laid  to  rest  in  the  Cheshire 
cemetery. 

WILLIAAI  BRYAX,  for  many  years  owner 
and  manager  of  the  "]\Iontowese  House,"  a  popular 
summer  resort  at  Indian  Xeck,  was  born  in  Bran- 
ford  July  16,  1826,  a  son  of  William  and  Irene 
(Bradley)  Bryan. 

Our  subject's  father  was  born  in  1796,  on  board 
an  English  man-o'-war  the  "Diana,"  and  was  a 
son  of  James  Bryan,  who  was  an  officer  in  the 
English  navy,  and  was  at  the  battle  of  Trafalgar; 
he  was  a  lieutenant  under  Lord  Beresford.  For 
bravery  in  that  engagement  he  was  made  a  captain, 
and  he  was  subsequently  appointed  governor  of 
Santa  Cruz,  West  Indies.  William  Bryan,  Sr.,  at 
the  age  of  twelve  years  came  to  Bath,  ]\Iaine.  Serv- 
ing in  the  War  of  1812,  he  took  part  in  the  battle 
of  Lundy's  Lane,  and  was  under  Perry  when  he 
won  the  remarkable  victory  on  Lake  Erie.  At  the 
close  of  the  war  he  settled  in  Xew  Haven,  where 
he  was  later  an  officer  on  the  first  steamboat  plying 
between  that  city  and  Xew  York.  He  was  pilot 
for  a  number  of  years,  and  in  1819  settled  in  Bran- 
ford.  From  that  point  IMr.  Bryan  engaged  in 
coastwise  trading  along  the  Atlantic  shore.  He 
married  Irene  Bradley,  a  daughter  of  Timothy  and 
Irene  (Gordon)  Bradley,  and  a  granddaughter  of 
Timothy  and  Sarah  (Goodsell)  Bradley.  Her 
mother's  parents  were  Capt.  Alexander  and  Irene 
Gordon.  The  children  of  William  and  Irene  (Brad- 
ley) Bryan  were:  X'ancy,  who  was  twice  mar- 
ried, first  to  John  Alorton,  second  to  Malachi  Lin- 
sley ;  James ;  William ;  Harriet,  who  married 
Charles  Barker;  Bradley;  Alden  P.;  and  William. 
William  Bryan,  Sr.,  died  in  1887. 

William  Bryan,  whose  name  introduces  this  arti- 
cle, was  born  in  Bran  ford,  where  he  has  always  re- 
sided. In  1 85 1  he  went  to  California,  where  he  was 
engaged  in  mining  for  two  years.  Returning  to 
Connecticut  he  bought  a  vessel  and  engaged  in  the 
coast  trade  between  X'ew  York  and  Branford  from 
1854  to  i860.  In  1863  he  became  proprietor  of  the 
"Totoket  House,"  in  Branford,  where  he  continued 
for  three  years.  In  1866  ]Mr.  Bryan  put  up  the 
"Montowese  House,"  at  Indian  X''eck,  one  of  the 
most  pleasantly  situated  summer  hotels  on  the 
Connecticut  coast,  and  one  of  the  best  patronized 
along  the  coast.  In  the  management  of  this  he  has 
been  very  successful,  and  has  built  up  a  name  for 
himself  as  a  landlord  that  does  him  credit. 

Mr.  Bryan  was  married  in  1848  to  Miss  Lydia 
A.,  daughter  of  Timothy  Wells  Palmer,  of  X'orth 
Branford,  and  they  have  three  children,  Scott  M., 


Xancy  E.  and  William  A.  William  A.  Bryan  is.  the 
manager  of  the  "Kenihvorth  Inn,"  at  Biltniore, 
Aslieville,  X^  C,  and  of  his  father's  hotel,  "The 
>.lontowese,"  at  Indian  Neck. 

Air.  Bryan  belongs  to  the  Masonic  Fraternity, 
being  a  charter  member  of  Widows  Sons  Lodge,  F. 
&  A.  M.,  at  Branford.  In  religion  he  is  a  member 
of  the  Episcopal  Church.  In  politics  he  is  a  Demo- 
crat, but  holds  strongly  to  the  gold  standard.  With 
a  wide  experience  in  the  world,  he  has  made  a  multi- 
tude of  friends,  all  over  the  country,  who  have 
pleasant  memories  of  the  hospitality  he  has  so  cor- 
dially extended  to  them. 

DWIGHT  L.  SMITH,  for  over  thirty  years 
superintendent  of  the  factory  of  the  Waterbury 
Buckle  Co.,  is  one  of  the  most  respected  residents 
of  Waterbury,  where  he  has  been  especially  active 
in  religious  and  benevolent  enterprises. 

Air.  Smith  was  born  in  Waterbury  Alarch  4, 
1839,  son  of  Lyman  P.  Smith,  who  was  born  in  the 
town  of  Prospect,  and  died  in  1846,  at  the  age  of 
thirty-five.  When  a  young  man  Lyman  P.  Smith 
worked  in  Waterbury,  and  later  in  the  cotton  mill 
at  Ouassebaug  Lake,  in  Aliddlebury.  Alarilla  San- 
ford,  his  wife,  was  born  in  Wolcott,  Conn.,  daugh- 
ter of  Truman  and  Anna  (Curtis)  Sanford,  also  of 
Wolcott.  the  former  of  whom  was  a  cooper  by 
trade.  Airs.  Smith  died  in  W'aterbury.  where  she 
and  her  husband  reared  their  family  of  three  chil- 
dren:  Dwight  L.,  our  subject;  Rhoda  A.,  who  mar- 
ried Wallace  E.  Peck,  and  lives  in  Waterbury ;  and 
Sarah  J.,  who  married  Franklin  H.  Wheeler,  of 
Aliddleburv. 

Dwight   L.    Smith   was   reared    in    Waterbury, 
where  he  attended  the  district  school  on  East  Alain 
street.     For  three  years  subsequently  he  studied  at 
Middlebury,  and  he  finished  his  literary  training  at 
the  academy  at  Waterbury  Center,  when  he  was  six- 
teen years  old.     The  first  work  he  did  for  himself 
was  in  the  factory  of  the  Hotchkiss  &  Alerriman 
Alanufacturing  Co.,  where  he  was  engaged  at  mak- 
ing suspender  buckles.     Upon  the  formation  of  the 
Waterbury  Buckle  Co.,  in  1855,  he  entered  the  em- 
ploy of  the  new  firm,  and  has  practically  never  left 
them.       For  more  than  thirty  years   he   has   been 
,   superintendent    of    the    factory.     During   his    con- 
1  nection  with  the  Buckle  Co.  he  has   seen  it  grow 
from  a  small  industry,  giving  employment  to  less 
;  than  fifty  hands,  to  one  of  the  leading  concerns  in 
!  this  line  in  the  country,  employing  over  five  hundred 
I  people.   He  has  taken  out  numerous  patents,  most  of 
them  in  connection  with  his  line  of  business,  and  his 
I  inventions  have  had  an  important  part  in  the  success 
I  which  has  been  attained  by  the  Buckle  Co.,  under 
1  the   wise   and   conservative    management   of    Earl 
Smith,  who  has   been   for  so  many  years   genera) 
:  manager  of  the  concern. 

!         On    Dec.  24,   1862,  Mr.    Smith    married    Aliss 

Helen  AI.  Latta,  who  was  born  in  Thompsonville, 

I  Conn.,   daughter  of    James  and    Jane     (Kenyon) 
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Latta ;  her  father  was  from  Scotland.  To  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Smith  have  been  born  three  children  :  Howard, 
Albert  D.  and  Idella  M.,  of  whom  Howard  died 
when  only  two  years  old.  Albert  D.  is  secretary  of 
the  Springlield  Knitting  Co.,  at  Springfield,  }vlass. ; 
he  married  ^linnie  J.  Baker,  daughter  of  Augustus 
and  Susan  Baker.     Idella  M.  is  single. 

Mr.  Smith  is  a  Republican  politically.  In  church 
affairs  he  is  a  pronounced  Baptist,  and  for  many 
years  has  acted  as  superintendent  of  the  Sunday- 
school  and  as  a  deacon  of  that  church.  Albert  D. 
Smith  is  superintendent  of  a  Sunday-school  in 
Springfield.  Dwight  L.  Smith  is  actively  associated 
with  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.,  and  has  been  since  its  es- 
tablishment in  Waterbury ;  he  was  its  president  for 
three  years.  Mr.  Smith  organized  a  mission  at 
Hopeville,  and  was  superintendent  of  its  Sunday- 
school  for  many  years.  Through  his  zeal  and  wis- 
'  dom  many  country  missions  have  been  founded. 
He  is  vice-president  of  the  Boys'  Club  of  Water- 
bury. 

SA:\IUEL  root,  of  Waterbury,  although  born 
in  Susquehanna  county.  Pa.,  April  ii,  1833,  de- 
scends from  one  of  the  oldest  of  Connecticut's  Puri- 
tan families,  and  traces  his  pedigree  in  the  State  to 
1640,  when  John  Root  came  from  England  and 
made  Farmington  his  place  of  settlement.  He  mar- 
ried Frances  Kilbourne,  and  died  in  1684,  while  his 
wife  survived  until  1697.  Their  children  were 
named  as  follows:  John,  Samuel,  Thomas.  Mary, 
Stephen,  Susannah,  Joseph  and  Caleb.  Thomas 
Root,  a  brother  of  John,  had  come  to  America  in 
1637,  and  settled  at  Hartford  :  another  Thomas  Root 
settled  in  Salem.  ]Mass.,  about  the  same  time,  but 
the  relationship  between  them  is  not  known. 

Caleb  Root,  son  of  John,  married  Elizabeth  Salo- 
mon for  his  first  wife,  and  a  Aliss  Gillette  for  his 
second,  and  died  in  171 2.  His  children  were  'Mary, 
Caleb,  Thomas,  ElizalDeth  and  Samuel. 

Samuel  Root,  son  of  Caleb,  married  Elizabeth 
Prindle,  and  came  to  Waterbury,  where  he  died  in 
1778.  His  children  were  named  Mercy,  Samuel, 
Enos.  Joseph,  Elijah  and  Solomon. 

Enos  Roo\  son  of  Samuel,  was  born  in  Water- 
bury March  26.  1753.  He  married  Martha  Roberts, 
lived  in  Waterburv.  then  in  Bristol,  but  returned  to 
Waterbury,  where  he  died  in  August,  1820,  and  his 
wife  on  Oct.  24.  1824.  Their  children  were  Moses, 
Samuel.  Levia.  Chaunre^-    Elias  and  Enos  P. 

Enos  P.  Root,  son  of  Enos,  was  bom  in  Water- 
bury Nov.  30.  1792.  In  1816  he  married  Maria 
Downs,  a  daughter  of  John  Downs,  of  Waterbury, 
and  they  became  the  parents  of  seven  children,  viz.: 
Charlotte.  Albert  A.,  .Anson  A.,  ^Mary  M.,  Samuel. 
Willard  E.  and  Jane.  Of  this,  the  immediate  family, 
Charlotte  (now  deceased)  became  the  wife  of  The- 
ron  Beech,  and  for  her  second  husband  married  Rev. 
Mr.  Baldwin  :  Albert  A.  went  to  Pennsylvania,  fol- 
lowed his  trade  of  carpenter  and  joiner,  and  there 
passed  the  remainder  of  his  life;  Anson  A.  is  a  re- 


tired merchant  of  Woodbury;  Mary  AI.  is  the  de- 
ceased wife  of  Rev.  W.  P.  Gibson,  of  the  Congre- 
gational Church ;•  Samuel  is  mentioned  below;  \\  il- 
lard  E.,  a  mechanic,  died  young;  and  Jane  (de- 
ceased) was  married  to  Rev.  Richard  Crittenden,  a. 
Congregational  clergyman.  Enos  P.  Root,  tlie  la- 
ther of  this  family,  who  was  a  contractor  and  build- 
er, passed  many  years  in  the  Keystone  State,  closnig 
his  days  in  Springville,  Susquehanna  Co.,  Pa.,  dving 
Xov.  7,  1852.  In  politics  he  was  first  a  Whig,  and 
on  the  disintegration  of  that  party  became  a  Repub- 
lican. 

Samuel  Root,  whose  pedigree  has  been  given  in. 
the  foregoing,  lived  in  Springville,  Pa.,  until  six- 
teen years  of  age,  and  there  received  his  education. 
He  then  came  to  Waterville,  a  suburb  of  Water- 
bury, and  worked  in  a  cutlery  factory  until  1853, 
when  he  went  to  California,  via  the  Isthmus,  with 
$600  in  his  pocket.  After  one  year  he  returned  with 
$1,  and  felt  himself  fortunate  in  securing  work  in  a 
cutlery  factory  in  Xaugatuck,  where  he  remained 
two  years.  He  was  next  employed  for  three  years 
by  the  Wheeler  &  Wilson  Manufacturing  Co.,  at 
Bridgeport;  and  then,  after  six  months  in  a  woolen 
factory  in  Norfolk,  Conn.,  he  went  to  work  on  his 
own  account,  selling  cutlery  and  plated  ware  on  the 
road  for  eight  years.  He  then  purchased  a  cutlery 
shop  on  the  outskirts  of  Middleburv',  and  manufac- 
tured cutlery,  including  pocket  ware,  for  twenty-one 
years,  but  has  now  practically  retired,  employing  his 
time  in  looking  after  his  real-estate  interests. 

Mr.  Root  has  been  twice  married.  On  Dec.  2, 
1863,  he  wedded  H.  Vienna  Fenn,  a  daughter  of 
Harris  and  Jane  E.  Fenn.  One  son  blessed  this 
union,  Linford  F.,  born  Xov.  22,  1868,  who  is  now 
a  lawyer  of  considerable  prominence,  and  the  pres- 
ent clerk  of  the  district  court.  The  wife  and  mother 
passed  away  Xov.  7,  1887.  On  Jan.  8,  1889,  Mr. 
Root  married  'Sirs.  Mary  Root,  widow  of  Frank 
Root,  a  son  of  Anson  A.  Root,  brother  of  our  sub- 
ject. Bv  her  first  marriage  Mrs.  Root  is  the  mother 
of  one  son,  Clifford  Anson,  born  Jan.  19,  1884,  and 
now  a  student  in  the  Military  Academy  a^  Peekskill. 
N.  Y.  By  his  second  marriaee  Samuel  Root  has 
become  the  father  of  three  children,  viz. :  Herbert 
S.,  born  Oct.  17.  1889;  Barbara  S.,  born  Sept.  19, 
1890:  and  James  H.,  born  April  i,  1893,  all  of  whom 
are  in  school. 

Mrs.  Mary  Root  is  a  daughter  of  James  and 
Caroline  (Capewell)  Stone,  the  former  a  native  of 
Woodburv.  Conn.,  and  the  latter  of  X^'ew  York  City. 
Sheldon  Stone,  father  of  James,  was  a  carpenter,  and 
of  English  extraction,  and  George  Capewell,  father 
of  Mrs.  Caroline  Stone,  was  one  of  three  brothers — 
Mark.  Georsfe  and  Joseph — who  came  from  Birm- 
ingham, England. 

In  politics  Samuel  Root  is  a  Republican,  and  has 
served  one  vear  as  a  member  of  the  common  council, 
and  for  some  time  on  the  board  of  compensation. 
Fraternallv  he  is  a  Freemason,  affiliatincr  with  Har- 
mony Lodge,  X'o.  44,  Waterbury,  and  he  is  also  a: 
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member  of  the  W'aterbury  Club.  Mrs.  Root  is  a 
member  of  the  Episcopal  Church,  which  Mr.  Root 
also  attends.  No  family  in  W'aterbury  is  more 
highly  esteemed   for  personal  merits. 

JOSEPH  E.  AND  ELI  T.  DUDLEY,  of  Guil- 
ford, are  lineal  descendants  of  (V)  Xathaniel  Dud- 
ley, a  farmer  of  Clapboard  Hill  District,  Guilford, 
who  was  the  fourth  son  of  (I\')  Caleb  Duelled- 
((HI)  Caleb,  (H)  Josenh,  ( i  )'\Villiam )  and  Han- 
nah (Stone),  as  set  forth  in  tiie  genealogy  of  the 
Dudley  family,  given  elsewhere. 

(V)  Nathaniel  Dudley  was  born  Oct.  3,  1745, 
and  died  Feb.  21,  1826.  He  married,  March  12, 
1777,  Mary  Hart,  born  Aug.  17,  1751,  and  died  Feb. 
6,  1841,  aged  eighty-nine,  the  daughter  of  Thomas 
Hart  (Rev.  John,  Thomas,  Stephen)  and  Concur- 
rence Bartlett  (Ebenezer,  Daniel,  George).  He 
lived  with  his  father  in  a  house  built  by  his  grand- 
father, Caleb  Dudley,  probably  about  1700.  He  had 
four  children:  (i)  Xathaniel,  born  Xov.  15,  1777, 
died  Sept.  7,  1795,  unmarried.  (2)  Lois,  born  July 
II,  1779,  died  Sept.  9.  i860,  unmarried.  (3)  John, 
a  sketch  of  whom  follows.  (4)  Eunice,  born  Feb. 
26,  1784,  married  May  25,  1807,  George  Bushnell, 
of  Saybrook,  and  died  Dec.  15,  1825. 

(VI)  John  Dudley,  a  farmer  of  Clapboard  Hill 
District,  son  of  Xathaniel  and  Mary  (Hart)  Dud- 
ley, lived  in  the  house  with  his  father.  He  was  born 
Jan.  25,  1782,  married  Jan.  24,  1805,  Sarah  Lee, 
born  Dec.  30,  1780,  died  Dec.  27,  1849.  daughter  of 
Elon  and  Deborah  ( Johnson )  Lee.  They  had  five 
children:  (i)  Hooker,  born  Oct.  i,  1806,  died  Aug. 
21,  1879;  on  Oct.  16,  1831,  he  married  Mary  Evarts, 
who  was  bom  May  22,  1806,  daughter  of  Xathaniel 
Evarts  and  Julia  (Parmelee),  of  X'utplains  Dis- 
trict, and  died  Feb.  20,  1895.  (2)  Elon,  bom  Alay 
I,  1808.  died  April  8,  1883,  at  Angelica,  Xew  York; 
married  Dec.  21,  1831,  Fanny  S.  Latham,  born  June 
I,  1812.  (3)  John  (father  of  Joseph  E.  and  Eli 
T.),  sketch  of  whom  appears  later.  (4)  Horace, 
born  ]\Iarch  16,  1812,  died  June  12,  1885;  married 
April  30,  1837.  Hannah  Amanda  Dudley,  bom  April 
10,  1816,  died  Oct.  4,  1899.  daughter  of  Timothy 
Dudley  and  Hannah  (Bartlett).  (5)  Ruth,  bom 
June  4,  1814.  died  May  5,  1895  :  married  Xov.  28, 
1838.  John  Xorton,  bom  Sept.  19,  1802,  died  Oct. 
17,  1839,  son  of  Eber  X'orton  and  Mabel  (Evarts). 
Thev  had  one  son,  Deacon  John  William,  born  Oct. 
19,  1839. 

Amos  Dudley,  bom  X^'ov.  3.  17.17,  was  the 
youngest  son  of  Caleb  and  Hannah  (Stone)  Dud- 
ley. He  was  a  farmer,  and  lived  at  Clanboard  H'll 
in  a  house  which  stood  just  east  of  the  home  of 
Joseph  E.  Dudley.  He  married  Feb.  27.  1771,  ]Mary 
Evarts,  daughter  of  Eleazcr  Evarts  (Samuel.  Ju- 
dah,  John)  and  Hannah  (Scranton).  She  died  Aug. 
23.  1797-  They  had  six  children.  He  married  (sec- 
ond) July  15,  1799.  Deborah  (Johnson),  widow  of 
Elon  Lee.    They  had  one  child. 

Children  of  Amos  and  Marv  (Evarts)  Dudley: 
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(t)  Amos,  sketch  of  whom  follows.  (2)  Timothy, 
sketch  of  whom  follows,  i,;^)  Mary,  born  Oct.  16, 
1778,  died  Oct.  I,  1840,  unmarried.  (4j  William, 
born  Sept.  17,  1780,  died  July  16,  1845;  niarried 
Feb.  8,  1808,  Deborah  Lee,  daughter  of  Elon  Lee 
and  Deborah  (Johnson).  (5  )  Russell,  born  Oct.  24, 
1787,  died  in  1854;  he  went  to  Richmond,  Va. ;  max-  i 
ried  Jan.  18,  1813,  Mary  Baldwin.  (6)  Daniel,  born  ; 
in  1792,  died  Dec.  31,  1846,  unmarried.  By  his  sec- 
ond wife,  Deborah,  Amos  Dudley  had  one  child,  (7) 
Betsey,  bom  in  December,  1800,  who  married  Jan. 
I,  1821,  William  Chittenden,  born  May  5,  1797,  died 
Aug.  I,  1880,  son  of  Amos  Chittenden  and  Jerusha 
(Graves).  They  had  five  children — Betsey  Eliza, 
bom  March  2,  1822,  married  Sidney  A.  Dowd. 
Amos,  bom  Aug.  4,  1824,  married  Harriet  Case. 
Mary,  born  July  9,  1827,  married  David  D.  Carter. 
Lydia,  bom  Jan.  30,  1831,  died  Dec.  7,  1854.  unmar- 
ried. Catherine,  born  Aug.  I,  1835,  married  Joseph 
L.  Scranton. 

(VI)  Amos  Dudley,  bom  Dec.  31,  1771,  son  of 
Amos  and  Alary  (Evarts)  Dudley,  married  (first) 
April  18,  1798,  Anna  Shelley,  who  died  July  16, 
1 801,  aged  thirty-one.  They  had  two  children:  (i) 
Henry,  sketch  of  whom  follows.  (2)  Jonathan, 
born  Nov.  8,  1800,  died  Jan.  27,  i860;  married  Feb. 
13,  1823,  Eliza  Holmes,  who  died  Feb.  18,  1856. 

(VII)  Henry  Dudley,  bom  March  9.  1799,  died 
X^ov.  12,  1862.  He  was  the  eldest  son  of  Amos  Dud- 
ley (Amos,  Caleb,  Caleb,  Joseph,  William)  and  his 
first  wife,  Anna  (Shelley).  He  built  and  lived  in 
the  house  east  of  Charles  A.  Dudley's,  now  the  home 
of  Joseph  Grosvencmr.  He  married  May  14,  1823, 
\'esta  Bradley,  who  died  Jan.  18,  1882.  They  had 
four  children:  (i)  Anna  M..  born  April  15,  1824, 
married  George  Shelley,  who  was  killed  by  light- 
ning Sept.  20,  1856.  (2)  Deborah,  bom  Sept.  i, 
1831,  died  April  7,  1840.  (3)  Henry  Bradley,  bom 
March  9,  1834,  married  June  29,  1864,  Clarissa 
Evarts.  (4)  Louisa  Deborah,  born  June  6,  1843, 
died  Nov.  22,  1879;  she  married  April  9,  1862,  Ed- 
mund J.  Field,  born  Jan.  9,  1840,  who  fell  at  An- 
tietam,  Sept.  18,  1862. 

(VI)  Timothy  Dudlev,  born  Dec.  16,  1775,  died 
Aug.  27,  1819.  He  married  April  24,  1809.  Han- 
nah Bartlett,  daughter  of  Joseph  Bartlett  (Joseph, 
Abraham,  George)  and  Sarah  (Cruttenden).  They 
had  four  children:  (i)  Justin,  bom  .A.pril  2,  1810, 
(lied  .\pril  3,  1888.  unmnrried.  (2)  Alary  Ann,  born 
Feb.  7,  1813,  died  April  i,  1900,  unmarried.  (3) 
Hannah  Amanda,  born  .\pril  to,  1816,  died  Oct.  4, 
1800:  married  .\pril  30,  1837,  Horace  Dudley 
( Tolm.  X'athanien.  (4)  Sarah,  born  April  17, 
1819,  married  Dec.  9,  1840.  John  Dudley  (John, 
X'athaniel). 

(Vin  John  Dudlev.  son  of  (VI)  John  and  Sa- 
rah (Lee)  Dudlev,  born  Dec.  20,  i8oq,  received  a 
liberal  education, .and  was  a  nrosperous  agriculturist 
following  general  farming  all  his  life  on  the  home- 
stead. In  politics  he  was  first  a  Whir,  later  a  Re- 
publican, and  served  in  several  local  offices,  such  as- 
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selectman,  assessor,  etc.  In  religious  faith  he  was  a 
member  of  the  Congregational  Church  of  Guilford. 
He  died  July  i,  1893,  and  was  interred  in  Alder- 
brook  cemetery,  Guilford. 

On  Dec.  9,  1840,  in  Guilford,  John  Dudley  mar- 
ried Sarah  Dudley,  born  April  17,  1819,  daughter 
of  Timothy  Dudley  and  Hannah  (Bartlett).  "Mrs. 
Dudley  is  yet  living,  at  the  advanced  age  of  eighty- 
two  years,  and  is  much  respected  and  beloved  for 
her  many  Christian  virtues.  She  is  the  mother  of 
children  as  follows:  Eunice  Amelia,  born  June  6, 
1842,  who  died  Oct.  20,  1842;  Joseph  Edward  and 
Eli  Timothy,  sketches  of  whom  follow ;  Fanny 
Amelia,  born  Nov.  26,  1848,  living  at  home :  Lewis 
Richard,  born  Xov.  19,  1854,  who  married  Aug.  24, 
1880,  Xora  Serviss,  and  lives  in  West  Salem,  La- 
Crosse  Co.,  Wisconsin. 

(VIII)  Joseph  E.  Dudley  was  born  Dec. 
30,  1843,  at  Dudleytown.  Guilford,  received  a  liberal 
district-school  education,  and  since  his  father's' 
death  has  been  operating  the  homestead.  In  poli- 
tics he  is  a  Republican,  and  in  religious  faith  a  Con- 
^egationalist.  He  is  unmarried,  filially  caring  for 
his  mother  in  her  old  age. 

(VHI)      Eli     Timothy     Dudley,     bom     on 
the  old  homestead  April  17,  1846.  received  a  good 
common  school  education,  and  took  up  the  occupa- 
tion of  his  forefathers.     At  the  age  of  twentv-three  j 
years    he    commenced    farming   on    the   L.    Dudley  | 
place,  at  Guilford,  near  the  homestead,  where  he  ' 
made  many  improvements,  remaining  there  twenty- 
five  years.     In  1804  he  repioved  to  the  Georee  Dud- 
ley place,  on  Clapboard  Hill,  and  has  since  been  en- 
gaged in  farming  there.    He  still  owns  the  property 
at  Guilford.    Like  all  the  Dudley  family  he  is  a  pro- 
nounced Republican.    In  religious  connection  he  is  a  | 
member  of  the  First  Congregational  Church.  ' 

On  May  5,  1869.  in  Guilford.  Eli  T.  Dudley  mar- 
ried Caroline   AI.  Wilcox,  who  was  born  Feb.  27, 
1847,  daughter  of  Alfred  Xelson  and  Caroline  A.  ', 
(Munger)  W^ilcox,  the  former  of  whom  was  a  car- 
penter and  builder  by  occuDation  :  during  the  Civil 
war  he  served  as  sergeant  of  Company  G.  14th  Conn. 
V.  I.     A  brief  record  of  the  two  chilrlren  of  Eli  T.  1 
and  Caroline  M.    (Wilcox)    Dudley   is  as   follows:  j 
(i)  William  Alfred,  born  Sept.  13.  1874,  is  farming 
near   his    father's   homestead.      He   married    Louva 
Redfield.  of  Madison,  and  has  one  child.  Carrie  Red- 
field.     (2)  Amy  Louisa,  born  Jan.  23,  1878.  resides 
at  home.    The  entire  Dudley  family  rank  among  the  j 
most    prominent    and    progressive   of    Xew    Haven 
county,  and  well  merit  the  esteem  and  respect  of  the 
community.  | 

TOHX'  R.  PLATT,  a  prominent  and  successful 
agriculturist  of  Prospect,  is  a  veteran  of  the  Civil 
•war,  and  bears  an  honorable  record  for  brave  ser- 
vice in  the  c-iuse  of  freedom  and  unjon.  In  the  paths 
of  peace  he  has  also  won  an  enviable  reputation  be- 
cause of  the  sterling  qualities  which  go  to  the  mak- 
ing of  a  good  citizen. 


Mr.  Piatt  was  born,  .March  13,  1824,  in  the 
town  where  he  still  lives,  and  belongs  to  one  of  the 
best-known  and  oldest  families  of  Xew  Haven 
county.  Richard  Piatt,  the  first  of  the  name  to 
come  to  the  Xew  World,  was  born  in  Hertfordshire 
England,  and  was  a  son  of  Joseph  Piatt,  who  spent 
his  entire  life  in  that  country.  On  his  emigration  to 
America,  in  1639,  Richard  Piatt  located  in  Milford, 
Conn.,  where  he  spent  the  remainder  of  his  life' 
dying  there  in  1684.  His  son,  Josiah  Piatt,  was 
born  and  baptized  in  .Milford,  Xov.  15,  1645,  and  on 
reaching  manhood  engaged  in  farming  there  until 
his  death,  which  occurred  Jan.   i,   1724.     On  Dec 

2,  1669,  in  Alilford,  he  married  Sarah  Canfield,  who 
lived  and  died  in  that  town.  Their  son,  Joseph 
Piatt,  was  baptized  June  15,  1693,  and  passed  his 
entire  life  in  .Milford.  He  was  married,  Jan.  16, 
1720,  to  Mehitable  Fenn,  who  also  died  in  Mil- 
ford.     Their  son,  Joseph,  was  born  in  Alilford  Xov. 

3,  1724,  and  died  there  Aug.  30,  1806.  Bv  occupa- 
tion he  was  a  farmer.  He  married  Hannah  Buck- 
ingham, a  relative  of  Governor  Buckingham.  Ben- 
jamin Piatt,  son  of  Joseph,  Jr.,  and  grandfather 
of  our  subject,  was  iborn  in  1756,  and  mar- 
ried .Abigail  Green.  He  served  as  a  soldier  in 
the  Revolutionary  war  under  Capt.  Charles  Smith, 
in  Gen.  Waterbury's  brigade,  and  participated  in 
the  battle  of  Danbury.  He  was  made  lame  for  life 
during  his  service. 

Benjamin  Piatt,  Jr.,  the  father  of  our  subject, 
was  born  in  1782,  and  when  a  young  man  came  to 
Prospect,  where  he  continued  to  make  his  home 
throughout  life,  spending  his  last  vears  with  his 
children.  He  died  at  the  home  of  his  daughter, 
Mrs.  Alary  Ann  Clark,  of  East  Hampton.  Mass., 
and  was  buried  in  Prospect  cemetery.  He  was  a 
successful  man,  an  earnest  member  of  the  Congrega- 
tional Church,  and  quite  prominent  and  influenttal. 
For  three  terms  he  represented  his  town  in  the 
State  Legislature,  also  served  as  selectman  and  as- 
sessor, and  filled  other  local  offices.  On  Jan.  22, 
1800,  he  married  Aliss  Nancy  Bristol,  a  daughter 
of  Xathan  and  Anna  (Lambert)  Bristol.  She  died 
in  1862,  and  was  also  laid  to  rest  in  Prospect  ceme- 
tery. To  them  were  born  twelve  children,  namelv: 
Alark,  deceased;  Alary  Ann,  wife  of  Jason  Clark, 
of  East  Ham.pton,  Alass. ;  Benjamin,  deceased; 
Xancy,  deceased  wife  of  Hugh  Kilso ;  Henrv,  who 
died  in  infancy;  Adelia.  wife  of  Luther  Morse; 
Henry,  Harris  and  William,  all  deceased;  Jane; 
John  R.,  our  subject ;  and  Augusta,  wife  of  Henry 
Stephens. 

Reared  upon  the  home  farm,  John  R.  Piatt  ac- 
quired his  education  in  the  district  schools  of  that 
locality,  and  on  leaving  the  parental  roof,  at  the  age 
of  seventeen,  he  worked  in  a  clock  shoo  at  Plymouth 
for  a  short  time,  after  which  he  took  up  the  car- 
penter's trade  and  followed  it  until  after  the  Civil 
war  broke  out.  Prompted  hv  a  spirit  of  patriotism, 
he  enlisted  in  .Vugust,  1862,  for  three  years,  in  Com- 
pany A,  20th  Conn.  V.  I.,  under  Col.  Ross  and  Capt. 
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Timothy  Gilford.     His  command  was  assigned  to   ' 
the  I2th  Army  Corps.     He  participated  in  the  battle   ! 
of  Gettysburg-,  and  was  with  Sherman  on  his  cele-   i 
brated  marcli  to  tlie  sea  and  all  through  the  Atlanta   ' 
campaign,    taking    part    in    various    battles.        For   I 
meritorious  service  on  field  of  battle  he  was  pro- 
moted to  the  rank  of  lieutenant,  and  when  the  war 
ended  and  his  services  were  no  longer  needed  hf 
was  honorably  discharged.     He  was  in  :he  grand 
review  at  Washington,  D.  C,  and  was  mustered  out 
in   New   Haven.     Returning  to   Prospect,   he  pur- 
chased the  Hughes  farm  of  eighty-seven  acres,  upon 
which  he  has  made  many  substantial  improvements, 
and   where   he   has    since   successfully   engaged    in 
general  farming  and  fruit  growing. 

In  1852  Air.  Piatt  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Miss  Augusta  Carrington,  of  Baltimore,  Aid.,  a 
daughter  of  Xehemiah  Carrington,  a  West  India 
merchant,  and  to  them  were  born  two  children: 
Arthur,  who  died  at  the  age  of  three  and  a  half 
years ;  and  Charles,  who  died  at  the  age  of  eight 
years.  The  wife  and  mother  died  in  Prospect,  and 
was  laid  to  rest  in  the  cemetery  there.  On  Alarch 
29,  1893,  Mr.  Piatt  married  Elizabeth  Hotchkiss, 
a  native  of  Prospect,  a  daughter  ot  Harry  and 
Sarah  (Hoppin)  Hotchkiss,  and  a  granddaughter 
of  Gideon  Hotchkiss.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Piatt  are 
members  of  the  Congregational  Church,  and  are 
highly  esteemed  by  all  who  know  them.  He  is 
a  prominent  member  of  Prospect  Grange,  and  politi- 
cally has  always  affiliated  with  the  Republican  party. 
In  1884  he  represented  the  town  in  the  State  Leg- 
islature, was  selectman  a  number  of  years,  and 
also  filled  the  office  of  assessor,  and  of  constable 
forty  years.  His  official  duties  were  always  dis- 
charged in  a  most  commendable  and  satisfactory 
manner. 

JONAH  C.  PLATT.  An  honorable  ambition, 
sustained  by  practical  ability  and  unyielding  energy, 
is  a  passport  to  success  and  the  biographies  of  our 
leading  citizens  furnish  many  interesting  illustra- 
tions of  the  rule.  It  is  a  pleasure  to  present  to  our 
readers  such  a  forceful  example  as  is  conveyed  in 
the  following  sketch  of  one  of  the  well-known  resi- 
dents of  Ansonia. 

Mr.  Piatt  was  born  Nov.  30.  1832,  in  Milford, 
this  county,  and  comes  of  good  New  England  stock. 
Fiske  Piatt,  our  subject's  grandfather,  was  a  na- 
tive of  Milford,  Conn.,  and  the  greater  portion  of 
his  life  was  spent  there,  engaged  in  farming. 
Through  his  grandmother,  whose  maiden  name  was 
Sarah  Newton,  our  subject  is  descended  from  the 
Newton  family. 

Newton  Piatt,  our  subject's  father,  was  born 
and  reared  in  Milford,  and  engaged  in  farming 
there.  His  death  occurred  at  his  homestead  at  the 
age  of  seventy  years.  He  was  prominent  in  local 
affairs,  holding  various  offices,  and  he  and  his  wit> 
were  active  members  of  the  first  Congregational 
Church.     His  wife,  Anna  Clark,  who  died  at  the 


age  of  sixty-four,  was  born  in  Milford,  the  daugh- 
ter of  Abraham  Clark,  a  well-known  agriculturist, 
and  her  mother,  Aleiiitable  Peck,  was  also  a  native  i 
of  Milford.     Newton  and  Anna  Piatt  had  the  fol-  i 
lowing  children :     Sarah,  Airs.  Clark,  a  widow  re-  ! 
siding  in  Orange,  this  county;  Henry  N.  a  resident  ■ 
of  Alilford;  Adelia  C,  who  married  John  C.  Aler- 
win,  of  Orange    (both  deceased)  ;   Charlotte  Ann, 
who  married  David  N.  Clark,  of  Milford,  and  died 
Oct.    10,    1866    (he    afterward    married    her    sister 
Leonora)  ;  Jonah  C,  our  subject ;  George  F. :  Abram 
C. ;  and  Leonora,  Airs.  Clark. 

At  the  age  of  sixteen  Jonah  C.  Piatt  left  home 
to  learn  the  carpenters'  trade  at  Ansonia,  and  on 
completing  his  apprenticeship  he  followed  the  trade 
as  a  journeyman  for  about  four  years.  Later  he 
was  employed  for  some  time  as  foreman  in  the  same 
shop  in  which  he  had  learned  the  business,  but  he 
then  became  interested  in  raising  garden  seeds,  con- 
tinuing about  eight  years.  The  next  three  years 
were  spent  as  foreman  for  his  old  employer,  and 
for  four  years  he  was  engaged  in  mercantile  busi- 
ness in  a  store  near  his  present  home,  but  he  then 
formed  a  partnership  with  Frederick  Lines  in  the 
carpenters'  trade,  under  the  firm  name  of  F.  A.  Lines 
&  Co.  They  carried  on  a  large  business  for  a  num- 
ber of  years,  keeping  several  workmen  employed, 
and  they  built  many  of  the  important  buildings  in 
Ansonia  and  vicinity.  Air.  Piatt  finally  sold  his  in- 
terest but  did  not  retire  from  business  entirelv,  his 
extensive  real  estate  holdings  requiring  his  atten- 
tion. He  and  his  wife  formerly  owned  a  large 
tract  of  land  which  was  sold  in  building  lots,  and 
they  still  own  six  houses  and  a  store,  all  in  one  block. 
In  the  development  of  other  business  interests  of 
the  city  Air.  Piatt  has  taken  an  active  part  and  he 
has  been  a  director  in  the  Ansonia  Savings  Bank 
since  its  incorporation,  and  is  now  vice-president ; 
he  was  one  of  the  incorporators  of  that  institution. 
At  the  present  time  he  is  the  only  incorporator  who 
is  still  on  the  board  of  directors.  Air.  Piatt  is  also 
a  member  of  George  Washington  Lodge,  No.  82.  F. 
&  A.  AI.  at  Ansonia.  Politically  he  is  a  Republican, 
and  his  fellow  townsmen  have  called  him  to  numer- 
ous official  positions.  In  1884-5  he  was  in  the  Leg- 
islature, and  he  has  served  ten  years,  1889- 1898  on 
the  board  of  selectmen.  For  two  years  he  was  first 
selectman,  and  from  1894  to  the  present  time  he 
has  served  as  assessor  of  .\nsonia,  under  four 
mayors.  In  1884  and  1885  he  was  tax  collector 
of  the  town,  then  a  portion  of  the  town  of  Derby, 
and  in  1886,  18S7  and  1888  he  was  again  appointed 
to  that  office. 

In  1856  Air.  Piatt  married  Aliss  Ellen  L.  Hodge, 
who  was  born  in  the  house  adjoining  their  present 
residence.  She  was  one  of  three  children  of  Ben- 
jamin Hodge,  and  is  now  the  only  survivor  of  the 
family.  Her  father  was  a  highly  respected  citizen 
of  the  town  and  was  engaged  for  many  years  in 
raising  garden  seeds.  Air.  and  Airs.  Piatt  have  had 
five  children,  of  whom  three  are  living:     (i)   An- 
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nie  married  Edward  T.  Vance,  a  druggist  of  Au- 
sonia,  and  has  two  children,  Cljde  (wno  has  at- 
tended Worcester  Academy,  and  is  now  a  student 
of  Yale  College)  and  Helen.  (2)  Frederick  New- 
ton died  when  two  years  old.  (3)  Alfred  C,  a 
druggist,  who  died  at  the  age  of  twenty-four,  mar- 
ried ^\Iiss  Frances  P.  Lambert,  and  had  one  daugh- 
ter, AUie  C.  C4)  Ellen  C.  married  Rev.  William 
H.  L  Houghton,  an  Episcopalian  clergyman,  now 
deceased,  ihey  had  two  children,  Edna  P.  and 
William  H.  (5)  Franklin  B.  is  secretary  of  the 
Ansonia  Electrical  Co.  He  married  Miss  Carrie 
Nettleton,  and  has  one  son,  Franklin  Xewton.  Mrs. 
Piatt  is  a  communicant  of  the  Episcopal  Church, 
and  one  of  the  active  workers  in  the  vicinity. 

SEREXO  BARTHOLOMEW,  one  of  the 
prominent  citizens  of  Wallingford  and  an  active  and 
useful  member  of  the  Congregational  Church,  is  the 
subject  of  this  biography.  Mr.  Bartholomew  was 
born  in  the  old  family  homestead  on  Oct.  2j,  1818.  a 
son  of  Samuel  and  Sylvia  (Howd)  Bartholomew. 
Samuel  Bartholomew  had  but  a  primitive  education 
and  followed  agricultural  pursuits  all  his  days.  Own- 
ing a  farm  of  fifty  acres,  he  continued  to  improve  il-, 
and  he  was  noted  for  his  industry  and  energy,  and 
as  an  example  of  temperate  Christian  living  was 
worthy  of  emulation. 

Deacon  Sereno  Bartholomew  attended  school  in 
East  Farms  and  North  Durham,  worked  on  his 
father's  farm,  and  also  assisted  on  other  farms,  until 
he  was  eighteen  years  old,  at  which  time  he  took 
charge  of  the  homestead,  where  he  has  remained, 
with  the  exception  of  two  years,  which  were  spent 
in  the  factory  of  Hall  &  Elton,  learning  the  trade 
of  silver  plating.  Mr.  Bartholomew  was  one  of  the 
first  in  this  section  to  experiment  successfully  in  to- 
bacco raising,  but  now  he  devotes  a  small  part  of 
his  200  acres  to  the  growing  of  fine  peaches. 

Perhaps  Mr.  Bartholomew  is  better  known  with- 
in the  Congregational  Church  than  in  any  other 
place  in  the  community,  as.  for  thirty-one  years,  he 
has  held  the  office  of  deacon  in  that  body,  with  dig- 
nity and  efficiency.  At  the  age  of  twenty-two,  when 
in  the  strength  of  young  manhood,  he  joined  the 
church  to  which  he  has  been  devoted  during  a  long 
and  useful  life. 

On  Sept.  27,  1847,  in  Middlebury,  Conn., 
Sereno  Bartholomew  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Sarah  A.  Benham,  who  died  in  1886. 
The  children  horn  of  this  union  were :  Cath- 
erine, born  in  1848,  died  in  1865:  and  Franklyn 
M.,  born  in  1855,  married  Harriet  E.  Tibbals  (who 
was  born  in  Durham,  daughter  of  David  and  Nancv 
(Strong)  Tibbals),  and  died  in  1897.  Franklvn 
M.  Bartholomew  grew  up  on  the  farm,  was  edu- 
cated at  a  district  school  until,  at  the  age  of  seven- 
teen, he  spent  two  school  years  at  a  private  school. 
He  was  well  known  throughout  Connecticut  as  be- 
ing prominent  in  Grange  circles,  and  he  was  instru- 
mental in  procuring  the  Grange  storehouse  located 


I  at  the  Air  Line  depot;  and  in  1886  he  was  chosen 

'  purchasing  agent  for  the  Wallingford  Grange,  hold- 

j  ing  the  office  imtil  he  resigned  in -1892.    The  winter 

of   1892  lie  spent   in   the  employ  of  a   well-known 

j  Boston  house,  introducing  feeds  of  various   kinds, 

I  after  which  he  traveled  for  Mr.  Lucien  Sanderson. 

j  of  New  Haven,  Conn.,  mantifacturer  of  chemicals 

and  fertilizers,  and  in  1895  he  was  appointed  by  the 

I  Governor  of    Connecticut   treasurer    of    the   State 

j  Board  of  Agriculture,  which  office  he  held  at  the 

I  time  of  his  death.     The  death  of  the  son  left  his 

'  aged  father  to  the  care  of  his  daughter-in-law,  who 

now  ministers  to  him. 

Deacon  Sereno  Bartholomew  can  look  back  over 
many  years  of  a  well-spent  life.  He  has  always  been 
interested  in  public  affairs,  and  his  political  affilia- 
tions are  with  the  Republican  party.  Hi?  high  char- 
acter has  won  for  him  the  esteem  and  respect  of  the 
entire  community. 

WTLLLA.M  S.  BISHOP,  a  worthy  citizen  aid 
representative  well-to-do  farmer  of  the  town  of 
Madison,  comes  of  a  family  which  has  for  genera- 
tions been  respected  as  contributing  many  useful  and 
substantial  citizens  to  this  section.  John  Bishop, 
the  first  of  the  name  of  whom  we  have  record,  had 
a  son  John,  who  married  Susan  Goldham. 

John  Bishop,  son  of  John  and  Susan  (Goldham  ) . 
torn  in  1655  in  Guilford,  Conn.,  died  there  Nov.  25. 
17:11-  He  was  a  life-long  farmer,  and  a  man  of 
influence  in  the  community.  On  July  3,  1689,  he 
married  Elizabeth  Hitchcock,  who  died  March  14, 
1712,  and  on  Nov.  18,  1713,  he  married  ^Mary  John- 
son, by  whom  he  had  thirteen  children. 

John  Bishop,  eldest  son  of  John,  by  the  first 
marriage,  was  born  Aug.  12.  1692,  in  Guilford, 
where  he  grew  to  manhood.  He  removed  to  East 
Guilford,  w'here  he  passed  the  remainder  of  his 
life,  dying  there  Jan.  28,  1752.  On  July  i,  1719,  he 
married  Abigail  Spinning,  born  May  7,  1699.  died 
Feb.  22,  1 75 1,  and  they  became  the  parents  of  five 
children:     Prudence,  born  July  28,  1722.  died  Aug. 

2.  1740;  Elizabeth,  born  Dec.  20,  1725,  died  Sept. 
19,  1754;  Rachel,  born  Feb.  23.  1727,  died  Dec.  i. 
1750:  John  is  mentioned  below:  Abigail,  born  Oct. 
8,  1 73 1,  married  Dr.  Nathaniel  Welden. 

John  Bishop,  born  April  10,  1729,  in  East  Guil- 
ford (now  the  town  of  ^ladison),  died  there  April 

3,  1807,  and  was  buried  in  ^Madison  cemetery.  He 
was  well  known  and  highly  respected  in  the  com- 
munity, and  was  a  devout  member  of  the  Congre- 
gational Church.  On  Nov.  i,  1753,  he  married 
Hannah  Hodgkins.  born  Feb.  16,  1733.  died  June  9, 
1820,  and  they  had  a  family  of  five  children :  Pru- 
dence, born  Aug.  4,  1754,  died  Feb.  25,  1834,  mar- 
ried Samuel  Foster:  John,  born  Sept.  3,  1756,  died 
Sept.  24,  1S48,  married  Irene  Bartlett :  Lois  bom  in 
July,  1759.  died  April  12,  1836,  married  Molly 
Tudd  :  Rachel,  born  1761.  inarried  William  Baily : 
William  is  mentioned  below. 

William  Bishop,  born  in  1763  in  Madison,  died 
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June  28,  1848,  and  was  laid  to  rest  in  the  East 
cemetery  in  that  town.  He  was  a  large  land  owner. 
and  engaged  successfully  in  general  farming;  was 
a  Whig  in  politics,  and  held  various  local  offices ; 
was  liberal  in  religious  matters,  and  an  active  mem- 
ber of  the  Ecclesiastical  Society.  He  married 
Lucy  Kelsey,  who  was  born  in  1778  in  Killing- 
worth,  Conn.,  and  died  Aug.  31,  1806,  and  two  chil- 
dren came  to  this  union :  William  Hull,  born  in 
1801,  who  married  Chloe  Lee.  and  died  Aug.  20. 
1841  ;  and  Levi,  father  of  our  subject,  who  is  men- 
tioned below.  ]\Ir.  Bishop  married  for  his  second 
wife  Mabel  ^Murray,  a  native  of  Guilford,  born  in 
1776,  who  passed  away  Dec.  30,  1868,  and  to  this 
marriage  were  also  born  two  children :  John  !M., 
born  in  182 1,  who  married  Cynthia  Hull,  and  died 
March  6,  1881  ;  and  Lucy  Ann,  who  married  Fred- 
erick Field,  and  died  Oct.  25,  188 1.  All  this  fam- 
ily are  buried  in  the  East  cemetery  in  ]\Iadison. 

Levi  Bishop  was  born  in  1802  in  the  town  of 
Madison,  and  died  there  Nov.  25,  1887,  his  remains 
being  laid  to  rest  in  the  East  cemetery.  In  his 
younger  days  he  followed  the  water,  becoming- 
master  of  a  vessel,  and  also  for  some  time  engaged 
in  the  produce  business,  but  he  finally  settled  down 
to  the  calling  of  his  forefathers,  and  met  with 
substantial  success  in  his  agricultural  pursuits.  His 
adaptability  to  any  line  of  business  or  circumstances 
stood  him  in  good  stead,  and  in  every  capacity, 
whether  public  or  private,  he  displayed  marked  in- 
telligence and  ability,  as  well  as  integrity  and  a 
high  sense  of  duty.  Having  early  received  a  good 
practical  education,  he  broadened  his  views  and  his 
knowledge  by  continued  reading,  and  was  well  in- 
formed on  subjects  of  general  interest.  He  was 
quite  active  in  public  life  in  his  locality.  Originally 
a  Whig  in  political  sentiment,  he  became  a  Repub- 
lican on  the  organization  of  that  party  and  was 
quite  active  in  its  councils.  In  religion  he  was 
liberal,  striving  always  to  live  up  to  the  Golden  Rule 
in  his  relations  with  his  fellow  men,  and  his  temper- 
ate habits  and  industrious  life  won  him  universal 
respect. 

On  Feb.  14,  1828,  Islr.  Bishop  married  Miss  Polly 
M.  Coe,  who  was  born  Oct.  23,  1802,  daughter 
of  Thomas  and  Submit  (Griswold)  Coe,  and  four 
children  blessed  this  union :  William  S.,  whose 
name  introduces  this  sketch :  Harriet  E.,  born  in 
1836:  Catherine  E..  born  in  October.  1845,  died 
Jan.  27,  1849;  ^"d  Lucy,  wife  of  John  Spencer. 
Mrs.  Bishop  died  Dec.  6,  1888,  at  the  home  of  her 
son.  and  was  laid  to  rest  in  the  East  cemetery. 

William  S.  Bishop  was  born  Dec.  25,  1829.  in 
the  town  of  Madison,  grew  to  manhood  on  the  farm, 
and  acquired  his  education  in  the  district  schools. 
All  his  life  has  been  devoted  to  agricultural  pursuits, 
for  he  remained  on  the  home  place,  caring  for  his 
parents  in  their  old  age.  His  tract  of  seventy  acres 
is  well  improved  and  valuable,  and  in  addition  to 
general  farming  he  follows  stock-raising  and  cattle 
dealing  to  some  extent,  by  energetic  industry  win- 


ning success  in  his  chosen  calling.  He  is  widely 
and  favorably  known  in  his  town  as  an  honest,  up- 
right citizen,  and,  like  his  father,  he  endeavors  to 
make  his  daily  life,  in  his  intercourse  with  all,  the 
exemplification  of  his  religious  views.  A  Repub- 
lican in  politics,  he  is  no  office  seeker,  and  his  in- 
fluence is  given  rather  to  the  supoort  of  good  men 
than  to  party. 

On  Nov.  9,  1851,  Mr.  Bishop  married  Miss 
Rosetta  ]M.  Cook,  who  was  born  in  1830,  daughter 
of  Henry  Cook,  of  Madison,  and  by  her  had  three 
children:  (i)  William  L.,  bom  July  26,  1859,  died 
in  infancy.  (2)  Catherine  A.,  born  Sept.  5,  1861, 
married  James  H.  Bradley,  and  they  had  one  child, 
Cora  May ;  for  her  second  husband  she  married 
Almon  Johnson,  and  they  have  two  children,  Olive 
M.  and  Wealthy  R.  (3)  Lucy  Rosetta,  born  Aug. 
14,  1866,  was  married  July  12,  1884,  to  James  Mc- 
Cann,  and  they  have  four  children,  Josephine,  Le- 
Roy,  William  and  Raymond.  On  March  26,  1896, 
^Ir.  Bishop  wedded  for  his  second  wife  Mrs.  Hen- 
rietta (Thomas)  Van  Wart,  widow  of  Frank  Van 
Wart,  of  an  old  Revolutionary  family. 

JOHN  BEATTIE.  This  in  his  lifetime  well- 
known  quarryman  and  contractor,  late  of  Leete 
Island,  Guilford,  was  born  in  Edinburgh,  Scotland, 
June  18,  1820.  John  Beattie.  his  father,  was  a  free- 
man of  that  city,  and  a  direct  descendant  of  that 
noted  Beattie  family  of  Eskdale  ]Moor,  in  Dum- 
friesshire, Scotland,  whose  ancestry  has  been  traced 
back  more  than  six  centuries,  and  whose  valor  and 
exploits  in  peace  and  war  have  been  celebrated  in 
the  story  and  song  of  that  country  by  Sir  Walter 
Scott  and  others.  On  the  paternal  side  his  grand- 
mother was  Nancv  Armstrong,  a  descendant  of  the 
Johnson  family,  of  Dumfriesshire,  also  prominent 
in  the  affairs  of  Scotland.  The  mother  of  John  Be- 
attie was  Ann  Richardson,  a  daughter  of  John  and 
Catherine  (Tate)  Richardson,  both  of  families  be- 
longing to  Haddington,  Scotland. 

In  1830,  when  John  Beattie  was  ten  years  old, 
his  parents  came  to  America  and  settled  in  Nova 
Scotia,  Canada,  where  the  father  carried  on  his 
trade  of  stonemason  and  contractor.  He  was  con- 
tractor in  the  construction  of  the  masonry  work  on 
a  canal  from  Halifax  to  Pictou.  In  that  locality,  on 
a  small  farm,  the  paternal  home  in  this  country  was 
established,  and  there  the  son  was  sent  to  school  for 
a  short  time ;  but,  his  robust  nature  rebelling  against 
the  restraint  imposed  by  sedentary  life,  he  preferred 
to  labor  in  the  fields  of  his  father's  farm.  In  Nova 
Scotia  he  attended  with  profit  a  few  terms  the  school 
of  an  excellent  man.  Rev.  Mr.  Morrison,  andt  to 
these  brief  periods  his  school  days  were  limited. 

After  a  few  years'  residence  in  Halifax,  Nova 
Scotia,  and  when  Jolin  would  no  longer  attend 
I  school,  his  father  proposed  to  indenture  him  to 
learn  the  trade  of  a  shoemaker,  and  had  selected  a 
master  for  him,  whereupon  the  independent  lad  gave 
so  emphatic  a  demonstration  against  the  step  that 
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the  plan  was  summarily  abandoned.  This  opposi- 
tion was  probably  the  act  in  life  which  led  him  into 
the  vocation  in  which  he  for  so  many  years  was 
most  successfully  engaged.  Being  now  thirteen 
years  old,  strong  and  healthy,  with  a  love  for  out- 
door occupation,  his  father  was  persuaded  to  allow 
him  to  learn  the  trade  of  stonecutting.  which  work 
John  took  up  with  great  spirit.  In  the  course  of  a 
fevkr  years  the  failure  of  the  canal  company  induced 
the  Beatties  to  make  their  home  at  Newport.  R.  I.. 
whence  the  father  and  John  went  to  Xew  York  to 
work  at  their  trade.  A  year  later  they  proceeded  to 
Boston,  and  not  long  after  to  Newport,  where  tlie 
father  died  when  John  was  sixteen  vears  of  age. 
The  care  of  the  family,  consisting  of  his  mother  and 
four  children,  the  next  eldest  being  ten  years  of  age, 
now  devolved  upon  John,  who,  deeply  feeling  the 
responsibility  placed  upon  him,  entered  upon  his 
life  work  with  an  earnestness  of  application  that 
was  bound  to  bring  success.  In  his  trade  he  became 
very  skillful,  and  was  a  rapid  and  thorough  work- 
man. During  the  next  four  years  he  was  employed 
at  Fort  Adams,  R.  I.,  having,  when  he  was  eighteen 
years  old,  his  first  contract  to  do  work  for  the  Unit- 
ed States  Government.  At  the  age  of  twenty  years 
he  was  appointed  foreman  mason  of  the  bridge 
builders  on  a  section  of  the  Boston  &  Troy  railroad, 
and  there  for  the  following  two  years  he  had  his 
first  experience  in  overseeing  large  numbers  of  men. 
In  1846  he  returned  to  Fort  Adams,  where  he  was 
appointed  master  stonecutter  bv  Gen.  W.  S.  Rose- 
crans,  and  superintended  the  preparation  of  the  ma- 
terial used  in  that  fortification  until  work  was  sus- 
pended by  order  of  Jefterson  Davis,  at  that  time 
Secretary  of  \\'ar.  Again,  for  a  year.  Mr.  Beattie 
was  with  the  Boston  &  Troy  Railroad  Co..  in  his  old 
capacity.  He  then  went  to  California  as  a  gold 
miner,  and  for  two  years  and  two  months  had  the 
experience  of  an  argonaut  without  realizing-  any  of 
the  rewards  sometimes  associated  therewith.  Re- 
turning to  the  East,  poor  in  purse  and  with  im- 
paired health,  his  next  work  was  building  the  stone 
towers  for  the  suspension  bridge  across  the  Ken- 
tucky river  at  Pleasant  Vallev.  His  health  continu- 
ing poor,  however,  he  and  his  brother  William  next 
opened  a  stonecutter's  vard  at  Newport,  in  which  he 
worked  a  year  with  beneficial  results  to  his  health. 

In  1855  Mr.  Beattie  was  engaged  in  building  the 
towers  for  the  great  bridge  across  the  Ohio,  between 
Cincinnati  and  Covington,  after  which  he  had  an 
interest  in  the  construction  of  Section  One,  of  the 
Brooklyn  Water  Works,  at  Jamaica.  N.  Y.  That 
work  being  completed,  at  a  loss  to  him.  he  spent 
some  time  building  bridges  on  the  Wabash  railroad 
in  Indiana,  after  which  he  returned  to  Jamaica.  N. 
Y.,  and  contracted  for  the  construction  of  another 
section  of  the  water  works.  This  job  he  personally 
superintended,  and  to  such  great  advantages  that  he 
and  his  partner  cleared  820,000  in  eighteen  months. 
After  this  he  executed  many  contracts  for  mason 
iwork,  in  bridges,  on  railroads,  warehouse  docks  and 


lighthouses ;  built  bridges  on  the  Worcester  & 
Nashua  railroad,  on  the  Old  Colony  line,  and  on  the 
Warren  &  Fall  River  railroad ;  constructed  the  piers 
for  the  bridge  at  Warehouse  Point  ( using  sand 
bags  for  coffer  dams  for  the  first  time  in  bridge 
construction  in  this  country)  and  for  the  Old  Col- 
ony dock  at  Newport,  all  large  public  works. 

In  1865  Mr.  Beattie  purchased  the  Harrfson 
quarry,  at  Fall  River,  but  after  operating  it  one  year 
left  it  in  charge  of  his  brother  William  and  son  John, 
and  opened  another  quarry  at  Niantic,  Conn.  In  a 
few  years  he  disposed  of  that  interest,  and  in  Feb- 
ruary, 1869,  he  came  to  Guilford,  where  he  bought 
sixteen  acres  of  land  at  Hoadley's  Point,  upon  which 
were  very  fine  ledges  of  excellent  granite.  During 
the  following  season  he  built  several  houses  upon 
this  tract,  doing  at  the  same  time  the  mason  work 
for  the  Newport  &  Wickford  railroad  On  Aug. 
22,  1870,  he  removed  permanently  to  Leete  Island, 
where  he  continued  to  make  his  home  until  his 
death,  Nov.  18,  1899.  Here  he  developed  the  large 
quarry  interests  until  the  industry  became  one  of  the 
largest  of  the  kind  in  the  state.  His  eranite  lands 
and  real-estate  holdings  at  Leete  Island  increased  to 
more  than  400  acres,  and  employment  was  given  to 
from  125  to  600  men.  their  operations  being  con- 
ducted in  a  systematic  manner,  aided  by  modem  ap- 
pliances. The  products  were  readily  transported  to 
many  localities  by  the  Shore  Line  railroad,  running 
through  his  lands,  and  by  a  fleet  of  vessels  owned  by 
him  and  laden  at  his  docks  at  Hoadley's  Point.  The 
granite  of  these  quarries  is  of  several  qualities  ;  blue, 
pink  and  white — which  are  here  cut.  carved  and  pol- 
ished into  any  desired  forms ;  and  a  coarse-grained 
grav,  having  a  carrying  capacity  of  18.000  pounds 
to  the  square  inch,  which  is  much  used  for  building 
purposes.  A  large  quantity  was  thus  supplied  for 
the  construction  of  the  roadway  of  the  New  York 
&  Harlem  railroad,  from  the  river  to  the  Grand  Cen- 
tral depot,  in  New  York  Citv.  ^iluch  of  the  stone 
in  the  Brooklyn  suspension  bridge  in  New  York  was 
furnished  from  these  quarries. 

Mr.  Beattie  had  a  thorough,  practical  knowledge 
of  everv  department  of  work  carried  on  by  him, 
and.  being  possessed  of  great  industry,  pluck  and 
executive   ability,   he   prospered   in   his   affairs   and 
;  earned  the  distinction  of  being  one  of  the  foremost 
■  business  men  in  the  eastern  part  of  the  country.    Of 
i  a  strong  phvsique,  and  liberally  endowed  with  many 
j  of  the  distinguished  characteristics  of  the  Scottish 
j  race,  he  was  a  typical  son  of  the  "land  of  the  mount- 
ain and  the  flood." 
!         John  Beattie  was  three  times  married,  first,  in 
i   1839,  to  Ann  Kelly,  a  native  of  Longford,  Ireland, 
'  who  died  in  1859,  at  Newport,  R.  I.    By  her  he  had' 
i  six  children,  viz.:     Ann,  born   in    1840,   deceased; 
'  John,  Jr.,  a  sketch  of  whom   follows :   Catherine, 
1  wife  of  Robert  Evans    (both  deceased)  ;   Francis, 
a   sketch   of   whom   follows :    George,   deceased   in 
1887;    and    Isabella,    wife   of   George    Sanborn,    of 
j  Leete    Island.      For    his    second    wife    our    subject 
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married  Mary  Harrington,  of  Fall  Ri\'er,  Mass., 
and  three  children,  yet  living-,  were  born  of  this 
union :  Emma,  David  H.  and  Charles,  David  H. 
being  spoken  of  more  ftilly  elsewhere.  For  his 
third  wife  Mr.  Beattie  wedded,  in  1870,  Alary  Gay, 
of  Guilford,  and  three  children  were  born  of  this 
union  :  Elizabeth,  who  died  in  1878  ;  and  Peter  and 
Thomas,  residing  at  Hoadley's  Point,  Leete  Island. 

John  Beattie,  Jr.,  was  born  Aug.  29,  1841,  at 
Newport,  R.  I.,  and  there  received  a  liberal  public- 
school  education.  At  the  age  of  sixteen  he  became 
an  apprentice  to  the  stonecutter's  trade  under  his 
father  and  uncle  (William  Beattie),  and  completed 
his  apprenticeship  in  i860.  In  the  year  1865  he  be- 
came foreman  of  the  firm.  In  the  following  year 
he  was  received  into  partnership,  the  firm  name  be- 
ing changed  to  John  and  William  Beattie  &  Co.,  and 
until  1867  he  managed  the  business  of  the  concern. 
He  then  bought  out  the  interest  of  his  father,  the 
style  of  the  firm  becoming  William  &  John  (Jr.) 
Beattie,  which  continued  until  1869,  in  which  year 
the  partnership  was  dissolved,  the  interests  being 
equally  divided  between  William  and  John,  Jr.  The 
latter  then  conducted  his  portion  of  the  business 
until  the  financial  depression  of  1873  caused  him  to 
abandon  it  (not  being  able  to  realize  on  his  assets') 
and  move  to  his  farm  in  Westport,  with  the  honor- 
able resolution  of  paying  his  creditors  "one  hun- 
dred cents  on  the  dollar''  as  soon  as  he  was  able. 
At  farming  he  engaged  until  1887,  during  which 
time  he  succeeded  in  accomplishing  his  desire  with 
his  creditors,  paying  them  in  full,  and  also  took  up 
the  study  of  electricitv.  He  is  the  inventor  of  what 
is  known  as  "Beattie's  batterv  zinc."  which  is  now 
in  general  use,  and  used  entirely  on  the  Xew  York, 
New  Haven  &  Hartford  Railroad :  he  also  manufac- 
tured "X  ray"  machines,  and  invented  other  elec- 
trical devices.  In  i8qo  he  was  appointed  by  his 
father  to  manage  his  business  for  him— both  per- 
sonal prooerty  and  real-estate — which  position  of 
trust  he  filled  with  characteristic  fidelit\'  and  preci- 
sion, making  his  home  in  Fall  River  until  the  death 
of  his  father,  since  when,  as  one  of  the  executors,  he 
has  been  manaeing  the  estate. 

In  politics  Mr.  Beattie  is  a  stanch  Republican, 
and  has  held  various  offices  of  honor  and  trust :  in 
1879,  while  a  resident  of  Fall  River.  Mass.,  he  filled 
the  position  of  alderman  :  in  1892  he  was  elected 
president  of  the  board  of  aldermen,  and  served  three 
years,  during  which  incumbencv  he  had  the  honor 
of  being  the  originator  and  introducer  of  the  Police 
Commission  Bill,  and  he  is  known  as  the  "father"  of 
that  popular  ordinance.  Sociallv  he  is  a  Knight 
Templar,  being  a  member  of  Godfr^v  de  Bouillon 
Commandery,  Fall  River:  is  also  affiliated  with  the 
T.  O.  O.  F..  at  Fall  River,  and  one  of  the  first  mem- 
bers of  the  K.  of  P.  in  that  city. 

In  1864,  at  Somerset.  Mass.,  John  Beattie,  Jr., 
married  Ellen  X.  Powers,  a  native  of  Bedford  coun- 
ty, Va.,  and  a  daughter  of  Thomas  and  Delia  Pow- 
ers.   To  this  union  have  come  three  children :   John, 


a  gold  and  silver  plater  at  Fall  River,  Mass.,  who 
married  Lucinda  Courtney ;  Grace,  wife  of  John  D. 
Monroe,  of  Fall  River;  and  Ernest  J.,  mechanical 
engineer,  married  to  Elizabeth  Tripp. 

Fr.\ncis  Be.vttie  ("Frank"),  superintendent  of 
the  Beattie  Quarry  Co.,  Leete  Island,  was  born  June    | 
2f>,  1845,  in  Newport,  R.  I.,  and  there  received  his    I 
education.    At  the  age  of  sixteen  he  commenced  to    ' 
learn  the  trade  of  machinist  in   Providence,  R.  I., 
where  after  three  years  he  enlisted,  in  1863,  becom- 
ing a  member  of  Company  E,  2d  R.  I.  V.  I.     He 
served  until  the  end  of  the  war,  receiving  an  honor- 
able discharge  in   1865.     Mr.   Beattie  took  part  in 
several  engagements,  serving  under  Gen.  Sheridan 
at   Winchester,    Cedar   Creek,    Hatcher's    Run    and  i 
Five  Forks,  and  at  the  battle  of  Sailor's  Creek,  on  ' 
Lee's  retreat  from  Petersburg,  he  was  wounded  by 
a  minie  ball.     He  was  present  at  Lee's  surrender  at 
Appomattox  Cotirt  House,  Va.,  and  from  there  went 
on  the  pursuit  after  Johnston,  making  a  march  of  1 10 
miles  in  forty-four  hours  on  short  rations. 

In  Xiantic  Air.  Beattie  learned  the  trade  of  a 
stonecutter  and  mason.  In  1870  he  came  to  Leete 
Island,  Guilford,  and  for  thirty  years  was  superin- 
tendent of  his  father's  business  there,  giving  the 
trust  reposed  in  him  the  best  of  care  and  attention. 

In  Providence,  R.  I.,  in  1868,  Francis  Beattie 
was  united  in  marriage  with  Merriam  Caroline  Mc-  ' 
Call,  born  at  Fall  River,  Mass.,  daughter  of  John 
and  Jane  AlcCall,  and  seven  children  have  graced 
their  union:  Annie  C,  who  was  educated  at  the 
Notre  Dame  Convent,  W'aterburv,  and  is  now  the 
wife  of  Thomas  T.  Xoel.  telegraph  operator,  Leete 
Island;  Carrie  Isabelle,  educated  in  the  Guilford 
high  school,  who  was  assistant  postmaster  at  Leete 
Island ;  Rosie  Frances,  Alarv  Elizabeth  and  Tohn 
Richard,  all  of  whom  were  ed^icated  in  the  Guilford  1 
high  school;  and  Frank  Kellev  and  Rov  Hamilton. 

Mr.  Beattie  is  a  member  of  Parmelee  Post,  No. 
42,  G.  A.  R..  Guilford,  in  which  he  has  held  all  the 
offices,  including  that  of  commander ;  is  affiliated 
with  the  F.  &  A.  AL.  St.  Alban's  Lodge,  Guilford; 
also  with  Hallock  Chapter,  and  the  Order  of  the 
Eastern  Star,  of  which  latter  his  wife  and  daughter 
Carrie  are  also  members.  In  politics  he  is  a  Repub- 
lican, and  under  Harrison's  administration  served  as 
postmaster  at  Leete  Island.  His  wife  and  daugh- 
ters are  members  of  the  Episcopal  Church. 


GEORGE  ISAAC  WILLIAMS,  a  prosperous  ] 

and  successful  fruit  farmer,  dairyman  and  general  j 

farmer  of  \\"allingford,  was  born  in  the  Pond  Hill  | 

District  of  that  town  Oct.  12,  1838.    He  is  a  grand-  j 

son  of   Herman   Williams,  who   was   a   brother  of  I 

Willoughby  Williams,  grandfather  of  Street  Will-  \ 

iams,  of  Wallingford.     The  family  history  and  im-  i 

portant  data  of  the  Williams  ancestry  are  given  in  ' 

the  biography  of  that  gentleman,  elsewhere.  { 

Herman  Williams  was  a  farmer  and  land  owner  ; 
of  Pond  Hill,  where  he  died ;  he  was  buried  in  Cen- 
ter Street  cemetery.     He  married  a  Miss  Hoadley, 
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and  their  children  were  Samuel,  Hoadley,  William, 
1  Elizabeth,  Edwin,  Isaac,  Mary  ( who  married  a  Mr. 
;  Maltby,  of  Jsorlhford),  Caroline  (who  married 
Harry  Fowler,  of  Guilford),  Julia  (who  married 
John  Bassett,  of  North  Haven),  and  Elijah.  All 
are  now  deceased. 

William  Williams,  the  father  of  George  Isaac, 
was  born  on  the  farm  where  he  grew  to  manhood. 
Farming  was  his  business  all  his  life,  and  he  was 
a  stock  dealer  as  well,  his  judgment  as  to  the  fine 
}  points  of  cattle  being  regarded  as  that  of  an  ex- 
pert. A  fine  tract  of  land  in  Pond  Hill  passed  into 
his  possession,  and  there  he  settled,  devoting  his 
life  to  its  improvement,  and  prospering  in  an  ac- 
tive and  honorable  career.  The  land  where  the 
Wallingford  race  track  is  now  laid  out  belonged  to 
him  at  one  time.  Mr.  Williams  died  in  the  home 
of  his  son  William  H.,  and  was  buried  in  the  Main 
Street  cemeterv.  He  was  a  Whig,  and  later  a  Re- 
publican, and  in  religion  an  Episcopalian.  He  mar- 
ried Abigail  Preston,  a  native  of  W'allingford,  and 
a  daughter  of  Almon  Preston.  She  died  in  North- 
ford  in  1897,  and  was  buried  in  the  Main  Street 
cemetery.  To  this  union  were  born  the  following 
children :  Cornelia  Anna,  who  married  Henderson 
Ives,  of  North  Branford ;  George  Isaac ;  and  Will- 
iam H. 

George  Isaac  Williams  was  a  student  in  the 
Pond  Hill  District  school,  and  grew  to  manhood  on 
the  family  homestead.  Soon  after  his  marriage 
he  bought  the  "Munson  Farm,"  which  then  con- 
sisted of  153  acres.  It  has  been  enlarged  by  sub- 
sequent purchases  until  it  now  comprises  400  acres, 
in  a  high  state  of  cultivation,  showing  the  touch  of 
a  practical  farmer  at  every  point.  Mr.  Williams  car- 
ries on  both  general  and  stock  farming,  and  oper- 
ates quite  a  large  dairy :  there  is  also  a  feed  and 
saw  mill  on  his  fann.  He  is  a  man  awake  to  every 
turn,  and  anxious  to  keep  abreast  with  the  times. 
I  Mr.    Williams    was    married    at    Northford,    to 

i    Miss  Eveline  ]\Iunson,  whose  father,  Julius  Mun- 
!    son,  was  crushed  to  death  by  a  stampede  of  cattle. 
I    To  this  marriage  came  three  children:     Arthur  M., 
a  dairy   farmer,    who    married    Emma    Harrison : 
George  and  Fannie,  both  at  home.     Mr.  Williams 
is  a  Republican,   and  belongs   to   the   Wallingford 
•■   Grange    and    the    Agricultural    Societv.      He    is    a 
I   member  of  the  Episcopal  Church,    which    he    has 
served  as  a  vestrvman.     A  good  all-round  business 
man,  an  honorable  and  upright  citizen,  he  has  many 
friends,  and  is  resrarded  as  one  of  the  leading  -far- 
mers in  Wallingford. 


THOMAS  A.  NELSON,  one  of  the  wealthy 
citizens  of  New  Haven  countv.  who  died  Jan.  16, 
1901,  was  a  native  of  Scotland,  born  June  i,  1834, 
at  Perth,  on  the  banks  of  the  Tay. 

James  Nelson,  his  father,  was  a  linen  manufac- 
turer in  Scotland,  later  carrying  on  the  business 
more  extensively  in  Belfast,  Ireland,  where  he 
passed  the  rest  of  his  days,  dying  in  1810.     He  and 


his  wife  Susan  had  a  family  of  eight  children — 
three  sons  and  five  daughters — named  respectively : 
Margaret  J.,  Thomas  A.,  Mary  A.,  George,  Will- 
iam, Letitia,  Ellen  E.,  and  Jennie.  Of  these, 
George,  who  was  a  soldier  in  the  Uuited  States 
regular  army  before  the  Civil  war,  is  now  living 
retired  in  Chicago,  111. ;  William  is  in  the  real  es- 
tate business  in  the  same  city;  the  daughters  also 
survive. 

Thomas  A.  Nelson,  the  subject  of  proper  of  these 
lines,  was  seven  years  old  when  he  moved  to  the 
North  of  Ireland  with  his  parents,  and  there  re- 
ceived his  earlier  education.  At  the  age  of  fifteen 
years  (1849)  he  came  to  the  United  States,  locat- 
ing at  Georgetown,  Fairfield  Co.,  Conn.,  where  he 
attended  school  for  some  time ;  thence  removed, 
in  185 1,  to  Birmingham,  where  he  commenced  to 
learn  the  trade  of  tool-making,  though  he  did  not 
follow  it.  From  Birmingham  he  proceeded  to  Char- 
lotteville,  Schoharie  Co.,  N.  Y.,  and  there  prepared 
for  college,  but  did  not  enter  any  college.  Return- 
ing to  Birmingham,  he  engaged  with  the  Downs 
&  Bassett  Mfg.  Co.,  manufacturers  of  corsets  and 
importers  of  kid  gloves,  and  continued  with  that 
firm  for  a  period  of  over  a  quarter  of  a  century, 
from  1859  to  1884,  after  which  he  did  not  engage 
in  any  active  business. 

In  1865  Thomas  A.   Nelson  married  Clara  M., 
youngest  daughter  of  Abram  Hubbell,  of  Ansonia. 
Mr.  Hubbell  was  born  in  Fairfield  county.  Conn., 
and  followed  farming  as  well  as  carpentry :  came 
to  Ansonia   in    1855,   and   associated   himself   with 
Anson  G.  Phelps  in  the  Ansonia  Land  &  Water  Co., 
of  which  he  was  general  manager  up  to  his  death  in 
1884.     Three  children  were  born  to  Mr.  and  Airs. 
Thomas  A.  Nelson:     Clara  H.,  Susan  L.  and  Will- 
iam A.,  the  last  named  being  secretary  and  treas- 
urer of  the  Derby  Paper  Mill,  with  which  he  has 
t  been  connected  some  ten  years,  and  of  which  his 
j  father  was  president  three  vears. 
'         In  politics  our  subject  was  a  stanch  Republican. 
i  though  not  active  in  the  workings  of  the  party.    So- 
1  ciallv  he  was  a  member  of  the  F.  &  A.  M.,  King 
Hiram  Lodge.  No.   12,  of  Derby;  was  president  of 
'  the  Y.  ]M.  C.  A.  for  years ;  and  with  his  family  at- 
I  tended  the  services  of  the  Congregational  Church. 
I  They  have  a  beautiful   home    in    Ansonia,    called 
'  "Forestdale,"  the  residence  being  one  of  the  most 
i  elegant  in  this  section,  surrounded  as  it  is  with  spa- 
cious grounds,  lawns  and  winding  paths. 

i  SHERMAN  B.  CHIPMAN,  in  his  lifetime  a 
I  well-known  merchant  of  Waterbury,  was  born  on 
j  the  west  side  of  what  is  now  known  as  the  city, 
i  Tune  13,  1806.  a  son  of  Samuel  Chipman,  and  a  de- 
I  scendant  of  one  of  the  oldest  of  New  Ensriand  fam- 
I  dies.  The  emigrant  ancestor.  John  Chipman.  came 
'  from  England  in  1630.  and  settled  in  Afassachusetts, 
i  where  he  married  a  Aliss  Howland.  who  was  a 
I  granddaughter  of  Gov.  Carver. 
I         Samuel  Chipman.  father  of  Sherman  B..  married 
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Nancy  Potter,  to  which  union  were  born  eleven  chil- 
dren, as  follows :  Saniuel  D.,  Sherman  B.,  Lyman, 
William,  George  E.,  Joseph,  Timothy  T..  Ransom, 
Daniel  L.  (whose  biography  is  given  in  full  on  an- 
other page),- Elizabeth  X.  and  Alartha. 

Sherman  B.  Chipman  remained  on  the  home  farm 
at  Waterbury  until  old  enough  to  be  apprenticed  to 
the  cooper's  trade,  at  which  he  served  his  full  time, 
and  then  followed  that  trade  as  a  journeyman  for 
a  number  of  years.  He  first  married  Amv  Todd, 
of  Wolcott,  Conn.,  who  died  leaving-  no  children. 
For  his  second  wife  IMr.  Chipman,  in  1833,  wedded 
Mary  A.  Granniss,  who  was  born  in  Meriden,  Conn.. 
Sept.  6,  18 16,  but  who  was  reared  in  South  Glas- 
tonbury. The  marriage  took  place  in  New  Haven, 
when  the  fair  young  bride  was  but  seventeen  vears 
of  age.  After  their  marriage  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Chip- 
man  settled  in  Waterbun,-.  where  he  conducted  a 
successful  grocery  business  until  his  death,  which 
occurred  Jan.  16,  i860.  Their  only  child.  Harriet 
E.,  was  born  April  28.  1838,  and  died  Feb.  16.  1840. 

In  politics  Mr.  Chiphian  was  a  Democrat,  but 
was  not  a  man  to  fritter  away  his  time  and  energies 
in  party  affairs.  He  preferred  to  devote  his  atten- 
tion to  his  business,  and  to  the  comfort  of  his  home, 
and  at  his  death  he  left  his  wife  in  well-to-do  cir- 
cumstances. She  continues  to  reside  in  W'aterburv. 
where  she  holds  a  high  social  position,  honored  and 
esteemed  bv  all  who  know  her. 

Enos  Granniss.  father  of  Airs.  Mary  A.  Chip- 
man,  was  born  in  Xew  Haven  county,  near  the  city 
of  that  name,  a  son  of  Lieut.  Enos  Granniss,  a  sol- 
dier of  the  Revolutionary  war,  whose  three  children 
were  named  Enos,  Horace  and  Palmer.  The  eldest 
of  these  Enos,. married  Elizabeth  Chipman,  who  was 
a  sister  of  Samuel  Chipman,  the  father  of  Sherman 
B.  Chipman.  To  Enos  Granniss  and  his  wife  were 
"born  six  children,  in  the  following  ord'er:  Enos, 
who  was  a  clothier  in  ]\Ieriden,  in  Middletown  and 
later  in  Wethersfield,  but  who  died  in  Waterbury: 
Elizabeth,  who  was  married  to  David  Scranton,  of 
Glastonbury,  and  died  in  New  Haven  :  Anna  C,  de- 
ceased wife  of  Edward  Kilbourn  ;  William  E.,  who 
was  an  engineer  for  the  New  Haven  Machine  Co., 
in  Xew  Haven,  but  is  now  deceased  :  Mary  A.,  the 
present  Mrs.  Chipman;  and  Eunice  M.,  deceased; 
wife  of  Rev.  Joseph  T.  Benton. 

SMITH  A.  ABBOTT  comes  of  ancestors  who 
were  for  many  years  engaged  in  mechanical  manu- 
facture of  various  sorts,  and  he  himself  has  not  been 
without  experience  in  the  same  general  line.  At 
present  he  is  a  prosperous  hardware  merchant  in  the 
<'itv  of  Derby,  where  he  deservedly  enjoys  the  con- 
fidence and  respect  of  his  fellow  citizens.  He  was 
'torn  in  Middleburv,  this  countv,  .-\.ug.  6,  183 1,  the 
sixth  child  of  Daniel  and  Sally' (Sherman)  .Abbott. 
His  mother  was  a  daughter  of  Elijah  Sherman,  of 
Wooflbur}-,  who  belonged  to  the  same  branch  of  the 
Sherman  family  as  did  Gen.  William  Tecumseh 
Sherman. 


Daniel  Abbott,  who  was  also  born  in  Aliddle- 
bury,  cultivated  a  farm,  and  in  addition  to  agricult- 
ural pursuits  manufactured  pumps  and  pipes,  as  well 
as  edge-tools  and  hammers.  In  later  life  he  also 
engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  paper  at  Southbury 
and  Southford.  His  brain  was  as  tireless  as  his 
energy,  and  he  achieved  a  fair  success  through  per- 
tinacity and  courage  which  would  not  admit  the 
possibility  of  failure.  He  was  a  Whig  in  politics, 
and  died  in  the  comnuinion  of  the  Methodist 
Church.  He  was  the  father  of  a  family  of  eight 
children,  only  two  of  whom  were  daughters.  IMar- 
garet  S.,  the  elder,  was  twice  married,  first  to  E.  T. 
Abbott  (he  was  not  a  member  of  the  same  branch 
of  the  family  as  herself)  ;  after  his  death  she  mar- 
j  ried  S.  Smith,  who  is  also  deceased.  Nancy  M., 
1  the  younger  daughter  and  fifth  child,  became  the 
wife  of  Charles  Warner,  of  Shelton.  The  sons  of 
Daniel  Abbott  were  Daniel  S.,  Samuel  P.,  Elijah 
i  E.,  Smith  A.,  Charles  K.  and  John  B.  Of  these 
i  Daniel,  Samuel  and  Charles  are  deceased,  the  latter 
having  met  death  through  accident  when  ten  years 
old.  Daniel  was  the  successful  proprietor  of  an 
iron  foundry  and  machine  shop  at  Gananoque.  Can- 
ada. Elijah  and  John,  who  were  associated  with 
him  in  business,  still  reside  there.  Sanuiel  P.  was 
an  expert  rubber  manufacturer,  and  as  such  was 
called  to  England,  where  he  took  charge  of  an  ex- 
tensive plant.  Subsequently  he  went  to  Scotland, 
where  he  died,  meeting  with  an  accident  in  the 
shop  where  he  was  employed. 

Smith  A.  Abbott  was  a  boy  of  six  years  when 
his  parents  took  up  their  residence  in  Southford. 
His  school  days  over,  he  assisted  his  father  for  a 
time,  and  then  entered  the  employ  of  the  Wheeler 
&  Wilson  ^Manufacturing  Co.,  before  that  concern 
removed  its  works  to  Bridgeport.  He  next  formed 
a  partnership  with  Louis  Downs,  under  the  firm 
name  of  Downs  &  Abbott,  and  engaged  in  the  manu- 
facture of  buttons  and  buckles.  After  a  few  years 
this  co-partnership  was  dissolved,  and  Mr.  Abbott, 
going  to  Beacon  Falls,  secured  work  as  a  machinist. 
Returning  to  Southford,  he  filled  the  same  position 
in  his  father's  employ,  and  about  two  years  after 
the  latter's  death  took  charge  of  his  business,  in- 
cluding the  management  of  the  paper-mill,  which 
was  then  turning  out  straw  paper.  In  1866  he  dis- 
posed of  the  plant  and  removed  to  Derby,  in  which 
city  he  has  since  resided.  To  employ  his  own 
ivords,  he  "took  life  easy"  for  a  time,  but  in  1870 
bought  the  hardware  and  tinware  business  of 
Gould  Curtis,  forming  a  co-partnership  with  David 
Curtis,  the  brother  of  Gould.  Their  relation  as 
partners  extended  over  a  period  of  seventeen  years, 
when  Mr.  Curtis  disposed  of  his  interest  in  the  busi- 
ness and  Mr.  Abbott  admitted  his  son,  Frank  D.,  as 
a  partner,  the  stvle  of  the  firm  being  changed  to 
Abbott  &  Co.        ' 

Mr.  Abbott  was  married  in  185-^  to  Julia  B. 
Downs,  who  died  April  21,  1884.  Four  children 
were  born  to  them — Marv  C,  Frank  D.,  Fannie  L. 
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and  Jessie  M.  The  son,  as  has  been  said,  is  his  fa- 
ther's partner ;  he  married  Lilly  Ogden,  of  Ansonia, 
Sept.  i6,  1884.  Mary,  the  eldest  daughter,  now  de- 
ceased, married  Alfred  Anderson,  of  Derby.  Fan- 
nie married  George  S.  Curtis,  of  the  same  city,  and 
is  deceased.  Jessie  M.  became  Mrs.  Burton  Wood- 
bridge,  of  the  same  place.  After  the  death  of  his 
first  wife  ^Ir.  Abbott  married  Miss  Sarah  L. 
Downs,  her  first  cousin ;  to  this  union  were  born  no 
children.  He  is  a  Republican  in  politics,  and  both 
himself  and  his  family  are  members  of  the  IMetho- 
dist  Church. 

CHARLES  FROST  (deceased)  was  a  leading 
citizen  of  Mill  Plain,  Waterbury,  and  a  worthy  rep- 
resentative of  an  old  Connecticut   family. 

Samuel  Frost,  the  first  of  the  name  in  America, 
was  born  in  England  about  1704,  and  on  coming  to 
this  country  located  in  the  town  of  Wallingford, 
New  Haven  Co.,  Conn.  He  served  as  a  soldier  in 
the  French  and  Indian  war.  He  lived  to  the  ad- 
vanced age  of  ninety-six  years,  dying  at  the  home  of 
his  son  David,  on  \Volcott  ^Mountain,  Nov.  14,  1800. 
He  was  an  active  member  of  the  Episcopal  Church, 
and  at  his  funeral  four  ministers  of  different  de- 
nominations— Congregational,  Baptist,  ^Methodist 
and  Episcopal — participated  in  the  services.  On 
March  21,  1733,  in  Wallingford,  he  married  Naomi 
Fenn,  who  was  born  May  10.  1714,  a  daughter  of 
Edward  and  Mary  (Thorp)  Fenn.  They  had  three 
children:  Moses,  born  Jan.  6,  1734;  Naomi,  born 
March  31,  1735,  wife  of  David  Coggswell ;  and 
David,  born  Sept.  15,  1743. 

David  Frost,  son  of  Samuel,  was  a  farmer  and 
land  owner  on  Wolcott  Mountain,  where  he  spent 
his  entire  life.  In  religious  faith  he  was  a  Baptist. 
He  was  married  Nov.  5,  1762,  to  Mary  Beach,  who 
was  bom  in  Wallingford  Dec.  20,  1740,  a  daughter 
of  Joseph  and  Experience  Beach.  ^Ir.  Frost  died 
Dec.  15,  1812,  his  wife  on  Feb.  5,  1819.  In  their 
family  were  the  following  children :  Jesse,  born 
Oct.  18,  1763,  is  mentioned  below:  Enoch,  born 
Jan.  8,  1765,  married  Anna  Culver;  David,  born 
March  i.  1767,  married  Mary  Ann  Hitchcock;  Na- 
omi was  born  born  July  i,  1770;  ^lary,  born  March 
24,  1775,  died  Sept.  14.  1778:  Mary  (2),  born 
March  11,  1780,  married  Ezekiel  Smith:  Elizabeth 
married  Nathan  Barnes. 

Jesse  Frost,  son  of  David,  was  drafted  at  the 
age  of  sixteen  years  for  service  in  the  Revolutionary 
war,  and  was  in  the  service  two  years  and  nine 
months,  being  under  the  immediate  command  of 
Gen.  Washington  for  nine  months  as  one  of  the 
teamsters  carrying  the  baggage  of  the  general  and 
his  staff.  After  the  war  he  was  converted,  and  be- 
came an  active  and  prominent  member  of  the  Bap- 
tist Church  of  Waterbury.  Feeling  himself  called 
upon  to  preach,  he  studied  for  the  ministry,  and 
was  ordained  in  1815.  He  served  as  joint  pastor  of 
the  Baptist  Church  at  Waterbury  with  Rev.  Samuel 
Porter  for  many  years,  and  died  at  that  place  Oct. 


12,  1827.  For  a  time  he  preached  in  Southington. 
Conn.,  but  he  never  located  there.  He  was  married 
in  1783  to  Abigail  Culver,  daughter  of  Lieut. 
Stephen  Culver.  She  died  March  7,  1842.  They 
had  ten  children,  namely:  James  was  born  ]March 
21,  1784;  Esther,  born  Aug.  29,  1786,  married  John 
Smith;  Leva,  born  April  14,  1789.  married  Benja- 
min Farrell ;  Alpheus,  born  Oct.  3,  1791,  was  the 
father  of  our  subject;  Jesse  Beecher  was  born 
Alarch  3,  1794:  Electa,  born  Nov.  16,  1796,  died 
Oct.  16,  1803;  Van  Julius  was  born  March  3,  1798; 
Sylvester,  born  Nov.  19,  1801,  died  in  September, 
1803 ;  Electa,  born  Jan.  9,  1805,  married  Edmond 
Tompkins ;  Abigail,  born  March  9,  1808,  married 
John  jSIitchell. 

Alpheus  Frost,  father  of  our  subject,  was  a  far- 
mer and  land  owner  at  Alill  Plain,  and  was  one  of 
the  highly  respected  and  esteemed  citizens  of  that 
locality.  On  June  17,  1816,  he  married  Jerusha 
Williams,  daughter  of  Timothy  Williams,  and  to 
them  were  born  seven  children,  whose  names  and 
dates  of  birth  were  as  follows :  Alark  Augustus, 
April  16,  1818;  Lydia  Maria  (wife  of  Hiram  Will- 
iams), Feb.  I,  1820;  Melissa  (wife  of  T.  H.  Pat- 
ton),  Jan.  6,  1822;  Electa  Ann,  Feb.  28,  1824; 
Charles.  June  16,  1826;  George,  June  10.  1829:  and 
Styles.  Nov.  7,  183 1.  The  father  died  in  1834,  and 
was  buried  in  the  East  Farms  cemetery.  Four 
years  later  his  widow  married  Alartin  Cook,  of 
Southington,  Connecticut. 

Charles  Frost,  our  subject,  attended  the  district 
schools  near  his  boyhood  home.  He  was  only 
eight  or  nine  years  of  age  when  his  father  died,  and 
he  started  out  to  make  his  own  way  in  the  world 
at  that  early  age.  working  as  a  farm  hand.  Sub- 
sequently he  learned  the  machinist's  trade,  which 
he  followed  for  a  number  of  years,  and  later  en- 
gaged in  the  novelty  business  as  a  member  of  the 
firm  of  Frost  &  Gaylord  until  their  property  was  de- 
stroyed by  fire,  after  which  he  settled  down  to  farm- 
ing at  Mill  Plain,  where  he  spent  the  remainder  of 
his  life  engaged  in  general  farming  and  the  dairy 
business. 

On  July  13,  1851,  Mr.  Frost  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  }tliss  Mary  Clissa  Sperry,  a  native  of 
Cheshire,  and  a  daughter  of  Luther  and  ]Mary  Ve- 
rona (Holt)  Sperry.  Her  paternal  grandparents 
were  Benjamin  and  ^lerah  (Hall)  Sperry,  of 
Cheshire,  and  her  maternal  grandparents  were 
Philemon  and  Abby  (Barnes)  Holt.  To  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Frost  were  born  three  children,  one  of  whom 
died  in  infancy,  and  the  youngest,  Ella  A.,  at  the 
age  of  twelve  years.  The  only  survivor  is  Mary  U. 
They  had  an  adopted  daughter,  Helen  L.,  now  the 
wife  of  Warren  B.  Hitchcock. 

Mr.  Frost  died  in  jMill  Plain  May  9,  1897,  and 
was  laid  to  rest  in  Pine  Grove  cemetery,  Waterbury. 
He  was  an  earnest  member  of  the  Episcopal 
Church,  and  highly  respected  and  esteemed  by  all 
who  knew  him.  Politically  he  was  identified  with 
the  Republican  party.    Fraternally  he  was  a  prom- 
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inent  member  of  Mad  River  Grange,  of  which  he 
was  treasurer  fox  ten  years,  and  of  which  his  widow 
is  also  a  member.  Airs.  Frost  is  a  most  estimable 
lady. 

HEXRY  HOBART  FOWLER,  a  prominent 
retired  farmer  of  Branford,  is  a  native  of  that  town, 
born  Sept.  24.  1826,  and  is  descended  from  a  very 
old  New  England  family. 

(I)  William  Fowler,  a  native  of  Birmingham, 
England,  lived  in  Xew  Haven  and  Alilford,  from 
which  latter  town  he  moved  to  Guilford,  and  died 
there  Jan.  25,  1660.  He  and  his  wife  Sarah  had 
four  children,  William.  Sarah.  Ambrose  and  John. 

(H)  Deacon  John  Fowler,  son  of  William,  mar- 
ried j\Iary  Hubbard,  born  in  1635.  He  died  Sept. 
14,  1676,  she  on  April  13,  1713.  Their  children 
were :  Abigail,  May,  Abraham,  John,  Mehitable 
and  Elizabeth. 

(HI)  Abraham  Fowler,  son  of  Deacon  John, 
was  born  Aug.  29,  1652,  and  married  Aug.  29,  1677, 
Elizabeth  Bartlett,  born  in  Alarch,  1653.  He  died 
Sept.  30,  1719,  she  on  Oct.  4.  1742.  Their  children: 
Abigail,  Alary,  Abraham.  Ebenezer,  Daniel,  Josiah, 
Caleb  and  Elizabeth. 

(IV)  Ebenezer  Fowler,  son  of  Abraham,  was 
born  in  Guilford  in  1684.  and  followed  farming,  be- 
ing a  large  land  owner  in  North  Guilford.  On  j\Iay 
I,  1 718,  he  married  Elizabeth  Starr,  who  was  born 
in  Guilford,  Nov.  26.  1695.  He  died  Nov.  28,  1768, 
she  on  March  26.  1765.  Their  children:  Ebenezer. 
Nathaniel,  Hulda,  Caleb.  Caleb  (2).  Elizabeth,  Lucy 
and  William. 

(V)  Ebenezer  Fowler,  son  of  Ebenezer.  was 
bom  in  January,  1719,  in  Guilford,  and  died  Feb. 
9,  1800.  He  was  a  minute  man  in  the  Revolution. 
and  in  response  to  the  alarm  call  went  to  Boston. 
On  Oct.  19,  1743.  he  married  Desire  Bristol,  wliio 
was  born  Feb.  6.  1719.  and  died  Oct.  13,  1800.  Their 
children  were :  Beulah.  Ebenezer.  W'illiam,  Nathan. 
Thomas,  Ruth,  Caleb.  Isaac,  James  and  Oliver. 

(VI)  Ebenezer  Fowler,  son  of  Ebenezer.  and 
grandfather  of  Henry  Hobart.  was  born  in  North 
Guilford  April  17.  1747.  and  followed  farming.  He 
was  a  lieutenant  in  the  Revolutionarv  war,  and  en- 
joved  a  pension.  On  Nov.  18.  1778.  he  married 
(first)  Lois  Rossiter,  born  Julv  13.  1759.  who  died 
June  17,  1791.  Thev  had  children  as  follows:  Ben- 
jamin R.,  Fannv  (Mrs.  Benton).  Ruth  (Mrs.  Eras- 
tus  Dudley).  James  H.  and  Ebenezer.  On  Feb.  18, 
1705.  he  married  (second)  Mercy  Adkins.  born  in 
1764.  who  died  in  1825.  She  bore  him  two  sons, 
Ammi  and  Isaac.  Ebenezer  Fowler  died  Jin.  i, 
1833. 

(VII)  Benjamin  Rossiter  Fowler,  son  of  Ebe.-:- 
ezer  and  Lois  (Rossiter  1  Fowler,  and  father  of 
Henry  Hobart  Fowler,  was  born  in  North  Guilford 
Sept.  14,  1779.  In  early  manhood  he  was  for  six 
years  (  1812-1818)  keeper  of  the  County  House  and 
Jail.  New  Haven,  which  was  located  where  the  city 
hall  now  stands.     In  1818  he  removed  to  Branford, 


where  he  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits  during 
the  rest  of  his  days,  dying  Dec.  23,  1839.  He  tran- 
sacted much  public  business,  holding  the  office  of 
justice  of  the  peace,  and  various  minor  positions, 
and  served  as  pension  agent,  securing  pensions  for 
Revolutionary  soldiers.  At  one  time  he  was  deputy 
sherifif.  His  political  allegiance  was  given  to  the 
Federalist  party.  Benjamin  R.  Fowler  was  inice 
married,  first  time,  Nov.  28,  1805,  to  Rachel  Fow- 
ler, daughter  of  Stephen  and  Temperance  (Stevens) 
Fowler.  To  this  union  were  born  two  children  that 
grew  to  maturity,  George  R.  and  Randolph.  Air. 
Fowler  married  (second)  June  6.  1816.  Peggy 
daiighter  of  Mason  and  Hannah  (Harrison)  Ho- 
bart, of  Branford,  and  two  children.  James  H.  and 
Henry  IL,  came  of  this  marriage.  The  mother  of 
these  was  born  Dec.  12,  1781,  and  died  March  24, 
1881. 

(VIII)  James  H.  Fowler,  retired  carriage  mak- 
er, was  born  in  Branford,  Conn.,  May  3,  1820  and 
attended  the  common  schools  and  academy  of  the 
place.  At  the  age  of  sixteen  he  commenced  an  ap- 
prenticeship at  the  carriage  making  business  in  Xew 
Haven,  serving  five  years,  and  then  for  ten  years 
conducted  a  w'agon  shop  of  his  own  in  Bianford. 
Later,  also  for  ten  years,  he  ran  a  sloop  between 
Branford  and  Long  Island,  since  when  jie  has  been 
living  retired.  He  has  been  twice  mamed,  first 
time,  in  1842,  to  Sophia,  daughter  of  Wdliani  and 
Esther  Church,  of  Aliddletown,  Conn.,  an,!  four 
children  were  bom  to  them:  Louisa  (Mrs.  X. 
Xewell),  William  H.,  Herbert  and  Charles.  He 
married  (second)  Emily,  daughter  of  George  W. 
and  Alarie  (Cook)  Johnson,  of  Wallingiord.Conn. 
His  cldldren  are  all  now  deceased  except  William 
H..  who  lives  in  Denver  Colo.  William  H.  mar- 
ried Ellen  Smith,  and  has  five  children:  Alary  S.. 
Clara,  William  H.,  Jr..  Fred  and  Charles.  James 
H.  Fowler  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the  Bap- 
tist Church.     In  politics  he  is  a  Republican. 

(VIII)  Henry  H.  Fowler,  the  subject  proper  of 
this  memoir,  received  a  liberal  education  at  the  com- 
mon schools  of  Branford.  He  made  farming  his 
life  work  up  to  1895,  when  he  retired  from  that 
occupation.  An  active  Republican  politically,  he  has 
held  various  municipal  offices,  all  of  which  he  has 
filled,  or  is  filling,  with  his  well-known  ability  and 
judgment.  He  has  in  his  possession  a  family  heir- 
loom in  the  shape  of  a  writing  desk  or  escritoire, 
which  is  said  to  have  been  made  some  time  in  the 
fourteenth  century,  and  which  has  been  handed 
down  from  generation  to  generation. 

Mason  Hobart,  maternal  grandfather  of  our 
subject,  was  bom  Nov.  i,  1752,  at  Stonington, 
Conn.,  a  son  of  Abijah  (of  Xew  London)  and  Alary 
(Bartholomew)  Hobart,  the  former  of  whom  was 
born  in  Stonington,  Conn.,  in  1703,  and  died  in 
1791 ;  the  latter,  who  was  born  in  Branford,  died  at 
the  age  of  eighty-eight  years.  Alason  Hobart,  a 
Revolutionary  pensioner,  was  a  merchant,  shipbuild- 
er and  owner  of  vessels,  and  possessed  a  large  tract 
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of  land  in  Bran  ford.    He  served  in  the  Revolution, 
and  received  a  pension  for  his  services.     On  Nov. 
28,   1776,  he  married  Hannah  Harrison,  who  was 
born  in  1757,  a  daughter  of  Isaac  and  Rebecca  Har-   1 
rison,  of  Branford.     ^lason  Hobart  died  March  27,   j 
1841,  and  his  wife  passed  away  in  1794. 

ALFRED  HUGHES.  Xew  Haven  county  has  I 
been  the  home  and  scene  of  labor  of  many  men  who 
have  not  only  led  lives  that  should  serve  as  an  ex- 
ample to  those  who  come  after  them,  but  who  have 
also  been  of  important  service  to  their  town  and 
county  through  various  avenues  of  usefulness. 
Among  them  may  he  named  Alfred  Hughes,  who 
passed  away  Oct.  18,  1899,  after  a  life  of  industry, 
:and  rich  in  those  rare  possessions  which  only  a  high 
character  can  give. 

Mr.  Hughes  was  born  Xov.  14,  1822,  in  what 
is  now  the  town  of  New  Haven,  but  at  that  time 
formed  a  part  of  East  Haven.  The  Hughes  family 
■of  East  Haven  is  descended  from  Henry  Freeman 
Hughes,  whose  posterity  have  been  substantial 
men  and  women  and  useful  citizens  in  this  and  other 
communities  in  which  their  lots  have  been  cast.  He 
had  a  brother,  Bodwell  Hughes,  who,  however,  has 
no  descendants  in  East  Haven  :  his  only  son  died  in 
1815.  Our  subject  was  in  the  fourth  generation 
from  Henry  Freeman  Hughes,  who  was  born  in 
1723  in  Wales,  and  was  impressed  as  a  seaman  in 
the  English  navy.  On  account  of  his  dislike  for  the 
service  he  deserted  his  ship,  and  about  1748  ap- 
peared in  East  Haven,  Conn.,  under  the  name  of 
Henry  Freeman ;  he  was  reported  to  have  come 
from  Newburyport.  His  name  was  Henry  Hughes, 
but  to  avoid  detection  and  capture  he  assumed  that 
of  Freeman  in  remembrance  of  his  escape,  and  Free- 
man has  ever  since  been  a  common  name  in  the 
family.  On  July  19,  1749,  Mr.  Hughes  married 
Lydia  Tuttle,  who  was  born  in  1722,  daughter  of 
Noah  and  Rachel  (Hoadley)  Tuttle,  and  a  member 
■of  one  of  the  oldest  and  most  influential  families  in 
Connecticut.  Mr.  Tuttle  was  a  large  land  owner  in 
East  Haven,  and  Mr.  Hughes  by  his  marriage  came 
into  possession  of  considerable  property.  He  was 
industrious  and  prosperous,  but  finally  was  over- 
■come  with  misfortune.  He  was  a  farmer  and  ferry- 
man, and  though  his  house  was  not  a  tavern  he  al- 
ways afforded  entertainment  for  those  who  desired 
accommodations.  He  also  kept  staple  groceries  and 
provisions  on  hand  for  his  own  use  and  for  those 
who  did  not  want  to  go  to  New  Haven  for  'them. 
He  was  a  strict  Episcooalian.  very  firm  and  settled 
in  his  belief.  At  that  time,  iust  preceding  and  dur- 
ing the  Revolution,  when  the  ground  which  sepa- 
rated Puritan  and  Churchman  was  contested  inch 
bv  inch,  it  took  courage  and  decision  to  be  a  Church- 
man. His  wife  was  a  Puritan,  but  she  united  with 
his  church,  and  their  children  were  all  brousrht  up 
in  th^t  faith.  ATr.  Hughe?  died  in  1791,  and  Mrs. 
Huphes  in  T704. 

(H)  Daniel  Hughes,  son  of  Henry  Freeman,  the 


settler,  was  born  June  17,  1759,  in  East  Haven,  and 
married  (first)  Lucy  Grannis,  born  in  1761,  in  New 
Haven.  She  died  June  25,  1791,  and  on  Dec.  25, 
1795,  he  married  (second)  Sarah  Atwater,  who 
was  born  April  26,  1756,  in  Cheshire,  Conn.,  and 
died  Jan.  14,  1817.  On  April  5,  1818,  he  married 
(third),  in  East  Haven,  Rachel  Shailor,  bom  in 
Bristol,  Conn.,  in  1773,  who  died  March  20.  1844. 
Daniel  Hughes  received  a  practical  education  in  the 
common  schools,  and  took  up  farming,  in  which  he 
met  with  marked  success :  occasionally  he  engaged 
in  other  lines  of  business.  He  was  a  remarkable 
man  in  many  respects,  and  a  type  of  the  primitive 
New  Englander.  Throughout  life  he  continued  to 
reside  in  the  neighborhood  of  his  birth.  He  pos- 
sessed good  common  sense  and  was  a  strong  prac- 
tical reasoner,  and  ckmg  to  his  belief  with  firmness. 
He  was  an  acute  observer  and  a  man  of  quick  per- 
ception. Simple  in  his  tastes  and  habits,  he  was 
verv  active  in  both  bodv  and  mind,  and  until  his 
death  kept  up  the  habit  of  risin?  between  three  and 
four  o'clock  in  the  morning  and  retiring  at  sunset. 
He  never  would  ride  and  never  would  have  a  horse 
on  his  farm,  believing  in  walking.  He  never  used 
spectacles,  and  read  without  them  with  perfect  ease. 
Mr.  Hughes  was  dignified  in  his  personal  appear- 
p.nce.  Always  kind,  generous  and  hospitable,  his 
home  was  ooen  to  all.  and  those  who  came  were 
welcome.  Blessed  with  abundance,  he  cheerfully 
gave  to  the  deserving  who  had  less  than  he.  and  he 
was  widelv  known  and  beloved.  In  politics  he  was 
a  Whig,  but  had  not  much  taste  for  party  affairs. 
He  earlv  united  with  the  Episcopal  Church,  and 
was  strongly  attached  to  its  teachings,  being  a  very 
prominent  member  to  the  dav  of  his  death,  Nov. 
8,  1842. 

(Ill)  Aaron  Atwater  Hughes,  son  of  Daniel, 
born  Jan.  20,  1797,  in  East  Haven,  was  a  lifelong 
resident  of  that  town,  where  he  died  Julv  14,  18.^3. 
On  Tan.  20,  1822.  he  married  Lydia  Caroline  Tuttle, 
who"  was  born  Oct.  25,  1798,  and  died  May  30,  1892. 
She  was  a  daughter  of  Josiah  Tuttle,  and  grand- 
daughter of  Joseph  Tuttle,  who  was  a  volunteer 
minute-man  in  the  Revolutionary  war,  and  did  coast 
patrol  duty  at  old  Black  Rock  Fort,  now  Fort  Hale. 
He  and  his  son  Josiah,  who  joined  the  Revolution- 
arv  armv  at  the  age  of  sixteen,  were  both  taken 
prisoners  by  the  English  at  that  place,  July  5,  1779. 
The  British  otficers  took  possession  of  his  house, 
which  they  destroyed  with  considerable  other  prop- 
ertv.  Aaron  A.  Hughes  inherited  the  prominent 
family  traits  of  character  to  a  marked  degree,  hav- 
ing been  warm  hearted  and  open  handed,  genial, 
kind  and  hospitalile  to  all.  He  was  gifted  with  a 
high  order  of  abilitv.  Mrs.  Hughes  was  a  woman 
educated  in  advance  of  her  time,  and  her  mental 
store  was  constantlv  enriched  bv  continual  reading, 
with  keen  perception,  clear  and  strong  reasoning. 
Hers  were  those  sterling  qualities  of  mind  and  heart 
which  enabled  her  to  guide  her  children  in  all  the 
essentials  of  usefulness  and  integrity,  a  duty  which 
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devolved  upon  her  by  her  early  widowhood.  She 
always  kept  abreast  ol  the  times,  in  all  current 
events,  and  retained  her  faculties  in  a  remarkable  de- 
o-ree  to  the  last.  Her  birthday  Scriptural  proverb 
was  truly  fulfilled:  "Strength  and  nonor  are  her 
clothing.  She  shall  rejoice  m  time  to  come."  Al- 
fred Hughes,  our  subject,  was  the  older  in  a  fam- 
ily of  two  children,  the  other  being  Sarah  Eva. 

Miss  Sarah  E.  Hughes  was  educated  in  the 
schools  of  New  Haven  and  the  Academy  at  West- 
field,  Mass.,  and  in  1853  commenced  teaching  in  a 
school  which  she  attended.  Later  she  taught  in 
private  boarding  schools  for  a  few  years,  and  then 
became  connected  with  the  public  schools  of  Xew 
Haven,  being  principal's  assistant  at  the  W'ooster 
school  two  years,  and  principal  of  the  Dixwell  ave- 
nue school  for  nineteen  consecutive  years,  making 
twenty-one  years  of  continued  service  in  Xew  Ha- 
ven. Miss  Hughes  was  a  very  popular  and  thor- 
ough educator,  and  met  with  most  excellent  suc- 
cess. She  is  now  living  with  our  subject's  widow  on 
the  old  home  farm.  One  writer  speaks  thus  of  her 
life  and  work:  "Miss  Hughes  has  not  only  main- 
tained herself  by  a  successful  prosecution  of  a  busi- 
ness to  which  she  has  devoted  her  energies,  but  has 
surrounded  herself  with  the  comforts  of  a  home 
which  it  is  her  delight  also  to  make,  in  her  gener- 
ous and  hospitable  way,  the  home  of  those  whom 
she  loves  and  respects.  Her  childhood  was  charac- 
terized by  the  early  development  of  a  bright  and 
inquiring  intellect  which  instinctively  thirsted  for 
knowledge.  This  literary  turn  of  mind,  together 
with  an  ardent  love  of  study,  ultimatelv  led  her  to 
resolve  to  qualify  herself  for  the  honorable  position 
of  a  teacher.  With  this  view,  after  spending  several 
years  in  the  best  schools  in  Xew  Haven,  she  entered 
the  academy  at  Westfield,  Mass.,  imder  the  charge 
of  William  C.  Goldwaite,  where  she  spent  two  years 
in  the  study  of  the  higher  branches  of  education. 
Upon  her  graduation  from  this  institution,  she  com- 
menced her  career  as  a  teacher  in  the  same,  and  re- 
mained as  pupil  and  teacher  three  years  and  a  half. 
At  the  expiration  of  this  period  a  flattering  offer 
was  extended  to  her  to  become  a  teacher  in  a  board- 
ing school  in  Louisa  Court  House.  Va.,  which  after 
mature  consideration  she  concluded  to  accept.  This 
position  she  continued  to  fill,  with  the  entire  accept- 
ance of  her  employers,  from  September,  1854.  until 
July,  1857,  when,  upon  the  failure  of  her  health,  she 
was  compelled  to  resign  and  return  to  he  friends 
in  Connecticut.  Here,  in  consequence  of  ill  health, 
she  remained  until  1S60,  when  an  offer  was  made 
her  of  another  position  in  a  boarding  school  in  Sara- 
toga, N.  Y...  where  she  remained  for  one  year,  when, 
finding-  that  the  climate  did  not  agree  with  her.  she 
was  obliged  to  relinquish  the  engagement  and  return 
to  her  home.  After  an  interval  of  rest,  she  next  ac- 
cented the  Position  of  principal's  afsista-^t  in  the 
^^'ooster  public  Fchcol  in  X'ew  Haven,  which  she  re- 
tained for  the  period  of  two  rears.  Her  next  field 
of  labor   was   the  Dixwell   school — another  of  the 


public  schools  of  New  Haven — which  she  entered, 
ni  1SO4.  Alter  tne  lauaiul  and  energetic  disciiarge 
of  tlie  duties  ol  tne  suboruinate  pasit.ons  in  tnis, 
institution  slie  was  ultuiiately  promotetl  to  become 
tlie  principal,  whicn  position  she  heicl,  to  her  credit, 
as  well  as  to  tlie  entire  satisfaction  of  the  board  of 
education,  until  18S3. 

"in  1851  the  attention  of  Miss  Hughes  was 
drawn  to  the  subject  of  religion,  and  at  a  subse- 
quent period,  in  the  rite  of  confirmation,  she  made 
a  profession  of  her  faith  in  Christ,  and  was  admitted 
to  the  Holy  Conmiunion  in  St.  James  Church,  Fair 
Haven,  of  which  parish  she  has  continued  to  be  a 
faithful  and  exemplary  member  ever  since,  in  man- 
ners and  address  Miss  Hughes  is  courteous  and 
agreeable ;  and  as  a  teacher  she  has  been  eminently 
successful." 

At  the  age  of  seventeen  years  Alfred  Hughes 
began  life  for  himself,  taking  charge  of  the  farm 
where  his  widow  now  resides— the  homestead  of  his 
father,  located  about  a  half  mile  east  of  Tomlin- 
son's  bridge.  To  its  cultivation  and  improvement 
he  devoted  his  time  and  energies  throughout  life, 
and  was  numbered  among  the  best  and  most  suc- 
cessful agriculturists  of  the  community,  at  the  time 
of  his  death  owning  quite  a  large  and  valuable 
estate.  He  was  a  man  of  decided  preferences  and 
strong  prejudices,  but  full  of  forbearance  and  con- 
siderate charity  for  those  who  held  opposite  views. 
Although  tenacious  of  his  opinions  and  firm  in  his 
purposes,  he  was  a  "'man  of  strict  integrity,  sound 
judgment  and  good  business  capacity.  He  was  a 
man  of  tender  sympathies,  which  were  easily 
•  aroused,  and  led  him  to  the  performance  of  kindly 
acts  to  neighbors,  friends  and  strangers.  Plain  and: 
unpretending  in  his  habits  and  address,  he  com- 
mended himself  to  all  as  the  friend  of  the  unfortu- 
nate and  helpless,  but  was  the  enemy  of  idleness, 
and  vagrancy.  A  faithful  advocate  and  liberal  pa- 
tron of  all  practical  improvements  for  the  moral 
and  intellectual  benefit  of  the  community,  he  en- 
joyed in  a  high  degree  the  confidence  of  his  neigh- 
bors and  townsmen,  among  whom  his  sound  judg- 
ment and  faithful  execution  of  all  projects  which 
commended  themselves  to  his  favor  is  proverbial. 
'.  An  industrious,  honest  and  substantial  man,  as  ai 
i  son.  brother,  husband  and  father,  he  was  faithful, 
I  considerate,  aft'ectionate,  indulgent  and  tender." 

Alfred  Hughes  was  married  in  X'^ew  Haven. 
X'ov.  4,  1861,  to  Miss  ^lary  Ann  Rowe,  who  was 
\  born  in  East  Haven,  Dec.  20,  1839,  ^  daughter  of 
.  Robert  and  Abbie  Rowe :  her  father  was  a  native 
I  of  Falmouth.  England ;  her  mother  was  born  in 
j  X'orwich.  Conn,,  a  descendant  of  a  Story  who  was 
I  one  of  the  very  early  settlers  of  Massachusetts,  and 
i  soon  after  moved  to  X^orwich,  Conn.  To  Mr.  and 
;  Mrs.  Huerhcs  were  born  three  children,  namely: 
I  Carolina  Tuttle  graduated  from  the  X'ew  Haven 
i  high  scliool  and  the  S''ate  X'ormal,  and  for  a  num- 
I  ber  of  years  taught  in  the  X''ew  Haven  public 
1  schools ;  she  is  at  present  teaching  in  a  young  la- 
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dies'  seminary  at  Springfield.  Mass.  Xormand  At- 
water  married  Clara  L.  Pierce,  and  has  one  child, 
Marion.  Alfred  Burdette  is  a  graduate  of  Yale  Col- 
lege, class  of  1895,  and  Yale  Law  School,  1897, 
and  is  a  practicing  lawyer  of  New  Haven. 

Socially  Air.  Hughes  was  a  member  of  Harmony 
Lodge,  L  O.  O.  F.,  of  Xew  Haven,  for  forty-three 
^ears.  He  always  took  an  active  and  commendable 
interest  in  public  affairs ;  served  as  selectman  of 
East  Haven  in  1857  and  other  years;  and  in  various 
other  offices.  After  his  section  of  the  town  was  set 
aside  and  added  to  Xew  ilaven  he  was  elected 
selectman  of  the  latter,  in  1888.  He  was  public- 
spirited  and  enterprising,  and  was  also  verv  char- 
itable, the  poor  and  the  needy  always  finding  in  him 
a  friend.  During  the  winter  he  would  load  his 
wagon  with  vegetables  and  produce  of  all  kinds, 
which  he  would  distribute  among  the  poor  of  his 
vicinity.  Throughout  his  career  of  continued  and 
far-reaching  usefulness  his  duties  were  performed 
with  the  greatest  care,  and  during  a  long  life  his 
personal  honor  and  integrity  were  without  blemish. 

SHELTOX  TRUAL\X  HITCHCOCK.  The 
Hitchcock  family  of  which  the  gentleman,  whose 
name  here  appears,  is  an  honored  member,  is  an 
old  settled  one  in  Xew  IMilford. 

In  the  spring  of  1635,  when  twenty-five  years 
old,  Mathias  Hitchcock  came  from  England  to  Bos- 
ton on  the  bark  "Susan  and  Ellen,"  and  from  there 
removed  to  Watertown,  Conn.,  where  in  July,  1636, 
he  secured  twenty-three  acres  of  land  in  the  Great 
dividends,  which  he  afterward  sold  to  D.  Patrick. 
In  1639  his  name  appears  on  the  records  of  Xew 
Haven  as  one  of  the  signers  of  the  fundamental 
agreement  made  on  the  fourth  day  of  the  fourth 
month  (then  called  June),  1639.  According  to  : 
"Hitchcock  Genealog}'"  he  had  a  brother,  Edward, 
who  also  was  one  of  the  five  purchasers  of  "South  '■ 
End  N^eck"  (now  East  Haven),  where  they  dwelt  ; 
after  1651.  He  (Mathias)  died  in  the  X'ew  Haven 
Colony  X^ov.  14.  1669,  his  widow  in  1676.  Their 
children  were:  Eliakim  married  March  4.  1666. 
Sarah  Merrick,  daughter  of  Thomas  ]\Ierrick ;  Xa- 
thaniel  married  Jan.  18,  1670.  Elizabeth  Morse,  a 
daughter  of  John  r  Johri:  a  sketch  of  whom  follows; 
Elizabeth,  bom  June  4,  165 1,  in  X'ew  Haven,  mar- 
ried January,  1672,  Anthony  Howel,  of  Branford, 
Conn,  (for  her  second  husband  she  wedded  John 
Nash). 

John  Hitchcock,  son  of  ]Mathias,  was  born  in 
the  New  Haven  Colony,  there  grew  to  manhood, 
and  removed  thence  to  what  is  now  Wallingford, 
Conn.,  where  he  was  one  of  the  original  proprietors, 
and  owned  a  large  tract  of  land.  He  died  there 
July  6,  1716.  He  was  twice  married,  first  on  Jan. 
18,  1670,  to  Abigail  Merriman,  who  was  born  April 
18,  1654,  a  daughter  of  Capt.  Nathaniel  Merriman ; 
for  his  second  wife  he  married  Anril  18.  1677.  a 
daughter  of  Samuel  Cook.  John  Hitchcock's  chil- 
dren were  as  follows :  A  daughter,  born  Oct.  i,  1672, 


died  young;  Abigail,  born  April  10,  1694,  married 
Jacob  Johnson;  Mary,  born  Dec.  10,  1676,  married 
Benjamin  Beach;  Xathaniel,  born  April  18,  1679, 
married  Sarah  Jennings;  Alargery,  born  Sept.  9! 
1681,  married  Joseph  Alunson ;' Elizabeth,  born 
April  18,  1684,  supposed  to  have  married  Daniel 
Lines;  John,  born  Oct.  18,  1685,  married  Marlow 
Alunson;  -Mathias,  born  May  26,  1688,  married 
Thankful  Andrews;  Hannah,  Jan.  9,  1690,  is  sup- 
posed to  have  married  John  Lines ;  Damaris,  born 
July  II,  1693,  married  Sylvanus  Clark;  Benjamin, 
a  sketch  of  whom  follows. 

Capt.  Benjamin  Hitchcock,  son  of  John,  was 
born  -March  24,  i6q6,  in  Wallingford.  When  in 
manhood  he  moved  to  what  is  now  Cheshire,  Conn., 
and  there  owned  land  and  fanned;  he  also  owned 
land  in  the  parish  of  Southington.  He  died  in 
Cheshire,  Feb.  12,  1767.  By  '^his  wife,  Elizabeth 
Ives,  who  was  born  Sept.  6.  1700.  and  died  Aug.  S, 
1762,  a  daughter  of  Joseph  and  Esther  Ives,  he 
had  children  as  follows:  Bela,  born  Oct.  27,  1719, 
married  Sarah  Atwater;  Hannah,  born  Sept.  12, 
1721,  married  May  26,  1740,  Elnathan  Andrews; 
I  Benjamin,  a  sketch  of  whom  follows;  Elizabeth, 
I  born  Feb.  23,  1726;  Abigail,  born  May  10,  1728. 
married  Dec.  9,  1747,  Daniel  Bradley,  of  New 
Haven;  Samuel,  born  April,  1730;  Nathaniel,  born 
June  30,  1732,  died  March  12,  1734;  Enos,  bap- 
tized April,  1734;  Joseph,  born  July  12,  1737,  died 
Nov.  I,  1760;  Nathaniel,  born  Sept.  20,  1739,  mar- 
ried May  4,  1763,  Lydia  Dutton,  and  died  -May  30, 
1770;  David,  born  June  29,  1742,  married  Hannah 
Doolittle;  Damaris,  born  Sept.  3,  1745,  died  Nov. 
25.  1756. 

Benjamin  Hitchcock,  son  of  Capt.  Benjamin, 
was  born  in  the  town  of  Wallingford  Feb.  23,  1724, 
passed  the  most  of  his  life  in  Cheshire,  and  died  there 
Oct.  4,  1792.  He  married  Feb.  27,  1745,  Rhoda 
Cook,  born  Oct.  22,  172.1.,  in  Cheshire,  and  died 
May  16,  1808.  Their  children:  Thaddeus,  born 
Dec.  13,  1745,  died  Aug.  8,  1752;  Hannah,  born 
March  9,  1748,  married  a  Mr.  Ward;  Benjamin, 
sketch  of  whom  follows ;  Rhoda,  born  Nov.  24, 
1752,  married  April  5,  1755,  Obed  Doolittle;  Lucy, 
born  March  24,  1755;  Damaris,  born  Dec.  5,  1756; 
Thaddeus,  born  Alarch  10,  1760,  married  Abigail 
.\rnold. 

Benjamin  Hitchcock,  a  son  of  Benjamin  above, 
was  born  Nov.  24,  1752,  in  Cheshire,  then  a  part  of 
Wallingford,  whence  he  removed  to  Waterbury, 
where  he  became  a  land  owner  and  farmer,  a  highlv 
respected  and  prominent  citizen.  He  died  there 
in  1809.  By  his  wife,  Eunice  (Hotchkiss),  who 
was  born  Jan.  8,  1755,  and  died  in  1799,  a  daughter 
of  Daniel  Hotchkiss,  he  had  children  as  follows: 
Anna,  born  -A.pril  19,  1775  ;  Saly,  born  in  1778,  mar- 
ried J.  G.  Tyrrell ;  Reuben  married  Leda  Plant, 
daughter  of  James  Plant:  Jared  married  Dec.  i, 
1808,  Lillie  Bunnell;  Manly,  born  Dec.  23,  1783: 
Samuel,  born  March  3,  1787,  married  -Amelia  Os- 
bom;  George,  born  June  27,  1789,  lived  in  Water- 


iifi-jl'ir.     'rj.  ■  u-.i!    ,'  \'-,  1 


COMMEMORATIVE   BIOGRAPHICAL   RECORD. 


847 


titwn  N.  Y. ;  Benjamin  Truman,  a  sketch  of  whom 
fdllows ;  and  Eunice,  bom  Feb.  19,  1793,  married 
llcniaii  Tyrrell. 

licnjainin  Truman  Hitchcock,  son  of  Benjamin 
;iIm)vc,  and  the  father  of  the  subject  proper  of  this 
>kctcli,  was  born  Aug.  9,  1791,  at  Waterbury,  Conn. 
lie  was  a  farmer  and  land  owner  at  East  Farms, 
town  of  Waterbury,  died  there,  and  was  buried  in 
East  Farms  cemetery ;  a  member  of  the  Congrega- 
tional Church,  he  was  a  devout  Christian,  a  good 
and  worthy  man,  in  politics  he  was  an  old-line 
Whig. 

On  Feb.  22,  1815,  Benjamin  T.  Hitchcock  mar- 
ried Julia  Frisbie,  who  was  born  in  Waterbury,  a 
daughter  of  Daniel  Frisbie,  sketch  of  whom  appears 
elsewhere,  and  the  names  and  dates  of  the  birth  of 
their  children  are  as  follows :  Eliza  Finette,  July 
18,  1816,  married  J.  C.  Beach,  and  is  still  living; 
Edward  M. ;  Shelton  Truman,  sketch  of  whom  fol- 
lows; Juliette,  born  July  4.  1828,  died  in  1831  :  El- 
more William,  May  13,  1833;  and  George  Benja- 
min, a  sketch  of  whom  follows. 

Sheldon  Truman  Hitchcock,  son  of  Benjamin 
Truman,  and  the  subject  of  this  memoir,  was  bom 
Dec.  13,  1822,  at  the  homestead  in  town  of  Water- 
bury, and  received  his  education  in  part  at  the  dis- 
trict schools,  and  in  part  at  a  private  school.  Un- 
til he  was  thirty-three  years  old  he  worked  for  his 
father,  and  then  bought  the  Maple  Lake  farm,  on 
the  old  turnpike  near  Judge  Hill,  town  of  Wolcott, 
known  first  as  the  Lewis  farms ;  it  is  a  tract  of  400 
acres,  and  the  house  was  formerly  a  hotel  owned 
by  Reuben  Lewis.  Here  Mr.  Hitchcock  has  lived 
for  forty-five  years,  during  which  time  he  has  made 
vast  improvements  and  has  added  "300  acres  to  the 
original  place,  so  that  the  farm  lies  in  the  towns  of 
Cheshire  and  Wolcott.  Besides  general  farming, 
including  dairying  and  stock  raising,  he  deals 
largely  in  wood,  and  he  is  noted  for  honesty  and  in- 
tegrity in  all  his  transactions. 

On  Oct.  26,  1855.  Shelton  T.  Hitchcock  was 
married  to  Cornelia  C.  Andrews,  who  was  born  in 
the  town  of  Wolcott,  Aug.  22.  1833,  a  daughter  of 
Chester  and  Olive  L.  (Bassett)  Andrews,  and 
granddaughter  of  Luther  and  Martha  (Thomas) 
Andrews.  She  is  a  lady  of  refinement,  a  good 
mother,  wife  and  helpmeet  in  every  sense  of  the 
word.  Children  were  born  to  this  honored  couple 
as  follows:  Jennie  J.,  born  ^larch  25,  1857.  mar- 
ried William "R.  Steele,  of  Waterbury;  Xettie  C, 
born  Aug.  22,  i860,  married  George  J-  Alexander; 
Eva,  born  Sept.  i,  1862.  died  Sept.  8,  1862;  and 
Elbert,  bom  Nov.  7,  1867,  died  Jan.  i,  1888.  The 
last  named  was  a  young  man  of  excellent  repute, 
highly  educated  and  clever,  and  his  taking  away 
so  early  in  life  was  a  sad  bereavement  to  his  par- 
ents and  friends.  Mrs.  Martha  (Thomas)  An- 
drews, grandmother  of  Mrs.  Hitchcock,  was  a  sis- 
t-er  of  Scth  Thomas,  the  noted  clock  manufacturer 
of  Thomaston,  Conn.,  while  the  wife  of  Setii 
Thomas  was   Laura   Andrews,   a   sister  of   Luther 


-Viidrews,  and  daughter  of  William  Andrews,  a 
captain  in  the  Revolutionary  army.  Albert  A.  An- 
drews, brother  of  Mrs.  Hitchcock,  served  three 
years  in  the  Civil  war,  and  now  lives  in  Brooklvn, 
New  York. 

In  politics  3,1  r.  Hitchcock  is  a  stanch  Democrat, 
and  has  filled  several  positions  of  honor  and  trust 

■  in  the  gift  of  his  party,  but  at  all  times  represented 
the  people,  regardless  of  politics.  He  was  elected 
to  the  State  Legislature  six  terms,  namely :  1859, 
1 87 1,  1872,  1874,  1878  and  1879,  and  sat  in  the  old 
house  at  Hartford  the  last  time,  and  at  the  first 
session  in  the  new  house,  also  the  last  session  in  the 
old  New  Haven  house.  For  twelve  years  he  served 
as  a  member  of  the  board  of  selectmen  for  the  town 
of  Wolcott,  during  several  of  which  years  he  was 

i  its  chairman ;  was  a  member  of  the  board  of  relief ; 
has  served  as  assessor;  and  was  elected  grand  juror 
and  justice  of  the  peace,  but  declined  these  offices. 
He  is  very  domestic  in  his  life  and  habits,  and  tem- 
perate in  all  things.     In  business  matters  he  is  con- 

'  ceded  to  be  the  most  successful  farmer  in  Wolcott, 
and  by  hard  work,  judicious  management  and 
sound  judgment  he  has  earned  a  comfortable  com- 
petence. 

George  Benjamin  Hitchcock,  brother  of  Shelton 
T.,  was  bom  Sept.  16,  1838,  on  the  home  farm,  in 
the  town  of  Waterbury,  and  all  his  life  has  engaged 

■  in  agricultural  pursuits  on  the  ^Meriden  road.  He 
married  Helen  Alexander,  daughter  of  John  Alex- 

I  ander,  and  sister  to  George  J.  Alexander,  of  Wat- 
erbury, and  three  children  have  come  to  their  union : 
Irving,  born  in  1869,  died  in  1881  ;  Warren  B.,  born 
in  1872,  was  married  in  1892  to  Helen  S.  Frost, 
adopted  daughter  of  Mrs.  Charles  Frost ;  and  Fan- 
nie, bom  in  1882,  is  living  at  home.  Mrs.  Hitch- 
cock is  a  member  of  the  Congregational  Church  at 
Waterbury. 

HENRY  B.  GRISWOLD,  retired,  who  during 
his  active  years  was  one  of  the  best  known  bu?iness 
men  of  Guilford,  was  born  in  that  town  Nov.  25, 
1824,  son  of  Joel  and  Polly  (Bartlett)  Griswold. 

Mr.  Griswold  commenced  his  studies  in  the 
home  district,  and  completed  his  studies  with  two 
terms  in  a  select  school.  As  he  was  the  eldest  son, 
he  had  to  help  his  father  in  the  work,  and  remained 
at  home  until  he  reached  his  majority,  when  he  mar- 
ried and  removed  to  Clinton,  where  he  was  a  farmer 

•■  for  some  years.  Returning  to  Guilford  he  became 
employed  on  a  tract  of  land  near  the  old  homestead, 
on  which  he  made  extensive  improvements  and  also 

I  took  up  the  lumbering  business.  At  first  he  cut  and 
furnished  ties  and  timber  for  the  New  York,  New 
Haven  &  Hartford  Shore  Line.  He  cut  and  shipped 
timber  for  the  construction  of  the  largest  sailing  ves- 
sel built  in  America,  and  in  all  furnished  timber  for 
more  than  thirtv  shios.  Later  he  branched  out  more 
extensively,  organizing  the  Griswold  Lumber  Co., 
with  headquarters  at  Chicasro.  of  which  he  was 
president  and  his  son  H.  W.  secretary  and  treas- 
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urer.  The  company  did  a  business  of  more  than 
$100,000  a  year,  furnishing  more  than  ten  miihon 
feet  of  white  oak  timber  for  the  Michigan  Central 
railroad ;  considerable  for  the  Grand  Trunk  rail- 
road ;  and  also  supplying  the  World's  Fair  with  a 
large  quantity  of  timber.  They  thoroughly  investi- 
gated the  lumber  resources  of  the  West,  from  Win- 
nipeg to  Texas,  and  had  altogether  twenty-five 
mills  in  different  parts  of  the  country,  their  mill 
products  going  to  all  parts  of  the  world.  Our 
subject  furnished  piles  for  a  number  of  docks  in 
New  York,  and  timber  for  many  of  the  elevators 
of  that  city.  During  the  time  he  was  in  business 
he  dealt  with  many  railroad  men  in  the  United 
States  and  Canada,  and  has  met  many  of  the  lead- 
ing men  of  the  country.  He  refused  an  offer  of  the 
Canadian  Pacific  railroad  to  look  after  their  lum- 
.ber  interests,  at  a  salary  of  $3,000  a  year.  He 
spent  one  winter  and  part  of  several  summers  in 
the  Adirondacks,  in  the  interest  of  Thomas  C. 
Durant,  the  builder  of  the  Union  Pacific  railroad, 
locating  an  old  survey  for  a  railroad  from  Saratoga 
to  Sacket's  Harbor,  on  Lake  Ontario,  stocking  his 
mills,  and  looking  over  timber  lands,  of  which  he 
had  six  hundred  thousand  acres.  During  the  Civil 
war  Mr.  Griswold  furnished  the  government  with 
timber  for  war  vessels  then  building,  as  well  as  for 
docks.  Mr.  Griswold  is  a  reader  of  character,  antl 
a  keen  judge  of  men  and  events.  He  worked  hard 
at  whatever  he  had  in  hand,  and  commanded  the 
respect  of  his  fellow  men  in  every  walk  of  life. 

Mr.  Griswold  married,  Nov.  25,  1845,  Miss 
Polly  E.  Wilcox,  who  was  born  Oct.  21.  1825, 
daughter  of  Selah  Wilcox,  of  Clinton.  She  died 
Aug.  19,  1866,  and  was  buried  in  the  Alderhood 
cemetery.  To  this  union  came  two  children:  (i) 
Emelyn,  born  Sept.  26,  1847,  '^  the  widow  of 
James  A.  Dudley,  who  died  in  1897,  and  was  buried 
in  Alderhood  cemetery.  They  had  five  children — 
Lillian  E.,  born  Oct.  21.  1871  :  Harry  C.  born  July 
31,  1878,  now  a  student  at  Harvard;  Ernest  Gris- 
wold, born  in  August,  1880,  now  at  Leland  Stan- 
ford University :  Alice  Griswold.  born  June  22, 
1883;  and  Laura  Eliot,  born  Feb.  14.  1886.  (2) 
Henry  Wilcox,  born  Feb.  21,  1850,  received  a  good 
business  education,  and  was  engaged  in  the  lum- 
ber business  with  his  father  as  partner.  He  is  now 
the  general  manager  of  three  cold  storage  ware- 
houses— located  respectivelv  in  Jersey  City.  Spring- 
field, Mass.,  and  Albany — of  the  Eastern  States  Re- 
frigerating Co.,  whose  home  office  is  in  New  York 
City.  He  is  a  thorough  business  man  and  has 
been  very  successful.  He  married  Mettie  M.  Mor- 
rison, who  had  more  than  a  local  reputation  in 
music  and  art,  and  to  this  union  came  one  child, 
Ruth,  who  is  now  in  the  Guilford  high  school.  Mrs. 
Henry  Wilcox  Griswold  died  April  18,  1896,  in 
Chicago. 

Henry  P..  Griswold  married  for  his  second  wife, 
Oct.  17,  1867,  Eugenia  ^laria  Scranton.  who  was 
born  in   New   Haven,   daughter  of   Hamilton   W. 


I  and     Ann     Maria    (Rowe)     Scranton.      Abraham 
:  Scranton,   her   grandfather,    was   one   of   the   best- 
known  citizens  of  Madison,  Conn.     To  this  union 
came  one  child,  Herbert  H.,  who  was  born  Jan.  2, 
1876,  and  died  xMay  6,  1882. 

Mr.  Griswold  is  a  Republican,  with  strong  in- 
dependent proclivities.  He  was  selectman  for  two 
terms,  and  has  lieen  justice  of  the  peace  and  grand 
juror  of  the  United  States  Court.  In  rehgion  he 
i  has  allied  himself  with  the  First  Congregationat 
Church.  He  is  a  good,  whole-souled  man,  and  is 
well  liked  in  his  community. 

RANSO'M    BENJA^HN    HALL     (deceased) 
was  through  life  one  of  the  best  known  and  most? 
I  highly  respected  citizens  of  Wolcott,   New  Haven 
I  county,    where   he   was   born   July    12,    1852.      His 
:  father,   Heman   Wilsey   Hall,   was  a  native  of   the 
'  same  town,  born  in   1824,  a  son  of  Deacon  Orrin 
Hall,  and  a  brother  of  Mrs.   Harriet  J.   Gladding, 
who  still  occupies  the  old  homestead,  and  in  whose 
{  sketch  more  extended  mention  is  made  of  the  family, 
j  The  mother  of  our  subject,  who  bore  the  maiden 
I  name  of  Betsey  Ann  Sperry.  was  descended  from 
one   of   the   oldest    families   of  the    State,   being   a 
i  daughter  of  Joseph  and  Abigail  Sperrv,  of  Wolcott. 
I         Ransom  B.  Hall  acquired  his  literary  education 
in   the  district   schools   of   Wolcott,   and   upon   the 
!  home  farm  gained  an  excellent  knowledge  of  agri- 
I  cultural  pursuits.     He  lived  with  his  grandparents 
I  until   reaching  manhood,   his   parents    having   died 
I  when  he  was  young.     On  starting  out  in  hfe  for 
'  himself  he  chose  the  occupation   to  which  he  had 
been  reared,  and  in  his  labors  met  with  most  excel- 
lent success,  becoming  one  of  the  largest  land  own- 
ers and  most  extensive  farmers  of  his  section  of  the 
town.    He  was  also  interested  in  stock  raising. 

In  1874,  in  Woodtick,  town  of  Wolcott,  :\ir.  Hall 
was  married  to  Miss  Anna  E.  Root,  a  native  of  that 
town,  a  daughter  of  Timothy  and  Marv  (Goodwin) 
Root,  and  a  granddaughter  of  Mark  Root  and  Vir- 
gril  C.  Goodwin.  She  is  a  lady  of  education  and  re- 
finement, and  successfully  engaged  in  teaching  in 
the  district  schools  for  several  years.  Since  her 
husband's  death  she  has  moved  to  Mill  Plain,  in  the 
town  of  Waterburv,  where  she  has  erected  an  ele- 
fi:ant  residence.  She  is  an  active  member  of  Mad 
River  Granee,  of  which  she  is  now  secretary.  In 
religious  belief  =he  is  an  EniscoDalian.  Her  chil- 
dren are  Nettie  J..  Geor<Te  R.,  Daisy  M  and  Robert 
R..  all  at  ho'ne.  The  older  son  is  n(5w  engaged  as  a 
traveling  salesman  for  the  Cvcle  Supplv  Co.,'  of 
Hartford. 

Mr.  Hall  died  on  his  farm  in  Wolcott  Oct.  3. 
1889,  and  was  laid  to  rest  in  Woodtick  cemeterv. 
He  was  a  Republican  in  politics,  and  always  took 
quite  an  active  and  prominent  part  in  pulic  affairs, 
being  speciallv  interested  in  educational  matters. 
He  was  serving  as  tax  collector  of  his  town  at  the- 
time  of  his  death.  Relieiouslv  he  ^■'•as  a  leading 
member  of  the  Congregational  Church,  and  always 
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took  a  deep  interest  in  its  work.  In  his  home  he  was 
an  indulgent  father,  a  kind  and  devoted  husband, 
and  liis  genuine  worth  and  manly  virtues  were  wide- 
ly recognized.  He  never  acted  except  from  honest 
liictives,  and  in  all  his  varied  relations,  in  business 
afairs  and  social  life,  he  maintained  a  character  and 
.standing  that  impressed  all  with  his  sincere  and 
nianly  purpose  to  do  by  others  as  he  would  have 
others  do  by  him. 

EDWIX  JESSE  CLINTON,  a  member  of  the 
carriage  wood-work  firm  of  E.  J.  Clinton  &  Son, 
Clintonville,  Conn.,  was  born  in  the  town  of  Wall- 
ingford,  Sept.  4,  1S36,  and  belongs  to  a  family  long 
located  in  this  part  of  the  world. 

The  Clintons  are  said  to  be  of  Scotch  descent, 
and  are  supposed  to  have  come  to  ^Massachusetts  to 
Connecticut  in  the  latter  part  of  the  seventeenth 
century.  Laurence  Clinton,  the  first  of  the  name  in 
New  Haven,  settled  in  what  is  now  North  Haven 
in  1702.  He  became  a  member  of  Center  Church, 
New  Haven,  in  1704,  and  was  one  of  six  men  who 
united  in  forming  an  Episcopal  Society  in  North 
Haven  in  1723.  By  occupation  he  was  a  mason. 
Records  show  that  he  was  born  in  1679  and  died 
1757-8,  and  that  he  was  married    about    the    year 

1700  to  Mary (probably  Brockett),  and  became 

the  father  of  seven  daughters,  viz. :  Elizabeth,  who 
married  James  Bishop  Jan.  20,  1725-6;  Abigail; 
Mary,  who  married  Isaac  Griggs,  Oct.  21,  1725; 
Lydia;  Sarah  ;  Anne;  and  Phebe.  He  married  (sec- 
ond) Elizabeth  Barnes  (  ?),  and  had  sons,  Laurence 
and  John. 

(II)  John  Clinton,  second  son  of  Laurence,  was 
born  April  9,  1740,  and  on  Jime  7,  1764,  married 
Ann  Thorpe.  A  daughter,  Anna,  was  born  April 
9,  1766.  This  family  all  died  in  the  fall  of  1777, 
probably  of  smallpox — Anna,  the  daughter,  on  Sept. 
29;  Ann,  the  mother,  on  Oct.  10,  and  John  soon 
after  in  North  Haven. 

(II)  Capt.  Laurence  Clinton,  eldest  son  of 
Laurence,  was  born  Jan.  i,  1737,  and  died  Sept.  9, 
1804.  He  was  appointed  captain  of  the  Ninth  Com- 
pany, or  Train  Band,  Connecticut  Militia,  in  1781. 
and  he  served  in  the  Revolutionary  war.  He  bought 
the  "Clinton  Homestead"  in  the  town  of  Walling- 
ford  in  1776.  It  has  been  the  home  of  three  gener- 
ations of  the  Clintons,  and  is  now  the  residence  of 
Elizur  Z.  Clinton.  Capt.  Laurence  Clinton  was 
a  wealthy  farmer  and  extensive  land  holder.  His 
wife,  to  whom  he  was  married  Nov.  15,  1759,  was 
Elizabeth  Todd,  bom  Sept.  29,  1736,  died  April  30, 
''^3.  She  was  a  daughter  of  Gershom  Todd  and 
Hannah  (Mansfield)  Todd,  granddaughter  of  Mich- 
ael Todd,  great-granddaughter  of  Christopher  Todd, 
one  of  the  first  New  Haven  Colonists.  Their  chil- 
dren were  Esther,  Jesse,  David  (born  Aug.  27,  1765, 
died  April  21,  1783).  Eunetia  and  Hannah.  He 
married  (second)  widow  Lucretia  De  Witt,  who 
afterward  married  Nathaniel  Johnson,  and  died  in 
1844. 
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(III)  Esther  Clinton,  oldest  child  of  Capt. 
Laurence  Clinton,  was  born  Aug.  5,  1760,  and  mar- 
ried Solomon  Jacobs,  who  was  born  July  i,  1759, 
and  died  Nov.  7,  1799.  The  children  born  of  this 
were  as  follows  :  David,  born  Jan.  6,  1781  ;  Clinton, 
Aug.  13,  1782;  Solomon,  Sept.  9,  1787;  Hannah, 
April  6,  1789,  and  died  Dec.  30,  1794:  Linus,  Sept. 
I,  1791  ;  Anson,  Sept.  27,  1793;  Silas,  March  22, 
1796;  and  Esther,  May  2,  1800. 

(HI)  Eunetia  Clinton,  born  Dec.  13,  1768, 
fourth  child  of  Capt.  Laurence  Clinton,  married 
Thomas  Beach  and  removed  to  Vermont.  She  had 
three  children — twin  daughters,  and  a  son,  Laur- 
ence. 

(Ill)  Hannah  Clinton,  fifth  child  of  Capt. 
Laurence  Clinton,  was  born  in  1772,  and  died  Jan. 
15,  1861.  She  married  Joel  Pierpont,  and  became 
the  mother  of  two  children :  Louis,  who  married 
Rosette  Jacobs,  and  had  no  children ;  and  Lewey, 
born  April  5,  1795,  and  died  March  10,  1887,  aged 
ninety-two.  Lewey  Pierpont  married  John  Todtl, 
who  was  born  Feb.  4,  1791,  a  son  of  Gideon,  and 
grandson  of  Christopher  Todd.  Gideon  Todd  was 
the  father  of  Caleb  Todd,  from  whom  was  de- 
scended the  wife  of  Abraham  Lincoln.  John  Todd 
died  April  9,  1861.  the  father  of  three  children: 
George  Clinton  Todd,  born  Dec.  i.  1816,  died  Oct. 
31,  1825;  Laurence  Pierpont  Todd,  born  July  7, 
1822,  married  (first)  Alarie  Antoinette  Baldwin 
(born  in  J836),  and  (second)  Mary  Wiley  (no 
children  by  either  marriage)  ;  and  George  Henry 
Todd,  born  Jan.  24.  1828,  married  May  11,  1858, 
Lydia  C.  Chapman,  who  was  born  (let.  4.  1842,  and 
they  reside  on  the  Gideon  Todd  homestead  in  North 
Haven,  the  ancestral  home  of  Mrs.  Lincoln. 

(III)  Jesse  Eton  Clinton,  second  child  of  Capt. 
Laurence  Clinton,  and  the  only  son  who  lived  to 
mature  years,  was  born  Aug.  9,  1762,  and  died  Dec. 
12,  1836.  He  married  Patience  Todd  (born  June 
9,  1768,  died  Aug.  23,  1845),  ^  daughter  of  Enos 
and  Sarah  (  Blakeslee )  Todd,  and  granddaughter 
of  Gershom  and  Hannah  (Mansfield)  Todd.  When 
a  young  man,  Jesse  Clinton  taught  school,  and  was 
afterward  a  successful  farmer.  He  was  the  first  of 
the  family  to  live  in  the  town  of  Wallingford.  This 
couple  had  ten  children,  namely :  Eunetia,  David, 
Lyman,  Sally,  Hannah,  Elizabeth,  Bemon,  Cynthia, 
Aurelia  and  Jesse. 

( IV)  Eunetia  Clinton,  eldest  child  of  Jesse  Eton 
Clinton,  was  born  June  25,  1788,  and  married  Eli 
Sackett,  bv  whom  she  had  two  children,  Eunetia, 
who  died  Sept.  24.  1882;  and  Milo.  Eunetia  (Clin- 
ton) Sackett  died  Nov.  21,  1824. 

(  W)  David  Clinton,  second  child  of  Jesse  Eton 
Clinton,  was -born  June  20,  1790,  and  died  Dec.  30. 
1S79.  He  married  Lucy  L.  Smith,  daughter  of 
Jude  Smith,  and  she  died  Aug.  29,  1883.  a^ed 
eighty-eight  years.  They  had  si.x  children :  Salina. 
Lvman,  Lavinia  L.,  Eunetia  O.,  Celia  C.  and  Delia 
M.  David  Clinton  founded  the  Clintonville  .Agri- 
cultural works  prior  to  1830.    It  was  for  a  long  time 
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the  inost  successful  business  concern  in  North 
Haven,  and  he  was  at  one  time  considered  the 
wealthiest  man  in  the  town.  Corn  shellers,  horse 
rakes,  and  other  agricultural  machines  were  com- 
ing into  use,  and  on  these  he  made  many  improve- 
ments. Clinton's  implements  became  renowned, 
and  were  found  wherever  farming  was  carried  on. 
In  1850  he  associated  with  him,  his  son,  Lyman, 
'inder  the  firm  name  of  D.  Clinton  &  Son,  and  thus 
the  business  was  carried  on  successfully  until  1875. 
(V)  Salina  Clinton,  daughter  of  David  Clinton, 
married  Benjamin  Johnson,  and  had  four  children, 
as  follows :  ( i )  Henrietta,  who  was  twice  married. 
By  her  first  husband,  John  Bartholomew,  she  had 
a  son,  John.  On  Sept.  21,  i86g,  she  married  Henry 
Plumley,  and  by  this  union  became  the  mother  of 
three  children — William,  who  married  and  has  two 
children ;  Lucy,  who  married  Charles  Barber,  and 
has  one  child ;  and  Benjamin,  who  died  at  the  age 
of  seventeen.  (2)  Julia  married  Elias  Potter,  and 
resides  in  Massachusetts.  Her  children  are,  Dolly, 
Nellie,  William,  Florence,  Charles  and  Ernest.  (3) 
Lucy  died  unmarried.     (4)   William  went  West. 

(V)  Lyman  Clinton,  second  child  of  David  Clin- 
ton, was  born  ]March  21,  1817,  and  died  Jan.  30, 
i888.  He  was  married  Nov.  24,  1841,  to  Lavinia 
Blakeslee,  who  was  born  May  7,  1822,  and  died 
May  ID,  1892.  Their  children  are :  IMargaret  La- 
-vinia,    Julia    Josephine.    David    Laurence,    Lyman 

Frederick,  Anson  Blakeslee  and  Delia  Eunetia. 
"Lyman  Clinton  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  ag- 
ricultural implements  with  his  father. 

(VI)  Margaret  Lavinia  Clinton,  daughter  of 
Lyman  Clinton,  was  born  ^larch  10,  1843,  ^"d  o^^ 
Oct.  25,  1866,  married  George  Spencer  Vibbert, 
who  was  born  May  10,  1843,  ^  ^'^^  '^^  Nelson  and 
"Lucy  A.  (Hosmer)  \'ibbert.  He  is  engaged  in  the 
■card  printing  business.  The  children  born  of  this 
tinion  are:  (i)  Edith,  born  Feb.  8,  1868.  married 
Nov.  17.  1896,  William  Smith,  son  of  Alonzo  and 
Sarah  (Neal)  Smith,  and  has  one  child,  Winford 
Spencer,  born  Aug.  13,  1898.  (2)  Freddie,  born 
May  I,  1870,  died  young.  (3)  Grace  Lavinia,  born 
June  28,  1872,  married  Sept.  13,  1893,  Clarence  B. 
Sherwood,  son  of  Charles  Sherwood,  and  has  two 
children,  Roland  and  Stirling.  ('4)  Stephen  Spen- 
cer, born  Sept.  2,  1876,  married  Nov.  18,  1897,  Lou- 
ise Smith,  bom  April  28,  1874,  daughter  of  Hub- 
bard and  Emily  (Barker)  Smith,  of  Guilford,  and 
lias  two  children,  Esther  Emily,  born  in  June,  1899 ; 
and  a  son  born  in  June,  1901. 

(VI)  Julia  Josephine  Clinton,  daughter  of  Ly- 
man Clinton,  was  born  June  14,  1844,  and  married 
•Oct.  ID,  1867,  Edward  S.  Miner,  son  of  Darius 
Miner,  of  Torrington,  Conn.  They  had  children  as 
follows:  Stiles,  who  died  young;  Nellie,  who  mar- 
ried John  Bader ;  a  daughter  deceased ;  Anson ;  and 
Stiles  (2). 

(VI)  David  Laurence  Clinton,  son  of  Lyman 
Clinton,  was  born  June  11.  1849,  ^nd  married  Sept. 
14,  1869,  to  Fannie  M.  Vibbert,  born  July  8,  1850, 


daughter  of  Nelson  and  Lucy  A.  (Hosmer)  Vib- 
bert. This  union  was  blessed  with  a  daughter, 
Gertrude,  born  Jan.  5,  1879,  who  married  May  16, 
1900,  Edwin  B.  Stevens,  born  April  30,  1870  (a 
son  of  Hiram  and  Alarietta  (Richards)  Stevens, 
formerly  of  Danbury  (Conn.),  and  they  have  a 
daughter,  Helen  Clinton,  born  April  16,  1901.  Mr. 
Clinton  is  serving  a  second  term  as  postmaster  of 
Clintonville,  and  he  has  also  served  as  deputy 
sheriff. 

(VI)  Lyman  Frederick  Clinton,  son  of  Lyman, 
was  born  Aug.  18,  1854,  and  married  ;\Iarch  31, 
1876,  to  Ida  A.  Marks,  born  April  6,  1854,  daughter 
of  George  B.  and  Julia  A.  (Eaton)  Marks.  Three 
children  have  been  born  of  this  marriage :  ( i ) 
Blanche  L.,  born  Oct.  23,  1876,  married  IMay  16, 
1900,  William  W.  Stevens,  born  July  8,  1867,  son 
of  Hiram  and  Marietta  (Richards)  Stevens.  (2) 
Inez  J.,  born  Sept.  13,  1878,  married  June  30,  1897, 
Alfred  W.  Brooker,  born  Jan.  3,  1873,  son  of  War- 
ren and  Aurelia  (Blakeslee)  Brooker,  of  Torring- 
ton. Conn.  (3)  George  Raymond,  born  April  24, 
1887. 

(VI)  Anson  Blakeslee  Clinton,  son  of  Lyman 
Clinton,  was  born  Jan.  24,  1857,  and  married  in 
December,  1879,  to  INIary  Stiles,  daughter  of  Ho- 
bart  Stiles.  He  resides  in  North  Haven,  but  is  the 
proprietor  of  a  music  store  in  New  Haven.  He 
has  taken  a  prominent  part  in  public  affairs  and  rep- 
resented his  town  in  the  State  Legislature  in  1897. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Clinton  have  three  children,  Wilson, 
who  was  married  in  October,  1901,  to  Miss  Anna 
Bannell ;  Stiles  De  Witt  and  Z^Iildred. 

(VI)  Delia  Eunetia  Clinton,  daughter  of  Lyman 
Clinton,  was  born  Jan.  25,  1859,  and  married  Oct. 
6,  1888,  Willoughby  Ely  Fowler,  bom  Oct.  6,  i860, 
at  Guilford,  Conn.,  son  of  Sereno  and  Elizabeth 
(Ely)  Fowler.  They  have  two  children,  Ruth 
Ernestine,  born  Sept.  20,  1894;  and  Earl  Clinton, 
bom  Nov.  8,  1898. 

(V)  Lavinia  L.  Clinton,  daughter  of  David 
Clinton,  was  born  in  1820,  and  died  Sept.  8,  1849. 
She  married  Ezra  Munson,  born  in  1816,  died  Dec. 
18,  1882.  Their  only  child,  George  S.,  born  in 
1840,  died  April  13,  1861. 

(V)  Eunetia  O.  Clinton,  daughter  of  David 
Clinton,  was  born  Oct.  23,  1824,  and  died  Sept.  20, 
1848.  She  married  Nov.  25,  1846,  Sereno  O.  Todd, 
born  March  8,  1819.  No  children  were  born  of  this 
marriage. 

(V)  Delia  M.  Clinton,  daughter  of  David  Clin- 
ton, was  born  Sept.  15,  1829,  and  died  July  20,  1855. 
She  married  Jan.  14,  185 1,  Sereno  O.  Todd,  as  his 
second  wife.    No  children. 

(V)  Celia  C.  Clinton,  daughter  of  David  Clin- 
ton, was  born  Feb.  23,  1827,  and  died  May  23, 
1872.  She  married  Lyman  Basset,  and  had  one 
child,  Irving  L.  Bassett  (deceased),  who  married 
May  I,  1883,  Catherine  E.  Tuttle,  and  had  two 
sons. 

(IV)  Lyman  Clinton,  son  of  Jesse  Eton  Clinton, 
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was  born  Sept.  21,  1791,  and  drowned  at  Branford, 
June  6,  181 1. 

(IV)  Sally  Clinton,  fourth  child  of  Jesse  Eton 
Clinton,  was  born  July  29,  1793,  and  she  married 
ICdward  Tuttle,  who  was  born  in  Xew  Haven,  and 
died  at  Tooele,  Utah,  in  July,  1S67.  Four  children 
were  born  of  this  union,  as  follows:  (i)  Eliza  A., 
who  was  married  2^Iay  16,  1838,  to  Joseph  A.  Gran- 
nis,  of  Hamden,  by  whom  she  had  six  children — Le- 
ander  Cook,  born  j\lay  29,  1841,  died  Sept.  22,  1846; 
Susan  Adelia,  born  April  14,  1843,  married  Z^Iay 
3,  1864,  Albert  M.  Ives,  of  Alt.  Carmel ;  Charles 
Wallace,  born  Aug.  25,  1844,  died  Feb.  4,  1845 ;  El- 
niira  Foote,  born  Jan.  i,  1846,  married  Nov.  9,  1870, 
Dana  H.  Cooper,  of  Alt.  Carmel ;  Anna  Eliza,  born 
Sept.  17,  1847,  married  April  23,  1867,  James 
Duckworth,  of  Pittstield,  Alass. ;  and  Charles  Ed- 
win, born  March  27,  1862.  (2)  Sarah  married  Jos- 
eph Meacham,  and  resided  in  Toole  City  (or 
Tooele),  Utah.  She  had  five  children.  (3)  Ange- 
line  married  William  B.  Adams,  of  Tooele,  Utah, 
and  has  three  children.  (4)  Norton  married  about 
1850,  Elizabeth  Utley,  and  has  two  sons  and  three 
daughters.     They  reside  in  Tooele,  Utah. 

(IV)  Hannah  Clinton,  fifth  child  of  Jesse  Eton 
Clinton,  was  born  June  10,  1795,  and  died  Aug.  11, 
1878.  She  married  Harvey  Todd,  who  was  born  in 
December,  1790,  a  son  of  Joel  Todd,  and  died  July 
15,  1867.  There  were  the  parents  of  three  children, 
as  follows:  (i)  Grace,  born  June  15,  1816.  mar- 
ried (first)  on  Thanksgiving  Day,  1836.  Charles 
Pierpont,  born  in  March,  1813,  and  by  this  union 
was  born  a  daughter.  Josephine  Amelia,  June  28, 
1841,  who  died  in  February.  1873.  Grace  married 
(second)  Jude  B.  Smith,  who  was  born  Alarch  23, 
1808,  a  son  of  Jude  Smith,  and  died  Alarch  18. 
1887.  (2)  William,  born  in  December,  1821.  mar- 
ried (first)  Emeline  Brooks,  by  whom  he  had  five 
children — Alartha,  Mar>',  Hattie  (married  first, 
Carl  Grainger,  and  second,  Charles  Foote).  Emma 
(wife  of  Alfred  Allen,  of  Wallingford)  and  Jen- 
nie (wife  of  Reuben  Harrison).  For  his  second 
wife,  William  married  Lydia  Lord,  who  bore  him 
four  children — Carrie,  Rose,  and  William  and  Ar- 
thur (both  deceased).  (3)  Charlotte,  bom  in  Xo- 
vember,  1823.  is  now  deceased  :  she  married  Warren 
Cooper,  and  had  two  children,  both  of  whom  are 
now  dead. 

(IV)  Elizabeth  Clinton,  sixth  child  of  Jesse 
Eton  Clinton,  was  born  Sept.  20.  1796.  and  died 
Nov.  28,  1886.  She  married  June  17.  1816,  Josiah 
Todd,  born  Dec.  18.  1794,  died  Oct.  22,  1869.  a  son 
of  Dan  Todd  and  his  wife  Lucy  Frost.  Dan  Todd 
was  a  son  of  Christopher,  son  of  Samuel  (2).  son 
of  Samuel  (i).  son  of  Christopher  and  Grace  (Mid- 
dlebrook)  Todd.  Josiah  Todd  and  his  wife.  Eliza- 
beth Clinton,  resided  at  New  Connecticut,  Newark 
Valley,  N.  Y.,  and  were  both  buried  in  Newark 
valley.  They  were  the  parents  of  seven  children, 
of  whom  we  have  the  following  record :  ( i )  Sam- 
uel, born  Aug.  22,   1817,  in  North  Haven,  died  at 


Alanchester,  Conn.,  Jan.  5,  1900.  He  married  Jan.  7, 
185 1,  Emily  Rich  (daughter  of  Harvey  and  Nancy 
(Johnson)  Rich),  of  Owego,  N.  Y.,  born  Dec.  10, 
1825,  died  at  Newark  Valley,  Dec.  26,  1868.  Sam- 
uel married  (second)  June  15,  1870,  Jane  M.  But- 
ton, of  North  Haven,  Conn.,  who  was  born  Jan.  15, 
1848,  daughter  of  John  and  Mary  Ann  (Goodale) 
Button,  and  two  children  were  born  of  this  union 
— Clarence  J.,  March  12,  1874;  and  Jennie  A.,  Aug. 

16,  1876.  (2)  Frederick  Handel,  born  Feb.  26, 
1819,  was  drowned  in  Alarch,  1865.  He  married 
Sept.  17,  1850,  Phebe  Elizabeth  Slosson,  who  was 
born  March  9,  1830.  (3)  Aurelia  Juliet,  born  June 
7,  1823,  at  North  Haven,  Conn.,  married  Alarch  25, 
1847,  William  B.  Bushnell,  born  April  12.  1823,  and 
they  now  make  their  home  in  Berkshire,  Tioga  Co.. 
N.  Y.  (4)  Henrietta  Wallace,  born  April  21,  1827, 
in  Newark  Valley,  died  in  Brooklyn,  Jan.  10,  1893, 
and  was  buried  in  Wellsboro,  Penn.  (5)  Robert 
Burns,  born  March  5,  1829,  died  Sept.  28,  1831. 
(6)  Mary  Josephine,  born  Feb.  6,  1833,  married 
May  23,  1 861,  Charles  Grosvenor  Osgood,  born 
March  22,  1820,  and  has  three  children — Harry 
Winthrop,  born  Feb.  23,  1862;  Mary  Helen,  born 
Oct.  24,  1863,  married  Sept.  20,  1894,  Dr.  Clarence 
W.  Webb,  and  has  a  son,  Charles  Grosvenor  Os- 
good Webb,  born  March  23,  1899;  and  Charles 
Grosvenor,  born  Alay  4,  1871,  a  teacher  in  Yale 
University,  New  Haven.  The  entire  family  have 
homes  in  Wellsboro.  Penn.     (7)  Fidelia,  born  Dec. 

4,  1838,  married  Feb.  14,  1S60,  Mandelbert  New- 
ton Chapman,  of  Newark  A'alley,  N.  Y.,  born  July 

5,  1837,  died  Feb.  11.  i8(58;  Fidelia  married,  second, 
Edward  Beason,  of  Kansas. 

(IV)  Bemon  Clinton,  seventh  child  of  Jesse 
Eton  Clinton,  was  born  Oct.  i,  1798,  and  married 
Lavinia  Tuttle,  who  bore  him  five  children,  as  fol- 
lows:    (i)  Harriet  T.,  born  in  1830,  married  Aug. 

17,  1851,  in  New  Haven,  to  Louis  W.  Gunn,  and 
has  one  child.  Frank.  (2)  Burton,  born  Oct.  14, 
1831.  at  Blandford,  Mass.  (3)  Sarah  B.  (deceased), 
married  at  New  Haven,  Aug.  21,  1853,  to  Washing- 
ton C.  Cunningham,  of  Middletown,  Conn.,  and 
had  one  child.  (4)  Mary  married  William  Cook 
(both  deceased),  and  had  one  child,  George.  (5) 
Jane  married  George  Auger,  and  had  a  son  Sev- 
mour.  For  his  second  wife.  Bemon  Clinton  wedded 
Sarah  Frisbie,  and  for  his  third.  Julia  Wells. 

(IV)  Cynthia  Clinton,  eighth  child  of  Jesse 
Eton  Clinton,  was  born  Jan.  27.  1801.  and  married 
Deacon  Lewis  Bates,  by  whom  she  had  one  child, 
Angelette,  who  married  Ellsworth  Robinson,  and 
had  two  daughters.  Emma  and  Jennie. 

(IV)  Aurelia  Clinton,  ninth  child  of  Jesse  Eton 
Clinton,  was  born  July  14,  1803,  and  died  May  4, 
1892.  She  married  Oct.  30,  1823,  Orrin  Todd, 
born  Feb.  26.  1800,  died  Dec.  8,  1888.  son  of  Joel 
Todd.  Joel  Todd  was  a  son  of  Hezekiah,  son  of 
Caleb,  son  of  Samuel  (2).  son  of  Samuel  (i),  son 
of  Christopher  and  Grace  (Middlebrook)  Todd.  To 
Orrin  Todd  and  his  wife  Aurelia  were  born  four 


852 


COMMEMORATIVE   BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


children,  of  whom  we  have  the  following'  record: 
(i)  Francis  Harden,  born  Aug.  8,  1827,  died  Oct. 
9,  1899.  He  was  an  enterprising  and  successful 
farmer,  and  made  an  honorable  record  as  a  citizen 
in  public  affairs.  In  1864  he  was  elected  a  grand 
juror,  and  held  that  office  until  his  death — a  period 
of  thirty-five  years.  In  October,  1899,  he  was 
elected  treasurer  of  North  Haven  for  the  twenty- 
fourth  time.  In  1883  he  was  elected  representative 
to  the  State  Legislature ;  he  also  served  as  selectman 
several  terms.  On  Jan.  i,  1855,  he  married  Eliza- 
beth AI.  Gill,  of  North  Haven,  daughter  of  John 
Henry  and  Louisa  (Tuttle)  Gill,  and  three  children 
were  born  of  this  union — George  Henry,  born  Oct. 
31,  1861,  married  Jennie  Alaginness,  now  deceased; 
John  Hayden,  born  Nov.  14,  1866,  married  Dec.  18, 
1890,  Josephine  Cheney,  and  has  two  children ;  and 
William  Handel,  born  March  5,  1871.  (2)  Grace 
Angeline,  born  i\ug.  9,  1830,  married  Samuel  Hale, 
and  resides  in  California.  (3)  Henry  Dennis,  born 
Sept.  2,  1832,  is  a  farmer.  He  has  served  as  se- 
lectman in  North  Haven.  During  the  Civil  war  he 
served  as  a  soldier  from  September,  1862,  to  July, 
1863.  His  wife  was  Grace  A.  Hartley,  daughter  of 
Bernard  and  Sarah  A.  (Bishop)  Hartley.  (4) 
Mar>-  Aurelia,  born  Nov.  25,  1836,  died  Nov.  28, 
1886.  She  married  Eli  J.  Brockett,  Nov.  25,  1856, 
and  had  one  child,  Frederick  H.,  who  married  Char- 
lotte T.  Bishop,  dauq^hter  of  Erus  and  Charlotte 
(Thorpe)  Bishop,  and  has  three  children — Myron, 
Horace  and   Nelson. 

(IV)  Jesse  Clinton,  Jr.,  tenth  child  of  Jesse 
Eton  Clinton,  was  born  [Slay  13,  1805,  and  died  Feb. 
20,  1875.  On  Nov.  16,  1825,  he  married  Rosanna 
Bassett,  who  was  born  Oct.  30,  1803,  and  died  May 
23,  1886.  They  were  the  parents  of  six  children. 
namely:  Merritt  Julius,  George  William,  John 
Henry,  Isaac  Bassett,  Edwin  Jesse,  and  Elizur 
Zerah. 

(V)  Merritt  Julius  Clinton,  son  of  Jesse  Clin- 
ton, Jr.,  was  born  June  23,    1826,  and  died  April 

11,  1879.  He  was  married  April  24,  1850,  to  Emily 
Blakeslee,  born  Aug.  9,  183 1,  and  became  the  father 
of  three  children:  Origen  C,  born  Aug.  26,  1851, 
died  July  13,  1897;  Milo  C,  born  Sept.  22.  1853, 
married  May  3,  1877,  Hattie  M.  Smith  (born  Nov. 
23,  1857,  died  April  12,  1897)  and  had  three  chil- 
dren— Flora  B.  (born  Sept.  23,  1878,  died  June  14, 
1883),  Lina  B.  (born  Oct.  29,  1881,  died  May 
20,  1894)  and  Clarence  AI.  (born  April  19,  1887, 
died  in  August,   1901)  ;  and  Frank  R.,  born  July 

15,  1855- 

(V)  George  William  Clinton,  son  of  Jesse  Clin- 
ton, Jr.,  was  born  Oct.  12,'  1828,  and  married  Alay 
18,  1856,  to  Frances  A.  Allen,  who  was  born  Sept. 

12,  1835,  a  daughter  of  Hiram  and  Nancy  (Button) 
Allen,  and  one  child,  Celia  A.,  born  March  2, 
i86r,  has  blessed  this  union.  Celia  A.  Clinton  mar- 
ried Sept.  21,  1887,  Wallace  H.  Mansfield,  who  was 
bom  Oct.  26,  1859. 

(V)  John  Henry  Clinton,  son  of  Jesse  Clinton, 


Jr.,  was  born  Alarch  2,   1832,  and  died  unmarried 
Dec.  23,  1859. 

(V)  Isaac  Bassett  Clinton,  son  of  Jesse  Clinton, 
Jr.,  was  born  July  2,  1834,  and  married  May  12, 
1858,  Grace  A.  Allen,  who  was  born  July  18,  1839, 
a  daughter  of  Hiram  and  Nancy  (Button)  Allen. 
The  children  born  of  this  union  are  as  follows : 
Evelyn  B.,  born  May  7,  1859,  married  Feb.  14,  1888, 
Florence  A.  Redfield  (born  July  16,  1863,  a  daugh- 
ter of  Charles  and  Laura  (i3assett)  Redfield),  and 
has  one  son,  Leroy  W.,  born  Nov.  24,  1889;  Friend, 
born  June  20,  1862,  married  Aug.  2.  1888,  Helen 
G.  Clark,  born  in  Aliddletown,  Conn.,  Jan.  17,  1866; 
and  Elbert,  born  June  15,  1872,  married  April  6, 
1898,  Clara  G.  Sanford,  of  Hamden,  and  has  one 
child,  Helen  Priscilla. 

(V)  Elizur  Zerah  Clinton,  son  of  Jesse  Clinton, 
Jr..  was  born  Sept.  18,  1847,  antl  married  Nov.  10, 
1869,  Julia  A.  Bishop  (daughter  of  Erus  and  Char- 
lotte (Thorpe)  Bishop)  born  May  i,  1850,  died 
April  10,  1873.  On  Dec.  3,  1873,  Elizur  Z.  Clinton 
married  for  his  second  wife,  Ella  J.  Palmer,  who 
was  born  June  25,  1849,  a  daughter  of  Timothy  and 
Sybill  (Barnes)  Palmer.  The  children  born  of  this 
union  are  as  follows:  Robert  J.,  born  Feb.  6,  1875, 
married  April  21,  1898,  Hilda  Matilda  Olsen,  and 
has  two  children,  Charlotte  Ella  and  Ruth :  Bessie, 
born  March  28,  1878;  Lovell  E.,  born  June  5,  1883  ; 
Dora  P.,  born  Alarch  17,  1889;  Jennie  F.,  born 
April  16,  1891.  Air.  Clinton  resides  with  his  family 
on  the  old  Clinton  homestead,  and  is  successfully 
engaged  in  farming. 

(V)  Edwin  Jesse  Clinton,  son  of  Jesse  Clinton, 
Jr.,  and  fifth  in  the  family  in  the  order  of  birth,  was 
born  Sept.  4,  1836,  and  married  April  11,  1859,  to 
Cornelia  Tuttle,  who  w-as  born  Aug.  14,  1842,  a 
daughter  of  Amos  and  Harriet  (Bassett)  Tuttle, 
and  died  March  24,  1885.  Two  children  were  born 
of  this  union :  Andrew  D.,  born  Sept.  7,  1862, 
married  May  21,  1885,  Lucy  A.  Bishop,  born  July 
10,     1861,    a    daughter    of    Erus    and    Charlotte 

i  (Thorpe)  Bishop  and  has  a  son  Charles,  born 
March  15,  1901 ;  and  Ida  L.,  born  Aug.  30,  1871, 
married  Heinrich  \'ollhardt.  born  in  Frankfort, 
Germany,  July  21,  1870.  and  has  had  five  children — 
Frieda  A.  (born  Sept.  9,  1895),  Philip  H.  (born 
Aug.  24,  1896),  Edwin  Clinton  (born  Dec.  13, 
1897),  Cornelia  (born  Dec.  31,  1899,  died  in  Feb- 
ruary,   1901),   and   Alfred    (born   Julv   24,    1901). 

j  For  his  second  wife,  Edwin  Jesse  Clinton  married 
Jan.   20,   1886,  Eliza  J.  Arthur,  who  was  born  in 

I  Kingston,  Jamaica,  W.  I.,  Dec.  18.  1853,  a  daughter 
of  Joseph  Arthur  (a  native  of  Cornwall,  England) 
and  his  wife  Elizabeth  (Haling)  Arthur  (daughter 
of  William  and  Abigail  CHali)  Haling),  of  Chat- 
ham, Conn.  One  child,  Joseph  Arthur,  born  June 
12,  1888,  has  blessed  this  union. 

Edwin  Jesse  Clinton  was  reared  on  the  old  Clin- 
ton homestead,  and  received  his  education  in  the  dis- 
trict schools.  For  four  years  after  leaving  the 
school  room,  he  was  employed  in  the  Clintonville 
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Acricultural  Works,  and  then  became  foreman  for   I 
J.  I".  Harnes.  of  Xorth  Haven.     Durinsf  these  eight 
years   he  had  carefully   studied   business   methods, 
and  had  thoroughly  acquired  that  practical  training   | 
for  the  business  world,  that  cannot  be  obtained  by 
years  of  studv  in  the  class  room.     He  then  entered   : 
the  business  world  for  himself,  building  a  mill  and   , 
factory  near  the  home  in  Clintonville.  and  here  for 
thirty-five  years  he  has  been  engaged  in  the  manu-   i 
facture  of  carriage  wood  work.     For  a  part  of  this 
time  he  had  as  his  partner,  his  brother  Isaac  B..  and 
lately  his  son,  Andrew  D.,  has  been  associated  with 
him.     He  built  a  fine  dwelling  house  and  has  made   [ 
many  improvements  upon  his  home  place,  making  it 
one  of  the  ideal  homes  in  this  vicinity.    Mr.  Clinton 
has  a  fine  reputation  as  an  honorable  business  man, 
and  counts  his  friends  as  an  army  in  the  village  and 
surrounding  country.     For  many  years  he  has  kept 
a  diary,  and  iiis  notes  of  passing  events  are  some- 
times very    valuable  for    reference.      Socially  Mr. 
Clinton  belongs  to  the  O.  U.  A.  M..  and  both  he 
and  his  wife  are  members  of  the  Grange.     Mrs. 
Clinton  is  a  lady  of  cultured  literary  tastes,  and  has 
made  a  specialty  of  the  study  of  genealogy,  spend- 
ing much  time  in  its  investigation. 

CALEB  T.  ^lERWIX,  for  many  years  a  prom- 
inent agriculturist  of  the  town  of  Mil  ford,  was  a 
representative  of  one  of  the  oldest  and  best  known 
families  of  that  locality.  The  first  of  the  name  to 
settle  in  this  section  was  Miles  Merwin,  and  the 
line  of  descent  is  traced  as  follows:  IMiles  (2), 
Miles  (3),  Miles  (4).  and  Anson,  our  subject's 
father,  all  natives  of  Milford. 

Miles  Merwin  (4)  married  Miss  Abigail  Beach, 
of  Milford,  and  settled  on  the  present  homestead  in 
the  southern  part  of  the  town  on  Long  Island 
Sound.  They  had  eight  children :  Mary,  who  mar- 
ried Rev.  Mr.  Atwater,  of  Branford :  Anna,  who 
married  Richard  Hepburn,  of  Milford ;  Daniel,  a 
farmer  in  the  town  of  Orange;  Samuel,  a  clergy- 
man, who  preached  many  years  in  Xew  Haven. 
Conn.,  and  later  in  Wilton,  Conn.,  where  he  died ; 
Anson,  our  subject's  father ;  Xathan.  a  farmer  in 
Oxford,  Conn.,  and  later  a  hotel-keeper  in  Milford. 
where  he  died  some  years  ago :  Benedict,  who  was 
a  farmer  in  Milford:  and  Miles  (5),  formerly  a 
butcher  in  Milford. 

Anson  Merwin,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  Milford  March  24.  1787.  and  followed 
farming  at  the  old  homestead  throughout  his  life. 
He  died  July  7,  1867.  His  wife.  Calena  (Tomlin- 
son)  who  died  March  4,  1866,  was  a  native  of  2^111- 
ford.  and  a  daughter  of  Caleb  Tomlinson,  a  sea- 
faring man.  Of  their  five  children  the  eldest,  An- 
son W.,  engaged  in  the  carriage  business  in  Louis- 
ville, Kv.,  where  he  died  April  20,  1854:  Caleb  T. 
is  mentioned  more  fully  below :  Samuel  M.  was  a 
coal  dealer  in  Louisville  and  died  in  1898:  Louisa 
is  the  widow  of  Andrew  Lincoln,  of  Massachu- 
setts,   who    engaged    in    the    furniture    business    in 


Louisville,  but  afterward  became  a  farmer  in  Han- 
cock county,  111.  (his  remains  are  buried  in  Mil- 
ford) ;  ]\Iary  E.  died  Dec.  14,  1877,  unmarried. 

Caleb  T.  INIerwin  was  born  Jan.  11,  1823,  at 
Pond  Point,  and  grew  to  manhood  upon  the  farm, 
receiving  his  education  in  a  district  school.  He 
taught  school  for  about  eight  seasons  in  Milford 
and  Orange  townships,  afterward  giving  his  whole 
attention  to  agricultural  pursuits,  making  a  spe- 
cialty of  raising  garden  seeds.  His  farm  contained 
about  125  acres,  and  is  situated  on  a  high  elevation 
overlooking  Long  Island  Sound. 

On  April  20,   1852,  Mr.   Merwin  married  Miss 
Maria  A.   Wheeler,  daughter  of  Ezra  Wheeler,  a 
well-known  farmer  in  Bridgeport.     Seven  children 
blessed   this  union:     IMary  L.,   who  died   Sept.   3, 
185O,  at  the  age  of  three  years;  Ida  ^L,  who  died 
July  12,  1889  ;  Mary  C. ;  Jane  W. ;  Walter  L. :  Laura 
I   H.':  and  Sherman  T.     In  1839  Mr.  Merwin  united 
i  with  the  First  Congregational  Church  of  }\Iilford, 
and  for  many  years  was  one  of  the  leading  mem- 
j  bers,  holding  most  of  the  offices,  including  that  of 
deacon  for  fifteen  years.     The  family  are  also  iden- 
tified  with   that  church.      In   politics   ^Ir.   ;Merwin 
was  first  a  Whig  and  later  a  Republican,  and  in 
i860  and  1861  he  represented  his  town  in  the  State 
Legislature.     He  passed  away  Dec.  23,   1899. 

HARRY  WOODIXG  (deceased),  a  represent- 
ative farmer  and  highly  esteemed  citizen  of  Chesh- 
ire, was  born  in  Woodbridge,  Xov.  12,  1829,  and 
was  a  great-grandson  of  John  Wooding,  a  native 
of  Xew  Haven,  who,  about  1750,  removed  from 
North  Haven  to  Woodbrid'ge,  and  was  the  first  of 
the  family  to  locate  in  the  latter  town. 

Elijah  Wooding,  son  of  John,  was  born  in 
Woodbridge.  He  was  twice  married,  his  first  wife 
being  Thirza  Hotchkiss,  of  Cheshire,  by  whom  he 
had  two  sons,  Levi  and  Stephen.  For  his  second 
wife  he  married  Emma  Bradley,  and  to  them  were 
born  four  children,  namely:  Eunice,  Olive,  Thirza 
and  Uriah. 

Stephen  Wooding,  son  of  Elijah,  and  father  of 
our  subject,  was  born,  reared  and  educated  in 
Woodbridge,  now  Bethany,  and  throughout  his  ac- 
tive business  life  engaged  in  farming  in  that  sec- 
tion of  the  county.  He  married  Miss  Deborah 
Bradley,  also  a  native  of  Woodbridge,  who  died 
in  Bethany  in  1832,  and  he  died  in  Woodbridge.  in 
1859.  They  had  four  children:  Henry,  who  was 
born  in  1818;  Milo,  who  went  to  California;  Mrs. 
Eliza  Tuttle,  who  died  in  Xaugatuck,  Conn.;  and 
Harry. 

Reared  in  Bethany,  Harry  Wooding  obtained 
his  education  in  the  common  schools  of  that  town, 
and  later  learned  the  machinist's  trade,  at  which  he 
worked  in  different  places  in  Connecticut  and  Mas- 
sachusetts. Coming  to  Cheshire  in  1857,  he  pur- 
chased a  farm,  and  in  connection  with  its  operation 
continued  to  work  at  his  trade  for  some  years. 

^Ir.  W^ooding  was  married  in  Cheshire,  in  1865, 


854 


COMMEMORATIVE   BIOGRAPHICAL   RECORD. 


to  Miss  Irene  J.  Watson,  a  native  of  Torringford, 
Gonn.,  and  a  daughter  of  George  and  Jane  (Belden) 
.Watson.  He  fatiier  died  in  Roseville,  111.,  and  her 
mother,  a  daughter  of  Jeremiah  and  Love  (Dean) 
Belden,  of  Canaan  (now  Falls  Village),  Conn.,  died 
in  Norfolk,  Conn.  To  our  subject  and  wife  were 
born  two  children:  Ida.  widow  of  Benjamin  Chat- 
field  has  two  children,  Gladys  W.,  and  Lorin,  and 
lives  in  New  Haven ;  and  Waldo,  a  machinist  resid- 
ing in  Cheshire.  Religiously,  Air.  Wooding  was  a 
member  of  the  Episcopal  Church,  of  which  his  wife 
is  also  a  communicant.  Politically  he  was  a  stanch 
supporter  of  the  Democratic  party.  In  all  the  rela- 
tions of  life  he  was  found  true  to  every  trust  re- 
posed in  him,  and  he  commanded  the  respect  and 
confidence  of  those  with  whom  he  came  in  contact. 
Brave  and  patient  under  the  sulTerings  of  his  last 
illness,  he  was  ever  considerate  of  those  about  him, 
and  when  the  end  came,  Nov.  9,  1900,  a  dearly  be- 
loved father  and  husband  entered  into  rest,  leaving 
behind  him  a  vacant  chair  to  be  filled  only  in  that 
last  Grand  Reunion. 

ALFRED  BARNETT.  Among  the  worthy 
men  whose  histories  add  interest  to  this  volume, 
none  stand  higher  in  public  esteem  than  this  well- 
known  resident  of  Ansonia,  who  is  passing  in  retire- 
ment the  evening  of  a  long  and  useful  life.  He  was 
born  Aug.  22.  1823,  in  Birmingham,  England,  a 
son  of  Joseph  and  Catherine  (Withington)  Barnett. 
Joseph  Barnett.  who  was  born  in  London,  England, 
became  a  shoemaker  by  trade  and  for  many  years 
conducted  a  store  in  London,  amassing  a  handsome 
competence.  He  then  retired  and  spent  the  remain- 
der of  his  life  in  Birmingham,  where  he  died  at  the 
advanced  age  of  eighty  years.  Catherine  (With- 
ington) Barnett  was  born  in  Shiffnal.  Shropshire, 
England,  and  lived  to  be  eighty  years  old.  Joseph 
Barnett  and  his  wife  had  a  family  of  four  children. 
two  of  whom  are  still  living:  David,  a  resident  of 
Kansas ;  and  Alfred,  our  subject.  Both  parents 
were  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
and  were  highly  esteemed  in  the  community. 

Alfred  Barnett  passed  the  earlier  years  of  his 
life  in  Birmingham,  England,  and  at  the  age  of 
fourteen  began  to  learn  the  trade  of  fine  wire  draw- 
ing, which  required  an  apprenticeship  of  seven 
years.  He  continued  in  this  business  as  a  journey- 
man, and  at  the  age  of  twenty-five  removed  to  New 
York,  where  however  he  remained  only  a  short 
time.  In  1849  ^^  went  to  Greenwich,  Conn.,  but 
soon  afterward  removed  to  Birmingham,  now 
Derby,  and  entered  the  employ  of  Wallace  &  Sons, 
where  he  remained  untiliSsi.  During  that  year  he 
visited  England,  and  on  returning  he  resumed  his 
work  for  Wallace  &  Sons  in  their  new  mill  in  An- 
sonia. In  1861  a  desire  to  try  the  life  of  a  farmer 
tempted  him  to  Wisconsin,  where  he  remained  four 
years,  but  he  then  returned  to  his  former  position 
with  Wallace  &  Sons.  Two  years  later,  in  1867,  he 
was  given  the  position  of  superintendent,  or  con- 


tractor, for  the  fine  wire  department,  being  the 
overseer  of  a  number  of  men.  He  continued  in  this 
work  for  many  years,  and  only  left  it  in  1887  to  go 
into  complete  retirement  from  business.  His  pres- 
ent dwelling  house  was  built  in  1874.  During  his 
long  residence  in  the  city  it  has  grown  from  a  farm- 
ing community  of  only  a  few  houses,  to  a  city  of 
13,000  inhabitants. 

In  185 1  Mr.  Barnett  married  his  first  wife,  Mary 
A.   Robinson,   of   Binningham,   England,   daughter 
of  John  Robinson,  who  died  in  1865,  in  the  West. 
His  second  wife,  Alary  Selby,  was  born  in  Ireland, 
a  daughter  of  William  Selby,  a  farmer,  and  died  at 
the  age  of  sixty  years.     Both  were  members  of  the 
Episcopal  Church  of  which  Mr.  Barnett  is  a  regular 
attendant.     By  his  first  marriage  he  had  three  chil- 
dren:    Alary  married  Henry  Aliner  (deceased)  and 
had  two   children — Hattie    (who  married   and   has 
one    child )     and    Edward :   John ;   Alfred   T.    ( de- 
ceased) married  and  had  two  children — Alabel  and 
Ethel.    There  were  two  children  by  the  second  mar- 
riage, viz. :  Alaria,  who  married  AI.  P.  Fillingham, 
a  draughtsman,  and  has  one  child,  Alfred  Barnett : 
Alelvina.  who  married  P.  K.  Leng.  a  merchant  in 
;  New  York,  and  has  had  two  children.  Alfred  Steeles 
1  and  Alary.     Air.  Barnett  is  a  Republican  in  politics, 
!  has  been  a  burgess  of  the  borough  for  three  years, 
j  and  has  served  a  number  of  times  on  the  jury. 
! 

I  SAIITH  S.  CLARK  (deceased)  passed  his  last 
!  years  in  the  enjoyment  of  a  rest  which  he  truly 
earned  and  richly  deserved  by  reason  of  his  indus- 
;  trious  efforts  of  former  years.  Accomplishment 
i  and  progress  ever  imply  labor,  energy^  and  diligence, 
I  and  it  was  those  qualities  that  enabled  our  subject 
to  rise  from  the  ranks  of  the  many  and  to  stand 
!  among  the  successful   few. 

A  native  of  New  Haven  county,  Air.  Clark  was 
i  born  in  the  town  of  Alilford   (now  Orange)    Feb. 
!  14,  1822.  a  son  of  Celah  and  Hannah  Stone  (Smith) 
I  Clark,  whose  sketch  is  given  in  connection  with  that 
of  Horatio  X.  Clark,  elsewhere.    During  his  'child- 
hood our  subject  removed  with  his  parents  to  Pros- 
I  pect.  where  he  obtained  his  education  in  the  dis- 
i  trict  schools.     He  remained  under  the  parental  roof 
I  until  he   reached  manhood,  and   then  learned  the 
I  painter's   trade,    which   he   continued    to   follow   to 
j  some  extent  for  a  number  of  years,  in  Cheshire  and 
i  in  other  places.     Later  in  life  he  turned  his  atten- 
\  tion   to   farming   in    Prospect,   near  the  old   home- 
i  stead,  where  at  the  time  of  his  death  he  owned  a 
(Valuable  farm  of  200  acres,  upon  which  he  had  made 
j  many  improvements.     He  carried  on  general  farm- 
ing and  stock  raising,  also  engaging  in  the  wood 
business,  and  during  the  spring  and  fall  continued 
to  work  at  his  trade.     He  was  noted  for  his  indus- 
trious and  thrifty  habits,  and  prospered  in  his  un- 
dertakings, becoming  one  of  the  substantial  citizens 
of  the  community. 

In   Prospect,   Air.   Clark   married   Aliss  Abigail 
Williams,  a  native  of  Cheshire,  and  a  daughter  of 
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MUTt  Williams.  She  died  leaving  no  children,  and 
'was  buried  in  Prospect  cemetery.  In  1859  he  was 
aL'aiii  married,  his  second  union  being  with  ^liss 
^arah  E.  Thomas,  a  native  of  Woodbridge,  daugh- 
ter of  Xoyes  H.  and  Emma  (Baldwin)  Thomas, 
and  granddaughter  of  Abner  Baldwin.  To  this 
union  were  born  two  children :  Welleford  Selden, 
a  painter  of  Straitsville,  Conn.,  who  married  Alta 
Dickernian,  and  has  four  children,  Percy,  Florence, 
Leon  and  Hazel ;  and  Adelbert  Smith,  who  operates 
the  home  farm. 

Mr.  Clark  was  a  member  of  the  Congregational 
Cluirch,  to  which  his  widow  belongs.  He  ever 
took  an  active  and  prominent  part  in  church  work, 
was  a  member  of  the  society  committee  for  a  quar- 
ter of  a  century,  and  was  also  clerk  and  treasurer  of 
the  cluirch.  All  the  family  have  been  well-known 
and  highly  respected  throughout  the  community  in 
which  they  live.  Politically  Mr.  Clark  was  indenti- 
fied  with  the  Republican  party,  served  as  tax  collec- 
tor, and  was  selectman  of  his  town  for  twelve  years. 
He  was  always  enterprising  in  promoting  agricul- 
tural interests,  and  was  a  member  of  the  Grange,  as 
arc  his  widow  and  son,  Adelbert.  ^Ir.  Clark's  up- 
rij^ht  and  honorable  life  won  for  him  the  confidence 
and  respect  of  all  with  whom  he  came  in  contact, 
and  he  well  deserved  the  high  regard  in  which  he 
was  uniformly  held. 

JOHN  VAIL,  a  well-known  and  highly-es- 
teemed citizen  of  Waterbury,  residing  on  Washing- 
ton avenue,  was  born  in  Riverhead,  Long  Island, 
.\ug.  4,  1832,  son  of  Capt.  Jasper  Vail,  also  a  na- 
tive of  Long  Island,  and  owner  and  master  of  a 
coasting  vessel  engaged  in  local  trade.  The  father 
was  a  Whig  in  politics,  and  was  liberal  in  his  re- 
ligious views.  He  married  Sophrona  Edwards, 
and  they  continued  to  make  their  home  throughout 
life  on  Long  Island.  Their  children  were  Halsie, 
now  deceased ;  Griffin ;  Charles,  who  was  a  resident 
of  New  London,  Conn.,  was  engaged  in  the  coast- 
ing trade,  and  was  drowned  during  the  seventies, 
his  vessel  having  capsized;  Peter;  Francis;  John; 
George;   David;  Andrew;   Fanny;   and   Mehitable. 

Our  subject  obtained  his  education  in  the  dis- 
trict schools  of  Long  Island.  At  the  age  of  eight 
years  he  commenced  working  for  his  board  and 
clothes,  and  was  thus  employed  until  he  was  sixteen 
years  of  age.  He  then  accepted  a  position  as  cabin 
boy  on  a  coasting  vessel,  continuing  thus  for  two 
years,  and  on  leaving  the  water,  in  1850,  came  to 
Connecticut.  After  spending  two  years  in  Bristol 
and  adjoining  towns,  he  took  up  his  residence  in 
\\  aterhury,  where  he  has  since  made  his  home.  He 
w.-is  successfully  engaged  in  house  painting  until 
18S.S,  and  also  carried  on  farming  to  some  extent, 
having  for  half  a  century  owned  and  operated  a 
farm  on  Town  Plot,  Washington  avenue.  Since 
his  retirement  from  the  painting  business  he  has  de- 
voted much  of  his  time  to  dairying,  and  in  that 
undertaking  has  met  with  good  success. 


In  1855  Mr.  Vail  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Miss  Mary  Adams,  who  was  born  in  Watertown, 
Litchfield  Co.,  Conn.,  a  daughter  of  Seymour 
Adams.  They  have  become  the  parents  of  four 
children,  namely :  Ella  Rossette,  now  the  wife  of 
Charles  Dikeman,  of  Torrington,  Conn. ;  Jessie 
Rosalyn,  wife  of  Dwight  Robinson ;  Charles,  who 
married  Susie  Wilson ;  and  George,  who  married 
Miss  Ada  Hunter. 

Mr.  Vail  was  a  member  of  the  school  commit- 
tee of  Town  Plot  during  seven  of  its  most  progres- 
sive years.  He  was  one  of  the  first  in  Waterbury 
to  join  the  Republican  party,  voted  for  Fremont  in 
1856,  and  has  since  been  one  of  its  stalwart  support- 
ers, but  has  never  been  a  politician  in  the  sense  of 
office  seeking.  He  has  always  been  found  true  to 
every  trust  reposed  in  him,  and  receives  and  merits 
the  confidence  and  respect  of  his  fellow  citizens. 

ISAAC  BASSETT  CLINTON,  one  of  the 
best-known  citizens  and  successful  general  farmers 
and  dairymen  of  the  town  of  Wallingford,  was 
born  July  2,  1834,  on  the  old  homestead,  near  where 
he  now  resides. 

Jesse  Clinton,  the  grandfather  of  our  subject, 
was  a  large  land  owner  near  Clintonville,  where  he 
spent  his  life,  and  added  to  his  income  very  consid- 
erably by  cattle  raising.  His  son,  Jesse,  the  father 
of  our  subject,  was  born  on  the  old  homestead,  and 
was  the  youngest  of  the  family.  His  early  days 
were  spent  in  school,  and  he  became  interested  in 
farming,  which  he  continued  all  his  life.  During 
his  management  of  the  farm,  consisting  of'  130 
acres,  he  made  many  improvements,  and  became 
well  known  as  a  raiser  of  fine  stock.  He  married, 
in  North  Haven,  Rosanna  Bassett,  a  daughter  of 
Isaac  Bassett,  and  six  children  were  born  of  this 
union :  Merritt,  George,  John,  Isaac,  Edwin  and 
Elizur.  Mr.  Clinton's  connection  with  the  Congre- 
gational Church  of  North  Haven  began  in  his 
youth,  and  he  lived  an  honest  and  upright  life. 

During  his  early  youth  our  subject  was  a  pupil 
in  the  district  school,  and  later  attended  the  North 
Haven  Academy.  He  remained  at  home  until  he 
was  eighteen,  at  which  time  he  entered  the  factory 
at  Clintonville,  and  later,  with  his  brother,  formed 
the  partnership  of  Clinton  Bros,  in  the  manufactur- 
ing of  carriage  woodwork,  prosecuting  this  suc- 
cessfully for  twenty-five  years,  at  which  time  Mr. 
Clinton's  health  failed  and  he  gave  it  up.  A  life  on 
the  farm  seemed  to  promise  a  return  to  good  health, 
and  he  then  went  into  the  dairy  and  fruit  growing 
business  on  a  tract  of  sixty  acres  of  the  original 
homestead  farm.  That  his  hopes  were  realized  his 
present  excellent  health  attests,  the  only  medicine 
he  needed  being  fresh  air,  sunshine  and  contact 
with  Nature.  Mr.  Clinton  has  proved  that  the  Bib- 
lical assertion  that  man  shall  eat  his  bread  in  the 
sweat  of  his  face  is  sometimes  the  greatest  of  bless- 
ings. _        . 

On  May  12,  1858,  Mr.  Clinton  was  married,  in 
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Wallingford,  to  Grace  Ann  Allen,  who  was  born 
in  that  town.  Three  children  have  been  born  to 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Clinton :  Evelyn  B.,  born  May  7, 
1859,  is  a  dairyman  and  peach  c^rower :  he  was  mar- 
ried Feb.  14,  1888,  to  Florence  A.  Redfield,  who 
was  born  July  10,  1863,  and  they  have  one  child, 
Leroy  W.,  born  Xov.  25,  i88q.  Friend  is  a  manu- 
facturer of  witch  hazel  at  Hio-ganum,  Conn.;  lie 
married  Helen  G.  Clark,  of  that  place.  Elbert  mar- 
ried Clara  G.  Sanford,  of  Hamden,  where  they  re- 
side. Both  Mr.  Clinton  and  wife  are  members  of 
the  Xorth  Haven  Grang-e,  where  their  social  quali- 
ties are  much  appreciated ;  they  are  connected  with 
the   Xorth   Haven   Episcopal   Church. 

Mrs.  Clinton  is  descended  from  an  old  and 
prominent  family.  Roger  Allen  came  to  Xew  Eng- 
land in  1638.  The  parents  of  Mrs.  Clinton  were 
Hiram  and  Xancy  (Button)  Allen,  the  former  bom 
in  1806,  and  the  latter  in  1805  :  she  died  in  1885. 
Children  as  follows  came  to  ^Ir.  and  Mrs.  Allen : 
Franklin,  born  in  1832 :  Frances  Augusta,  bom  in 
1836;  Hiram:  Grace  Ann,  born  July  18,  1839;  and 
Elenora  Melvina,  born  in  1842.  The  maternal 
grandfather  of  Mrs.  Clinton,  X'ewberrv  Button,  was 
a  native  of  X'orth  Haven ;  he  was  a  fifer  during  the 
Revolutionary  war.  and  was  at  Fort  Griswold. 
Later  he  became  a  seafaring  man.  He  married  a 
daughter  of  James  Pierpont,  of  Xorth  Haven. 

WILLIA:\I  H.  PERKIXS,  an  enterprising  and 
progressive  gentleman  farmer  of  Bucks  Hill,  has 
spent  his  entire  life  in  Waterburv,  where  he  was 
bom  Xov.  3,  1848.  He  is  a  worthy  descendant  of 
an  old  and  highlv  respected  X^ew  York  family. 

William  Perkins,  his  father,  was  born  in  Butter- 
nuts, now  Gilbertsville,  Otseeo  Co..  X.  Y.,  a  son  of 
Benonia  Perkins.  When  nine  months  old  he  was 
brought  by  his  parents  to  Bethany,  X'ew  Haven 
Co.,  Conn.,  where  his  father  engaged  in  farming 
and  died.  William  Perkins  was  educated  in  the 
schools  of  Bethany,  and  was  fifteen  years  of  age 
on  coming  to  Waterburv,  which  town  was  then  in 
its  infancy.  Here  and  in  Prospect  he  learned  the 
carf)enter's  and  joiner's  trade,  and  in  time  became 
the  best-known  contractor  and  builder  in  the  X'au- 
gatutk  Valley.  When  he  was  twenty-one  years  of 
age  he  formed  a  partnership  with  Archibald  and 
Elisha  Rice.  He  erected  several  of  the  public  build- 
ings in  Waterbury,  including  the  "Scovill  House." 
the  First  Congregational  church,  and  the  Scovill  fac- 
tory. His  work  was  done  with  great  dispatch,  and 
he  put  up  nine  houses  in  ten  davs  in  \\'aterbury. 
For  several  years  he  also  engaged  in  th?  manufac- 
ture of  sash  and  blinds  at  his  factory  at  City  Mills. 
He  was  a  large  land  owner,  having  property  at  Lake 
Wood,  now  known  as  Perkins  avenue,  and  also  at 
Waterville.  He  was  quite  prominent  in  politics, 
and  was  a  recognized  leader  of  the  Democratic  party 
in  Waterbury.  taking  a  deep  interest  in  all  public 
matters.  He  served  thirteen  years  as  selectman,  to 
which  office  he  was  nominated  and  elected  bv  both 


the  Democratic  and  Republican  parties,  and  in  the 
discharge  of  his  duties  gave  eminent  satisfaction 
to  all  concerned.  He  was  first  selectman  five  years. 
He  was  public  spirited  and  progressive,  and  gave 
his  support  to  all  measures  calculated  to  advance  j 
the  educational,  moral  or  material  welfare  of  his  j 
town  and  county.  He  was  a  man  of  independent  j 
thought,  and  had  the  courage  of  his  convictions,  ; 
doing  ever  what  he  deemed  best  for  the  general  ' 
good.  ]Mr.  Perkins  died  at  his  home  on  X^'orth  Main 
street,  Waterbury,  in  1875,  and  was  laid  to  rest  in 
Riverside  cemetery.  He  attended  the  Episcopal 
Church,  and  was  a  member  of  the  Independent  Or- 
der of  Odd  Fellows.  For  his  first  wife  Mr.  Perkins 
married  Mary  Tuttle,  who  was  born  on  Xorth  INIain 
street,  a  daughter  of  John  and  Elizabeth  (Judd) 
Tuttle.  and  his  second  wife  wns  Almira  Jerome,  of 
\\"aterbury ;  she  is  buried  in  Riverside  cemetery. 
He  had  four  children:  (i)  Elizabeth,  who  was  edu- 
cated at  the  Waterbury  Academy  and  Miss  Draper's 
boarding-school,  is  now  the  widow  of  John  H. 
Smith,  a  son  of  Hon.  X'athan  Smith,  a  Congress- 
man from  Xew  Haven,  and  makes  her  home  in 
Waterburv.  She  is  a  member  of  the  Daughters  of 
the  American  Revolution.  She  had  two  cliildren — 
Mary  Elizabeth,  who  died  in  infancy :  and  William 
Easton,  a  merchant  of  Waterbury.  (2) 'William 
H.  is  our  subject.  The  other  two  children  died  in 
infancy. 

During  his  boyhood  and  youth  \\'illiam  H.  Per- 
kins was  given  excellent  educational  advantages,  at- 
tending the  public  and  select  schools  of  Waterburv :  1 
the  Episcopal  Academy  at  Cheshire:  and  the  Xew  ' 
Haven  Military  Institute,  under  Gen.  Russell.  In 
early  life  he  learned  the  carpenter's  trade  with  D. 
H.  Meloy,  a  well-known  architect  and  builder  of 
Waterbury,  with  much  success,  and  followed  that 
occupation  for  several  years.  In  1887  he  removed 
to  what  is  now  known  as  Perkins  avenue,  on  Bucks 
Hill,  and  turned  his  attention  to  the  operation  of 
the  Holt  farm,  upon  which  he  has  made  extensive 
improvements,  including  the  erection  of  a  fine  resi- 
dence, beautifully  located,  and  supplied  with  all 
modern  conveniences.  He  has  built  an  artificial  lake 
which  is  well  stocked  with  fine  fish,  and  on  which 
he  has  a  pleasure  boat.  He  keeps  about  twenty 
head  of  cattle,  to  supply  the  family  wants.  Fancv 
dogs  and  game  chickens  are  bred  here  with  much 
success,  and  Mr.  Perkins'  Great  Dane  "Gover"  is 
one  of  the  best  dogs  in  X'ew  England.  At  the 
present  time  Mr.  Perkins  is  erecting,  regardless  of 
expense,  extensive  chicken  liarns,  comoletely  fur- 
nished with  numerous  incubators  and  all  the  latest 
appliances,  with  the  intention  of  supplying  Water- 
bury with  chickens.  This  business  is  managed  by 
his  son  Harry,  who  has  familiarized  himself  with 
the  culture  of  chickens,  and  the  enterprise  is  ex- 
pected to  prove  a  big  success. 

As  a  hunter  and  fisherman  ?ilr.  Perkins  has  few 
equals  in  Connecticut.  All  his  life  he  has  been  a 
sportsman,  and  in  his  younger  days  was  a  noted  ath- 
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lete.  He  was  one  of  the  originators  of  the  Monitor 
Base  Ball  Club,  which  was  organized  in  the  Ckjthic 
Hall  building.  Waterbury,  and  of  which  he  was 
catcher.  Later  he  held  the  same  position  in  the 
Waterbury  Base  Ball  Club,  and  it  was  largely  due  to 
his  remarkable  ability  that  each  club  held  the  State 
championshii-)  during  his  association  therewith.  His 
active  participation  in  the  great  National  game  is  a 
thing  of  the  past,  but  his  interest  in  it  is  undimin- 
ished, and  he  is  held  as  an  authority  on  the  game 
by  many  of  the  noted  players  of  to-day. 

^Ir.  Perkins  was  married,  in  Waterbury,  to  Miss 
Ella  L.  Grilley,  a  native  of  that  town,  and  a  daugh- 
ter of  Albert  Grilley.  They  have  three  children : 
Alice  M.,  now  the  wife  of  William  R.  Johnson,  of 
Wolcott :  Harry  W. ;  and  Mary  E.,  who  is  attending 
a  boarding-school  in  Lyme,  Connecticut. 

Religiously  Mr.  Perkins  is  a  member  of  St. 
John's  Episcopal  Church  of  Waterbury ;  fraternally 
he  belongs  to  [Mad  River  Grange.  He  casts  his 
ballot  for  the  men  and  measures  of  the  Democratic 
party,  but  has  never  cared  for  the  honor  or  emolu- 
ments of  political  office,  preferring  to  devote  his 
entire  time  and  attention  to  his  business  interests. 
He  is  a  thorough  and  systematic  fanner,  and  car- 
ries forward  to  successful  completion  whatever  he 
undertakes.  He  is  widelv  and  favorably  known,  and 
stands  deservedly  high  in  the  esteem  of  his  fellow 
citizens. 

HENRY  WARD  CHITTENDEN  (deceased) 
was  a  worthy  member  of  an  honored  old  Connecti- 
cut family,  one  of  the  best  in  the  State. 

William  Chittenden,  the  first  of  the  name  in 
Connecticut,  was  a  native  of  England,  and  was  one 
of  a  companv  of  seventy-five — gathered  chiefly 
from  the  Counties  of  Kent,  Surrey  and  Sussex,  in 
the  South  of  England — who  determined  to  leave 
the  mother  countrv  and  seek  a  new  home  in  the 
wilderness  of  the  Western  World.  This  company 
sailed  from  England  for  America  about  Mav  20, 
1639,  in  a  ship  of  350  tons  burden,  and  arrived  in 
New  Haven  July  10,  after  a  passage  of  seven 
weeks.  William  Chittenden  came  from  the  parish 
of  Cranbrook,  in  Kent,  some  thirty-five  miles  south- 
east of  London.  He  was  prominent  among  the 
original  settlers  of  Guilford,  and  as  a  man  of  abil- 
ity and  influence  held  many  important  offices  in  the 
Plantation  during  his  active  life.  He  was  one  of 
the  six  persons  selected  to  purchase  the  land  in 
Guilford  from  the  native  owners,  and  was  also  one 
of  four — Robert  Kitchell,  William  Chittenden, 
John  Bishop  and  William  Leete — who  received,  ac- 
cording to  the  record,  full  power  and  authoritv  to 
act,  order  and  dispatch  all  matters  respecting'  the 
public  weal  and  civil  government  of  the  Plantation 
"until  a  church  is  gathered  among  us."  It  is  sup- 
posed that  he  was  a  soldier  in  the  English  armv. 
and  served  in  the  Netherlands  in  the  Thirtv  Years 
war,  as  he  was  the  principal  military  man  of  the 
'Plantation,  and  bore  the  title  of  lieutenant.    He  was 


a  magistrate  of  the  Plantation,  and  deputv  to  the 
General  Court  until  his  death,  in  February,  1660, 
at  the  age  of  sixty-seven  years.  William  Chitten- 
den was  married  in  England  to  Joanna  Sheafte. 
daughter  of  Dr.  Edmund  and  Joanna  Sheafife,  of 
Cranbrook,  Kent.  Her  sister  Dorothy  was  the  wife 
of  Rev.  Henry  M'hitfield,  who  was  the  first  minister 
of  the  Guilford  Colony,  and  one  of  its  leading  men. 
Ten  children  were  born  to  William  and  Joanna 
Chittenden,  viz. :  Thomas,  who  married  Joanna 
Jordan;  Elizabeth,  who  married  Thomas  Wright; 
Nathaniel ;  John,  mentioned  below ;  ]Marv,  who 
married  John  Leete;  Hannah,  born  Nov.  15,'  1649, 
who  died  in  1650;  Joseph  and  Hannah  (twins), 
born  April  14,  1652,  the  former  of  whom  died  June 
22,  1652,  the  latter  Sept.  13,  1674;  Deborah,  bom 
Dec.  12,  1653,  who  died  Sept.  16,  1674;  and  Joanna. 
The  mother  of  these  remarried,  her  second  husband 
being  Abraham  Cruttenden,  of  Guilford,  who  had 
also  been  previously  married.  She  died  in  Guil- 
ford Aug.  16,  1668.  Her  mother,  widow  of  Dr. 
Edmund  Sheaflfe.  came  with  the  family  from  Eng- 
land, and  died  in  Guilford  Aug.  i,  r659. 

Sergt.  John  Chittenden,  son  of  William,  was 
married  Dec.  12,  1665,  to  Hannah  Fletcher,  of  Mil- 
ford.  He  died  in  Guilford  in  Aoril,  1716.  aged 
seventy-three  >-ears.  Children :  John,  born  Oct. 
17,  1666,  married  Sarah  Clay;  Elizabeth,  bom  Jan. 
26,  1670,  married  Thomas  Cruttenden ;  Joseph  is  re- 
ferredto  below;  Gideon,  bora  Sept.  23.  1678,  died 
in  1679;  Abel,  born  May  14,  1681,  married  Deborah 
Scranton ;  Lvdia,  born  March  30,  1684,  married 
William  Hall. 

Joseph  Chittenden,  born  ]March  26,  1672,  in 
Guilford,  spent  his  entire  life  there,  and  died  Sept. 
ij,  1727-  On  Aug.  26,  1692,  he  married  Mary 
Kimberly,  born  in  April,  1671,  daughter  of  Nathan- 
iel and  Mary  Kimberly,  of  New  Haven.  She  died 
Jan.  14,  1742.  Children:  Deborah,  born  Jan.  28, 
1693,  married  John  Spinning;  Patience,  born  Jan. 
,19,  1696,  married  Tohn  Hubbard;  Gideon,  sketch  of 
whom  follows;  Daniel,  born  March  15,  1700,  mar- 
ried Abigail  Downes ;  Joseph,  born  Jan,  25,  1702, 
married  Patience  Stone ;  Thankful,  born  Jan.  27, 
1704,  married  Timothy  Bartlett. 

Gideon  Chittenden,  son  of  Joseph,  born  Feb.  3, 
1698,  in  Guilford,  passed  the  greater  part  of  his  life 
in  his  native  town,  and  in  1762  removed  to  New 
IMilford,  Conn.,  where  he  and  his  wife  both  ended 
their  days.  On  March  21,  1721,  he  married  Abi- 
g-ail  Bishop,  born  April  10,  1701,  daughter  of 
Samuel  and  Abigail  (Wetmore)  Bishop,  of 
Guilford,  and  they  had  children:  Abraham, 
sketch  of  whom  follows ;  Millicent,  born  April 
5,  1725,  married  John  Hooson ;  Abigail,  born 
?i[arch  17,  1727,  married  Samuel  Stone;  Pru- 
dence, born  Oct.  14,  1729,  married  Nathaniel 
Johnson;  Giles,  born  Dec.  8,  1731,  married 
Temperance  Bishop;  Miles,  bom  June  15,  1734, 
died  Dec.  15,  1755;  Ruth,  born  May  15,  1737,  mar- 
ried Ebenezer  Evarts ;  Stephen,  bom  May  9,  1739, 


858 


COMMEMORATIVE   BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


married  Lucy  Bardsley ;  Catherine,  born  May  9, 
1747,  married  Ebenezer  Gaylord. 

Abraham  Chittenden,  born  Feb.  16,  1723, 
•passed  his  entire  Hfe  in  Guilford,  engaged  in  agri- 
cultural pursuits,  and  died  there  July  19,  1810.  On 
March  15,  1749,  he  married  ^lercy  Burgis,  who  was 
bom  Sept.  26,  1719,  daughter  of  Thomas  and 
Mercy  (Wright)  Burgis,  and  died  Feb.  24,  1801. 
Children;  Abraham,  sketch  of  whom  follows; 
Eliab,  born  March  26,  1754,  died  Aug.  29,  1756; 
Mercy,  born  April  17,  1756,  married  Nathaniel 
Parmelee;  Sarah,  born  3ilay  13,  1760,  died  Aug.  30, 
1769. 

Abraham  Chittenden,  born  Aug.  10,  175 1,  lived 
to  the  ripe  age  of  over  ninety-six  years,  passing 
away  March  4,  1848,  and  his  remains  rest  in  Guil- 
ford cemetery.  He  became  deacon  of  the  First 
Church  in  Guilford  in  1799.  On  Xov.  17,  1774,  he 
married  Diana  Ward,  born  Sept.  24,  1752,  daughter 
of  Gen.  Andrew  and  Diana  (Hubbard)  Ward,  of 
Guilford.  She  died  April  24,  1784,  and  on  May  25, 
1785,  he  married  Lydia  Baldwin,  daughter  of  Israel 
Baldwin,  of  North  Bran  ford,  and  widow  of  Simeon 
Rose.  She  passed  away  Oct.  17,  1819.  By  his  first 
marriage  Abraham  Chittenden  had  three  children: 
Sarah,  born  Oct.  13.  1775,  married  Dr.  Tared  Red- 
field;  Betsey,  born  July  2^,  1777.  married  Benjamin 
Baldwin;  Abraham  I.,  born  Xov.  17,  1781,  married 
Deborah  Fowler.  By  the  second  marriage  there 
were  four:  Diana,  born  April  13,  1786,  married 
David  Parmelee;  John  Baldwin,  born  Jan.  16,  1790, 
married  Eliza  Robinson ;  Henry  Ward,  sketch  of 
whom  follows ;  Lydia,  twin  of  Henry  W.,  married 
Samuel  Robinson. 

Henry  Ward  Chittenden,  whose  name  introduc- 
es this  sketch,  was  born  Dec.  7.  1794.  He  received 
a  good  practical  education,  and  in  his  younger  years 
engaged  in  mercantile  business  in  Guilford,  later  in 
life  taking  up  farming,  in  which  connection  he  also 
managed  the  Grififing  farm,  known  as  the  "Stone 
House  farm."  His  entire  life  was  spent  in  Guil- 
ford, where  he  died  Oct.  30.  1867,  and  his  remains 
rest  in  Guilford  cemetery.  Being  a  man  of  social, 
genial  temperament,  and  of  unblemished  integrity, 
Mr.  Chittenden  was  a  well-known  and  highly  re- 
spected citizen,  and  quite  popular.  In  political 
faith  he  was  a  Whig,  and  later  a  Republican,  and 
he  held  various  local  offices,  including  that  of  town 
clerk.  He  held  membership  in  the  First  Congrega- 
tional Church,  and  was  a  good  Christian  man.  On 
May  17,  1820,  ^Tr.  Chittenden  was  married,  in 
Guilford,  to  Charlotte  Grififing,  born  Jan.  28,  1800, 
daughter  of  Joel  and  Sarah  (Fairchild)  Griffing; 
she  died  Mav  5,  1822,  and  was  buried  in  Guilford 
cemetery.  Oin  March  10,  1824.  Mr.  Chittenden 
married,  for  his  second  wife,  in  Guilford.  Mary 
Grififine,  born  in  Guilford  Feb.  Ci.  1801,  daua^hter  of 
Hon.  Nathaniel  and  Sarah  (Brown)  Griffing.  and 
a  cousin  of  his  first  wife:  she  died  March  21.  1876, 
and  is  buried  in  Guilford  cemeterv.     ^Irs.  Chitten- 


den was  a  lady  of  means,  and  gave  liberally  to  the 
poor  and  to  the  church,  and  was  quite  active  in 
every  good  cause.  She  was  a  member  of  the  First 
Church,  to  which  she  gave  an  excellent  organ  and 
a  fund  for  the  salary  of  the  organist.  To  Henry  W. 
and  Mary  (Griffing)  Chittenden  came  one  child, 
Sarah  Brown,  born  June  18,  1835,  who  was  married 
Sept.  14,  1859,  to  Edward  H.  Owen,  of  Stock- 
bridge,  Alass.  He  died  May  28,  1864,  and  on 
JNlarch  20,  1867,  she  married  Henry  D.  Cone,  a 
paper  manufacturer  in  Housatonic,  ^vlass.,  who  died 
Nov.  16,  1896.  Mr.  Chittenden  adopted  the  daugh- 
ter of  his  sister,  Mrs.  Parmelee,  Lydia  D.,  who  is  a 
lady  of  culture  and  refinement.  She.  makes  her 
home  in  Guilford,  where  she  is  well  known  and 
highly  respected. 

The  Parmelee  Family,  of  which  Aliss  Lydia 
D.  Chittenden,  the  adopted  daughter  of  Henry  W. 
Chittenden,  is  a  descendant,  is  one  of  the  oldest 
families  in  Guilford.  The  first  of  that  name  in  New- 
Haven  Colony  was  John  Parmelee,  who  came  from 
England  and  was  one  of  the  first  settlers  of  New 
Haven,  where  he  spent  the  balance  of  his  life,  dying 
there  in  November,  1659.  He  is  buried  there.  He 
married  Elizabeth  Bradley,  a  widow,  and  three  chil- 
dren were  born  to  them :  John,  sketch  of  whom  fol- 
lows ;  Hannah,  who  married  John  Johnson ;  and 
Marv,  who  married  Denis  Carpenter,  and  died 
March  16,  1668. 

John  Parmelee  spent  his  life  in  the  New  Haven 
Colony,  and  died  in  January,  1689.  His  first  wife. 
Rebecca,  died  Sept.  29,  165 1,  and  in  1652 
he  married  Ann  Plane,  a  widow,  who  died 
March  30,  1658.  In  1659  he  again  married, 
his  third  wife  being  named 
dren :  Nathaniel,  born  in  1645, 
French ;  John,  born  Nov.  25, 
Mary  Mason,  and  died  Jan.  3,  1749; 
of  whom  follows ;  Hannah,  born  Nov. 
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1667,  mar- 


ried T.  Hill;  Stephen,  born  Dec.  6,  1669,  married 
Elizabeth  Baldwin,  and  died  Jan.  3,  1749;  Job,  born 
July  31,  1673,  married  Betsey  Edwards,  and  died 
Nov.  16,  1765;  Caleb  married  Abigail  Johnson; 
Priscilla,  born  May  8,  1678,  died  Dec.  10,  1692: 
Joel,  born  in  1679,  rnarried  Abigail  Andrews,  and 
died  in  July,  1748. 

Isaac  Parmelee,  born  Nov.  21,  1665,  made  his 
home  in  Guilford,  where  he  died  Jan.  3.  1749.  On 
Dec.  30,  1689,  he  married  Elizabeth  Hillard,  born 
June  18,  1666,  died  June  3,  1746,  and  they  had  chil- 
dren:  Ebenezer,  born  Nov.  22,  1690,  died  Sept. 
-7-  ^777'  married  Ann  Cruttenden ;  Abraham,  bom 
May  28,  1692,  died  Sept.  29.  1752,  married  Mary 
Bishop ;  Joseph,  sketch  of  whom  follows :  Eliza- 
beth, born  Jan.  30.  1697,  died  Alarch  14,  1780,  mar- 
ried Nathaniel  Baldwin;  Sarah,  bom  Aug.  11, 
1699.  died  May  4,  1730,  married  ?*[ichael  Hill; 
Isaac,  born  Mav  20,  1702,  died  Tuly  n,  1752,,  mar- 
ried Elizabeth  Evarts ;  Andrew,  born  June  20,  1704, 
died  Aug.  I,  1795;  Rachel,  born  Nov.  18,  1707,  died 
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Nov.  9,  1793.  married  Samuel  Evarts ;  Josiah,  born 
in  December,  1709,  died  Aug.  10,  1739,  married 
Sarah  Evarts. 

Joseph  Parmelee,  born  in  Guilford  Sept.  14, 
1694.  died  April  21,  1751.  On  Sept.  19,  1716,  he 
married  Abigail  Kimberly,  born  July  22,  1696,  died 
Xov.  28,  1763.  Children:  Abigail,  born  Jan.  31, 
1719,  died  Feb.  8,  1780,  married  Caleb  Bishop;  Jo- 
seph, sketch  of  whom  follows ;  William,  born  in 
1724,  died  ]March  13,  1799;  Elizabeth,  born  Nov. 
21,  1728,  married  Ebenezer  Chittenden;  Beulah, 
born  Aug.  30,  1732,  died  Sept.  16,  181S,  married 
Nathaniel  Elliot;  Samuel,  born  July  27,  1737,  died 
June  2,  1807,  married  Sarah  Bishop. 

Joseph  Parmelee,  born  Aug.  3,  1721,  in  Guil- 
ford, died  July  3.  1804.  On  Nov.  30,  1742,  he  mar- 
ried Obedience  Spencer,  born  Sept.  6,  1725,  died 
June  9,  1750.  On  April  12,  1752,  he  married  Abi- 
gail Cruttenden,  born  Aug.  20,  1727,  died  June  23, 
1788.  On  Oct.  12,  1788,  he  married  Mary  Den- 
ning, died  Oct.  2,  1795.  Children:  Obedience, 
born  Aug.  13,  1743.  married  Jesse  Evarts;  Cather- 
ine, born  Aug.  23,  1744;  Luther,  born  Jan.  25, 
1750,  died  Aug.  7,  1750;  Joseph,  born  March  19, 
J755.  died  Feb.  19,  1785;  David,  sketch  of  whom 
follows. 

David  Parmelee.  born  Sept.  6,  1759,  died  Aug. 
26.  1814.  On  Oct.  17,  1781,  he  married  Asentha 
Kirkham,  who  died  Nov.  2,  1782,  and  on  Oct.  2, 
1783.  he  married  Parnel  Handy,  who  survived  him, 
dying  March  21,  1839;  she  married  for  her  second 
husband  Seth  Cruttenden.  Children :  David, 
sketch  of  whom  follows:  Benjamin,  born  March  11, 
1786,  died  in  1805:  Parnel.  born  July  i.  1788,  died 
in  816,  married  Sylvester  Camp:  Jonathan  Handy, 
born  July  I,  1790,  died  at  sea  in  1806;  Clarissa, 
born  Sept.  19,  1795,  died  Jan.  25,  1875,  married 
George  Hart. 

David  Parmelee.  father  of  Miss  Lydia  D.  Chit- 
tenden, born  in  Guilford  Oct.  3.  1784,  died' Aug.  6, 
1870.  By  occupation  he  was  a  blacksmith,  and  he 
spent  all  his  life  in  his  native  town,  where  he  was 
highly  respected.  Originally  a  Whig  in  politics,  he 
eventually  joined  the  Democratic  party,  and  he 
held  several  local  offices.  He  was  a  soldier  in  the 
war  of  1812.  On  March  2,  1807,  I\Ir.  Parmelee 
married  Arta  Leete,  who  was  born  Aug.  27,  1787, 
daughter  of  Amos  Leete,  and  died  Oct.  19.  1816. 
On  Dec.  13,  1818,  he  married  Diana  Chittenden. 
who  was  born  April  13,  1786,  daughter  of  Abraham 
and  Lydia  (Baldwin)  Chittenden,  and  died  Feb.  7. 
1826.^  On  April  11.  1827,  Mr.  Parmelee  married 
for  his  third  wife  Clarissa  P..  Parmelee.  born  Feb. 
'  ^:  '795-  died  Nov.  8.  1831.  There  were  three 
ciiildren  by  the  first  marriage:  Benjamin,  born 
Aug.  to.  1808,  was  drowned;  Samuel,  born  Aug. 
22.  t8io.  died  Mav  15,  1877.  married  Catherine 
Rooke;  David  Kirkiand,  born  Sept.  4,  1812,  is  still 
living  in  Guilford.  Two  children  came  to  the  sec- 
ond union:  Henrv  Baldwin,  born  in  June,  1821, 
died  Oct.  3,  1822;  Lydia  Diana,  born  Oct.  3,  1824, 


is  the  adopted  daughter  of  Henry  Ward  Chitten- 
den. One  child  was  born  to  the  third  union,  Clar- 
issa E.,  born  in  1836,  who  married  Horace  Red- 
ford,  of  Meriden. 

AUGUSTUS  STREET,  deceased.  There  is 
particular  satisfaction  in  reverting  to  the  life  his-- 
tory  of  this  honored  gentleman,  from  the  fact  that 
he  attained  a  position  of  distinction  in  his  native 
town  of  East  Haven,  where  he  retained  his  residence 
until  his  death. 

Mr.  Street  was  born  in  East  Haven  May  30, 
1819,  on  the  place  now  occupied  by  the  widow  of 
his  brother  Dwight,  and  was  a  representative  of 
one  of  the  most  distinguished  and  prominent  fam- 
ilies of  New  Haven  county.  He  traced  his  ances- 
try back  to  Rev.  Nicholas  Street,  of  Bridgewater, 
England,  who  was  born  Jan.  29,  1603,  and  was  edu- 
cated at  Oxford  College,  where  he  received  the  de- 
gree of  B.  A.  He  came  to  America  some  time  be- 
tween 1630  and  1638,  and  first  located  in  Taunton, 
]vlass.,  but  later  removed  to  New  Haven  and  was 
assistant  to  Rev.  Job.n  Davenport,  pastor  of  the 
Center  Church  of  that  place,  and  one  of  the  found- 
ers of  the  New  Haven  Colony. 

Rev.  Samuel  Street,  son  of  Nicholas,  was  one 
of  the  seven  who  graduated  at  Harvard  College  in 
1664.  He  was  afterward  ordained  pastor  of  the 
Congregational  Church  at  Wallingford,  in  1674, 
being  its  first  pastor,  and  remained  in  charge  there 
for  forty-five  years.  He  died  at  the  ripe  old  age  of 
eighty-two. 

Lieut.  Samuel  Street,  son  of  Rev.  Samuel,  was 
born  July  27,  1667. 

Rev.  Nicholas  Street,  son  of  Lieut.  Samuel,  and 
grandfather  of  our  subject,  was  born  in  Walling- 
ford, New  Haven  county,  Feb,  21,  1730,  and  died 
in  October,  1806,  He  was  graduated  from  Yale 
College  in  1751,  and  in  1755  was  ordained  pastor  of 
the  East  Haven  Congregational  Church,  over  which 
he  presided  for  the  long  period  of  fifty-one  years, 
honored  and  beloved  by  all  who  knew  him.  He 
was  twice  married,  his  first  wife  being  Desire 
Thompson,  his  second  Hannah  Austin,  who  died 
at  the  age  of  sixty-one. 

EInathan  Street,  our  subject's  father,  was  bom 
in  East  Haven  Feb.  16,  1774,  and  died  Nov.  13,. 
1849.  He  was  a  farmer  by  occupation,  and  a  wor- 
thy member  of  the  community,  highly  respected  by 
all  for  his  manv  sterling  qualities  and  unassuming 
manner.  He  was  a  devout  member  of  the  Congre- 
gational Church,  and  a  stanch  \\^hi£f  in  politics. 
On  Nov.  2,  1802,  !Mr.  Street  married  Clarissa  }iIor- 
ris,  who  was  born  July  6,  1783,  and  died  March  2, 
1861.  Ten  children  were  born  to  this  union:  Jane 
Caroline,  Harriet,  Lucy  IVf.,  Mary  A,,  Nicholas, 
Benjamin,  Augustus,  Thaddeus,  Cornelia  and  EI- 
nathan Dwight.  Benjamin  was  a  soldier  in  the 
15th  Conn.  V.  I.  during  the  Civil  war. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  spent  the  first  four- 
teen vears  of  his  life  in  his  native  town,  and  then 
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went  to  New  Haven,  where  he  clerked  in  the  dry- 
goods  store  of  Janies  D.  Salter  for  two  years.     He 
tlien  entered  the  employ  of  Stephen  A.  Street,  in  a 
similar  capacity,  and  in  1835  accompanied  this  gen-  ] 
tleman  on  his  removal  to  New  Orleans.  La.,  clerk-  j 
ing  in  his  store  there  until  the  employer's  death,  in  [ 
1838.     Returning  Xorth  to  New  York,  ]\Ir.  Street  | 
engaged  in  the  dry-goods  business  until   185 1,  and  i 
then  moved  to  Mount  Carmel,  Conn.,  where  he  was  1 
manager  of  the  store  of  James  Ives  until  1855.     He 
next  went  to  New  Haven,  and  was  bookkeeper  for 
Beecher  &  W'inship  until  1862,  after  which  he  en- 
gaged   in   mercantile   business    for   himself  at   that 
place  for  two  years. 

On  Sept.  II,  1850.  Mr.  Street  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Miss  Maria  S.  Elwell,  of  Brooklyn, 
N.  Y.,  who  was  bom  Feb.  i,  1826,  and  died  Dec. 
31,  1898.  They  had  five  children,  viz.:  Augustus 
and  Alexander,  twins,  died  in  infancy;  Frank  died 
at  the  age  of  ten  months :  Lucy  Ehvell  died  when 
two  years  of  age;  the  only  survivor  being  Lottie 
E.  The  last  named  is  a  graduate  of  the  private 
school  conducted  by  I^Iiss  Abbott,  daughter  of  John 
S.  C.  Abbott,  the  historian,  and  has  been  a  success- 
ful school  teacher.  She  is  now  a  member  of  the 
board  of  education  and  school  visitor,  having  served 
in  that  position  for  several  years  past.  Prior  to 
her  father's  decease  she  was  appointed  assistant 
town  clerk.  Miss  Street  is  a  lady  of  considerable 
literary  ability,  and  is  the  authoress  of  the  book  en- 
titled "A  Knot  of  Blue,"  and  published  by  the  Pil- 
grim Press,  of  Boston. 

Shortly  after  his  marriage  ^Ir.  Street  returned 
to  East  Haven,  where  he  ever  afterward  made  his 
home,  though  he  was  engaged  in  business  else- 
where. His  political  support  was  given  to  the  men 
and  measures  of  the  Republican  party.  He  served 
as  town  treasurer  of  East  Haven  for  several  years. 
and  was  town  clerk  from  1893  until  his  death.  April 
30,  1901,  being  elected  without  serious  opposition 
from  any  party :  the  last  time  his  name  was  on  both 
party  tickets.  He  was  one  of  the  oldest  and  most 
influential  members  of  the  East  Haven  Congrega- 
tional Church,  and  was  treasurer  of  that  society. 
Mr.  Street  was  ever  found  true  to  the  trusts  reposed 
in  him  by  his  fellow  citizens,  and  merited  and  re- 
ceived their  esteem  and  respect. 

JOHN  THOMAS  SLINEY.  one  of  the  most 
prominent  contractors  on  stone  work,  track  work, 
teaming  and  trucking  in  Branford,  where  he  has 
extensive  liverv  stables,  is  a  son  of  David  and  Eliza- 
beth  (Dickson)   Slinev.  natives  of  Ireland. 

David  Slinev  and  his  wife  came  to  this  country 
•  about  1850.  and  located  in  Branford.  where  the  fa- 
ther engaged  in  farminsr-  After  a  time  he  entered 
the  employ  of  the  M.  I.  F.  Company,  and  later  in  his 
life  became  a  farmer,  dying:  Nov.  11,  1897.  at  the 
age  of  seventv-one  years.  During  tlie  Civil  war  he 
served  in  the  L'nion  army  a=  a  nu'mbsr  of  Company 
G,  27th  Conn.  \'.  I.,  under  Capt.  Ely,  and  was  taken 


prisoner  at  the  battle  of  Gettysburg.  After  a  brief 
incarceration  in  southern  prison  pens  he  was  e.x- 
changed,  and  honorably  dischars'ed  from  the  hos- 
pital at  New  Haven.  Of  the  children  born  to  David 
Sliney  and  wife,  we  have  the  following  record: 
Catherine,  who  married  Hugh  McEmerney:  Bessie, 
who  married  M.  F.  Kelly :  Alargaret,  who  is  Mrs. 
M.  F.  O'Brien ;  David ;  John  T. ;  Lucy,  who  mar- 
ried Thomas  Gibbons ;  William  R. :  and  Ella. 

John  Thomas   Sliney   was   reared   in   Branford, 

w^here  he  was  educated  in  the  public  schools,  and  at 

the  age  of  seventeen  went  into  the  milk  business, 

in  which  he  was  engaged  for  the  next  eleven  years. 

Mr.  Sliney  began  his  present  business  in  1892.  and 

the  next  year  entered  into  a  partnership  with  M.  P. 

Rice,  which  continued  two  years.     Since  that  time 

he  has  conducted   his  business   without  a  partner. 

and  is  doing  a  large  work,  not  only  in  Branford, 

i  but  in  New  Haven  and  adjacent  territory. 

I         On  Jan.  25,   1893.   Mr.   Sliney  was  married  to 

;  Hannah  Agnes,  a  daughter  of  Lawrence  and  ]\Iarv 

\   (Murphy)   Buckley.     To  this  union  were  born  five 

1  children  :   Mary,  Elizabeth,  John,  Lawrence  and  Leo. 

I  Mr.  Sliney  and  his  family  are  members  of  the  St. 

I  Mary's  Catholic  Church,  at  Branford.     In  his  poli- 

j  tics  he  is  a  Democrat,  and  for  two  years  he  served 

j  as  a  member  of  the  board  of  education,  and  for  two 

I  terms  as  a  selectman  of  the  town. 

JOHN  HOOKER  DUDLEY.  The  Dudley 
family,  of  which  the  subject  of  this  sketch  is  a  wor- 
thy member,  originated  in  England,  and  became  one 
of  the  earliest  families  in  Connecticut. 

(I)  William  Dudley,  one  of  the  original  settlers 
of  Guilford,  and  signer  of  the  Plantation  Covenant, 
was  born  at  Richmond,  County  of  Surrey.  England. 
He  was  a  member  of  Rev.  Henry  Whitfield's  Church 
and  parish  at  Ocklev.  in  Surrey,  where  he  married 
Aug.  24.  1636.  Miss  Jane  Lutman.  They  came 
with  Mr.  Whitfield's  company  to  America  in  1639, 
and  their  eldest  child,  William,  was  born  at  sea  dur- 
ing their  voyage.  On  their  arrival  at  Guilford  they 
established  their  home  on  the  east  side  of  what  is 
now  Fair  street,  where  Dr.  R.  B.  West  now  lives. 
William  Dudley's  home-lot  contained  three  and  one- 
quarter  acres  and  he  had  also  considerable  outlying 
land.  He  was  a  farmer,  as  appears  by  his  will  and 
inventory.  He  died  ]\Iarch  16,  1683-84,  and  his 
wife  on  Mav  i,  1674.  They  had  five  children:  (i) 
Deacon  William,  born  at  sea.  June  8,  1639,  died  ^lay. 
1701,  married  Nov.  4,  1661.  Mary  Stow.  He  re- 
moved in  1670  to  Saybrook,  Conn.  (2)  Joseph, 
sketch  of  whom  follows.  ( t,)  Ruth,  bom  April  20, 
1645,  married  June  20,  1664,  John  \Vhittlesey,  of 
Saybrook.  (4)  Deborah,  bom  Sept.  20.  1647,  died 
October,  1681  :  married  (first)  June,  1671,  Ebenezer 
Thompson,  who  died  May,  1674.  They  had  two 
children  :  jabez,  born  Oct.  16.  1672 ;  and  John,  born 
November,  1674.  She  married  (second)  Thomas 
Scranton,  who  died  Februarv.  1711:  thev  had  two 
children — Samuel,   married   Elizabeth   Bishop ;   and 
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1  lannali,  married  Joseph  Evarts.    (5)  Another  child, 
whoso  name  is  not  known. 

(11)  Joseph  Dudley,  second  son  of  William  Dud- 
IfV  and  Jane  (Lutman),  was  born  at  Guilford  April 
ji  1643,  and  died  there  June  3,  1712.  He  married 
C»ct.  6,  1670,  Ann  Robinson,  daughter  of  Thomas 
Kobiiisoii  and  wife,  Mary.  He  was  a  cooper  by 
trade,  also  a  farmer.  He  owned  part  of  a  sawmill 
which  he  bequeathed  to  his  son  Caleb.  He  lived, 
probably,  on  the  homestead  of  his  father  on  Fair 
street.  His  father  mentions  him  in  his  will  as  fol- 
lows: "I  give  and  bequeathe  to  my  son  Joseph 
Dudley,  all  my  housings  and  lands  and  rights  of 
lands  in  Guilford,  etc."  In  1691  he  was  chosen  by 
the  town  "for  the  making  of  coffins  on  all  occasions 
of  death."  At  the  time  of  his  death  the  inventory 
of  land,  distributed  to  his  six  sons  as  designated  by 
his  will,  amounted  to  i/Si  :  los:  6d.  ^Movables — 
ii66:  15s:  6d.  Joseph  Dudley  had  nine  children: 
(i)  Joseph,  born  June  11,  1671.  died  Feb.  22, 
1726;  married  July  2~,  1704,  Abigail  Hubbard.  (2) 
Benjamin  (twin  of  Joseph),  died  Feb.  23,  1720; 
married  Jan.  5,  1703,  Tabitha  Avered.  (3)  Caleb, 
sketch  of  whom  follows.  (4)  Joshua,  born  Dec.  17, 
1674,  died  Jan.  29,  1750;  married  Oct.  20,  1712, 
Saraii  Perry,  of  Stratford.  (5)  Miles,  born  Dec. 
17,  1676,  died  .A.ug.  10,  1753;  married  Jan.  23,  1706, 
Raciiel  Strong,  daughter  of  Thomas  Strong,  of 
Northampton,  Mass.  She  died  Jan.  4.  1769,  aged 
ninety-three.  (6)  William,  born  Oct.  18.  1684,  died 
Feb.  28.  1761  ;  married  (first)  Ruth  Strong  (who 
died  Sept.  18,  1743),  daughter  of  Thomas  of  Lyme: 
married  (second)  Rebecca  Fisk,  daughter  of  Joseph 
Elliott.  (7)  Anna,  born  1687,  died  April  27,  1687. 
(8)  Mary  married  Joseph  Wright,  of  Colchester, 
Conn.  (9)  Mercy  married  Josiah  Bartlett,  of  North- 
ampton, Massachusetts. 

(HI)  Caleb  Dudley,  the  third  son  of  Joseph 
Dudley  and  Ann  (Robinson),  w-as  born  in  Guilford 
in  June,  1673,  ^"d  died  March  20,  1730.  He  mar- 
ied  June  23,  1700,  Elizabeth  Buck,  of  Wethersfield, 
born  June  4,  1676  (died  April  14,  1738),  daughter 
of  Emanuel  Buck  and  Mary  (Kirby),  and  grand- 
daughter of  John  Kirbv,  one  of  the  iirst  settlers  of 
Middletown,  Conn.  Caleb  Dudley  was  a  farmer, 
and  the  first  one  of  the  Dudley  name  who  made  his 
home  on  "Clapboard  Hill,"  the  neighborhood  after- 
ward called  "Dudleytown."  His  father,  in  his  will, 
gave  him  the  portion  of  his  real  estate  lying  in  that 
vicinity.  Caleb  Dudley  built  his  house  on  what  is 
now  (1900)  the  home-lot  of  Joseph  E.  Dudley  Cthe 
old  house  stood  a  little  west  of  Joseph  E.  Dudley's 
present  home).  It  was  afterward  successively  the 
home  of  his  son  Caleb :  his  grandson  Nathaniel ; 
great-grandson  John  ;  and  the  birthplace  of  his  great- 
great-grandchildren  :  Hooker,  Elon,  John.  Horace, 
r^udley  and  Ruth  (Dudlev)  Norton,  "the  mother  of 
Reacon  J.  W.  Norton.  The  value  of  his  estate,  as 
inventoried  after  his  death,  was  £2,108.  Caleb  Dud- 
ley had  eight  children:  (i)  Thomas,  born  April 
-3.  I/Oi,  died  May  22,  1776;  married  June  11,  1733, 


Abigail  Seward,  of  Durham.  (2)  Caleb,  sketch  of 
whom  follows.  (3)  Ruth,  born  Dec.  28,  1704,  died 
April  13,  1736;  married  March  9,  1732,  Samuel 
Evarts  (Daniel,  Daniel,  John).  (4)  Daniel,  born 
April  3,  1707.  He  removed  to  Bethlehem,  Conn., 
married  Jan.  20,  1732,  Joanna  Rose,  of  Branford. 
(5)  Josiah,  born  Aug.  30,  1709,  died  Oct.  20,  1755; 
married.  1738,  Silence  Dows.  He  lived  at  East 
Guilford.  (6)  Samuel,  born  Dec.  4,  171 1,  died  Nov. 
10,  1789;  married  May  3,  1738,  Jane  Talman,  daugh- 
ter of  Dr.  Ebenezer  Talman  and  Ann  (Morrison). 
Samuel  Dudley  had  but  one  son,  Samuel,  born  Nov. 
27,  1747,  died  Dec.  17,  1819;  married  Hannah 
Evarts  (Jonathan,  Jonathan,  James,  James,  John). 
Their  only  son.  Deacon  Asher  Dudley,  born  April 
2.  1770,  died  Oct.  27,  1862,  was  the  father  of  Maria 
Dudley,  born  April  30,  1802.  who  married  Oct.  13, 
1819,  Jonathan  Parmelee.  Samuel  Dudley  lived  in 
(and  probably  built)  the  old  house  now  occupied 
by  his  great-great-great-grandson,  Charles  E.  Par- 
melee, west  of  the  residence  of  Herbert  E.  Parme- 
lee, in  Clapboard  Hill  District.  (7)  Noah,  born 
Aug.  15,  1716,  removed  to  Roxbury,  Conn.:  mar- 
ried May  28,  1752,  Submit  Talman,  daughter  of  Dr. 
Ebenezer  (Dr.  Peter,  Peter)  Talman.  (8)  David, 
born  Nov.  27,  1718,  died  Feb.  17,  1807;  married 
Mary  Talman,  daughter  of  Dr.  Ebenezer  Talman 
(Dr.  Peter,  Peter).  They  had  one  son  who  died 
young,  and  five  daughters,  one  of  whom,  Anna, 
born  April  13,  1752.  married  Timothy  Field.  They 
were  the  parents  of  Rev.  David  Dudley  Field,  D.  D., 
born  May  20,  178 1. 

(IV)  Caleb  Dudley,  son  of  Caleb  Dudley  and 
Elizabeth  (Buck),  was  born  in  Clapboard  Hill  dis- 
trict, Guilford,  Nov.  20,  1702,  and  died  Oct.  10, 
1793.  He  married  May  31,  1739,  Hannah  Stone, 
daughter  of  Nathaniel  Stone  and  Hannah  (Graves). 
He  was  a  farmer,  and  lived  upon  the  homestead  of 
his  father.  Caleb  Dudley  had  five  children,  all  sons, 
the  eldest  of  whom  died  in  infancy.  The  four  re- 
maining sons  settled  near  their  parents  at  Clapboard 
Hill,  (i)  Caleb,  born  Feb.  24,  1740,  died  March, 
1740.  (2)  Caleb,  born  July  24,  1741,  died  Sept. 
14,  1802;  married  (first)  Nov.  28,  1764,  Hannah 
Evarts,  daughter  of  Eleazer  Evarts  (Samuel,  Judah, 
John).  She  died  Sept.  6,  1765,  aged  twenty-one, 
leaving  one  child,  Caleb  (born  Aug.  28.  1765,  died 
June  30,  1815).  He  married  (second)  Jan.  18,  1769, 
Anna  Munger,  daughter  of  Ebenezer,  by  whom  he 
had  five  children:  Hannah,  born  Oct.  31.  1769, 
married  Jan.  13,  1790,  John  Griswold,  and  died 
Feb.  17,  1828:  Ruth,  born  July  19,  1777,  married 
Peter  Talman.  and  died  June  30,  1849:  Anna,  born 
May  II,  1773,  married  Amos  Bartlett,  and  died 
Aug.  20.  1866  (their  daughter  Ruth,  born  April  15, 
1802,  married  Capt.  Georcfe  Bartlett)  ;  Abel,  born 
Sept.  3,  1781,  married  Betsey  Minor,  and  died 
March  11,  1821  :  Huldah.  born  Oct.  29,  1784,  mar- 
ried Timothy  Terryl,  of  Woodbury,  Conn.  (3) 
Abraham  was  next  in  the  family,  (a)  Nathaniel, 
bom   Oct.   3,    1745,   died   Feb.   21,    1826;  married 
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March  12,  1777,  ]Mary  Hart,  daughter  of  Thomas 
Hart  and  Concurrence  (Bartlettj.  (5)  Amos,  born 
Nov.  3,  1747,  married  (first)  Feb.  7,  1771,  AIar\- 
Evarts,  daughter  of  Eleazer  Evarts  (Samuel,  Judah, 
John).  She  died  Aug.  23,  1797,  aged  forty-seven; 
he  married  (second)  July  15,  1799,  Deborah  (John- 
son), widow  of  Elon  Lee. 

(V)  Nathaniel  Dudley,  bom  Oct.  3,  1745,  in 
Guilford,  passed  all  his  life  there,  dying  Feb.  21, 
1826.  In  Guilford,  2\larch  12,  1777,  he  married 
Mary  Hart,  born  Aug.  17,  175 1  (died  Feb.  6,  1841), 
daughter  of  Thomas  and  Concurrence  (Bartlett) 
Hart.  Four  children  came  to  this  union,  viz. :  ( i ) 
Nathaniel,  bom  Nov.  15,  1777,  died  Sept.  7,  1795; 

(2)  Lois,  born  July  15,  1779,  died  Sept.  7,  1863; 

(3)  John,  sketch  of  whom  follows;  (4)  Eunice, 
born  Feb.  20,  1784,  married  ^lay  23,  1806,  George 
Bushnell,  of  Saybrook,  Connecticut. 

(VI)  John  Dudley,  son  of  (V)  Nathaniel,  and 
the  grandfather  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  was 
born  Jan.  25,  1782,  on  the  old  homestead  in  Guilford, 
and  died  Jan.  19,  1816,  his  remains  being  interred 
in  East  cemetery.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Con- 
gregational Church.  He  was  a  lifelong  farmer  and 
landowner.  On  Jan.  24,  1805,  he  married  Sarah 
Lee,  bom  Dec.  30,  1780,  and  died  Dec.  27,  1849. 
Their  children:  (i)  Hooker,  sketch  of  whom  fol- 
lows; (2)  Elon,  born  May  i,  1808,  died  April  8, 
1883;  (3)  John,  born  Dec.  30,  1809,  married  Sarah 
Dudley;  (4)  Horace,  born  3.1arch  16,  1812,  and  died 
June  12,  1885,  married  Amanda  Dudley;  (5)  Ruth, 
bom  June  4,  1814,  married  John  Norton. 

(VII)  Hooker  Dudley,  son  of  (VI)  John,  and 
the  father  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  was  born 
Oct.  I  1806,  was  educated  in  the  Clapboard  Hill  Dis- 
trict school,  and  remained  upon  the  old  homestead 
until  removing  in  183 1  to  the  farm  now  owned  by 
his  son  John  H.  There  during  the  rest  of  his  days 
he  engaged  in  farming  and  stock  raising,  dying  Aug. 
21,  1879,  and  his  remains  were  interred  in  East 
cemetery.  In  religious  faith  he  was  a  member  of 
the  Episcopal  Church,  and  in  politics  he  was  a 
Democrat,  but  never  aspired  to  political  preferments. 
On  Oct.  16,  1831,  Hooker  Dudley  was  married  to 
Mary  Evarts,  bom  May  22.  1806,  daughter  of  (V) 
Nathaniel  Evarts,  and  died  Feb.  20.  1895  (see  Gen- 
ealogy of  the  Evarts  Family  further  on).  Three 
children  came  of  this  union:  (i)  Elizabeth  Mary, 
bom  July  10,  1833,  died  single  April  26,  1874.  (2) 
Andrew  Jackson,  born  Aug.  15,  1835,  living  at  No. 
1 1 57  North  Chapel  street.  New  Haven;  and  (3) 
John  Hooker,  a  sketch  of  whom  follows. 

(VIII)  John  Hooker  Dudley,  son  of  (VII) 
Hooker,  was  bom  on  the  old  family  homestead 
April  5,  1837,  and  received  a  liberal  education  in  the 
Clapboard  Hill  district  school.  Like  his  forefathers, 
he  has  made  agricultural  pursuits  his  life  work,  and 
since  his  father's  death  has  operated  the  homestead 
of  seventy-five  acres  of  land.    In  politics  he  is  inde- 

.  pendent,  and  in  religious  connection  he  is  a  member 
of  the  Episcopal  Church.    A  well-read  man,  he  takes 


much  interest  in  the  current  events  of  the  dav,  while, 
at  the  same  time,  he  is  something  of  an  archaeolo- 
gist and  mineralogist,  having  in  his  possession  an 
interesting  collection  of  Indian  relics,  mineral  ore 
and  other  curiosities.  Mr.  Dudley  has  not  enlisted 
in  the  noble  army  of  Benedicts. 

Evarts  Family,  (i)  John  Evarts  came  from 
England  and  settled  first  at  Concord,  Mass.,  where 
he  was  made  a  freeman  in  March,  1638;  was  after- 
ward at  Windsor,  Conn.  He  came  to  Guilford  in 
165 1,  and  purchased  John  Mepham's  allotment  on 
July  29,  1651.  His  home-lot  was  situated  next  south 
of  Henry  Dude's,  on  the  west  side  of  what  is  now 
State  street,  near  where  the  dwelling-house  of  2^Irs. 
James  JNIonroe  now  stands.  The  name  of  his  first 
wife,  the  mother  of  his  children,  does  not  appear 
on  "Guilford  Records."  He  married  (second) 
May  22,  1663,  Elizabeth,  widow  of  John  Parmelee, 
Sr.  (who  died  1659).  Before  her  marriage  to  John 
Parmelee  she  was  widow  Elizabeth  Bradley,  of  New 
Haven.  John  Evarts  died  May  9,  1669.  He  had 
five  children :  Elizabeth,  who  married  Peter  Ab- 
bel ;  James,  who  was  married  to  Lydia  Goodrich, 
daughter  of  Richard  and  Dinah  Goodrich,  and  died 
in  1684;  Daniel,  who  married  (first)  Mary  (sur- 
name unknown),  and  (second)  Rebecca  Dowd, 
daughter  of  Henry  and  Elizabeth  Doudi  (or  Dowd) , 
and  died  Dec.  5,  1692;  John,  born  Feb.  29,  1640, 
who  married  Aviary  French,  daughter  of  Thomas 
French;  and  Judah,  a  sketch  of  whom  follows. 

(II)  Judah  Evarts,  the  youngest  son  of  (I)  John 
Evarts,  was  born  Oct.  27,  1642,  and  died  in  Guilford 
in  1696.  He  married  Aug.  3,  1670,  Mary  Hayden. 
born  in  Windsor,  Conn.,  June  6,  1648,  daughter  of 
William  Hayden,  of  Windsor,  who  afterward  re- 
moved to  Killingworth.  They  had  four  children : 
(i)  Mary,  born  Jan.  28,  1675,  died  October,  1678. 
(2)  Samuel,  born  Oct.  4,  1678,  died  Jan.  24,  1740; 
married  (first)  March  i,  171 1,  EUzabeth  Benton, 
who  died  June  30,  1734;  she  was  a  daughter  of 
Andrew  and  Elizabeth  (Rolf)  Benton.  He  mar- 
ried (second)  Dec.  28,  1736,  Mary  Stone,  daughter 
of  Joseph  Stone  and  Mary  (Scranton).  (3)  Alary, 
bom  May  16,  1682,  died  May  2,  1688.  (4)  Eleazer, 
born  June  16,  1688,  died  young. 

(III)  Samuel  Evarts,  the  eldest  son  of  (II)  Ju- 
dah Evarts  and  Mary  (Hayden),  was  born  in  Guil- 
ford, Conn.,  Oct.  4,  1678,  and  died  there  Jan.  24, 
1740.  He  married  (first)  March  i,  171 1,  Elizabeth 
Benton,  daughter  of  Andrew  Benton  and  Elizabeth 
(Rolf).  She  died  June  30,  1734.  They  had  three 
children:  (i)  Elizabeth,  born  Dec.  25,  171 1,  died 
Dec.  16,  1734,  unmarried.  (2)  ]\Iary,  born  July  16, 
1713,  died  Jan.  8,  1736,  unmarried.  (3)  Eleazer, 
born  June  26,  1716,  died  Dec.  28,  1804,  married 
Jan.  29,  1740,  Hannah  Scranton  (died  Sept.  6, 
1765),  daughter  of  Samuel  Scranton  and  Elizabeth 
(Bishop).  Samuel  Evarts  married  (second)  Dec. 
28,  1736,  Zvlary  Stone,  daughter  of  Joseph  Stone 
and  Mary  (Scranton).  They  had  one  child,  (4) 
Samuel,  sketch  of  whom  follows. 
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(IV)  Samuel  Evarts,  the  only  child  of  Samuel 
Evarts  and  his  second  wife,  J\Iary  (Stone),  of  Guil- 
ford, was  born  \ov.  27,  1737,  and  died  Dec.  i,  1812. 
He  lived  in  Nutplains  District  in  the  house  now  oc- 
cupied by  Alvan  Eldredge,  whose  wife  is  his  great- 
granddaughter.  He  married  April  19,  1761,  Sarah 
Nettleton.  of  Killingworth,  and  they  had  eight  chil- 
dren: (i)  Sarah,  born  May  8,  1762.  (2)  Samuel, 
born  Feb.  20,  1764.  (3)  Josiah,  born  in  1767.  (4) 
Nathaniel,  sketch  of  whom  follows.  (5)  Mary, 
bom  in  1771,  died  Dec.  16,  1829;  married  Oct.  31, 
1790,  Ambrose  Benton,  who  died  March  i,  1847. 
(6)  Nathan,  born  in  1773.  (7)  Jared,  bom  in  1774, 
married  Mina  Parmelee.  (8)  William,  born  in  1782, 
died  Jan.  7,  1841,  married  Sally  Bristol  (he  removed 
to  Wayne  county,  Pennsylvania). 

(V)  Nathaniel  Evarts.  son  of  (IV)  Samuel 
Evarts  and  Sarah  (Nettleton),  was  bom  in  Guil- 
ford (Nutplains  District)  Jan.  13,  1769,  and  died 
there  Nov.  3,  1854,  aged  eighty-five.  He  was  a 
farmer,  and  lived  in  the  house  now  owned  by  John 
Bristol.  He  married  Nov.  15,  1801.  Julia  Parmelee 
(John,  John,  John,  John,  John,  John).  She  was 
born  Feb.  18,  1778,  and  died  Sept.  10,  1849.  They 
had  seven  children:  (i)  Julia,  bom  Oct.  12,  1802. 
died  in  June,  1877,  unmarried.  (2)  Joel,  sketch  of 
whom  follows.  (3)  INIary,  born  !May  22,  1806,  died 
Feb.  20,  1895:  married  Oct.  16,  1831,  Hooker  Dud- 
Icy,  son  of  John  Dudley  and  Sarah  (Lee).  (4) 
Lucy,  born  May  31,  1809,  died  Jan.  6,  1888;  married 
May  3.  1832,  George  Dudley,  son  of  Deacon  Abra- 
ham Dudley  and  Mary  (Bassett).  ("5)  Lewis, 
sketch  of  whom  appears  farther  on.  (6)  Anna, 
born  Oct.  7,  1814,  died  April  22,  1867  (removed  to 
Kansas)  :  married  April  18,  1842,  George  Dibble, 
died  April  12,  1867.  (7)  John  Samuel,  sketch  of 
whom  appears  farther  on. 

(VI)  Joel  Evarts.  a  farmer  of  Nutplains  district, 
Guilford,  and  the  oldest  son  of  (V)  Nathaniel 
Evarts  and  Julia  (Parmelee),  was  born  June  25, 
1804,  and  died  Nov.  23,  1882.  He  lived  in  the  house 
now  owned  by  Asahel  White.  He  married  Oct.  22, 
1834,  Clarissa  Dudley,  born  Dec.  23,  1804,  died  Dec. 
10,  1873,  daughter  of  Deacon  Abraham  Dudley  and 
Mary  (Bassett).  They  had  two  children:  (i) 
Eliza  Jane,  bom  April  5,  1840,  married  April  5, 
1865,  Samuel  Milton  Bullard.  (2)  Emily  Clarissa, 
bom  Sepyt.  8,  1845,  married  Nov.  16,  1864,  Sylvester 
Russell  Snow. 

(VI)  Lewis  Evarts,  a  farmer  of  Nutplains  dis- 
trict, Guilford,  was  the  second  son  of  (V)  Nathaniel 
Evarts  and  Julia  (Parmelee).  He  was  born  Aug. 
1 5-  i8ii,  and  died  Nov.  29,  1892.  He  lived  in  the 
house  of  his  grandfather,  Samuel  Evarts,  now  the 
home  of  his  son-in-law.  Alvan  Eldredge.  He  mar- 
ried May  II,  1840,  Alarv  Minerva  Parker,  born 
April  18,  1824.  died  March  15.  1887,  and  thev  had 
eight  children:  (i)  Catherine  Mary,  bom  '  Sept. 
17.  •^41-  died  March  2,  1890:  married  (first)  Nov. 
I.  1865,  Charles  Samuel  Bartlett,  born  Nov.  Ii, 
1832.  died  Dec.  22.  1872,  son  of  Capt.  George  and 


Ruth  Bartlett;  married  (second)  Nov.  3,  1876,  Ed- 
gar Lee  Fowler,  born  Jan.  8,  1830,  died  Sept.  3, 
1893.  (2)  Julia  Amelia,  born  Feb.  12,  1844,  mar- 
ried Nov.  27,  1873,  Alvan  Eldredge,  born  Jan.  19, 
1848.  (3)  Samuel  Lewis,  born  March  16,  1846, 
died  Jklarch  16,  1849.-  (4)  George  Albert,  born 
March  8,  1848,  died  April  3,  1848.  (5)  Samuel 
Lewis,  born  April  7,  185 1,  married  Dec.  14,  1880, 
Lizzie  Woodworth,  of  Middletown ;  they  had  one 
child,  Clarence  Gardiner,  bom  Nov.  4,  1889.  (6) 
Georgiana  Parker,  born  Feb.  12,  1853,  married  Nov. 
I,  1884,  Henry  W.  Banks,  of  Southport,  Conn.  (7) 
Alice  Maria,  born  Feb.  5,  1856,  died  Oct.  3,  1874. 
(8)  Frank  Albert,  born  Sept.  24,  1858  (of  New 
Haven),  married  Jime  4.  1886,  Anna  Wood. 

(VI)  John  Samuel  Evarts,  a  farmer  of  Nut- 
plains district,  Guilford,  is  the  youngest  son  of  Na- 
thaniel Evarts  and  Julia  (Parmelee).  He  was  born 
June  18,  1817,  and  married  (first)  April  26,  1847, 
Hannah  ^IcComb,  born  1818,  died  Jan.  24,  1848, 
leaving  a  son,  John  E.,  born  Jan.  19,  1848,  who  died 
May  26,  1848.  He  married  (second)  Nov.  17,  1853, 
Harriet  Hotchkiss,  born  Tune  9,  181 5,  died  July  4, 
1889,  daughter  of  Launcelot  Hotchkiss  and  Lucretia 
(Cook),  of  Branford.  They  had  two  children:  (i) 
Lucy  Maria,  bora  Sept.  3,"  1854,  married  Sept.  29, 
1885.  Walter  W.  Wilcox,  born  Dec.  16,  1851,  son 
of  Almon  O.  Wilcox  and  Ruth  (Kennedy).  (2) 
Harriet  Lucretia,  born  Feb.  24,  1859. 

LEMUEL  J.  CURTIS.  In  the  death,  on  Jan! 
TO,  1888,  of  Lemuel  J.  Curtis,  there  passed  awav 
not  only  one  of  the  wealthiest  men  of  Meriden,  but 
one  of  her  noblest  citizens,  a  good  man,  a  philan- 
thropist. 

Mr.  Curtis  was  born  Jan.  15,  1814,  in  Meriden, 
son  of  Elisha  Curtis,  and  was  a  descendant  of  John 
Curtis,  who  came  from  England  and  was  one  among 
the  first  settlers  at  Stratford,  Conn.,  in  1639. 
Thomas  Curtis,  a  son  of  John,  was  one  of  the 
original  settlers  in  Wallingford,  Conn.,  in  1670. 

Lemuel  J.  Curtis  when  sixteen  years  of  age  be- 
gan to  earn  his  own  living  by  learning  the  britannia 
business  from  Ira  Yale,  of  Wallingford,  and  he  was 
so  successful  that  he  finally  bought  Mr.  Yale  out. 
Before  he  was  twenty-five  he  went  west  with  the 
late  Isaac  C.  Lewis,  intending  to  go  into  business 
there,  but  gave  up  the  idea  and  rertumed  to  Meri- 
den, beginning  the  making  of  britannia  ware.  He 
was  associated  at  various  times  with  Edwin  Curtis, 
W.  W.  Lyman  and  others.  He  was  one  of  the 
heavy  stockholders  of  the  Meriden  Britannia  Co., 
and  always  took  a  particular  interest  in  that  concern. 
He  was  president  of  the  ?kliller  Brothers'  Co.,  and 
either  a  director  or  stockholder  in  about  every  in- 
corporated concern  in  Meriden.  He  amassed  a  for- 
tune of  probably  a  million  dollars,  acquired  by  un- 
tiring industry,  careful  investments  and  economical 
though  not  parsimonious  living. 

Mr.  Curtis  was  senior  warden  of  St.  Andrew's 
Episcopal  Church  of  IMeriden  and  one  of  its  stanch- 
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est  supporters.  He  was  the  founder  of  the  Curtis 
Home  for  Aged  and  Indigent  Women,  and  that 
most  worthy  establishment  will  stand  as  a  fitting 
monument  to  Mr.  Curtis'  strong  Christian  character. 
He  was  deeply  interested  in  the  Home,  personally 
looking  after  many  details  of  the  management.  Be- 
sides the  building,  which  cost  $50,000,  he  endowed 
the  institution  with  about  $750,000,  and  this  gift  of 
three-quarters  of  a  million  showed  the  sincerity 
of  his  desire  to  do  something  for  the  benefit  of  Meri- 
den  and  the  honor  of  the  church  to  which  he  was  so 
devoted.  He  was  thoroughly  reliable  as  a  man  and 
citizen  in  every  way,  and  his  acts  of  charity  were 
none  the  less  because  not  heralded.  He  was  a  true 
friend  and  an  upright  man  in  all  respects,  and  his 
death  was  a  great  loss  to  the  city,  which  he  helped 
materially  to  build  up. 

On  Dec.  24,  1835,  Mr.  Curtis  was  married  to 
Bedotha  P.  Button,  and  to  them  were  born  two  chil- 
dren. 

Mr.  Curtis'  pastor,  the  Rev.  A.  T.  Randall,  thus 
wrote  of  his  life:  "In  the  midst  of  a  sore  affliction, 
which  weighs  heavily  upon  me  in  a  personal  as  well 
as  an  official  capacity,  I  have  been  asked  by  the 
editor  of  the  Journal  to  write  a  few  words  concern- 
ing Mr.  Lemuel  J.  Curtis,  who  last  evening  was  so 
suddenly  called  to  his  rest  in  Paradise.  As  a  citizen 
of  unimpeachable  integrity  and  uprightness  he  stood 
in  the  highest  rank.  Few  men  in  all  the  relations 
of  life  were  so  alive  to  the  dictates  of  conscience. 
Advantage,  policy,  gain  and  affection  were  unhesi- 
tatingly set  aside  at  the  bidding  of  conscience,  and 
no  sacrifice  was  deemed  too  great  when  demanded 
by  this  guiding  power  of  his  life.  He  has  thus  been 
a  model  of  integrity  to  all  with  whom  he  has  been 
thrown  in  contact,  and  especially  to  those  with  whom 
he  had  business  relations.  A  man  who  had  known 
Mr.  Curtis  intimately  for  nearly  forty  years  once 
said  in  my  hearing,  'Whatever  Lemuel  J.  Curtis  at- 
tempts to  accomplish,  his  first  thought  is  to  do 
right.' 

"Such  a  characteristic  cannot  in  these  days  be 
too  highly  eulogized.  But  it  is  especially  my  duty 
and  pleasure  to  speak  well  of  Air.  Curtis  as  a  relig- 
ious man.  For  forty-five  years  he  has  been  a  faith- 
ful and  regular  communicant  at  St.  .Andrew's 
Church,  and  for  more  than  half  this  long  period  he 
has  been  honored  with  the  office  of  warden  of  the 
parish.  It  was  only  during  the  last  year  of  his  life, 
when  he  felt  his  infirmities  growing  upon  him,  that 
inclement  weather  could  keep  him  from  his  accus- 
tomed seat  in  the  House  of  God.  He  was  always 
alive  to  every  need  of  the  church  he  so  loved. 
Whenever  he  realized  that  the  need  was  pressing, 
when  there  was  a  special  offering  at  the  church  for 
religious  or  charitable  purposes,  and  he  through  ne- 
cessity was  absent,  it  was  his  invariable  custom  to 
forward  his  offering  to  the  writer  within  the  ne.xt 
twenty-four  hours.  Such  a  habit  is  only  formed 
under  the  conviction  that  a  stated  portion  of  a  man's 
'  wealth  must  be  given  back  to  God,  and  this  convic- 


tion was  the  source  of  a  generosity  too  modest  and 
unassuming  to  be  fully  appreciated. 

"Besides  founding  the  only  charitable  institution 
of  which  Aleriden  can  boast,  Mr.  Curtis  was  not  un- 
mindful of  the  smaller  charities,  and  on  his  last 
Christmas  eve  he  left  many  a  substantial  gift  at  the 
doors  of  those  who  were  in  affliction  and  distress. 

"He  was  an  exceptional  example  of  that  charac- 
ter which  is  animated  by  the  spirit  of  a  pure  and 
undffiled  religion  before  God  and  the  Father,  and 
whose  habit  it  is  to  visit  the  fatherless  and  widows 
in  their  affliction,  and  keep  himself  unspotted  from 
the  world." 

JAMES  WARD  BEECHER  PORTER,  now 
living  retired,  is  looked  upon  as  one  of  the  most 
worthy  citizens  of  Watcrbury,  of  which  city  he  is  a 
native,  having  been  born  there  June  12,  1853. 

James  Porter,  father  of  our  subject,  was  born 
in  Waterbury  March  26,  1818,  a  son  of  Elias  Por- 
ter, also  of  Waterbury  nativity.  James  Porter  has 
been  a  lifelong  resident  of  the  city,  where  for  years 
he  was  a  "caster"  in  several  of  the  brass  rolling 
mills,  but  he  is  now  living  retired.  He  married 
Sophia  Beecher,  who  also  is  yet  living,  and  five  chil- 
dren were  born  to  them :  Emily  is  the  wife  of  James 
Elliott,  of  Elmira,  N.  Y. ;  Sarah  lives  in  Waterbury; 
our  subject  comes  next  in  the  order  of  birch ;  Fannie 
and  Mary   (twins)   are  unmarried. 

James  Ward  Beecher  Porter  received  his  educa- 
tion at  the  common  schools  and  high  school  of 
Waterbury,  and  at  the  age  of  fifteen  years  entered 
the  hook  and  eye  shops  in  order  to  learn  the  brass- 
molding  trade.  With  the  then  proprietors  he 
worked  about  one  and  one-half  years,  or  until  the 
shops  were  purchased  by  Barnard,  Son  &  Co.,  and 
he  continued  with  the  new  firm  several  months.  He 
then  went  to  the  Scovill  Manufacturing  Co.,  and 
was  in  their  employ  from  1871  to  1898,  a  period  of 
twenty-seven  years,  for  a  long  time  having  the  en- 
tire contract  of  the  casting  department.  He  is  now 
living  retired,  having  by  honest  labor  and  persever- 
ance amassed  a  comfortable  competence. 

On  Jan.  18,  1876,  Mr.  Porter  married  Elizabeth 
Collins,  who  was  born  in  Cambridge,  .Mass.,  daugh- 
ter of  John  Collins,  also  of  Massachusetts  birth,  and 
six  children  have  been  born  to  them,  as  follows : 
John  B.,  Oct.  28,  1876:  Fannie  E.,  July  9,  1878: 
Nellie  F.,  ?klarch  25,  1880:  James  W.,  June  16, 
1881 ;  Bessie  S..  .\ug.  11,  1882  (died  in  infancy): 
Harry  C,  March  13,  1885.  The  family  attend  the 
services  of  Trinity  Episcopal  church.  Mr.  Porter  is 
a  Republican  in  politics.  He  is  very  prominent  in 
fraternal  circles  as  a  member  of  several  secret  soci- 
eties, and  his  Masonic  record  is  as  follows :  En- 
tered -Apprentice,  .\pril  21,  A.  D.  1892,  \.  L.  5892: 
passed  to  the  degree  of  Fellow  Craft,  .\pril  28,  A. 
D.  1892,  A.  L.  5892;  raised  to  the  Sublime  Degree 
of  a  Master  Mason,  June  2,  A.  D.  1892,  A.  L.  5892 ; 
installed  Worshipful  Master,  Dec.  6,  1894;  Har- 
mony Lodge,  No.  42,  F.  &  A.  M.,  Waterbury,  Conn. 
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Received  the  Degree  of  Mark  Master,  Sept.  28, 
i8;)J;  Past  Master,  Oct.  12,  1892;  M.  E.  .Master, 
Nov. '9.  1892;  Royal  Arch  ^[ason.  Xov.  23,  1892; 
iuireka'  Chapter,  No.  22,  R.  A.  M..  Waterbury.  Ad- 
mitted to  the  Rewards  and  Honors  of  a  Royal  Mas- 
ter. Jan.  19,  1893;  Select  Master.  Jan.  19,  1893;  Su- 
f>cr  E.  Master,  March  15.  1S93 :  Waterbury  Council, 
No.  21,  R.  &  S.  ^I., Waterbury.  ^^'as  constituted  and 
created  a  member  of  The  Illustrious  Carder  of  the 
Red  Cross,  Sept.  5,  .\.  D.  1894:  constituted,  created 
and  dul)bcd  a  Kni_2;ht  Temi^lar.  Oct.  3.  A.  D.  1894; 
and  finally  constituted  a  Knight  of  .Malta,  Xov.  7, 
A.  D.  1894:  installed  Eminent  Commander,  Feb.  i. 
1899;  Clark  Commandery,  Xo.  7,  K.  T.,  Waterbury. 
C(.nstituted  Noble  of  the  Mystic  Shrine  in  Pyramid 
Temple  of  Bridgeport,  X^ov.  26.  1894.  Received  the 
degrees  of  tlie  Lodge  of  Perfection,  from  the  4th- 
14th  inclusive,  in  E.  G.  Storer  Lodge  of  Perfection, 
Ancient  and  Accepted  Scottish  Rite.  January,  1895. 
New  Haven,  Conn.;  received  the  degrees  15th  and 
i6th,  in  Elm  City  Council.  Princes  of  Jerusalem, 
Feb.  14,  1895,  Xew  Haven ;  received  the  degrees, 
17th  and  i8th,  in  Xew  Haven  Chapter,  Rose  Croix. 
Veh.  14,  1895,  Xew  Haven  :  dimitted  from  the  above 
Scottish  Rite  bodies  to  become  a  charter  member  of 
Tlie  l>3ric  Lodge  of  Perfection  :  the  Ionic  Council, 
Princes  of  Jerusalem  (Past  M.  E.  Sov.  P.  Gr.  Mas- 
ter); and  Corinthian  Chapter,  Rose  Croix,  all  in 
Waterbury.  Received  the  degrees,  I9th-32d,  in- 
chusive,  April  26,  1895,  '1  Lafayette  Consistory,  S. 
P.  R.  S.,  of  Bridgeport,  Conn.  Mr.  Porter  is  also 
a  member  of  Xosahogan  Lodge,  Xo.  21,  I.  O.  O.  F. ; 
Speedwell  Lodge,  Xo.  10,  K.  of  P. ;  Tunxis  Tribe, 
No.  10,  I.  O.  R.  AI. ;  and  of  the  Connecticut  Society 
of  the  Sons  of  the  American  Revolution,  which  lat- 
ter he  joined  Feb.  8,  1897. 

ROBERT  ROBSOX  WOOD,  who  passed  from 
earth  Aug.  20,  1890,  was  for  many  years  a  resident 
of  Ansonia,  and  by  his  excellent  qualities  of  char- 
acter won  in  a  high  degree  the  esteem  and  respect 
of  his  fellow  citizens.  His  life,  which  extended  be- 
yond the  allotted  limit  of  man's  years,  was  free  from 
ambitious  strivings  for  public  notice,  yet  in  its  quiet 
usefulness  it  made  an  impression  upon  the  commun- 
ity which  will  remain  as  an  inspiration  toward  right 
doing  among  all  who  knew  him. 

Mr.  Wood  was  born  April  4,  1816,  in  Littl.;- 
boro,  Lancashire,  England,  son  of  James  and  Isa- 
bella Wood.  James  Wood  was  for  some  years  su- 
perintendent of  a  cloth  factory  at  Littlelx)ro,  and 
came  to  .America  in  1828.  to  take  a  similar  position 
in  a  mill  at  Amesbury,  Mass..  where  he  died  in 
1832.  His  wife  died  July  7,  1822.  This  worthy 
couple  had  three  sons  and  one  daughter :  the  last 
named,  Mrs.  Joshua  Miriam,  of  Ashburnham, 
Mass.,  was  the  last  surviving  member  of  the  fam- 
ily, and  died  in  March.  1883.  Of  the  sons,  Lineus, 
wlio  died  in  1863  in  Xew  Bedford,  Mass..  was  a 
prominent  Mason,  holding  the  rank  of  Sir  Knight. 
Pliny,  formerlv  a  Methodist  minister  of  Cam- 
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bridge,  Mass.,  and  at  one  time  chaplain  of  the 
State  Senate,  died  in  1876  in  Munich,  having  been 
sent  to  the  Vienna  Exposition  by  his  State. 

.\s  a  boy  our  subject  became  thoroughly  famil- 
iar with   all   branches  of  the   cloth  manufacturer's 
art,  and  before  leavin.g  England  was  engaged  as  a 
flannel  finisher  for'  the  Amesbury  Mills.     On  May 
12,  1828,  he  arrived  in  this  country,  landing  in  Bos- 
ton, and  although  a  mere  boy  he  proved  so  compe- 
tent in  his  work  that  he  was  appointed  in  1832  to 
act  as  superintendent  of  the  mills  during  the  remain- 
der of  the  year  of  his  father's  decease.   Later  he  was 
employed  in  .A.ndover,  Lowell  and  Taunton,  and  on 
April  I,  1839.  he  removed  to  Derby.  Conn.,  having 
been  engaged  by  Plumb  &  Beach,  cloth  manufactur- 
ers, whose  mill  was  located  opposite  the  old  Somers 
building,  in   Main  street.  Birmingham.     The  writ- 
ten contract,  which  was  for  the  term  of  two  years, 
is  now  in  the  possession  of  the  family.     For  seven- 
teen years  he  remained  in  that  locality,  and  at  one 
time  he  was  connected  with  the  wire  drawing  busi- 
ness conducted  by  the  Howe  Pin  Co..  at  Birming- 
ham.     In    1848   he   went   to   .Ansonia   with   D.    W. 
Plumb,  and   in    1855   he  became  superintendent   of 
the  mills  of  Wallace  &  Sons,  then  newly  organized. 
During  the  thirty-three  years  which  he  spent  with 
them   he   had   the    satisfaction    of   seeing   constant 
growth  and  development  in  the  business,  in  which- 
his  advice  and  masterly  management  were  of  rec- 
ognized value.     It  was  during  the  memorable  bliz- 
zard week  of  March.   1888.  that  he  first  found  his 
health  impaired,  and  from  that  time  he  took  no  act- 
ive part  in  business  affairs.     -\n  attack  of  th.e  grip- 
in  the  following  winter  left  him  very  feeble,  and  i 
brief  illness  in  August  terminated  his  life.  .  .\fter  a 
last  visit  to  the  mill  he  remained  at  home,  r-alizing 
that  the  end  was  near,  and  some  of  his  brethren  of 
the  I.  O.  O.  F.  were,  at  his  request,  constantly  at 
his  bedside  during  his  last  days. 

In  politics  Mr.  Wood  was  a  Republican,  and  al- 
though he  never  sought  public  office  his  keen  inter- 
est in  local  affairs  was  shown  in  manv  wavs.  To 
all  progressive  movements  he  gave  liberally,  ac- 
cording to  his  judgment,  and  for  manv  years  he  at- 
tended the  Episcopal  Church  at  .Ansonia.  Public 
affairs  had  not  for  him  an  absorbing  interest,  how- 
ever, coming  second  to  the  cares  of  his  business 
and  the  welfare  of  the  workingmen  under  his  con- 
trol, over  600  in  number  during  the  last  years  of 
his  stav.  His  manner  was  kind,  and  his  cheery 
"Good  morning,  young  man."  was  like  a  ray  of 
simshine.  In  1877.  in  his  sixtv-first  vear.  he  and 
his  wife  went  to  Europe,  visiting  all  the  cities  of 
note,  and  making  a  pleasant  stay  at  his  birthplace, 
where  among  other  old  acriuaintances  he  found  the 
man  who  had  taken  his  father's  old  position  in  the 
mills  half  a  century  before. 

On  June  20.  1847.  ^f^.  Wood  was  married  in 
Birmingham  to  .Miss  Elizabeth  Wallace,  a  native  of 
Manchester.  Englanrl,  and  a  daughter  of  the  late 
Thomas  Wallace.     She  passed  away  Feb.  19.  1900,. 
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at  the  age  of  seventy-seven,  while  residing  with  her 
son,  Thomas  J.  Wood,  in  the  home  huilt  hy  our  sub- 
ject. Of  two  other  sons,  John  \V.  died  in  Ansonia 
in  1898,  aged  forty-three  years ;  and  W.  R.  died  a 
number  of  years  ago. 

Mr.  Wood's  funeral  was  largely  attended,  his 
great  popularity  bringing  crowds  of  people  to 
watch  the  solemn  procession  through  Alain  street, 
from  his  residence  on  North  Cliff  street.  Wallace 
&  Sons  had  ordered  their  mills  closed  for  the  entire 
day  in  memory  of  his  long  and  faithful  services. 
The  workmen,  many  of  whom  had  known  him  for  a 
score  of  years,  assembled  at  the  Episcopal  Church 
to  pay  their  last  tribute  of  respect  to  one  who  had 
always  been  their  friend  and  benefactor,  and  there 
was  many  a  moist  eye  among  them  as  the  hearse 
bore  the  remains  to  their  last  resting-place.  Xau- 
gatuck  Lodge,  No.  53,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  marched  in  a 
body  in  the  procession,  accompanied  by  the  grand 
officers  of  the  State  and  ten  members  of  the  Veteran 
Odd  Fellows  Association,  of  which  INIr.  Wood  was 
vice-president ;  among  the  floral  tributes  was  a  cross 
four  feet  in  height  given  by  the  Veterans  Associa- 
tion. The  pall-bearers  were  chosen  from  Nauga- 
tuck  Lodge  and  Ousatonic  Lodge,  of  Birmingham. 
Rev.  Mr.  Woodcock,  rector  of  the  Episcopal 
Cliurch,  read  prayers  at  the  house  and  the  funeral 
:services  at  the  church,  and  the  procession  then  went  : 
io  Birmingham,  where  the  remains  were  interred.  [ 
At  the  grave  the  ritual  of  the  L  O.  O.  F.  was  read  j 
'by  John  Naukervis,  N.  G.  of  Naugatuck  Lodge,  as-  j 
sisted  by  G.  E.  Church,  Chaplain,  and  Grand  Mas-  | 
ter  F.  S.  Hunt  made  a  short  address  in  which  he 
'eulogized  the  deceased,  telling  of  his  work  in  the 
society  and  his  standing  as  a  citizen.  In  this  con- 
nection it  is  appropriate  to  review  Mr.  Wood's  long 
service  in  the  L  O.  O.  F.,  as  he  was  one  of  the  old-  j 
est  and  most  prominent  members  of  the  Order  in  | 
this  State.  For  nearly  half  a  century  he  had  been  j 
an  earnest  worker  in  the  society,  and  was  looked  up 
to  as  the  pillar  around  which  they  grew,  and  at  the 
yearly  meeting. of  the  Veterans'  Association  he  was 
always  present.  At  the  time  of  his  residence  in 
Derby  he  was  the  oldest  Odd  Fellow  there,  and  he 
was  instrumental  in  founding  Ousatonic  Lodge, 
No.  6,  of  Birmingham,  of  which  he  remained  a 
member  until  the  organization  of  Naugatuck  lodge, 
of  Ansonia,  in  1849.  In  1841  there  were  five  lodges 
in  Connecticut,  and  Mr.  W^ood,  in  order  to  re-or- 
ganize the  local  lodge,  became  a  member  of  Ouin- 
nipiac  Lodge,  New  Haven.  The  curiosity  caused 
by  the  local  establishment  was  so  great  that  the 
trunk  containing  the  paraphernalia  had  to  be  hid- 
den in  the  cellar  over  night.  Air.  Wood  successively 
passed  all  the  chairs,  and  became  past  noble  grand. 
He  was  a  conservative  Odd  Fellow,  and  proved  a 
capable  and  efficient  officer,  discharging  the  duties 
'  devolving  upon  him  with  care  and  skill,  and  ruling 
with  a  tact  that  avoided  all  signs  of  unjust  discrim- 
ination. 

Thom.\s  j.  Wood,  the  only  surviving  son  of  our 


subject,  was  born  June  8,  1848,  in  Ansonia,  soon 
after  the  place  was  given  its  name.  His  education 
was  secured  in  the  common  schools  of  the  Jity  and 
at  Cheshire  Academy,  and  at  the  age  of  sixteen  he 
entered  Wallace  &  Sons  mills,  and  gained  a  practi- 
cal knowledge  of  the  business  under  his  father's 
direction.  He  was  pipmoted  at  the  latter's  death  to 
the  position  of  superintendent,  which  he  has  since 
held — although  the  firm  of  Wallace  &  Sons  has 
been  superseded  by  the  Coe  Brass  Mfg.  Co. — mak- 
ing about  thirty-five  years  of  continuous  service 
with  the  establishment.  He  is  a  stanch  Repiibiicav; 
and  is  prominent  in  municipal  affairs,  having  been 
a  member  of  the  board  of  burgesses  and  alderman 
from  the  First  ward  during  the  first  two  years  of 
city  government.  During  his  term  he  served  as 
chairman  of  the  Police  committee  and  the  commit- 
tee on  Claims,  and  his  work  was  characterized  by 
ability  and  rare  fidelity.  He  has  also  been  active  in 
military  aft'airs.  serving  five  years  as  a  member  of 
Company  H,  2d  C.  N.  G.,  in  which  he  was  promoted 
first  to  the  post  of  orderly  sergeant  and  then  to  tiiat 
of  second  lieutenant,  with  which  rank  he  was  dis- 
charged. He  is  a  charter  member  ol  the  local 
Board  of  Trade,  and  of  the  Eagle  Hook  and  Lad- 
der Company  of  Ansonia,  of  which  he  was  foreman 
and  treasurer  for  some  years.  Mr.  Wood  attends 
the  Episcopal  Church,  and  socially  is  identified  with 
various  organizations,  including  the  F.  &  A.  M., 
George  Washington  Lodge,  No.  83 ;  the  Ansonia 
Club,  of  which  he  is  a  charter  member;  and  the  I. 
O.  O.  F..  Naugatuck  Lodge. 

In  March,  1869,  Air.  Wood  was  married  to 
Aliss  Marie  C.  Clemens,  daughter  of  A.  B.  and 
Catherine  (Girard)  Clemens,  the  former  a  prom- 
inent retired  citizen  of  Ansonia,  and  a  well-known 
expert  in  machinery,  for  many  years  the  superin- 
tendent of  the  Farrell  Foundry.  Mrs.  Wood  is  a 
member  of  the  D.  A.  R.,  being  of  Revolutionary  de- 
scent through  her  mother,  wdio  was  a  Girard.  The 
only  son  of  this  union,  Robert  A.  Wood,  learned 
the  brass  business  with  his  father,  and  is  now  fore- 
man of  several  departments  with  the  Afanhattan 
Brass  Co.,  of  New  York,  where  he  resides.  He 
married  Aliss  Eva  A'l.  Perkins,  of  Ansonia,  and 
they  have  two  children :  Robert  Thomas,  born 
Nov.  14,  1899;  and  Ethel  Alay,  born  Alay  10,  1901. 

GIDEON  LUCIAN  PL  ATT,  AI.  D.,  late  of 
Waterbury,  where  for  fifty-three  years  he  was  act- 
ivelv  engaged  in  the  practice  of  medicine,  was  one 
of  the  citv's  useful  and  prominent  citizens.  He  de- 
scended from  an  ancestry  among  the  oldest  and 
most  prominent  of  Connecticut. 

Richard  Piatt,  the  progenitor  of  many  of  the 
Platts  of  New  England,  came  to  this  countrv  in 
1638.  landing  at  New  Haven.  He  was  enrolled 
among  the  first  settlers  of  Alilford,  Nov.  20,  1639, 
having  four  in  family.  In  August,  1889,  at  the  in- 
teresting and  noteworthy  commemoration  of  the 
settlement  of  Alilford  two  hundred  and  fifty  years 
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licfore,  the  name  of  Richard  Piatt  was  mentioned 
witli  honor,  and  amou":  the  coping  stones  of  the 
licnutiftil  memorial  bridge  erected  over  the  Wapa- 
waii"  to  perpetuate  the  memory  of  the  early  settlers 
was  one  placed  with  this  inscription : 

DEACON 

RICHARD    PLATT, 

OBIT   1684. 
MARY    HIS     WIFE. 

Dr.  Piatt  was  a  descendant  in  the  sixth  genera- 
tion from  Richard  Piatt,  of  Milford,  the  line  of  his 
descent  being  through  Lieut.  Joseph  Piatt  and  tb.rce 
consecutive  Gideon  Platts,  our  subject  being  fifth 
in  the  line  bearing  the  name  of  Gideon. 

Gideon  Piatt  (2),  son  of  Gideon  Piatt,  married 
March  17,  1783,  Hannah  Clark,  daughter  of  Joseph 
Clark,  all  of  Milford,  Conn.,  and  their  children  were 
Gideon,  Joseph  and  }»Ierrit. 

Gideon  Piatt  (3),  son  of  Gideon  (2),  and  the 
father  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  was  born  Dec. 
19,  1784,  and  married  Nov.  8,  1807,  Lydia  Sperry, 
daughter  of  Capt.  Jacob  Sperry.  They  became 
residents  of  Middlebury,  Conn.  Mr.  Piatt  was  a 
deacon,  as  was  his  father  before  him,  in  the  Congre- 
gational Church  of  Milford,  where  they  were  highly 
respected  and  esteemed  citizens. 

Dr.  Gideon  Lucian  Piatt,  son  of  Gideon  (3), 
was  born  July  20,  1813,  in  the  (what  is  now)  town 
of  Miildlebury,  Conn.,  and  in  addition  to  attending 
the  schools  of  the  town  he  was  a  pupil  in  the  cele- 
brated classical  school  of  Simeon  Hart,  of  Farm- 
ington.  Conn.  He  was  prepared  for  the  medical 
profession  under  the  direction  of  Dr.  Henry  Bron- 
son,  of  Waterbury,  and  under  Dr.  William  TuUy, 
then  of  New  Haven,  and  a  professor  in  the  Yale 
Medical  School,  where  young  Piatt  pursued  a  regu- 
lar course  of  study  and  received  the  degree  of  AI.  D. 
in  1838.  He  immediately  established  himself  in  pro- 
fessional work  at  Waterbury,  where  he  continued 
same  with  success  and  rare  usefulness  for  over  fifty 
years.  Soon  after  settling  in  Waterbury  he  became 
associated  in  the  practice  with  his  former  preceptor. 
Dr.  Bronson,  which  partnership  continued  until  Dr. 
Bronson's  removal  to  New  Haven,  in  1842.  In 
1849  Dr.  Piatt  bought  what  is  known  as  the  Apothe- 
caries' Hall  property,  of  Benedict  &  Coe.  and  along 
with  Dr.  Fish  opened  a  drug  store  which  since  1852 
has  borne  the  name  of  Apothecaries'  Hall.  At  one 
time  Dr.  Piatt  was  associated  with  Dr.  Philo  G. 
R'Kkwell.  In  1880  he  took  into  partnership  with 
jinn  the  late  Walter  Hamlin  Holmes,  who  afterward 
liecame  his  son-in-law,  a  partnership  which  lasted 
until  the  death  of  Dr.  Piatt.  Dr.  Piatt  accumulated 
consiflcrable  real  estate  in  Waterbury  that  later  be- 
came very  valuable.  He  was  president  of  the  Xew 
Haveu'County  Medical  Societv  in  1880  and  the  fol- 
lowing year  president  of  the  State  Medical  Society. 
He  wa^  an  active  member  of  the  First  Congrega- 
tional Church  of  Waterburv,  and  became  one '"of  the 
"icorporators  of  the  Second  Church  there. 


On  Dec.  18,  1844,  Dr.  Piatt  was  married  to 
Caroline  Tudor,  a  lineal  descendant  in  the  seventh 
generation  from  Elder  William  Brewster,  of  the 
Plymouth  Colony,  also  of  Owen  Tudor,  of  Windsor, 
Conn.,  and  of  Rev,  Samuel  and  son,  Dr.  Elihu  Tu- 
dor, the  eminent  surgeon,  who  was  one  of  the  found- 
ers of  the  Connecticut  Medical  Society.  To  this 
marriage  were  bom  four  children  :  ( i )  Dr.  Lucian 
Tudor,  born  in  1846,  received  the  degree  of  M,  D. 
from  the  University  of  Pennsylvania  in  1869,  On 
Sept.  15,  1871,  he  married  Rebecca  Hurlbut,  of 
Winsted,  Conn.,  and  has  one  daughter,  Aledora  H. 
(2)  Mcdora  Caroline  is  the  widow  of  Dr.  Walter 
H.  Holmes,  (3)  Dr.  Walter  Brewster,  born  Dec. 
20,  1853,  was  graduated  from  Harvard  Medical 
College,  and  received  the  degree  of  F.  R,  C.  S.  at 
the  Royal  College  of  Surgeons,  London,  England. 
On  Dec.  20,  1889.  he  married  Mary  Ferine,  daugh- 
ter of  E.  Glynn  Ferine,  of  Baltimore,  Md.,  and  has 
three  sons,  Washington,  Lucian  and  David,  ( 4) 
Charles  Easton  died  at  the  age  of  thirty-seven.  The 
mother  of  these  died  August  10,  1896.  Dr.  Gideon 
L.  Piatt  died  Nov.  11,  1889,  and  a  writer  in  the 
Waterbury  American,  who  knew  him  well,  said: 

Dr.  Piatt  early  in  his  professional  lite  attained  a 
high  reputation  both  as  a  physician  and  surgeon,  'out  it  was 
in  the  practice  of  his  profession  in  that  very  close  and 
peculiar  relation  of  a  family  physician,  and  which  especially 
exists  in  a  country  practice,  that  the  strong  points  of  his 
character  were  most  clearly  seen  and  his  highest  usefulness 
developed.  In  the  modern  style  of  city  medical  practice, 
where  each  organ  has  its  special  expert,  in  which  it  is  the 
organ  rather  than  the  man  of  which  the  case  and  condition 
are  considered,  that  peculiar  relation  of  the  familv  physician, 
whose  constant  watchfulness  continued  from  birth  to  death, 
and  included  usually  not  only  the  relation  of  physician  but 
that  of  confidant,  adviser  and  sympathetic  counselor  and 
friend,  is  almost  unknown.  It  may  be  that  modern  scientific  • 
pathology  has  rendered  unnecessary  that  intimate  knowledge 
of  heredity,  predisposition  and  environment  on  which  the 
success  of  the  old-line  physician  was  based,  but  whatever 
it  may  do  for  the  physical  man,  it  can  never  be  to  the 
spiritual,  to  the  moral,  to  the  intellectual  nature — in  short 
to  the  man  himself — what  the  close  and  intimate  relation  of 
the  family  physician  made  him.  This  was  pre-eminently 
the  style  of  Dr.  Piatt's  practice.  He  knew  his  patients, 
their  lives,  circumstances  and  surroundings,  their  parentage 
and  history,  their  constitutional  predispositions  and  heredi- 
tary tendencies,  all  these  consciously  or  unconsciously  went 
to  make  up  his  diagnosis  of  a  case  and  to  indicate  to  his 
mind  the  treatment  it  demanded.  His  patience  was  un- 
wearied. Cairn  and  equable  by  temperament,  he  was  still 
more  so  by  long  training  and  culture,  and  by  a  noble  self- 
command  that  never  deserted  him.  He  brought  into  the 
sick  room  an  invigorating  presence,  a  sense  of  rest,  peace 
and  comfort.  One  of  his  patients  says  of  him,  "I  felt,  as  a 
child,  -when  sick,  that  as  soon  as  I  saw  Dr.  Piatt  I  should 
be  better.  I  can  feel  now  his  cool  hand,  with  a  touch  that 
always  •^eemed  to  bring  relief." 

In  figure  he  was  tall,  erect,  striking  and  dignified, 
but  in  measure  so  kindly  sympathetic  that  he  won  his  way 
atonce  to  the  confidence  of  his  patients.  He  was  not  sat- 
isfied with  the  diagnosis  of  the  case  and  a  prescription  of 
remedies,  but  he  took  into  account  all  the  merits  of  nursing 
and  the  limitations  of  the  situation,  and,  with  much  in- 
genuity and  no  chemical  skill,  he  would  improvise  means 
from  surrounding  material,  and  buy  comfort  and  con- 
venience out  of  circumstances  that  were  often  unfavorable, 
Wliile  he  kept  up  well  with  the  progress  of  the  profession. 
he  still  retained  a  knowledge  and  liking  for  many  of  those 
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domestic  remedies  which  were  dear  to  the  hearts  of  past 
generations.  His  knowledge  of  Medical  Botany  was  much 
beyond  what  is  considered  necessary  for  the  modern  practi- 
tioner. To  relieve,  and  so  far  as  possible,  to  prevent  liunian 
suffering,  was  his  brief  summing  up  of  the  phvsician's  call- 
ing, and  he  justly  regarded  it  as  a  public  one,  requiring  all 
a  man's  devotion,  and  m  which  success  brouglit  its  own 
abundant  reward  .in  the  consciousness  of  well  doing.  His 
moral  standard  was  a  very  high  one,  but  he  was  broad  in 
his  sympathies  and  not  severe  in  liis  judgment  of  others. 
His  religious  faith  was  well  formed,  calm  and  serene,  and 
shone  forth  as  a  ruling  power  of  his  life.  His  work 
afforded  a  clear  and  steady  delineation  of  the  character 
and  purpose  of  a  line  of  men  like  himself  of  Puritan  life 
and  lineage.  It  may  be  said,  without  the  slightest  dis- 
paragement to  present  or  future  practitioners  of  the  art  of 
healing,  that  this  honored  and  beloved  physician  was  the 
last  example  of  the  departing  line  tliat  Waterbury  will 
know,  for  the  time  that  made  such  a  man  and  such  a  life 
possible  has  gone  forever.  Probably  since  the  death  of 
Rev.  Dr.  Clark  no  man  in  this  community  has  passed  away 
whose  loss  will  be  keenly  felt  as  a  personal  grief  in  so 
many  hearts  and  homes  as  that  of  Dr.  Piatt. 

JUDD.  For  upward  of  two  hundred  and  sixty 
years  the  Judds  have  been  known  to  Xew  England 
— i.  e.,  since  the  arrival  at  Cambridge,  Alass.,  in 
1634,  of  Thomas  Judd,  the  emigrant  ancestor  of 
the  New  Britain  and  Wallingford  branch  of  the 
family,  of  which  it  is  the  purpose  of  this  article  to 
treat.  For  two  hundred  or  more  years  the  posterity 
of  Deacon  Anthony  Judd  have  figured  in  the  his- 
tory of  Xew  Britain,  where  through  the  first  half 
of  the  last  century  John  Judd,  and  his  sons  and  his 
grandsons,  in  turn,  have  been  prominent  in  mechani- 
cal and  manufacturing  lines;  and  the  son  Morton, 
and  his  sons,  through  the  latter  half  of  the  century, 
in  New  Haven  and  Wallingford,  respectively.  No- 
table among  the  Judds  thus  engaged  at  these  sev- 
eral points  have  been  John,  the  blacksmith ;  his 
sons,  Morton  and  Oliver  S.,  and  Morton's  sons, 
Hubert  L.,  All^ert  D.  and  Edward  M.  Of  these, 
Hubert  L.  Judd  was  for  one  and  a  half  decades 
president  of  the  extensive  manufacturing  plant  of 
H.  L.  Judd  &  Co.,  at  Wallingford,  where  until  his 
death,  on  Dec.  11,  1899,  he  was  one  of  the  promi- 
nent citizens  and  leading  business  men.  President 
Judd  was  a  descendant  in  the  sixth  generation 
from  Deacon  Anthony  Judd,  who  was  descended 
from  Thomas  Judd,  the  emigrant  ancestor,  of 
Farmington,  Conn.  Anthony  Judd  married  Su- 
sannah Woodford,  and  became  the  first  deacon  in 
the  Great  Swamp  Church.  The  line  of  descent  of 
President  Judd  is  through  John,  John  (2),  John 
(3)  and  Morton  Judd. 

(II)  John  Judd,  son  of  Deacon  Anthony,  bom 
in  1718,  married  Mary  Burnham,  daughter  of  Rev. 
William  Burnham,  fist  pastor  of  the  Great  Swamp 
Church.  ^Ir.  Judd  was  one  of  the  first  settlers  of 
the  central  part  of  the  town  of  New  Britain,  having 
his  home  and  farm  on  the  north  side  of  West  Alain 
street.  Fie  was  a  lieutenant  in  the- local  militia,  and 
also  held  some  civil  offices.  He  was  a  member  of 
the  Ecclesiastical  Society  in  l^armington  in  1752, 
and  was  there  mentioned  by  Dr.-  Smiley  as   from 


the  church  in  Kensington.     Flis  death  occurred  Oct. 
16,  1781. 

{ili)  John  Judd  (2),  son  of  John,  born  in  1746, 
married,  in  1769,  Lydia  Mather,  and  resided  on 
West  Main  street,  in  New  Britain,  west  of  his 
father.     He  died  Jan.  6,   1796. 

(  I\')  John  Jucld  (3),  son  of  John  (2),  was  born 
May  8,  1772,  and  married  in  1792  L'rsula  Stanley. 
He  resided  on  West  Alain  street,  New  Britain,  on 
the   site   where   his   sou   Morton   later   built.      Mr. 
Judd   was    a    blacksmith     by    occupation,     having 
learned  the  trade  with  his  uncle,  James  North.     His 
shop  was  opposite  his  house,  and  on  the  site  where 
'  his  sons  afterward  engaged  in  the  manufacturing 
business.     Air.  Judd  died  July  18,  1822.     His  chil- 
dren were:     Nancy,  born  Sept.   17,   1793,  married 
in   1813  Austin  Woodfoi"d,  and  died   in   Verinont ; 
:  Aurora  was  born  Alarch  20,   1795;  John  B.,  born 
I  March   25,    1796,    married    in    1822    Betsey    Hart; 
'  Polly,    born     Sept.     14,     1797,    married    in     1S16 
Pliny     Slater;     Alarilla,      born      Alay      7,     1799, 
married     in     1820     Rollin     Dickinson,     and     (sec- 
ond)     in      1852      Gilman       Hinsdale;       Alinerva, 
born     in      1801,     died      in       infancy;       Alarintla, 
'  born   in    1802,   died   young;    Harry,   born    Nov.    2, 
1804,  married  in  1828  Julia  A.  Lewis;  Anna,  born 
Nov.  4,  1807,  married  in  1826  Lawrence  Richards, 
and   (second)    in    1840  Gilman   Hinsdale;   Alorton, 
born  Nov.  5,   1808,  married  in   1828  Lucina  Dun- 
ham, and   (second)   in  1855  Ji-ilia  A.  Blinn ;  Lydia 
was  born  Feb.  9,   1810;  Oliver  S..  born   Nov.  30, 
i  1816,  married  in  1838  Emily  A.  Lewis,  and   (sec- 
ond)   in   i860  Eveline  Atkins. 

(V)  Deacon  Alorton  Judd,  son  of  John  (3),  and 
the  father  of  the  late  President  Hubert  L.  Judd,  of 
Wallingford,  was  born  Nov.  5,  1808,  in  New  Brit- 
ain, where  he  attended  the  neighborhood  school 
until  his  thirteenth  year.  His  boyhood  was  accom- 
panied with  no  special  advantages.  It  was  a  time 
when  the  originators  of  the  industrial  prosperity  of 
New  Britain  were  struggling  to  lay  the  foundation 
of  its  greatness,  and  young  Judd  felt  the  influence 
of  the  life  about  him,  and  at  thirteen  years  of  age 
went  into  a  brass  foundry  to  learn  the  trade  of  cast- 
ing brass.  Later,  after  working  for  i  iinc  in  South- 
ington,  and  in  the  shops  of  Seth  J.  North  and  Ira 
Stanley,  in  New  Britain,  he  engaged  in  business  for 
himself  on  West  Alain  street,  adjoining  his  father's 
shop  on  the  east.  In  about  1833  he  went  into  part- 
nership with  his  brother  Oliver  S.  Judd,  the  style 
of  the  firm  being  AI.  &  O.  S.  Judd.  They  soon 
afterward  established  their  business  at  another 
point  in  the  town,  and  the  product  of  their  shops 
was  plated  harness  hames.  In  1846  this  part  of 
their  business  was  sold  to  Henry  North,  and  they 
commenced  the  manufacture  of  other  goods.  By 
1847  Alorton  Judd  had  succeeded  in  gaining  a  firm 
foothold  in  the  manufacturing  world.  He  invented 
a  sash  fastener  (the  first  ever  made  in  .America), 
patented  Sept.  4,  1S47,  which,  together  with  window 
springs,  etc.,  the  brothers  manufactured  extensively. 
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Ill  1853  Albert  D.  Jiidd  became  a  partner  under 
the  firm  name  of  M.  Judd  &  Co.  They  continued  to 
ilo  business  until  1863,  when  Albert  D.  Judd  pur- 
chased the  establishment  from  his  father  and  uncle. 
(  )liver  S.  However,  he  conducted  the  same  but 
a  few  weeks,  when  he  resold  it  to  his  uncle,  Oliver 
S.  ludd,  of  late  years  the  manufacturer  of  builders' 
and  saddlers'  hardware  in  the  old  original  factory  on 
West  Main  street,  Xew  Britain. 

In  1864  Morton  Judd's  sons,  Hubert  L.,  Albert 
D.  and  Edward  M.,  entered  into  partnership  in 
New  Haven  for  the  manufacture  of  upholstery 
liardware.  Two  years  later  Morton  Judd  moved 
to  New  Haven  and  entered  into  partnership  with 
his  son  Albert  D.,  for  the  manufacture  of  builders' 
hardware,  and  out  of  this  investment  grew  the  Judd 
Manufacturing  Co.  Albert  D.  Judd  became  presi- 
dent, and  the  business  of  the  company  was  greatly 
enlarged.  It  was  continued  in  New  Haven  until 
1877,  and  then  removed  to  Wallingford,  where  the 
company  erected  a  large  plant  on  the  west  side  of 
the  railroad,  and  began  the  manufacture,  on  a  large 
scale,  of  stationers'  and  druggists'  hardware.  The 
jirincipal  stockholders  were  r^iorton  Judd  and  his 
sons,  Albert  D.,  Hubert  L.  and  Edward  AI..  Hubert 
L.  acting  as  the  company's  agent  for  the  sale  of 
their  goods  in  New  York.  In  1S86  H.  L.  Judd  & 
Co.,  who  had  been  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of 
upholsterers'  hardware  in  Brooklyn,  bought  out 
the  business  and  plant  of  the  Judd  ^tlanufacturing 
Co.  in  Wallingford.  In  1S87  they  moved  a  part  of 
their  Brooklyn  plant  to  the  Wallingford  factories, 
and  the  remainder  in  1897.  In  1890  a  large  build- 
ing was  added  to  the  Wallingford  factories  for  the 
making  of  brass  bedsteads  and  a  line  of  artistic  brass 
goods.  In  1892  another  building  was  added  to  meet 
the  demand  for  a  general  enlargement  of  their 
business,  and  especially  the  manufacture  of  iron 
bedsteads.  In  1896  a  still  larger  'ouilding  was 
erected  to  accommodate  the  rest  of  the  Brooklyn 
plant,  which  was  now  moved  to  Wallingford.  At 
this  time  the  company  ordinarily  employs  about 
five  hundred  and  fifty  hands.  They  have  a  store 
in  New  York  and  offices  in  Boston,  Philadelphia 
and  Chicago.  The  capital  stock  is  $350,000,  and 
there  is  considerable  surplus.  The  company  have 
also  in  Chattanooga,  Tenn..  a  large  factory,  built 
in  1890,  for  the  manufacture  of  wooden  curtain 
poles  and  trimmings.  The  principal  products  of  the 
concern  are  fancy  art  goods,  upholsterers',  station- 
ers', and  druggists'  hardware,  brass  and  iron  bed- 
steads, and  bright  wire  goods. 

For  many  years  before  his  demise.  Zvlorton  Judd's 
business  connections  were  ornamental  and  without 
labor,  rather  than  active.  His  name  and  association 
Rave  character  to  the  enterprises,  rather  than  de- 
manded of  him  personal  attention.  He  lived  at 
ease  in  the  town,  on  its  main  street,  and  in  the 
course  of  years  his  children  gathered  about  him  and 
built  magnificent  residences,  highly  ornamental  to 
the  town.    Among  the  many  enterprises  fostered  in 


their  infancy  by  Mr.  Judd  was  the  Dime  Savings 
Bank,  of  which  he  was  one  of  the  original  incorpor- 
ators, and  of  which  he  served  as  vice-president  until 
his  resignation  on  account  of  advancing  years. 

Mr.  Judd  lived  to  the  eve  of  his  ninety-third 
birthday,  passing  away  Nov.  4,  1901,  and  retained  to 
a  remarkable  degree  a  good  physique  and  the  full 
possession  of  all  his  faculties.  He  was  erect  in 
stature,  his  eye  bright  and  manner  animated,  and 
full  of  sunshine  for  those  about  him.  His  visits 
among  his  children  and  neighbors  spread  the  light 
of  a  happy,  humorous  nature  wherever  he  went. 
He  was  a  Christian  gentleman,  who  hesitated  not 
to  declare  his  reverence  for  things  sacred  and  his 
faith  in  God.  In  New  Britain  and  in  the 
Center  Congregational  Church,  which  enrolls  so 
much  of  his  family  history,  he  was  known  as 
"Deacon."  and  so  in  general  called  "Deacon  Mor- 
ton Judd."  He  was  most  highly  esteemed  and 
greatly  appreciated  in  the  communities  in  which  he 
lived  during  his  long  life.  His  charitable  etYorts  re- 
lieved the  poor  in  many  a  struggle,  and  the  un- 
fortunate have  risen  again  by  reason  of  this  "Good 
Samaritan's''  hand.  He  bore  a  willing  part  in  the 
social  activities  for  good  ends,  which  contribute  in 
every  live  community  to  the  general  welfare,  and 
by  example  and  precept  he  was  a  distinct  builder  of 
social  and  religious  worth  in  society.  Air.  Judd 
was  one  of  the  very  few  who  remembered  Gen. 
Lal'^ayette  when  he  visited  Hartford  in  1823,  and 
was  always  a  hearty  admirer  of  the  noble  French- 
man, to  whom  we  owe  so  much.  When  Deacon 
Morton  Judd  was  but  fourteen  years  of  age  he 
planted  the  large  elm  tree  that  stands  in  front  of 
his  late  home  in  New  Britain,  and  now  bears  a 
plate  giving  his  name  and  the  date  of  planting.  In 
politics  Mr.  Judd  was  rather  retiring,  yet  under 
pressure  he  held  some  of  the  highest  town  offices, 
serving  two  terms  in  the  General  Assembly  of  the 
State  of  Connecticut. 

On  Jan.  26,  1828,  Mr.  Judd  was  married  to  Miss 
Lucina  Dunham,  of  Southington,  Conn.,  daughter 
of  Samuel  Dunham.  She  was  a  Christian  that 
might  serve  as  the  impersonation  of  Solomon's  de- 
scription of  the  good  wife  and  mother,  who  looked 
well  to  the  training  of  her  children  until  her  death, 
March  21,  1853.  In  1855  Mr.  Judd  married  (sec- 
ond) Miss  Julia  A.  Blinn,  daughter  of  Horace 
Blinn,  of  Wethersfield,  Conn.  She  died  Nov.  19, 
1887.  To  the  first  marriage  were  born  four  chil- 
dren, namely:  Hubert  L.,  Albert  D.,  Edward  AI. 
and  Martha  L.  To  the  second  marriage  was  born 
one  daughter,  ^Nlary  Burnham,  who  now  makes  her 
home  in  Wallingford.  So  fully  did  the  second  'Sirs. 
Judd  succeed  to  the  mother's  place  in  the  family 
that  her  step-children  learned  to  regard  her  with 
filial  love  and  strong  afiction. 

HuBF.RT  Li.i:\\ELLVX  JuDD.  eldest  son  of  Deacon 
Morton  Judd,  was  born  April  i,  1829.  In  the 
midst  of  his  busv  life  he  found  time  to  look  after 
the  interests  .and  the  comfort  of  those  he  loved.    Of 
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kindly  nature,  he  was  wont  to  relieve  the  unfortun- 
ate, and  with  the  true  charity  that  works  in  silence 
and  in  the  nic;ht.  Many  stories  are  told  of  his 
good  deeds,  but  his  dearest  friends  and  confidants 
cannot  recall  a  single  instance  when  his  charity 
"vaunted  itself.''  He  was  a  liberal  supporter  of 
the  First'  Congregational  Church,  and  faithfully 
and  consistently  followed  the  tenets  of  that  faith. 
In  politics  he  was  a  Republican,  but  his  active  life 
did  not  allow  him  time  for  oflice-seeking,  even  had 
he  so  desired.  A  deep  thinker  and  a  student  of 
human  nature,  he  associated  with  himself  in  busi- 
ness only  such  men  as  he  could  rely  upon  for  ability 
and  integrity,  and  those  who  proved  eminently 
worthy  were  rapidly  promoted.  The  beautiful  home 
he  built  on  South  Alain  street  is  one  of  the  most 
delightful  residences  of  the  town,  and  will  stand 
a  monument  to  his  good  taste  and  judgment. 

On  Aug.  14,  185 1,  Hubert  Llewellyn  Judd  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Julia  Ellis,  daughter 
of  William  Ellis,  of  Xew  Britain.  She  died  Oct. 
10,  1885.  Their  children,  seven  in  number,  were 
as  follows:  (i)  Julia  Ellis,  deceased  in  infancy: 
(2)  Morton,  Jr.,  deceased  in  infancy;  (3)  Flor- 
ence B.,  who  died  at  the  age  of  forty 
years ;  (4)  Edward  Henry,  deceased  in  in- 
fancy;  (5)  Emma  Julia;  (6)  Alorton  El- 
lis, born  March  10,  1864,  in  New  Britain. 
who  married,  Dec.  23,  1885,  Lenna  Gertrude 
Clark,  of  Brownville.  X.  Y.,  daughter  of  George 
Alexander  Clark,  and  has  one  child — Morton  Hu- 
bert, born  Oct.  14,  1886:  and  (7)  Hubert  Dexter, 
deceased  in  infancy.  The  father  of  these  children, 
beloved  and  respected  by  old  and  young,  entered 
into  his  last  rest  Dec.  11,  1899. 

Albert  Duxh.v.m  Judd,  second  son  of  Deacon 
Morton  Judd,  was  born  Dec.  4.  1830,  in  Xew  Brit- 
ain, Conn.  He  took  advantage  of  such  opportun- 
ities for  an  education  as  were  offered  him,  and 
after  some  attendance  at  the  common  schools  was 
for  some  time  a  student  in  the  Easthampton  (Mass.) 
school.  It  was  not  an  age  of  luxury  and  ease — 
such  a  life  does  not  make  men  strong  enough  to 
found  such  enterprises,  such  nations,  as  the  sons 
of  Xew  England  have  given  to  America.  On  leav- 
ing the  school  room  Albert  D.  Judd  went  at  once  to 
work,  assisting  his  father  and  uncle,  M.  &  O.  S. 
Judd,  on  harness  hames.  He  remained  with  them 
until  the  firm  sold  out  to  Henry  Xorth,  when  he 
turned  his  attention  to  the  manufacture  of  the  sash 
fastener  invented  by  his  father.  At  the  end  of  four 
or  five  years  he  was  admitted  into  partnership,  and 
twelve  years  later  purchased  the  business,  retaining 
it,  however,  but  a  few  weeks,  when  he  resold  it  to 
his  uncle,  Oliver  S.  Judd.  Idleness  was  not  at- 
tractive to  him,  and  in  1864  Albert  D.  Judd  re- 
moved to  Xew  Haven,  purchasing  the  buildings  of 
Beech  Burwell,  a  contractor  and  builder,  and  the 
firm  of  M.  &  .\.  D.  Judd,  manufacturers  of  uphol- 
sterv  hardware,  was  launched.  Two  years  later 
.   E.  M.  Judd  &  Co.  consolidated  with  the'  Turner  & 


Clark  Manufacturing  Co.,  and  the  Seymour  Ataiui- 
facturing   Co.,   both   of   Torrington.      The    factory 
was  removed  to  the  western  part  of  town,  and  the 
manufacture  of  builders'  hardware  was  added.    In 
1870  the  firm  became  the  Judd  Manufacturing  Co., 
and  all  of  the  Judds  held  interests  in  it.    They  con- 
tinued to  run  the  factory  in  Xew  Haven  until  1S77, 
when  it  was  removed  to  Wallingford.     Albert  D. 
Judd  became  president  of  the  company  and  so  con- 
tinu.ed  until   1 888,  \»hen  he  sold  his  interest  to  H. 
L.  Judd  &  Co.     He  is  still  a  large  stockholder  in 
the  company,  which  on  the  death  of  its  president, 
H.  L.  Judd,  in    1899,  was  sold  to  his   Xew  York 
partner,  and  at  present  he  (Albert  D.)   is  the  only 
stockholder  bearing  the   name  of  Judd.      He   was 
one  of  the  original  incorporators  of  the  Wallingford 
Xational  Bank,   and   has   since   served   as   director. 
He  is  also  a  director  in  the  Dime   Savings   Bank, 
and  one  of  the  appraisers  of  the  Savings  Bank,  and 
he  also  served  a  short  time  as  vice-president  of  the 
First  X^'ational  Bank,  but  was  obliged  to  resign  on 
account  of  ill  health.     In  all  the  large  enterprises 
of  the  community  Albert  D.  Judd  has  left  his  im- 
press— in  nearly  all  he  has  taken  an  active  part,  but 
it  has  left  him  little  time  for  himself.     In  his  politi- 
cal affiliations  he  has  been  a  strong  Republican,  and 
has  served  on  the  board  of  burgesses  and  held  other 
offices,  giving  to  the  affairs  of  the  people  the  same 
care  and   consideration   ever   given   to   his   private 
afifairs,  and  throughout  his  entire  life,  public  and 
private,  he  has  kept  his  honored  name  free   from 
blemish.     Mr.  Judd  has  also  been  a  faithful  worker 
in   the   religious   world.      He   is   a   member  of   the 
First   Congregational    Church    of    Wallingford.    of 
j  which  he  has  served  as  deacon  since  his  residence 
there.  Fie  held  the  same  office  in  the  Center  Congre- 
gational Church  in  Xew  Britain,  and  while  in  Xew 
Haven  he  was  instrumental  in  the  building  of  the 
I  Dwight   Place    Congregational    Church,    being   one 
of  a  committee  of  three  who  selected  the  site,  and 
was  also  one  of  the  building  committee  during  the 
construction  of  the  church  edifice.    Later  he  became 
a  member  of  the  Society's  committee,  and  of  the 
church  committee,   and   also  served  the  church  as 
:  deacon. 

On  April  25,  1855,  Albert  D.  Judd  wedded  Aliss 
;  Lucelia  Wells,  who  was  born  Oct.  27,  1828,  a 
daughter  of  Horace  and  Pamela  (Sedgwick) 
Wells,  the  former  a  native  of  Xew  Britain  and  the 
latter  of  West  Hartford.  Mrs.  Judd  died  Aug. 
5,  1900.  They  had  the  following  named  children : 
(i)  Katherine  Wells,  at  home.  (2)  George  Mor- 
ton has,  since  1885,  been  connected  with  H.  L. 
i  Judd  &  Co.  He  married  Miss  Xellie  Alartin. 
i  daughter  of  Henry  Martin,  and  they  have  three 
children — Alice,  Katherine  and  Philip  Sedgwick. 
(3)  Alice  May  died  at  the  age  of  two  years.  (4) 
Albert  Lemuel,  bookkeeper  for  H.  L.  Judd  &  Co.. 
married  Ethel  Gardiner,  of  Green  Bay,  Wis.,  and 
their  children  were  Gardiner  Wells,  who  died  aged 
three  years,  and  Howard  Stanley.     Albert  L.  Judd 


".■V 


•i;\jt. !    tc     II 


COMMEMORATIVE   BIOGRAPHICAL   RECORD. 


871 


has  been  a  deacon   in  the   Congregational   Church 
since  1898. 

IvDWAKD  MoRTo.v  JuDD,  third  son  of  Deacon 
Morton  Jndd,  was  born  Nov.  11,  1837,  in  New  Brit- 
ain, Conn.,  and  has  proved  himself  a  worthy  member 
of  tiie  honorable  family  to  which  he  belongs.  He  at- 
tended the  schools  of  Xew  Britain  and  spent  three 
years  in  the  high  school  there.  At  the  age  of 
eighteen  he,  too,  entered  the  manufacturing  world. 
In  1856  he  began  the  manufacture  of  the  first  metal 
curtain  fi.xturcs  (of  which  he  was  also  the  patentee), 
and  in  1S61  removed  to  Xew  Haven,  the  firm  becom- 
ing E.  JNI.  Judd  &  Co.  Upon  his  location  in  New 
Haven  he  added  a  general  line  of  upholstery  hard- 
ware. Later  the  firm  was  consolidated  with  the 
Turner  &  Clark  Manufacturing  Co.  and  the  Sey- 
mour Manufacturing  Co.,  of  Torrington,  and  Ed- 
ward ]\[.  Judd  became  the  general  manager  of  the 
Torrington  plants.  The  firm  was  known  as  the  Tur- 
ner, Seymour  &  Judd  Co.  In  1870  he  sold  out  his 
interest  in  the  company  and  assisted  in  the  forma- 
tion of  the  Judd  Manufacturing  Co.  at  New  Haven. 
The  new  company  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of 
general  hardware,  as  well  as  upholstery  hardware. 
Under  his  management  these  various  companies 
prospered  beyond  all  expectations,  and  in  1874  Mr. 
Judd  went  to  Brooklyn,  and.  while  still  retaining 
his  interest  in  the  Judd  Manufacturing  Co.,  started 
the  firm  of  H.  L.  Jmdd  &  Co.  After  three  years  he 
located  in  Wallingford,  where  the  Judd  interests 
have  since  been  centered.  For  thirty  years  Mr.  Judd 
was  actively  engaged  in  the  large  manufacturing 
interests  of  the  family,  and  in  1887  '""?  retired  to 
pass  the  latter  half  of  his  life  in  the  rest  and  enjoy- 
ment his  early  labors  would  warrant.  He  is  the 
inventor  of  a  number  of  curtain  fi.xtures.  and  his 
last  venture  was  a  stamp  cancelling  machine,  which 
he  considers  his  best  work.  This  machine,  which 
completely  destroys  the  stamp,  has  been  patented  in 
this  country,  and  it  is  the  intention  of  the  patentee 
to  have  his  rights  protected  in  foreign  countries  as 
well.  _  During  his  busy  life  Mr.  Judd  did  not  fail  to 
find  time  to  attend  to  his  civic  duties.  In  politics 
he  is  a  stanch  Republican,  and  cast  his  first  vote 
for  Abraham  Lincoln.  \MiiIe  he  is  not  an  ofifice- 
seeker,  he  has  not  sought  to  evade  the  responsi- 
bilities of  citizenship.  He  has  served  on  the  board 
of  burgesses  and  on  the  school  committee,  while  in 
1897  he  was  elected  judge  of  the  borough  court, 
and  is  now  serving  his  second  term.  In  everv  way 
that  he  can  he  has  worked  for  the  welfare  of  his 
town  and  State,  and  gives  his  aid,  financial  and 
moral,  to  the  support  of  any  enterprise  that  will  in 
any  way  benefit  the  communitv.  He  was  one  of  the 
original  incorporators  of  the  First  National  Bank. 
in  his  religious  faith  he  is  a  Congregationalist,  and 
a  member  of  the  First  Church,"  in  which  he  has 
served  as  superintendent  of  the  Sunday-school,  and 
as  chairman  of  the  Society's  committee.  Of  gener- 
ous disposition,  he  gives  largely  to  charity,  but  car- 


ries on  the  custom  of  his  family  in  that  he  does  his 
good  deeds  quietly. 

On  March  27,  i860,  occurred  the  marriage  of 
Edward  Morton  Judd  and  Jane  A.  Peck,  daughter 
of  Joel  and  Charlotte  (  Scoville)  Peck,  and  to  this 
union  have  come  cliildren  as  follows :  William 
Theodore,  born  March  i,  1866,  died  Feb.  24.  1867. 
Jennie  Susan,  born  ]\Iarch  8,  1872,  married  on  Oct. 
I,  1895,  Charles  G.  Phelps,  of  Wallingford,  secre- 
tary to  Orville  H.  Piatt,  senator  from  Connecticut, 
and  clerk  to  the  connnittee  on  Cuban  Affairs.  Ed- 
ward Peck,  born  Aug.  3,  1877,  is  at  home;  for  three 
years  he  was  a  student  in  Yale  Law  School. 

^NL'^RTHA  Louise  Judd,  bom  July  9,  1847,  was 
married  Oct.  14,  1880,  to  Henry  Hall  Martin,  of 
Wallingford.  who  died  Feb.  26,  1896.  Their  chil- 
dren were  Louise  Ariel  and  Oliver  Wadsworth. 

M.\RY  BuRXH.\M  Judd.  born  April  8,  1857,  is 
unmarried,  and  kept  house  for  her  father.     . 

WILLIAM  CHANDLER  POTTER  was  one  of 
the  brave  defenders  of  the  Union  during  the  dark 
days  of  the  Rebellion,  and  is  now  an  honored  and 
highly  respected  citizen  of  Cheshire,  New  Haven 
county,  where  he  has  made  his  home  since  1891. 

Mr.  Potter  was  born  in  New  Haven  Sept.  25, 
1829,  and  traces  his  ancestry  to  John  Potter,  the 
first  of  the  name  to  cross  the  Atlantic,  a  native  of 
England,  who  came  to  this  county  about  1640,  and 
located  in  Hamden.  The  father  of  our  subject,  who 
also  bore  the  name  of  John  Potter,  was  born  in  Ham- 
den in  1805,  and  was  reared  in  that  town.  By  trade 
he  was  a  chairmaker.  He  married  Clarissa  Parkiss, 
<\-ho  was  born  in  Branford,  New  Haven  county,  a 
daughter  of  Chandler  Parkiss,  and  both  died  in 
Burlington,  this  State,  in  1894.  Of  their  ten  chil- 
dren, only  two  are  still  living:  William  C,  our  sub- 
j'ect :  and  Austin,  of  Waterbury. 

William  Chandler  Potter  acquired  his  literary 
education  in  the  schools  of  Hamden,  and  there  grew 
to  manhood.  When  the  Civil  war  broke  out  he  en- 
listed, at  Hartford,  Conn.,  in  1861.  in  Company  E^ 
loth  Conn.  V,  I.,  for  three  years.  With  the  Army 
of  the  Potomac  he  participated  in  the  battles  of 
Roanoke  Island.  Newbern,  Tarboro,  Little  Wash- 
ington and  Goldsboro,  N.  C,  and  he  also  took  part 
in  the  celebrated  march  to  the  sea.  He  was  mus- 
tered out  of  the  United  States  service  at  Alexan- 
dria, \''a.,  and  honorably  discharged  at  Hartford, 
Conn.,  in  1865.  On  the  maternal  side  he  is  of  Revo- 
lutionary stock,  his  great-grandfather  having  been 
a  soldier  in  the  war  for  independence. 

In  1855.  at  Burlington,  Conn.,  ]\Ir.  Potter  mar- 
ried jNIiss  Emily  Baldwin,  a  native  of  Watertovvn, 
and  a  daughter  of  Joel  Baldwin.  Four  children 
have  been  born  to  them,  namely :  Frederick,  who  is 
now  in  the  West :  Melissa,  who  died  in  her  eight- 
eenth year ;  Louis,  who  was  killed  bv  the  cars ;  and 
Clara,  Mrs.  Arthur  Smith,  a  resident  of  Birming- 
ham, Connecticut. 
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Since  coming  to  Cheshire,  in  1891,  [Mr.  Potter 
has  been  engaged  in  market  gardening.  He  is  a 
stanch  supporter  of  the  Repubhcan  party,  and  an 
earnest  advocate  of  temperance.  Socially  he  is  a 
member  of  Grand  Army  Test  Xo.  8.  at  Meri- 
■den,  and  religiously  adheres  to  the  faith  of  the 
.  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  of  which  his  wife  is  a 
member.  Both  are  well  known  and  highly  respect- 
ed for  their  sterling  worth  and  many  excellencies 
of  cliaracter. 

ALVERD  E.  WIXCHELL.  M.  D.,  one  of  the 
leading  physicians  and  substantial  men  of  New 
Haven,  whicli  city  has  been  his  field  of  labor  for 
thirty-five  years,  is  a  representative  of  one  of  the 
first   families  to  settle   in   Connecticut. 

Born  June  21,  1831,  in  Egremont.  Berkshire 
Co.,  Mass.,  son  of  Ezra  and  Lucinda  (Xewman) 
Winchell,  our  subject  is  a  descendant  in  the  eighth 
generation  from  Robert  Winchell,  the  first  Amer- 
ican ancestor  of  this  branch  of  the  Winchell  fam- 
ily. From  the  genealogy  of  the  family  prepared  in 
1869,  by  Alexander  Winchell.  LL.  D..  a  professor 
in  the  University  of  Michigan,  it  is  learned  that  I 
the  name  is  probably  of  early  Saxon  or  Jntish  orig- 
in, and  was  known  in  the  time  of  Hengist  and 
Horsa,  in  449. 

Robert  \\'inchell,  born  probably  in  Wales,  was 
at  Dorchester,  Mass.,  in  1634,  and  at  Windsor, 
Conn.,  as  early  as  1637,  appearing  to  have  emi- 
grated from  one  of  the  lower  Saxon  shires  in  the 
south  of  England.  The  line  of  Dr.  WinchelFs  de- 
scent from  Robert  is  through  Jonathan.  Benjamin, 
Azariah.  Azariah  {2).  and  Ezra. 

Jonathan  Winchell,  son  of  Robert,  was  born 
probably  in  Dorchester,  Mass.,  prior  to  1635.  On 
May  16,  1666.  he  married  Abigail  Brusan,  daugh- 
ter of  Richard  Brusan.  sometimes  written  Brown- 
son.  She  was  born  about  1644,  and  died  in  Suf- 
field  March  27.  17 10. 

Benjamin  Winchell,  son  of  Jcrathan.  was  born 
at  Windsor,  Conn..  June  28,  1674,  and  married 
Sarah  Winchell  July   18.  1700,  in  Suffield. 

Azariah  Winchell.  son  of  Benjamin,  and  the 
great-grandfather  of  our  subject,  was  born  in  Suf- 
field, Conn.,  April  5,  1710. 

Azariah  Winchell  (2),  son  of  Azariah,  was 
torn  in  Suffield. 

Ezra  Winchell,  father  of  our  subject,  son  of 
Azariah  (2),  was  born  in  Hillsdale,  Columbia  Co., 
N.  Y.,  Sept.  S.  i8qo.  and  married  Lucinda  Xew- 
man, who  was  born  in  Egremont.  June  3,  1804. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  reared  in  his 
native  town,  and  was  prepared  for  college  at  the 
academy  in  Great  Barrington,  Mass.,  entering  Wes- 
leyan  College,  at  Middletown,  in  185;.  He  was 
graduated  with  honors  in  the  class  of  1857,  receiv- 
ing from  that  institution  three  years  later  the  de- 
gree of  A.  M.  Following  his  grad.uation  he  was  for 
three  years  principal  of  the  C)wos-o  (Mich.)  Union 
Seminary,  where  his  work  was  very  successful  and 


satisfactory,  so  much  so  that  those  in  charge  were 
loath  to  give  him  up  and  urged  his  remaining,  but 
desiring  to  enter  another  profession,  he  severed 
his  connection  with  this  institution  and  for  a  period 
studied  law  under  the  direction  of  a  prominent  at- 
torney of  Poughkeepsie.  X'.  Y.,  the  well-kn(jwn 
jurist.  Judge  John  P.  H.  Tallman.  His  tastes, 
however,  were  in  still  another  direction,  so  return- 
ing to  Great  Barrington,  Mass.,  he  there  began  the 
study  of  medicine  under  Dr.  Clarkson  T.  Collins, 
a  man  of  distinction  in  the  profession  and  of  ex- 
tended acquaintance.  As  time  passed  the  young 
pupil,  through  the  kindness  of  Dr.  Collins,  became 
acquainted  with  the  noted  physicians  Alfred  C. 
Post  and  Valentine  Mott,  of  Xew  York  City,  an 
acquaintance  that  was  greatly  appreciated  and 
proved  beneficial  for  the  encouragement  and  in- 
spiration it  gave. 

After  attending  a  course  of  lectures  at  the  Col- 
lege of  Physicians  and  Surgeons  in  New  York 
City,  from  which  institution  he  was  graduated  in 
1865,  Dr.  Winchell  in  that  city  had  the  benefit 
of  most  valuable  clinical  observations  in  the  various 
hospitals,  including  Bellevue,  the  X'ew  York  Hos- 
pital and  others,  and  after  finishing  his  course  there 
he  located  for  practice  in  New  Haven,  where  his 
professional  life  has  been  spent.  His  career  there, 
both  professional  and  as  a  citizen,  has  been  one 
of  success  and  usefulness.  Through  unselfish  de- 
votion to  his  useful  calling  he  has  reached  a  posi- 
tion of  prominence  in  the  profession,  ranking 
among  the  most  able  physicians  in  the  State.  His 
preference  in  his  earlier  career  was  for  surgery, 
and  in  that  line  he  has  performed  a  number  of 
difficult  and  delicate  operations,  yet  he  has  devoted 
himself  to  the  general  practice  of  medicine.  His 
reputation  as  a  superior  obstetrician  is  well  known. 
A  natural  student,  the  Doctor  has  advanced  in  his 
profession  along  with  the  progress  made  in  the 
science  of  medicine,  and  has  kept  pace  with  the  gen- 
eral great  progix-ss  and  advancement  during  the 
years  of  his  practice. 

Dr.  Winchell  is  a  member  of  the  State  Medical 
Society,  which  he  has  served  as  fellow ;  of  the  Xew 
Haven  County  Medical  Society ;  and  of  the  Xew 
Haven  City  Medical  Society,  of  which  for  years  he 
served  as  president.  Also,  he  is  connected  by  mem- 
bership with  the  American  Medical  and  American 
Public  Health  Associations ;  the  American  Academy 
of  Political  and  Social  Science ;  and  the  Masonic 
fraternity. 

Dr.  Winchell  has  long  been  interested  in  the 
subject  of  sanitatitm.  Jnmiediately  following  the 
Civil  war  he  made  a  series  of  visits  through  dif- 
ferent sections  of  the  South,  and  his  attention  was 
especially  directed  to  this  subject  by  observations. 
Following  with  investigations  and  study  of  the  sub- 
ject, he  was  well  fitted  for  the  office  he  subse- 
quently filled  so  efficiently  and  satisfactorily  for 
many  years — that  of  member  of  the  board  of  health, 
of  X''ew  Haven,  having  been  appointed  such  in  1879 
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and  rcpeatcdlv  thereafter  for  fourteen  year?.  For 
a  HK-ccssion  of  terms  lie  was  president  of  the  board, 
during'  which  time  much  progress  was  made  in  mi- 
iir.iviiitr  tlie  sanitary  condition  of  the  city. 

Dr.  Winchell  has  been  deeply  interested  in 
«.1iri>tian  and  philanthropic  work,  and  is  actively 
O'lK'crned  in  the  progress  of  Xew  Haven.  In  his 
iiraclice  he  has  been  e.xceedingly  charitable  to  the 
iKkir  and  unfortunate,  and  he  has  the  esteem  and  the 
ri.ntidence  both  of  his  colleagues  and  of  the  public. 
Tin-  city  is  largely  indebted  to  his  energy,  foresight 
and  pecuniary  outlay  for  the  erection  of  the  Hy- 
jH-riun  Theatre,  pronounced  by  artists  and  public 
.-iH'akers  to  be  almost  unequalled  for  its  acoustic 
iiropcrties  and  general  appointments. 

On  February  9,  i860.  Dr.  Winchell  was  mar- 
ri(?tl  to  Helen  E.,  daughter  of  Capt.  Charles  E. 
Hinnian,  of  Southbury.  She  died  in  February, 
1863,  and  in  October,  1865.  he  married  ]Mary, 
daughter  of  Elizur  Mitchell,  of  South  Britain, 
Conn.  She  died  in  1874.  leaving  one  daughter, 
Mary  Helen,  who  is  now  the  wife  of  Dr.  William 
A.  Brooks,  of  Boston,  Mass.,  a  prominent  young 
physician  and  surgeon,  who  has  performed  some  re- 
markable operations,  and  is  well  known  throughout 
the  State.  On  Oct.  14,  1876,  Dr.  Winchell  was 
married  to  his  present  wife,  formerly  Catherine 
W'orthington  Shepard,  daughter  of  Rev.  Samuel  X. 
Shepard,  who  for  thirty  years  was  pastor  of  the 
Congregational  Church  in  Madison,  Conn.,  and 
granddaughter  of  Rev.  Samuel  Shepard,  D.  D., 
who  for  fifty  years  was  a  preacher  in  Lenox,  Mass., 
and  a  niece  of  the  distinguished  John  Todd,  D.  D. 

TERRELL.  The  Terrells  of  X'ew  Haven  coun- 
ty, with  the  earlier  families  to  which  they  are  allied 
Ijy  marriage,  were  among  the  earliest  settlers  of  this 
locality. 

Roger  Terrell,  from  whom  most  of  the  names 
•of  Terrell,  Terrel,  Tyrrel,  etc..  of  Xew  Haven  coun- 
ty are  descended,  was  among  the  first  settlers  of 
Milford,  Conn.  His  name  appears  among  the  first 
two  lists  of  inhabitants  of  the  town  living  there  in 
the  spring  of  1640.  Most  of  the  pioneer  settlers 
■of  Milford  came  from  the  counties  of  Essex.  Here- 
ford and  \ork.  England,  and  rendezvoused  in  Xew 
Haven  in  1638  and  1639.  Roger  Terrell  married  a 
daughter  of  Thomas  X'eftord,  and  his  -death  oc- 
curred in  1682.  From  this  Roger  Terrell,  the  emi- 
grant settler,  Wales  Terrell,  of  Ansonia.  is  a  de- 
scendant  in   the  eighth   generation,   his   line   being 

through ,  Samuel.  Phineas.  Phineas  (2), 

Eliakim  and  Truman.  One  branch  of  the  Tyrrell 
familv  spells  the  name  Tvrrell. 

(HI)  Samuel  Terrell,  probably  a  grandson  of 
Roger  Terrell,  lived  in  Milford,  and  by  his  will, 
made  in  1751,  left  his  estate,  which  was  distributed 
in  that  same  year,  to  his  widow  ^larv  and  chililren 
Samuel,  Abraham.  Jesse,  Phineas,  Mary  1  Tibbalsj 
and   Rebecca    (Mrs.   Jacob  Baldwin). 

(I\')  Phineas  Terrell,  son  of  Samuel,  born  about 


1725.  died  Oct.  13,  1791,  when  aged  sixty-six  years. 
His  wife,  Pliebe.  survived  him,  married  Andrew 
Baldwin,  and  died  Jan.  15,  1803,  when  aged  seventy- 
six.  In  his  will  the  children  of  Phineas  named 
were :  Phineas,  Eliakim,  John,  ^\nne,  Phebe  and 
Susanna. 

(V)   Phineas  Terrell  (2),  son  of  Phineas,  mar- 
ried and  had  a  number  of  children,  among  them  Eli 
!  and  Sarah,  the  latter  marn-ing  Russel  Chatfield.    A 
number  of  the  children  of  Phineas  are  buried  in  the 
Sperrv  burving-ground,  in  Bethany,  Connecticut. 
i  (VI)  Capt.  Eliakim  Terrell,  son  of  Phineas  (2), 

i  bom  about  Feb.  10,  1760,  married  Elizabeth,  also 
\  born  Feb.  10,  1760,  daughter  of  Joseph  and  Eliza- 
i  beth  (Tomlinson)  Twitchell,  and  the  children  who 
'  survived  the  father  were  Philo,  Josiah,  Truman, 
'  Elizabeth.  Xehemiah,  Anne,  Eliakim,  Phineas,  Sol- 
omon, Isaac,  Andrew  and  Julia.  All  settled  in  Con- 
!  necticut.  Capt.  Terrell  was  a  soldier  in  the  Revolu- 
j  tion,  and  was  kmown  by  that  title.  He  served  as 
I  selectman  of  Woodbridge  in  1800,  and  died  March 
15,  1807,  when  aged  forty-seven  years. 

(VII)  Truman  Terrell,  son  of  Cant.  Eliakim, 
baptized  in  the  town  of  Derby  (probablv  in  that  part 
now  Oxford)  Feb.  29.  1784,  married  Hannah  Lines, 
daughter  of  Eber  Lines,  of  Bethany.  Eber  Lines 
married  Hannah,  daughter  of  Lieut.  Dan  Welton. 
of  Waterbury,  she  being  a  lineal  descendant  of  Elder 
William  Brewster,  of  the  "Mavflower."  Truman 
Terrell  died  May  20,  1852,  aged  sixty-eight  years. 
His  widow  married  Ansel  Peck,  and  died  X'ov.  19, 
1 866.  aged  seventy-six  years.  The  children  of  Tru- 
man and  his  wife  were:  Louisa.  Almira,  Grace, 
Lauren,  Elizabeth,  Smith.  Wales.  Calvin  and  Henry ; 
the  two  last  named  died  young.  Two  of  the  chil- 
dren are  now  living.  Almira  and  Wales. 

(VIII)  Wales  Terrell  at  the  age  of  seventeen 
(1843)  ^^'^5  apprenticed  to  one  Burr  Xash.  of  Xew 
Haven,  to  learn  the  blacksmith's  trade,  and  in  the 
vear  i84<)  located  at  Derbv,  where  in  co-partnership 
with  Silas  Baldwin,  and  later  with  Hobart  "^nerrv, 
he  pursued  the  business,  in  a  general  line,  of  black- 
smithing  and  carriage  building.  On  Oct.  25,  185 1, 
he  married  Julia  Irene  Barbour,  daughter  of  Luke 
Barbour,  of  Simsbury,  Conn.  Five  children  were 
born  to  this  union :  May  Elizabeth  (  who  died  in 
infancy).  Arthur  Wales.  Florence  Elizabeth,  Lu- 
cius Barbour  and  Alton  Truman. 

On  Aug.  6,  1862,  Wales  Terrell  enlisted  in  Com- 
panv  B,  20th  Conn.  \'.  I.,  and  on  the  8th  of  the 
same  month  was  mustered  into  the  United  States 
service  as  private  and  promoted  to  corporal.  The 
20th  was  a  three  vears"  regiment,  recruited  under 
the  call  of  June.  1S62,  of  the  President  for  300.000 
m.en.  and  went  out  under  Col.  Ross.  Lieut.  William 
B.  Wooster  and  Major  Buckingham.  They  soon 
formed  a  part  of  the  12th  Corps.  Army  of  the  Poto- 
mac, and  were  under  Gen.  Hooker  and  later  under 
Gen.  Meade.  The  reeiment  participated  in  the  bat- 
tles of  Chancellorsville  and  Gettysburg,  the  12th 
Corps  in  the  latter  engagement  occupying  the  ex- 
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treme  right  of  the  Federal  line  at  Gulp's  Hill,  Gen. 
Williams  in  command.  The  Gorps  held  Ewell's 
Corps  at  bay  for  seven  hours,  finally  driving-  them 
back  with  heavy  loss.  In  the  fall  of  1863  the  12th 
Corps  joined  the  Amiy  of  the  Guniberland.  at  Chat- 
tanooga, and  that  winter  was  mainly  in  Tennessee. 
A  year  later,  in  the  fall  of  1864,  the  nth  and  12th 
Corps  were  formed  into  the  20th  Gorps,  and  in  it 
the  20th  Regiment  remained  until  the  close  of  the 
war,  forming  a  part  of  Gen.  Sherman's  army.  It 
is  not  the  intention  to  give  in  detail  the  history  of 
the  regiment,  but  only  to  mention  some  features 
in  general  and  refer  to  others  especially.  The  20th 
distinguished  itself  at  the  battle  of  Peach  Tree 
Creek,  and  was  at  the  siege  of  Atlanta.  It  later 
moved  through  Atlanta.  Ga..  to  Savannah  and  South 
Carolina,  and  to  and  from  there  to  Xorth  Carolina. 
finally  participating  in  the  grand  review  at  \\'ash- 
ington,  and  was  mustered  out  of  the  service  June 
13,  1865,  at  Fort  Lincoln,  on  the  Bladensburg  road. 
The  engagements  in  which  the  20th  participated 
were:  Chancellorsville,  Va.,  May  3,  1863;  Gettys- 
burg, Pa.,  July  3,  1863;  Tracy  City,  Tenn.,  May  9, 
1864;  Peach  Tree  Greek,  Ga.,  July  20,  1864;  siege 
of  Atlanta,  Ga.,  July  21  to  Aug.  7,  1864;  Silver 
Run,  N.  C,  Marches,  1865:  Bentonville,  X.  C. 
March  19,  1865;  and  Raleigh,  X.  G.,  April  13.  1865. 
Young  Terrell  bore  an  honorable  part  from  start  to 
finish  with  his  company,  and  returned  home  at  the 
close  of  the  war  with  an  honorable  record.  On  May 
4,  1864,  he  was  promoted  to  sergeant,  and  was  mus- 
tered out  with  his  company  and  regiment  June  13, 

■  1865.  Since  his  return  from  the  service  he  has  made 
his  home  in  the  town  of  Derby,  and  more  recently 
in  Ansonia,  where  he  has  had  an  honorable  business 
career  and  been  a  useful  citizen. 

On  returning  to  civil  life  ^Ir.  Terrell  entered 
into  co-partnership  with  Darius  Wilcox,  engaging  in 
the  carriage  hardware  and  file  business  for  several 
years,  under  the  firm  name  of  Terrell  &  Wilco.x.  and 
later  as  Wales  Terrell.  Later  he  was  associated 
with  E.  Frank  Sperry.  under  the  name  of  Terrell  & 
Sperry,  they  continuing  some  years  together,  when 
Mr.  Terrell  withdrew  and  engaged  with  his  son. 
Lucius  B.  Terrell,  in  the  insurance  and  real-estate 
business,  under  the  firm  name  of  Wales  Terrell  & 
Son,  handling  all  kinds  of  insurance  and  real-estate 
transactions. 

(IX)  Alton  T.  Terrell,  secretary  and  general 
manager  of  the  Ansonia  O.  &  C.  Co..  of  Ansonia,  was 
born  in  Ansonia  Oct.  3,  1872.  He  was  educated  in 
the  common  and  high  schools  of  his  native  town, 
and  when  a  boy  entered  the  office  of  the  Osborne 
&  Cheesman  Co.,  which  concern  was  in  1891  suc- 
ceeded by  the  Ansonia  O.  &  C.  Co.  He  rose  to  the 
position  of  order  clerk,  which  he  held  for  some  years, 
and  was  then  promoted  to  purchasing  agent,  which 
position  he  held  up  to  the  time  of  Mr.  Schneller's 
(the  head  of  the  institution")  death,  when  he  was 
promoted  to  his  present  position.    They  manufacture 

•  suspender  webbing,  and  employ  some  three  hundred 


hands.    The  building  is  50  feet  wide,  250  feet  long, 
and  three  stories  high.     [For  a  further  account  ot 
this  business,   from   its  origin,  see   sketch  of   Airs. 
Schneller,  elsewhere.)      L'nder  the  management  ot 
Mr.  Terrell  the  business  has  steadily  increased,  and 
they    send   goods   all   over   the    L'nited    States    and 
\  Europe.     They  have  recently  had  completed  a  niag- 
!  nificent  oftice,  planned  bv  -Mr.  Terrell,  which  is  40 
i  feet  square,  two  stories  high,  and  is  beautifully  fin- 
ished   in   quarter-sawed   oak    and    brown    ash,   and 
j  furnished  with  oak  furniture.     It  is  one  of  the  finest 

otifice  buildings  in  the  Xaugatuck  \'alley. 

1         Although  a  young  man,   Air.   Terrell  has   seen 

many  changes  during  the   years  that  he  has  been 

;  with  the  company,  and  with  two  exceptions  is  the 

oldest  in  point  of  service  now  here.     The  number 

of  men   has  been   increased   from   two'  hundred   to 

three  hundred  and  fifty,  and  the  output  of  the  goods 

has  more  than  doubled ;  much  of  the  machinery  has 

been  changed  to  the  latest  improved  in  their  line. 

Throughout  the  building  many  improvements  have 

■  been  made  for  the  benefit  of  the  help,  all  of  whom 

i  hold  Mr.  Terrell  in  high  esteem,  and  since  he  has 

:  taken    his    present    position    no    dissatisfaction    has 

been   expressed   by  the   employes,   each   and  all  of 

whom  are  at  liberty  to  personally  lay  before  him  any 

grievance  which  they  may  have,  with  the  positive 

assurance  that  they  will  be  listened  to  and  treated 

wisely.     By  the  introduction  of  the  latest  improved 

machinerv  this  concern  can  at  present  manufacture 

goods  which  place  them  in   successful  competition 

i  with  any  other  concern  in  the  business. 

Mr.  Terrell  married.  Xov.  30,  1898,  Lillian  Whit- 

i  lock,  a  daughter  of  Senator  Sturges  Whitlock,  of 

\  Shelton,  a  prominent  manufacturer  of  the  celebrated 

i  Whitlock  printing  presses.    Sturges  Whitlock  is  one 

of  the  most  prominent  men  in  this  section  of  the 

State  and  is  widely  known.     His  wife  was'  Mary  O. 

Singer,  a  daughter  of  Isaac  Singer,  the  inventor  of 

the  Singer  sewinsr  machine. 

Alton  Terrell  is  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Trade 
of  Ansonia.  director  of  the  A.  O.  &  C.  Co.,  and 
member  of  the  Ansonia  Club. 

EDWIX  DOOLITTLE,  one  of  the  prominent, 
well-known  citizens  of  Branford,  is  a  native. of 
Connecticut,  born  Dec.  3.  1838,  in  Wallingford,  Xew 

\  Haven  countv. 

The  founder  of  the  Doolittle  family  in  the  Xew 

'  England  States  came  from  England,  and  is  said  to 
have  been  the  first  settler  north  of  Watenbrook.  in 
what  is  now  the  town  of  Wallingford.     Jonathan 

-  Doolittle,  grandfather  of  Edwin,  w^as  born  in  ^^'all- 
ingford.  was  a  farmer  by  occupation,  and  served  in 
the  war  of  the  Revolution.  He  had  four  sons  :  Enos, 
the  father  of  our  subject:  John,  who  cast  his  lot 
with  the  Alormons.  and  became  an  apostle  and  elder 
in  that  church ;  Roswell.  a  farmer  of  Wallingford ; 
and  Johnson,  who  was  a  farmer  and  grain  dealer. 
One  daughter.  Betsy,  married  Samuel  Morse,  and 
after  her  death  he  married  her  sister  Delight. 
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Enos  Doolittle  was  born  Feb.  2,  1796,  in  Wall- 
iiiL^ford,  where  he  was  a  lifelono-  agriculturist,  and 
(lied  March  30,  1869.  He  married  Charritta  Davis, 
and  by  her  had  five  children,  viz. :  ( i )  Andrew,  born 
Kov.  8,  1826,  married  Lucy  Hall,  and  had  two 
sons,  Charles  D.  and  Frederick.  Andrew  was  a 
contractor  in  Simpson,  Hall,  Miller  &  Co.'s  factory. 
He  was  accidentally  shot  while  out  hunting,  Nov. 
8,  1854.  (2)  Albert,  born  Nov.  10,  1S27,  married 
Mary  Bassett.  He  died  Aug.  22,  1877,  leaving  no 
chiiclren.  (3)  Julius,  born  July  3,  1830,  never  mar- 
ried, and  died  Dec.  18,  1886.  (4)  Clarissa,  born 
Nov.  II,  1835,  died  Sept.  9,  1842.  (5J  Edwin  is 
our  subject.  The  father  of  this  family  was  a  Demo- 
crat politically. 

Edwin  Doolittle  received  his  education  in  the 
common  schools  of  Wallingford,  and  began  his 
business  life  in  the  old  "Farmers  Exchange  Variety 
Store,"  New  Haven.  There  he  remained  some  six 
years,  and  in  1862  he  commenced  in  the  butcher 
business  at  Wallingford,  which  he  continued  three 
years,  after  which  for  seven  years  he  was  engaged 
in  farming  in  Wallingford.  For  one  year  thereafter 
he  was  located  at  Windsor  Locks,  Hartford  county, 
engaged  in  the  maufacture  of  manilla  paper,  and  in 
the  fall  of  1874  he  came  to  Branford,  where  for 
eighteen  years  he  conducted  the  popular  summer 
resort  known  as  the  '"Weybossett  House.''  Selling 
out  in  1893,  he  managed  the  hotel  for  another  until 
May,  1894,  since  when  he  has  been  living  retired. 
Mr.  Doolittle  is  independent  in  politics,  and  at  pres- 
ent is  serving  in  Branford  as  chairman  of  the  Citi- 
zens party. 

On  Oct.  10,  1865,  Mr.  Doolittle  was  married  to 
Miss  Matilda  L  Todd,  daughter  of  Thelus  and  An- 
toinette (Harrison)  Todd,  of  Northford,  New  Ha- 
ven county.  The  father  was  born  Sept.  19,  1802, 
and  died  Aug.  29,  1875.  The  mother,  born  Alay  9, 
1809,  died  March  9.  1848.  They  were  married  June 
I,  1828,  and  had  seven  children,  Apollos  E.,  ^ililo 
A.,  Venelia  H.,  Matilda  L  (Mrs.  Doolittle),  Miran- 
da J.,  Delia  A.  and  Bertha  S.  By  his  second  wife, 
Correlia  Auger,  Air.  Todd  had  one  daughter,  Maria 
A.  Mr.  Todd  was  a  butcher,  drover  and  farmer  by 
occupation.  He  took  an  active  part  in  the  affairs  of 
his  day,  and  served  two-  terms  in  the  State  Legisla- 
ture, having  been  elected  on  the  Democratic  ticket. 

Mr.  and  Mrs;  Doolittle  had  two  cliildren :  An- 
toinette Todd,  bom  Alay  9,  1867,  died  March  2, 
1868 ;  the  other  died  in  infancy.  They  are  members 
of  the  Episcopal  Church. 

JAMES  PE^rBERTON.  a  highly  esteemed 
resident  of  Ansonia,  is  now  living  in  retirement  at 
his  pleasant  home,  at  No.  286  Wakelee  avenue,  but 
his  interest  in  all  that  concerns  the  welfare  of  the 
conimunitv  remains  as  keen  as  during  his  years  of 
active  work  in  the  business  world. 

iVrr.  Pemberton  was  born  Nov.  18.  1828.  in 
Birmingham.  England,  son  of  Maj.  William  Pem- 
berton and  his  wife,  Marv  Hall,  both  natives  of 


BirmingF.am.  and  both  born  in  1800.  Maj.  Pember- 
ton came  to  America  in  1821),  with  his  family,  and 
after  two  years'  residence  at  Bloomfield,  N.  J.,  lo- 
cated in  \'\'aterbury.  Conn.,  entering  the  employ  of 
the  Scovill  Manufacturing  Co.  While  there  he  in- 
troduced a  process  for  plating  with  gold  and  silver, 
which  he  had  learned  and  worked  at  before  leaving 
England,  and  this  proved  very  successful,  giving 
him  an  important  place  in  the  firm.  They  made  a 
specialty  of  plate  for  photographing,  and  gold  plate 
for  officers'  buttons  for  the  army  and  navy.  In  1852 
Mr.  Pemberton  went  to  Newark,  N.  J.,  and  engaged 
in  business  for  himself,  and  his  death  occurred 
there  in  1880.  lie  was  a  man  of  strong  character, 
an  expert  in  his  line  of  work,  and  was  active  in 
politics  as  an  old-line  Whig.  At  one  time  he  served 
as  major  on  the  staff  of  Gen.  Collins,  of  Newark, 
and  his  saddle  and  other  articles  of  equipment  are 
now  preserved  as  a  relic  by  a  brother  of  our  subject. 
In  religious  faith  he  was  an  Episcopalian,  and  he 
gave  $500  toward  the  new  stone  edifice,  erected  in 
1846,  in  Waterbury.  His  estimable  wife  died  in 
1886,  and  of  their  eight  children  only  three  are 
living:  Amelia  is  deceased;  James  is  mentioned 
more  fully  below ;  William  is  deceased ;  Thomas 
was  killed  while  serving  with  the  14th  Kansas  Vol- 
unteer Cavalry;  Alfred  is  deceased;  Samuel  H.. 
who  served  in  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  throughout 
the  Civil  war,  married  IMiss  Jennie  A.  Root,  of 
Waterbury,  and  resides  in  Newark,  N.  J.,  where  he 
held  office  as  city  clerk  for  a  number  of  years ; 
Catherine  is  deceased ;  and  Frederick,  now  a  resi- 
dent of  Newark,  N.  J.,  served  in  both  army  and 
navy  during  the  Civil  war. 

James  Pemberton  spent  much  of  his  boyhood  at 
Vv^aterbury,  and  was  educated  in  the  common  schools 
of  that  town  and  at  Cheshire  Academy.  He  learned 
his  father's  business  in  the  shops  of  the  Scovill  Man- 
ufacturing Co.,  and  later  was  employed  by  Holmes, 
Booth  &  Hayden,  to  establish  it  for  them.  For  a 
number  of  years  he  had  charge  of  the  department, 
and  for  a  time  he  was  with  a  clock  company  of  Chi- 
cago, but  in  1866  he  located  in  Ansonia.  taking  a 
position  with  the  O.  &  C.  Co.,  as  caster.  Soon  after- 
ward he  entered  the  employ  of  the  A.  B.  C.  Co., 
as  caster  in  the  Brass  mills,  and  this  work  he  con- 
tinued until  his  retirement  from  business  in  1881. 
As  he  owns  a  number  of  houses  in  the  town,  his 
real-estate  interests  require  much  of  his  time  and 
attention.  Politicallv  he  is  a  Republican,  and  he 
was  a  member  of  the  first  common  council  of  An- 
sonia. In  religious  work  he  was  for  years  an  active 
worker  in  the  Episcopal  Church,  of  which  he  was  a 
member,  and  for  a  number  of  years  he  served  either 
as  warden  or  vestryman,  and  for  some  time  was 
superintendent  of  the  Sunday-school.  For  more 
than  forty  years  he  has  been  an  active  Freemason, 
and  is  now  a  member  of  George  Washington  Lodge, 
and  Alt.  Vernon  Chapter.  No.  35,  R.  A.  M.,  in  An- 
sonia, and  of  Waterbury  Council,  No.  21,  at  Water- 
bury. 
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In  1850  Mr.  Pemberton  married  Miss  Marv  J. 
Riggs,  daughter  of  Garry  Riggs,  a  hatter  in  Oxford, 
and  a  prominent  citizen  of  that  town.  She  was 
born  in  1831,  and  died  in  1895,  and  of  her  four 
sons,  three  are  living:  James  R..  a  machinist  by 
trade,  married  Jessie  F.  Beers,  and  is  settled  on  a 
farm  in  Orange:  W^illiam  M..  a  clerk  in  a  clothing 
store  in  New  Haven,  has  been  married  twice,  and 
has  had  six  children:  Bessie  M.,  Lillie  S.,  Elsie 
A.,  Allie  M.,  William  M.  and  Ernest  L. ;  Edward 
L.,  the  voungest.  was  employed  for  a  number  of 
years  in  the  office  of  the  Farrell  Foundrv  Co.,  but 
is  now  in  Boston,  as  agent  for  V.  W.  ^lason,  Jr., 
of  New  York. 


venerable   and  highly 


ELI  H.   WAKELEE,  a 

esteemed  resident  of  Ansonia.  is  the  oldest  man 
now  living  who  was  born  in  that  vicinitv,  and  his 
reminiscences  cover  a  most  interesting  period  of  the 
history  of  the  section.  Within  his  memory  the  citv 
of  Ansonia  has  been  founded  and  developed,  and 
when  he  was  a  bov  the  site  of  Derby,  formerly 
Birmingham,  gave  no  sign  of  its  present  com- 
mercial importance. 

Mr.  Wakelee  was  born  Julv  11,  1829,  in  West 
Ansonia.  and  comes  of  good  pioneer  stock.  Free- 
gift  Wakelee,  his  grandfather,  was  born  in  Arfonia. 
and  became  a  farmer  and  shoemaker  bv  occupation. 
He  died  at  the  age  of  fiftv.  He  married  Marv 
Smith,  who  was  born  in  Derby,  and  who  attained 
the  advanced  a^e  of  eighty-four.  They  had  seven 
sons  and  one  daughter,  all  now  deceased. 

Watrous  C.  Wakelee,  our  subject's  father,  was 
horn  in  West  Ansonia,  and  learned  the  shoe- 
maker's trade,  but  his  attention  was  devoted 
chiefly  to  farming  at  the  homestead  in  West  An- 
sonia, now  No.  220  Wakelee  avenue.  He  was  a 
successful  farmer,  owning  about  200  acres  of  land, 
and  as  a  citizen  he  was  held  in  high  esteem  for 
his  sound  judgment  and  his  public  spirit.  Political- 
ly he  was  a  Democrat,  and  he  served  as  assessor 
and  collector,  and  was  a  candidate  for  other  offices 
at  various  times.  In  religious  faith  he  was  an  Epis- 
copalian. He  died  in  1878.  at  the  age  of  seventy- 
eight,  and  his  wife,  Caroline  (  Hawkins't,  a  native  of 
Ansonia,  died  aged  eightv-two.  The  Hawkins  fam- 
ily were  early  settlers  in  this  county,  and  Lewis 
Hawkins,  father  of  Mrs.  Wakelee,  was  a  well- 
known  farmer.  Our  subject  is  one  of  a  family  of 
four  sons,  of  whom  two  are  still  living,  his  brother 
Charles  (aged  sixty-three)  being  now  in  the  West. 
Albert  died  in  Ansonia.  Jan.  14.  iC)or.  David,  the 
youngest,  died  in  the  We.^t  Sept.  26,  1889. 

Until  he  reached  the  age  of  seventeen  our  sub- 
ject remained  at  the  homestead,  the  common  schools 
affording  him  an  education,  and  he  then  learned  the 
mason's  trade  with  Isaac  P.  Davis,  of  Seymour.  Ho 
followed  that  trade  twenty-five  years,  doing  a 
profitable  contract  business,  and  then  built  the  store 
now  occupied  by  E,  A.  Curtiss.  corner  of  Wakelee 
■avenue  and  Jackion  street.     For  ten  years  he  was 


j  engaged  in  mercantile  business  there,  but  since  sell- 
ing out,  in  1895,  he  has  been  looking  after  his  real- 
I  estate  interests  exclusively.     He  bought  fifty  acr°s 
j   of  the  old  homestead,   from   which  he  has  sold  a 
■  number  of  building  lots,  and  he  has  also  put  up  .1 
I   number  of  houses,  some  of  which  he  still  owns  and 
rents.     Mr.  Wakelee  attends  the  Episcopal  Church, 
I   of  which  his  wife  is  a  member.     In  politics  he  is  a 
j   stanch   Democrat,  having  been   identified  with  the 
j   party    since    he    was    twenty-one    years    old.     For 
j  more  than  twenty-five  years  he  served  as  assessor. 
1  and  held  that  office  while  Derby  was  still  a  part  of 
;   the  town :  he  served  as  chairman  of  the  board  of 
assessors  longer  than  any  other  man  now  living  in 
Ansonia.     He  also  served  a  term  as  collector  and 
one  year  as  selectman :  and  for  a  number  of  years 
was  a  member  of  the  town  committee  and  the  local 
board  of  relief. 

On  Jan.  12.  1853,  Mr.  Wakelee  married  Miss 
Amanda  Chatfield.  a  native  of  Bethany.  Thev  have 
had  one  son,  Frank  W.,  a  carpenter  and  joiner  in 
Ansonia,  who  married  Miss  Fannie  Piatt  and  has 
had  two  children,  Cora  A.  and  Harry  W.,  the  latter 
of  whom  died  when  five  years  old.  Mrs.  Wakelee 
is  a  member  of  a  well-known  family,  her  grand- 
father, Phineas  Terrell,  having  been  one  of  the  first 
settlers  in  Bethany,  where  he  engaged  in  farming. 
Her  father,  Russell  Chatfield,  a  native  of  Oxford, 
was  a  farmer  and  mason  in  that  town,  and  lived  to 
the  age  of  ninety-one  years.  He  married  Sarah 
Terrell,  who  died  at  the  age  of  eighty-four,  in  the 
same  house  in  which  she  was  born  and  married. 
Ru-sell  and  Sarah  Chatfield  had  five  daughters,  of 
whom  three  are  living:  ]\Irs.  Alary  AI.  Beecher : 
Mrs.  Ruth  M.  Warner,  who  still  resides  in  An- 
sonia with  a  daughter:  and  Airs.  Wakelee.  Of  the 
others,  Mrs.  Sarah  A.  Beecher  died  aged  thirty- 
two,  and  Mrs.  Pamelia  J.  Todd  died  aged  thirty. 
The  family  is  much  esteemed  sociallv  and  has  been 
identified  with  the  Episcopal  Church  for  genera- 
tions. 

GEORGE  LEANDER  A\'ELD  ranked  among 
the  substantial  and  most  highly  respected  citizens  of 
the  town  of  Guilford,  where  the  greater  part  of  his 
useful  and  active  life  was  passed.  He  was  a  native 
of  the  town,  born  March  12,  1814,  son  of  George 
and  Mabel  (Fowler)  Weld,  and  was  the  eldest 
brother  of  the  late  Capt.  Frederick  A.  and  William 
E.  Weld,  of  Guilford. 

Our  subject  received  his  education  in  the  com- 
mon schools,  attending  first  in  the  North  Guilford 
District,  and  later  at  Sag  Harbor.  L.  L,  whither  he 
remover!  with  his  parents.  Early  in  life  he  was 
engaged  in  farm  work.  later  learning  the  trade  of 
shoemaker,  which  he  followed  for  some  time,  and  he 
also  engaged  in  carpentering  and  building.  He  fin- 
allv  took  up  his  home  at  East  River,  New  Haven 
county,  settling  on  the  old  Bartlett  homestead,  where 
he  passed  the  remainder  of  his  days,  engaging  in 
ship  carpentering  in  addition   to  agricultural  pur- 
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Miits.  By  energetic  industry  and  good  management 
he  became  quite  well-to-do,  and  he  gained  the  respect 
lit  his  neighbors  and  friends  by  a  life  of  integrity. 
In  religious  connection  he  was  a  member  of  the 
r.juscoi.ai  Cluirch  of  Guilford,  and  active  in  its  work, 
serving  as  warden  and  vestryman  in  the  church.  His 
political  support  was  given  to  the  Democratic  party. 
l^le  never  sought  otifice,  preferring  to  give  his  atten- 
tion to  liis  private  affairs,  but  he  took  an  intelligent 
interest  in  the  welfare  of  his  locality,  and  was  well 
read. 

On  Sept.  16,  1849,  ^Ir.  Weld  was  married,  in 
Guilford,  to  Miss  Sarah  Judson  Bartlett,  who  was 
Ixjm  Feb.  20,  182S,  daughter  of  Joseph  Bartlett,  and 
survives  him,  still  making  her  home  in  East  River. 
She  is  an  intelligent  woman,  well  preserved,  and 
enjoys  the  highest  esteem  of  the  community  in  which 
her  life  has  been  passed.  Three  children  blessed 
this  union:  Mary  Bartlett,  born  Oct.  2j,  1S55,  died 
Nov.  9,  1865;  George  M.  and  Joseph,  twins,  were 
born  Jan.  3,  1863,  and  the  latter  died  Oct.  12,  1865. 
Mr.  Weld  was  a  kind-hearted  husband  and  loving 
father,  and  his  death,  on  Oct.  22,  1891,  at  East 
River,  was  deeply  mourned.  His  remains  rest  in  the 
East  cemetery,  in  Guilford. 

George  ^I.  Weld  was  born  Jan.  3,  1863,  received 
his  education  in  the  local  district  schools,  and  is 
employed  in  a  shop  in  the  town  of  Madison.  He 
married  Miss  Lottie  M.  Rogers,  and  they  have  had 
four  children :  Ruth  M.,  Mabel  R.,  George  Leon 
and'  Elsie  Bartlett,  all  living. 

The  B.\ktlett  F.\.mily,  from  which  ]\[rs.  Weld 
is  descended,  is  one  of  the  oldest  in  Guilford,  and 
Joseph  Bartlett,  the  first  of  the  name  here,  was  a 
native  of  England.  He  was  one  of  the  first  settlers 
of  Guilford,  where  he  passed  the  remainder  of  his 
life,  dying  Aug.  3,  1669.  He  was  a  deacon  in  the 
church.  On  Sept.  14,  1650,  he  married  Hilary  Crut- 
tenden,  daughter  of  Abraham  Cruttcnden,  and  she 
survived  him  but  a  few  weeks,  dying  Sept.  11,  1669. 
Children:  Elizabeth,  born  in  March,  1653,  died 
Oct.  4,  1742,  married  Abraham  Fowler:  Mary,  born 
Feb.  I,  1655,  died  Xov.  5,  1724,  married  Nathaniel 
Stone;  John,  born  Nov.  9,  1656,  died  Aug.  16, 
1669;  Hannah,  born  Nov.  6,  1658.  married  Stephen 
Bishop:  Deborah,  born  in  1660.  died  Dec.  4,  1692, 
married  John  Spinning:  Daniel,  born  Dec.  14,  1665, 
died  Nov.  14,  1747,  married  Sarah  Meggs ;  Abra- 
ham, sketch  of  whom  follows. 

Abraham  Bartlett.  bom  Feb.  19,  1667.  in  Guil- 
ford, died  Feb.  20,  1731.  On  June  11,  1693,  fi"^ 
married  Mary  Warner,  born  in  April,  1664,  who 
died  \[ay  25,  1738,  and  they  had  children  :  :\Iary, 
l)orn  May  18,  1694,  died  June  9,  1755;  Abraham, 
born  ^farch  4,  1698,  died  Jan.  13.  1764:  Joseph, 
sketch  of  whom  follows;  Timothy,  born  March  15. 
1702,  died  Dec.  i,  1773,  married  Susanna  Crutten- 
den ;  Ebenezer.  born  Nov.  6,  1704,  died  Oct.  19, 
i777- 

Capt.  Jo.^enh  Bartlett,  born  in  Guilford  Oct.  24, 
1699,   died  Aug.   29,    1769.     On   June  9,    1726,   he 


married  Mindwell  Cruttenden,  born  in  1706,  died 
Sept.  24,  1769.  Children:  Joseph,  sketch  of  whom 
follows  ;  Alindwell,  born  May  17,  1730,  died  Nov. 
3,  1808,  married  Samuel  Chittenden ;  Abraham, 
born  Jan.  12,  1734,  married  Submit  Everts;  Ruth, 
Ixirn  in  October,  1735,  di^'d  Dec.  21.  1831,  married 
Miles  Griswold  ;  Samuel,  born  Feb.  10,  1742,  mar- 
ried Abigail  Ingraham. 

Joseph  Bartlett,  born  Sept.  8,  1727,  died  July 
22,  1812,  in  Guilford.  On  Dec.  30,  1756,  he  mar- 
ried Sarah  Cruttenden,  born  Feb.  2,  1735,  died  June 
13,  i8i8.  Children:  Joseph,  born  Nov.  8,  1757, 
died  Aug.  2t„  1787;  Sarah,  born  Oct.  21,  1762,  died 
Feb.  5,  1773;  Amos,  born  June  23,  1764,  died  July 
12,  1836,  married  Anna  Dudley:  Noah,  sketch  ot 
whom  follows ;  Hannah,  born  Sept.  4,  1778,  died 
March  14,  1858,  married  Timothy  Dudley. 

Noah  Bartlett,  bom  Aug.  2j,  1766,  died  Jan.  17, 
1837.  On  June  23,  1796,  he  married  Sally  Judson, 
born  Nov.  27,  1775,  died  Jan.  25,  1867.  Children: 
Joseph,  sketch  of  whom  follows ;  Sally,  born  Nov. 
20.  1799,  died  July  21,  1866,  married  Horace  iNIun- 
ger;  Polly,  born  Nov.  20,  iSoi,  died  Nov.  14,  1876, 
married  Joel  Griswold,  of  Guilford. 

Joseph  Bartlett,  father  of  Mrs.  Weld,  born  July 
24,  1797,  was  one  of  the  leading  business  men  of 
Guilford  in  his  day,  keeping  store  at  East  River, 
and  also  conducting  a  hotel  at  that  place,  where  he 
spent  his  life.  He  owned  vessels,  in  which  he 
shipped  his  produce  to  New  York  and  other  mar- 
kets, and  was  also  a  large  land  owner  and  dealer  in 
stock.  In  the  management  of  his  various  interests 
he  became  widely  known,  and  his  reputation  was 
untarnished  by  any  doubts  as  to  his  uprightness 
and  integrity.  During  his  busy  career  he  accumu- 
lated a  comfortable  competence,  and  he  was  regard- 
ed as  one  of  the  substantial  men  of  his  locality.  Mr. 
Bartlett  passed  away  Jan.  5,  18^14,  at  East  River, 
and  his  remains  rest  in  the  East  cemetery.  He  at- 
tended the  Congregational  Church,  and  in  politics 
was  firsd:  a  Whig,  later  a  Republican. 

On  March  15,  1827,  Mr.  Bartlett  married  Mary 
Ann  Cruttenden,  w-ho  was  born  May  21,  1798, 
daughter  of  Bela  Cruttenden,  and  died  Aug.  15, 
1876.  One  child  blessed  their  union,  Sarah  Judson, 
who  is  now  the  widow  of  George  L.  Weld. 

HON.  SAMUEL  H.  CHITTENDEN,  at  pres- 
ent serving  in  the  Connecticut  State  Senate  from 
the  Sixth  District,  is  a  native  of  New  Haven  county, 
bom  Nov.  18.  1845.  on  the  old  Chittenden  home- 
stead at  East  River,  in  the  town  of  Madison.  He 
is  a  descendant  of  ( I )  William  Chittenden,  one  of 
the  original  settlers  of  Guilford,  who  came  to  the 
town  in  1639.  and  was  prominent  in  public  aft'airs. 
serving  as  magistrate  of  the  Plantation  and  deputy 
to  the  General  Court  until  his  deatli. 

(II)  Sergt.  John  Chittenden,  fourth  child  of 
William,  was  born  in  1643,  and  die  I  in  Guilford  in 
April,  1716.  On  Dec.  12,  i6C^^.  he  married  Hannah 
Fletcher,  daughter  of  John  Fletcher,  and  they  had 
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six  children:  John,  born  Oct.  19,  1666;  EHzabeth, 
Jan.  26,  1670  (she  married  Thomas  CruttondenJ  ; 
Joseph,  Marcii  20,  1672  (married  Mary  Kimbcrlyj  ; 
Gideon,  Sept.  2t„  1678,  died  1O79;  -^bel,  May  14, 
1681  (marrietl  JJeborah  Scranton);  L}(:Ha,  Aiarch 
30,  1684  (married  William  Hallj. 

(III)  John  Chittenden,  son  of  Sergt.  John,  born 
Oct.  19,  1666,  dieil  in  February,  1710.  On  March 
13,  1701,  he  married  Sarah  Clay,  who  was  born 
March  5,  1074,  and  died  April  5,  1717.  Her  par- 
ents, Joseph  and  Mary  (Lord)  Clay,  were  of  Guil- 
ford and  Saybrook,  Conn.,  respectively.  Two  chil- 
dren were  born  of  this  union:  John,  June  8,  1702 
(married  Bathsheba  Cruttenden)  ;  and  Samuel, 
Aug.   16,   1704. 

(IV)  Samuel  Chittenden,  son  of  John,  born 
Aug.  16,  1704,  married  Nov.  7,  172(3,  Susanna 
Bishop,  who  was  born  Jan.  12,  1704,  daughter  of 
Samuel  and  Abigail  (Wetmore)  Bishop,  and  died 
Nov.  8,  1747.  C)n  Sept.  8,  1748,  he  married  Mrs. 
Phyllis  (Burgis)  Johnson,  widow  of  Nathaniel 
Johnson,  and  daughter  of  Thomas  and  Mercy 
(Wright)  Burgis.  She  was  born  Alarch  i,  1716, 
and  died  Oct.  12,  1760,  and  on  Jan.  13,  1762,  ^Ir. 
Chittenden  married  Hulda  Fowler,  who  was  born 
March  6,  1723,  daughter  of  Ebenezer  and  Elizabeth 
(Starr)  Fowler,  and  died  Nov.  17,  1820,  at  the  ripe 
age  of  nearly  ninety-eight  years.  The  children  of 
Samuel  Chittenden  were :  Samuel,  born  Nov.  2, 
1727  (married  Mindwell  Bartlett)  ;  Nathaniel,  Aug. 
I,  1730  (died  1730)  ;  Nathaniel  (2),  June  2,  1732; 
Susannah.  June  2,  1832  (married  John  Crampton)  ; 
Noah,  July  31,  1734  (married  Elizabeth  Cramp- 
ton)  :  Sarah,  July  9,  1739  (married  ]\liles  Gris- 
wold)  ;  Benjamin,  mentioned  below. 

(V)  Benjamin  Chittenden,  son  of  Samuel,  bom 
Nov.  23,  1749,  spent  his  life  in  Guilford,  and  died 
Sept.  I,  1820.  On  Jan.  16,  1777,  he  married  Mabel 
Dudley,  who  was  born  Nov.  22,  1751,  daughter  of 
Thomas  and  Abigail  (Seward)  Dudley,  and  died 
Feb.  II,  1795.  They  had  two  children:  Samuel, 
born  Nov.  12,  1777:  and  Joel,  bom  Nov.  13,  1785, 
who  married  Sallv  Carter.  For  his  second  wife 
Benjamin  Chittenden  married,  Feb.  10,  1796,  Lucy 
Fowler,  who  died  June  9,  1835,  aged  seventy-three 
years. 

(VI)  Samuel  Chittenden,  son  of  Benjamin,  bom 
Nov.  12,  1777,  was  a  farmer  and  land  owner,  and 
spent  his  life  in  the  town  of  Madison,  dying  Feb. 
23,  1846.  On  March  31.  1803,  he  married  Lauranda 
Collins,  born  Dec.  22,  1774,  daughter  of  Joel  and 
Bethya  (Hall)  Collins,  the  former  of  Guilford,  the 
latter  of  Wallingford.  Conn.  This  wife  died  July 
3,  1805.  and  in  1808  he  married  Amanda  Kelsey, 
who  was  a  daughter  of  Preston  and  Clarissa 
(Graves)  Kelsey.  of  East  Guilford,  and  passed  away 
Oct.  22,  1811,  at  the  earlv  age  of  twentv-four  years. 
In  April,  1813.  Mr.  Chittenden  wedded  Sally  War- 
ner, who  was  born  Julv  14,  1790,  daughter  of  Chap- 
man Warner,  of  Hadlyme.  Conn.,  and  died  Feb.  9, 
"1864.     He  was  the  father  of  seven  children :    Lau- 


randa C,  born  ]May  19,  1809,  niarried  Timothy  H. 
Lee;  Samuel  Conklin,  born  Sept.  22,  i8n,  is  men- 
tioned below;  Henry  A.,  born  May  31,  1814,  died 
Dec.  25,  1834;  Hosmer  Ely,  born  Feb.  10,  i8i6, 
was  lost  at  sea  Oct.  6,  1844,  on  the  brig  "Ocean;" 
Chapman  \V.,  born  Dec.  27,  1818,  died  Dec.  28, 
1880;  William  F.  was  born  Aug.  i,  1825;  and  John 
Newton,  born  Dec.  25,  1827,  married  Elizabeth 
Cruttenden. 

(VII)  Samuel  Conklin  Chittenden,  father  of  the 
gentleman  whose  name  introduces  tliis  sketch,  was 
born  Sept.  22,  iSii,  on  the  homestead,  and  was  for 
many  years  extensively  engaged  in  the  lumber  busi- 
ness at  East  River,  embarking  in  that  industry  be- 
fore the  building  of  the  New  Haven  &  New  London 
ra.lroad,  of  which  he  was  one  of  the  original  pro- 
jectors and  stockholders.  During  the  early  years 
his  lumber  was  brought  in  sailing  vessels  from 
Maine  and  Albany.  He  also  engaged  in  the  manu- 
facture of  sash  and  blinds,  in  which  line  he  was 
quite  successful,  and  he  was  ever  regarded  as  one 
of  the  prosperous,  substantial  citizens  of  his  town, 
continuing  to  reside  on  the  old  family  homestead  at 
East  River,  where  his  widow  still  makes  her  home. 
On  Feb.  8,  1843,  ^It"-  Chittenden  married  Miss 
Amanda  A.  Alunger.  born  Nov.  27.  1813,  daughter 
of  George  and  Parnel  (Kelsey)  Munger,  and  chil- 
dren were  born  to  this  union  as  follows :  Samuel 
H.,  Nov.  18,  1845:  Clarissa,  March  i,  1848  (died 
]\Iarch  3,  1848)  ;  George  Benjamin.  Dec.  25,  1849. 
The  last  named  was  married  Dec.  25,  1876,  to  Miss 
Ella  Spencer  Delano,  who  was  born  in  1857  in 
Washington,  D.  C,  and  they  have  had  three  chil- 
dren :  Alyra  D.,  born  Feb.  2.  1879:  Horace  W., 
bom  Aug.  25,  1880;  and  Alarjorie  L.  Samuel  C. 
Chittenden  passed  a\va\-  Dec.  3,  1886.  at  his  home 
in  East  River.  Ori,ginallv  a  Whig  in  politics,  he 
finally  united  with  the  Republican  party,  but  he 
was  never  an  office  seeker.  In  religious  connection 
he  was  a  Congregationalist.  and  his  widow  is  also 
a  member  of  that  church,  being-  a  devout  Christian. 
She  is  a  ladv  of  culture  and  intelligence,  and  enjoys 
the  unbounded  esteein  of  all  who  know  her. 

Samuel  H.  Chittenden  was  re?  red  in  the  town 
I  of  his  birth,  and  after  acquiring  his  rudimentary 
I  education  in  the  public  schools  fitted  for  college  at 
.  Guilford  Institute  and  Lee's  Academy.  Madison. 
In  1867  he  graduated  from  the  Sheffield  Scientific 
School  of  Yale,  and  a  few  years  later  took  an  addi- 
tional course,  receiving  the  second  degree  of  C.  E. 
In  February,  1868,  under  the  patronage  of  Cor- 
nelius S.  Bushnell.  then  a  director  of  the  Union 
Pacific  railroad,  he  was  given  an  opportunity  to 
commence  work  at  his  profession,  becoming  a  civil 
engineer  on  that  road.  At  that  time  the  end  of 
their  track  was  only  a  few  miles  west  of  Cheyenne. 
Mr.  Chittenden,  joining  the  field  party  of  Maj.  Law- 
rence, traveled  from  the  end  of  the  track  with 
freight  wagons  through  the  Indian  country,  the 
party  having  an  escort  of  I'nited  States  cavalry,  and 
commenced    work   on   location   through   the    Bitter 
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Creek  section,  later  moving  west  to  Echo  Canon  and 
tlie  location  over  the  Wahsatch  Summit.  During 
iH'vS  and  i86g  the  road  was  built  and  running  to  a 
coiniection  with  the  Central  Pacific  road  west  of 
Salt  Lake  City,  and  some  unprecedentedly  rapid 
work  was  done,  especially  in  grading  and  track  lay- 
ing. Mr.  Chittenden  continued  with  the  road,  doing 
general  engineer  work,  until  1876.  after  which,  for 
about  a  year,  he  was  engaged  on  the  Ouinnipiac 
bridge,  at  Fair  Haven,  Conn.  His  next  work  was 
in  Alabama,  on  the  Mussel  Shoals  improvement  of 
the  Tennessee  river  and  Coosa  river,  in  Georgia,  as 
assistant  engineer  under  Maj.  W.  R.  Ring,  of  the 
United  States  Engineers.  Between  1880  and  1S90 
he  was  engaged  with  his  brother,  George  B.  Chitten- 
den, in  mining  in  Arizona  and  New  Mexico,  and  in 
general  engineering  and  contracting  in  Washing- 
ton, D.  C,  and  among  other  undertakings  we  may 
mention  the  enlarged  dam  across  the  Potomac  river, 
at  Great  Falls,  to  increase  the  water  supply  of  the 
city,  which  he  built. 

In  1890  Mr.  Chittenden  retired  from  his  pro- 
fession, and  he  has  since  lived  in  comparative  retire- 
ment at  his  old  home  in  New  Haven  county,  where 
he  has  taken  an  active  part  in  local  interests.  The 
year  of  his  return  he  was  elected  clerk  of  the  town 
of  Madison,  in  which  office  he  has  ever  since  served, 
and  he  is  also  judge  of  probate,  discharging  the 
duties  of  both  offices  with  a  satisfaction  which  has 
fully  warranted  the  confidence  placed  in  him  by  his 
fellow  citizens.  In  1898  he  was  further  honored  by 
election  to  the  State  Senate,  on  the  Republican 
ticket,  and  he  has  since  served  in  that  responsible 
incumbency  with  becoming  dignity,  displaying  a 
high  sense  of  duty  in  the  performance  of  the  duties 
connected  therewith.  He  has  been  the  efficient  chair- 
man of  the  committees  on  Humane  Institutions  and 
New  Counties  and  County  Seats,  and  has  won  the 
universal  respect  of  his  colleagues  by  his  integrity 
and  uprightness.  ]\Ir.  Chittenden's  call  to  public 
service  from  the  time  of  his  return  to  his  native 
place  is  sufficient  evidence  of  the  affectionate  esteem 
in  which  he  is  held  by  his  fellow  citizens,  and  he  is 
a  worthv  representative  of  one  of  the  oldest  families 
in  the  State,  one  whose  members  have  ever  been 
loyal  to  the  best  interests  of  the  Commonwealth. 
Senator  Chittenden  is  unmarried.  He  has  been  a 
member  of  the  American  Society  of  Civil  Engineers 
since   1876. 

EDWARD  A.  THOMSON,  justice  of  the 
peace  and  postmaster  at  Brooksvale.  has  for  several 
years  been  prominently  identified  with  the  business 
and  agricultural  interests  of  Cheshire,  as  well  as  the 
political  aft'airs  of  that  town.  In  connection  with 
the  operation  of  his  farm  he  is  engaged  in  merchan- 
dising, and  in  all  his  undertakings  has  met  with  a 
fair  degree  of  success. 

Mr.  Thomson  was  born  in  Stockbridge,  Mass., 
Aug.  22,  1836,  a  son  of  Henrv  Williams  and  Lvdia' 
Witter   (Button)   Thomson.   'The  father  was  also 


a  native  of  Massachusetts,  born  Dec.  4,  1805,  and 
was  a  tanner  by  trade.  He  also  taught  music.  He 
died  in  Stockbridge  Nov.  15,  1840,  and  his  wife  sub- 
sequently came  to  New  Haven,  Conn.,  where  she 
died  Alay  6,  1873.  In  their  family  were  six  children: 
Flenry  W.,  who  was  a  merchant,  died  in  New  Ha- 
ven; he  was  a  deacon  in  the  United  Church  on  the 
Green.  Sarah  Eliza  became  the  wife  of  Robert 
Bird,  of  Atlanta,  Ga.  David  W.,  a  member  of  the 
firm  of  Thomson  &  Co.,  safe  manufacturers,  died  in 
New  Haven.  Jeannie  died  in  the  same  city.  Ed- 
ward A.  is  our  suljject.  Giles  G.  was  a  partner  with 
his  brother  David  in  the  safe  manufacturing  com- 
pany of  New  Haven;  he  went  to  the  war  as  a  mem- 
ber of  the  New  Haven  Grays. 

At  the  age  of  six  years  Edward  Augustus  Thom- 
son accompanied  his  mother  on  her  removal  to  New 
Haven,  where  he  attended  the  public  schools  for 
a  time.  From  the  age  of  eight  until  he  was  seven- 
teen he  lived  in  the  town  of  ^lorris,  Litchfield 
county.  He  began  his  business  career  as  a  clerk 
with  the  firm  of  Thomson  Brothers,  grocers  and 
dealers  in  flour,  in  State  street.  New  Haven,  and 
in  1873  opened  a  feed  store  in  Grand  avenue,  where 
he  continued  in  business  alone  until  1880.  In  1884 
he  removed  to  Cheshire,  and  on  disposing  of  his 
store  in  New  Haven  purchased  a  part  of  the  Charles 
Brooks  farm,  which  he  now  cultivates.  He  is  an 
enterprising  and  progressive  business  man,  of 
known  reliability,  and  the  success  that  has  come  to 
him  has  been  worthily  achieved. 

On  Feb.  22,  1869,  in  New  Haven,  'Sir.  Thomson 
married   ^Nliss   Elizabeth  Lawton,   a  native  of  that 
city,    and    a    daughter    of    Thomas    and    Elizabeth 
(Goodwin)   Lawton.      Her    father,  who    was    also 
'  born  in  New  Haven,  was  editor  of  the  New  Haven 
Morning  Nczvs,  and  he  also  owned  a  brass  foundry 
in  State  street,  and  an  iron  foundry  in  Grand  ave- 
nue, manufacturing  car  wheels.     He  died  in  New 
Haven  and  his  wife  is  still  living.     By  this  union 
Mr.  Thomson  had  four  children,  namely:     Eliza- 
beth, wife  of  John   Seymour  Dolph,  a  resident  of 
'  North  Guilford ;  Jane  B.,  wife  of  Cornell  Green,  -of 
South  Willington,  Conn. ;  Edward  A.,  deceased  ;and 
George  W.,   a   resident   of   Hamden,    New   Haven 
countv.    For  his  second  wife  Mr.  Thomson  married 
Miss  Mary  Eliza  Allen,  also  a  native  of  New  Ha- 
ven, by  whom  he  has  one  son,  Edward  Allen.    Mrs. 
j  Thomson's  parents  were     Ebenezer     and     Martha 
!   (Bunnell)    Allen,    the    former    born    in    A'ermont 
March  17,  1805,  the  latter  in  New  Haven  March  i, 
1806.     They  were  married    in    Fair    Haven,    this 
county,   April    19,    1826,   and   made  their  home   in 
New  Haven,  where  the  mother  died  June  5.   1887, 
the  father  June  5,  1893,  in  Pierpont  street.     By  oc- 
'  cupation  he  was  a  joiner  and  ship  carpenter.     He 
'  was  one  of  the  oldest  and  best  known  Freemasons 
■  in  the  State,   being  a  charter  member  of   Pulaski 
.  Chapter  and  Crawford  Council,  and  generalissimo 
of  New  Haven  Commandery,  K.  T.     To  him  and 
his  wife  were  born  eleven  children,  namely:  Henry, 
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born  Feb.  ii,  1827,  was  in  the  United  States  navy, 
and  died  Jan.  i,  1869;  Lavina  died  in  infancy ;  Sher- 
man, born  Sept.  8,  1830,  died  Sept.  13,  1830;  Sarah. 
born  May  i,  1832,  died  May  7,  1832;  Xoah  L..  l)orn 
Aug.  14,  1833,  was  also  in  the  navy,  and  now  resides 
in  New  Haven;  Oliver  B.,  born  Jan.  8,  1837.  en- 
listed at  New  Haven  in  the  9th  Conn.  \'.  I.  during 
the  Civil  war,  remained  in  the  service  until  its  close, 
and  died  Sept.  24,  1887;  Ebenezer  G..  born  Feb.  2~, 
1840,  was  a  lieutenant  of  Company  K,  loth  Conn. 
V.  I., during  the  Civil  war,  and  died  March  18.  18A5. 
from  disease  contracted  in  the  service ;  Martha,  born 
Aug.  31,  1843,  is  now  Mrs.  Starkweather,  of  Mans- 
field, Conn.;  George  B.,  born  Jan.  i,  1847,  I'^'^s  in 
Boston;  Ellen  J.,  born  Nov.  21,  1849,  niakes  her 
home  in  New  Haven ;  and  Mary  E.,  born  Aug.  5, 
1853,  is  the  wife  of  Mr.  Thomson. 

Both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Thomson  are  members  of 
the  Episcopal  Church  of  New  Haven.  They  are 
quite  prominent  socially  in  the  town  where  the>'  now 
reside.  As  a  Republican  he  has  always  taken  an 
active  interest  in  political  attairs,  and  is  now  serving 
his  second  term  as  a  justice  of  the  peace,  and  his 
sixth  year  as  postmaster  at  Brooksvale.  He  is  thor- 
oughly impartial  in  meting  out  justice,  and  has 
proved  a  most  trustworthy  and  capable  official. 

JAMES  AVERY  DAMS.  The  Davis  family 
of  Hamden,  New  Haven  county,  at  the  head  of 
which  was  the  late  Edward  Davis,  whose  two  sons, 
William  E.  and  James  A.,  constitute  the  extensive 
brick  manufacturing  tirm  of  \V.  E.  Davis  &  Co.,  of 
New  Haven,  is  a  branch  of  the  old  Davis  fam- 
ily, of  Willington,  Connecticut. 

From  Avery  Davis,  a  prosperous  farmer  of  Staf- 
ford, a  native  of  the  town  of  Willington,  Tolland 
county,  and  a  son  of  Avery  Davis,  came  the  mem- 
bers of  that  family  in  Stafford,  Hamden  and  New- 
Haven.  Avery  Davis  married  Hannah  Tyler,  a 
daughter  of  Deacon  Samuel  Lyon,  of  the  same 
town,  and  their  children  were:  Charles,  Eliza, 
Mary,  Edward,  William,  Samuel  (sketch  of  whom 
appears  elsewhere)  and  John.  Avery  Davis  passed 
his  life  in  agricultural  pursuits  in  Stafford,  and 
there  died  at  the  age  of  seventy-eight  years.  His 
youngest  son,  John,  was  born  in  1826,  and  married 
Amelia,  daughter  of  Joseph  Allen,  of  Ellington. 
He  settled  in  Rockville,  where  he  became  a  large 
holder  of  real  estate,  over  which  that  city  later 
spread,  making  him  wealthy.  Davis  avenue  there  ' 
was  named  lor  him.  The  old  Davis  homestead  at 
i  Stafford  finally  fell  into  his  hands,  and  he  long 
;  occupied  it,  engaged  in  farming.  He  died  in  Janu- 
'    ary,  1899,  in  Rockville,  where  he  lived  the  most  of 

his  life. 
1  Edward  Davis,  son  of  Avery,  and  the  father  of 

William  E.,  James  A.  and  Burton  A.,  was  born  in 
1818  in  Stafford,  and  in  1837  established  himself  on   : 
a  farm  in  Hamden,  coming  to  that  town  with  his 
brother,  Samuel.      By  his  upright  life  and  exemp- 
lary habits  he  won  the  profound  respect  of  the  com- 


munity. He  was  selectman  ef  the  town  and  asses- 
sor, and  also  filled  other  positions  of  trust  and  re- 
sponsibility. In  1841  he  was  married  to  Betsy 
M.  Augur,  daughter  of  James  and  Almyra  (Fordj 
Augur,  and  a  member  of  an  old  New  England 
family.  She  was  born  in  Wiiitneyville,  and  spent 
her  life  in  that  part  of  Hamden.  She  earlv  iden- 
ti^fied  herself  with  the  Whitneyville  Congregational 
Church,  and  always  took  a  deep  interest" in  "its  wel- 
fare, and  lived  a  busy,  useful  life,  but  one  which  al- 
ways seemed  serene  and  peaceful.  In  her  later 
years  she  became,  indeed,  "a  mother  in  Israel." 
She  was  a  constant  reader  and  deep  thinker,  the 
subject  of  temperance  and  missions  being  of  special 
interest  to  her.  Thoroughly  good  and  lovable,  she 
left  to  her  children  a  legacy  of  precious  memories. 
Her  death  occurred  Aug.  16,  1889,  and  she  was 
buried  in  the  Whitneyville  cemetery  by  the  side  of 
her  husband.  Children  as  follows  were  born  to 
their  union:  (i)  James  A.,  born  Jime  6,  1844,  in 
the  town  of  Hamden,  is  mentioned  farther  on.  (2) 
Betsy  Alaria,  born  April  12,  1846,  is  the  wife  of 
George  W.  Ives,  of  Hamden,  by  whom  she  had 
two  children,  Alfred  and  Lucy,  the  latter  deceased. 
(3)  William  E.,  born  in  1848,  married  Sophia 
Tamblingson,  and  has  three  children,  William  Ed- 
ward, Jr.,  Jessie  and  Harold  3.1.  (4)  Carrie  M., 
born  in  i860,  died  at  the  age  of  sixteen  years; 
she  was  attending  the  New  Haven  high  school  at 
the  time  of  her  decease.  (5)  Burton  A.,  born 
Sept.  15,  1862,  married  Martha  E.  Augtir,  and  has 
one  daughter,  Marjorie,  and  one  son,  Minett.  (6j 
Myra  L..  born  in  1865,  married  William  T.  Burton, 
of  Hamden,  and  died  Feb.  i,  1901.  She  was  the 
mother  of  John  Edward,  Ralph  William  and  Don- 
ald  Hepburn. 

After  his  marriage  Edward  Davis  located  on 
the  farm  where  his  son.  Burton  A.,  now  lives.  Al- 
though he  began  life  a  poor  boy,  with  only  a 
common-schooi  education,  he  prospered  in  his  un- 
dertakings, as  he  was  industrious,  enterprising  and 
energetic,  and  he  became  a  large  land  owner  and 
extensive  farmer.  In  fact,  he  was  one  of  the  suc- 
cessful men  of  Hamden  in  his  day.  During  the 
latter  years  of  his  life  he  devoted  his  attention 
to  the  dairy  business.  He  was  a  man  of  good 
common  sense  and  sound  judgment.  When  he  be- 
gan life  his  capital  consisted  only  of  energy  and 
business  tact,  which  latter  trait  was  apparent  from 
his  youth.  He  was  a  disciplinarian,  and  his  man- 
agement of  his  affairs,  public  or  private,  was  such  as 
to  secure  the  best  results,  for  though  stern  in  some 
respects,  he  could  be  indulgent,  and  was  a  good 
judge  of  human  nature.  Mr.  Davis  was  well  known 
and  his  acquaintance  included  many  of  the  prom- 
inent men  in  the  business  and  financial  circles  ^f 
New  Haven.  He  reared  an  excellent  family,  to 
whom  he  left  not  only  a  comfortable  competence, 
but  a  name  which  can  be  pointed  to  with  pride. 
His  tastes  were  domestic,  and  his  heart  always 
in  his  home  and   family,  and  he  never  sought  or 
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cared  for  political  preferment,  takirg  an  interest  in 
politics  solely  as  a  public-spirited  citizen.  He  con- 
tributed liberally  to  the  support  of  the  Whitneyville 
Congregational  Church,  of  \.hich  he  was  a  leading 
member. ' 

James  A.  Davis  was  reared  on  the  farm,  and 
spent  his  boyhood  and  early  youth  after  the  fashion 
of  the  times,  helping  in  the  farm  work  during  the 
season,  and  attending  school  during  the  winter. 
His  schooling  was  terminated  by  a  course  of  study 
in  the  private  school  kept  by  Prof.  Edwin  Robbins, 
in  State  street,  New  Haven.  In  1872  he  became  a 
resident  of  New  Haven,  and  engaged  in  con- 
tract work  for  private  parties  as  well  as  for  the 
improvement  of  the  city.  After  a  very  few  years, 
in  company  with  his  brother,  William  E.,  and  Will- 
iam J.  Atwater,  he  established  the  Xew  Haven  Con- 
crete Co.,  and  for  some  years  i;ressed  the  busin(;ss 
vigorously.  In  1882  the  two  brothers  established 
the  business  of  the  present  firm  of  William  E. 
Davis  &  Co.,  beginning  the  manufacture  of  brick- 
in  the  town  of  Hamden,  with  an  office  in  Orange 
street,  New  Haven.  Since  that  time  these  gentle- 
men, through  their  energy,  industry  and  ability. 
have  secured  an  extensive  patronage  throughout 
this  part  of  the  State.  They  have  a  large  and  mod- 
ern plant,  where  they  make  building,  face  and 
moulded  brick. 

I'or  ten  years,  beginning  with  1877,  James  A 
Davis  leased  and  operated  the  Whitney  avenue 
horse  car  line.  When  he  took  charge  he  found  that 
it  had,  in  four  years  of  operation,  run  behind  S7.200. 
but  under  his  management  it  was  soon  put  upon  a 
paying  -basis  and  soon  yielded  handsome  returns. 
For  a  period  in  the  eighties  he  was  a  member  of 
the  firm  of  C.  B.  &  J.  A.  Davis,  of  Holyoke,  which 
had  a  general  contracting  business.  He  is  also 
one  of  the  proprietors  of  the  large  horse  boarding 
and  sales  stables,  in  Holyoke,  ^lass.,  of  which  C. 
B.  Davis  is  the  manager,  and  the  active  member  of 
the  firm. 

Mr.  Davis  in  his  political  views  is  a  loyal  Re- 
publican, but  in  local  matters  he  selects  the  best 
men.  He  has  never  sought  office.  He  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Union  League  Club,  of  New  Haven. 
Mr.  Davis  has  many  of  the  characteristics  of  his 
honored  father,  with  whom  he  was  very  closely 
associated.  He  is  a  plain-going,  out-spoken  man. 
easily  understood,  detesting  deception  of  any  kind. 
He  attends  closely  to  business,  yet  has  enjoyed  manv 
pleasure  trips  to  the  South  and  elsewhere  with  his 
wife,  and  has  not  lived  a  life  of  self  denial.  In 
disposition  jovial  and  self-reliant,  he  is  one  of  the 
best  known  men  in  and  around  Xew  Haven. 

Mr.  Davis  was  married,  Jan.  6,  1875,  to  Sarah 
Emma  Parks,  of  Bridgeport,  Conn.,  and  four  chil- 
dren were  born  to  them:  Tames  E.  (who  died  in 
infancy),  Emma.  Helen  and  Howard.  Airs.  Davis 
died  Xov.  26.  1896,  and  Mr.  Davis  was  married. 
Dec.  29.  1898,  to  Mrs.  Lizzie  G.  (Dickerman) 
Dutton,  a  native  of  Hamden,  and  daughter  of  Al- 
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bert  and  Jeanctte  (Andrews)  Dickerman,  coming 
from  one  of  tiie  oldest  and  most  numerous  families 
of  Hamden.  Mr.  Davis  has  a  most  comfortable 
home  in  Orange  street.  Xew  Haven.  In  religion 
he  is  a  Congregationalist,  holding  membership  in 
the  Whitneyville  Church. 

CHARLES  H.  BROXSOX  is  a  native  of  Wat- 
erbury,  born  Oct.  5,  1835,  a  son  of  Julius  G.  and 
Julia  (Xewton)   Bronson. 

Ebenezer  Bronson,  the  great-grandfather  of  our 
subject,  located  in  Waterbury,  in  pioneer  times,  and 
became  the  owner  of  a  large  tract  of  land  in  what 
is  now  the  city  itself.  He  was  a  life-long  farmer. 
Amasa  Bronson.  the  grandfather  of  Charles  H..  was 
born  in  Waterbury  in  1765,  and  died  in  1866  at 
the  age  of  loi  years,  never  having  had  a  sick  day. 
At  the  time  of  his  death  he  was  the  oldest  man  in 
the  State.  He  was  a  wealthy  farmer  and  owned  a 
large  amount  of  real  estate  in  Waterbury,  compris- 
ing practically  all  of  the  western  portion  of  the 
town.  During  the  Revolutionary  war  he  enlisted  in 
the  army,  but  peace  was  declared  before  he  had  an 
opportunity  for  active  service.  He  and  his  wife, 
Sarah  (Frost)  Bronson,  who  lived  to  the  age  of 
ninety-four  years,  were  members  of  the  Episcoprd 
Church,  and  very  regular  attendants.  They  had  a, 
family  of  seven  children,  all  now  deceased. 

Julius  G.  Bronson  was  born  and  reared  in  Water- 
bury. and  engaged  in  farming  upon  a  part  of  the 
old  homestead.  In  public  attairs  he  was  also  prom- 
inent, holding  various  offices,  and  he  died  at  the 
comparatively  early  age  of  fifty-seven.  He  was  a 
selectman  of  the  town  at  one  time,  and  was  a  lieuten- 
ant in  the  State  Militia.  For  many  years  he  was  a 
leading  member  of  St.  John's  Church.  His  wife, 
Julia  Xewton,  was  born  in  Waterbury,  and  died  in 
1841.  aged  thirty-five.  She  was  one  of  five  children 
of  Xathan  X'ewton,  who  died  at  forty-three,  and 
his  wife,  who  died  at  ninety-two  years  of  age. 
Charles  H.  Bronson  is  one  of  a  family  of  four  chil- 
dren, the  others  being  as  follows:  Plenry  and  Du- 
rand  both  died  young;  Samuel  M.  lives  in  Hartford, 
and    mention    of    him    will  be    found     elsewhere. 

Charles  H.  Bronson  received  his  education  in 
country  schools  near  Waterbury.  and  when  fifteen 
years  old  went  to  Woodbury.  Conn. .where  he  entered 
the  employ  of  the  American  Shear  Co.,  with  whom 
he  remained  some  six  years :  then  returned  to  Wat- 
erbury, and  worked  for  the  Wheeler  &  Wilson  Co.. 
one  year,  after  which  he  was  engaged  as  follows : 
For  two  years,  along  with  his  brother  Samuel  M.. 
he  operated  a  gristmill  at  Oakville.  Conn. ;  next  was 
with  the  Adams  Express  Co.  (Waterbury)  three 
years :  then  three  years  with  J.  S.  Castle,  manufac- 
turer of  soda  water,  etc. ;  after  this  he  was  in  the 
employ  of  the  Holmes  Booth  &  Havdens  Mfg.  Co. 
sixteen  years ;  then  was  proprietor  of  a  meat  market 
about  eighteen  months;  after  which,  along  with  hi> 
son  Frank  M..  he  was  engaged  in  the  feed  business 
seven  years.     In    1893   Mr.   Bronson   became   con- 
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nected  with  the  Waterbury  Hospital  as  superintend- 
ent of  the  grounds,  which  position  he  now  holds. 

On  June  4,  1857,  Mr.  Bronson  married  Helen 
M.  Ovictte.  of  New  Milford,  who  died  March  25. 
1858,  aged"  twenty-one  years,  the  mother  of  one  child 
that  died  in  infanc}'.  On  Oct.  12,  1859,  Air.  Bron- 
son wedded  Mary  E.  Roberts,  who  was  born  in 
Wakefield,  X.  H.,  a  daughter  of  Simon  and  Esther 
(Nason)  Roberts,  also  natives  of  New  Hampshire. 
Mrs.  Bronson  was  eleven  years  old  when  she  came 
to  Connecticut.  To  our  subject  and  his  wife  were 
born  si.x  children,  as  follows:  Ellen,  Frank  M., 
Carrie,  George,  Arthur  and  May.  Of  these,  Ellen 
died  in  infancy,  George  when  aged  three  years : 
P'rank  M.  and  Arthur  are  mechanics  in  Waterbury ; 
Carrie  is  the  wife  of  Reuben  T.  Brewer,  of  Water- 
bury;  May  is  the  wife  of  Benjamin  M.  Beebe.  en- 
gaged in  the  drug  business  in  Bridgeport,  Conn. 
In  religious  faith  the  Bronsons  have  always  been 
Baptists.  Fraternally  ]\Ir.  Bronson  is  a  member  of 
the  F.  &  A.  M. ;  in  politics  he  is  a  Republican. 

JUDGE  JOHN  B.  QUILLIXAX,  late  one  of 
Ansonia's  leading  citizens,  was  born  Dec.  25,  183 1, 
in  County  Tipperary,  Ireland,  where  his  family  has 
resided  for  generations.  They  were  people  of  cul- 
ture, and  our  subject's  grandfather,  John  Ouillinan, 
was  educated  in  Spain  before  settling  down  to  life 
as  a  farmer  at  the  old  home,  where  he  died  at  the 
age  of  sixty-six.  Our  subject's  grandmother,  whose 
maiden  name  was  Elizabeth  Dwyer,  was  born  in 
the  same  locality  and  died  at  the  advanced  age  of 
ninety-four,  leaving  a  large  family  of  children. 

John  Ouillinan  (2),  our  subject's  father,  was 
born  at  the  old  home  in  Ireland  and  was  educated 
in  France.  His  death  occurred  at  his  native  place 
at  the  age  of  thirty-six.  He  married  Miss  Johanna 
Buckley,  a  native  of  Ireland,  and  one  of  the  four 
children  of  James  Buckley,  a  well  known  merchant. 
She  lived  to  the  age  of  seventy-six  and  of  their  four 
children  one  is  still  living:  Elizabeth,  who  married 
James  Reilly.  The  family  have  always  been  con- 
nected with  the  Catholic  Church. 

The  Judge's  education  was  begun  in  private 
schools  in  Ireland  with  the  intention,  it  is  said,  of 
preparing  him  for  the  priesthood.  When  sixteen 
years  old  he  ran  away  and  came  to  America,  locating 
in  Connecticut  in  Xovember,  1847.  For  some  time 
he  worked  on  a  farm  in  Oxford,  and  in  August, 
1849,  he  came  to  Ansonia  to  work  in  a  brick  yard. 
At  the  end  of  the  season  he  returned  to  Oxford,  and 
for  several  years  he  followed  farming  and  brick- 
making,  alternately,  according  to  the  demand  for 
labor.  In  the  fall  of  185 1  he  went  to  Xew  Orleans, 
and  during  the  following  winter  he  set  type  in  the 
office  of  the  Point  Coupee  Echo,  published  in  Point 
Coupee  Parish,  La.  After  his  return  to  Connecticut 
in  May,  1852,  he  resumed  the  work  of  farming  and 
brickmaking,  but  his  strong  desire  for  better  educa- 
tion led  him  to  enter,  in  October,   1854,  the  Xew 


York  Conference  Seminary,  at  Charlotteville,  Scho- 
harie county,  X.  Y.,  a  celebrated  school  which  was 
well  patronized  by  the  people  of  Connecticut.  There 
he  had  as  classmates  many  of  the  noted  men  of  to- 
day, governors,  senators,  and  judges,  but  he  main- 
tained a  high  standing  a;no!ig  them.  At  the  end  of 
a  year  he  was  obliged  to  return  to  the  farm  to  re- 
plenish his  funds,  and  in  April,  1856,  he  entered 
Fairfield  Seminary,  in  Herkimer  county,  X.  Y. 
where  he  remained  three  years,  supporting  himself 
by  working  in  the  hay  fields  during  the  summer  va 
cations  and  teaching  in  winter.  In  April,  i860,  he 
went  to  Hamden,  Conn.,  to  engage  in  brickmaking, 
and  in  the  spring  of  1864  he  returned  to  Ansonia, 
where  he  rebuilt  an  old  and  disused  brick  yard  in 
Beaver  street.  In  October  of  that  year  he  went  to 
Demerara,  British  Guiana,  to  construct  a  brick  yard 
for  other  parties,  but  he  returned  in  the  following 
spring  to  his  interests  in  Ansonia  and  Derbv, 
which  afterward  occupied  his  attention.  C)n  re- 
tiring from  brickmaking  in  1867  he  engaged  in 
dairy  farming  and  in  the  wood  business,  and 
about  1870  he  built  the  first  ice  house  on  the 
site  now  occupied  by  the  Ansonia  Ice  Co.  He 
saw  the  growth  of  the  town  from  a  population  of 
1,300  to  13,000,  being  one  of  the  oldest  residents 
and  when  he  built  his  residence  on  Beaver  street 
near  the  present  ice  house  there  was  but  one 
house  near.  In  the  work  of  the  organization  and 
development  of  the  town  he  took  an  active  and  in- 
fluential part.  From  1867  he  was  almost  continu- 
ously in  office,  and  he  served  thirteen  years  as  clerk 
of  the  4th  school  district,  known  as  the  X'^orth  End, 
seven  years  as  burgess  of  the  borough,  three  years 
as  warden,  four  years  as  collector  of  taxes,  and  at 
diflferent  times  has  been  a  grand  juror.  In  1868  h 
was  elected  one  of  the  assessors  of  the  town  of 
Derby,  Sturges  Whitlock  and  the  late  Watrous 
Wakelee  being  the  others.  In  1876  he  was  elected 
judge  of  probate  for  the  district  of  Derby  for  the 
term  of  two  years,  and  in  1887  he  was  elected  first 
selectman  and  town  agent  for  the  old  town  of  Derby. 
He  had  a  legal  turn  of  mind  and  studied  law,  al- 
though he  never  applied  for  admission  at  the  Bar, 
and  for  a  great  many  years  he  held  the  office  of  jus- 
tice of  the  peace,  having  at  one  time  tried  most  of 
the  cases  arising  in  Ansonia,  both  civil  and  criminal. 
In  the  settlement  of  estates,  and  work  of  a  similar 
nature,  he  also  won  a  high  reputation.  He  took 
keen  interest  in  educational  affairs,  and  was  chair- 
man of  the  committee  that  built  the  present  high 
school  building,  one  of  the  finest  in  the  State.  The 
Judge  was  a  Democrat  until  1882,  when  he  found 
that  he  could  no  longer  act  with  a  party  advocating 
a  tariff  that  he  considered  practically  free  trade.  In 
1884  he  stumped  the  State  for  James  G.  Blaine 
speaking  thirty-one  times  during  the  campaign,  and 
he  was  ever  after  a  firm  supporter  of  the  principles 
of  the  Republican  party. 

In  1858  the  Judge  married  Miss  Betsy  Leek,  a 
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native  of  Hamdeii,  where  her  ancestors  were  pioneer 
.settlers.  Her  father.  .Michael  Leek,  who  lived  to  the 
aj^e  of  ninety,  was  a  farmer  by  occupation  and  spent 
!ns  life  iii  New  Haven  county  with  the  excrriioi'  01 
four  years'  residence  in  Michigan.  Her  mother, 
whose  maiden  name  was  Amanda  Sperry,  was  born 
m  Bethany,  and  lived  to  the  age  of  sixty-four.  Mrs. 
Ouillinan  was  one  of  a  family  of  three  children,  but 
she  is  now  the  only  survivor.  Three  children  were 
born  to  her  marriage  with  our  subject,  but  all  died 
in  infancy.  Socially  the  Judge  was  highly  esteemed. 
and  he  was  for  many  years  an  active  member  of  the 
Episcopal  Church  of  wliich  his  widow  is  also  a  com- 
municant.    His  death  occurred  Sept.  13,  1900. 

HEXRY  COTE,  of  Mi.xville.  is  an  important 
factor  in  the  business  circles  of  his  locality,  and  his 
popularity  in  Cheshire  is  well  deserved,  as  in  him 
are  embraced  the  characteristics  of  an  unbending  in- 
tegrity, unabated  industry  and  energ}'  that  never 
flags.  He  is  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  light 
hardware,  and  is  at  the  head  of  one  of  the  leading 
industries  of  the  town. 

Mr.  Cote  was. born  in  St.  Hyacinthe,  Canada,  in 
1833,  a  son  of  John  and  Cecelia  (Vincent)  Cote, 
also  natives  of  that  country.  The  father,  who  was 
a  joiner  by  trade,  was  accidentally  killed  in  his  na- 
tive land  Nov.  20,  1880.  Of  their  eleven  children 
only  five  are  now  living.  At  the  age  of  four  years 
Henry  Cote  was  taken  to  Vermont,  where  he  made 
his  home  until  coming  to  Cheshire,  at  the  age  of 
sixteen  years,  arriving  here  in  September,  1849. 
The  same  year  Mr.  Cote  entered  the  employ  of  John 
W.  Mix,  for  whom  he  worked  until  1876.  when  he 
became  a  member  of  the  firm  of  J.  W.  Mix  &  Co. 
The  building  which  formerly  occupied  the  site  of 
our  subject's  present  factory,  was  erected  by  Mr. 
j\lix  in  1849,  and  the  follow^ing  year  the  John  Mix 
Manufacturing  Co.  was  organized.  In  1876  the 
name  was  changed  to  the  J.  W.  Mix  &  Co.  Edge 
Tool  Co.,  the  members  of  the  firm  being  J.  W.  Mix, 
William  Bailey  and  Henry  Cote,  our  subject,  who 
carried  on  business  until  1884,  when  the  machinery 
was  sold  to  the  Peck,  Stow  &  Wilcox  Co.,  and 
moved  to  Southington,  Conn.  Mr.  Cote  continued 
to  own  the  building,  and  in  1891  he  re-opened  the 
shop  and  resumed  business,  but  finally,  in  1893 
leased  the  property  to  A.  T.  Bishop,  of  Southington. 
The  old  building  was  burned  Xov.  16,  1893,  and  the 
following  year  he  erected  the  one  he  now  occupies, 
a  good  frame  structure,  22x60  feet  in  dimensions. 
The  plant  is  equipped  with  good  new  machinery, 
and  employment  is  given  to  from  five  to  seven  men. 
manufacturing  all  kinds  of  light  hardware,  ferrules, 
bicycle  attachments,  knife  sharpeners,  etc.  During 
his  residence  here  Mr.  Cote  has  steadilv  prospered, 
and  besides  his  business  property,  he  owns  a  good 
farm  of  forty  acres  in  Cheshire,  devoting  a  part  of 
his  time  to  agriculture. 

On  Jan.  3,  1853,  Mr.  Cote  married  Miss  :\Iaria 


S.    Talmadge,    a    daughter   of   James   and    Svlvina 
(Russell)    Talmadge,  who  were  born  in  Cheshire, 
of   English   and    Irish   ancestry.      The    father   died 
there  in  1855,  the  mother  in  i8<)7.     The  other  chil- 
dren  of  their   family   were   Hannah,   who   married 
Reuben  Benham,  and  died  in  Birmingham,  Conn.,  in 
1881  :  and  Justus  and  Jesse,  twins,"both  of  whom 
I  died  in  1853,  the  former  Aug.  16,  and  the  latter  [uly 
17.      Mr.   and    Mrs.   Cote  have  had   four  children, 
i  three  of  whom  are  still  living:     Eddie,  who  is  mar- 
!  ried  and  resides  in  Waterbury,  Conn.;  Emma,  Mrs. 
,   Culver,  who  makes  her  home  in  Xew  Haven  ;  and 
j  Frederick,  married  and  living  in  Pittsburg,  Penn., 
I  where  he  is  superintendent  of  some  department  in 
I  the  employ  of  the  Pennsylvania  Railroad  Co.     For 
some  time  he  was  secretary  of  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  work 
in  Xew  Flaven ;  later  at  different  places  in  Xorth 
Carolina :  and  was  then  secretary  at  Bellefonte,  Pa., 
from  which   place  he  went  to   Pittsburg,   to   enter 
}  upon  his  present  duties. 

1  SILAS  XOEL  EDMOXDS,  now  living  a  re-' 
I  tired  life  in  Wallingford,  was  during  his  active  vears 
one  of  the  best  known  men  in  the  emplov  of  the 
New  York,  Xew  Haven  &  Hartford  Railroad,  and 
faithfully  served  the  company  for  fortv  vears  as 
station  agent  in  Wallingford.'  Belonging'  to  old 
Southern  stock,  he  possesses  the  genial  and  hospit- 
able spirit  to  be  expected  from  such  notable  ances- 
try. Mr.  Edmonds  was  born  in  the  town  of  West- 
moreland, Westmoreland  Co.,  Va.,  Feb.  23,  1828. 
The  Edmonds  family  is  of  English  origin,  and  in 
the  mother  country  its  various  members  were  prom- 
inent people,  and  held  important  positions  under 
the  Crown. 

Amos  Edmonds,  the  first  of  the  name  in  Amer- 
ica, was  a  native  of  Manchester,  England,  where  he 
was  high  sheriiT  under  the  king.  Coming  to  Amer- 
ica, he  located  in  Westmoreland  county,  Va.,  and  be- 
came a  large  landed  proprietor  and  an  extensive 
slave  owner. 

Vincent  Edmonds,  the  grandfather  of  Silas  N., 
was  a  planter  of  extensive  means,  and  was  overseer 
1  of  the  plantation  of  Gen.   Washington,  their  land 
adjoining.     Vincent  Edmonds  fought  in  the  Revo- 
lution in  the  regiment  which  was  under  command 
of  Gen.  Langdon.  and  was  an  officer  in  the  army. 
When  peace  returned  he  resumed  his  tranquil  life 
!  on  the  Westmoreland  plantation,  where  he  lived  and 
1  died.     In  politics  he  was  a  Federalist,  and  in  relig- 
i  ion  a  Baptist.     Twice  married,  he  was  the  father  of 
five  children :     ^Meredith,  X'ew  Year,  Julia,  Frances 
I  and  John,  all  of  whom  died  in  Virginia. 
I         Meredith  Edmonds,  father  of  Silas  N.,  was  born 
j  on  the  Edmonds  plantation  in  Westmoreland  county, 
j  and  was  reared  and  educated  on  the  paternal  home- 
i  stead.     For  a  number  of  years  he  followed  the  sea, 
and,  locating  at  Alexandria,  Va.,  was  captain  and 
part  owner  of  a  vessel  wdiich  was  en.gaged  in  the 
1  West  Indies  trade.     A  slave  owner  by  inheritance. 
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he  never  sold  or  bought  slaves,  and  gave  them  all 
their  freedom  when  of  age.  Taking  a  deep  interest 
in  the  cause  of  education,  he  was  himself  one  of  the 
finest  mathematicians  in  the  State  of  Virginia.  He 
died  in  1843,  in  Alexandria,  where  he  was  buried. 
He  held  Democratic  convictions,  but  had  no  aspira- 
tions for  political  honors  or  emoluments  of  official 
station.  Meredith  Edmonds  married  in  Westmore- 
land county  ^lary  Cauthern,  a  native  of  that  county, 
and  to  their  union  were  born  eight  children:  (i) 
Roberta  married  Charles  B.^ililler,  and  is  now  living 
in  Palo  Alto,Cal.  :(2)  Frances  (now  deceased  I  mar- 
ried Capt.  John  Kendrick,  who  preceded  her  to  the 
grave;  (3)  Jane  A.  married  John  H.  Parr,  and  both 
died  in  Baltimore;  (4)  Silas  Xoel  is  mentioned  be- 
low; (5)  Albert  died  in  Ohio;  (6)  Henry  died  in 
Baltimore;  (7)  James  is  in  the  United  States  navy, 
and  was  in  the  late  Spanish  war;  (8)  Milton  died  in 
the  Civil  war  while  serving  under  Gen.  McClellan. 
Mrs.  Edmonds  died  in  Washington  in  December, 
1845.  She  was  a  member  of  the  Baptist  Church, 
and  a  woman  of  the  most  estimable  character. 

Silas  Noel  Edmonds  attended  the  city  schools  of 
Alexandria,  and  was  only  fifteen  years  old  when  his 
father   died.     The   following  year  he   removed   to 
Baltimore,  where  he  served  an  apprenticeship  at  the 
carpenter's  trade  with    Charles    \\'ebb,  a    contract 
builder  of  that  city,   remaining  with  him  until  he 
:       came  of  age.     Young  Edmonds  had  nothing  with 
!       which  to  face  the  world  except  his  trade.     In  1849 
he  came  to  Wallingford,  and  worked  at  his  trade 
I       for  five  years,  building  in  that  time  several  of  the 
-^more  pretentious  homes  of  the  town.     In   1855  he 
went  to   Georgetown,   S.   C,  and  built  one  of  the 
;       largest  and  stateliest  homes  in  that  part  of  the  State. 
;       In  1856  he  came  back  to  Wallingford,  and  was  ap- 
pointed station  agent  of  the  Hartford  &  New  Haven 
Railroad,  and  at  the  same  time  was  made  agent  of 
the  Adams  Express  Co.     For  over  forty  years  he 
filled  these  positions  of  trust  and  responsibility  with 
satisfaction  to  the  company  and  the  public,  as  well 
as  with  credit  to  himself.     During  these  years  he 
witnessed  the  growth  of  a  small  railroad  to  the  great 
corporation  now  known  as  the  New  York,  New  Ha- 
ven &  Hartford  Railroad.     In  the  beginning  only 
one  man  was  employed  about  the  depot,  now  there 
are  fifteen.     Mr.  Edmonds  superintended  the  con- 
struction of  his  own  depot,  freight  house  and  other 
buildings,  and  during  forty  years  took  only  one  va- 
cation.    He  was  retired  by  the  company  at  his  own 
request,  in  consideration  of  his   long  and  devoted 
services. 

Mr.  Edmonds  was  married  in  1852  to  Miss 
Seraphina  Reynolds,  \\ho  was  born  in  Wallingford, 
daughter  of  Judge  John  D.  and  Lydia  (Scarrett) 
Reynolds.  Her  father  was  a  judge  of  probate  in 
the  towns  of  Wallingford,  Eranford  and  Cheshire, 
and  was  the  son  of  Hezekiah  Reynolds,  well  known 
to  the  last  generation. 

Mr.  Edmonds  belongs  to  the  Blue  lodge,  hold- 


ing membership  in  Compass  Lodge,  F.  &  A.  AI.  He 
attends  the  Episcopal  Church,  in  which  he  has 
served  as  vestryman.  He  is  one  of  the  oldest  Demo- 
crats of  Wallingford,  and  has  served  on  the  school 
board  for  five  years.  He  was  a  member  of  the  build- 
ing committee  when  the  high  school  was  erected,  and 
did  valuable  service  in  that  connection.  For  two 
years  he  was  a  member  of  the  court  of  burgesses. 

LOREN  RUSSELL  CARTER,  prominent  in 
real  estate  business,  fire  insurance,  loans,  etc.,  Wat- 
erbury,  is  a  native  of  Connecticut,  born  Oct.  16, 
1854,  in  Warren,  Litchfield  county. 

Russell  Carter,  his  father,  was  of  the  same  na- 
tivity, born  in  1792,  a  son  of  Buel  Carter,  who 
was  born  in  1766  in  Warren,  Conn.,  a  son  of  Sam- 
uel (born  in  Hebron,  Conn.),  a  son  of  Thomas 
Sr.  (born  in  1684,  in  Woburn,  Mass.),  a  son  of 
Thomas  (born  in  England.)  Of  these,  Samuel 
(great-grandfather  of  Loren  R.)  and  his  two 
brothers,  Thomas  and  Joseph,  all  served  in  the 
Revolutionary  war.  This  same  Samuel  Carter  mar- 
ried on  May  4,  1759,  Martha  Buel,  of  Litchfield. 
Conn.,  and  settled  on  a  farm  in  Warren,  where  they 
reared  a  family  of  eleven  children ;  he  represented 
Warren  in  the  State  Legislature  in  1788  and  1797. 

Buel  Carter,  grandfather  of  Loren  R.,  was 
reared  on  the  home  farm  in  Warren,  Conn.,  and 
died  there  in  1856.  He  married  Eunice  Peck,  and 
by  her  had  three  children:  (i)  Martha  (now  de- 
ceased) married  Burton  Gilbert,  a  merchant,  who 
accumulated  considerable  means.  (2)  Loraine  mar- 
ried George  Starr,  a  ion  of  Rev.  Peter  Starr,  who 
for  fifty  years  was  a  minister  of  the  Congregational 
Church  in  Warren ;  George  Starr  was  a  farmer  and 
died  in  Warren.      (3)  Russell  was  the  youngest. 

Russell  Carter,  father  of  our  subject,  was  a 
farmer  in  Warren,  Conn.,  thence  moving  to  Water- 
bury  in  1856,  where  he  died  in  1870.  He  was  twice 
married,  first  to  Rebecca  Stone,  by  whom  he  had 
two  children,  Buel  and  Harriet,  of  whom  Buel  died 
in  May,  1900,  in'  Warren,  on  the  old  homestead — 
the  dwelling  having  been  built  about  one  hundred 
years  ago;  and  Harriet  (now  deceased)  married 
Charles  V.  ^lolthrop.  Russell  Carter  married  (sec- 
ond) Laura  Hills,  a  daughter  of  John  Hills  (who 
was  born  in  Glastonbury,  Conn.,  and  was  a  farmer 
by  occupation)  and  his  wife,  Esther  Hale  (also  of 
Glastonbury,  and  a  collateral  relative  of  Nathan 
Hale,  of  Revolutionary  fame).  Three  children 
were  born  to  this  union,  viz. :  Rebecca,  who  died 
at  the  age  of  sixteen  years;  Loren  R.,  our  subject: 
Eleanor,  who  died  when  five  years  old.  The  mother 
is  still  living,  now  aged  seventy-seven  years,  and 
makes  her  home  in  Waterbury,  with  her  son,  Loren 
R.  Russell  Carter  was  in  politics  a  Democrat,  and 
he  represented  the  town  of  Warren  in  the  State 
Legislature  several  times :  was  also  a  selectman — 
in  fact  held  most  of  the  town  offices,  being  prom- 
inently  identified   with   the   place. 

Loren    R.    Carter,    the    subject    proper    of    this 
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memoir,  was  about  ei.cfhteen  months  old  when  his 
parents  came  to  Waterbury,  and  here  he  attended 
the  public  schools.  W'esleyan  Academy  and  East- 
man r.usiness  Colleg:e.  Laying  aside  his  books,  he 
was  with  F.  L.  Allen,  hardware  merchant.  Water- 
bury,  for  some  time,  and  then  commenced  building 
houses  in  the  western  part  of  the  city,  in  1892  tak- 
ing up  the  business  of  real-estate,  fire  insurance, 
loans,  etc.  He  is  owner  of  considerable  improved 
real  estate  in  the  town  and  city  of  Waterbury. 

On  Sept.  20,  1879,  Lo  en  R.  Carter  married 
Irene  E.  Hendrick,  of  Waterbury,  a  daughter  of 
Joseph  Hendrick.  a  native  of  New  York  citv,  whose 
father  was  born  in  England.  Three  children  have 
been  born  to  Air.  and  Mrs.  Carter:  L.  Russell, 
who  is  attending  Yale  College,  Academic  depart- 
ment ;  Earl  Buel  and  Ethel  L.  In  religious  faith 
our  subject  and  his  wife  are  Baptists ;  in  politics  he 
is  a  Republican ;  and  socially,  he  is  affiliated  with 
Townsend  Lodge,  No.  89,  I.  O.  O.  F. 

GEORGE  W.  DIVINE  (deceased).  In  every 
community  there  dwell  men  who  rise  by  their  own 
inherent  ability  to  a  recognized  position  as  leaders 
in  the  social,  intellectual  and  political  life  of  the 
people.  In  the  town  of  Seymour,  the  estimable  busi- 
ness man  whose  name  appears  above,  for  many 
years  took  an  active  part  in  public  affairs,  wielding 
A  wide  influence  for  the  general  welfare,  shaping 
and  directing  opinion  by  his  clear  insight  into  events 
and  by  his  unflagging  devotion  to  those  causes 
which  he  believed  essential  to  the  public  weal. 

Mr.  Divine  was  born  in  Newburgh,  Orange  Co., 
N.  Y.,  Feb.  5,  1822,  a  son  of  Henry  and  Phoebe 
(Tilton)  Divine,  and  grandson  of  Samuel  Divine, 
-who  reared  a  large  family  and  passed  the  declining 
years  of  his  life  in  Sullivan  county,  N.  Y.  Henry 
Divine,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was  born  in  New- 
"burgh,  N.  Y.,  and  acquired  the  blacksmith  trade 
which  he  followed  until  his  death  at  the  age  of 
thirty-eight  years.  His  wife.  Phoebe  Tilton.  was 
an  aunt  of  Theodore  Tilton,  and  was  born  in  Sulli- 
van county,  N.  Y.,  a  daughter  of  Joseph  Tilton, 
.who  served  through  the  Revolutionary  war  on  the 
■Staff  of  Gen.  Washington.  Like  her  husband,  she 
died  in  middle  life,  at  the  age  of  thirty-nine  years. 
They  were  members  of  the  Baptist  Church.  To 
Henry  and  Phoebe  Divine  were  born  seven  children, 
two  of  whom,  Mrs.  G.  Leavenworth,  of  Seymour, 
and  Airs.  Phoebe  Blake,  of  North  Haven,  are  yet 
living. 

George  W.  Divine  was  reared  at  Newburgh. 
At  the  age  of  eighteen  years  he  enlisted  in  the  2nd 
United  States  Infantry,  and  served  five  years,  par- 
ticipating in  the  Seminole  war.  He  followed  brick 
-making  at  North  Haven,  Conn.,  for  a  time,  then  en- 
gaged in  the  manufacture  of  bits  at  Hamden  and 
later  at  Humphreysville,  now  Seymour.  About 
1853  ^''s  removed  to  Millville,  Rensselaer  Co.,  N. 
Y.,  where  he  lived  four  years.  During  that  time 
he  was  actively  engaged  in  politics,  and  was  elected 


justice  of  the  peace.  Returning  to  Seymour  he  con- 
tinued bit  making,  and  also  the  manufacture  of  edge 
tools  until  his  death.  April  18,  1887,  at  the  age  of 
sixty -five  years.  He  was  a  skilled  mechanic  and 
was  especially  expert  in  operating  the  trip  hammer, 
with  which  he  manufactured  bits.  Mr.  Divine  pos- 
sessed a  judicial  turn  of  mind,  and  for  twelve  years 
served  as  justice  of  the  peace.  He  also  transacted 
a  large  amount  of  legal  business.  He  was  a  thor- 
oughly informed  man  and  was  active  in  public  af- 
fairs. He  was  elected  in  1879  a  member  of  the 
State  Legislature,  serving  with  credit  to  himself 
and  to  the  complete  satisfaction  of  his  constituents. 
Among  the  local  offices  which  he  filled  were  select- 
man and  grand  juror.  He  was  an  eloquent  speaker, 
convincing  in  argument,  and  conducted  at  one  time 
in  Westville  a  series  of  debates,  which  lasted  four- 
teen weeks.  In  religious  faith  he  was  a  zealous 
member  of  the  Disciple  Church.  For  six  years  he 
was  captain  of  the  Humphreysville  Grays,  and  dur- 
ing the  Civil  war  he  raised  two  companies ;  one  un- 
der Capt.  William  Wyant,  became  a  part  of  the  5th 
regiment,  and  the  other  under  Capt.  W.  Smith,  a 
part  of  the  20th  regiment.  He  also  drilled  many 
companies,  preparatory  to  their  active  service  in 
the  field. 

On  Nov.  28,  1847,  Mr.  Divine  married  Miss 
Martha  G.  Bassett,  a  native  of  Humphreysville.  now 
Seymour,  daughter  of  Abel  and  Martha  (Peck) 
Bassett  and  granddaughter  of  Abraham  Bassett,  who 
was  a  soldier  in  the  Revolutionary  war.  Abel  Bas- 
sett was  a  carpenter  and  millwright  by  trade,  and 
spent  his  entire  life  at  Seymour.  He  was  a  soldier 
in  the  war  of  1812.  To  himself  and  wife  were  born 
nine  children,  of  whom  two  are  living,  Julia  A. 
(Clark),  and  the  widow  of  our  subject,  who  is  the 
youngest  of  the  family.  Abel  and  Martha  Peck 
were  members  of  the  Episcopal  Church.  He  died 
March  23,  1864,  aged  seventy-seven  years,  and  his 
wife  Sept.  6,  1850,  aged  fifty-seven  years.  To  our 
subject  and  his  wife  were  born  two.  children.  Julia 
A.  married  Willard  G.  Alitchell,  who  was  a 
soldier  in  the  Civil  war.  a  member  of  Company  A, 
52d  Mass.  V.  I.,  and  who  died  Aug.  22,  1876.  His 
widow  now  makes  her  home  with  her  mother. 

George  A.  Divine,  the  other  child  of  George 
W.  and  Alartha  Divine,  was  born  Sept.  6,  1850,  in 
Seymour,  where  he  was  reared  and  educated,  and 
where  he  spent  most  of  his  years.  He  is  a  skillful 
musician  and  in  that  profession  he  has  traveled  quite 
extensively.  He  was  with  P.  T.  Barnum  one  sum- 
mer, and  has  played  with  Washburn  and  a  number 
of  other  noted  persons.  He  is  a  leader  of  the  band 
and  is  a  skillful  player  of  the  cornet,  bass  viol  and 
the  violin.  He  transposes  music  rapidly,  and  is  a 
member  of  the  Concordia  Singing  Society,  and  has 
played  with  the  Second  Regiment  Band.  In  politics 
George  A.  Divine  is  a  Republican,  and  in  October, 
1898,  he  was  elected  selectman,  acting  as  first  se- 
lectman ;  he  is  now  serving  his  third  term,  having 
been  re-elected  in  October,  1900,  and  again  in  1901. 
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He  is  a  member  of  Morniiiij  Star  Lod^e,  F.  &  A. 
M.,  at  Seymour,  and  a  charter  member  of  the  Xon- 
nawank  Lodge,  Red  Men.  He  is  afifiHated  with  the 
Knights  of  Pythias,  of  which  he  is  treasurer,  and 
is  a  member  of  the  Citizens  Hook  &  Ladder  Co.  He 
married,  Jan.  13.  1873,  Jennie  E.  Short,  who  was 
born  in  Derby,  daughter  of  Ephraim  Short,  a  black- 
smith of  that  town. 

Both  Mrs.  Martha  Divine  and  her  daughter, 
Mrs.  Mitcliell,  have  been  active  and  prominent  mem- 
bers of  the  Eastern  Star  for  twenty-seven  vears. 
They  are  also  members  of  the  Amaranth  Society, 
and  of  the  Bassett  Family  Association.  They  are 
members  of  the  Disciple  Church,  and  among  the 
leading  social   families  of  Seymour. 

Jason  Bassett.  a  brother  of  Mrs.  Divine,  was  a 
builder  and  architect  of  rare  ability.  He  erected 
the  Episcopal  churches  at  Hartford,  Xaugatuck  and 
Huntington  before  he  was  twenty-one  years  old. 
He  followed  his  profession  at  Xew  York  and  later 
at  Rochester,  where  he  made  the  specifications  for 
the  handsome  court  house  in  that  city.  He  removed 
to  Buffalo,  and  had  there  designed  and  constructed 
some  of  its  more  elegant  structures  when  his  useful 
and  brilliant  career  was  cut  short  in  1850,  at  the 
age  of  forty-four  years.  Another  brother,  David 
Bassett,  settled  at  Racine,  Wis.,  where  he  bought 
land,  cleared  it,  erected  the  first  water  wheel  there, 
and  became  one  of  its  most  prominent  citizens.  He 
died  in  California  in  1853. 

JUDGE  GEORGE  DEFOREST  BISSELL, 
who  is  now  living  a  retired  life  in  Xaugatuck,  was 
born  in  Torrington,  this  State,  April  24,  1828.  and 
is^a  representative  of  a  good  old  Colonial  family. 
His  grandfather,  Elisha  Bissell,  was  bom  in  Spring- 
field, Mass.,  in  1743,  and  died  in  1808  in  Torring- 
ton. He  married  Roxy  Bissell,  and  located  at 
Windsor  Hill,  Conn.,  where  they  reared  a  family  of 
five  children,  namely:  Seth,  born  in  1782,  lived  in 
Windsor, -and  died  in  1798;  Elisha,  born  in  1787, 
died  in  181 1  ;  Roxy,  born  in  1788,  married  Richard 
Bristol,  a  farmer  of  Harwinton,  Conn.,  and  died  in 
1846;  George,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was  next 
in  order  of  birth:  and  Sila,  born  in  1793,  married 
Erastus  Hodges,  of  Torrington,  and  (second)  Ru- 
fus  Pickett,  of  Morris,  and  died  in  1869. 

George  Bissell,  our  subject's  father,  was  born 
in  Windsor  Hill,  in  1790,  and  there  grew  to  man- 
hood. He  married  Sarah  Woodrulif,  of  Torring- 
ton. Her  father,  John  Woodruff,  was  a  native  of 
Oxford,  and  was  a  farmer  by  occupation :  he  served 
as  a  soldier  in  the  Revolutionary  war,  and  saw 
Major  Andre  executed.  After  their  marriage  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Bissell  located  in  Torrington.  where  the 
father  was  first  engaged  in  farming  and  later  in 
tanning,  so  continuing  until  his  death,  April  19, 
1835.  His  wife,  who  long  survived  him,  passed 
away  Sept.  4,  1894.  They  had  but  two  children, 
the  older  being  Sarah   \.,  who  was  born  July  7, 


1824,  and  died  unmarried,  Sept.  8,  1898.  In  politics 
the  father  was  a  Whig,  and  in  religious  belief  both 
he  and  his  wife  were  Congregationalists. 

George  DeForest  Bissell  was  seven  years  of  age 
when,  with  his  mother,  he  removed  to  Litchfield, 
Coim.,  where  he  was  reared  and  educated.  In  earlv 
life  he  engaged  in  farming  and  school  teaching, 
and  then  went  to  Rock  Island,  111.,  where  he  clerked 
in  a  commission  house  for  three  years.  Returning 
to  Litchfield,  Conn.,  in  1859,  he  was  engaged  in 
clerking  there  until  1863,  when  he  went  to  New 
Haven  and  was'emplo\-ed  as  clerk  in  the  '"Tremont 
House"  for  three  years.  At  the  end  of  that  time 
he  entered  the  office  of  the  probate  judge  at  Hart- 
ford, and  remained  there  for  three  years.  In  1869 
he  came  to  N'augatuck,  where  he  served  as  book- 
keeper and  secretary  of  the  Tuttle  Manufacturing 
j  Co.,  for  about  seventeen  years,  or  until  appointed 
!  postmaster  at  that  place.  He  assumed  the  duties  of 
1  that  office  April  i,  1887,  and  capably  discharged  the 
same  for  two  years  and  a  half,  since  which  time  he 
has  lived  retired. 
I  On  June  5,  1870,  Judge  Bissell  married  Miss  Lil- 
I  lian  Adella  Clarke,  of  Prospect,  Conn.,  a  daughter 
of  Sela  Clarke,  and  they  have  one  son,  George  De 
i  Forest,  Jr.  They  attend  the  Congregational  Church, 
and  are  held  in  high  regard  by  all  who  know  them. 
Fraternally  the  Judge  is  a  member  of  Shepherd's 
Lodge,  No.  78,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  of  N'augatuck-;  and 
politically,  he  is  a  stanch  supporter  of  the  Demo- 
cratic party.  He  was  the  first  warden  of  Nauga- 
tuck ;  has  served  as  selectman  :  was  town  clerk  for 
about  six  years:  and  judge  of  probate  four  years. 
He  has  been  found  true  to  every  trust  reposed  in 
him,  and  has  made  a  most  efficient  and  popular 
officer. 

ENSIGN  NORTHROP,  an  honored  veteran  of 
the  Civil  war,  has  been  for  many  years  a  resident 
of  Waterbury,  where  he  has  established  an  envia- 
ble reputation  for  himself  both  as  a  man  of  unques- 
tioned probity  and  as  a  skilled  worker,  connected 
with  one  of  the  largest  industrial  establishments  of 
that  busy  city. 

Mr.  Northrop  was  born  in  Chili,  Monroe  Co., 
N.  Y.,  March  13,  1834,  son  of  Miles  Northrop,  who 
was  born  in  Cornwall,  Conn.,  July  20,  1805,  and 
died  in  Orleans  county,  N.  Y..  in  1891.  Aliles 
Northrop  left  home  at  the  age  of  sixteen,  and  what 
knowledge  is  now  obtainable  of  his  parentage  and 
ancestrv  is  very  obscure.  He  went  into  Genesee 
county,  N.  Y.,  at  that  time  far  from  the  old  home, 
not  only  in  distance  but  in  the  time  necessary  to 
cover  it.  There  was  little  communication,  and  the 
young  man  drifted  away  from  all  intimate  touch 
with  his  family.  He  learned  the  cooper's  trade,  and 
worked  at  same  in  Genesee.  Monroe  and  Orleans- 
counties,  N.  Y.  He  married  Eliza  Ensign,  who 
was  born  in  Sheffield,  Mass..  a  daughter  of  Freeman 
Ensign,  and  died  in  Orleans  county,  N.  Y.,  in  1890; 
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hho  was  about  a  year  older  than  her  husband.  The 
l-jisi'-'Ps  were  long  settled  in  Massachusetts,  and 
were  of  French  extraction.  ^Miles  Northrop  was 
the  father  of  nine  children:  George  was  a  farmer 
in  New  York,  and  later  removed  to  Florida  where 
he  died.  Emeline  married  Edwin  Hinche,  a  cooper 
in  Chautauqua  county,  N.  Y.,  and  is  now  deceased. 
Sarah  is  the  wife  of  George  Phillips,  a  Genesee 
countv  farmer.  Warren  is  a  farmer  in  Orleans 
county.  Ensign  is  our  subject.  Betsy  marrieil 
Hcnrv  Fierce  (who  died  in  the  Civil  war),  and  is 
now  deceased.  Mary  married  George  (Jswell,  and 
they  are  living  in  Cherry  Creek,  X.  Y.  Ellen  mar- 
ried Henry  Hale,  and  they  live  in  Alichigan.  Es- 
ther died  unmarried. 

Ensign  Northrop  lived  in  Genesee  county,  X. 
Y.,  until  he  was  twenty-two  years  of  age.  and  then 
engaged  in  farming  in  Chautauqua  county.  At 
the  'breaking  out  of  the  Civil  war  he  enlisted  in 
Company  K,  112th  X.  Y.  \  .  L,  serving  three  years. 
and  seeing  much  active  duty.  He  was  a  faithful 
soldier,  and  made  a  record  of  which  he  mav  be 
justly  proud.  In  1869  he  went  into  Virginia  to  trv 
northern  farming  in  the  South,  but  the  result  of 
the  experiment  was  not  encouraging,  and  in  the 
spring  of  1870.  returning  Xorth,  he  located  at  Wat- 
erbury.  where  his  home  has  been  to  the  present  time. 
Mr.  Xorth rop  entered  the  employ  of  the  Scovill 
Manufacturing  Co.  in  1870,  and  is  still  with  them. 
I-'or  twenty-seven  years  he  has  liecn  engaged  in  saw- 
ing brass  on  the  same  machine. 

Mr.  X^'orthrop  and  Miss  Eunice  Hinche  were 
married  Sept.  20,  1855.  Mrs.  Xorthrop  was  born 
in  Chili,  Monroe  Co.,  X'.  \'.,  daughter  of  Joseph 
Hinche,  a  farmer,  and  is  of  I'rench  extraction.  To 
this  union  were  born  three  children:  Miles,  who 
died  at  the  age  of  fourteen  :  Charles,  a  foreman  in 
the  White  Dental  Works,  at  Princess  P.ay,  Staten 
Island;  and  Anna,  wife  of  Edward  Smith,  of  Xaug- 
atuck.  Conn.,  a  contractor  and  builder  of  more  than 
local  standing.  Mr.  Xorthrop  is  a  Republican,  and 
is  a  member  of  Wadhams  Post.  G.  A.  R.  Since  earlv 
youth  he  has  been  a  member  of  the  Baptist  Church. 

JOHN  M.  REDSHAW,  the  father  of  Samuel 
G.  Redshaw,  was  born  in  Leeds.  England,  and  re- 
mained in  his  native  country,  followins"  the  business 
of  a  cloth  manufacturer,  until  after  his  marriage. 
When  he  came  to  this  country  he  settled  in  Derby, 
where  he  resumed  his  trade,  and  followed  it  for 
some  years  in  connection  with  the  firm  of  Plunrb 
&  Beach.  Mr.  Plumb  finally  came  to  Ansonia.  and 
started  a  business  in  this  city  under  the  name  of 
Plumb  &  Co.,  John  M.  Redshaw  being  the  "com- 
pany." When  the  establishment  passed  into  the 
hands  of  a  stock  company,  Mr.  Redshaw  remained 
as  a  stockholder  and  superintendent  of  a  depart- 
ment as  long  as  the  business  was  continued.  He 
lived  retired  from  active  labor  for  a  time  before 
his  death,  on  Feb.  3,  1899,  at  the  age  of  seventy-nine 


years.  He  married  Sarah  Gaunt,  who  was  born 
in  the  same  town  as  her  husband,  a  daughter  of 
Samuel  CJaunt,  and  they  had  five  children,  three  oi: 
whom  are  living:  Moses  W.  living  in  Bridgeport, 
Conn.  Samuel  G.  is  mentioned  below;  and  Joseph, 
who  lives  in  West  Haven.  The  father  was  a  well- 
known  and  active  member  of  the  community  in  his 
time.  He  came  to  Ansonia  about  1844.  and  saw  it 
change  from  a  farming  communit}'  to  a  great  indus- 
trial center.  P'raternally  he  was  a  Mason,  and  was 
enrolled  in  George  Washington  Lodge,  A.  F.  &  A. 
M.,  Mt.  X'ernon  Chapter.  R.  A.  M..  and  other  Ma- 
sonic organizations.  He  belonged  to  the  Congre- 
gational Church.  John  M.  Redshaw's  only  brother, 
Thomas  M.,  served  in  the  Union  army  during  the 
Civil  war,  and  was  killed  in  the  battle  of  Gettys- 
burg, and  Thomas  M.  Redshaw  Post,  G.  .\.  R.,  at 
Ansonia,  commemorates  his  name. 

Samuel  G.  Redshaw  was  born  in  Ansonia, 
Conn..  July  2~,  1849,  and  there  he  spent  his  earh- 
life  in  attendance  upon  the  local  schools.  On  reach- 
ing manhood  he  entered  the  woolen  mill,  and  after 
a  time  bought  out  the  bo.x  factory  of  A.  B.  Hen- 
dricks, carrying  on  the  business  in  a  small  way, 
without  the  aid  of  machinery,  and  employing  onlv 
three  girls.  By  close  attention  and  the  constant  ef- 
fort to  please  his  patrons  he  has  steadily  increased 
his  trade.  On  July  i.  1896,  he  became  the  owner 
of  the  factory  in  Derby,  and  working  the  two  to- 
gether he  doubled  his  output,  but  he  sold  the  latter 
in  November,  1899,  removing  part  of  the  machinery 
i-O  his  plant  in  Ansonia.  His  trade  is  strictly  local, 
and  the  demand  crowds  the  productive  power  of  his 
business  to  the  utmost. 

Mr.  Redshaw  was  married  in  1877  to  Amelia 
Lawton.  a  daughter  of  Lewis  Lawton,  who  lived  in 
W^insted,  and  was  a  spinner  by  trade.  i\Irs.  Red- 
shaw is  one  of  a  family  of  four  children.  Her  par- 
ents are  both  deceased,  both  passing  away  at  the 
age  of  si.xty-nine  years,  and  within  a  month  of  one 
another.  They  were  members  of  the  Episcopal 
Church. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Redshaw  have  two  sons:  John 
Lewis,  the  elder,  is  a  stenographer  and  book-keeper 
for  his  father.  Charles  Joseph,  the  younger  boy, 
is  fitting  himself  for  college. 

Mr.  Redshaw  is  a  Republican  in  politics,  but  has 
refused  all  propositions  to  accept  local  offices.  Long 
ago  he  united  with  the  ]vIasonic  fraternity,  being 
now  a  veteran  Mason,  and  holding  membership  in 
Washington  Lodge,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  the  chapter,  R. 
A.  M.,  X'ew  Haven  Commandery,  and  Pryamid 
Temple  of  the  Mystic  Shrine,  having  progressed  as 
far  as  the  32d  degree.  He  has  held  all  the  offices 
in  the  Blue  Lodge,  and  those  up  to  master  in  the 
chapter.  He  is  also  a  member  of  the  Eastern  Star, 
of  which  he  was  grand  patron  of  the  State  in  181  )S. 
in  that  year  making  more  than  forty  official  visits, 
calling  on  every  chapter  in  the  State.  Mr.  Redshaw 
is   also  a   veteran   Odd    Fellow,   being   enrolled   in 


'     j; 

■  1    ,' ! 


:]'     Jr.:    K  'J: 


S88 


COMMEMORATIVE   BIOGRAPHICAL   RECORD. 


NaiTgatuck  Lodge,  No.  63,  where  he  has  filled  all 
the  offices ;  in  Hope  Encampment,  No.  26,  of  which   1 
he  is  past  chief  patriarch ;  and  in  the  Grand  En-   j 
campment.     He  is  connected  with  the  A.  O.  U.  W.   i 
and    the    Improved    Order    of    Heptasophs.      For 
twenty-five  years  Mr.  Redshaw  has  been  a  member 
of  Eagle  Hose  Co.,  No.  6.    He  and  all  his  family  are 
members  of  Christ  Church. 

FREDERICK    WILLIAM    BROCKSIEPER  ■ 
(deceased).     The  country  that  has  produced  a  Bis-   '• 
marck  and  a  Schiller,  a  V'on  .Moltke  and  a  Goethe,   I 
has  contributed  in  no  small  way  to  the  best  develop-   j 
ment  of  America,    for  the  habits  of  industrv,  the   ■ 
stern    self-denial,    the    sterling     integrity    and    the    ' 
faculty  of  true  enjoyment  and  cheerful' living  are 
characteristic  of  the   German   race,   and  this  com- 
bination  forms  a  citizen  of  value  to  any  countrv. 
A    native   of    the    Fatherland,    Frederick    Willian; 
Brocksieper  was  one  of  the  best  known  and  most 
highly  respected  citizens  of  North  Haven,  Connec- 
ticut, i 

Frederick  \Y .  Brocksieper,  Sr..  his  father,  was 
Ijorn    in    Iserlohn,"in    the   northern   part   of   West- 
phalia, Germany,  where  he  engaged  in  the  manu- 
facture of  hardware  very  extensively,  being  the  first 
manufacturer  of  screws  in  that  country,     A  thriftv   ; 
and  industrious  man,  he  never  gave  up  labor  until   : 
within   three   days   of   his   demise,   which   occurred 
when  he  was  eighty  years  old.     He  married  Anna 
Maria  Grueber,  a  native  of  Westphalia,  the  daugh-   i 
ter  of  a  learned  man  of  that  country,  and  the  fam-   ; 
ily  born  to  this   union   consisted  of  five  children:    1 
Helena  married  in  Germany,  and  came  to  America, 
her  husband  locating  in  Posey  county,  Ind. ;  Theo- 
dore,  a   scholarly   man,    speaking  and   writing  six 
languages,    died    in    Germany    from    overrstudy ;   , 
Elizabeth  married  and  lives  in  Germany ;  Frederick   1 
W.  is  mentioned  below :  Moritz  remained  in  Ger-   | 
many,  where  he  is  a  -"killed  mechanic  and  engraver.   1 
Frederick  W.  Brocksieper  was  born  July  25.1826,   ' 
in  Iserlohn,  Westphalia.  Germany,  and  was  given 
excellent   educational   advantages.     At   the   age   of  i 
eighteen  years  he  was  apprenticed  to  an  engraver   i 
and  modeler,  where  he  was  taught  mechanical  draw- 
ing, remaining  in  the  employ  of  the  same  engraver 
for  a  number  of  years.     However,  he  began  to  feel 
a  desire  to  see  more  of  the  world,   and  the   land   1 
across  the  Atlantic  seemed  to  possess  untold  attrac- 
tions, hence  the  year  1849  found  him  on  a  sailing-   ; 
vessel    from    Bremen,    on    his   way   to   the   United   | 
States.     This  vessel  was  a  new  one,  requiring  some   | 
■work  upon   it   when   the   time   set   for  starting  ar-   - 
rived,  but  the  passengers  were  not  willing  to  wait   | 
longer    and    volunteered    to    make    the    finishing 
touches  themselves,  in  order  to  get  under  way.  Our 
subject  so  impressed  his  companions  with  his  super-   ■ 
ior  knowledge  of  mechanics  that  he  was  unanimous- 
ly elected  leader,  and  the  tedium  of  the  long  voyage   \ 
I    was  relieved  for  him  by  painting  the   vessel  as  it 
J    ploughed  the  water.     It  required  much  stamina  to 


land  in  a  strange  country,  with  limited  means  and 
the  necessity  of  facing  a  new  language  and  new 
customs,  but  the  courage  that  made  him  finish  the 
"Elbe,"  when  already  floated,  finally  brought  him 
employment,  and  he  went  to  work  making  dies  and 
patterns  in  the  iron  foundry  of  James  Beebe  &  Co., 
on  the  corner  of  Central  and  Reed  streets,  New 
York  City.  This  concern  afterward  became  a  very 
wealthy  one,  and  they  were  the  first  range  makers 
in  the  United  States,  the  Beebe  range  being  the 
most  successful  attempt  in  that  kind  of  modern 
stoves.  Going  to  New  Britain,  Mr.  Brocksieper 
there  engaged  as  a  contractor  with  Peck  &  Walter, 
manufacturers  of  house  and  builders'  hardware. 
The  establishment  passed  into  the  hands  of  T-  B. 
Sargent,  still  later  to  J.  B.  Sargent  &  Co.,  and  at 
present  Sargent  &  Co.,  and  is  now  one  of  the  largest 
manufactories  in  the  country,  the  line  of  manufac- 
ture now  including  locks,  builders'  and  harness 
hardware,  in  connection  with  former  lines.  When 
the  business  was  removed  to  New  Haven  Mr. 
Brocksieper  remained  with  them,  and  until  Septem- 
ber, 1899,  he  so  continued  in  their  factory,  but  at 
that  time  he  concluded  that  a  faithful  service  of 
fifty-one  years  entitled  him  to  take  the  remainder 
of  his  life  at  ease,  and  with  regret  parted  with  his 
employers,  who  had  also  been  personal  friends. 
He  passed  away  at  his  home  in  Montowese,  April 
27,   1900. 

When  Mr.  Brocksieper  retired  from  the  factory 
he  was  the  oldest  employe,  having  been  a  witness 
of  its  growth  from  infancy  to  sturdy  maturity. 
The  first  firm  consisted  of  Mr.  Sargent  as  president 
and  treasurer,  and  ;\Irs.  Sargent  as  secretary,  with 
Mr.  Brocksieper  as  superintendent.  That  the  long 
and  faithful  connection  was  appreciated  by  ]\Ir. 
Sargent  has  been  shown  in  many  ways,  perhaps  in 
none  more  happily  than  in  the  presentation  of  a 
unique,  valuable  and  beautiful  work  of  art  which 
now  adorns  the  late  home  of  our  subject.  While 
traveling  in  China,  in  1887,  ]\Ir.  Sargent  purchased 
a  beautiful  painting,  on  rice  paper,  representing  the 
native  insects  and  butterflies  of  China,  a  work  of 
art  exquisite  in  design  and  workmanship.  While 
this  gift  was  valued  for  its  beauty,  Mr.  Brock- 
sieper attached  still  more  value  to  the  inscription 
which  was  placed  upon  it  by  Mr.  Sargent,  viz. : 
"Canton,  China,  Oct.  ist,  1887,  Annual  Moon-day. 
To  show  that  my  long-time  and  true  friend  is  in  my 
memory  forever,  I  purchase  these  four  pictures  of 
Chinese  insect  life  for  F.  W.  Brocksieper.  J.  B. 
Sargent." 

In  1869  Mr.  Brocksieper  came  with  his  family 
to  Montowese,  Conn.,  making  their  summer  home 
at  that  place,  spending  their  winters  in  the  city. 
In  the  beautiful  family  lot  is  erected  a  monument  in 
memory  of  the  wife  and  mother  who  made  a  home 
wherever  she  was,  but  who  passed  away  Dec.  10, 
1898.  In  New  York  ]\Ir.  Brocksieper  married  An- 
toinette Hoelscher,  a  native  of  Elberfeld,  Rhine- 
land,  Germany,  born  Nov.  2,   1828,  and  to  her  lie  . 
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atfritiuted  much  of  his  success  in  hfe,  and  her  de- 
voted faniilv  will  ever  feel  the  value  of  her  life  of 
kindness,  sympathy  and  encouragement.  The  fol- 
lowinjj  named  children  were  born  to  this  union : 
Antoinette,  who  married  Francis  T.  Busse,  is  now 
deceased;  Adrienne.  born  in  1851,  died  in  the  same 
vcar;  Frederick  W.  married  Adella  J.  ?kIoulthrop, 
and  now  lives  in. Los  Angeles.  Cal.,  engaged  in  the 
fruit-"^rowing  business ;  John  H.  married  Lucy  Cor- 
coran, and  is  a  farmer  in  North  Branford  ;  Theodore 
died  voung;  Carl  Moritz,  who  married  Mrs.  Jennie 
Buckley,  is  now  lessee  and  manager  of  the  Lyric 
IL^I1,  New  London,  and  was  assistant  secretary  of 
the  Y.  M.  C.  A. ;  Anna  ^Nla-ia ;  Emma  L. ;  Adele ; 
Charles  died  when  seven  months  old ;  Joseph  Brad- 
ford, who  graduated  at  Yale  Aledical  School  in 
1897,  is  a  leading  physician  of  New  Britain. 

■  In  1895  Mr.  Brocksieper  erected  a  home  which 
is  the  largest  and  most  complete  and  attractive  in 
North  Haven.  For  many  years  he  had  been  a  col- 
lector of  butterflies,  minerals  and  semi-precious 
stones,  and  had  a  large  collection,  gathered  from 
all  parts  of  the  globe,  some  specimens  of  great 
rarity.  He  was  the  owner  of  considerable  real  es- 
tate, some  of  which  he  rented  for  farming  purposes, 

•  and  also  the  property  which  is  occupied  by  the 
Montowese  Brick  Co.,  from  which  he  received 
royalties  for  the  fine  quality  of  clay  used  in  the 
manufacture  of  its  brick.  Orrginally  Mr.  Brock- 
sieper was  a  Democrat,  but  later  became  a  Repub- 
lican, and  fraternally  he  had  attained  the  32d  de- 
gree of  Freemasonrv,  affiliating  with  Hiram  Lodge, 
A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  and'Franklin  Chaoter.  R.  A.  M.  The 
was  also  a  member  of  the  Improved  Order  of  Red 
Men  and  Order  of  Chosen  Friends.  Brought  up 
in  the  Lutheran  Church,  he  was  always  an  attendant 
of  the  same,  although   he   gave  liberally  to  every 

-Religious  denomination. 

GEORGE  W.  NETTLETON,  a  representative 
and  prominent  citizen  of  Naugatuck,  is  a  native  of 
New  Haven  county,  born  Sept.  5,  1828.  in  what  was 
then  called  Osborne  Hollow,  as  there  were  many 
Osbornes  living  in  that  locality  at  the  time.  His 
father,  Caleb  Xettleton,  was  born  in  Old  Milford, 
and  was  a  son  of  Caleb  and  Anna  (Stone)  Xettle- 
ton, farming  people,  who  lived  and  died  in  Old  Mil- 
ford,  They  had  three  children:  Tehiel,  a  fanner  of 
Goshen,  Litchfield  Co.,  Conn. :  Elijah,  a  Baptist 
minister,  who  lived  and  died  in  Goshen :  and  Caleb, 
our  subject's  father.  The  grandfather  was  twice 
married,  and  by 'his  second  wife.  Louise  Clark,  who 
was  likewise  a  native  of  Old  Milford,  also  had  three 
children,  Alfred,  David  and  Amy. 

Caleb  Nettleton  was  a  young  man  when  he  re- 
moved to  INIiddlebury.  and  there  he  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Aliss  Nancy  A.  Clark,  a  native  of 
that  town,  and  a  daughter  of  Andrew  Clark,  v.-ho 
was  born  in  Old  Milford.  After  their  marriage  they 
located  on  a  farm  in  Middlebury,  where  they  reared 
their    family.      They   were   consistent   and    faithful 


members  of  the  Congregational  Church,  and  the 
father  was  a  Whig  in  politics.  Their  children  were : 
Clark,  a  farmer,  who  is  now  deceased :  Sarah  A., 
who  married  E.  G.  Stone,  a  farmer  of  Middlebury, 
both  now  deceased ;  Julia  A.,  who  married  Ches- 
ter C.  Hitchcock,  a  wheelmaker  of  New  Haven,  both 
also  deceased :  Mariette,  who  married  Charles  C. 
Woodrutt,  a  farmer  of  Watertown,  Conn.,  both  de- 
ceased:  Emmerett  L.,  wife  of  Henry  W.  Sperry, 
a  carpenter  of  New  Haven ;  Alma  C,  who  married 
Walter  Lake,  a  farmer  of  Bethany,  both  deceased ; 
Royal  O.,  who  married  Louise  Sperry,  of  Bethany, 
and  has  been  a  carpenter  of  New  Haven  for  half  a 
century;  and  George  W.,  our  subject. 

George  W.  Nettleton  is  indebted  to  the  district 
schools  near  his  boyhood  home  for  his  educational 
advantages.  On  leaving  the  parental  roof,  at  the 
age  of  sixteen  years,  he  v.'ent  to  New  Haven  to 
learn  the  carpenter's  trade  with  his  brother  Royal  O., 
and  remained  there  until  twenty-five.  During  the 
following  six  months  he  worked  at  his  trade  in 
Cheshire,  this  county,  and  then  followed  thit  occu-  ! 
pation  in  Waterbury  for  some  time.  While  there 
Mr.  Nettleton  was  married,  April  8.  1855,  to  Miss 
Eunice  ]\Iorris,  who  was  born  in  that  town  Aug.  26, 
1832,  and  died  Sept.  2,  1896.  Her  father,  Amos 
Morris,  a  cooper  by  trade,  was  also  born  in  \\'ater- 
bury,  in  1790.  Our  subject  and  his  wife  had  two 
children :  Mary,  now  the  wife  of  Charles  A.  Smith, 
a  laborer  of  Naugatuck;  and  Charles  L..  a  carpenter 
of  Middlebury. 

Shortly  after  his  marriage  Mr.  Nettleton  re- 
moved to  the  farm  in  the  town  of  Naueatuck, 
which  has  since  been  his  home.  It  consists  of  sixty- 
two  acres  of  well-improved  and  highly-cultivated 
land,  pleasantly  located  two  and  a  half  miles  from 
Naugatuck  borough.  Mr.  Nettleton  has  devoted 
his  time  and  attention  principally  to  his  trade,  leav- 
ing his  farm  to  be  operated  by  hired  help.  He  is 
an  earnest  member  of  the  Congregational  Church 
and  is  highlv  respected  and  esteemed  by  all  who 
know  him.     In  politics  he  is  a  Republican. 

JOHN  SMITH  TYLER,  a  popular  and  influ- 
ential citizen  of  East  Haven,  was  born  in  the  house 
where  he  now  resides,  on  Tuesday,  Dec.  2,  1834. 
His  father,  William  Tyler,  was  born  June  26,  1799, 
in  the  same  dwelling. 

John  Tyler,  the  paternal  grandfather,  was  a 
native  of  Branford — near  a  well-known  sea-side  re- 
sort, Short  Beach — and  by  occupation  a  shoemaker. 
He  was  a  soldier  in  the  Revolutionary  war.  After 
residing  in  East  Haven  a  short  time  he  married 
Mabel  Bradley,  who  was  also  born  on  the  farm  now 
owned  and  occupied  by  the  subject  of  this  notice. 
Simeon  Bradley,  her  father,  built  the  house  about 
one  hundred  and  fifty  years  ago.  and  it  is  still  in 
excellent  repair.  He  died  July  22,  1802,  aged  sev- 
enty-one years :  his  wife,  Abigail,  passed  away  May 
18,    1810,   aged   si.xty-eight.     To  John   and   Mabel 


r.s» 


:\?. 


',;  J-'T'.y''J-' 


... (    ,,■:  -'.IS 


i    .-.  ■/  ,  •.:    !• 


Ili-.-;-!'     J     I: 


J     ■    h:v:    I 


-'ii      nvij-  =■'<■ 


,.l. 


:f:i  \\   -    U' 


o  ■r'^i-n; 


.11     •    ,-■ ' 


.!i  ■,■  i  'C     ;  '  -  '■!    .^i' 


,,:'i      '■■'!; 


890 


COMMEMORATIVE   BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


(Bradley)  Tyler  came  six  children:  Amnii,  lx)rn 
Feb.  20,  1789:  John,  June  29,  1792;  twins,  June, 
1796;  William,  June  26,  1799;  Jerusha  Louisa.  May 
2,  1805. 

Upon  the  farm  mentioned,  the  ownership  of 
which  has  descended  down  throusjh  many  genera- 
tions, and  a  portion  of  which  is  in  the  center  of  the 
town  and  very  valuable,  William  Tyler  spent  his 
entire  life.  He  was  a  shoemaker  by  trade,  an  ac- 
tive worker  in  and  a  prominent  member  of  the  Con- 
gregational Church,  and  widely  known  as  a  useful 
and  respected  citizen.  He  married  Julia  A.  Thomp- 
son, who  was  born  in  1799.  a  daughter  of  Abraham 
Thompson,  and  they  had  two  children :  Harriet  A., 
born  Feb.  6,  1838,  who  died  at  the  early  age  of 
fourteen  years ;  and  John  Smith,  the  only  son.  The 
father  died  at  the  age  of  sixty-four  years,  and  the 
mother  was  fifty-six  years  old  when  she  entered  into 
rest,  both  of  them  honored  and  esteemed. 

John  Smith  Tyler  passed  his  youth  upon  the  an- 
cestral farm,  and  acquired  a  good  practical  educa- 
tion in  the  public  schools  and  in  the  select  or  acad- 
emic institute  at  the  town  hall,  Messrs.  Potter  and 
Wolcott,  instructors  and  principals.  Although  he 
was  born  within  a  few  miles  of  the  third  largest 
city  of  Xew  England  he  never  at  any  time  left  the 
parental  roof,  and  has  always  devoted  his  energies 
and  time — except  when  called  to  -official  positions 
of  trust  and  responsibility — to  the  management  of 
his  farm.  He  is  a  thorough  agriculturist  and  skilled 
in  all  the  details  of  general  farming. 

On  June  3,  1866,  Mr.  Tyler  married  ^liss  Jane 
Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Joseph  and  Sarah  Lovisa 
Thompson.  Two  children  were  born  to  them :  Will- 
iam Joseph  and  John  Alexis  Dibble.  The  first  named 
was  born  May  12,  1867.  and  died  Xov.  18,  1873, 
zged  six  years,  six  months  and  six  days.  The  sec- 
ond, who  was  born  Xov.  11,  1875,  died  July  16. 
1879,  when  three  years  and  eight  months  old. 

Mr.  Tyler  is  a  stanch  supporter  of  the  Republi- 
can party  and  its  principles,  but  the  usual  narrow 
confines  of  partisanship  have  not  prevented  him  in 
his  official  life  from  acting  for  the  good  of  all  con- 
cerned. His  manners  are  most  gracious  and  pleas- 
ing, and  marked  by  an  afifabilitv  not  possessed  by 
every  person.  In  the  Eastern  States  the  office  of 
selectman — like  that  of  the  town  clerk — ranks  as 
first  in  importance  and  one  of  the  most  difficult  to 
administer  in  a  satisfactory  manner.  Xotwithstand- 
ing  this,  Mr.  Tvler  has  held  the  office  continuously 
— elected  annually — since  1886.  Xo  official  in  this 
■town  (nor  probably  in  any  other)  has  such  an  en- 
viable and  remarkable  record.  The  laying  out  of  the 
suburban  electric  road,  the  erection  of  a  new  town 
hall,  a  magnificent  new  school  house,  and  the  build- 
ing of  a  new  State  highway,  with  new  roads. on  the 
north  shore  of  Long  Island  Sound,  also  an  engine 
house  for  a  recently  organized  fire  department,  have 
all  taken  place  during  his  term  of  office.  ^Ir.  Ty- 
ler ranks  deservedly  among  the  most  prominent  and 


public-spirited  citizens  of  his  town.  He  and  his  wife 
are  members  of  the  Grange,  Xo.  106,  and  are  ac- 
tive officials  in  this  fraternal  association. 

DAVID  BOUGHTOX  HAMILTOX  (de- 
ceased) was  Ixirn  in  Danbury,  Conn.,  Oct.  19,  1824. 
He  was  in  the  sixth  generation  from  Sir  William 
Hamilton,  who  was  born  in  Scotland  in  1643.  ^"<^ 
died  in  Danbury  in  1746,  aged  one  hundred  three 
years. 

(I)  Sir  William  Hamilton  was  the  son  of  Gal- 
latin Hamilton,  of  Glasgow,  Scotland,  and  he  set- 
tled with  his  family  first  on  Cape  Cod,  where  he 
was  so  fortunate  as  to  capture  a  whale,  which  had 
been  driven  on  the  beach  during  a  storm,  and  for 
this  he  was  accused  of  witchcraft  and  of  being  in 
league  with  the  Devil.  In  consequence  he  fled  to 
Rhode  Island,  and  later  moved  to  Danbury,  Conn. 
There,  on  the  verge  of  civilization,  he  established 
his  home  at  "Bear  Mountain."  where  remains  of 
the  old  house  could  be  found  as  late  as  1835.  Will- 
iam had  six  children,  all  of  whom  lived  to  remark- 
able ages,  and  died  in  Danbury:  Joseph,  aged 
eighty-six:  David,  aged  seventy-nine:  Benjamin, 
aged  ninety ;  Ezra,  aged  ninety-three ;  Thankful 
(spinster),  aged  one  hundred  two;  Mercy,  aged 
fifty-two. 

'(II)  Joseph  Hamilton,  son  of  Sir  William,  had 
three  sons,  all  of  whom  were  born  at  Bear  Moun- 
tain, and  died  in  Danbury:  Silas,  Benjamin  and 
Joseph,  Jr. 

(III)  Silas  Hamilton,  son  of  Joseph,  had  five 
sons:     Silas,  Jr.,  Paul,  James.  John,  and  Orpha. 

(IV)  Paul  Hamilton,  son  of  Silas,  was  born 
X'ov.  19,  1752,  and  died  May  31,  1830.  He  mar- 
ried Anna  Stevens  (born  1757,  died  1829),  who 
was  the  daughter  of  Lieut.  Ezra  Stevens,  an  of- 
ficer in  the  American  Revolution.  Lieut.  Stevens' 
mother,  Abigail  Barnum.  was  a  daughter  of  Thom- 
as Barnum.  and  the  first  white  child  born  in  Dan- 
bury. Paul  had  six  sons  and  four  daughters,  all 
born  at  Bullet  Hill,  Pembroke  District.  Danbury : 
Anna,  born  1775,  married  Jesse  Hoyt,  and  died  in 
Danburv  in  1848:  Hannah,  born  1776,  married 
Elias    Boughton,    and   died    in    Danbury,    in    1843; 

i  Betsv,  born  1779  (spinster),  died  in  Danburs-  in 
1859:  Elizabeth,  born  1781,  married  John  Knapp, 
and  died  in  Danburv  in  1862:  James,  born  1783. 
married  Waity  Budlong,  and  died  in  Danbury  in 
1865:  Daniel,  born  1785.  married  Miss  Aiken,  and 
died  in  Xew  Haven  in  1823;  Paul  S.,  born  1789. 
married  Reiney  Wood,  and  died  in  Hartford  in 
1841  :  David,  born  1701.  married  Deborah  Knapp 
Boughton,  and  died  in  Hartford  in  1834:  Silas,  born 
1793,  married  Isabel  Williken,  and  died  in  Albany 
in  1861  :  and  Ezra,  born  1801,  married  Sybil  Prich- 
ard,  of  Waterbury.  and  died  in  Hartford  in  1879. 

'(  V)  David  Hamilton,  son  of  Paul,  born  1791, 
died  1834.  He  married  Deborah  Knapp  Boughton, 
born  in  1790.  and  died  in  1864.  They  reared  the 
following  children:     Julia   Ann,   born    1812,  mar- 
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rial  William  G.  Ellis,  died  in  Hartford  in  1850. 
C'larissa  ^[ariette,  born  in  1815.  married  Hiram 
Wildinaii,  died  in  Hartford  in  i88q:  Lorenzo,  born 
ill  i8i8,  married  Lavinia  Delliber,  died  in  Cali- 
foriiia  in  1869:  Orville.  born  in  1821,  married  Eliz- 
abetli  Lyon,  died  in  Texas  in  1888:  David  Iloush- 
tdii,  bom  in  1824 ;  Elizabeth,  born  1827,  married 
Henry  Champlin,  and  is  still  living,  a  widow,  in 
Hartford. 

David  Boughton  Hamilton  spent  his  boyhood 
days  in  Danbury,  and  received  his  education  in  his 
native  town,  and  at  a  select  school  in  Hartford. 
In  early  youth  he  had  a  desire  for  the  ministry,  and 
began  preparation  for  a  life  work  in  the  pulpit, 
but  the  bent  of  his  mind  was  neither  in  that  direc- 
tion nor  in  the  legal  profession,  to  which  he  turned 
his  attention  for  a  time.  His  was  a  distinctively 
business  nature,  and,  by  a  process  of  natural  se- 
lection, he  became  a  business  man  of  high  stand- 
ing. In  early  youth  he  taught  school  for  two  years, 
and  in  185 1  became  a  clerk  in  the  postofifice  at 
Hartford.  Two  years  later  when  the  Rogers' 
Brothers  organized  for  the  manufacture  of  silver- 
plated  ware,  he  became  a  salesman  for  the  new 
firm.  In  1858  he  joined  the  firm  of  Rogers  & 
Bros.,  and  his  connection  with  the  silver  plating  in- 
dustry was  interrupted  during  forty-two  years  only 
on  two  dccasions,  once  when  he  visited  Californi;i 
in  1856  for  the  benefit  of  his  health,  and  again  dur- 
ing iiis  service  in  the  L'nion  army  in  the  Civil  war. 

Mr.  Hamilton  entered  the  service  in  1861,  al- 
most immediately  on  the  breaking  out  of  the  Re- 
bellion. On  that  memorable  April  19,  1861,  he  was 
in  Baltimore,  just  after  the  attack  upon  the  L'ninn 
soldiers.  The  next  day  he  was  in  Washington,  ami 
joined  a  company  of  volunteers  raised  by  Col. 
Cassius  M.  Clay  for  the  defense  of  the  capitol.  In 
a  few  days  he  returned  to  Connecticut,  and  en- 
listed for  regular  service  in  the  5th  Conn.  V.  I., 
where  he  received  a  commission  as  first  lieutenant. 
He  was  promoted  to  be  captain  in  1862,  and  was 
honorably  discharged  for  serious  disabilities  Jan.  10, 
1863.  Capt.  Hamilton  made  a  fine  record  as  a 
soldier,  and  was  highly  esteemed  by  all  his  old 
comrades. 

Mr.  Hamilton  was  secretary  of  Rogers  &  Bros. 
from  the  incorporation  of  the  firm  until  1868,  when 
he  was  elected  treasurer.  In  1878  he  became  presi- 
dent also,  filling  both  positions  to  the  eminent  sat- 
isfaction of  all  interested  in  the  enterprise.  Capt. 
Hamilton  was  president  of  the  Manufacturers'  Na- 
tional Bank  from  its  incorporation  in  1881,  of  the 
Waterbury  Lumber  and  Coal  Co.  from  its  reorgan- 
ization in  1883,  and  of  the  Connecticut  Steam  Boiler 
Inspection  and  Insurance  Co.  from  i8gi  to  1894. 
He  was  also  extensively  interested  in  various  im- 
portant business  enterprises  throughout  the  State, 
more  especially  in  the  William  Rogers  Manufactur- 
ing Co.  of  Hartford,  the  Meriden  Britannia  Co. 
and  the  Bridgeport  Brass  Co.,  being  a  director  in 
each. 


I  Politicallv  Capt.   Hamilton   was    a    Republican, 

and  in  his  time  filled  many  important  official  posi- 
tions, which  were  chiefly  municipal  and  business  in 
their  character.     In  1881  he  was  elected  to  fill  the 
j   State   Senatorial  vacancy  created  by  the  death  of 
I   Senator  Brown.     He  served  the  city  as  councilman 
and  alderman,  and  was  a  member  of  the  Board  of 
i   Water  Commissioners  from  1885  to  1803.     He  had 
j  been   selectman  of  the  town,  and  chairman  of  the 
j   Board  of  School  'Visitors.     As  a  member  of  a  com- 
;  mittee  of  three,  appointed  by  the  Wadhams   post, 
j   G.  A.  R.,  to  raise  money  for  a  soldiers'  monument, 
j  he  rendered  material  assistance  to  that  commend- 
i  able  enterprise.     Capt.   Hamilton  belonged    to  the 
I   New  York  Commanderv  of  the  Loyal  Legion,  the 
'   I.  O.  O.  P.,  and  the  Masonic  fraternity,  where  he 
was  also  a  Knight  Templar.     Capt.  Hamilton  was 
a  man  of  much  ambition  and  business  energy,  and. 
in  his  business  character,  had  visited  every  State 
:   of   the   Union.      He    was   an    indenendent   thinker, 
:   much   interested   in   philosophical  and   social   prob- 
lems,  and   deeply   devoted   to   the   progress   of   the 
j   world. 

I         On  May  6,  1847,  Capt.  Hamilton  married  Mary 
Rogers,  daughter  of  S.  Rogers,  of  Hartford,  and 
she  died  M^y  22,   1859.  leaving    one  son,  Charles 
Alfred,  born  May  3,  1849.     On  June  9,  1863,  Capt. 
Hamilton  was  united  in  marriage  with  Mary  Eliza- 
beth,  daughter   of   William    Birely.    of     Frederick, 
{   Md.    He  became  acquainted  with  Nliss  Birely  while 
',  doing  detached  duty  under  Gen.  Banks.     She  died 
i  Aug.  27,  1870,  leaving  two  children,  Lewis  Birely 
i  and  Katherine,  of  whom  the  former,  born  in  1864, 
is  a  graduate  of  Yale,  class  of  1886,  and  is  a  civil 
engineer  by  profession.     Capt.  Hamilton  was  mar- 
ried, Sept.   I,   1871,  to  Isabel  L.,  daughter  of  John 
I   Griswold  Ely,  of  Lyme.     This  union   was  blessed 
j  by  the  birth  of  one  child,  Paul,  who  was  born  Sept. 
1    I,  1873,  ^'""^l  is  a  graduate  of  the  Sheffield  Scientific 
j   School  at  Yale,  class  of    1894.     Capt.   Hamilton's 
!   last   illness   resulted   from   the  lodging  of   a   small 
fish-bone  in  the  larynx,  where  it  caused  ulceration, 
and  ultimately  resulted  in  death.     Eminent  special- 
ists were   employed,   but   without   avail,  and   Capt. 
Hamilton   died   Sunday   morning,    Aug.    14,    i8c)S. 
Mrs.  Hamilton,  the  widow  of  this  gallant  sol- 
dier, distinguished  leader  in  the  business  world,  and 
old-school  gentleman,  still  survives.     She  is  eighth 
in  line  from  Richard,  "the  settler."     This  Richard 
Elv,  first  of  the  Ely  family  in  America,  came  from 
Plymouth,   England,   in   1660,  and   settled   in   Bos- 
ton.     His    grandfather,    Leonard    Ely,    Elder    of 
Wouston,  who  died  in   161 5,  was  the  grandson  of 
John  Ely,  born  about  1492,  and  who  was  Warden 
of    the    palace    of    the    Bishops    of    Winchester    in 

1540- 

When  Richard  Ely  came  to  this  country  he  was 
a  widower  with  two  sons,  William  and  Richard.  .\ 
carved  oak  chest  which  he  brought  with  him  is  in 
a  state  of  perfect  preservation  to-dav.  in  the  family 
of  one  of  his  descendants.     In    1664  he  married 
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Widow  Cullick.  sister  of  Col.  Fenwick,  and  settled 
at  Lyme,  on  the  Connecticut  river,  where  he  and 
his  sons,  in  a  few  years,  owned  4,000  acres  of  land. 
He  died  in  1690,  and  a  few  years  later  a  stone  was 
erected  to  his  memory,  in  the  Ely  burying  ground 
at  Lyme,  on  which  is  recorded  the  following:  "'His 
descendants  besides  peopling  these  mansions  of  the 
dead,  are  greatly  multiplied  in  the  land." 

(II)  William  Ely,  son  of  Richard,  born  1647, 
died  1717.  He  married  Elizabeth  Smith,  daughter 
of  Simon  Smith,  who  with  twenty-eight  others  took 
up  all  the  land  between  Haddam  and  Saybrook, 
except  Six-r^Iile  Island ;  the  latter  was  the  home 
of  W'illiam.  To  William  and  Elizabeth  were  born 
the  following  children:  Ann.  Elizabeth,  Richard, 
Mary,  Daniel  (had  fc)ur  wives),  W'illiam,  Jr.,  De- 
borah and  Johanna. 

(III)  William  Ely,  Jr.,  son  of  William,  mar- 
ried, first,  in  1715,  Hannah  Thompson,  of  Ipswich, 
IMass.,  and,  second,  Mary  Xoyes.  He  had  ten  chil- 
dren, seven  of  whom  were  born  of  his  first  mar- 
riage, namely :  Jacob,  James,  Martha,  Deborah, 
Mary  Ann,  Samuel  and  Ammi :  by  his  second  mar- 
riage:  Hannah, '  Alary  and  Ann.  The  first  si.s: 
were  baptized  by  the  first  minister  of  Lyme. 

(IV)  James  Ely.  son  of  William,  Jr..  born  1718, 
died  1766.  He  married  Dorcas  Andrew;,  of  Ips- 
wich, in  1742.  They  had  ten  children  :  Elizabeth, 
James,  Ruhama,  Jacob,  Dorcas.  Tabitha,  Aaron, 
Andrew,  John  and  Gad.  Of  these,  all  six  of  the 
sons  served  in  the  Revolution,  and  Aaron  was  killed 
at  the  battle  of  Kings  Bridge  in  1776. 

(V)  James  Ely,  son  of  James  Ely  and  Dorcas 
Andrews,  born  in  1743,  married  Catherine  Hays,  .in 
1768,  and  afterward  Prudence  Hewitt.  P.y  his  first 
wife  he  had  nine  children:  Richard,  James,  Dor- 
caj,  Phoebe,  Aaron,  John,  Kate,  \\'illiam  and  Calvin. 

(VI)  John  Ely,  son  of  James  and  Catherine 
Hayes,  born  1781,  died  1817,  married  Lucy  Miller 
(died  1859,  aged  eighty-two).  They  had  six  chil- 
dren :  Horace,  William,  John  Griswold,  Rodney, 
Ansel  and  Calvin. 

(VII)  John  Griswold  Ely,  son  of  John  and  Lucy 
(Miller)  Ely,  born  in  1810,  died  1863,  was  the  fa- 
ther of  Mrs.  Hamilton.  In  1S30  he  married  Sally 
Pratt  Williams,  who  was  born  in  181 2,  and  died 
in  May,  1901,  in  Lyme.  Thev  had  eleven  children: 
John  Heber,  Elizabeth,  Oscar,  Ellen,  Patterson, 
Isabel  L.  (jNIrs.  Hamilton),  Ernest,  Emma,  Lewis, 
Edna  J.  and  Edward  W. 

CAPT.  ELBERT  L.  FORD,  an  influential  citi- 
zen of  Milford,  was  born  in  that  town  Feb.  21, 
1847,  son  of  Samuel  A.  Ford,  and  grandson  of 
Samuel  Ford.  The  family  has  been  well  known  in 
the  town  for  several  generations,  our  subject's  line 
of  descent  being  as  follows :  Thomas  Ford,  Jr., 
Thaddeus,  Samuel,  Samuel  A.  and  Capt.  Elbert. 
The  Fords  are  a  very  long-lived  people,  some  living 
to  be  over  one  hundred  years  of  age,  and  many  to 
be  over  ninety. 


Samuel  Ford,  the  grandfather  of  Capt.  Elbert, 
was  a  native  of  the  locality,  and  passed  his  life  there 
as  a  farmer.  He  married  Polly  Smith,  of  Milford, 
and  had  the  following  children:  David  S.,  who 
was  a  farmer  and  shoemaker  in  Milford;  Lewis,  a 
carriage-maker,  who  was  last  heard  from  while 
serving  as  a  soldier  in  the  Civil  war;  Samuel  A., 
our  subject's  father;  James,  a  carriagemaker,  now 
residing  in  New  York  State:  and  Catherine,  who 
married  Everett  Smith,  a  shoemaker  in  Milford, 
where  she  now  resides. 

Samuel  A.  Ford  was  born  and  reared  in  Alilford 
and  became  a  farmer  there.  Politically  he  was  a 
Republican,  and  in  religious  faith  both  he  and  his 
wife  were  Congrcgationalists.  He  died  March  7, 
1882.  He  married  Sarah  E.  Smith,  a  native  of 
Stratford,  Conn.,  and  a  daughter  of  John  Smith,  of 
that  town.  Mrs.  Ford  passed  away  Dec.  28.  1898. 
Our  subject  was  the  eldest  in  the  familv.  the  others 
being:  Elizabeth  j\I.,  wife  of  Alonzo  W.  Burns,  of 
Milford;  Emily  E.,  wife  of  Merritt  C.  Ford,  of  Mil- 
ford: Lauren  A.,  a  mason  of  the  same  town;  and 
Edwin  E,,  who  died  in  infancy, 

Elbert  L.  Ford  attended  the  district  schools 
near  his  home  and  the  high  school  in  Milford 
village.  On  leaving  school  he  chose  a  seafaring 
life,  and  when  only  twenty-two  years  old  was  mas- 
ter of  a  vessel,  and  his  skill  as  a  master  and  pilot 
won  him  a  high  reputation.  In  November,  1881, 
he  passed  a  successful  examination  and  received  a 
United  States  master's  license  for  steam  vessels, 
upon  the  Atlantic  coast,  its  sounds,  bays  and  har- 
bors. In  1883  he  became  captain  of  William  M. 
Merwin  &  Sons'  oyster  steamer,  which  position  he 
held  for  twelve  years.  In  1869  Capt.  Ford  married 
Miss  Elva  W.  \Vhittlesey,  daughter  of  Samuel  and 
Wealthy  Whittlesey,  of  Stratford,  Conn.  She  died 
in  1872,  leaving  one  child.  Bertha  E.  In  1875  Mr. 
Ford  married  Aliss  Carrie  W.  Sherwood,  daughter 
of  Capt.  Joseph  Wakeman  Sherwood,  of  Southport, 
Conn.,  and  bv  this  marriage  there  are  nine  children : 
Lillian  W.,  Grace  S.,  Ethel  S.,  Samuel  E.,  Ada  F., 
William  A.,  E.  Lewis,  Cecil  and  Arthur  S. 

Capt.  Ford  is  deservedly  popular  in  his  town. 
He  was  elected  selectman  in   1893-94-95-96-99-00- 

01,  and  for  five  years  was  first  selectman  and  town 
agent.  He  is  one  of  the  oldest  members  of  the 
Milford  Fire  Department,  of  which  he  served  many 
years  as  foreman.  Fraternally  he  is  identified  with 
Ansantawae  Lodge,  Xo.  89,  F.  &  A.  ^I. ;  Solomon 
Chapter,  No.  3,  R.  A.  M. ;  Harmony  Council,  No. 
8,  of  New  Haven  ;  New  Haven  Commandery,  No. 

2,  K.  T. :  Pyramid  Temple,  Nobles  of  the  Alystic 
Shrine,  Bridgeport :  Lucia  Chapter,  No,  25,  O.  E. 
S. ;  and  Wopowage  Lodge,  No.  14,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  Mil- 
ford. Capt.  Ford  and  family  attend  St.  Peter's 
Episcopal  Church  of  Milford. 

RUFUS  NORTON  LEETE  (deceased)  is  re- 
membered as  one  of  the  prominent  and  influential 
members  of  the  Leete  familv,  one  of  the  oldest  and 
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l)cst  known  in  Guilford.  He  was  born  at  Leete's 
bland,  near  Guilford,  Aug.  17,  1812,  the  second 
stin  of  Miner  and  Lucinda  (Norton)  Leete,  and  a 
descendant  of  Gov.  William  Leete,  the  progenitor  of 
most  of  the  Leetes  in  America.  He  was  prominent 
in  the  Menuncatuc  plantation  and  in  the  town  of 
Ciuilford,  and  in  his  official  relations  to  the  Colony 
of  New  Haven,  and  later  the  United  Connec- 
ticut Colonies. 

Gov.  Leete  came  to  America  in  the  Rev.  Henry 
Wliitfield  Company,  and  was  one  of  the  signers  of 
the  riantation  Covenant,  on  shipboard,  Jan.  i,  1639. 
lie  was  born  in  Dodington,  Huntingdonshire, 
luigland,  in  1612  or  1613,  and  was  a  grandson  of 
Thomas  Leete,  of  Ockington,  Cambridgeshire,  Eng- 
land, who  married  ?vlaria  Slade,  of  Rushton,  North- 
amptonshire, daughter  of  Edward  Slade.  To 
Thomas  Leete  were  born  four  children :  John,  of 
Dodmgton  (the  elder);  John,  of  Islington;  Jane, 
who  married  Richard  Dale ;  and  Rebecca,  who  mar- 
ried Thomas  Fowler.  John  Leete,  of  Dodington, 
son  of  Thomas  of  Ockington,  married  Ann  Shute. 
daughter  of  Robert  Shute,  one  of  the  Justices  of 
the  King's  Bench.  To  this  union  three  children 
were  born:  William;  John,  of  Aledlow  Grange. 
Huntingdonshire,  England;  and  Ann,  who  married 
Robert  Kuly. 

William  Leete,  son  of  John,  of  Dodington,  was 
bred  in  the  law,  and  served  for  a  considerable  time 
as  clerk  in  the  Bishops'  Court,  at  Cambridge,  where, 
observing  the  oppressions  and  cruelties  then  prac- 
ticed on   the  conscientious   and   virtuous   Puritans, 
he  was  led  to  examine  more  thoroughly  their  doc- 
trines  and   practices,   and   eventually   to   become   a 
Puritan  himself  and  to  give  up  his  office.     Coming 
to   America   as    noted    above,    he   arrived    at    New 
Haven  about  July  10,  1639.    When  they  had  agreed 
-^pon  Guilford  as  a  place  of  settlement,  he  was  one 
of  the  six  selected  to  purchase  the  land  from  the 
native  Indians  in  trust  for  the  plantation  until  their 
organization.     He   selected   for   himself  about   250 
acres  of   land  three  miles   west   of   Guilford,   now 
known  as   Leete's   Island.      He  filled   many   public 
offices  in  the  New  Colony,  and   was'  clerk  of  the 
plantation  from  1639  to  1662.     He  was  also  one  of 
four  to  whom  was  intrusted  the  full  civil  power  of 
the  plantation,  without  limitation,  until  a  church  was 
formed.    He  was  selected  one  of  the  "seven  pillars" 
of  the  foundation  work.    He  was  deputy  from  Guil- 
ford  to   the   General    Court   in    New    Haven    from 
'^'43  to  1650  and  from  1651  to  1658  he  was  magis- 
trate of  the  town.     In   1658  he  was  chosen  deputy 
governor  of  the  Colony,  and  continued  in  that  office 
until  1661,  when  he  was  elected  governor,  an  office 
which  he  held  until  the  union  with  Connecticut,  in 
l'j'>4-     After  the  union  he  was  an  assistant  until 
i^'it),  when  he  was  elected  deputy  governor  of  the 
Connecticut  Colony,  holding  that  office  until   i6;6, 
when   !u-   was  chosen  governor.      He   retained   the 
office  by  continuous   re-elections    until    his    death. 


April  16,  1683.  Upon  being  elected  governor  he 
removed  to  Hartford,  where  he  lived  continuously 
until  his  death,  and  was  buried  there. 

William  Leete  married  first  in  England,  about 
1638,  Anna  Payne,  daughter  of  Rev.  John  Payne, 
of  Southoe.  She  died  Sept.  i,  1668.  For  his  sec- 
ond wife  he  married  April  7,  1670,  Sarah,  widow 
of  Henry  Rutherford ;  she  died  Feb.  10,  1673.  He 
married  for  his  third  wife,  Mrs.  JMary  Street,  who 
had  been  twice  married  before,  first  to  Gov.  Francis 
Newman,  and  later  to  Rev.  Nicholas  Street ;  she 
died  Dec.  13,  1683.  His  children  were:  John,  born 
in  1639,  is  mentioned  below ;  Andrew,  born  in  1643, 
married  Elizabeth  Jordan ;  William  married  Mary 
Fenn ;  Abigail  married  Rev.  J.  Woodbridge ;  Caleb, 
born  Aug.  24,  1651,  died  Jan.  13,  1673;  Gratiana 
was  born  Dec.  22,  1653;  Peregrine,  born  Jan.  12, 
1658.  died  young;  Joshua,  born  in  1659,  died  Feb- 
22,  1660;  Anna,  born  March  10,  1661,  married  John 
Trowbridge. 

(II)  John  Leete,  son  of  Gov.  William,  was  born 
in  1639  in  Guilford,  and  is  said  to  have  been  the 
first  white  child  born  in  the  town.  He  married,  Oct. 
4,  1670.  Marv,  daughter  of  William  and  Joanna 
(Sheafe)  Chittenden.  She  was  born  in  1647,  and 
died  March  9,  1712.  John  Leete  died  Nov.  25,  1,692. 
Children:  Ann,  born  Aug.  5,  1671,  married  John 
Collins :  John,  born  Jan.  4.  1674,  married  Sarah 
Allen;  Joshua,  born  July  7,  1676,  married  Mary 
Munger;  Sarah,  born  Dec.  16,  1677,  married  Elia- 
kim  Marshall;  Pelatiah,  born  March  26,  1681,  is 
mentioned  below;  Mehita:bel,  born  Dec.  10,  1683, 
married  Dr.  Anthony  Lahore;  Benjamin,  born  Dec. 
26,   1686,  married  Rachel  Champion ;  Daniel,  born 

.  Dec.  23,  1689,  died  young. 

(HI)  Pelatiah  Leete,  the  fifth  child  of  John 
Leete,  was  married  July  i,  1705.  to  Abigail,  daugh- 
ter of  Abraham  and  Elizabeth  (Bartlett)  Fowler, 
and  they  soon  after  removed  to  Leete's  Island,  where 
no  settlement  had  before  been  made.  The  land  had 
been  allotted  to  his  grandfather.  Gov.  Leete,  after 
proper  purchase  from  the  Indians,  and  the  title  to 
the  greater  part  of  this  soil  has  never  been  out  of 
the  family  name.    Upon  these  ancestral  acres  seven 

'  generations  of  Leetes  have  resided  as  farmers,  mem- 
bers of  each  generation  being  content  to  remain 
and  follow  the  occupation  of  their  forefathers,  most 

;  of  them   with   success   and   profit.     Originally   the 

'  soil  was  very  fertile,  and  it  is  said  of  Deacon  Pela- 

'  tiah  Leete  that  he  farmed  so  successfully  that  he 
did  not  consider  a  hundred  bushels  of  shelled  corn 
to  the  acre  more  than  an  average  yield.     He  also 

I  had  a   herd  of  one  hundred   head   of   neat   cattle. 

i  In  1735  he  erected  a  large  house  on  a  commanding 
spot  on  his  farm,  overlooking  the  waters  of  the 
Sound,  in  which  he  lived  until  his  death.  Oct.  13, 

>  1768,  at  the  ripe  old  age  of  eighty-seven.  This 
house  was  later  occupied  by  descendants  in  several 
generations.  Pelatiah  was  deacon  of  the  Fourth 
Church  of  Guilford.     He  was  also  a  representative 
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His  wife  died 

Their  cliildren 

13,   1707,  died  June  2. 

1709,  is  mentioned  be- 

28,   171 1,  died  Oct.  21, 

1 71 3,  married  Lydia 


of  the  town  in  the  General  Court 

Oct.  22,   1769,  aged  ninety  years. 

were:     Abigail,  born   Sept. 

1792;  Daniel,  born  Oct.   14, 

low ;  Mehitabel,  born  Sept. 

171 1  ;  Pelatiah,  born  March 

Crittenden;  Mehitabel,  born  in  1714.  married  John 

Brewster. 

( IV )  Deacon  Daniel  Leete,  eldest  son  of  Deacon 
Pelatiah,  was  also  a  deacon  of  the  Fourth  Congre- 
gational Church  of  Guilford.  He  was  engaged  in 
farming  and  stockraising  at  Leete's  Island  and 
built  a  house  near  the  residence  of  his  father,  which 
became  noted  in  the  Revolution.  In  1874  it  was  de- 
molished and  upon  its  site  was  erected  the  present 
residence  of  Calvin  'M.  Leete.  Deacon  Daniel 
Leete  died  Oct.  i,  1772.  He  married,  June  14, 
1738,  Rhoda,  daughter  of  Caleb  and  Sarah  (  Meigs ) 
Stone,  of  Guilford,  born  Xov.  2,  1719,  died  Dec.  23, 
1769.  Both  are  buried  in  the  Guilford  cemetery. 
Children  :  Rhoda,  born  April  14,  1739,  married  Xoah 
Rogers;  Daniel,  born  April  17,  1742,  married 
Charity  Norton;  Ambrose,  born  Jan.  19,  1748,  is 
mentioned  below ;  Abraham,  born  Sept.  25,  1753, 
died  Oct.  26,  1753;  Abraham  (2),  born  April  5, 
1755;  died  Xov.  5,  1757. 

(V)  Deacon  Ambrose  Leete,  son  of  Deacon 
Daniel,  was  born  on  the  homestead  at  Leete's  Island, 
Jan.  19,  1748.  Like  his  father  and  grandfather  he 
was  a  deacon  of  the  Fourth  Congregational  Church, 
chosen  to  that  office  in  1786,  and  to  the  same  otflce 
in  the  First  Church  in  1807.  He  married,  Xov. 
10,  1773.  Miranda,  daughter  of  William  and  Ra- 
chel (White)  Chittenden,  and  died  Feb.  14,  1809; 
his  widow  survived  until  Sept.  16,  1838,  reaching 
the  age  of  ninety-one  years  and  six  months.  Chil- 
dren^ Ambrose,  born  X^'ov.  10,  1774.  married 
Catherine  \\'ard :  Miranda,  born  Jan.  8,  1777,  died 
Dec.  21,  1822;  Miner,  born  June  30,  1779,  is  men- 
tioned below  :  Abraham,  born  Jan.  i,  1784,  died  Feb. 
26,  1848;  Wealthy,  born  Oct.  27,  1785,  died  March 
23,  1870. 

(VI)  Miner  Leete  was  born  on  the  Leete's 
Island  farm,  where  he  spent  his  life  in  agricultural 
pursuits,  a  well-known  citizen.  He  died  compara- 
tively young  in  life,  X'ov.  7,  1826,  aged  forty-seven 
years,  and  was  buried  in  the  Leete  cemetery.  He 
married,  X'ov.  17,  1807.  Lucinda  Xorton,  born  Xov. 
18,  1780,  in  Guilford,  daughter  of  Col.  Rufus  and 
Hannah  (Cook)  Xorton.  She  died  Aug.  28.  1848, 
and  was  buried  in  the  family  cemetery.  Their  five 
children  were  as  follows:  (i)  Edward  Lorenzo, 
born  June  28,  1810,  resided  through  life  at  Leete's 
Island,  was  a  deacon  in  the  church,  and  died  May 
3,  1884.  He  married  Sylvia  Fowler,  and  had  two 
children,  Edward  Walter  and  Lucy  Louisa.  He 
compiled  the  Leete  genealogy.  (2)  Rufus  X'orton, 
bom  Aug.  17,  1812.  is  mentioned  below.  (3)  Theo- 
dore Adgate,  born  May  18,  1814.  married  Mary  C. 
White,  and  died  April  28,  1886,  leaving  three  chil-   , 


dren,  Ella  Louisa,  Rev.  William  White,  and  Theo- 
dore Woolsey.  He  graduated  from  Yale  College  in 
1839,  subsequently  from  Yale  Theological  Seminary, 
and  filled  several  pastorates.  (  4  ) '  Calvin  Miner 
born  Oct.  18,  1816,  married  Lucv  Maria  Leete.  (5) 
Louisa  Maria,  born  Aug.  20,  1822,  died  unmarried 
July  29,  1855. 

(VII)  Rufus  Xorton  Leete  passed  his  entire  life 
m  the  locality  of  his  birth,  revered  bv  the  associa- 
tions of  six  generations  of  ancestors.  He  was  reared 
on  his  father's  farm,  and  upon  reaching  manhood 
adopted  agricultural  pursuits  as  his  life  vocation, 
following  same  with  merited  and  signal  success  al' 
his  days.  In  1848  he  erected  a  residence  at  Leete's 
Island,  which  he  occupied  until  his  death,  which 
occurred  Dec.  28,  1894,  when  he  was  aged  eighty- 
two  years.  His  remains  were  interred  in  Leete's 
Island  cemetery.  Mr.  Leete  was  of  a  retiring  dispo- 
sition, and  was  known  to  be  a  man  of  unttinching 
honor  and  unimpeachable  integrity,  steadfast  in  his 
convictions  and  principles.  In  politics  he  was  an 
earnest  and  consistent  Democrat,  in  religious  faith 
an  active  member  and  liberal  supporter  of  the  Bajv 
tist  Church  in  Guilford  during  its  existence.  He 
was  largely  interested  in  the  industrial  development 
of  his  native  town,  aside  from  his  farm  pursuits ; 
was  a  large  stockholder  in  the  Guilford  Manufactur- 
ing Co.,  and  for  a  number  of  years  was  an  efficient 
member  of  the  Guilford   Savings   Bank. 

On  Oct.  2^,  1833.  Rufus  X.  Leete  married  Sarah 
Bishop,  daughter  of  Ezra  S.  and  Abigail  ( X^^ortoii ) 
Bishop,  who  survives  him.  ]\Irs.  Leete  is  a  de- 
scendant of  an  old  X'ew  England  family.  She  is 
of  the  seventh  generation  from  ( I )  John  Bishop, 
the  founder  of  the  familv  in  Guilford.  (II)  John 
Bishop,  his  son,  married  Susannah  Goldenham,  and 
to  them  were  born  nine  children,  ol  whom  (III) 
Xathaniel  Bishoo.  the  fourth  child,  was  ben  in 
1666,  and  died  May  16,  1714.  He  married,  Feb.  9, 
1693,  ^lercy  Hughes,  who  was  born  Mav  20,  1676. 
and  died  Dec.  7,  1760.  Their  chidren  were  as  fol- 
lows: X'^athaniel.  born  Xov.  17,  1693,  married  Abi- 
gail Stone,  and  died  Sept.  24,  1760:  Samuel,  born 
July  20,  1695,  married  Hannah  Hull,  and  died  Feb. 
24,  1771  ;  Mary,  born  X'ov.  29,  1697,  <^l'^d  young; 
Ebenezer,  sketch  of  whom  follows ;  Exner'ence, 
born  April  2,  1705;  Temperance,  bom  April  27, 
170C),  married  X'athaniel  Lee,  and  died  March  29, 

1751- 

( I\  )  Ebenezer  Bishop,  youngest  son  of  Xa- 
thaniel, was  born  Sept.  22,  1701,  in  Xorth  Guilford, 
where  he  engaged  in  farming.  In  1729  he  married 
Mehitabel  Chittenden,  who  was  born  Sept.  30,  1712. 
Their  fourteen  children  were  as  follows:  Aliah, 
born  March  26,  1730,  married  Ruth  Snow,  and 
died  X'ov.  30,  1765;  Temperance,  born  March  i, 
1732,  married  Giles  Chittenden;  Mabel  was  born 
Dec.  17,  1733;  .Amos,  born  May  5,  1735,  died 
young;  Ezra,  born  X'ov.  27,  1736,  died  young; 
Ebenezer,  born  March  i,  1738,  died  young;  Eber, 
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born  Sept.  i,  1740,  resided  in  Xew  Milford;  Beulah, 
liorii  Dec.  10,  1742,  married  Thomas  Fowler;  James, 
iKirn  June  3.  1745,  married  Eliza  Wetmore,  and 
died  June  16,  1832;  Xathaniel  was  born  May  6, 
1747;  Olive,  born  June  6,  1749.  married  Xoah  Gris- 
wold,  and  died  Nov.  28,  1817;  Xeriah,  sketch  of 
wiiom  follows;  Jared  was  born  Aug.  17,  1753; 
Luther  was  born  Aug.  20,   1755. 

(V)  Xeriah  Bishop,  born  Aug.  28,  1751,  in 
North  Guilford,  died  x\pril  22,  1796.  He  married, 
May  10,  1781,  Rachel  Stone,  who  was  born  July 
30,  1757-  Their  three  children  were:  Rachel,  born 
I"eb.  13,  1782;  Neriah,  born  May  16,  1783  (married 
Harriet  Handy)  ;  and  Ezra  Stone,  sketch  of  whom 
follows. 

(VI)  Ezra  Stone  Bishop,  born  June  13,  1786, 
in  Guilford,  died  June  29,  1873.  He  married,  April 
23,  1809,  Abigail  Norton,  born  Feb.  11,  1791, 
daughter  of  Jared  and  Sarah  (Brockett)  Norton. 
She  died  Nov.  5,  1829.  Their  seven  children  were: 
Eliza,  born  Sept.  9,  1810;  Sarah,  born  Sept.  18, 
1812,  widow  of  Rufus  X.  Leete.  our  subject;  Mar- 
garet, born  Sept.  11,  1815,  who  died  Sept.  7,  1879; 
William  H.,  born  March  23,  1819,  who  married 
Sarah  Griffing;  Charles,  born  Dec.  12,  1823,  who 
married  Emily  Cochrane;  George,  born  Sept.  12, 
1825,  married  to  Florilla  C.  Fowler;  and  Abigail, 
burn  in  October,  1829,  who  died  Dec.   13,  1882. 

To  Rufus  N.  and  Sarah  (Bishop)  Leete,  were 
born  si.x  children:  (i)  Nancy,  born  Oct.  23,  1834, 
married,  Feb.  12,  1862,  Walter  G.  Bishop,  of  Meri- 
den,  and  died  in  Guilford,  April  4,  1886.  (2)  Rich- 
ard Aliner,  sketch  of  whom  follows.  (3)  Roger 
Calvin,  sketch  of  whom  follows.  (4)  Ellen  Lu- 
cretia,  born  Aug.  20,  1840,  married,  Feb.  22,  1887, 
W.  G.  Bishop.  (5)  Rufus  Burton,  bom  June  22, 
1843.  (6)  Margaret  Elizabeth,  born  March  11, 
1846. 

Ricn.\RD  Miner  Leete,  eldest  son  of  Rufus  N., 
was  born  on  the  homestead  Nov.  20,  1836,  and  re- 
ceived his  education  at  the  district  schools  and  the 
Guilford  academy.  L'ntil  his  marriage  he  remained 
at  home  with  his  parents,  working  on  the  farm 
during  the  summers  and  teaching  school  in  the 
winter  seasons.  After  his  marriage  he  commenced 
farming  on  his  own  account  on  a  farm  owned  bv  his 
father  in  the  Leete's  Island  District,  and  also  kept 
store  for  seven  years,  though  agricultural  pursuits 
have  practically  been  his  life  vocation.  In  religious 
faith  he  is  a  member  of  the  Third  Congregational 
Church,  as  are  also  his  wife  and  the  several  mem- 
bers of  his  family.  In  his  political  predilections  he 
was  originally  an  ardent  Democrat,  but  is  now  an  j 
equally  zealous  Prohibitionist,  and  for  a  term  of 
years  has  faithfully  served  his  town  as  justice  of 
the  peace. 

On  Nov.  14,  1861,  Richard  ^^I.  Leete  was  mar- 
ried to  Mary  E.  Norton,  a  daughter  of  Anson  and 
Fanny  Norton,  the  former  of  whom  descended  from 
an  old  Guilford  family,  whose  genealo.g}-  is  given 
below,     A  brief  record  of  the  seven  children  born 


1644.  For  his  sec- 
Hubbard,  born  in 
His  son  John,  who 


to  Richard  and  Alary  Leete  is  as  follows:  (i) 
Anson  Miner,  born  Jan.  19,  1863,  married  Nellie 
Snow.  (2)  Arthur  Bishop,  born  Jan.  13,  1864, 
married  Eunice  Stannard;  he  is  station  agent  at 
East  Haven  for  the  New  York.  New  Haven  &  Hart- 
ford Railroad.  (3)  Ellsworth  Norton,  born  Jun^ 
26,  1866,  married,  Oct.  30,  1889,  Annie  B.  Fowler, 
who  died  June  3,  1896,  leaving  two  sons,  Richard 
F.  (born  Feb.  14,  1891)  and  Edgar  R.  (born  April 
30,  1893).  He  married  second,  Oct.  17,  1900,  Eliz- 
abeth Dudley.  He  is  a  bookkeeper  in  New  Haven. 
(4)  Jennie  Elizabeth,  born  June  2J,  1868,  married 
Nathan  S.  Rose,  of  North  Branford.  (5)  Fannv 
Helen  was  born  Feb.  2,  1870.  (6)  Sarah  Ellen 
was  born  April  19,  \?^-j2.  (7)  Carrie  ]vlay,  born 
iMarch  20,  1875,  died  IMarch  29,  1875. 

Norton  F.\mily.  John  Norton,  son  of  Thomas 
and  Grace  Norton,  the  first  of  the  name  in  Guilford, 
was  a  native  of  England,  born  in  1628  in  Ockley, 
County  of  Surrey.  He  came  with  his  parents  to 
America,  locating  in  Guilford,  where  in  1664  he 
married  Hannah  Stone,  born  in 
ond  wife  he  wedded  Elizabeth 
1638.    He  died  March  5,  1704. 

was  the  second  of  that  name  born  to  him,  first  saw 
the  light  in  East  Guilford,  Conn.,  Mav  29,  1668. 
On  Nov.  14,  1694,  he  married  Hannah  Buck,  born 
April  12,  1671,  in  Wethersfield,  Flartford  county: 
he  died  March  15,  1712,  in  Guilford  and  was  buried 
there;  she  died  Oct.  22,  1739.  For  her  second  hus- 
band she  married  John  Fowler.  To  John  and  Han- 
nah Norton  were  born  ten  children. 

John  Norton,  third  in  order  of  birth  in  the  fam- 
ily of  John,  was  born  Dec.  13,  1699.  He  married 
Elizabeth  Robinson,  and  died  Jan.  9,  1797. 

John  Norton,  son  of  John,  was  born  in  Decem- 
ber, 1734,  and  died  in  Guilford  Aug.  17,  1804.  He 
married,  Dec.  27,  1758,  Lucy  Lee,  born  in  1740, 
who  died  in  March,  1802,  the  mother  of  eight  chil- 
dren:  (i)  Ambrose,  born  Feb.  13,  1760,  married 
Hannah  Hall,  and  died  in  March,  1813.  (2)  Sarah, 
born  in  Alay,  1761,  married  Caleb  J.  Hall,  and  died 
Aug.  24,  1843.  (3)  William,  borii  in  1762,  served 
in  the  Revolutionary  war.  and  died  in  1782.  (4) 
John,  born  in  1763,  died  Aug.  27,  1773.  (5)  Ruth, 
born  in  1765,  married  Jehiel  Strong.  (6)  Silas, 
sketch  of  whom  follows.  (7)  James,  born  in  July, 
1774,  married  Huldah  Chittenden,  and  died  Sept. 
I,  1850.  (8)  Andrew,  born  Sept.  13.  1776,  married 
Ruth  Chittenden,  and  died  July  9,  1859. 

Silas  Norton,  born  Feb.  20,  1769,  died  Nov.  29, 
1821.  He  married.  Feb.  18.  1792,  Lucy  Chitten- 
den, born  Feb.  9,  1774,  died  July  22,  1859.  Their 
children:  (i)  Alathea,  born  Jan.  12.  1795,  died 
July  22,  181 1.  (2)  Harriet,  bom  March  16.  1797. 
died  Oct.  14,  1875.  (3)  Huldah  was  born  June 
18,  1798.  (4)  Polly,  born  Oct.  26,  1800,  married 
Martin  Hoadley.  (5)  John  Ward,  born  Feb.  26, 
1802,  married  Jane  Nichols.  (6)  Anson,  sketch  of 
whom  follows.  (7)  Silas,  born  Aug.  28,  1805, 
married  Eliza  Everts,  and  died  Aug.  17,  1848.     (8) 
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Lucyette,  born  Jan.  31,  1807,  married  George  Stan- 
nard.  (9)  Augustus  Dennison,  born  Dec.  i,  1810, 
married  Julia  Perow.  (10)  James  Austin,  born 
Dec.  22,  18 14,  married  Ann  Gale. 

Anson  Norton,  father  of  Mrs.  Richard  M. 
Leete,  was  born  Dec.  7,  1803,  and  died  Sept.  3,  1859. 
He  married,  Oct.  7,  1838,  Mrs.  Fanny  Bishop,  who 
was  born  Sept.  2,  1804.  and  died  Xov.  10,  1S71. 
Their  children:  Mary  Emma,  born  Jan.  3.  1840, 
wife  of  Richard  ]M.  Leete;  and  James  Lewis,  born 
May  14,  1842,  who  married  Minnie  A.  Hotchkiss. 

Roger  Calvix  Leete,  second  son  of  Rufus  N., 
was  born  at  Leete's  Island.  Guilford,  Aug.  30, 
1838,  and  received  a  good  education,  in  part  at 
the  district  schools,  in  part  at  the  high  school  at 
Guilford.  L'ntil  he  was  thirty-one  years  of  age  he 
remained  on  the  homestead,  and  then  removed  to 
his  present  farm,  which  was  part  of  the  homestead, 
and  where  he  has  since  followed  agricultural  pur- 
suits. 

In  October,  \&v).  Mr.  Leete  married  Miss  Helen 
A.  Park,  who  was  born  in  Sheshequin,  Pa.,  a 
•daughter  of  Amos  and  Arlette  M.  (Griffen)  Park, 
and  two  children  came  to  them,  viz. :  Irving  P., 
bom  Jan.  22,  1875,  attended  the  district  scliool  of 
his  neighborhood,  also  the  Guilford  high  school, 
and  entered  the  third  year  of  a  course  at  Yale  Uni- 
versity;  he  died  Aug.  2,  1896.  R.  Wayne,  the  sec- 
ond son,  born  Aug.  9,  1876,  received  a  similar  edu- 
cation at  the  district  schools,  and  had  just  entered 
Yale  when  he,  too,  was  called  from  earth,  Dec.  8, 
1896.  The  mother  died  May  3,  1898.  She  and  her 
sons  were  highly  respected  in  the  community,  and 
their  taking  away — the  sons  within  a  brief  period 
of  a  few  months — the  mother  following  so  soon 
afterward,  was  a  terrible  blow  to  the  bereaved  fa- 
ther, who  still  finds  in  the  genuine  sympathy  of  the 
community  some  little  solace  to  his  sorrow.  He  is 
a  quiet  unostentatious  citizen,  and  a  useful  member 
of  society,  one  who  lives  up  to  the  "golden  rule." 
In  politics  he  is  a  Democrat,  and  at  the  present  time 
is  serving  as  selectman  of  Guilford. 

WALTER  A.  MAIN,  one  of  the  most  in- 
fluential and  esteemed  citizens  of  Orange,  was  born 
in  that  town  Aug.  6,  1854.  His  grandfather.  Brad- 
ley Main,  was  a  fanner  of  Coventry.  Tolland  coun- 
ty, Conn.,  where  he  passed  his  life,  and  where  he 
died  at  an  advanced  age. 

Elias  T.  Main,  father  of  Walter  A.,  was  one  of 
a  family  of  six  children,  onlv  one  of  whom  is  yet 
living,  Abbie,  wife  of  Elijah  F.  West,  of  Hartford, 
whose  son  Fred  A.  is  a  member  of  the  board  of 
aldermen  of  that  city.  Elias  T.  Alain  was  a  man  of 
high  personal  character  and  great  public  spirit,  and 
was  universally  respected  and  beloved  by  his  fellow 
townsmen,  who  repeatedly  evinced  their  admiration 
for,  and  confidence  in,  him  by  electing  him  to  of- 
fices of  grave  responsibility  and  high  trust.  He 
was  born  in  New  Haven  in  1819.  In  early  life  he 
was  a  carriage  maker,  and  while  yet  a  young  man 


took  an  active  part  in  public  affairs,  being  foreman 
of  a  (hand)  fire  engine  company  and  captain  of 
the  military  organization  known  as  the  Governor's 
Foot  Guards.  In  1852  he  disposed  of  his  business 
in  New  Haven  and  removed  to  Orange,  where  he 
purchased  a  farm  and  engaged  in  agricultural  pur- 
suits. In  1858  he  was  elected  town  clerk,  which 
office  he  held,  through  successive  re-elections,  for 
thirty  years,  or  until  his  death,  Sept.  20,  1888,  at  the 
age  of  sixty-nine  years.  In  1873,  the  location  of 
the  town  offices  being  moved  to  the  borough  of 
W'est  Haven,  he  abandoned  farming  and  devoted 
himself  wholly  to  his  public  duties.  In  addition 
to  the  office  of  town  clerk  he  held  that  of  registrar 
of  vital  statistics.  His  acquaintance  was  co-exten- 
sive with  the  limits  of  the  town,  and  his  incor- 
ruptible probity,  joined  to  a  keen  business  sagacity, 
commanded  universal  respect.  He  was  an  ardent 
Republican  in  politics,  and  was  for  many  years 
chairman  of  the  town  committee  and  a  delegate  to 
numerous  conventions.  In  1872  he  was  elected  a 
member  of  the  Lower  House  of  the  General  Assem- 
bly. He  was  of  a  genial  disposition  and  fond  of 
social  pleasure.  A  charter  member  of  New  Haven 
City  Lodge,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  he  filled  all  the  chairs  in 
that  body,  including  that  of  past  noble  grand,  and 
was  for  forty  years  a  member  of  the  Grand  En- 
campment. He  was  an  earnest  and  consistent  mem- 
ber of  the  Baptist  Church  of  New  -Haven,  as  was 
also  his  wife,  who  preceded  him  to  the  grave,  dying 
at  the  age  of  forty-three.  Her  maiden  name  was^ 
Jane  E.  Smith,  and  she  was  the  only  child  of  Will- 
iam A.  Smith,  a  prosperous  farmer  of  Orange,  of 
which  town  her  family  were  early  settlers,  and 
where  she  herself  was  born.  Of  the  seven  children 
born  to  Mr.  and  i\Irs.  Elias  T.  Main,  five  are  yet 
living,  Walter  A.  being  the  fourth.  Martha  is  the 
wife  of  William  M.  Russell,  of  Tyler  City,  in  the 
town  of  Orange :  William  D.  is  a  resident  of  Hart- 
ford ;  Mary  E.  resides  in  West  Haven :  Arthur  L. 
is  manager  of  the  Spring  Lake  Co.,  of  West  Haven. 
Clifford  L.,  who  was  in  the  employ  of  the  Electric 
railway,  died  during  the  summer  of  1901,  leaving  a 
wife  and  four  children,  who  reside  in  West  Haven. 
Walter  A.  Main  passed  his  boyhood  upon  his 
father's  farm  in  Orange,  and  his  early  education 
was  received  at  the  common  schools  and  academy  cf 
that  town.  After  graduating  from  the  latter  insti- 
tution he  entered  his  father's  office,  as  assistant. 
Here  under  the  care  of  a  wise  and  loving  father. 
he  received  his  first  business  training,  readily  mas- 
tering all  details  and  proving  himself  a  capable  and 
efficient  clerk.  In  fact,  he  continued  to  render  more 
or  less  aid  to  his  father  in  the  discharge  of  the 
duties  of  the  office  until  the  latter's  demise,  when 
he  became  his  successor.  Meanwhile  he  was  made 
the  incumbent  of  various  other  important  offices. 
From  1874  until  1883  he  was  deputy  postmaster  at 
West  Haven,  the  actual  supervision  of  the  office  de- 
volving almost  wholly  upon  him.  In  addition  there- 
to he  was  chosen  tax  collector  for  the  town   and 
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lNir..n-li  in  i»77.  aiul  ^vas  annually  re-elected  until 
iSS;  '"in  i^"^"^;  lie  was  elected  first  selectman,  but 
ri-.i-m'.l  that  office  to  accept  the  post  of  town 
lii-rk  which,  as  has  been  said,  was  offered  him  upon 
his  fathers  death.  In  1891,  however,  failing  health 
CMniiK-lled  him  to  seek  recuperation  in  the  more 
^.,Ii,l,rious  climate  of  California,  where  he  remamed 
until  June,  1893.  During  his  sojourn  on  the  coast 
he  was  connected  with  various  local  companies  for 
irrigation,  besides  being  interested  in  orange  cul- 
ture. The  following  year,  upon  his  return  to 
( )raiige,  he  was  again  elected  first  selectman,  and 
has  lieen  annually  re-elected,  holding  the  office  at 
the  present  time.  Like  his  father,  Mr.  Main  is  an 
i-nrnest  Republican,  and  a  valued  man  in  the  coun- 
cils of  his  party,  having  been  for  many  years  chair- 
man of  the  town  committee,  and  a  frequent  dele- 
gate to  county  and  state  conventions.  In  1900  he 
was  elected  a  member  of  the  General  Assembly  to 
represent  the  town  of  Orange,  and  has  served  as 
clerk  of  the  committee  on  Cities  and  Boroughs, 
which  was  one  of  the  important  committees  of  the 
session. 

In  1883  Mr.  Main  embarked  in  the  real  estate 
and  insurance  business,  which  he  resumed  on  his 
return  from  the  West,  and  represents  some  of  the 
oldest  and  soundest  companies  in  the  country, 
among  them  the  tierman  American,  Aetna,  London 
.^\\|\  Commercial  L'nion.  He  is  treasurer  of  the 
."Spring  Lake  Ice  Co..  in  which  concern  he  is  a  large 
>tiH.-kholder.  Mr.  ]\Iain"s  business  career  has  been 
I  xcept'.onally  successful,  having  been  molded  upon 
tlie  principles  of  sound  judgment  and  unwavering 
integrity. 

Mr.  Main  is  a  member  of  the  Royal  Arcanum 
and  a  Mason  of  high  rank,  having  passed  through 
all  the  degrees  of  the  fraternity  up  to  the  32d.  and 
affiliates  with  Annawan  Lodge,  Xo.  115,  A.  F.  & 
.•\.  M,.  of  West  Haven  ;  Franklin  Chapter,  R.  A. 
M.,  and  Harmony  Council,  of  New  Haven :  New- 
Haven  Commandery,  K.  T. ;  La  Fayette  Consistory; 
and  Pyramid  Temple,  Nobles  of  the  Mystic  Shrine. 
lie  is  also  a  member  of  the  Second  Companv  of 
Governor's  Foot  Guards,  of  New  Haven. 

In  November,  1879,  Mr.  [Main  was  married  to 
Carrie  E.,  daughter  of  Sidney  Smith,  a  shoe  dealer 
mWest  Haven,  and  his  wife,  Sarah  (Goodell),  of 
\\cstville.  Mrs.  Main  is  one  of  a  family  of  four 
children,  of  whom  only  she  and  a  brother,  Edward 

survive ;    her   parents    are    also    deceased.     To 


■  Jr.  and  Mrs.  Main  have  been  born  three  children, 
M'ldrcd  L..  Florence  S.  and  W.  Raymond.  In  re- 
h;;i"Ms  faith  Mr  Main  Is  a  Congregationalist,  and 
JHcu.ls  the  services  of  that  denomination. 

.  V/''\'^*'^-  AUGUSTUS  WILCOX  was  born 
in  .Madi.on.  Xew  Haven  countv,  Sept.  30,  1830, 
and  makes  his  summer  home  iri  his  native  town. 
Me  o.incs  of  one  of  the  oldest  families  of  Xew 
l-.ngland  and  is  seventh  in  line  of  direct  de- 
scent   from   Juhn    Wilco.x,   the   first   of   the   familv 
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in  America,  who  settled  in  Hartford  prior  to 
1*^39.  was  one  of  the  original  proprietors  and 
held  several  responsible  offices ;  he  had  his  home 
on  the  present  site  of  the  Park,  near  the  State 
House,  and  had  a  good  estate.  He  died  in 
165 1  and  left  one  son,  John,  who  came  with  him 
from  England,  and  two  daughters. 

George  Augustus  Wilcox  is  a  son  of  the  late 
Jonathan  S.  Wilcox  and  Chloe  (Hand),  a  sister  of 
Daniel  Hand.  He  was  graduated  from  Yale  College 
in  1852,  and  after  spending  a  year  at  the  South,  went 
to  Detroit,  Mich.,  where  he  entered  the  law  office  of 
his  uncle.  Judge  George  E.  Hand,  and  was  admitted 
to  the  Michigan  Bar  in  1854.  Mr.  Wilcox  began 
the  practice  of  his  chosen  profession,  and  continued 
it  until  1880,  when  he  returned  East,  and  has  since 
spent  his  summers  in  Madison,  and  his  winters  in 
the  city  of  Xew  York.  Mr.  Wilcox  is  a  gentleman 
of  genial  character  and  much  culture.  He  has  trav- 
eled quite  extensively  both  in  this  country  and 
abroad,  and  has  occasionally  contributed  literarv  ar- 
ticles for  publication.  Independent  in  politics  and 
religion,  he  holds  his  own  views  and  does  not  hesi- 
tate to  express  them  on  occasion  clearly  and  posi- 
tively. 

^Ir.  Wilcox  was  married,  in  Brooklyn.  X.  Y., 
to  Alary  H.  Crenelle,  a  daughter  of  William  H. 
Crenelle,  and  has  one  child,  Constance. 

AIARTIX  KELLOGG  XORTHAM,  a  progress- 
ive and  prominent  farmer  of  the  town  of  Branford, 
was  born  in  Chatham,  Middlesex  Co.,  Conn.,  Oct. 
16,  1818,  son  of  John  Cone  and  Rachel  (Kellogg) 
Xortham. 

Jonathan  X'ortham,  the  paternal  grandfather  of 
Martin  K.,  was  a  soldier  in  the  war  of  the  Revolu- 
tion, and  received  a  pension  on  account  of  his 
service  in  the  Continental  army.  Fie  was  a  farmer, 
and  died  at  Alarlboro  at  the  advanced  age  of  eightv- 
seven  years. 

John  Cone  Xortham  was  born  in  Marlboro. 
Conn.  He  was  reared  to  farming,  but  became  a 
quarryman,  and  was  employed  for  many  years  in 
the  quarries  at  Haddam  Xeck.  He  died  at  the  age 
of  sixty-four  years.  Mr.  Xortham  first  married 
Rachel  Kellogg,  a  native  of  Chatham,  and  daughter 
of  Martin  and  Rachel  (Hosford)  Kellogg,  the  for- 
mer of  whom  was  a  farmer  in  the  town  of  Chatham. 
To  this  union  were  born  children  as  follows :  John 
M.,  Martin  K.,  Lucy  A.  (wife  of  Hubbard  Fuller). 
Joel  K.  and  William  B.,  of  whom  Martin  and  Lucy 
survive.  By  his  second  wife,  Anna  Brainerd, 
daughter  of  Frederick  Brainerd,  Mr.  Xortham  be- 
came the  father  of  two  children:  Laura  B.,  who 
married  William  Bishop ;  and  Frederick  B.,  a  far- 
mer, who  married  Ellen  Lee. 

Martin  Kellogg  Xortham  was  reared  in  his  na- 
tive town,  where  he  received  a  common  school 
education,  and  at  the  age  of  sixteen  years  started  out 
in  life  for  himself  as  a  driver  in  the  quarries,  in 
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which  employment  lie  acquitted  himself  creditably, 
and  won  the  good  opinion  of  his  employers.  When 
he  had  become  somewhat  older  he  worked  at  stone 
cutting,  beginning  at  this  trade  in  1836,  and  con- 
tinuing in  same  until  1867.  In  1859  Mr.  Xortham 
located  in  Branford,  and  there  followed  the  stone 
cutter's  trade  up  to  1867.  when  he  turned  his  atten- 
tion to  farming,  which  has  been  his  occupation  ever 
since.  He  owns  and  cultivates  a  fine  tract  of  eighty 
acres.  Our  subject  is  active  m  local  affairs,  es- 
pecially in  the  advancement  of  educational  interests, 
liaving-  been  a  member  of  the  school  board  for  twelve 
consecutive  years,  during  which  period  he  has  given 
his  time  and  influence  with  such  good  effect  that 
three  new  school  houses  have  been  erected  in  Bran- 
iord  and  Stony  Creek.  He  has  also  acted  as  select- 
man of  the  town,  and  in  his  public  service,  as  in  his 
private  life,  his  duties  are  ably  and  promptly  per- 
formed. His  political  allegiance  is  given  to  the  Re- 
publican party. 

Mr.  Northam  was  married  July  2,  1863,  to  El- 
len L.  Palmer,  who  was  born  May  24,  1843,  only 
child  of  Hezekiah  and  Mary  (Beach)  Palmer,  of 
Branford.  Both  her  parents  died  in  1892,  within 
two  weeks.  Air.  Palmer  was  a  sailor,  as  was  also 
his  father.  James  Palmer,  who  was  drowned  off  the 
coast  of  Xew  Jersey.  ]\Ir.  and  Mrs.  Xortham  have 
had  two  children,  John  H.  and  Calvin  K.  John  H. 
X'ortham  was  born  Feb.  15,  1865,  married  Cora 
Bishop,  who  was  born  June  19,  1868,  and  has  four 
children — Robert  H.,  born  Xov.  22.  1889;  Adeline 
E.,  born  May  12,  1891  :  Frederick  R..  born  July  25, 
1892;  and  Martin  P.,  born  Sept.  22.  1896.  John  H. 
Northam  is  an  engineer  in  the  Xorcross  Quarry, 
Stony  Creek.  Calvin  K.  X'ortham  was  born  June 
17,  1866,  married  Jennie  Botsford,  X'ov.  16,  1897, 
and  has  one  child,  Eva  May.  He  is  a  farmer  by 
occupation.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  X'ortham  both  belong 
to  the  Stony  Creek  Congregational  Church,  and 
their  long  career  of  honorable  industry  and  fine 
character  are  known  and  recognized  in  the  com- 
munity. 

CHARLES  THEROX  HOTCHKISS.  a  prom- 
inent and  influential  citizen  of  Cheshire,  was  born 
in  the  town  of  Bethany.  July  9.  1834.  and  traces 
his  ancestry  back  to  Samuel  and  Elizabeth  (Clev- 
erly) Hotchkiss.  natives  of  Essex.  England,  who 
came  to  X'ew  Haven,  Conn.,  in  1641,  and  were  mar- 
ried there  the  following  year.  Samuel  Hotchkiss 
was  a  tiller  of  the  soil,  and  was  the  founder  of  the 
settlement  in  Wallingford.  where  he  died.  His  chil- 
dren were  John,  who  was  born  in  1643,  and  died  in 
1682;  Samuel,  born  in  1645;  James,  born  in  1647; 
Joshua,  born  in  165 1  ;  Thomas,  born  in  1654:  and 
David,  born  in  1657.  Of  this  family.  Joshua  Hotch- 
Tciss  was  born  in  Wallingford.  and  wedded  Mary 
Hotchkiss.  of  X'ew  Haven,  by  whom  he  had  twelve 
children,  namely:  Mary.  Stephen,  Martha,  Pris- 
cilla,  Abraham,  Desire,  Isaac.  Jacob,  John.  Eliza- 
beth, Mary  (2),  and  Mary  (3).    Jabez  Hotchkiss, 


a  son  of  one  of  these,  was  born  in  Bethany,  Xew 
Haven  county,  and  there  spent  his  entire  life.  His 
children  were  Stephen,  the  granilfather  of  Charles 
T. ;  Mary,  bom  June  3.  1763:  Timothy,  born  Jan. 
22.  17^)6:  Lydia.  born  April  i,  17C8.  died  in  1773; 
Eleazer.  born  June  4.  1770:  Lvdia  (2),  born  Juae  I 
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Stephen  Hotchkiss  was  also  a  life-long  resident 

of  Bethany,  where  he  was  born  Oct.  31,  1761,  and 
he  died  in  1847,  3t  the  ripe  old  age  of  eighty-seven 
years.  His  wife,  who  bore  the  maiden  name  of 
Hannah  Brown,  passed  away  at  the  age  of  eighty. 
In  their  family  were  the  following  children:  Har- 
ley.  father  of  Charles  T. :  Rebecca,  wife  of  Minott 
Collins  ;  Wealthy,  who  died  young  ;  Eber,  who  mar- 
ried Thurza  Driver;  Stephen,  who  married  Abi- 
gail Hotchkiss;  Haimah.  wife  of  John  Russell; 
Jared,  who  mari-fed  Am\-  French,  still  a  resident  of 
Bethany  ;  Jesse,  who  married  Caroline  Lounsbury  ; 
and  George,  who  married  Laura  Sperry,  who  died 
in  Xew  Haven.  All  lived  in  Bethany  and  are  now 
deceased. 

Harley  Hotchkiss  was  born  Sept.  12.  1791,  and 
reared  in  Bethany,  where  he  married  Harriet  Col- 
lins, also  a  native  of  that  town  and  a  daughter  of 
Benjamin  Collins.  (Her  mother's  maiden  name 
was  Ford.)  They  -ontinued  to  make  their  home 
there  throughout  life,  the  father  devoting  his  time 
and  attention  to  agriculture.  He  died  March  29, 
i860,  and  his  wife  was  burned  to  death  by  the 
destruction  of  a  house  two  years  later,  when  she 
was  aged  seventy  years.  To  them  were  born  four 
children  :  ( i )  Wealthy  Ann  married  William  Gil- 
yard,  of  Seymour,  and  died  in  1892.  leaving  three 
children,  ]\Iary,  Thomas  F.  and  Sarah  L.  (2)  An- 
drew T.  married  Belinda  Buckingham,  and  died 
in  Bethany  in  1877.  leaving  four  children:  Ernest 
Z.,  Isa  A.,  Harley  D..  and  Andrew  T..  now  of 
Xew  Haven.  (3)  Harris  died  young.  (4)  Charles 
T.  completes  the  family. 

Charles  T.  Hotchkiss  was  reared  in  his  native 
town  and  obtained  a  good  practical  education,  which 
enabled  him  to  successfully  engage  in  teaching  for 
a  period  of  thirty-six  winters.  As  a  teacher  he 
came  to  Cheshire  in  early  life,  and  here  he  pur- 
chased a  farm  in  April.  1861.  While  following  his 
profession  during  the  winter  season  until  recentlv 
he  has  engaged  in  farming,  with  marked  success, 
through  the  summer  months.  He  also  gives  con- 
siderable time  to  work  at  the  mason's  trade. 

In  186 1  Mr.  Hotchkiss  was  married,  in  South 
Canaan,  to  Miss  Emma  \'ictoria  Watson,  a  native 
of  Torrington,  Conn.,  and  a  daughter  of  George 
and  Jane  (Belden)  Watson,  the  former  of  whom 
died  in  Roseville,  Illinois,  the  latter  in  Xorfolk. 
Conn.  By  this  union  were  born  three  children, 
namely:  Mary  Claribel.  Mrs.  Warren  Andrews, 
of  Cheshire ;  Clarence  H.,  who  died  at  the  age  vi 
six  and  one-half  years ;  and  Harriet  I.,  wife  of 
Everett  Pardee,  of  X'ew  Haven.  Both  of  the 
daughters  have  been  teachers.  Fraternally  Mr. 
Hotchkiss   is   a  member  of  the    Patrons   of    Hus- 
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liaiulrv,  and'  politically  is  a  stanch  Democrat.  He  is 
it.iw  scrvingf  as  justice  of  the  peace,  and  is  the 
pri'sont  chairman  of  the  board  of  education.  He  is 
alM>  .secretary  and  treasurer  of  the  Hotchkiss  re- 
iiiiiiin.*.  which  held  their  twentietli  annual  meeting 
ill  1900,  when  175  representatives  of  the  family 
were  ])resent.  He  is  regarded  as  one  of  the  lead- 
ing and  most  highly  respected  citizens  of  Cheshire, 
and  it  is,  therefore,  consistent  that  he  be  repre- 
sented in  a  work  whose  province  is  the  portrayal 
(.f  the  lives  of  the  prominent  men  of  Xew  Haven 
county. 

ALP.ERT  PHELPS  is  the  president  of  the 
1 'helps  &  Bartholomew  Co.,  .well  known  as  manu- 
facturers of  clocks  of  all  grades,  and  is  prominent 
aiiuMig  the  business  men  whose  enterprise  and  en- 
ergy liave  created  the  thriving  city  of  Ansonia. 
The  product  of  their  factory  is  in  demand  in  all 
parts  of  the  United  States,  and  the  reputation  of 
the  firm  for  excellent  workmanship  is  constantly 
increasing  their  trade.  The  business,  which  was 
established  nineteen  years  ago  under  the  firm  name 
of  Phelps  &  Bartholomew,  was  reorganized  in  1886 
as  a  stock  company,  with  a  capital  of  Si  5.000,  and 
(Uir  subject  has  been  at  its  head  ever  since.  At 
present  the  other  officers  are  A.  H.  Bartholomew, 
treasurer,  and  Howard  D.  Phelps,  secretary.  They 
started  with  twelve  hands  and  a  small  shop,  the 
(iardner  building,  and  now  employ  over  a  hundred 
b.Tiuis,  and  have  a  factory  125  feet  long,  45  feet 
wide  and  four  stories  high,  with  a  wing  30x25 
feet  in  size.  The  firm  has  had  some  difficulties  to 
overcome  on  account  of  persecution  by  larger  firms 
on  the  question  of  patent  rights,  but  they  have  for- 
tunately been  free  from  labor  troubles  and  in  the 
regular  receipt  of  good  orders. 

Albert  Phelps  was  born  July  13.  1839,  in  Marl- 
boro, Conn.,  where  his  ancestors  were  early  set- 
tlers. Oliver  Phelps,  his  grandfather,  was  a  lead- 
ing farmer  of  that  locality  and  an  active  supporter 
of  the  work  of  the  Methodist  Church.  He  died  at 
the  age  of  sixty-seven,  and  his  wife,  Mary  (Hills), 
who  was  born  in  that  vicinity,  died  at  the  age  of 
seventy-four.  Their  family  consisted  of  six  chil- 
dren, all  of  whom  are  deceased.  David  Phelps,  our 
subject's  father,  was  born  in  1810,  and  reared  at 
Marlboro,  and  learned  the  trade  of  stonemason. 
Later  he  went  to  Bristol  and  ■  worked  in  a  clock 
factory  for  a  time,  and  for  twenty  years  he  was 
similarly  employed  in  Hartford,  but  he  retired  a 
few  years  previous  to  his  death,  which  occurred 
July  ID,  1873.  Politically  he  was  a  Republican,  and 
he  took  an  active  interest  in  local  affairs,  serving 
"u  the  board  of  relief  and  as  justice  of  the  peace. 
He  was  prominent  in  religious  work  as  a  member 
ot  the  Methodist  Church  and  for  a  number  of 
years  he  led  the  choir,  his  voice  being  unusually 
hne.  He  married  Hannah  Freeman,  a  native  of 
Hebron,  Conn.,  who  is  now  living  in  Bristol.  Of 
their  five  children  four  are  living,  viz. :    Jane,  wife 


of  William  Garlick,  of  Bristol;  Albert,  our  subject; 
Mary,  wife  of  George  Lewis,  of  Bristol ;  and 
George,  who  is  employed  in  cur  subject's  factory  at 
Ansonia. 

At  the  age  of  fourteen  Albert  Phelps  accom- 
panied the  family  to  Bristol,  and  his  education  was 
secured  in  the  common  schools.  At  eighteen  he  be- 
gan work  in  the  Bristol  clock  shop,  where  he  re- 
mained a  number  of  years,  and  in  1871  he  located 
in  Ansonia,  taking  the  contract  to  make  movements 
for  the  Ansonia  Clock  Co.  After  a  time  he  was 
made  superintendent  of  the  movement  department, 
but  on  the  removal  of  the  company  to  Brooklyn  he 
engaged  in  business  for  himself,  in  partnership  witli 
Arthur  H.  Bartholomew,  as  stated  above.  In  pol- 
itics Mr.  Phelps  is  a  Democrat,  and  he  has  served 
on  the  board  of  relief.  Socially  the  family  is  promi- 
nent, and  he  is  a  member  of  Franklin  Lodge,  F. 
&  A.  ]\L,  of  Bristol.  He  is  identified  with  the 
Episcopal  Church,  his  family  being  active  workers 
in  that  organization. 

In  1864  Mr.  Phelps  married  ^liss  Nellie  Oakley, 
a  native  of  New  York  City,  and  they  have  two  chil- 
dren:  (i)  Howard  D.,  who  is  connected  with  our 
subject's  factory,  married  ]\Iiss  Annie  Tuttle,  and 
has  two  children,  Helen  and  Albert.  (2)  Miss 
Maud  is  at  home. 

HON.  DANA  BARTHOLOMEW,  whose  ac- 
tive, busy  and  useful  life  closed  Sept.  i,  1900,  while 
he  was'  staying  temporarily  with  his  family  at 
Saratoga,  N.  Y.,  was  for  many  years  one  of  the 
leading  citizens  and  business  men  of  Ansonia,  and 
a  representative  of  one  of  the  State's  early  families. 

The  branch  of  the  Bartholomew  family  to  which 
our  subject  belonged  traces  its  ancestry  into  the 
sixteenth  century  to  John  Bartholomew,  of  War- 
borough,  England,  who  was  .married  there  in  1551. 
William  Bartholomew,  a  great-grandson  of  this 
John,  grandson  of  John,  and  son  of  William,  :ill 
of  England,  born  there  in  1602-03,  married  Anna 
Lord,  and  came  to  Boston  in  the  ship  "Griffin"  in 
1634.  In  1635  he  was  chosen  a  deputy  to  the  Gen- 
eral Court  of  Ispwich,  Mass.  From  this  first  Amer- 
ican ancestor  the  subject  of  this  sketch  was  a  de- 
scendant in  the  eighth  eeneration,  his  line  being 
through  William  (2),  Isaac,  Abraham,  Abraham 
(2).  Jonathan  and  Jeremiah  H.  Bartholomew. 

Hon.  Jeremiah  Hotchkiss  Bartholomew,  the  fa- 
ther of  our  subject,  was  born  April  18,  1814,  in 
that  part  of  Farmington,  Conn.,  now  Plainville. 
He  received  a  limited  education  only,  attending  the 
district  school  until  fifteen  years  of  age,  and  then 
learned  the  tanner's  trade.  Subsequently  he  clerked 
for  a  time  for  Adna  Whiting,  of  Plainville,  and  fol- 
lowed various  occupations,  always  with  application, 
intelligence  and  perseverance,  characteristics  which 
afterward  brought  him  power  and  influence.  He 
was  employed  in  the  Wolcottville  Brass  Kettle  Fac- 
torv,  became  superintendent  and  ultimately  general 
agent  of  a  large  business  of  the  same  character  in 
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Ansonia,  for  which  Anson  G.  Phelps,  of  New  York 
furnished  the  capital.  Here  Mr.  Bartholomew's 
business  capacity  was  given  a  field,  and  the  Battery 
Mills,  Brass  &  Copper,  and  Brass,  Copper  &;  Iron 
Wire  Mills,  with  their  numerous  branches — which 
were  built,  started  and  operated  most  successfully 
for  some  twenty-five  and  more  years  by  him  as 
agent,  superintendent,  etc.,  of  the  very  extensive 
manufacturing  firm  of  Phelps,  Dodge  &  Co. — are 
evidences  of  his  ability.  Mr.  Bartholomew  held 
such  position  until  ill  health,  in  1876,  compelled 
him  to  retire. 

By  the  personal  efforts  of  IMr.  Bartholomew  the 
N€w  Haven  &  Derby  railroad  was  built  to  Bir- 
mingham and  Ansonia.  He  became  its  president  in 
1874,  and  continued  as  such  until  the  time  of  his 
death,  in  1884.  In  all  matters  of  public  interest  Mr. 
Bartholomew  was  foremost  in  action,  liberal  in  aid, 
and  completed  all  his  undertakings  successfully. 
He  represented  his  town  and  district  in  the  House 
and  Senate.  His  political  affiliations  were  with  the 
Republican  party.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Congre- 
gational Church  from  1843  until  his  death. 

On  Sept.  15.  1834.  Mr.  Bartholomew  was  mar- 
ried to  Polly  H.,  daughter  of  Truman  Root,  of 
Bristol,  Conn.,  and  to  the  union  were  born  chil- 
dren as  follows:  Sophronia.  Adele  (who  died 
when  ten  years  old),  Dana,  Frances,  Arthur  H. 
and  Emma. 

Dana  Bartholomew,  our  subject  proper,  was 
born  April  8.  1847,  i"  what  was  fonnerly  Wolcott- 
ville,  now  Torrington,  Conn.,  where  he  attended  the 
district  school  until  he  was  sixteen  years  old,  ancl 
he  was  also  a  student  at  the  Eastman  Business 
College.  Then,  in  keeping  with  his  father's  opinion 
that  the  best  school  for  a  business  life  is  the  bu'^i- 
ness  life  itself,  he  entered  the  employ  of  the  An- 
sonia Brass  &  Copper  Co.  For  fourteen  years 
he  familiarized  himself  with  all  the  process  of  brass 
manufacture,  and  became  a  stockholder  of  the  com- 
pany. In  1877  he  severed  his  managerial  connec- 
tion with  the  company  and  entered  into  partner- 
ship with  A.  B.  Hendryx  for  the  manufacture  of 
wire  bird-cages.  This  business  venture  was  very 
prosperous,  and  when  the  business  was  moved  i-O 
New  Haven,  Mr.  Bartholomew's  many  interests  at 
home  requiring  his  attention,  he  severed  his  con- 
nection with  this  company  and  formed  another  for 
the  manufacture,  under  patent,  of  bits,  augers, 
screw-drivers  and  braces:  but  in  1884  the  floods 
swept  the  entire  plant  away  by  the  breaking  of  the 
dam  of  the  Ansonia  Water  Co.,  in  which  he  was  a 
large  owner.  From  that  time  until  his  death  Mr. 
Bartholomew  was  occupied  in  caring  for  his  many 
invested  interests.  He  served  as  secretary,  man- 
ager, then  as  president  of  the  Ansonia  Water  Co. , 
also  as  presiilcnt,  treasurer  and  agent  of  the  An- 
sonia Hall  Co.,  owning  the  principal  building  in  tlie 
town  for  offices  and  hall.  He  was  a  director  of  the 
Ansonia  Savings  Bank,  the  Ansonia  Ice  Co.  and  the 
Naugatuck    \'alley    Ice    Co.,   of   Bridgeport,   a   di- 


I  rector  and  treasurer  of  the  Meriden  Ice  Co..  and 
I  vice-president  of  the  Mallett  Cattle  Co.  of  Texas. 
I  At  the  time  of  his  death  he  was  president  of  the 
Ansonia  Novelty  Co.  and  the  Ansonia  Telephone 
Co.  He  was  an  enterprising  and  public-spirited 
citizen,  and  held  at  various  times  a  number  of  the 
town  offices.  In  1880  he  was  a  representative  in 
the  General  Assembly  from  Derby. 

Throughout  life  Air.  Bartholomew  was  closely 
identified  with  the  Christian  forces  of  the  town. 
For  years  he  was  deacon  in  the  Congregation.il 
Church  and  also  church  clerk.  He  was  a  Sabbath- 
school  worker  and  teacher  of  great  popularity. 
Like  his  father,  too,  he  was  for  years  one  of  the 
foremost  supporters  of  the  Young  Men's  Christian 
Association  of  the  town,  and  whenever  the  general 
Christian  enterprises  of  the  section  were  in  need  of 
special  help  their  appeals  to  him  were  not  unheeded. 
Mr.  Bartholomew  was  twice  married.  On  Sept. 
17,  1867,  he  married  Miss  Lanette  Wightman.  of 
Southin.gton,  who  died  July  21,  1886,  and  on  March 
17,  1888.  he  married  Aliss  Isabel  H.  Warner,  (if 
Springfield,  Mass..  a  daughter  of  one  of  the  old  and 
honored  families  of  Enfield,  Conn.  To  the  fir^t 
union  were  born  four  children,  namelv :  Ellen 
E.,  Dana  W.,  Jeremiah  Hotchkiss,  and  \'alentine 
(who  died  in  infancy).  To  the  second  marriage 
came  Pauline,  who  died  in  infancy ;  and  Helen  Ger- 
trude, born  Nov.  25,  1890.  The  family  home  on 
South  Clitf  street  is  one  where  wealth  has  set  its 
adornments  and  one  from  which  it;  occupants  have 
dispensed  a  generous  hospitality. 

ALLING.     The    New    Haven    branch    of    the 

Ailing  family  to  which  the  late  Truman  Ailing  and 

i   sons,    Francis   A.    and    John    T.    Ailing,   belonged, 

j  were  descended  from  the  first  settlers  of  the  Colony 

!  of  New  Haven. 

Roger  Ailing,  the  first  American  ancestor  of  the 
New  Haven  branch  of  the  family  under  considera- 
tion, was  born  in  England,  son  of  James,  and 
came  to  New  England,  about  1638:  he  settled  in  tlie 
Colony  of  New  Haven,  then  called  Ouinnipiac. 
About  1642  he  married  Mary,  eldest  daughter  of 
Thomas  Nash,  of  Bendley,  England. 

From  this  first  settler  the  late  Francis  A.  and 
John  T.  Ailing,  of  New  Haven,  were  in  the  eighth 
generation,  their  line  being  through  John.  Capt. 
Jonathan,  John  (2),  Ebenezer,  Jonathan  (2),  and 
Truman  Ailing. 

John  Ailing,  son  of  Roger,  was  born  October 
2,  1647,  married  at  New  Haven,  in  1671,  Susannah 
Coe,  born  in  1653.  Air.  Allins:  died  in  1717,  and 
his  widow  in  1746. 

Capt.  Jonathan  Ailing,  son  of  John,  was  born  in 
1683,  and  married  in  1713,  Sarah,  born  in  1693, 
daughter  of  John  Sacket.  Capt.  Ailing  died  in 
1755  and  his  widow  in  1766.  His  life  had  been  a 
successful  one,  he  became  a  prominent  citizen,  and 
was  captain  of  a  militia  company.  For  tv/enty- 
three  times  he  served  in  the  Legislature,  after  1730. 
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John  Ailing;  (2),  son  of  Capt.  Jonathan,  was 
lidfii  in  1714.  and  married,  in  17.^8,  Abiah  Hitch- 
coct,  horn  in  1715.  Thcv  resided  in  Allingtown, 
where  he  died  in  1761,  and  his  widow  in  1783. 

Ehenezer  Allini;.  son  of  John  (2).  was  born  in 
1741  and  married  Lydia  Punderson,  born  in  1745, 
niul  they  resided  in  Allingtown,  where  he  died  in 
iSix3,  and  she  in  1832. 

Jonathan  Ailing;  (2),  son  of  Ebenezer,  was 
hiirn  Jnly  15.  1775,  and  Nov.  20,  17Q8.  married 
Susannah  Piatt,  born  Jan.  3,  1780.  By  trade  he 
was  a  carpenter,  and  his  last  days  were  spent  in 
\ew  Haven,  where  he  died  in  1861.  and  his  wife 
passed  away  in   1854. 

Truman  Ailing,  son  of  Jonathan  (2).  was  born 
on  I"eb.  7,  1800,  and  was  married  Aug.  20,  1820, 
to  Clarissa  Hendrick,  born  in  1801.  He  died  June 
15,  1892,  and  his  wife  Jan.  9,  1871.  By  trade 
Truman  Ailing  was  a  carpenter,  his  principal  work 
being  the  making  of  boats  and  suitably  fitting  them 
for  the  carriage  of  horses  to  the  \\'est  Indies.  A 
part  of  his  time  was  occupied  in  farming.  His 
children  were:  Mary,  who  married  M.  Armstrong, 
a. skilled  carriage  builder;  William,  deceased,  left 
two  sons,  Burton  and  Leonard,  of  Xew  Haven; 
Francis  A. ;  Robert ;  Julia,  who  is  Mrs.  Pat- 
rick, of  Xorwalk,  Conn. ;  Amelia,  who  died  at  the 
age  of  eleven  years ;  John  Truman  :  and  Harriet. 

Fr.vxcis  a.  Allixg,  son  of  Truman,  was  born 
Sept.  8,  1825,  and  married  Dec.  29,  1853,  Mary  J. 
Briggs,  born  Dec.  13,  1829.  Their  children  were: 
Charles  F.  Ailing,  born  Dec.  29.  1854,  married  Oct. 
31,  1888,  Carlie  A.  Sweet,  born  Oct.  9,  1S67,  and  the 
tenth  generation  came  in  with  th.e  birth  of  Gladys 
H.,  born  Jan.  17.  1892;  Truman  F.,  born  March 
8,  1894;  Hazel  Z.,  born  Xov.  14,  1896;  and  Olive 
A.,  born  Dec.  2j.  1897. 

Francis  A.  Ailing  spent  his  early  school  days  in 
New  Haven,  attending  the  public  schools.  His 
first  important  work  in  building  was  on  the  rail- 
road on  the  first  bridge  across  the  meadows  on  the 
N.  Y.,  N.  H.  &  H.  R.  R.,  and  he  was  foreman  at 
the  time  the  second  track  and  bridge  were  put  in. 
Early  in  his  business  career,  he  went  into  partner- 
ship with  Charles  W'aterhouse,  as  bridge  builders, 
pile  drivers,  joiners,  etc.,  later  continued  in  the  busi- 
ness alone,  and  then  the  partnership  of  Case  it 
Ailing  was  formed  about  1866.  but  this  business 
^vas  dissolved  by  the  death  of  Mr.  Case.  A  partner- 
ship was  then  formed  between  F.  A.  and  D.  R. 
Ailing,  cousins,  this  association  still  continuing. 

John  r.  Ailing,  son  of  Truman,  was  born  July 
23-  ^^i3-  in  Xew  Haven,  and  in  December,  1857, 
married  Fditha  E.  Baldwin,  who  died  April  16, 
1895.  One  daughter,  Eva  E..  was  born  of  this 
union,  Xov.  23,  1863. 

The  eady  school  days  of  John  T.  Ailing  w^re 
spent  in  Xew  Haven,  and  he  also  worked  on  his 
jfather's  farm,  which  was  located  where  Spring 
street  and  vicinity  make  a  thoroughfare  through 
ithe   city.     \\  hen   he   began    to   learn    the   trade   of 


builder,  he  was  under  the  instruction  of  M.  Weaver, 
and  continued  in  active  life  until  his  retirement,  in 
1893.  Mr.  Ailing  was  well  known  in  the  building 
and  contracting  business  where  he  possessed  the  es- 
teem of  his  associates.  His  residence  is  at  Xo.  203 
Spring  street.  Mr.  Ailing  has  always  been  opposed 
to  secret  societies  and  also  to  insurance. 

David  Ailing,  son  of  Jonathan  (2),  was  born  in 
X''ew  Haven  Alay  26,  1802,  and  died  May  4,  1883. 
His  education  was  obtained  in  Xew  Haven  and 
later  he  engaged  in  farming  in  this  city,  in  Orange 
and  in  Westville.  As  a  matter  of  interest,  it  is 
related  that  ^Ir.  Ailing  was  a  winner  in  a  plowing 
contest,  which  was  held  on  the  New  Haven  Green, 
many  years  ago,  and  he  was  considered  one  of  the 
best  judges  of  cattle  in  Xew  Haven  county.  For 
many  years  he  had  been  a  member  of  Trinity 
Church.  David  Ailing  married  Anna,  daughter  of 
Philo  Beers,  of  Trumbull,  Conn.,  and  their  children 
w'ere:  Jane,  deceased;  Phebe  Ann,  who  married 
Eli  Page,  and  has  a  daughter,  Mrs.  B.  G.  Skilton ; 
Emily,  deceased ;  Eliza,  who  married  D.  O.  Camp ; 
Jonathan  B.,  deceased ;  David  Royal  and  Augusta 
Jane,  twins,  of  whom  the  latter  married  C.  G. 
Smith,  and  has  one  daughter,  Lillian  J. 

D.wiD  Royal  Alling  was  born  Sept.  15,  1845, in 
Xew  Haven,  where  his  youth  has  been  spent.  Af- 
ter leaving  the  public  school,  he  entered  the  Charles 
Fabrique  school,  later  the  Stevens  &  Wells  Busi- 
ness College  in  Xew  Haven.  Then  he  became 
clerk,  and  later  bookkeeper  for  Case  &  Ailing,  and 
in  1873  bought  the  interest  of  F.  A.  Alling.  In 
1876,  upon  the  death  of  IMr.  Case,  F.  A.  Alling  pur- 
chased his  interest,  and  the  firm  became  F.  A.  &  D. 
R.  Ailing,  and  this  house  is  now  one  of  the  leading 
business  firms  of  Xew  Haven. 

David  R.  Ailing  is  a  member  of  Quinnipiac 
Lodge,  Xo.  I,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  Past  Xoble  Grand;  Sas- 
sacus  Encampment,  No.  i,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  Past  Chief 
Patriarch;  Grand  Grand  Canton  Sassacus,  Xo.  i, 
Patriarchs  Militant,  Past  Commandant ;  Grand 
Lodge  I.  O.  O.  F.,  Past  Grand  Master  and  Past 
Grand  Representative  to  Sovereign  Grand  Lodge ; 
Xaomi  Rebekah  Lodge,  Xo.  i,  I.  O.  O.  F.  In  Ala- 
sonic  circles  he  is  also  prominent.  Raised  in  Hiram 
Lodge,  X'o.  I,  A.  F.  &  A.  M. ;  affiliated  with 
Wooster  Lodge,  No.  79,  Past  Master;  Franklin 
Chapter.  Xo.  2,  R.  A.  M. ;  Harmony  Council,  Xo. 
8,  R.  &  S.  M.,  Past  Thrice  Illustrious  Master ;  Xew 
Haven  Commandery,  Xo.  2,  K.  T.,  Past  Eminent 
Commander ;  E.  G.  Storer  Lodge  of  Perfection,  A. 
&  A.  S.  R.,  \'alorous  Junior  Grand  Warden;  Elm 
City  Council,  P.  of  J.,  A.  &  A.  S.  R.,  Most  Excellent 
Senior  Grand  Warden ;  Xew  Haven  Chapter  Rose 
Croix,  A.  &  A.  S.  R.,  Most  Wise  and  Perfect  Mas- 
ter ;  Lafayette  Consistory  of  Sublime  Princes  of  the 
Royal  Secret,  A.  &  A.  S.  R.,  Second  Lieutenant 
Commander ;  Supreme  Council  of  Sovereign  Grand 
Inspectors — General  of  the  thirty-third  and  last  de- 
gree of  A.  &  A.  S.  R.  For  some  time  he  has  been 
auditor  in  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Masons  of  Connecti- 
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cut,  and'  is  one  of  the  managers  of  the  Masonic  and 
Odd  Fellows  Home.  In  hi?  religious  belief  he  is 
an  Episcopalian,  and  is  now  serving  as  a  vestryman 
in  Trinity  Church. 

ALOXZO  GRAXXISS  was  born  March  27, 
1820,  in  W'aterbury,  where  he  still  resides,  at  his 
home  on  Prospect  street,  honored  and  respected  by 
all  who  know  him.  and  hale  and  hearty  at  the  ad- 
vanced age  of  eighty-two  years. 

Simeon  Granniss.  grandfather  of  Alonzo,  was  a 
native  of  Xew  Haven  county.  Conn.,  and  on  marry- 
ing settled  in  Xaugatuck.  Xew  Haven  county, 
where  he  reared  a  family  of  five  children,  who  were 
born  in  the  following  order:  Emerilla  married 
Leverett  Benham ;  F'olly  married  Lemuel  Austin ; 
Estella  became  the  wife  of  Friend  Sanford;  Caleb 
was  the  father  of  Alonzo,  our  subject;  Simeon  set- 
tled in  Xew  York  State,  and  was  a  farmer  by  oc- 
cupation. 

Caleb  Granniss  was  doubtless  born  in  Xauga- 
tuck, and  was  reared  to  blacksmithing  and  shoe- 
making.  He  married  Miss  Ruth  Arnst,  a  native 
•of  Xaugatuck,  and  a  daughter  of  John  Arnst,  who 
came  from  France  as  captain's  mate,  and  was  the 
first  professional  tailor  to  settle  at  Salem  Bridge, 
in  that  town.  To  Caleb  Granniss  and  his  wife  were 
born  children  as  follows :  Edward  was  a  carpenter 
and  joiner  in  Xew  York  State,  where  his  death 
took  place  (he  served  gallantly  throughout  the  Civil 
war)  ;  Marshall  was  a  mechanic  in  W'aterbury, 
Comi.,  where  he  passed  his  life ;  James  AI.  was 
a  mechanic  in  W'aterbury ;  Sarah  became  the  wife 
of  Frank  Curtiss.  and  later  n.arried  a  ^Mr.  Bas- 
ford,  and  is  still  living;  Alonzo  is  our  subject. 
After  the  death  of  Caleb  Granniss,  the  father  of 
this  family,  his  widow  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Joseph  Cook,  to  whom  she  bore  two  children:  An 
infant  that  died  unnamed  and  Sarah.  She  passed 
the  remainder  of  her  life  in  W'aterbury. 

Alonzo  Granniss  migrated  back  and  forth  with 
his  parents  between  W'aterbury  and  Salem  Bridge 
(Xaugatuck),  and  was  a  child  when  they  last  re- 
moved to  the  latter  town.  There  he  had  his  home 
for  four  years,  when  with  his  mother  he  returned 
to  Waterbury,  his  father  having  died  in  the  mean- 
time. Here  he  has  since  resided.  Mr.  Granniss 
did  not  enjov  to  any  great  extent  the  advantages 
of  early  education.  At  the  early  age  of  twelve 
years,  or  in  1832,  he  went  to  work  in  the  factory 
of  Benedict  &  Burnham.  was  shrewd  and  showed 
marked  ability,  and  when  sixteen  years  of  age  was 
made  foreman  of  the  roiling  department,  which  po- 
sition he  held  until  1803,  making  a  continuous 
service  of  fifl_\'-nine  years — an  unprecedented  length 
of  time  in  one  emplo\-  in  W'aterbury. 

In  1837  Mr.  Granniss  was  married  to  Miss 
Esther  D.  Payne,  who  lived  in  the  village  of  Pros- 
pect, Xew  Haven  Co..  Coim..  but  was  born  in  Ohio, 
a  daughter  of  Silas  Payne.  This  marriage  was 
crowned  with  four  children,  viz.:     Margaret,  who 


dieil  at  the  age  of  nine  years:  I'rederick  A.,  who 
survives ;  and  two  that  died  in  infancy.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Alonzo  Granniss  have  been  united  in  mat- 
rimony for  sixty-live  years,  and  together  have  at- 
tended the  Episcopal  Church  that  long  period  of 
time.  In  politics  he  was  a  Democrat  in  his  earlv 
days,  but  of  late  he  has  affiliated  with  the  Repub- 
lican party.  He  has  served  his  fellow  townsmen 
six  or  seven  years  as  a  member  of  the  council  and 
as  a  member  of  the  board  of  relief,  as  street  com- 
j  missioner,  and  was  one  of  the  organizers  of  the 
Mattatuck  Engine  Company,  in  1839.  He  has  never- 
belonged  to  any  of  the  fraternities.  He  has  always 
relied  on  his  own  sterliup-  integrity,  and  no  man  in 
Waterbury  has  ever  been  more  respected  for  this 
than  himself. 

Hon.   Frederick    A.   Granniss.    onlv    surviving 
child  of  Alonzo  Granniss,  was  born  Oct.  18.   1851, 
attended  school  in  Xew  Haven,  in  Litchticld,  the 
Gunn  School  of  Washington,  Conn.,  the  Episcopal 
Academy   in    Cheshire    (Military    Academy),   and 
j  also  a  commercial  college  in  Hartford,  being  better 
j   prepared  in  this  respect,  for  the  activities  of  busi- 
!  ness,  than  his  father  had  been.     He  was  educated 
I  practically  in  politics,  and  early  became  an  adherent 
I   of  the  Republican  party.     In  1884  he  was  the  Re- 
!  publican  representative  of  the  town  of  Cheshire  in 
!   the  State  Legislature,  but  since  then  he  has  been 
!  attending   to   his   father's   and   his  own   real-estate 
matters,  being  the  owner  of  considerable  real  es- 
tate.    Fraternally  Hon.  Frederick  A.  Granniss  is  a 
member  of  Temple  Lodge.  Xo.  16,  F.  &  A.  M.,  of 
Cheshire,  and  also  of  the  W^aterbury  Club. 

On  ]\Iay  3.  1873,  occurred  the  marriage  of  Fred- 
erick A.  (jranniss  and  Fannie  Charlotte  Mclntire, 
of  Ottawa,  Canada,  a  daughter  of  Thomas  Mc- 
lntire. and  of  Scottish  descent.  This  union  has 
been  blessed  with  one  child,  Margaret  IMcIntire, 
who  is  a  musician  of  marked  ability.  She  has  been 
presented  bv  her  grandfather,  Alonzo  Granniss, 
with  a  Steiner  violin  over  200  years  old,  which  was 
selected  bv  Prof.  Hermann,  of  Xew  York  City, 
from  the  collection  of  Dr.  \'on  Derhor,  of  Europe. 
The  summer  home  of  Hon.  Frederick  A.  Granniss 
is  at  Pine  Orchard,  Connecticut. 

W'ALTER  H.  ZIXK,  M.  D.  (deceased),  one 
of  the  oldest  and  most  prominent  physicians  of 
Branford,  Xew  Haven  county,  was  a  man  whose 
intellectual  acquirements,  professional  character  and 
enthusiasm,  and  open,  candid  countenance  won  the 
confidence  and  retained  the  respect  of  the  publiv;. 
His  was  a  genial  spirit,  and  he  was  very  companion- 
able, mingling  freely  in  society,  and  taking  an  active 
and   helpful   interest  in   local   affairs. 

Dr.  Zink  was  born  in  Xuremberg,  Germany, 
March  21,  1841,  son  of  Charles  Frederick  and  Anna 
Maria  ( Ernst  j  Zink,  the  father  a  government  for- 
est master  in  the  Province  of  Xuremberg.  He  was 
a  son  of  Philip  Zink,  also  a  government  forest  mas- 
ter.    Walter  Zink  was  thoroughlv  educated  in  his 
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native  country,  passing  through  the  preparatory 
schools  with  credit,  and  in  1858  entering  the  Uni- 
versity at  Wnrzburg,  from  the  Medical  Department 
of  wiiich  he  was  graduated  in  1862,  with  honor. 
In  the  fall  of  1863  young  Zink  came  to  America, 
locating  in  Xew  York,  where  he  took  a  post-grad- 
uate course  in  Columbia  College  and  practiced  un- 
til interested  in  the  Civil  war.  The  cause  of  the 
Union  aroused  his  enthusiasm  for  liberty  and  prog- 
ress, and  he  was  almost  immediately  given  the  post 
of  surgeon  and  attached  to  the  5th  Army  Corps, 
then  under  the  command  of  Gen.  Warner,  of  \'ir- 
ginia.  He  continued  to  discharge  the  trying  duties 
of  that  position  for  some  two  years,  gaining  a  val- 
uable knowledge  of  surgery  and  the  practical  appli- 
cation of  medicine.  During  one  of  the  fierce  fights, 
while  he  was  caring  for  a  wounded  soldier,  a  spent 
bullet  struck  him  in  the  eye.  Dr.  Zink  did  not 
stop,  but  continued  his  work  on  the  patient  before 
him  until  the  leg  was  properly  set.  and  then  dis- 
covered that  for  the  rest  of  his  life  he  would  be 
deprived  of  the  sight  of  one  eye.  The  Doctor  was 
very  popular  with  the  soldiers,  as  miglit  be  expected 
on  account  of  his  self-forgetfulness  and  devotion  to 
his  work.  When  the  war  was  ended  Dr.  Zink  re- 
turned to  peaceful  life  and  settled  in  Xew  York, 
where  he  niarrietl.  in  the  fall  of  1865.  and  made  his 
home  in  Xewtown,  L.  I.  After  eleven  years  and 
seven  montlis  he  went  to  Trenton,  where  he  lived 
one  year,  and  then  moved  to  Branford.  For  over 
eleven  years  of  his  residence  in  Xewtown  he  acted 
as  the  local  health  officer.  Upon  the  death  of  Dr. 
Hall  he  came  to  Branford,  in  1878,  and  until  his 
death,  .\ng.  26,  1900.  at  the  age  of  fifty-nine  years, 
was  a  familiar  and  beloved  presence  in  the  homes 
of  the  people,  and  by  the  bedside  of  the  sick.  A 
kindly  heart  and  a  sympathetic  spirit  animated  all 
his  work,  and  he  brought  to  the  healing  of  the  sick 
all  the  resources  of  his  great  profession.  He  en- 
joyed a  patronage  highly  complimentary  to  his  med- 
ical skill. 

In  liranford  Dr.  Zink  was  actively  interested  m 
public  aft'airs  and  filled  many  positions  of  honor 
and  trust,  liaving  been  at  different  times  justice 
of  the  peace  (ten  years  in  all),  member  of  the 
school  board,  acting  school  visitor  and  health  of- 
ficer. The  Doctor  belonged  to  numerous  social  or- 
ders in  the  city,  and  his  funeral  was  conducted  by 
Widows'  Sons"  Lodge.  F.  &  A.  'SI.  He  was  an  hon- 
ored member  of  the  I.  O.  O.  F. :  of  Woodland 
L<')dge,  Xo.  39.  K.  P.,  in  which  he  was  first  com- 
mander of  the  castle ;  and  of  Mason  Rogers 
''['St.  G.  A.  R..  in  which  he  held  the  office 
01  post  surgeon  from  the  time  of  organization  ;  he 
was  post  surgeon  of  the  State  for  twelve  years 
I>ri<ir  to  his  decease.  Professionallv  the  Doctor 
lield  mcnihership  with  the  Xew  Haven  Medical  So- 
ciey  and  the  Connecticut  State  Medical  Society.  In 
religiun  he  imited  with  the  Lutheran  Church.'  The 
Doctor's  death  was  caused  by  a  cancer  of  the 
stomach,  with  which  he  had  been  afflicted  some  two 


years.  The  indomitable  strength  and  courage  of 
the  man  is  manifest  in  the  fact  that  lie  continued 
his  active  practice  until  about  six  weeks  before  hi$ 
death. 

Dr.  Zink  was  married,  Sept.  25,  1864,  to  Caro- 
line A.  Milling,  daughter  of  Philip  and  Katherine 
(daughter  of  Lord  Sminke)  Milling,  natives  of 
Hessen-Cassel,  Germany,  and  residents  of  the  city 
of  X'ew  York.  To  this  union  were  born  five  chil- 
dren, three  of  whom  survive:  (i)  Charles  E.,  who 
graduated  from  the  University  of  \'ermont,  and 
from  the  Medical  Department  of  Baltimore  Uni- 
versity, in  1900;  (2)  Louisa  A.,  who  married  Ben- 
jamin F.  Hoslev,  warden  of  the  borough;  and  1^3) 
Walter  R.  ' 

HAR\'EY  G.  DEXXISTOX.  The  family  of 
Denniston  is  of  Scotch-Irish  descent.  The  pro- 
genitors of  the  American  branch  emigrated  from 
Scotland  and   from  County  Longford,   Ireland. 

Abraham  Denniston.  the  grandfather  of  Harvev 
G..  was  a  farmer  in  Orange  county,  X"^ew  York, 
where  he  was  born,  as  was  also  his  wife,  Bathsheba 
Goldsmith.  There  they  died,  and  there,  too,  they 
reared  their  three  children,  Harvey,  Lydia  and 
Goldsmith.  The  eldest  son,  Harvey,  was  a  farmer, 
like  his  father,  and  passed  his  life  in  the  county 
where  he  was  born.  Lydia  married  Aaron  P. 
Johnes,  an  importer  of,  and  wdiolesale  dealer  in, 
dry  goods  in  Xew  York  City. 

Goldsmith  Denniston,  the  father  of  Harvey  G., 
was  born  at  Blooming  Grove,  Orange  Co..  X. 
Y.,  in  1801.  He  was  educated  at  L'nion  and  Prince- 
ton Colleges.  After  a  short  time  spent  at  farm- 
ing, he  removed  to  Xewburgh.  X'.  Y.,  and  later  to 
Steuben  county,  tJiat  State.  He  passed  away  in 
1878.  while  on  a  visit  to  his  son,  Harvey  G.  Dennis- 
ton. He  was  a  man  of  prominence,  and  served 
many  years  as  county  judge  of  Orange  count}'.  A 
stanch  \Miig,  he  was  active  in  the  aft'airs  of  his 
party,  was  for  a  long  time  chairman  of  the  Xew 
York  State  Central  Committee,  and  was  a  persona! 
friend  of  Henry  Clay,  with  whom  he  was  in  fre- 
quent correspondence,  as  well  as  with  Webster.  Cal- 
houn and  other  leading  statesmen  and  politicians 
of  the  day.  About  1825  he  married  a  second  cousiTi. 
Fannv  Denniston.  of  Orange  county,  who  died  in 
1865.  To  their  marriage  were  born  three  sons,  of 
whom  Abraham,  the  eldest,  was  a  soldier  in  the 
Union  army,  during  the  war  of  the  Rel)ellion. 
and  lost  his  life  in  the  service,  in  1863.  Aaron, 
born  in  X'ewburgh.  X.  Y..  in  1840.  is  a  farmer 
and  justice  of  the  peace  in  Steuben  countv,  Xew 
York. 

Harvey  G.  Denniston  was  born  at  Blooming 
Grove,  Aug.  23,  1829.  He  passed  his  youth  in 
X'ewburgh.  X'.  Y..  and  received  a  collegiate  educa- 
tion, graduating  from  L^nion  College  in  1846.  The 
eight  years  following  his  graduation  he  passed  in, 
the  employ  of  the  wholesale  dry-goods  house  of 
Johnes,  Otis  &  Co.,  of  Xew  York  City,  the  head  of 
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which  firm  was  his  uncle.  His  preference,  how- 
ever, was  for  a  professional  life,  and  in  1854  he 
commenced  the  study  of  law  in  Hammondspori. 
Steuben  Co.,  N.  Y.  He  was  admitted  to  the  Bar 
in  Poughkeepsie,  and  began  practice  at  Branch- 
port,  Yates  Co.,  N.  Y.  The  outbreak  of  the  Re- 
bellion stirred  his  patriotism  to  its  depths,  and  his 
impassioned  oratory  was  constantly  brought  to  bear 
in  scathing  and  effective  denunciation  of  slavery 
and  secession.  In  the  spring  of  1862  he  enlisted  in 
Co.  H,  107th  X.  Y.  V.  I.,  and  was  mustered  into  the 
service  in  August  following.  While  serving  with 
this  regiment  he  took  part  in  the  battles  of  South 
Mountain.  Antietam.  Fredericksburg.  Chancellors- 
ville,  Gettysburg,  Falling  Waters  and  Lookout 
Mountain.  In  1864  he  resigned  his  lieutenancy  in  the 
107th,  having  received  a  captain's  commission  in 
the  188th,  which  regiment  he  joined  on  October  7  of 
that  year.  After  the  first  battle,  at  Hatcher's  Run, 
he  was  made  assistant  adjutant  general  of  the  Sec- 
ond Brigade,  First  Division,  5th  Army  Corps.  Later 
he  was  appointed  to  the  same  position  for  the  Fifth 
Corps,  and  was  successively  brevetted  lieutenant 
colonel,  colonel  and  brigadier  general.  He  partici- 
pated in  the  second  engagement  at  Hatcher's  Run 
and  in  the  raid  on  the  Weldon  Railroad  ;  was  under 
fire  at  Lewis  Farm.  Boydton  Plank  Road,  Gravelly 
Run  and  Five  Forks ;  and  was  present  at  the  sur- 
render of  Lee  at  Appomattox. 

General  Denniston  was  a  soldier  of  magnificent 
qualities.  Naturally  impulsive  and  of  doubtless 
courage,  in  action  he  was  cool,  determined,  resolute 
and  always  ready  to  lead  where  his  command  was 
threatened  with  danger.  In  a  work  published  in 
Hartford,  and  entitled  "The  Battle  Flag,"  the  fol- 
lowing description  of  his  conduct  in  battle  is  given : 
"Major  H.  G.  Denniston  has  a  gold  badge  which 
was  presented  to  him  on  the  field  of  battle.  At 
the  close  of  the  fight  at  Five  Forks.  Va.,  a  short 
time  before  the  end  of  the  war.  Major  General 
Charles  Griffin  commanded.  It  was  supposed  that 
the  contest  was  over,  when  the  enemy  opened  a 
sharp  musketry  fire  on  the  right.  General  Griffin 
turned  to  Major  Denniston,  who  was  then  assistant 
adjutant  general  of  the  Second  Brigade,  and  said, 
'Stop  that  little  firing.'  A  detail  from  the  First 
and  Second  Brigades  was  assigned  for  the  duty. 
and  Major  Denniston  and  his  command  advanced 
upon  the  Confederate  forces.  The  conflict  was 
short,  but  exceedinglv  sharp.  About  four  hundred 
Federal  soldiers  fell.  In  the  end.  however,  the 
enemy  was  driven  back  and  four  guns  and  a  num- 
ber of  prisoners  fell  into  Major  denniston's  hands. 
On  his  return  he  simply  reported,  with  characteris- 
tic modesty,  'General,  we  have  stopped  that  little 
firing.'  Instantly  the  commanding  officer  unpinned 
from  his  breast  the  red  and  gold  badge  of  the  First 
Division,  and  presented  it  to  the  brave  officer  in 
recognition  of  In's  intrepid  sen-ice.  The  badge 
bears  the  niscninion:  'Capt.  H.  G.  Denniston,  A. 
A.   General:  presented  by   xMajor  General   Charles 


Griffin,  at  Five  Forks.'  "  General  Denniston  also 
enjoys  the  distinction  of  being  one  of  the  fifty  of- 
ficers to  whom  the  New  York  Legislature  awarded 
richly-painted  diplomas,  in  testimonial  of  gallant, 
devoted  service. 

At  the  end  of  the  war  General  Denniston  re- 
turned to  New  York  and  resumed  the  practice  of 
law,  settling  in  Steuben  coimty.  In  1872  he  mar- 
ried ikliss  Emogene  A.  Tuttle.  a  daughter  of  Phile- 
mon Tuttle.  of  Naugatuck.  Thereupon  he  removed 
to  that  town.  and.  abandoning  the  law.  for  some 
time  devoted  his  time  to  civil  and  electrical  engin- 
eering. He  has.  however,  retired  from  active  pur- 
suits, and  in  a  serene  old  age  is  enjoying  a  well- 
earned  rest.  He  is  an  independent  in  politics,  while 
his  religious  affiliation  is  with  the  Congregational 
Church.  He  is  an  influential  member  of  the  G.  A. 
R.,  but  is  connected  with  no  other  fraternal  organ- 
ization. Flimself  intelligent  and  well  educated,  he 
takes  a  lively  interest  in  educational  matters,  ami 
has  been  prominently  identified  therewith.  In  pri- 
vate life  he  is  genial  and  warm-hearted,  courteous 
and  affable. 

General  and  ^Irs.  Denniston  have  one  son, 
Franklin  T.,  who  was  born  in   1882. 

HOMER  HEBER  WELTON,  one  of  Water- 
ville's  best-known  citizens,  is  the  possessor  of  a 
handsome  property,  and  is  enabled  to  spend  his  de- 
clining years  in  the  pleasurable  enjo)Tnent  of  his 
accumulations.  The  record  of  his  early  life  is  that 
of  an  active,  enterprising,  methodical  and  saga- 
cious business  man,  who  bent  his  energies  to  the 
honorable  acquirement  of  a  comfortable  compe- 
tence for  himself  and  family. 

Mr.  Welton  was  born  at  the  old  family  home- 
stead on  Bunker  Hill.  Waterbury.  Feb.  22.  1837. 
The  progenitor  of  this  family  in  America  was  John 
Welton.  who  came  to  this  country  from  England  or 
Wales  about  1667.  and  was  married  while  crossing 
the  Atlantic  to  Miss  Mary  L'pson.  a  native  of  Eng- 
land. They  located  first  in  Farmington.  Hartford 
Co.,  Conn.,  and  about  1679  came  to  V\'aterbury. 
New  Haven  county,  where  they  spent  the  remainder 
of  their  lives.  Mr.  Welton  dving  here  June  18.  1726. 
his  wife  Oct.  18.  1716.  Their  remains  were  in- 
terred in  Hartford.  In  their  family  were  ten  chil- 
dren, namely:  Abigail  married  Cornelius  Bron- 
son ;  Mary  married  John  Richards :  Elizabeth  mar- 
ried Thomas  Griffin,  of  Simsbuiy.  Conn.:  John 
married  a  Miss  Buck,  of  Wethersfield.  Conn.,  a 
daughter  of  Ezekiel  Buck ;  Stephen  married  Mary 
I  Gaylord.  daughter  of  Joseph  Gaylord :  Richard, 
I  the  next  in  order  of  birth,  is  mentioned  below : 
j  Hannah,  born  April  i.  1683,  married  Thomas 
,  Squires :  Thomas,  born  Feb.  4,  1684.  married  Han- 
nah Gaylord.  a  daughter  of  Joseph  Gaylord  :  George, 
born  Feb.  3.  1686,  married  Elizabeth  Mailory.  of 
Stratford  :  and  Elsie,  born  Aug.  16.  i6y8.  married 
a  Mr.  Griffin,  of  Simsbury.  The  first  five  were 
born  in  Farmington,  the  others  in  Waterbury. 
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Richard  Welton,  son  of  John,  was  born  in 
W'aterbury  Sept.  27,  1679,  the  first  male  child  of 
European  parentage  born  in  W'aterbury,  and  there 
spent  his  entire  life,  engaged  in  farming,  dying  in 

1755.  He  married,  Mary  Upson,  who  was  born 
March  5,  1683,  a  daughter  of  Stephen  and  Mary 
(Lee)  Upson,  and  granddaughter  of  John  Lee,  of 
Farmington.  Xine  children  came  to  this  union : 
Richard,  born  Jan.  5,  1701  (married  Anna,  daugh- 
ter of  Jonathan  Fenton )  ;  John,  born  July  13,  1703; 
Stephen,  born  March  12,  1706:  Mary,  born  June 
I,  1708  (married  Ebenezer  Warner)  ;  Thomas,  born 
Oct.  25,  1710;  Keziah,  born  Dec.  i,  1713  (married 
A.  Warner)  ;  Eliakim,  born  Jan  21,  1715  (men- 
tioned below)  :  Tabitha,  horn  Feb.  17,  1721  (mar- 
ried Edward  Xeal)  ;  and  Ede,  born  April  24,  1729 
(married  a  Mr.  Lewis). 

Eliakim  Welton,  son  of  Riciiard,  spent  his  entire 
life  in  Waterbury,  and  owned  and  operated  a  large 
tract  of  land  on   Bucks  Hill,  making  farming  his   \ 
principal  occupation.     He  died  Xov.  20,  I794>  and   i 
was   buried   on   Bucks    Hill.     He   married   Eunice,   i 
daughter  of  IVIoses  and  Jane  (Wiah)  Bronson,  and   i 
to  this  union  came  the  following  children :  Eliakim.   j 
born  Sept.  22,  1736,  married  Amy  Baldwin ;  Eunice,   | 
born  Oct.   19,  1738,  married  David  Roberts:  Avis,   | 
born   Aug..  13,    1740,    married    Thaddeus    Barnes;   i 
Richard,  born  Oct.   10,   1743,   is  mentioned  below;  ; 
Eli,   born    Oct.    10,    1746,    married    Ann    Baldwin ;  \ 
Moses  was  born  June  25,  1749;  Aaron,  born  Feb.   | 
19,    1752,    married    Zerah    Bronson:    Benoni    died 
unmarried;    and    Benjamin    Lewis,    born    Feb.    18, 

1756,  died  in  infancy. 

Richard   Welton,    son   of   Eliakim,    was   a   life- 
long resident   of   Waterbury.   where  he   died   Feb. 
26,    1820.     He    was    married    April    27,    1766,    to 
Margaret    Warner,    and    they    had    two    children : 
Noah,  born  Feb.   15,  1767;  and  Richard  Warner, 
born  Oct.  10,  1768,  who  died  Dec.  14,  1768.     The 
wife   and  mother  died   Oct.    19,    1768,  and   subse- 
quently  Richard   Welton    married    Hannah   Davis, 
who  died   Dec.    11,    1839,   aged   ninety-four  years. 
By   the   second    union    there    were   seven   children,   i 
whose  names  and  dates  of  birth  were  as  follows :   j 
Richard,  May  10,  1770  (married  Sarah  Sunn)  :  Mar-   I 
garet,  July  2,  1772  (wife  of  Daniel  Steel)  ;  Thomas,   i 
Dec.  8,  1774:  Lydia,  April  i,  1777  (married  David   i 
Roberts  and   died   Aug.   31,    1828)  ;   Hannah.   Oct. 
10,  1779   (wife  of  David  Warner)  ;  Joseph  Davis,   j 
April  15.  1783;  Bela,  Sept.  9,  1787.  j 

Joseph   Davis   Welton,  the  grandfather  of  our   | 
subject,  was  born   in   Waterbury,  was  ordained  a 
deacon  Dec.  18,   1802,  and  priest  of  the  Episcopal 
Church  Dec.  23.  1810.     He  had  charge  of  churches 
in^  Woodbury  and  Easton,  but  in  1819,  on  account 
of  ill  health,  was  obliged  to  give  up  the  work  of 
the  ministry.     He  then  returned  to  Waterbury  and 
located   upon  his   father-in-law's   farm,  which   was 
formerly  the  Zara  Warden  place,  where  he  spent  | 
the    remainder    of    his    life,    conducting   a    private   i 
school,  where  he  fitted  many  young  men  for  college.   | 


He  died  Jan.  16,  1825,  and  in  St.  John's  Episcopal 
church,  Waterbury,  there  has'  been  erected  to  his 
memory  a  baptismal  font  of  carved  marble,  pre- 
sented by  Hobert  V.  Welton.  He  married  Eunice 
Tomlinson,  a  daughter  of  Victory  Tomlinson.  She 
was  born  April  27,  1788,  and  died  Feb.  20,  1832. 

Joseph  W'elton,  father  of  our  subject,  was  born 
May  15,  1814,  and  was  the  third  in  order  of  birth 
in  a  family  of  four  children.  He  received  an  excel- 
lent education,  and  at  the  age  of  fourteen  years, 
while  still  in  school,  made  a  careful  survey  and  pre- 
pared an  outline  map  of  the  Green,  in  Waterbury 
Center,  which  is  still  preserved,  and  has  furniihcd 
useful  information  for  the  history  of  Waterbury. 
He  spent  his  entire  life  in  that  town,  where  he 
owned  a  large  tract  of  land.  After  residing  at  his 
birthplace  on  the  Wolcott  road  until  1836.  he  re- 
moved to  the  west  side  of  the  Xaugatuck  River,  to 
Bunker  Hill,  where  he  made  his  home  throughout 
the  remainder  of  his  life,  devoting  his  time  to  agri- 
cultural pursuits.  As  a  business  venture  he  and 
Leonard  Piatt  imported  a  large  number  of  Xorway 
spruce  trees,  some  of  which  are  still  growing  upon 
his  farm.  Politically  he  was  first  a  W'hig  and  later 
a  Republican,  and  religiously  he  was  a  member  of 
the  Episcopal  Church.  He  died  May  i,  1894,  hon- 
ored and  respected  by  all  who  knew  him,  and  was 
laid  to  rest  in  Riverside  cemetery.  He  was  mar- 
ried Jan.  20,  1836,  to  Miss  !Mary  S.  Pierpont,  a 
daughter  of  Seabury  Pierpont,  a  well-known  and 
highly-respected  citizen  of  Waterbury.  Of  the 
three  children  born  of  this  union  our  subject  is  the 
eldest;  Eunice  C,  born  Oct.  7,  1839,  married  Orrin 
Scott,  and  for  her  second  husband,  Lewis  Garrigus  ; 
Lucy  A.,  born  Xov.  14,  1841,  married  A.  B.  Pier- 
pont. 

Homer  Heber  Welton,  the  subject  proper  of  this 
review,  was  educated  in  the  district  schools  of  Wa- 
terbury, and  also  attended  the  Waterbury  Academy 
and  high  school.  W'hile  very  young  be  was  in  the 
field  with  his  father  one  day.  When  he  started  for 
home  he  lost  his  way  in  the  woods,  and  kept  travel- 
ing all  night.  W'hen  his  parents  discovered  the  loss 
the  church  bells  of  Waterbury  were  rung  as  an 
alarm,  and  many  searching  parties  were  sent  out. 
He  was  finally  found,  early  the  next  morning,  near 
Oakville,  by  Charles  D.  Kingsbury,  father  of  Fred- 
erick J.  Kingsbury,  of  W^aterbury.  He  was  at  that 
time  only  four  years  old.  and  although  he  never  saw 
his  rescuer  again  for  thirty-two  years  he  remem- 
bered him  at  once  as  the  man  who  had  found  him 
in  the  woods,  Mr.  Kingsbury  being  very  tall.  Dur- 
ing his  minority  Mr.  Welton  aided  his  father  in 
the  work  of  the  farm,  and  also  taught  school  dur- 
ing the  W'-inter  months  at  Bunker  Hill,  and  Elast 
Side,  Watertown.  He  worked  in  Wheeler  &  Wil- 
son's sewing  machine  factory  one  and  a  half  years. 
At  the  age  of  twenty-four  he  went  to  Hartford, 
where  he  worked  in  the  Sharps  rifle  factory  during 
the  Civil  war,  and  later  was  employed  in  the  pin 
factory  at  Oakville  for  one  year.    He  then  came  to 
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Watcrville,  where  he  embarked  in  the  cutlery  busi- 
ness in  partnership  with  Messrs.  Sprague  and  Boy- 
den,  continuiiio;  thus  for  ten  years,  and  when  he  re- 
tired from  the  hrm,  in  1876.  he  became  a  contractor 
for  a  portion  of  their  work  an<l  was  so  engaged 
for  sixteen  years.  He  is  now  practically  living  a  re- 
tired life,  though  managing  his  father's  estate  on 
Bunker  Hill  and  other  property.  Mr.  W'elton 
learned  no  trade,  but  worked  as  a  machinist,  tool- 
maker,  and  clock  and  watch  repairer  from  boy- 
hood. He  spent  his  evenings  at  taxidermy  (being 
the  "only  one  in  the  town  engaged  in  that  work), 
though  he  has  never  seen  anyone  else  stufT  a  bird  or 
other  animal.  In  his  collection  are  three  scarlet 
tanagers  that  he  shot  on  Lincoln's  fast  day ;  a  night 
heron  shot  in  front  of  the  residence  of  Harriet 
Beecher  Stowe,  in  Hartford,  while  it  was  in  process 
of  erection ;  a  pair  of  the  first  pine  grosbeaks  seen 
in  Waterbury ;  and  the  first  mealy  redpole  on  rec- 
ord in  the  State.  He  has  made  his  greatest  success 
doing  his  work  in  an  original  way,  accomplishing 
more  and  better  work  with  less  outlay. 

In  1868,  in  New  York,  Mr.  W'elton  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Miss  Ellen  Jennette  Garrigus,  a 
native  of  !Morristown,  X.  J.,  and  a  daughter  of 
Isaac  and  Sarah  (Sheppard)  Garrigus.  To  this 
union  have  been  born  three  children :  (  i  )  Julia  A. 
is  now  the  wife  of  Walter  \\'arner,  a  minister  of 
the  Adventist  Church  of  Portland,  Oregon,  and 
they  have  three  children,  Ethel  M.,  Harold  and 
Miilard.  (2)  Joseph  Dennison  is  a  resident  of  Wa- 
terville,  and  a  member  of  Goodwill  Lodge,  K.  of 
P.  He  married  Martha  Leapean.  and  they  have 
two  children.  Clifford  and  Edith.  (3)  Edith  J.,  the 
youngest  child  of  our  subject,  died  at  the  age  of 
eight  years. 

Mr.  W'elton  is  a  member  of  Mad  River  Grange, 
the  Sons  of  Temperance,  and  St.  John's  Episcopal 

'  Church.  His  estimable  wife  holds  membership  in 
the  Methodist:  Episcopal  Church  of  Waterbury. 
Thev  are  people  of  prominence  in  the  community 
where  they  reside,  and  are  held  in  high  regard  by- 
all   who   know   them.      In    political   sentiment    Mr. 

,  Welton  is  a  Republican. 

I  ELLIS  BEXJAMIX  BAKER,  general  super- 
intendent of  the  Southern  Xew  England  Telephone 
Co.,  now  residing  in  Xew  Haven,  has  taken  promi- 
nent place  among  the  l)usiness  men  of  that  citv. 
He  is  a  representative  man  of  Connecticut,  des- 
cended from  two  of  the  most  respected  families  in 
the  State,  and  was  born  Sept.  24,  1854,  at  Winsted, 
son  of  John  F.  and  Clarissa  (  Benjamin )  Baker. 

(I)  Anthony  Baker,  the  first  of  his  paternal  an- 
cestors of  whom  we  have  record,  was  born  about 
1740.  He  was  a  Tory,  and  he  and  three  of  his  sons 
— Jesse,  Simon  and  Anthony,  Jr. — fought  in  the 
Revolution  on  the  British  side.  After  tlie  close  of 
the  war  many  Tories  were  given  grants  of  land  in 
jthe  British  possessions,  and  it  is  said  that  Anthonv 
I  and  his   family,  with  the  exception  of  Scott,  who 


ran  away  and  .settled  in  Bridgeport,  left  the  States 
and  went  to  Xova  Scotia.  Anthony  Baker  had 
eight  children  :  Jesse,  Simeon,  Anthony,  Jr.,  Scott, 
Samuel,  Lizzie,  Sarah  and  Hannah. 

(II)  Scott  Baker,  born  in  1768,  died  Sept.  19, 
1852.  He  was  a  tanner  and  shoemaker  bv  occupa- 
tion. In  1790  he  married  Sarah  Loveland,  who 
was  born  in  Glastonbury,  Conn.,  and  they  had  two 
children:  Asa,  born  in  1791  :  and  Jesse,  born  Sept. 
18,  1794.  Mrs.  Baker's  father,  also  a  native  of 
Glastonbury,  was  a  soldier  in  the  Revolutionary- 
war,  and  died  while  in  the  army,  at  Roxbury,  Mass., 
Oct.  24,  1775.  For  his  second  wife  ^Ir.  Baker  mar- 
ried Mary  Beush  (or  Beach).  About  1810  Scott 
Baker  and  his  family  moved  to  Bakersville,  Conn., 
where  he  died. 

(III)  Asa  Baker  followed  farming.  He  was 
married,  at  South  Salem,  X.  Y.,  Oct.  14.  1813,  to 
Deborah  Keeler,  who  was  born  in  December,  1789. 
and  died  in  Xew  Hartford,  Conn..  Dec.  24,  187 1. 
He  died  in  Granville.  Mass..  Sept.  30.  1833.  Their 
children  w-ere ;  W'illiam  Swayze.  born  Xov.  28, 
1814;  Sarah,  in  September,  1816;  John  Fletcher,  in 
October,  1817;  Scott,  March  2,  1819:  Charles  Linus. 
July  4,  1824  ;  and  Emily. 

(IV)  John  F.  Baker,  born  in  Hartford,  passcl 
the  greater  part  of  his  life  in  Winsted.  He  was 
married,  in  Salisbury,  Conn.,  April  18.  1847,  to 
Clarissa  Benjamin,  who  was  born  in  Sheffield, 
Mass.,  July  29,  1824.  She  died  at  X'ew  Haven. 
Conn.,  Oct.  16,  1890,  and  he  died  at  Bristol,  Conn.. 
March  11,  1895.  Three  children  blessed  their 
union:  Emerson  John,  born  Feb.  18.  1848,  who 
died  Oct.  8,  1849;  Emma  Clarissa,  born  Sept.  25, 
1850,  who  died  Sept.  8,  185 1  ;  and  Ellis  Benjamin, 
born  Sept.  24,   1854. 

Through  his  mother  Ellis  B.  Baker  is  de- 
scended from  the  ancient  family  of  Benjamin,  whose 
pedigree  is  traced  back  to  the  time  of  W^illiam  the 
Conqueror.  ( i )  John  Benjamin,  the  first  of  the 
name  in  America,  born  in  1598,  came  over  from 
England  to  Boston  in  the  ship  "Lion,''  Capt.  Mason, 
on  Sept.  16,  1632,  with  his  wife,  Abigail  Eddy. 
two  children  and  his  brother  Richard.  Richard, 
in  1663,  moved  to  Southold,  Long  Island,  with 
his  w-ife  and  daughter  Ann.  who  was  born  Sept.  i. 
1643.  He  was  made  a  Connecticut  freeman  in 
1664,  and  his  descendants  are  influential  in  Queens 
county  (X.  Y. )  politics  at  the  present  time.  Joh;i 
and  his  wife,  Abigail,  and  their  children,  John  and 
Abigail,  soon  moved  to  Cambridge,  where  they 
owned  considerable  real  estate.  John  was  made  a 
freeman  X'ov.  6,  1632,  and  was  appointed  constable 
by  the  General  Court  on  May-  20.  1633.  Of  him 
the  history  of  Stratford,  Conn.,  says:  ""John  Ben- 
jamin, Esquire,  Gentleman,  was  the  first  of  that 
name  who  came  to  America.  His  ancestors  w-ere 
Welsh,  and  w-ere  among  the  first  of  the  landed 
gentry  of  England.  He  came  in  company  with 
Gov.  Winthrop  to  the  Massachusetts  Colony  and 
settled  in  Watertown,  adjoining  the  present  Cam- 
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bridge,  where  he  died  in  1645.  His  house,  acci- 
dentally destroyed  by  tire,  was  unsurpassed  in  ele- 
gance and  comfort  by  any  in  the  vicinity.  It  was 
a  mansion  of  intelligence,  refinement,  religion  and 
hospitality,  visited  by  the  clergy  of  all  denomina- 
tions from  far  and  near."  In  1637  he  removed  to 
Watertown,  where  he  died  Jur.e  14,  1645.  it  is  sup- 
posed at  an  advanced  age,  as  he  was  excused  from 
military  duty  eleven  years  before.  His  will  is  ab- 
stracted in  the  Geneal.  Register  III,  177.  Abigail, 
his  wife,  died  J\Iay  20,  1687.  at  the  age  of  eighty- 
seven.  Children:  John,  born  about  1620,  died 
Dec.  22,  1706;  Abigail  was  born  about  1624;  Sam- 
uel, born  about  1628,  died  in  i66g;  Mary  disd 
April  10,  1646;  Joseph  was  born  Sept.  16,  1633; 
Joshua,  born  alx)Ut  1642,  died  in  1684;  Abel. 

(II)  Joseph  Benjamin,  son  of  John  and  Abigail 
Benjamin,  born  at  Cambridge,  Mats.,  Sept.  16, 
1633,  married,  at  Barnstable,  Mass.,  June  10,  1661, 
Jemima  Lambert,  daughter  of  Thomas  Lambert 
She  died  there,  and  he  removed  to  Yarmouth, 
where,  previous  to  Dec.  7,  1668,  he  married  (sec- 
ond) Sarah  Clark.  He  removed  to  Xew  London, 
Conn.,  where  he  died  in  1704.  Children:  Abi- 
gail ;  Hannah,  born  in  February,  1668 :  Mary,  born 
in  April,  1670;  Joseph,  born  in  1673;  Mercy,  born 
March  12,  1674;  Elizabeth,  born  Jan.  14,  1680; 
John,  born  in  1682,  who  died  Aug.  2,  1716;  Jemima; 
Sarah ;  Kezia. 

(III)  Joseph  Benjamin,  son  of  Joseph  and 
Sarah  Benjamin,  born  at  Yarmouth,  Mass..  or  Xew 
London,  Conn.,  alx)ut  1673.  married,  Aug.  25, 
1698,  Elizabeth  Cook.  Children:  Obed,  born  Aug. 
15,  1701  ;  Elizabeth,  November,  1703  :  Joseph,  1705  : 
Sarah,  Jan.  17,  1707;  Grace,  Jan.  10.  1709;  Jede- 
diali.  July  15,  1711;  Daniel,  Sept.  7,  1714:  John; 
Abiel,  Dec.   17,  1716. 

(IV)  Joseph  Benjamin,  son  of  Joseph  and  Eliz- 
abeth Benjamin,  born  at  Preston,  Conn.,  in  1705, 
was  married,  at  Preston,  Conn.,  April  3,  1722.  to 
Deborah  Clark.  He  died  about  1803.  She  died 
at  Mount  Washington,  or  Egremont,  Mass..  at  the 
home  of  her  son  X^athan.  Children  :  Joseph,  born 
Dec.  17,  1723  ;  Elizabeth,  June  8.  1725  :  James.  April 
3,  1727;  Barzillai,  March  28,  1730:  Deborah.  March 
26.  1732;  Josiah,  March  13,  1734:  Xathan.  April 
'9'  1737;  ^lary,  June  22,  1739;  Isaac.  April  15, 
1742.  '    ■ 

(V)  Joseph  Benjamin,  .^^on  of  Joseph  and  De- 
borah Benjamin,  born  at  Preston.  Conn..  Dec.  17, 
1723,  married,  at  Preston,  Abigail  Dibble.  He  set- 
tled at  Hampton,  Conn.  Some  of  his  children  re- 
moved to  Mount  Washington,  Mass.  Children: 
William,  born  June  18.  1748;  Samuel,  in  December, 
1749;  Peleg,  March  5,  1752;  Judah,  July  8.  1755: 
Mary,  about  1757.  The  last  four  were  baptized  at 
Hampton,  Conn.,  Sept.  3,  1758. 

(VT)  Judah  Benjamin,  son  of  Joseph  and  Abi- 
gail Benjamin,  born  at  Hampton,  Conn.,  July  8, 
^755'  removed  to  Mount  Washington,  Mass.,  about 
1760,  with  his  brothers  William,  Samuel  and  Peleg, 


and  his  sister  Mary.  He  served  as  a  private  in  the 
Connecticut  militia  in  the  Revolutionary  war,  from 
July  10,  1778,  to  July  14,  1779.  He  was  married, 
alx)ut  1782,  and  had  at  least  two  children.  In 
1819  he  resided  in  Hamilton.  Madison  Co.,  X.  Y. 
He  died  Aug.  16,  1834,  in  Pike  township,  Bradford 
Co.,  Pa.,  leaving  a  widow,  Susan,  who  might  have 
been  his  second  wife.  Children :  Orange,  born 
Jan.  26,  1784:  and  Lavinia.  who  married  a  Wooden. 
The  following  letters  explain  themselves: 

i  State  of  Connecticut. 

I  Adjutant   General's   Office. 

'  Hartford,  Feb.  16,  1898. 

Mr.  E.  B.   Baker. 

New  Haven,  Conn. 

Sir — This  is  to  certify  that  Judah  Benjamin  served 
in  the  Revolutionary  war,  and  the  following  is  said  service,, 
according  to  the  records  of  this  office. 

On  page  378.     Conn.  Men  in  the  Revolution : 

Judah  Benjamin,  a  private,  enlisted  July  10.  177S. 
Term  of  service,  one  year;  from  town  of  Milford;  occupa- 
tion, shoemaker;  stature,  5  feet,  seven  in.;  complexion, 
dark;  eyes,  grey;  hair,  dark;  discharged  in  5th  Troop,  Col. 
Elisha  Sheldon's  Light  Dragoons,   177.  — 83. 

Its  field  of  service  during  war  generally  the  East  side 
of  the  Hudson,  along  the  Westchester  front.  Occasion- 
.ally  its  companies  served  at  dift'erent  points.  In  the 
spring  of  1777  Major  Tallmadge  joined  Washington  in 
New  Jersey  with  two  troops  and  fought  at  Germantown, 
October  4th.  At  the  same  time.  Captain  Seymour  with  hij 
troop  was  serving  under  Gates  against  Burgoyne.  The 
other  troops  were  under  Putnam's  command  at  Peek.ikill. 

In  the  spring  of  1778,  the  regiment  was  on  the  Hud- 
son, and  in  the  fall  formed  part  of  Gen.  Charles  Scott's 
Light  Corps,  on  the  hues  in  Winchester. 

On  page  535.  same  book,  appears  the  following: 

Judah  Benjamin;  a  private  in  Captain  Caleb  Mix's 
Company.  Arrived  in  camp  July  17,  1778,  in  Colonel 
Moseley's  Regiment. 

Two  militia  regiments  were  ordered  to  the  Hudson 
soon  after  tlie  battle  of  Monmouth.  June  28,  1778,  and  were 
stationed  at  different  points,  such  as  Fort  Clinton,  West 
Point.  They  were  commanded  by  Colonel  Moseley  and 
Colonel  Enos. 

On  page  641,  same  book,  the  name  of  Judah  Benjamin 
appears  as  a  Connecticut  pensioner.  Act  of  1818,  and  as 
residing  in  New  York, 

In  testimony  whereof,  we  have  affixed  hereto  the  seal 
of  this  office.  [Signed] 

Wm.  E.  F.  Landers. 
I  Col.  and  Asst.  Adjutant  Genera!. 

Record  and   Pension  Office. 
I  ■  War  Department, 

[  Washington,  April  4,   1898. 

Mr.  E.  B.  Baker, 
■  New  Haven,  Conn. 

Sir — The  records  of  this  office   show   that  one  Judah 

Benjamin  served  as  a  private  in  Captain  Caleb  Mix's  de- 
tachment of   Connecticut    militia,   commanded   by   Colonel 
I   Increase    Moseley,    Revolutionary    war.     He    enlisted    July 

10,    1778,   to   serve  two  months;   re-enlisted  July   17,    1778. 

in    Captain   John    Shethar's    troop,   2d  "Regiment   of   Liglit 
'   Dragoons,    Continental    troops,     commanded     by     Colonel 

Elisha  Sheldon,  to  serve  one  year,  and  he  was  discharged 

July  14,   1779. 
I  The  following  remarks  appear  on  the  records:     "State 

of  Connecticut;"  'Town  of  Milford;"  "trade,  shoemaker;" 
I   "stature,   5    ft.   7  in.:"   "complex.,   dark;   eyes,   grey:   hair. 

dark."     No  further  information  relative  to  his  service  has 

been   found  on  record. 
;  In  view  of  the  statement  that  the   soldier  was  a  pen- 

I   sioner,   it  is  suggested  as  a  possibility  that  additional   in- 
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formation  may  be  obtained  from  the  Commissioner  of  Pen- 
sions, Washington.  D.  C.  who  is  the  custodian  of  the 
pension  records  of  all  wars,  and  whose  office  is  separate 
and  distinct  from  the  Record  and  Pension  Office  of  the 
War  Department. 

By   authority   of   the    Secretary   of    War, 
[Signed]  F.   C.   Ainsworth, 

Colonel  U.  S.  Army,  Chief  of  OfUce. 

Department  of  the  Interior,        ' 
Bureau  of   Pensions, 
Washington,   April    15,    1898. 
Mr.  E.  B.  B.vker, 

New  Haven.  Conn. 
Sir — Replying  to  your  recent  communication,  you  are 
advised  that  Judah  Benjamin  made  an  application  for  pen- 
sion on  Oct.  II.  1819.  at  which  time  he  was  sixty-five  years 
of  age.  and  residing  at  Hamilton.  N.  Y.,  and  his  pension 
was  allowed  for  one  year's  actual  service  as  a  private  in 
the  Connecticut  troops.  Revolutionary  War :  a  part  of  the 
time  he  served  under  Col.  Sheldon.  He_enlisted  at  Clare- 
mont,  N.  H. 

Very  respectfully. 
[Signed]  H.  Clay  Evans, 

Commissioner. 

Treasury  Department. 
Office  of  the  Auditor  for  the  Interior  Department. 
Washington,  May  5,   1898. 
Mr.   E.   B.   Baker, 

New  Haven.  Conn. 
Sir — In   reply   to  your   letter  of  May  3rd,   in   case  of 
Judah  Benjamin.  Certificate   15762.  New  York  and  Penna. 
Agencies,   Revolutionary   roll,   you   are   informed    that   the 
records  of   this   office   show   payment   to   have   been   made    j 
at  $8.00  per  month  in  September,  1834,  to  August  16,  1834,    j 
date  of  death. 

The  pensioner  died  on  the  above  date  at  Pike  town- 
ship, Bradford  County.  Pennsylvania,  leaving  a  widow 
Susan  Benjamin,  to  whom  the  accrued  pension  was  paid 
as  above  stated. 

In  July.  1820.  pensioner  resided  at  Hamilton,  Madison 
County,  New  York. 

Respectfully,  yours, 
[Signed]  Wm.   Youngblood, 

,    Auditor. 

(VII)  Orange  Benjamin,  son  of  Judah  Benja- 
min, born  at  Mount  Washington,  Mass.,  Jan.  26, 
1784.  married,  at  Sheffield,  Mass.,  March  10,  181 1, 
Clarissa  Thorp.  He  died  at  Dover,  N.  Y.,  Oct. 
5,  1846.  She  died  at  Brooklyn,  X.  Y.,  Aug.  i, 
1852.  Children :  Joseph  Seymour,  born  Dec.  3, 
1811,  died  June  20,  1870,  Hiram,  born  July  26, 
1813,  died  Xov.  11,  1850;  Mary,  born  July  15, 
1815;  Laura,  born  June  4,  1817,  died  June  20, 
1859;  Harriet  Whipple,  born  July  8,  1819,  died 
May  20,  1834:  Jane,  born  July  20.  1822;  Clarissa, 
born  July  29.  1824.  died  Oct.  16,  1890  (the  mother 
of  Ellis  B.  Baker)  ;  Orange,  born  March  8,  1828; 
John  Peck,  born  Oct.  10,  1830;  Richard  Graham, 
born  Dec.  14,  1833. 

The  following  in  regard  to  Ellis  B.  Baker  ap- 
peared in  "Telegraphers  of  To-day" :  "Like  most 
boys  who  have  achievetl  success  in  business,  he  left 
home  at  an  early  age.  His  first  employment  was  in 
the  job  room  of  the  Winsted  Herald,  where  he  ac- 
quired a  thorough  knowledge  of  the  trade.  At  the 
age  of  fifteen  years  he  entered  the  employ  of 
Beardsley  &  Alvord,   a  firm   engaged   in   general 


business  in  West  Winsted,  where  he  served  three 
years  as  a  clerk.  In  1872  he  entered  the  employ  of 
Edward  Miller  &  Co.,  of  ^Meriden,  holding  the  posi- 
tion of  paymaster,  and  also  acting  as  telegraph  op- 
erator on  the  firm's  New  York  wire. 

"In  the  early  part  of  1878  Mr.  Baker  intro- 
duced the  first  set  of  telephones  into  Meriden.  He 
soon  saw  the  possibilities  of  the  telephone,  and  on 
January  31st  of  that  year  he  opened  the  Meriden 
District  Telephone  Exchange,  which  is  said  to  be 
the  second  exchange  opened  in  the  world. 

"Upon  the  consolidation  of  the  Western  L'nion 
and  the  Bell  Telephone  interests,  in  1881,  he  was 
offered  the  position  of  general  superintendent  of 
the  Connecticut  Telephone  Co.,  with  headquarters 
at  Xew  Haven,  which  position  he  has  held  for  the 
past  seventeen  years,  during  which  time  the  cor- 
poration became  the  Southern  New  England  Tele- 
phone Company,  with  the  State  of  Connecticut  as 
its  territory. 

"Mr.  Baker  is  also  the  superintendent  of  the 
Connecticut  Telegraph  Company,  a  corjx)ration  op- 
erating several  hundred  miles  of  telegraph  wires 
throughout  the  State  of  Connecticut.  He  was,  for 
several  years  before  his  removal  to  New  Haven,  the 
superintendent  of  the  Fire  Alarm  Telegraph,  at 
Meriden." 

On  Sept.  21,  1876,  Mr.  Baker  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Mary  Gorham  Frost,  who  was  born  at 
Bristol,  Conn.,  Nov.  11,  1856.  and  two  children 
have  been  born  to  them :  Ellis  Benjamin,  July  24, 
1877 ;  and  Carroll  Frost,  Jan.  2,  1880.  The  former 
is  at  Meriden,  Conn.,  the  latter  at  Springffield, 
Mass.  Mr.  Baker  is  a  thirty-second-degree  Ma- 
son, belonging  to  Hiram  Lodge,  No.  i,  F.  &  A. 
M.,  Franklin  Chapter,  Harmony  Council,  New 
Haven  Commandery,  and  E.  G.  Storer  Lodge  of 
Perfection,  A.  &  A.  S.  R.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
Second  Company,  Governor's  Foot  Guards,  being 
a  member  of  ^lajor  Clark's  staff:  of  the  Old  Guard 
of  New  York ;  of  Putnam  Phalan.x,  Hartford ;  of 
the  Pequot  Association,  New  Haven :  and  of  the 
Connecticut  Society,  Sons  of  the  American  Revolu- 
tion. 

FRANK  POTTER,  a  successful  farmer  and 
market  gardener  of  Waterbury,  is  a  native  of  that 
town,  born  on  the  old  Potter  homestead  in  what 
is  now  Hopeville,  Nov.  19,  1826. 

Rev.  Samuel  Potter,  his  father,  was  born  Sept. 
23,  1778,  a  son  of  Leii  uel  and  Rachel  (Perkins) 
Potter;  he  was  a  prominent  Baptist  minister  of  his 
day,  and  was  pastor  of  the  Salem  Church  in  the 
town  of  Waterbury,  and  also  ministered  to  tl;e 
spiritual  wants  of  the  people  at  Woodbridge,  Conn., 
but  made  his  home  near  Pearl  Lake,  Waterbur}", 
where  our  subject  now  resides,  and  there  he  died 
Dec.  5,  1833,  being  laid  to  rest  in  Brockett  cemetery. 
In  1799  he  married  Leva  Judd,  daughter  of  Ros- 
well  Judd,  and  to  them  were  born  two  children: 
Samuel  Darius,  born  Dec.  15,  1799,  died  in  June, 
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1803;  and  Leva  Maria,  born  July  25,  1801,  married 
M.  Baldwin.  The  mother  of  these  died,  and 
for  his  second  wife  Rev.  Samuel  Potter  mar- 
ried Chloe  Brockett,  March  14,  1803.  Our  sub- 
ject was  the  young^est  child  born  of  this  union. 
Tlie  oldest,  a  son,  was  born  in  May,  1804.  and  died 
same  month;  Roxana,  born  June  23,  1805,  mar- 
ried M.  D.  Root:  Samuel,  born  April  25,  1807, 
died  March  7,  1894;  Zenas,  born  Aug.  8.  1809. 
wedded  Mary  Hotchkiss,  and  died  Jan.  11,  1856; 
Thomas  Perkins,  born  Xov.  12,  181 1,  died  May 
22,  1822;  Miller,  born  July  27,  1813;  Isaac  Fuller, 
born  July  23,  1815;  Wilson,  born  June  19,  1817; 
Dr.  Gano,  born  July   19,    1819;  Chloe,  born  Sept. 

13,  1821,  married  W.  G.  Chase;  and  Thomas  Per- 
kins, born  June  2,  1824,  died  March  8,  1848. 

On  the  maternal  side  Frank  Potter  is  descended 
from  John  Brockett,  a  native  of  England,  who  was 
one  of  the  early  settlers  of  New  England,  and  re- 
moved from  New  Haven  to  \\"allin?ford  in  1667 
with  John  ]\Ioss.  He  was  chosen  by  the  people  uf 
New  Haven  as  one  of  the  committee  to  manage  the 
affairs  of  the  settlement.  He  filled  many  public 
positions  in  the  village,  and  represented  it  in  the 
General  Court  after  its  incorporation.  He  died  in 
Wallingford,  March  12,  1689,  aged  eighty  years. 
His  children  were  John  B.,  who  was  born  in  Eng- 
land, and  became  a  physician  at  Muddy  River, 
North  Haven ;  Benjamin,  born  in  1648,  who  mar- 
ried Lydia  Elcock,  and  died  May  22,  1679;  Abigail, 
born  March  10,  1649;  Samuel,  born  Jan.  14,  1650; 
Jabez,  born  Oct.  24,  1654,  who  was  married  Nov. 
20,  1691,  to  Dorothy  Lyman;  Silence,  wife  of  Jo- 
seph Bradley;  and  Mary,  wife  of  William  Penning- 
ton, of  New  Jersey. 

Samuel  Brockett,  son  of  John,  was  married. 
Nov.  21,  1680,  to  Sarah  Bradley,  and  they  had 
seven  children,  whose  names  and  dates  of  birth 
were  as  follows:  Samuel,  Feb.  15,  1682;  Daniel, 
Sept.  30,  1684:  John,  Nov.  8,  1685;  Joseph,  Oct. 

25,  1688;  Josiah,  July  25,  169 1 ;  Alice,  April  23, 
1693;  and  Josiah,  July  25,  1698.  The  last  named 
married  Deborah  Abbott,  and  John  married  Huldah 
Ells. 

Samuel  Brockett  (2nd'),  son  of  Samuel,  was 
married,  April  15,  1699,  to  Rachel  Brown,  who  died 
Jan.  24,  1718,  and  on  Aug.  5,  1718,  he  married 
Elizabeth  Howe.  In  his  family  were  the  following 
children :  Titus,  who  was  born  June  28,  1700, 
and  wedded   Mary  Turnhand ;   Sarah,  born  Aug. 

26,  1702;  Isaac,  who  was  born  Sept.  3,  1705,  and 
was  married,  June  16,  1733,  to  ^larv  Sedgwick; 
Rachel,  born  March  20,  1708;  Abigail,  bom  Feb. 
II,   1711;  and  Samuel,  born  June  21,  1714. 

Samuel  Brockett  (3rd),  son  of  Samuel  (2nd), 
married  and  by  his  wife,  Ruth,  became  the  father 
of  six  children,  namely:  Eunice,  born  Jan.  15. 
1744;  Zuer,  born  March  24,  1746;  Joel,  born  June 

14,  1749,  died  in  infancy;  Joel,  born  July  28,  1750, 
was   a   soldier  of    the   Revolutionary   war;   Zenas, 
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born  July    12,    1752;   and   Benjamin,  born  Oct.    i, 
1760. 

Zenas  Brockett,  son  of  Samuel  (3rd),  was  born 
and  reared  in  Wallingford,  and  when  a  young  man 
came  to  Waterbury,  locating  on  what  is  now  known 
as  Brockett  Hill,  near  Pearl  Lake,  where  he  pur- 
chased a  large  tract  of  land  from  the  Indians  for 
a  small  consideration.  He  was  a  farmer  by  occu- 
pation, and  was  well  known  and  highly  re- 
spected as  a  man  of  sterlina:  integrity,  upright  and 
true  in  all  his  dealings,  and  he  was  beloved  by  ail 
who  knew  him.  He  was  one  of  the  first  members 
of  the  Baptist  Church  in  the  town  of  Waterbury, 
in  which  he  served  as  deacon.  Before  the  Baptist 
Church  in  Waterbury  was  organized,  there  being 
no  church  of  that  denomination  nearer  than  Wal- 
lingford, he  would  go  sixteen  miles  to  that  town 
to  worship,  in  the  absence  of  roads  finding  his  way 
through  the  thick  forest  by  marked  trees.  He 
would  transact  no  business  on  Sunday.  He  gave 
a  small  piece  of  land  for  the  cemetery  now  known 
as  the  Brockett  cemetery,  and  the  first  bodies  buried 
there  were  those  of  his  grandchildren  of  the  Potter 
family.  He  died  on  his  farm  on  Brockett  Hill,  and 
was  also  laid  to  rest  there  bv  the  side  of  his  wife, 
who  in  her  maidenhood  was  Miss  Abigail  Johnson, 
of  Wallingford.  They  had  eight  children :  Chloe, 
born  July  15,  1781,  was  the  mother  of  our  sub- 
ject; Anna,  born  June  3,  1783,  married  Benjamin 
Farrell;  Peter,  born  Sept.  17,  17S4;  Abigail,  bom  ■ 
Jan.  21,  1787,  died  Sept,  16,  1787;  Abigail  (2nd!, 
born  July  i,  1788;  Rebecca,  born  April  30,  1790, 
married  Loveland  Judd  in  1812;  Rhoda.  born  Sept. 
24,  1792,  married  Jesse  Wooster ;  and  Zenas,  born 
April  28,  1794,  died  ^May   14,  1794. 

Frank  Potter,  whose  name  introduces  this  re- 
view, received  a  district  school  education,  and  at 
the  age  of  fifteen  years  began  his  business  career  as 
a  buttonmaker,  working  in  the  ivory  button  shops 
of  Union  City,  Waterbury  and  Bridgeport,  Conn., 
for  over  a  quarter  of  a  century.  Since  then  he  has 
given  his  entire  time  and  attention  to  farming  and 
market  gardening  on  the  old  homestead  at  Pearl 
Lake,  where  he  has  made  many  useful  and  valuable 
improvements. 

In  Waterbury,  Feb.  20,  1850,  Mr.  Potter  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Lucy  Chase,  a  native 
of  New  Preston,  and  a  daughter  of  Chauncey  and 
Clarissa  (Clemens)  Chase.  She  died  of  hear: 
trouble  Aug.  6,  1898,  and  was  laid  to  rest  in  the 
Brockett  cemetery.  To  them  were  born  three  chil- 
dren: (i)  Edna  C.  married  William  Snagg,  nf 
W^aterbury,  and  they  have  four  children,  Gertrude, 
a  stenographer  and  typewriter ;  Anna,  a  school 
teacher;  Burton;  and  Adella.  (2)  Adella  married 
John  Buchanan,  of  Simonsville,  and  they  have  one 
child,  Frank,  who  is  studying  dentistry  in  Phila- 
delphia. (3)  Frank,  the  youngest  child  of  our  sub- 
ject, died  at  the  age  of  two  years  and  a  half.  Mr. 
Potter  also  had  an  adopted  son,   Frederick,  now 
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deceased,  who  married  Fanny  Lum ;  for  her  sec- 
ond husband  she  wedded  Samuel  Clark,  and  they 
make  their  home  with  our  subject.  Their  children 
are  Helen  and  Marion  M. 

In  early  life  'Mr.  Potter  affiliated  with  the  Dem- 
ocratic partv.  but  since  the  Civil  war  has  been  a 
stanch  Republican.  He  is  a  temperance  man  and 
active  member  of  the  Second  Baptist  Church  of 
A\'aterburv,  in  which  he  has  served  as  deacon  for 
the  past  five  years.  He  has  been  a  member  of  the 
school  committee,  and  has  always  given  his  support 
to  those  enterprises  calculated  to  advance  the  moral, 
intellectual  or  material  welfare  of  his  town  or  coun- 
ty. He  is  therefore  numbered  among  the  valued 
and  useful  citizens  of  his  community,  and  by  all 
who  know  him  he  is  held  in  high  regard. 

JOHN  JUSTUS  WARNER,  a  well-known 
farmer  and  highl3--esteemed  citizen  of  Cheshire, 
New  Haven  county,  was  born  in  the  town  of 
Hamden,  this  county.  Sept.  8.  1840,  son  of  Alonzo 
and  Ruth  Ann  (Chatfield)  Warner,  and  grandson 
of  Simeon  T.  and  Cynthia  T.  (Tuttle)  Warner. 
The  grandfather  was  also  a  native  of  Hamden  and 
a  farmer  by  occupation.  His  children  were  Alonzo ; 
Emma;  James,  a  sea  captain;  Truxon ;  Vina;  and 
Justus. 

Alonzo  Warner,  father  of  our  subject,  was  born 
in  1812  in  Hamden.  and  there  passed  his  boyhood 
and  youth.  He  was  married  in  Bethany,  this  coun- 
ty, but  continued  to  make  his  home  throughout  life 
in  Hamden,  where  he  died  in  1892.  His  widow  is 
still  living,  and  resides  in  Birmingham,  Conn.  In 
their  family  were  seven  children,  namely :  Charles, 
who  was  a  member  of  the  loth  Conn.  V.  I.  during 
the  Civil  war,  and  now  resides  on  the  old  home 
farm  in  Hamden:  John  Justus,  our  subject;  Sarah, 
wife  of  Wales  Chatfield,  of  Oxford ;  George  Will- 
iam, of  New  Haven,  now  deceased;  Emma,  Mrs. 
Daniel  Holbrook.  of  Ansonia ;  Frank,  a  resident 
of  Florida ;  and  Birdsey.  a  resident  of  Ansonia. 

In  the  town  of  his  nativity  John  Justus  Warner 
grew  to  manhood  and  attended  school.  Later  he 
engaged  in  farming  there  until  after  the  Civil  war 
broke  out,  when  he  enlisted,  in  September,  i86r, 
in  Company  K,  6th  Conn.  V.  I.,  for  three  years, 
as  a  teamster.  He  was  appointed  wagonmaster  un- 
der Gen.  Sherman's  command  at  Port  Royal,  S.  C. ; 
rwas  at  City  Point,  Ya.. ;  and  later  was  under  Gen. 
Grant  at  Bermuda  Hundred.  Fort  Fisher  and  Ral- 
'eigh,  N.  C.  On  the  expiration  of  his  three  years 
•term  of  enlistment  he  was  honorably  discharged  iti 
A^irginia,  in  September,  1864,  and  later  served  hi 
the  government  employ  as  a  civilian  wagonmaster 
until  the  close  of  the  war,  looking  after  teams, 
having  wagons  painted,  and  keeping  everything  in 
order.  When  hostilities  ceased  and  his  services 
were  no  longer  needed  he  returned  to  Hamden 
and  resumed  farming.  For  some  time  he  made  his 
home  in  Bethany,  where  he  still  owns  a  good  farm, 
but  in  1896  he  came  to  Cheshire  and  purchased  the 


Daniel   Humiston   farm,   upon  which  he  has  since 
successfully  engaged  in  agriculture. 

In  1866,  in  Hamden,  Mr.  Warner  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Mrs.  Mary  E.  Smith  (widow  of 
Edgar  Smith),  who  was  born  in  Bethany,  a  daugh- 
ter of  Kneeland  and  Ann  (Andrews)  Downs,  na- 
tives of  Wolcott  and  Bethany,  respectively.  Mr. 
Warner  and  his  wife  have  four  children :  John, 
who  is  married  and  lives  in  New  Haven ;  Minnie, 
now  Mrs.  Harry  Alunson,  of  Cheshire ;  Burton  ;  and 
Marshall.  Socially  -Mr.  Warner  is  a  member  of 
Admiral  Foote  Post,  No.  i,  G.  A.  R.,  of  New 
Haven,  and  politically  he  is  identified  with  the  Re- 
publican party.  He  served  as  assessor  in  the  town 
of  Bethany,  and  his  duties  of  citizenshi])  have  al- 
ways been  most  faithfully  and  conscientiously  dis- 
charged. 

HENRY  BEVERLY  HALL  was  born  May 
31.  1835,  in  South  Main  street,  Wallingford.  a  son 
of  John  Parsons  Hall,  whose  birth  occurred  Nov. 
18.  1808,  in  Wallingford,  where  he  died  June  4. 
1894. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  a  farmer,  and  at 
one  time  in  his  life  manufactured  razor  strops  and 
combs.  A  Whig  in  early  life,  he  became  a  Re- 
publican on  the  formation  of  the  party,  and  served 
on  the  school  committee.  A  member  of  the  Con- 
gregational Church,  he  stood  well  in  the  community. 
A  home  man  in  every  sense  of  the  word,  the  do- 
mestic virtues  stronglv  prevailed  in  his  character, 
and  to  his  family  he  was  all  a  husband  and  a  fa- 
ther should  be.  Mr.  Hall  and  Miss  Eunice  Hotch- 
kiss  were  married  Oct.  20.  1833.  Mrs.  Hall  was 
born  July  9,  1812,  a  daughter  of  Timothy  Hotcti- 
kiss,  of  Wolcott.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hall  were 
born  the  following  children :  (  i  )  Henry  Bever'y 
is  mentioned  below.  (2)  John  Randolph,  born  in 
1S37,  died  in  Chicago  June  4.  1893,  while  in  at- 
tendance upon  the  World's  Fair,  representing  the 
William  Rogers  Mfg.  Co.  For  many  years  he  was 
a  wholesale  dealer  in  notions  and  hosiery  in  New 
York.  (3)  Frederick  Hotchkiss,  born  July  28. 
1849,  lives  in  New  York  City,  where  he  is  con- 
nected with  the  wdiolesale  house  of  Porter  Broth- 
ers. He  married  Miss  Agnes  Hall,  daughter  of 
Joel  Hall.     (4)   Charles  S.  is  mentioned  below. 

Dr.  Rice  Hall,  the  grandfather  of  the  above 
named  children,  was  born  in  Wallingford  May  8. 
i  1784,  and  followed  farming.  He  was  also  exten- 
i  sively  engaged  in  teaming,  before  the  era  of  rail- 
I  roads,  running  an  express  between  between  Wal- 
i  lingford  and  New  Haven.  A  man  of  strong  con- 
i  victions.  he  was  a  stanch  Whig,  and  a  devout  mem- 
I  her  of  the  Congregational  Church.  It  is  said  that 
'  he  only  missed  one  service  in  fifty  years,  and  that 
I  was  caused  by  an  accident  which  compelled  him  to 
I   stay  at  home. 

Henry  Beverly  Hall  was  born  in  Wallingford, 
I  where  he  received  his  education  in  the  common 
■   school.     For  one  vear  he  was  a  student  in  Rus- 
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-eil's  Military  School.  Xcw  flaven.    Leaving-  school 
when  nineteen  years  of  ajje.  he  helped  his  father  on 
the  farm  for  about  two  years,  when  he  went  to  the 
citv  of  New  York  to  take  a  position  as  entry  clerk 
with  the  jobbing  house  of  John  I.  llinchnian  &  Co., 
later  on   becoming  a   partner   in   the   concern.     In 
1874  he  returned  to  Wallingford  to  clerk  for  Leon- 
ard D.  Bishop,  the  proprietor  of  an  agricultural  im- 
plement store  in  New  Haven,  Conn.    After  a  year 
with  that  gentleman  Mr.  Hall  secured  a  position  as 
traveling  saleman  for  the  R.  Wallace  &  Sons  Manu- 
facturing Co.,  being  the  first  representative  of  that 
company  to  go  on  the  road.     For  ten  years  he  re- 
mained   with    them,    covering    the    territory    from 
Maine  to  Kansas  City,  and  from  Canada  to  Ken- 
tucky.   Mr.  Hall's  next  engagement  was  with  Simp- 
son, Hall,  Miller  &  Co.,  and  he  was  their  representa- 
tive in  New  York,   Philadelphia.  \\'ashington  and 
Baltimore.     After  one  year  spent  with  that  house, 
^Ir.  Hall  went  on  the  road  in  the  interest  of  the 
Bristol  Brass  &  Clock  Co.,  continuing  with  them  for 
four  years.     At  the  present  time  he  is  devoting  all 
his  thought  and  care  to  his  extensive  real  estate  in- 
terests.    In  1S93  ^Ir.  Hall  was  one  of  the  origina- 
tors   of    the    Biggins-Rodgers    Co..    manufacturers 
of  all  kinds  of  hollow  ware,  and  employing  about 
fifty  hands.     Mr.  Hall  is  secretary  of  that  corpora- 
tion.    Our  subject  is  a  strong  Republican,  and  ac- 
tive in  political  attairs.     He  was  elected  warden  in 
1896,  again  in  1897,  and  a  third  time  in  1899.     An 
,  attendant  of  the  First  Congregational   Church,  he 
takes  a  deep  interest  in  the  welfare  of  the  church, 
and  is  a  liberal  supporter  of  its  principles. 

Mr.  Hall  and  ^liss  Susan  Parker  were  married 
Oct.  17,  i8f>6.  They  had  no  children.  Mrs.  Hall 
was  born  May  25,  1835,  daughter  of  Dr.  Lyman 
Parker,  who  practiced  medicine  in  Wallingford. 
She  died    July  19,  1892. 

Ch.\rles  Storrs  Hall  was  born  Xov.  13,  1852, 
in  Wallingford,  obtained  his  early  education  in  the 
public  schools  of  that  city,  and  supplemented  same 
by  a  year  in  Hopkins  Preparatory  School,  and 
another  year  in  French's  Private  School.  At  the 
age  of  nineteen  he  left  school  and  secured  a  clerk- 
ship in  Xew  York  with  the  firm  of  Tooker,  Waring 
&  Co.,  dealers  and  jobbers  in  Yankee  notions  and 
hosiery,  in  which  concern  his  brother  Henry  B.  was 
a  partner.  He  remained  there  about  seven  years, 
and  for  the  last  year  and  a  half  that  he  was  in  Xew 
York  clerked  for  Hall  cS:  Co.,  dealers  and  jobbers 
in  the  same  line.  About  1880  he  came  to  Walling- 
ford, and  took  a  place  in  the  postoffice  under  Judge 
Hubbard,  which  position  he  held  for  a  year  and  a 
half.  For  the  next  three  years  he  was  connected  with 
Simpson.  Hall.  Miller  &  Co.  as  orrler  filling  and  stock 
clerk.  Mr.  Hall  was  then  connected  with  the  Do- 
mestic Manufacturing  Co.  for  alxiut  three  years,  as 
order  filling  clerk,  and  had  charge  of  the  stock  de- 
partment. In  iSyo  he  entered  the  postoffice  as  as- 
sistant  to   Postmaster  W.   Burr   Hall.     When   Mr. 


Hall  retired  and  Mr.  Jones  assumed  the  duties  of 
the  office  Mr.  Hall  was  still  continued  as  assistant 
;  postmaster.     On  Feb.   i,   1898,    he    was    appointed 
I  ix)stmaster,  entering  upon  the  duties  of  the  position 
;  the  1st  of  the  following  month.     Mr.  Hall  was  in- 
strumental in  securing  free  delivery  in  Wallingford 
while  assistant  to  Postmaster  George  T.  Jones.    As 
^  postmaster  Mr.  Hall  is  very  efficient.     In  Septem- 
j  ber,    n>oo.  he  succeeded  in  introducing  free  deliv- 
ery throughout  the  town  of  Wallingford.     Charles 
:  S.  Hall  is  a  stanch  Republican,  and  has  never  hesi- 
:  tated  at  any  labor  in  behalf  of  the  party  organiza- 
j  tion.     From  1880  to  1S94  he  was  on  the  Republican 
:  town  committee,  and   for  nine  years  served  as  its 
j  chairman.     In  religion  ]Mr.  Hall  is  a  Congregation- 
j  alist,  while  his  wife  attends  the  Baptist  Church. 
1         On  June  14,  1894,  Mr.  Hall  married  Aliss  Flora 
A.  Fordham.  of  Essex,  Conn.,  a  daughter  of  Theo- 
dore  I'.   l-~ordham.  a  prominent  surveyor  and   far- 
mer.    Mr.  and  Mrs.   Hall  are  the  parents  of  two 
children:     Randolph  Fordham,  born  Xov.  7,  1896, 
and  Theodore  Parsons,  born  Dec.    18,   1898.     Mr' 
Hall  belongs  to  the  X.  E.  O.  P.,  the  :\Iasonic  fra- 
ternity and  the  Pilgrim  Fathers.     He  was  a  char- 
ter member  of  the  local  lodge  of  the  last  named 
order,  as  he  was  of  Robert  Wallace  Court,  Xo.  123. 

JAMES  CALLAX,  the  efficient  superintendent 
of  the  tube  department  of  the  Holmes,  Booth  &  Hay- 
den  Manufacturing  Co.'s  extensive  works  in  Water- 
bury,  was  born  April  12,  1841,  in  Douglas.  Lanark- 
shire, Scotland,  son  of  John  and  Jane  (Fleming) 
Callan.  who  were  born  in  the  same  place. 

John  Callan,  the  son  of  a  farmer,  was  a  weaver 
by  trade.  He  and  his  wife  had  eleven  children,  of 
whom  all  save  two  reached  mature  years,  and  of  the 

\  other  nine  three — Adam.  William  and  James — cam.e 

I  to  Connecticut.  Adam  is  now  a  machinist  in  Water- 
bury.     William  died  in  Xew  Haven. 

!  James  Callan  attended  school  in  his  native  town 
until  ten  years  old,  at  which  age  he  lost  his  father. 
His  mother  having  a  large  family  to  care  for,  he 
was  obliged  to  exercise  his  best  activities  in  provid- 

;  ing  for  himself  and  in  aiding  in  the  support  of  his 
mother  and  the  little  ones  at  home.     He  labored  on 

:  the  farm  until  twenty  years  of  age,  when  he  went 

!  to  Glasgow,  where  he  found  employment  in  a  store 
for  some  time,  and  then,  in  1871,  came  to  America 
and  to  Waterbury,  where  he  has  ever  since  been 
emplo\ed  by  the  Holmes.  Booth  &  Hayden  Co.. 
with  the  exception  of  two  and  a  half  years  passed 
with  the  Randolph  &  Clows  Co. 

\         In  1866  'Sir.  Callan  married  Elizabeth  Harriott. 

I  who  was  born  near  Edinburgh,  Scotland,  a  daugh- 
ter of  \\'illiam  and  Alice  Stratton,  and  to  this  union 
six  children  have  been  born,  viz. :  John.  William 
H.,  Adam,  James  A..  Alice  H.  and  George  S.,  all 
still  living.    John  and  William  H.  are  married. 

In  p(jlirics  Mr.  Callan  was  a  Liberal  in  the  old 
countrx'.  and  since  coming  to  America  has  l)een  a 


912 


COMMEMORATIVE   BIOGRAPHICAL   RECORD. 


Republican.  He  is  very  popular  with  his  party,  and 
has  represented  the  Third  ward  of  W'aterbury  in 
the  common  council  two  terms,  while  a  member  of 
this  body  serv-ing-  on  the  committee  on  Lights  and 
Lamps  at  the  time  the  first  electric  lights  were 
placed  in  tiie  city.  He  has  just  concluded  a  term 
of  two  years  in  the  board  of  aldermen,  has  been  re- 
elected for  a  similar  term,  and  is  now  vice-president 
of  the  board. 

As  a  Freemason  Mr.  Callan  stands  very  high. 
He  was  "made"  a  Mason  in  Scotland  in  1S59,  and 
has  attained  to  the  Mystic  Shrine.  He  affiliates 
with  Harmony  Lodge,  Xo.  42,  F.  &  A.  AL,  of  Water- 
bury,  of  which  he  was  three  years  master :  with 
Eureka  Chapter,  of  which  he  has  been  high  priest 
three  years,  and  at  the  present  time  is  grand  high 
priest  of  the  Grand  Chapter,  Royal  Arch  ^Masons, 
of  Connecticut :  he  also  holds  membership  in  Clark 
Commandery.  He  is  a  charter  member  of  the  Third 
Congregational  Church,  which  his  family  also  at- 
tend. Socially  they  all  are  held  in  the  highest 
estimation  by  their  neighbors  and  acquaintances. 
and  they  have  made  hosts  of  friends  during  their 
residence  in  W'aterbury. 

WILLL\M  COOK  WILLL\MS,  ISL  D.,  de- 
ceased, who  was  for  many  years  a  leading  physi- 
cian of  Cheshire,  was  born  Aug.  21,  1828,  in 
Roxbury,  Conn.,  the  eldest  son  of  William  Chauncey 
Williams,  'SI.  D..  and  his  wife,  Julia  White  Cook. 
Through  his  father  he  was  descended  from  Rob- 
•  ert  Williams,  who  settled  in  Roxbury,  ]vlass.,  in 
1637,  and  on  his  mother's  side  from  Major  Aaron 
Cook,  who  located  at  Dorchester,  ^ilass.,  in  1630. 

Robert  Williams  was  born  in  England  about  the 
year  1593,  perhaps  in  Norwich,  County  of  Nor- 
folk, and  was  married  before  coming  to  America  to 
Elizabeth  Stratton.  He  disembarked  at  Boston, 
with  his  wife  and  several  children,  in  the  year  16^7. 
Before  the  close  of  that  year  he  had  joined  the 
neighboring  settlement  at  Roxbury.  and,  this  early, 
his  name  and  that  of  his  wife  are  found  upon  the 
records  of  Roxburv  Church,  to  which  the  Rev.  John 
Eliot  then  ministered.  He  was  there  made  a  free- 
man. May  2  of  the  following  year.  That  he  was  a 
stanch  and  typical  Puritan,  whose  scruples  for- 
bade his  conformitv  with  the  tenets  of  the  Estab- 
lished Church  in  England,  during  the  intolerant 
reign  of  the  first  Charles,  and  encouraged  his  de- 
parture thence  for  Massachusetts  Bay,  where  he 
could  the  more  freely  exercise  his  individual  rights 
of  conscience,  may  readily  be  believed  from  the 
single  glimpse  had  of  him,  as  signer  of  the  petition  , 
to  the  governor  of  the  Colony,  in  1672,  in  censure 
of  Harvard  College.  He  was  one  of  the  five  towns- 
men or  selectmen  in  1647  and  1653,  and  was  inter- 
ested in  the  early  founding  of  schools  in  Roxbury. 
Ellis  speaks  of  him  as  "one  of  the  most  influential 
men  in  the  town  atTairs,"  and  Farmer  calls  him  "the 
common  ancestor  of  the  divines,  civilians  and  war- 
riors of  the  name  who  have  honored  the  country  , 


of  their  birth."  His  wife,  Elizabeth,  died  July  28, 
1674,  aged  eighty  years.  He  married  Xov.  3,  1673, 
for  his  second  wife,  Margaret,  witlow  of  John 
Fearing,  and  upon  her  death  he  married,  according 
to  tradition,  a  ■Martha  Strong,  who  tlied  Dec.  22, 
1707,  aged  ninety-two.  His  last  will  and  teitament 
is  dated  Nov.  26,  1685,  and  was  probated  Sept.  29, 
1693.  He  died  at  Ro.xbury,  Sept.  i,  1693,  aged 
one  hundred  years. 

Capt.  Isaac  Williams,  born  Sept.  i,  1638,  bap- 
tized in  September,  1638,  in  Roxbury,  Mass.,  mar- 
ried in  1660,  for  his  first  wife,  Martha  Park,  born 
^larch  2,  baptized  ^klarch  13,  1643,  the  third  daugh- 
ter of  Deacon  William  and  Alartha  ( Holgrave  1 
Park,  of  Roxbury.  In  1661  he  settled  in  Cambridge 
village,  now  Newton,  MasS;,  and  was  there  made 
freeman  in  1685.  He  and  his  wife  were  among  the 
earliest  members  of  the  first  church  instituted  at 
Cambridge  village,  and  he  was  afterward  deacon 
therein.  He  served  as  captain  of  a  military  com- 
pany and  was  selectman,  1691-93.  and  deputy  to  the 
General  Court,  1692,  1695,  1697,  1699,  1701  and 
1705.  In  1706  he  was  chosen  with  two  others  on  the 
first  school  committee.  His  wife  died  Oct.  24.  about 
the  year  1676,  aged  thirty-four.  He  married,  Nov. 
13'  ^^77'  for  his  second  wife,  Judith  Cooper,  of 
Taunton,  Mass.,  who  died  in  1724,  aged  seventy- 
six.  He  died  Feb.  11,  1707,  aged  sixty-eight,  and 
was  buried  under  arms  by  the  Company  of  Foot,  at 
Newton,  Feb.  14,  1707.  His  last  will  and  testament 
bears  date  Jan.  31.  1704,  but  was  set  aside  by  the 
court  for  undue  influence,  July  27,  1708,  on  petition 
of  disaffected  heirs. 

Isaac  Williams,  born  Dec.  11.  1661,  baptized 
March  11,  1662,  in  Cambridge  village,  Mass.,  mar- 
ried, about  1685,  for  his  first  wife,  Elizabeth  Hyde, 
born  Sept.  4,  1659,  the  eldest  daughter  of  Jonathan 
and  Mary  (French)  Hyde,  of  Cambridge  village. 
They  were  both  early  members  of  the  church  in 
Cambridge  village,  in  which  settlement  he  continued 
to  reside  until  within  a  few  years  of  his  decease. 
He  was  captain  of  the  military  company  at  Newton 
and  selectman  for  that  town,  1734.  His  wife, 
Elizabeth,  died  June  26,  1699,  aged  thirty-nine 
years.  He  married,  in  1709,  for  his  second  wife, 
Mary,  widow  of  Nathaniel  Hammond,  Jr,,  and. 
upon  her  death,  a  third  wife,  Hannah.  He  soon 
afterward  removed  to  Roxbury,  where  he  died  June 
-7'  1739.  aged  seventy-seven.  His  last  will  and 
testament  is  dated  Dec.  12,  1738. 

Ebenezer  Williams  was  born  Oct.  16,  1691,  in 
N^ewton,  whence  he  early  removed  to  settle  in  Leb- 
anon, Conn.,  soon  after  its  organization  as  a  towm. 
The  deed  for  his  first  purchase  of  land  is  dated  Nov. 
17,  1718.  He  was  married  there  on  July  27,  1721,  to 
Mary,  eldest  daughter  of  Andrew  and  Elizabeth 
\'each,  of  Lebanon.  His  name  is  found  on  the  rec- 
ords of  Lebanon  (Goshen)  Church  as  a  member 
thereof,  April  2,  1732,  and  upon  the  records  of 
the  town  as  a  lieutenant  and  selectman,  1736  and 
1738.    His  last  will  and  testament  is  dated  March 
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^.  1740,  and  he  died  Aug:.  6.  1740.  aged  forty-eight 
"\car.s.  His  widow  fUed  prior  to  March  25.  1782,  at 
whieii  date  letters  of  administration  were  granted 
n|K)ii  lier  estate  to  Jonathan,  the  eldest  son. 

\'cach  Williams,  born  April  23,  1727,  baptized 
.\l)ril  29,  17-27.  in  Lebanon,  was  married  Oct.  12. 
175^,  to  Lucy  W'alsworth.  born  Dec.  3,  1732,  fourth 
daughter  of  William  and  Mary  I  Avery)  W'als- 
worth, of  Groton,  Conn.  He  resided  in  Lebanon 
from  birth  until  death,  and  the  names  of  both  him- 
.sclf  and  wife  appear  on  the  records  of  the  Third 
(or  Goshen)  Church  as  admitted  to  membership 
Xov.  24,  I77<'>-  He  was  captain  of  a  company  of 
Connecticut  Colonial  militia,  and  for  the  fourteen 
consecutive  years  from  1765  to  1778,  inclusive,  was 
townsman  or  selectman,  together  with  Jonathan 
Trumbull,  governor  of  the  Colony.  William  Will- 
iams, signer  of  the  Declaration  of  Independence, 
Hon.  Joshua  West,  Capt.  Seth  Wright,  and  one  or 
two  others,  who  constituted  the  remaining  members 
of  that  board  during  the  greater  part  of  this  period. 
Here,  at  the  home  of  the  governor  of  the  Colony 
and  of  the  speaker  of  the  Colonial  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, at  a  time  when  all  was  busy  preparation 
in  anticipation  of  an  eventful  war,  it  may  be  pre- 
sumed those  called  into  the  service  of  the  town  were 
its  most  patriotic  and  representative  citizens.  He 
was  deputy  to  the  General  Court  of  Connecticut  in 
17S5.  His  last  will  and  testament  bears  date  of 
( )ct.  2~,  1795,  and  his  death  occurred  .Sept.  11, 
ifv)4,  at  the  age  of  seventy-seven.  His  wife  Lucy 
died  Aug.  10,  1795,  a,ged  sixty-two  years. 

William  Williams,  born  Aug.  2,  baptized  Aug. 
8,  1762,  in  Lebanon,  married  May  20,  1784,  for  his 
first  wife,  Lydia,  daughter  of  Samuel  Williams,  of 
Lebanon.  She  died  June  22.  1790,  aged  twenty-six. 
He  married,  in  1793,  for  his  second  wife,  Lydia, 
daughter  of  Joseph  Loomis,  of  Lebanon.  William 
Williams  was  a  farmer  in  Lebanon,  and  served  as  a 
member  of  the  House  of  Representatives  in  the 
Connecticut  Legislature,  session  of  1813.  He  died 
Nov.  5,  1818,  aged  tifty-six.  His  widow,  Lydia, 
died  in  Lebanon,  Xov.  5.  i86i,  aged  ninety  years. 

Dr.  W'illiam  Chauncey  Williams,  born  Oct.  23. 
1800,  was  baptized  Jan.  25,  1801,  in  Lebanon.  He 
married,  June  7,  1827,  Julia  White  Cook,  daughter 
of  Aaron  Cook,  of  Ashford,  Conn.  He  was  a  phy- 
sician, and  was  entered  as  a  student  of  medicine, 
about  1820,  with  Dr.  Stephen  Hubbard,  of  Pom- 
fret,  Conn.  He  was  an  undergraduate  in  the  ^^ed- 
ical  Department  of  Yale  College  i.i  1821-22,  and  re- 
moved in  1829  to  Manchester,  Conn.,  where  he  re- 
mained in  active  practice  until  his  death.  He  re- 
ceived the  degree  of  M.  D.  from  Yale  College  in 
'841.  _  He  died  Oct.  6,  1857,  aged  fifty-six  years, 
and  his  widow  died  July  19,  1875.  aged  sixty-seven. 

I^r.  William  Cook  Williams,  the  subject  of  this 
sketch,  received  his  preparatory  education  at  Willis- 
trin  Seminary,  Easthampton,  ^lass.,  and  was  grad- 
uated from  the  Yale  Medical  School  in  1850.  On 
June    19,    1850,   he   married   Lucinda,   daughter  of 
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Beman  Fairchild.  of  Brookfield.  Conn.,  a  desceiuhint 
of  Thomas  Fairchild,  one  of  the  first  settlers  of 
Stratford,  Conn.  Their  children  were  William  Ed- 
ward, who  died  at  the  a.ge  of  twenty-one  years ; 
George  Clinton  Fairchild  and  Elizabeth  Julia,  both 
of  whom  are  living. 

Innnediately  after  his  graduation  Dr.  Williams 
began  the  practice  of  medicine  in  New  Hartford, 
Conn.  In  185 1  he  removed  to  New  Milford  i^nd 
thence,  in  1854,  to  Cheshire,  where  he  remained  in 
active  practice  through  the  remainder  of  his  life. 
The  following  remarks  concerning  his  professional 
career  are  quoted  from  the  "Obituarv  Record  o£ 
Graduates  of  Yale  L'niversity,"  published  in  June,, 
1894:  "He  had  by  far  the  most  extensive  practice  of 
all  physicians  ever  located  in  that  place  (Chesliire), 
including  a  large  clientele  in  all  the  surrounding 
towns.  His  success  in  his  profession  was  phenom- 
enal, and  he  left  the  remarkable  record  of  having 
never  lost  an  obstetrical  case  in  all  his  long  career. 
He  was  gifted  with  the  faculty  of  inspiring  pa- 
tients with  confidence  in  bis  skill,  while  his  geniality 
and  cheerfulness  made  him  welcome  in  the  sick 
room  as  a  friend  as  well  as  a  physician."  In  his 
method  of  practice  he  was  liberal,  and  did  not  limit 
his  resources  for  the  treatment  of  disease  by  alle- 
giance to  any  of  the  "schools"  of  medicine. 

In  other  respects  he  was  equally  broad-miiuled 
and  progressive.  He  never  interested  himself  in 
politics  and  would  not  accept  political  office,  but 
was  among  the  foremost  in  supporting  and  encour- 
aging all  measures  for  the  public  welfare  and  for 
the  benefit  of  his  town.  In  the  early  years  of  his 
residence  in  Cheshire  he  took  a  lively  interest  in 
public  matters.  He  was  active  in  the  religious- 
work  of  the  Congregational  Church,  of  which  he 
was  a  member,  and  he  bore  a  prominent  part  in  the 
organization  and  maintenance  of  a  Young  Alen's- 
Christian  Association  under  the  auspices  of  which; 
courses  of  lectures  were  delivered — an  organiza- 
tion wdiich  made,  in  many  ways,  a  marked  beneficial, 
impress  upon  the  young  men  of  that  time.  He  de- 
livered lectures  on  anatomv  and  physiology  at  the 
Episcopal  Academy  of  Connecticut,  and  contributed 
articles  to  the  public  press.  He  was  the  means  also 
of  securing  to  Temple  Lodge,  Xo.  16,  A.  F.  &  A. 
M.,  the  restoration  of  its  charter,  which  was  sur- 
rendered during  the  dark  days  of  free-masonrv  in 
this  country,  and  he  was  the  first  master  of  that 
lodge  after  the  charter  was  restored.  During  his 
later  years,  as  the  demands  of  an  extensive  practice 
absorbed  his  time  and  bore  heavily  upon  him,  he 
withdrew  from  other  affairs  and  devoted  his  ener- 
gies exclusively  to  his  professional  work.  His  de- 
votion to  duty  was  absolute.  He  rarely  took  a  vaca- 
tion. With  him  the  interests  of  his  patients  were 
first  and  personal  welfare  a  secondary  considera- 
tion. Despite  the  wearing  effects  of  much  contin- 
uous work,  he  was  always  cheery  and  jovial,  never 
failing  in  sympathy  for  the  suffering,  and  ever 
ready  with  jest  or  anecdote  to  cheer  the  dispirited 
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and  to  brighten  the  irksome  days  of  convalescence. 
He  was  a  trustee  of  the  Masonic  ^[utual  Benefit  As- 
sociation of  Connecticut,  a  director  in  various  busi- 
ness enterprises,  and.  to  the  time  of  his  death,  post 
surgeon  and  medical  examiner  of  his  district.  On 
May  i8,  1894.  he  died  of  septicemia,  contracted  in 
the  course  of  professional  work.  He  was  a  "beloved 
physician,"  and  he  will  be  long  remembered  as  'an 
able  and  conscientious  physician,  a  wise  and  trust- 
ed counselor,  a  tirm  friend,  a  genial  companion,  and 
a  moral  and  upright  man. 

RANSOM  CHIPMAN  (deceased)  was  in  his 
day  one  of  the  most  progressive  and  highly  re- 
spected residents  of  Waterbury.  He  traced  his  de- 
scent from  one  of  the  earliest  of  the  Xew  England 
Colonists. 

Thomas  Chipman,  the  first  of  this  family  to  come 
to  America,  was  born  in  Dorchester.  England,  in 
1570.  John  Chipman.  his  son,  was  born  in  the  same 
place,  and  came  to  America  in  1630.  In  1646  he 
here  married  Hope,  daughter  of  John  Howland, 
and  granddaughter  of  Gov.  John  Carver,  the  two 
last  named  passengers  on  board  the  famous  "May- 
flower." Twelve  children  were  born  to  this  union. 
John  Chipman  was  an  elder  in  the  church  at  Barn- 
stable, Mass.,  and  was  a  deputy,  or  representative, 
to  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Colonies.  Deacon 
Samuel  Chipman,  of  Barnstable,  son  of  John  and 
Hope  (Howland),  was  born  in  1661,  and  died  in 
1723.  His  son,  Samuel  Chipman,  also  called  "Dea- 
con," of  Barnstable,  was  born  in  1680,  and  died  in 
1780.  John  Chipman,  of  Stratford,  Conn.,  was  born 
in  1728,  son  of  Deacon  Samuel  (2),  and  his  son,  Jo- 
seph Chipman.  was  the  father  of  Samuel  Chipman. 
Samuel  Chipman  became  the  father  of  eleven  chil- 
dren, including  Sherman  B.  and  Daniel  L.  Chipman, 
of  Waterbury  (whose  sketches  are  given  in  full  else- 
where), and  Ransom  Chipman,  whose  name  stands 
at  the  opening  of  this  memoir,  and  who,  it  will  be 
seen,  was  of  the  eighth  generation  of  the  Chipman 
family  in  America. 

Ransom  Chipman  was  born  in  1819,  in  what  is 
now  called  Town  Plot,  and  passed  his  early  days  on 
the  home  farm.  He  began  the  active  business  of 
life  by  making  regular  trips  to  New  Haven  with  his 
father,  Samuel  Chipman,  who  was  then  a  stage 
driver  to  that  city.  }vlany  thousands  of  dollars 
were  in  this  manner  transferred  to  New  Haven, 
there  being  at  that  time  no  bank  in  ^^'aterbu^y. 
When  he  was  about  thirty-five  Air.  Chipman  en- 
tered the  employ  of  Holmes,  Booth  &  Havden, 
manufacturers,  and  for  twenty-five  years  was  fore- 
man of  the  rolling  department  of  their  immense  con- 
cern, a  reliable  indication  of  his  steady-going  habits 
and  executive  ability. 

Ransom  Chipman  was  twice  married.  By  his 
first  wife,  Charlotte  Ilurd.  of  Newtown,  Conn.,  he 
had  three  children,  viz.:  Harriet  R.,  who  married 
George  Spcer,  of  Bridgeport;  Edgar  H.,  foreman  in 
Holmes.  Booth  &  Hayden's  factory,  Waterbury;  and 


Charlotte  M.,  who  married  HoUis  D.  Segur,  of  Wa-        I 
terbury,  a  native  of  Suffield,  antl  a  representative  of        / 
one  of  the  oldest  families  in  New  England,  the  Se-       ( 
gurs  having  been  among  tlie  early  settlers  of  Hart-       j 
ford.    Airs.  Charlotte  (  Hurd  )  Chipman  died,  and  in       j 
1857  Ransom  Chipman  wedded,  for  his  second  wife,       I 
Martha  Beach,  who  was  born  in  Hartland,  Conn.,  a       \ 
daughter  of  Elias  and  Betsie  (Hayden)  Beach,  both       I 
also  natives  of  Hartland.     Col.  Nathaniel  Hayden,       | 
father  of  Mrs.  Betsie  Beach,  was  colonel  of  his  train- 
ing district,  and  was  quite  a  prominent  agriculturist. 
He  married  Sallie  Ransom.     The  Beach  family  de- 
scended from  \\'illiain  Beach,  who  settled  in  Amer- 
ica in  1640;  Elias  Beach  was  a  son  of  Zopher,  who      I  ' 
was  bom  in  Goshen,  Conn.    To  the  second  marriage      | 
of  Air.  Chipman  no  children  were  born. 

Mr.  Chipman  was  a  devout  member  of  the  Aleth- 
odist  Episcopal  Church,  and  for  many  years  was  a 
trustee  of  the  society.  He  died  in  this  faith  Oct.  31, 
1884,  and  no  citizen's  decease  was  ever  more  deeply 
deplored  by  the  residents  of  Waterbury.  Possibly 
no  more  fitting  tribute  can  be  paid  to  his  memory 
than  the  following  obituary  notice,  published  in  the 
Waterbury  American  immediately  after  his  demise: 

'Tn  the  death  of  Ransom  Chipman  his  wife  loses 
a  good  husband,  his  children  a  kind  and  faithful 
father,  and  the  community  at  large  a  generous  and 
faithful  citizen.  Ever  ready  to  give  in  a  good  cause, 
hundreds  have  reason  most  substantial  for  blessing 
his  memory.  In  the  beautiful  Riverside  cemetery 
we  have  laid  away  all  that  remains  of  our  loved 
friend — the  friend  of  the  poor,  and  the  man  whose 
life  will  in  many  respects  serve  as  a  worthy  model 
for  the  youths  of  to-day.  Peace  to  his  ashes,  blessed 
be  his  memory." 

The  honored  widow  of  Air.  Chipman  still  makes 
her  residence  in  Waterbury,  and  is  passing  her  days 
in  retirement,  surrounded  by  a  host  of  loving  friends, 
and  devoting  her  time  to  acts  of  kindly  charity. 

RICHARD  WOODWARD  (deceased),  for 
many  years  a  highly  respected  citizen  of  East  Haven, 
was  a  native  of  that  town,  born  Jan.  17,  1815,  in  the 
house  now  occupied  by  his  daughter. 

Hezekiah  Woodward,  his  father,  was  born  on 
the  same  farm  Jan.  13,  1763,  it  being  the  home  of 
the  grandfather,  who  was  born  in  1742.  The  latter 
was  a  grandson  of  Rev.  John  Woodward,  who  was 
graduated  from  Cambridge  College  in  1693,  and 
was  ordained  a  minister  Dec.  6,  1699.  Both  the  fa- 
ther and  grandfather  of  our  subject  took  up  arms 
against  the  mother  country  and  aided  the  Colonies 
in  achieving  their  independence  during  the  Revolu- 
tionarv  war.  Hezekiah  Woodward  married  Asenath 
Bradley,  who  died  in  the  fall  of  1854,  and  his  death 
occurred  Alay  21,  18 15. 

Throughout  his  active  business  life  Richard 
\^'oodward  engaged  in  fanning  upon  the  old  home- 
stead in  East  Haven,  and  he  was  numhered  among 
the  leading  and  prominent  citizens  of  that  town.  He 
married  Aliss  Annie  AI.  Potter,  who  was  born  June 
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1-  iSi^.  a  (laughter  of  James  Potter.  She  died  in 
('„.,,■■_'  11^55.  and  Mr.  Woodward  departed  this 
Uic  \ii>j-  25,  1855.  To  them  were  born  three  chil- 
.'rrif  .Marv  A.,  who  is  mentioned  below;  George 
K  who  served  for  three  years  as  a  member  of  the 
;«.ili  I'omi.  V.  I.  during  the  war  of  the  Rebellion^ 
uiKJ  died  in  1867;  and  James,  who  died  at  the  age  of 
srti)  years. 

(h\  May  9.  iSfio,  Mi;s  Mary  A.  Woodward  was 
nniioil  in  marriage  with  Collis  B.  Granniss,  who 
ua*  lH)rn  Xov.  13,  1830,  on  the  farm  in  East  Haven 
where  his  brother  Lyman  now  lives,  and  is  now  suc- 
.•<--siully  engaged  in  dairy  farming  on  the  old  \\'ood- 
Nvard  liomcstead.  He  has  served  as  school  treasurer 
f.>r  several  years,  and  for  fifteen  years  has  been  a 
deacon  in  the  Congregational  Church,  of  which  he 
,-iiid  his  wife  are  active  and  prominent  members. 
They  have  one  child,  Mary  W.,  who  was  born  Aug. 
H),  1867,  and  was  married  Oct.  27,  1891,  to  Andrew 
1'.  Allen,  who  was  born  Sept.  24,  1861.  This  union 
lias  been  blessed  by  one  daughter,  Estelle  M.,  born, 
June  18,  1893,  in  New  Haven.  Mr.  Allen  resides 
Avitii  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Granniss,  aiding  in  the  operation 
t>f  tlie  farm.  The  family  are  widely  and  favorably 
kni>wn,  and  are  quite  prominent  in  the  communitv 
where  they  make  their  home. 

DrULKV  FA^HLY.  (I)  William  Dudley, 
".Mc  lit  the  original  settlers  of  Guilford,  and  a  signer 
».>f  tlic  i'lantation  Covenant,  was  born  at  Richmond, 

<  'iiumy  nf  Surrey,  England.  He  was  a  member  of 
Rev.  Henry  Whitfield's  Church  and  parish  at  Ock- 
ley,  in  Surrey,  where  he  married  Aug.  24,  1636, 
-Miss  Jane  Lutman.  They  came  with  Air.  Whitfield's 
eiini])any  to  America  in  1639,  and  their  eldest  child, 
William,  was  born  at  sea,  during  the  voyage.  On 
ilieir  arrival  at  Guilford  they  established  their  home 
mi  the  east  side  of  what  is  now  Fair  street,  where 
Dr.  R.  D.  West  now  lives.  Williain  Dudley's  home- 
li>t  contained  three  and  one-fourth  acres,  and  he  had 
;iiso  considerable  outlying  land.  He  was  a  farmer 
as  appears  by  his  will  and  inventory.  He  died 
March  16,  1683-84,  and  his  wife  on  May  i,  1674 
.'1  iiey  had  five  children :  ( i )  Deacon  William,  born 
•It  sea  June  8,  1639,  died  in  Alay,  1701  ;  he  mar- 
rid  Xov.  4,  1661,  Mary  Stow.  He  removed  i" 
J''7o  to  Saybrook,  Conn.  (2)  Joseph,  sketch  of 
wliom  follows.  (3)  Ruth,  born  April  20,  1645, 
nurricd  June  20,  1664,  John  Whittlesey,  of  Say- 
''f'"'k.     (4)   Deborah,  born  Sept.  20,  1647,  died  in 

<  Kt.ilK.T.  1681.  In  June,  1671,  she  married  Eben- 
<-.'rr  Thompson,  who  died  in  May,  1674.  They  had 
■«■■>  chil.lren — jabez,  bom  Oct.  16,  1672;  and  John, 
'•■m  in  November,  1674.  She  married  for  her  sec^ 
•■«'J  liu4>anfl  Thomas  Scranton,  who  died  Xov.  10 
•  7".  -'tn"!  they  had  two  children — Samuel,  who 
:!i.irrir.l  l%lizalreth  Bishop,  and  Hannah,  who  mar- 
r. -d  J..^epli  Kvarts.  (5)  There  was  another  child, 
■■■  iiii-<-  name  is  not  known. 

(11,1  Jnseph  Dudley,  second  son  of  William  and 


Jane  (Lutman)  Dudley,  was  born  at  Guilford  April 
24,  1643,  'in'J  'J'cd  there  June  3,  1712.     He  married 
Oct.  6,  1670,  Ann  Robinson,  daughter  of  Thomas 
and  Mary  Robinson.  He  was  a  cooper  by  trade,  also 
a  farmer,  and  owned  part  of  a  sawmill  which  he  be- 
queathed to  his  son  Caleb.     He  lived,  probably,  on 
•the  homestead  of  his  father  on  Fair  street.     His  fa- 
ther mentions  him  in  his  will  as  follows :     "I  give 
and  bequeathe  to  my  son  Joseph  Dudley,   all  my 
housings  and  lands  and  rights  of  lands  in  Guilford, 
,etc."     In  1691  he  was  chosen  by  the  town  "for  the 
•making  of  coffins  on  all  occasions  of  death."     At  the 
time  of  his  death  the  inventory  of  land,  distributed 
to  his  six  sons  as  designated  by  his  will,  amounted 
to  £751,  los,  6d.    JMovables,  ii66,  155,  6d.    Joseph 
Dudley  havl  nine  children:      (i)  Joseph,  born  June 
ji,  1671,  died  Feb.  22,  1726.     He  married  July  27, 
1704,    Abigail    Hubbard.     (2)    Benjamin,    twin   of 
Joseph,  died  Feb.  23,  1720;  he  married  Jan.  5,  1703, 
Tabitha  Avered.      (3)   Caleb,  sketch  of  whom  fol- 
lows.     (4)   Joshua,  born  Dec.    17,   1674,  died  Jan. 
29,  1750;  he  married  Oct.  20,  1712,  Sarah  Perry,  of 
Stratford.      (5)    Miles,   born    Dec.    17,    1676,    died 
Aug.  10,   1753;  he  married  Jan.  23,  1706,  Rachel 
Strong,   daughter  of   Thomas   Strong,   of   North- 
ampton, Alass.  She  died  Jan.  4,  1769,  aged  ninetv- 
three.     (6)  William,  born  Oct.  18,  1684,  died  Feb. 
e8,    1 761  ;   he   married   Ruth    Strong,   daughter   of 
Thomas  Strong,  of  Lyme;  she  died  Sept.  18,  1743; 
and   he   married    (second)    Widow    Rebecca    Fisk, 
daughter  of  Joseph  Elliot.     (7)  Anna,  born  in  1687, 
died  April  27,   1687.      (8)    Mary  married  Joseph 
Wright,  of  Colchester,  Conn.      (9)   Mercy  married 
Josiah  Bartlett,  of  Northampton,  Massachusetts. 

(Ill)  Caleb  Dudley,  the  third  son  of  Joseph  and 
■Ann  (Robinson)  Dudley,  was  born  in  Guilford  in 
June,  1673,  and  died  March  20,  1730.  He  married 
June  23,  1700,  Elizabeth  Buck,  of  Wethersfield,  who 
was  born  June  4,  1676,  and  died  April  14,  1738.  She 
\was  a  daughter  of  Emanuel  Buck  and  Mary  ( Kir- 
by),  and  granddaughter  of  John  Kirby,  one  of  the 
iirst  settlers  of  Middletown,  Conn.  Caleb  Dudley 
was  a  farmer,  and  the  first  one  of  the  Dudley  name 
who  made  his  home  on  ''Clapboard  Hill,"  the  neigh- 
borhood afterward  called  "Dudleytown."  His  fa- 
ther, in  his  will,  gave  him  the  portion  of  his  real 
estate  Iving  in  that  vicinity.  Caleb  Dudley  built 
his  house  on  what  is  now  (1902)  the  home-lot  of 
Joseph  E.  Dudley  (the  old  house  stood  a  little  west 
"of  Joseph  E.  Dudley's  present  home).  It  was 
afterward  successively  the  home  of  his  son  Caleb; 
grandson  Nathaniel;  great-grandson  John;  and  the 
birthplace  of  his  great-great-grandchildren  Hooker, 
Elon,  John,  Horace  Dudley  and  Ruth  (Dudley) 
Norton,  the  mother  of  Deacon  J.  W.  Norton.  The 
value  of  (III)  Caleb  Dudley's  estate,  as  inventoried 
after  his  death,  was  £2,108.'  He  had  eight  children, 
seven  sons  and  one  daughter:  (  i  )  Thomas,  born 
April  23,  1701.  died  May  22,  1776;  he  married  June 
II,  1733,  Abigail  Seward,  of  Durham.     (2)  Caleb, 
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sketch  of  whom  follows.     (3)  Ruth,  born  Dec.  28. 
(1704,  died  April    13,    1736;  she  married  Z^Iarch  9. 
1732,  Samuel  Evarts   (Daniel.  Daniel,  John).      (4) 
Daniel,  born  April  3,  1707,  removed  to  Bethlehem, 
Conn.;  he  married  Jan.  20,   1732,  Joanna  Rose,  of 
Branford.      (5)    Josiah,  born   Aug;-.   30,    1709,   died 
Oct.  20,  1755;  married  in  173S  Silence  Dowd.    He 
lived  at  East  Guilford.      ( 6 )   Samuel,  born  Dec.  4. 
171 1,  died  Xov.  10,  17S9.    He  m.arried  May  3.  1738. 
Jane  Talman,  dau,2;hter  of  Dr.  Ebenezer  and  Ann 
(Morrison)    Talman,    and   they   had   but   one   son, 
Samuel,  born  Xov.  27,  1747,  who  died  Dec.  17,  1819. 
he  married   Hannah   Evarts    (  fonathan,   Jonathan, 
James,   James,   John).      Their    only    son    Deacon 
Asher  Dudley,  born  April  2.  1770.  who  died  Oct.  2j. 
1862,  was  the  father  of  Maria  Dudley,  born  April 
30,  1802,  .who  married  Oct.  13,  1819,  Jonathan  Par- 
melee.       Samuel  Dudley    lived    in    (and    probably 
built)    the  old  house  now  occupied  by  his   great- 
great-great-grandson.  Charles  E.  Parmelee,  west  of 
the  residence  of  Herbert  E.  Parmelee,  in  the  Clap- 
board Hill  District.      (  7)  Xoah,  born  Aug.  15,  1716, 
removed  to  Roxbury,  Conn. ;  he  married  May  28, 
1752,  Submit  Talman,  daughter    of    Dr.  Ebenezer 
Talman  (Dr.  Peter,  Peter).      (8)  David,  born  Xov. 
27,  1718,  died  Feb.   17,  1807;  he  married  Feb.  17, 
1742,  Mary  Talman.  daughter  of  Dr.  Ebenezer  Tal- 
man  (Dr.   Peter,  Peter).     They  had  one  son  who 
died  young,  and  five  daughters,  one  of  whom,  Anna, 
born  April  13,  1752,  married  Timothy  Field.     They 
were  the  parents  of  Rev.   David  Dudley  Field,  D. 
D.,  born  ]May  20,  1781. 

(IV)  Caleb  Dudley,  son  of  Caleb  and  Elizabeth 
(Buck)  Dudley,  was  born  in  the  Clapboard  Hill 
District,  Guilford,  X'ov.  20,  1702,  and  died  Oct.  10, 
1793.  He  married  May  31,  1739,  Hannah  Stone, 
daughter  of  Xathaniel  and  Hannah  (Graves)  Stone. 
He  was  a  farmer,  and  lived  upon  the  homestead  of 
his  father.  Caleb  Dudley  had  tive  children,  all  sons. 
The  eldest  died  in  infancy,  and  the  others  settled  near 
their  parents  at  Clapboard  Hill,  (i)  Caleb,  born 
Feb.  24,  1740,  died  in  March,  1740.  (2)  Caleb  (2), 
born  July  24,  1741,  died  Sept.  14,  1802.  (3)  Abra- 
ham, sketch  of  whom  follows.  (4)  Xathaniel,  born 
Oct.  3,  1745.  ched  Feb.  21.  1826:  he  married  March 
12,  1777.  Mary  Hart,  daughter  of  Thomas  and  Con- 
currence (Bartlett)  Hart.  (5)  Amos,  born  Xov. 
3,  1747,  married  Feb.  27,  1771.  Mary  Evarts,  daugh- 
ter of  Eleazer  Evarts  (  Samuel,  Judah,  John).  She 
died  Aug.  23,  1797,  aged  forty-seven,  and  on  July 
15,  1799,  he  married  (  second  1  Deborah  (Johnson), 
widow  of  Elon  Lee.     Oi  this  family 

(V)  Caleb  Dudley  married  X'ov.  28,  1764,  Han- 
nah Evarts,  daughter  of  Eleazer  Evarts  (Samuel, 
Judah,  John).  She  died  Sept.  6,  1765,  aged  twen- 
ty-one, leaving  one  child,  ( i  )  Caleb,  born  -A.ug.  28, 
1765,  who  died  June  30,  1815.  Caleb  Dudley  mar- 
ried (second)  Jan.  18,  17^19,  Anna  Munger,  daugh- 
ter of  Ebenezer,  and  they  had  five  children:  (2) 
Hannah,  born   Oct.   31,    1769,   died   Feb.    17,    1828 


(married  Jan.  13,  1790,  John  Griswold).  (3)  Anna, 
born  yia.y  11,  1773,  died  Aug.  20,  1866  (married 
Amos  Bartlett:  their  daughter  Ruth,  born  April  15, 
1S02,  married  Capt.  George  Bartlett).  (4)  Ruth, 
born  July  19,  1777,  died  June  30,  1S47  (married 
Peter  Talman).  (5)  Abel,  born  Sept.  3,  1781,  diod 
March  11,  1821  (married  Betsey  Minor).  (6)  Hul- 
dah,  born  Oct.  29,  1784,  married  Timothy  Terryl,  of 
Woodbury,  Coimecticut. 

(\')  Abraham  Dudley,  son  of  Caleb  and  Han- 
nah (Stone)  Dudley,  was  born  March  2,  1743,  an'l 
died  July  24,  1818.  He  married  Jan.  28,  1773,  Dc- 
bnrah  Cruttendcn,  daughter  of  Joseph  Cruttendon 
(Joseph,  Abraham,  Alsraham)  and  Lucy  (Spen- 
cer). For  some  years  after  his  marriage  he  lived 
in  the  "Sabbath  Day  House,"  on  the  west  side  of 
Guilford  Green,  near  the  present  home  of  Rev. 
G.  W.  Banks :  but  some  time  between  1785  and 
1790  he  built  and  removed  to  the  house  nearlv  ojj- 
posite  his  father's,  now  the  home  of  his  great- 
grandson,  Charles  A.  Dudley.  He  was  a  farmer 
and  weaver. 

Abraham  Dudley  had  three  children:    (i)  'Likv. 
i  born  August  3,  1775,  died  April  13,  1837:  she  mar- 
ried June  II,  1796,  beacon  Asher  Dudley  (Samuel, 
Samuel,   Caleb,  Joseph,  William).     They  had  two- 
children — Horace,  born  Xov..  10,  1798,  was  drown- 
!  ed  July  9,  1810:  Maria,  born  April  30,  1802.  wlio 
;  died  April  25,   1893,  married  Oct.   13,   1819,  Jona- 
than   Parmelee    (see   sketch   of    Parmelee   family). 
(2)  Deacon  Abraham,  born  Feb.  2,  1779,  died  July 
I   18,  1852.      (3)    Joel,  born  July  13,  1788,  died  Xov'-. 
I   14,  1869.     He  married  Dec.  8,  1814,  Harriet  Gris- 
■wold,    daughter  of    John     Griswold    and    Hannah 
(Dudley)    (Caleb,  Caleb,  Caleb,  Joseph,  William). 
'  She  died  Feb.  26.  1849.  aged  fifty-eight.     They  had 
four   children — Hon.    Lewis    Joel,   born     Xov.    11. 
1815.    graduated    Yale    College    in    1838;    lived    in 
X'orthampton,  Mass.     Henry  X^elson,  born  X'ov.  9. 
1818,    died    Aug.    i,    1894:    he    married    Marvette 
}kIinor.  of  Woodbury,  and  had  two  children,  Kath- 
i  erine    Minor   and    Harriet   Griswold.     Mary,    born 
i   Dec.  29,  1820,  died  July  31,  1892,  unmarried.  Em- 
ily was  born  Sept.  17,  1825. 

(VI)  Deacon  Abraham  Dudley,  the  eldest  son 
of  Abraham  and  Deborah  (Cruttenden)  Dudley, 
was  born  Feb.  2,  1779.  and  died  July  18,  1852.  He 
married  Dec.  8,  1802,  Mary  Bassett,  who  was  bom 
March  10,  1781  (died  June  23,  1863),  daughter 
of  Elisha  Bassett  and  Hannah  (Stone)  (Deacon 
Thomas,  Xathaniel,  Xathaniel,  John),  of  East  Guil- 
ford (now  Madison).  Abraham  Dudley  lived  in 
the  house  built  by  his  father,  at  Clapboard  Hill,  and 
like  him  was  a  weaver  and  farmer.  In  1808  he 
and  his  wife  united  with  the  First  Congregational 
Church,  of  which  he  was  chosen  a  deacon  Aug.  20. 
1827;  this  office  he  held  until  his  death,  almost 
twentv-five  years  later.  Deacon  Abraham  Dudley 
had  three  children:  (i)  Clarissa,  born  Dec.  23, 
1804,  died  Dec.  10.  1873;  she  married  Oct.  22,  1834. 
Joel  Evarts,  son  of  X'athaniel  and  Julia  (Parmelee) 
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I'varts,  of  the  Niitplains  District.  (2)  George, 
vkctcli  of  whom  follow?.  (3)  Eliza,  born  March 
_•    i."nio.  (lied  May  10,  1894.  unmarried. 

(\'1I)  George  Dudley,  only  son  of  Deacon 
M)raliam  and  Mary  (Bassett)  Dudley,  was  born 
N'dv.  30,  1807,  and  died  Dec.  8,  1S69.  He  married 
Mav  3,  1832.  Lucy  Evarts,  who  was  born  May  31, 
\i^y},  daughter  of  Nathaniel  and  Julia  (Parmelee) 
I".v.irts,  of  the  Xutplains  District,  and  died  Jan.  6, 
1SS8.  George  Dudley  lived  in  the  house  with  his 
f.ithcr  till  1840,  when  he  built  and  removed  to  the 
hdiise  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  street,  now  the 
home  of  Eli  T.  Dudley.  He  was  a  member  of  the 
I'lrst  Congregational  Church,  with  which  he  united 
in  1S31,  and  his  wife  in  1827.  He  died  at  the  age 
,.1  sixty-two,  after  a  week's  illness  with  erysipelas, 
which  developed  in  an  injured  limb.  George  Dud- 
Icv  had  six  children ;  (  i )  Lydia  Clarissa,  born 
Se|)t.  9,  1833,  died  Dec.  15.  1889.  unmarried.  (2) 
George  Edwin,  born  Dec.  10.  1836.  died  July  16, 
1847.  He  was  drowned  in  East  river  while  bath- 
'"tJ-  (3)  Lucy  Jennette.  born  Xov.  7,  1839,  died 
I'd).  20,  1842.  (4)  Charles  Ellsworth,  born  Feb. 
II,  1842,  died  April  28,  1844.  (5)  Eliza  Jen- 
nette was  born  Sept.  8.  1845.  (6)  Charles  Abra- 
ham, sketch  of  whom  follows. 

(  \'III)  Cii.\ia.i:.s  Ai;KAir.\M  Dudley,  born  Aug. 
1.4.  1841;,  became  a  farmer  of  the  Clapboard  Hill 
l);-trict,  Gm'lford.  He  married  .\pril  10,  1872. 
I.ticy  E.  Auger,  born  May  26,  1849,  daughter  of 
!l:e  late  Deacon  Phineas  M.  Augur,  of  2kliddle- 
held,  Conn.,  who  married  May  7.  1846,  Lucv  Eliza 
I'armelee,  daughter  of  the  late  Jonathan  Pa'rmeled, 
"f  Guilford  (see  sketch  of  Hon.  Phineas  ^L 
Augur).  Mr.  Dudley  lives  in  the  house  built  by 
liis  great-grandfather,  Abraham  Dudley,  between 
1785  and  iy<jO.  He  is  a  member  of  the  First  Con- 
irregational  Church.  Mr.  and  ^Nlrs.  Dudley  have 
iiail  si.K  children  :  ( i  j  George  Edwin,  born  Julv 
'-•  f873,  died  June  23.  1888:  he  was  drowned  in 
a  vain  attempt  to  save  his  brother.  (2)  Alice  Lucv 
was  Iwrn  June  27,  1875.  (3)  Charles  Parmelee, 
'"■ni  May  19,  1877,  died  June  23,  1888:  he  was 
dmuiied  in  East  river,  while  bathing.  (4)  Susan 
Marilla  was  born  Dec.  11,  1878.  (5)  Arthur 
■  \ugur  was  born  Xov.  4,  1881.  (6)  Ruth  Christine 
'.\a-.  I)orn  Oct.  9.  1891. 

l'.\kMELEE  Family,  (i)  John  Parmelee,  Sr., 
■■'H-  <'f  the  original  settlers  of  Guilford.  Conn.,  and 
•'  -^igner  of  the  Plantation  Covenant,  was  one  of  the 
• -.<T  men  who  came  from  England  in  Rev.  Henrv 
\<M!!ieKrs  company,  in  1639.-^  His  home-lot,  con- 
'■''■ng  of  f,ne  and  one-half  acres,  embraced  the  land 
w  "ccupied  by  the  First  Congregational  Church 
•'!'•>  ilK-  hmldmgs  in  the  rear.  Hannah,  his  first 
■"'■"•.  was  the  mother  of  his  children.  He  married 
'-■■.••■n.li  \\„k,w  Elizabeth  Bradlev.  of  Xew  Ha- 
^.;l.  who  alter  his  <leath  married. 'Mav  22,  1663, 
-;  ■'"  ,■;'■•'"'•  :'f/'i"lford.  John  Parmelee  died  'n 
".,v  iMemer  s  Hi-tory  of  Guilford  gives  the  date 
-■'   Ins  death  as   Xov.  8,   1659,  but  another  record 


says  that  his  will  was  proved  on  that  date].  His 
children  were  probably  all  born  in  England,  and 
dates  of  birth  are  not  known.  The  only  ones  of 
whom  we  find  record  are:  (i)  John,  sketch  of 
whom  follows;  (2)  Hannah,  who  married  Sept.  3, 
1 65 1,  John  Johnson,  of  Xew  Haven,  afterward  of 
Guilford;  and  (3)  Mary,  who  married  Sept.  16, 
1660,  Dennis  Crampton,  and  died  March  16,  1667. 
Widow  Elizabeth  Bradley,  second  wife  of  John 
Parmelee,  Sr.,  was  the  mother  of  Stephen  and 
Xathan  Bradlev,  who  afterwards  settled  in  Guil- 
ford. 

(H)  John  Parmelee.  Jr..  bom  in  England,  son 
of  John  and  Hannah  Parmelee.  came  to  Guilford  in 
1639.  He  had  a  home-lot  on  the  east  side  of  what 
is  now  State  street,  his  house  standing  on  or  near 
the  site  of  the  house  of  the  late  J.  Seymour  Benton. 
He  was  the  "town  drummer,"  sendng  in  that  ca- 
pacity on  "training  days,"  and  from  a  very  early 
period  he  beat  the  drum  to  call  the  people  to  church 
on  Sabbath-da}S,  and  to  summon  them  to  town- 
meetings.  He  died  in  January,  1869.  The  first 
wife  of  John  Parmelee,  Jr..  Rebecca,  died  Sept.  29, 
1651,  leaving  one  son,  Xathaniel,  born  in  1645,  who 
died  in  the  Indian  war ;  he  married  Sarah  French, 
daughter  of  Thomas  French.  John  Parmelee,  Jr., 
married  (second)  in  1651  Widow  Ann  Plane,  who 
died  ^larch  30,  1658.  He  and  his  third  wife,  Han- 
nah, were  married  in  February,  1659  (the  maiden 
names  of  his  first  and  third  wives  do  not  appear  on 
any  Guilford  records).  They  had  nine  children: 
(2)  John,  born  Xov.  25.  1659,  died  March  21.  1725  ; 
he  married  June  29,  1681,  Mary  Mason.  (3) 
Joshua,  born  in  1664,  died  June  7.  1729.  (4) 
Isaac,  sketch  of  whom  follows.  (5)  Hannah,  born 
Xov.  5,  1667,  married  in  Xovember,  1688,  Tappan 
Hill.  (6)  Stephen  was  born  Dec.  6,  i66g.  (7) 
Job,  born  July  31,  1673.  died  March  6,  1765;  he 
married  Elizabeth  Edwards.  (8)  Caleb  was  born 
in  1675.  (9)  Priscilla  was  born  Mav  8,  1678.  (10) 
Joel,  born  in  1679,  died  in  July,  1748;  he  married 
June  30,  1706,  Abigail  AndVews,  and  lived  in 
Durham. 

(Ill)  Isaac  Parmelee,  son  of  John  Parmelee, 
Jr.,  and  his  third  wife,  Hannah,  was  born  in  Guil- 
ford Xov.  21,  1665,  and  died  Jan.  23,  1749.  He 
married  Dec.  30,  1689,  Elizabeth  Hiland  (or  High- 
land), who  was  born  June  18.  1666.  daughter  of 
George  and  Hannah  (  Cruttenden  )  Hiland,  and  died 
Jan.  3,  1746.  They  had  nine  children:  (  i )  Eben- 
ezer,  born  X''ov.  28,  1690,  died  Sept.  27,  1777;  he 
married  July  24,  1718,  Hannah  Cruttenden,  daugh- 
ter of  Abraham  and  Susannah  (Kirby)  Cruttenden. 
(2)  Abraham,  born  May  18,  1692,  died  Sept.  19, 
^75--  (3)  Joseph,  sketch  of  whom  follows.  (4) 
Elizabeth,  born  Jan.  20,  1696.  married  April  8, 
1718,  Xathaniel  Baldwin.  (5)  Sarah,  born  Aug. 
II,  1699,  died  May  6,  1780;  she  married  Oct.  17, 
1720,  Michael  Hill.  (6)  Isaac,  born  May  20,  1702, 
died  July  13,  1752;  he  married  Alay  20,  1725,  Eliza- 
beth   Evarts,    daughter   of     Sergt.    James    Evarts . 
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(Daniel,  John)  and  Anna  (Bow).  (7)  Andrew, 
born  July  20,  1704.  died  Aucj.  7,  1794:  he  married 
Anna  Crampton.  (8)  Rachel,  born  Xov.  18,  1707, 
died  Xov.  9,  1793;.  she  married  June  27,  1739, 
Sanuiel  Evarts,  son  of  Daniel  Evarts  ( Daniel, 
John)  and  Mary  (West).  (9)  Josiah,  born  in  De- 
cember, 1709,  died  in  August,  1739.  ' 

(I\')  Joseph  Parmelee,  son  of  Isaac  and  Eliza- 
beth (Hiland)  Parmelee,  was  born  at  Guilford 
Sept.  14,  1694,  and  died  April  14,  1750.  He  mar- 
ried Sept.  19,  1716,  Abigail  Kimberly,  who  was 
born  Tulv  28,  1696,  daughter  of  Nathaniel  and 
Hannah  (Downs)  Kimberly,  of  West  Haven,  Conn. 
Mrs.  Parmelee  died  Nov.  28,  1763.  They  had  six 
children:  (i)  Abigail,  bom  Jan.  21,  1719.  died  : 
Feb.  8,  1780;  she  married  Caleb  Bishop.  (2) 
Joseph,  born  April  3,  1721,  died  in  July,  1804.  (3) 
William,  sketch  of  whom  follows.  (4)  Elizabeth, 
born  Xov.  21,  1728,  married  Ebenezer  Chittenden. 

(5)  Beulah,  born   Aug.    30,    1732,   died    Sept.    16, 
1818;  she  married  Jan.  3,   1754,  Nathaniel  Elliott. 

(6)  Samuel,  born  July  2~.  1737,  died  Jan.  2.  1807. 
(V)    William    Parmelee,    son    of    Joseph    and 

Abigail  (Kimberly)  Parmelee,  was  born  in  1724, 
and  died  March  13,  1799.  He  united  with  the  First 
Congregational  Church  in  1749.  On  June  6.  1749, 
he  married  ^lary  Rossiter,  and  they  had  five  chil- 
dren:  (i)  Jerusha  was  born  Feb.  2j,  1750.  (2) 
Eunice,  born  March  27,  1751.  married  Ebenezer 
Hopson.  (3)  William,  born  Dec.  12,  1752,  died 
Dec.  31,  1835.  (4)  Nathaniel,  born  Oct.  6.  1754, 
died  Nov.  17,  1828.  (5)  Amos,  bom  Nov.  19, 
1756,  died  Dec.  8,  1820.  William  Parmelee  mar- 
ried (second)  Dec.  17,  1764,  Widow  Hilary  (Kirby) 
Johnson,  daughter  of  John  and  Hannah  (Stow) 
Kirby,  of  Middletown,  Conn.  She  was  born  in 
December,  1727,  and  married  (first)  Nov.  8,  1753, 
Amos  Johnson,  of  Aliddletown,  who  died  in  camp 
at  Lake  George,  in  September,  1758,  while  serving 
in  the  French  and  Indian  war.  She  died  Feb.  13, 
1813.  \\'illiam  Parmelee  and  his  second  wife  had 
three  children:  (i)  Jonathan,  sketch  of  whom  fol- 
lows. (2)  Mary,  bom  March  i,  1767,  died  }i larch 
7,  1854;  she  married  Oct.  8,  17S7,  Thomas  Hart, 
son  of  Thomas  and  Concurrence  (Bartlett)  Hart. 
(3)  Eli,  born  May  28,  1772,  died  Jan.  27,  1805, 
unmarried ;  he  was  a  sailor. 

(YI)  Jonathan  Parmelee,  son  of  William 
Parmelee  by  his  second  marriage,  with  Widow- 
Mary  (Kirl)y)  Johnson,  was  born  in  Guilford  Oct. 
4,  1765,  and  (lied  Dec.  7,  1835,  aged  seventy.  He 
was  a  shoe-maker  by  trade,  and  lived  in  a  house 
which  stood  just  west  of  the  residence  of  Isaac  Kel- 
sey,  on  Boston  street.  He  married  Feb.  15,  1792, 
Elizabeth  Hart,  who  was  bom  July  17,  1765.  daugh- 
ter of  Thomas  and  Concurrence  (Bartlett)  Hart,  of 
,  Guilford,  and  died  Dec.  21,  1846.  The  graves  of 
Jonathan  and  Elizabeth  Parmelee  are  in  one  of  the 
front  lots  of  the  west  or  oldest  part  of  Alderbrook 
cemetery.  They  had  ■^cven  children :  (  i  )  Jerusha, 
born  Sept.  8,  17'>3,  died  Sept.  2,  1795.      (2)  Elisha, 


born  May  21,  1795,  died  Julv  21,  1821  ;  he  married 
Clarissa  B.  Elliot,  daughter  of  Reuben  and  Grace 
(Fairchild)  Elliot.  (3)  Sarah,  born  Feb.  28,  1707- 
died  Oct.  31,  1884;  she  married  (as  third  wife) 
April  30,  1851,  Rev.  Silas  McKeen,  D.  D.,  of  Brad- 
ford, Vt.      (4)  Jonathan,  sketch  of  whom  follows. 

(5)  Mary,  born  Sept.  18,  1801,  died  Aug.  18.  18S2; 
she  married   (as  second  wife)   Charles  E.  Fowler. 

(6)  Charles  S.,  born  Oct.  11,  1804,  was  a  sailor, 
and  was  drowned  at  sea.  (7)  Eli,  born  June 
7,  1808,  died  Aug.  28.  1882:  he  married  Betsey 
Ann  Benton,  who  was  born  Mav  8,  1808,  daughter 
of  Dan  Lindley  and  Betsey  (Seward)  Benton,  and 
died  Nov.  10,  1891. 

(VIF)  Jonathan  Parmelee,  son  of  Jonathan  and 
Elizabeth  (Hart)  Parmelee,  was  born  Sept.  3,  1798. 
and  died  June  18,  1880,  aged  eighty-one  years  and 
nine  months.  He  married  Oct.  13.  1819,  ^laria 
Dudley,  who  was  born  April  30,  1802,  and  died 
April  25,  1893,  being  only  five  days  less  than  ninety- 
one  years  of  age.  She  was  a  daughter  of  Aslier 
Dudley  (Samuel,  Samuel,  Caleb,  Joseph.  William  t 
and  Lucy  (Dudley)  (Abraham,  Caleb,  Caleb,  Jo- 
seph, William).  Tj.ey  lived  together  sixty-one 
vears  and  eight  months.  The  fiftieth  anniversary 
of  their  marriage  (Oct.  13,  1869)  was  celebrated 
by  a  Golden  Wedding,  at  which  nearly  one  hundred 
guests  were  present,  including  all  their  children ; 
all  their  grandchildren,  except  one;  and  a  great- 
grandchild. 

In  his  youth  Jonathan  Parmelee  learned  the 
shoemaker's  trade  with  his  father,  but  after  his  mar- 
riage was  engaged  as  a  farmer,  and  lived  in  tlie 
house  built  by  his  father-in-law,  now  the  home  of 
his  grandson,  Herbert  E.  Parmelee.  In  1821  he- 
and  "his  wife  united  with  the  First  Congregational 
Church,  from  which  they  were  dismissed  in  1843. 
with  those  who  left  to  form  the  Third  Congrega- 
tional Church,  of  which  they  continued  active  mem- 
bers until  their  death.  Two  weeks  after  the  organ- 
ization of  that  church  Jonathan  Parmelee  wa? 
chosen  superintendent  of  the  Sunday-school,  and 
served  faithfully  in  that  relation  for  many  years. 
After  the  marriage  of  his  youngest  son,  Henry  E.. 
he  left  to  him  the  care  of  the  farm  and  removed 
to  the  borough,  where  he  built  a  house  south  of  the 
"Old  Stone  House,"  on  Whitfield  street.  This 
house  was  destroyed  by  fire  in  1898.  There  he  was 
for  manv  years  connected  with  a  fishing  company, 
until  obliged  to  give  up  work  because  of  the  in- 
firmities of  age.  He  was  a  genial,  upright.  Christ- 
ian gentleman,  universally  respected  and  beloved. 
He  died  suddenly,  of  heart  disease,  having  been  in 
the  street  an  hour  or  two  before  his  death. 

Jonathan  and  Maria  (Dudley)  Parmelee  had  a 
familv  of  five  children:  (i)  Horace  Dudley 
Parmelee,  bom  March  22,  1821,  died  Dec.  10,  1901. 
He  married  Oct.  20,  1842,  Clarissa  Chapman 
Seward,  who  was  born  Feb.  24,  1824,  daughter  of 
Samuel  Lee  Seward  (Timothy,  David,  Deacoi7_ 
William,  John,  William)   and  Sarah   (Bartlett),  of 
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Guilford.  Their  children — (a)  Charles  Edward, 
Iwrii  Oct.  28,  1844,  a  fanr.er  of  Guilford,  married 
May  15,  1868,  Ann  E.  Grosvenor,  who  was  horn 
May  15,  1849,  daughter  of  Joseph  and  Ann  (Oak- 
Icv)  Grosvenor:  they  had  one  child.  Erank  Ernest. 
Ixjrn  April  17,  1869.  who  died  May  20.  1870.  (b~) 
William  Henry,  born  Jan.  i.  1858,  a  merchant  of 
South  Norwalk,  married  Dec.  31.  1885,  i\Iary  E. 
Monroe,  who  was  born  Sept.  2.  1857,  daughter  of 
Beverly  and  Elizabeth  (Fowler)  Monroe;  no  chil- 
dren, (c)  George  Head,  born  Sept.  26,  1868,  a 
lawyer  of  Johnstown,  Pa.,  married  April  22,  1891, 
Mary  E.  Bishop,  who  was  born  April  22,  1871, 
daughter  of  William  C.  and  Abigail  L.  (Davis) 
Bishop;  they  have  three  children — Harry  Bishop, 
born  Jan.  23,  1892;  Earle  Lindley,  Jan.  18,  1894; 
and  William  Horace,  Jan.  21,  1897. 

(2)  Mary  ^Maria  Parmelee.  born  May  18.  1823, 
died  Dec.  3'  1887.  She  married  Sept.  11.  1845, 
Alfred  G.  Hull,  who  was  born  ilay  10,  1822.  and 
died  Jan.  31,  1894.  He  was  a  son  of  Joseph  and 
Fanny  (Chittenden)  Hull,  of  Clinton,  Connecticut. 

(3)  Lucy  Eliza  Parmelee.  born  July  15.  1823, 
died  Jan.  4,  1895.  She  married  Alay  7.  1846, 
Phineas  Miller  Augur,  who  was  born  Feb.  8,  1826, 
son  of  Phineas  and  Esther  (Kirby)  Augur,  of  ^lid- 
dlefield,  Connecticut. 

(4)  Sarah   ^larilla   Parmelee.   born    April   30, 

1828,  died  Sept.  9,  1892.  She  married  Dec.  3,  185S 
(as  his  third  wife),  Josiah  Pierson.  son  of  Rev. 
Josiah  Pierson,  of  Bergen,  Xew  York. 

(5)  Henry  Elisha  Parmelee,  born  Jan.  i,  1830, 
died  Sept.  7,  1896.  He  married  May  27,  1851, 
Georgiana  Elvira  Rossiter.  who  was  born  April  21, 

1829,  daughter  of  Theophilus  and  Eliza  A.  (Chit- 
tenden) Rossiter,  of  Xorth  Guilford.  The  former 
traced  his  line  through  William,  Theophilus,  Josiah. 
Dr.  Bryan.  ^Irs.  Eliza  A.  (Chittenden)  Rossiter 
is  descended  from  Amos,  Jared,  ^^'illiam,  William, 
Thomas,  William.  Mr.  and  ]Mrs.  Henry  E.  Parm- 
elee had  three  children  :  •  ( i )  Herbert  Eugene,  born 
Nov.  27,  1853,  farmer  and  sawyer,  married  Oct. 
31,  1888,  Alary  Potter,  of  Xorth  Guilford,  who  was 
born  X'ov.  6,  1862,  daughter  of  Russell  and  Polly 
A.  (Hull)  Potter;  they  have  one  child,  Sarah  El- 
vira, born  Oct.  29,  1889.  (2)  Ella  Louisa,  born 
June  23,  1855,  died  Sept.  12,  1857.  (3)  Edgar  Pi'.^r- 
son,  born  Oct.  16,  1859,  farmer  and  sawyer,  of  Guil- 
ford, married  Oct.  16,  1884,  Helen  Hill,  of  Xorth 
Guilford,  who  was  born  July  17,  1863,  daughter  of 
George  and  Mary  (  Kimberly )  Hill :  thev  have  three 
children  —  Alabel  Alaria.  born  Sept.  30,  1885; 
Ernest  Eugene,  born  March  14,  1890;  and  Ella 
Hill,  born  Jan.  29,  1892. 

Hon.  Phineas  2\L  Augcr  (deceased),  who  in 
his  lifetime  was  prominent  in  agricultural  affairs 
of  the  State,  and  especially  active  in  the  Prohibition 
movement,  being  that  party's  candidate  for  governor 
at  the  last  election  before  his  death,  was  born  Fell. 
8,  1826,  in  the  town  of  Middletown,  Aliddletield  So- 
ciety.   Mr.  Augur  was  in  the  sixth  generation  from 


(I)  Robert  Augur,  his  first  American  ancestor, 
who  came  to  the  Xew  Haven  Colony  from  England. 
He  was  the  son  of  John  and  Ann  Augur,  of  Lon- 
don, England,  and  nephew  (as  shown  by  Nicholas 
Augur's  will)  of  Xicholas  Augur,  a  physician  and 
trader  at  Xew  Haven.  Robert  Augur  was  mar- 
ried Xov.  20,  1673,  to  Mary  Gilbert,  born  June  11. 
1651.  daughter  of  Deputy  Gov.  Matthew  Gilbert. 

(H)  John  Augur,  son  of  Robert,  born  Nov.  16, 
Tri86,  married  July  i,  17 10,  Elizabeth  Bradley, 
daughter  of  Isaac  and  Elizabeth  Bradley,  of  East 
Haven,  Connecticut. 

(HI)  Isaac  Augur,  sou  of  John  and  Elizalx-th 
(Bradley)  Augur,  horn  about  17 18,  died  Jul\'  2;, 
1808.  On  Oct.  25,  1748,  he  married  Eunice  Tyler, 
born  Oct.  6,  1729,  died  Feb.  3,  1812;  she  was  a 
daughter  of  Abraham  and  Eunice  (Arnold)  Tvler, 
of  Haddam,  Conn.  Mr.  and  ]\Irs.  Isaac  Augur  lived 
in  Haddam.  and  had  twelve  children,  six  sons  and 
six  daughters,  all  of  whom  married  and  had  chil- 
dren. One  son,  Felix,  was  the  grandfather  of  the 
late  Gen.  C.  C.  Augur,  of  Washington,  D.  C.  Pros- 
per Augur,  a  sketch  of  whom  follows,  was  the  fourth 
child. 

(IV)  Prosper  Augur,  son  of  Isaac,  born  Jan.  18, 
1756,  married  May  30.  1781,  Thankful  Miller,  born 
Oct.  16,  1755,  died  Sept.  16,  1825.  She  was  a 
daughter  of  Deacon  Giles  JMiller,  of  Middlefield. 
Conn.,  who  was  a  prominent  man  of  that  commun- 
ity, a  descendant  of  Thomas  ililler  ( through  Jo- 
seph), who  came  from  ^Massachusetts  to  Middle- 
town.  Conn.,  soon  after  its  settlement,  and  located  at 
South  Farms.  The  chiklren  of  Prosper  Augur  and 
his  wife  v»-ere :  Elizabeth,  who  married  Comfort 
Johnson ;  Sally,  who  married  Luman  Wetmore ; 
Polly;  and  Phineas.  The  parents  settled  in  Middle- 
field.  Prosper  Augur  was  self-educated,  a  man  of 
sound  mind,  much  stability  of  character,  sterling  in- 
tegrity and  great  usefulness.  He  was  for  many 
vears  a  deacon  in  the  Congregational  Church  of 
Middlefield.    He  died  Dec.  16,  1836. 

(V)  Phineas  Augur,  only  son  of  Prosper,  bom 
Aug.  II,  1788,  settled  in  the  neighborhood  of  his 
father.  On  Oct.  29,  1821,  he  married  Esther  Kirby, 
of  Upper  Houses,  Middletown  ( now  the  town  of 
Cromwell),  who  was  born  June  24,  1790,  and  died 
April  16,  1872.  At  the  age  of  sixteen  years  Mr. 
Augur  commenced  teaching  school ;  at  the  close  of 
his  first  examination,  before  Dr.  David  Dudley  Field, 
of  Haddam,  the  Doctor  quoted  Timothy,  "Let  no 
man  despise  thy  youth."  After  teaching  very  suc- 
cessfully for  several  years  he  died,  X'ov.  18,  1825,  in 
early  manhood.  His  only  child  (posthumous), 
Phineas  Miller,  was  born  Feb.  8,  1826. 

(VI)  Phineas  M.  Augur  received  a  common- 
school  education  and  later  attended  an  academy. 
During  his  early  life  he  was  appointed  surveyor  for 
the  county,  and  later  deputy  surveyor-general  of 
Middlesex  county.  He  made  the  first  survey  and 
maps  of  Middlefield,  with  the  necessary  post  route. 
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which  was  used  successfully  in  Washington.  D.  C, 
in  obtaining-  a  post  office  at  Middlefield,  hv  the  late 
David  Lyman.  When  the  town  of  .Middlefield  was 
set  ofT  from  Middletown.  in  1866,  Mr.  Augur  was 
chosen  assessor,  and  made  out  the  first  assessment 
hst  of  the  town.  At  the  same  time  he  was  chosen 
a  member  of  the  board  of  education,  and  held  the 
place  continually  until  his  death,  which  occurred 
July  14.  1891.  He  served  one  term  on  the  State 
board  of  ctlucation  in  1869.  and  declined  re-election. 
In  1869  he  was  elected  to  tlie  General  Assembly, 
serving  on  the  connnittee  on  Incr^orations.  and 
several  bills  that  he  introduced  now  form  part  of  the 
general  statutes.  When  the  }i[iddlcficld  Farmers' 
Club  was  organized  Mr.  Augur  Ijecame  one  of  its 
leading  liglits.  In  1872  he  was  elected  pomologist 
by  the  State  board  of  agriculture,  and  continued  to 
serve  in  that  capacity  until  his  death ;  he  made  a  col- 
lection of  Connecticut  products  for  the  Centennial 
E.xposition  at  Philadelphia.  Mr.  Augur  was  always 
an  independent  thinker,  anti-slavery  in  old  times. 
He  believed  in  economy  in  government,  and  that 
good  teach.ing  should  be  given  in  the  public  schools 
and  to  children  at  home.  He  was  faithful  to  Tem- 
perance reform,  became  an  ardent  Prohibitionist, 
was  prominent  in  their  gatherings,  and  was  nom- 
inated for  the  highest  office  in  the  State  by  that 
party  at  the  State  convention  some  time  prior  to  his 
death.  He  was  for  more  than  thirtv  years  a  deacon 
in  the  Congregational  Church  of  Middlefield. 

At  the  age  of  twenty  Mr.  Auger  was  married  to 
Aliss  Lucy  Eliza,  daughter  of  the  late  Jonathan 
Parmelee,  of  Guilford.  To  them  came  children  as 
follows:  (I)  Edwin  Prosper,  born  Jan.  31.  1847, 
surveyor  and  civil  engineer  of  the  town  of  Middle- 
town,  Conn.,  was  for  twenty-nine  years,  from  1S72 
to  1901,  city  surveyor  of  Middletown.  On  Mav  20. 
1869.  he  married  Susan  Buell  Case,  who  was  born 
April  16.  1848.  (2)  Lucy  Elizabeth,  born  May  26. 
1849.  married  April  10,  1S72,  Charles  Abraham 
Dudley,  born  Aug.  14.  1849.  of  Guilford  Conn.  C3  ) 
Mary  Eliza,  born  April  27.  1852.  married  Oct.  13, 
1874.  Horace  Francis  Dudley,  born  March  9.  1846. 
of  Guilford.  Conn.  (4)  Alfred  Henrv.  born  Feb.  5, 
1855.  married  May  25.  18S0.  .Anna  Elizabeth  Camp, 
born  Oct.  18.  1855,  daughter  of  Charles  E.  and 
Elizabeth  (Hart)  Camp,  of  Durham.  Conn.  He  has 
been  for  several  years  town  clerk  of  ^Middlefield. 
(5)  Charles  Parmelee.  born  Feb.  17.  1857.  resides 
in  Middlefield  and  is  a  florist,  in  business  with  his 
brother  Alfred.  He  married  Xov.  t8,  18S0.  Ida 
Eulalie  Piradley.  who  was  liorn  March  29,  18^7.  and 
died  April  4.  1901.  She  was  a  daughter  of  Edward 
J.  and  Harriet  (Wilcox)  Bradley,  of  Westfield  So- 
ciety, Middletown. 

LEWELLYX     BEAl'MOXT,     a     prosperous 

farmer  and  stockman  of  the  town  of  Wallingford, 

where  his  industrious  habits  and  upright  character 

:  have  made  him  nianv  friends,  was  born  in  that  town 

I  Nov.    12,    1839:   a   son   of  John   and   Ann    (Tyler) 


Beaumont,  well  and  favorablv  known  in  the  early 
part  of  the  last  century  in  that  locality.  Mr.  Beau- 
mont received  his  education  in  the  district  school, 
and  remained  at  home  helping  with  the  farm  work 
until  the  outbreak  of  the  Civil  war.  The  api>eal  of 
his  country  for  help  in  her  hour  of  need  found  in 
him  a  ready  response,  and  he  enlisted  in  Company 
K.  15th  Conn.  V.  I.,  serving  throughout  the  war, 
and  participating  in  numerous  battles  and  engage- 
ments. He  passed  through  all  the  scenes  and  exper- 
iences of  that  great  struggle  safely,  and  returned 
home  to  resume  the  occupations  of  peaceful  life, 
thankful  that  the  war  had  not  been  in  vain,  and  that 
the  Republic  still  lived.  He  settled  down  to  farm- 
ing on  the  place  where  he  now  lives,  and  has  sev- 
entv  acres  of  good  land  under  cultivation,  the  inter- 
vening vears  having  brought  him  the  prosperity  that 
is  the  reward  of  honest  etTort. 

Mr.  Beaumont  has  never  married,  and  is  a  happy 
and  contented  gentleman,  with  a  genial  spirit.  W'A\ 
read  on  all  questions  of  the  day,  he  is  a  Republican 
with  independent  habits  of  thought.  A  hard-work- 
ing man,  he  practices  the  strictest  economy,  and  has 
a  horror  of  debt.  A  good  all-around  man,  with  in- 
dustrious habits  and  an  honest  spirit,  is  the  judg- 
ment of  all  who  know  him. 

ELIZUR  EDWIX  PRICHARD  (deceased) 
was  born  in  Waterbury.  Xew  Haven  county.  Sept. 
19.  1804.  of  English  descent,  and  was  a  member  of 
one  of  the  oldest  families  in  Xew  England,  the 
genealogv  of  which  may  be  traced  to  the  Old 
World,  as  follows : 

David  Prichard.  father  of  Eiizur,  was  born  in 
Waterbury.  Oct.  24.  1775,  and  died  Dec.  22.  1838. 
David  Prichard,  father  of  David,  was  born  here 
also.  April  7,  1737,  and  died  Dec.  22.  1838.  James 
Prichard.  father  of  David  (i).  was  born  in  Alil- 
ford.  Conn.,  was  there  baptized  in  1698.  and  died 
Sept.  3.  1749.  Benjamin  Prichard,  father  of  James, 
was  born  in  ]\Iilford  Jan.  31,  1657.  and  died  .\pril 
9,  1743.  Roger  Prichard.  father  of  Benjamin,  was 
born  in  England  (perhaps  Wales),  and  lived  in 
Wethersfieki,  Conn.,  in  1640.  in  Springfield  in  1643, 
and  in  :\Iilford  in  1653.  At  the  latter  place  he  mar- 
ried Elizabeth,  daughter  of  James  Prudden.  one  of 
the  original  settlers"  of  Guilford.  He  died  in  Xew 
Haven  Jan.  26.  1670.  All  the  family  were  agricul- 
turists, but  many  of  the  members  also  followed  some 
trade  in  connection  with  farming,  and  all  were  con- 
spicuous as  members  of  the  Church  of  Xew  Eng- 
land. 

James  Prichard,  great-grandfather  of  the  sub- 
ject of  this  sketch,  came  to  \\'aterbury  in  1733.  and 
settled  where  the  old  rink  now  stands,  at  the  cor- 
ner of  Bank  and  Grand  streets.  He  married.^Dec. 
25.  1721.  Elizabeth  Johnson,  who  was  born  in  Strat- 
ford, Conn..  Aug.  28.  1701,  and  died  Dec.  10.  1797, 
the  mother  of  seven  children:  James,  George, 
Elizabeth.  Isaac,  John.  David  and  Hannah.  The 
family  lived  in  the  village  of  Waterbury,  but  the 
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fatlier  conducted  a  farm  on  the  opposite  side  of  the 
river.  He  was  a  man  of  wealth  for  his  time  and 
acquired  much  land.  He  died  in  tiie  "great  sick- 
ness" of  1749. 

David  Prichard,  youngest  son  of  James,  was  a 

farmer,  cabinet-maker,  carpenter  and    joiner.     On 

Dec.  20,   1757,  he  married   Ruth   Smitii,  to  which 

.  marriage  were  born  ten  children,  viz. :     Archibald. 

Ruth.  2\Iariana,  Philo,   Sylvia.   }iIollie,   Mollie    (2), 

David,  Damon  and  Sally.     The  father  of  this  fam- 

A\y  lived  to  be  over  loi  years  of  age.     When  he 

heard   that  his   favorite   son,   David,   had   died,   he 

never  spoke  again.     The  remains  of  both  were  in- 

J:erred  at  one  time. 

David  Prichard,  Jr.,  son  of  David,  married  Xov. 
9-  1797.  Anna  Hitchcock,  a  daughter  of  Benjamin 
Hitchcock.  She  died  Feb.  17,  1S60.  David  Prich- 
ard. Jr.,  was  a  cabinet-maker,  which  business  he 
followed  some  forty  years.  He  was  also  largely  en- 
gaged in  the  manufacture  of  clocks,  in  which  he  did 
an  extensive  trade  in  the  Southern  States  and  Can- 
ada. He  reared  a  family  of  nine  children,  born  in 
Jhe  following  order :  Minerva,  William.  Julius  S., 
Elizur  E.,  Anna,  Sally  H..  David.  Samuel  H.  and 
Charlotte  L.  Of  these.  William  and  Julius  S.  went 
to  C)hio.  David  graduated  from  Yale  ^ledical 
School  in  1832.  practiced  medicine  in  Madison, 
Conn.,  also  in  Ohio  and  Xew  Jersey,  and  was  in 
practice  in  Norwalk.  Conn.,  at  the  time  of  his 
death,  Oct.  30,  1868:  he  was  a  manufacturer  of 
German  silver  spoons  in  Waterbury.  Conn.,  and  the 
first  to  make  them  in  Waterbury :  was  also  asso- 
ciated with  Julius  Hotchkiss.  under  the  firm  name 
of  Hotchkiss  &  Prichard.  in  the  manufacture  of 
%vebbing.  cotton,  etc.,  and  held  other  interests. 

Elizur  E.  Prichard,  the  subject  of  this  biography, 
grew  to  manhood  in  \\'aterbury.  He  married  Bet- 
sey Cooper,  who  was  born  in  Derby,  this  countv, 
Oct.  25,  1805,  a  daughter  of  Asa  and  Hannah 
(Botsford)  Cooper.  The  Botsfords  trace  their 
descent  from  Henry  Botsford.  one  of  the  original 
settlers  of  Alilford.  The  Coopers  were  also  among 
the  original  settlers  of  Xew  Haven.  Mrs.  Prichard 
tracing  her  line  through  John,  John,  John,  Caleb! 
Caleb  and  Asa.  To  Elizur  E.  Prichard  and  his  wife 
were  born  five  children,  as  follows :  Elizabeth  Ann, 
Sarah  J.,  one  that  died  in  infancv  unnamed,  Kath- 
arine A.,  and  Florence  C.  Of  these,  Elizabeth  Ann 
died  in  1854.  The  surviving  daughters  remain  ar 
the  old  home  unmarried. 

Elizur  E.  Prichard  was  about  twenty-four  years 
of  age  when  he  began  to  take  part  in  manufacturing 
in  Waterbury  by  making  iron  and  brass  castings. 
In  1829  he  engaged  in  making  gilt  buttons,  and  in 
1833  in  the  manufacture  of  umbrella,  parasol  and 
rane  trimmings  of  fine  quality,  occasionallv  of  gold. 
He  enjoyed  the  confidence  of  the  solid  men  of  Wa- 
terbury, by  whom  he  was  implicitly  trusted,  and  on 
one  occasion,  when  making  a  trip  to  Boston,  he 
carried  with  him  to  the  bank  in  that  citv  $^0,000, 
to  accommodate  a  Xew  Haven  Bank.     In  1840  he 


erected  a  residence  on  the  corner  of  Bank  and  Grand 
streets,   in   the  center  of   Waterbury.     In    1843   lie 

i   was  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  cloth  buttons. 

I  as  in  that  year  there  was  a  diploma  granted  to  him 
by  the  American  Institute  (of  Xew  York)  for  "su- 
perior specimens  of  silk  buttons."  For  a  number 
of  years  he  was  also  engaged  in  Xorwalk.  Conn., 

,   in  making  door  knobs,  etc.     In  Waterburv  and  in 

:  Xew  Haven,  in  partnership  with  his  brother.  Dr. 
David  Prichard.  he  was  engaged  in  the  manufacture 
of  elastic  webbing ;  from  this  partnership  sprang  the 
American  Suspender  Co. 

In  1852  Mr.  Prichard  retired  from  active  busi- 

I  ness,  but  in  1855  his  interests  in  the  Wolcottville 
knittmg  Co.  obliged  him  to  assume  the  manage- 
ment of  that  business,  which  he  controlled  until  the 
time  of  his  death,  Xov.  29,  i860.  He  was  possessed 
ot  a  spirit  of  tireless  activity,  was  progressive,  pub- 
lic-spirited and  benevolent.'  It  is  believed  that  no 
suppliant  for  aid  ever  appealed  to  him  without  re- 

-  ceiving  instant  and  substantial  relief.  Much  he 
lost  by  lending— in  his  kindness  of  heart— the  use 
of  his  name  to  his  friends  in  their  business  difficul- 
ties, and.  in  fact,  his  kindness  was  his  overpowering 
weakness.  He  never  filled  a  public  office,  but  de^^^ 
voted  his  energies  and  time  to  the  industrial  and 
social  elevation  of  his  fellow  men.  He  died  a  mem- 
ber of  the  First  Church,  in  which  faith  his  widow- 
also  passed  away,  [May  29,  1887. 

HOX.    CHARLES    STODDARD    SPAULD- 
IXG,  prominent  farmer  and  e.x-member  of  the  State 
Legislature  from  Cheshire,  Xew  Haven  countv,  is 
a  native  of  this  State,  bom  in   Xorfolk,  Litchfield 
county.  May  9,  1837,  son  of  Frederick  A.  and  :Mary 
(Goodwin)    Spaulding.      The    father   was   born   in 
Xew  Marlboro,  Mass.,  June  13.  1810.  a  son  of  Aus- 
tin and  Betsey  (Clark)  Spaulding,  the  former  also 
a   native   of  that-  State,   the   latter  of   Conrecticut. 
Austin  Spaulding  lived  and  died  in  -Massachusetts, 
but  at  an  early  age  Frederick,  his  son,  removed  to 
Litchfield  county.  Conn.,  where  he  made  his  home 
with    an    uncle,    and    where    he    followed    farming 
throughout  his  active  business  life.     He  died  there 
Aug.  30,  1892,  and  his  wife,  whom  he  had  married 
in  Litchfield  county,  died  in  Xorfolk  Dec.  8.  1S81. 
In  their  famib-  were  eight  children  of  whom  Charles 
Stoddard  is  the  eldest:  Jane  P.,  Mrs.  Booth,  died  in 
Xew  Marlboro.  Mass..  in  1876:  Marv  A.  is  the  wife 
of  John  A.   Stevens,  of  Atl?.ntic.  Iowa:   Ellen   K., 
widow  of  Byron  J.  Perkins,  lives  in  \\'insted.  Conn. : 
Almira.   wife  of   Erastus    Burr,   lives   in   X^orfolk ; 
.Alice.  ^Irs.  Johnson,  is  a  resident  of  Goshen,  Litch- 
field county;  .-\bbie  K..  Mrs.  Xorton.  died  in  Bris- 
tol. Conn.,  in  i8qo:  and  John  lives  on  the  old  home- 
stead in  Xorfolk. 

Charles  S.  Spauldine  was  reared  in  Litchfield 
countv.  and  was  educated  in  the  schools  of  Xorfolk. 
In  early  life  he  engaged  in  business  as  a  contractor 
and  builder  throughout  his  native  countv.  When 
the  Civil  war  broke  out  he  enlisted  there,  in  1861, 


-   r-;a  .,{    V 


T    ■• ,-  '  I  .- 


■);  I 


-1  ■'  !■;■    .       '.1 


.,!   '\     I 


gz: 


COMMEMORATIVE   BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


in  Company  E,  nth  Conn.  V.  I.,  which  was  assigned 
to  the  9th  Army  Corps,  and  later  to  Gen  Burnside's 
command.  He  participated  in  the  battles  of  New- 
bern,  X.  C,  Roanoke.  Frederick^-burc;-.  Aiuietam. 
South  Mountain,  the  siege  of  Suffolk,  \'a.  (which 
lasted  twenty-three  days),  and  in  various  skirmish- 
es. At  Drury's  Bhiff  Mr.  Spaulding  received  a  gun 
shot  wound,  wliich  confined  liim  to  the  hospital  at 
Richmond.  Va.,  for  six  months.  He  was  honorably 
discharged  at  Annapolis,  Md.,  in  June,  1865,  and 
returned  to  his  home  in  Litchfield  county,  where  he 
continued  to  reside  until  coming  to  Cheshire,  in 
1886.  Here  he  purchased  one  of  the  old  and  valu- 
able farms,  and  has  since  devoted  his  energies  to 
agricultural  pursuits,  with  good  results. 

In  Litchfield  county,  in  1875.  Mr.  Spauldin'g  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Grace  Merrill,  a 
daughter  of  Augustus  and  Adaline  (Wooding) 
Merrill,  all  natives  of  that  county,  as  were  the 
grandparents,  Xorman  and  Annie  (^Iarsh)  IMerrill. 
Her  maternal  grandparents.  Edmund  Anson  and  Lu 
Anna  (Pond)  Wooding,  were  born  in  New  Haven 
and  Hartford  counties,  respectively.  Mr.  Spaulding 
and  his  wife  have  three  children :  Jessie  G..  who 
has  successfully  engaged  in  teaching  school  in  Falls 
Village,  and  is  now  attending  College  in  Holyoke. 
Mass. ;  Annie  M.,  also  a  teacher  of  Xew  Haven 
county :  and  Ethel,  at  home.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Spauld- 
ing are  both  members  of  the  Episcopal  Church. 
Fraternally  he  is  an  honored  member  of  E.  A.  Doc- 
little  Post.'  Xo.  5.  G.  A.  R. :  Temple  Lodge.  Xo.  16, 
A.  F.  &  A.  M. :  and  the  Ancient  Order  of  L'nited 
Workmen.  As  a  Republican  he  takes  an  active  and 
prominent  part  in  political  affairs,  and  his  fellow 
citizens,  recognizing  his  pbib'tv  and  worth,  have 
called  him  to  public  office.  He  has  been  a  member  of 
the  board  of  selectmen  of  Cheshire,  and  in  X'ovem- 
ber,  i8q8.  was  elected  to  the  State  Legislature,  in 
which  l>odv  he  served  in  a  most  creditable  and  ac- 
ceptable manner. 

THOMAS  FRENCH,  an  honored  veteran  of  the 
Civil  war.  and  a  worthv  citizen  of  Town  Plot,  Wa- 
terbury.  was  born  in  Xealsworth.  Gloucestershire. 
England.  Sept.  ti.  1826.  a  son  of  Thomas  and  Anna 
French,  also  natives  of  that  shire,  where  the  former 
worked  as  a  millwright  until  his  emigration  to  the 
United  States  in  1846,  making  the  voyage  on  a  sail- 
ing vessel.  In  7851  he  located  in  Xaugatuck.  Corn., 
where  he  was  first  employed  as  a  carder  in  the  mills, 
and  later  as  a  machinist.  He  was  a  member  of  the 
Church  of  England,  and  died  in  that  faith  in  1861. 
In  his  family  were  nine  children. 

Thomas  French  was  educated  in.  the  schools  of 
his  native  land,  and  was  eighteen  vears  of  age  when 
he  took  passage  on  a  sailing  vessel  at  Liverpool 
bound  for  tiie  X'ew  World.  After  two  months  spent 
upon  the  water  he  landed  in  New  York,  in  June, 
1844,  and  proceeded  at  once  to  South  Hadley,  Mass., 
where  he  was  employed  in  a  woolen  mill  at  Si 5  per 
month  for  one  year.     He  then  went  to  Rockville, 


Tolland  Co.,  Conn.,  where  he  worked  as  a  carder  and 
spinner  in  the  woolen  mills  until  1850,  and  later  was 
employed  in  the  latter  capacity  in  the  woolen  mills 
at  Naugatuck,  New  Haven  county,  until  1854. 
During  the  following  two  years  he  worked  as  a 
farm  hand  at  one  dollar  per  day,  and  then  engaged 
in  the  butcher  business  with  J,  E.  Gunn  and  Samuel 
Osborne,  buying  cattle  in  Canada.  In  1861  JNIfr. 
French  enlisted  in  Company  E,  8th  Conn.  V.  I.,  at" 
Naugatuck,  under  Capt.  Martin  B.  Smith,  and  was 
in  several  engagements,  including  the  battles  of 
Roanoke  and  Newbem,  N.  C.  He  was  discharged 
May  12,  1862,  on  account  of  disability,  and  returned 
to  Naugatuck,  where  he  was  employed  in  the  rubber 
works  until  1872.  He  then  came  to  Town  Plot,  Wa- 
terbury,  and  took  up  his  residence  on  the  Chatficld 
farm,  where  for  the  past  twenty-eight  years  he  lias 
carried  on  general  farming  with  fair  success. 

In  1849,  in  X^ew  York  State,  Mr.  French  was 
united  in  marriage  with  ]\Iiss  ^Martha,  daughter  of 
William  Culverhouse,  and  to  them  was  born  one 
son,  Aaron  W.,  now  a  resident  of  Naugatuck,  who 
married  X^ellie  Primrose,  and  has  two  children, 
Harry  and  William.  Mrs.  French  died  in  Nauga- 
tuck, in  1863,  and  for  his  second  wife  our  subject 
married  Miss  Polly  Ann  Chatfield,  a  native  of 
Southington,  Conn.,  and  a  daughter  of  David  and 
Polly  (Hitchcock)  Chatfield.  By  this  imion  were 
born  four  children,  but  all  died  in  infancy,  Mr. 
French  is  a  member  of  Wadhams  Post,  No.  49.  G. 
A.  R.,  of  Waterbury.  In  religious  connection  'Sir. 
French  holds  membership  with  the  Episcopal 
Church,  while  his  wife  belonged  to  the  Congrega- 
tional Church,  and  in  that  faith  died  June  13,  'IQOI. 
Mr.  French  is  widelv  and  favorably  known,  and  his 
circle  of  friends  in  AVaterbury  is  extensive. 

The  Chatfield  family,  to  which  Mrs  French  be- 
longed, is  one  of  the  oldest  of  X'ew  Haven  county. 
Three  brothers,  Francis,  Thomas  and  George  Chat- 
field, came  to  this  country  from  England  in  1639. 
and  located  in  Guilford,  Conn.,  where  they  engaged 
in  farming.  Francis  died  unmarried  in  1647. 
Thomas  niovcd  to  X'ew  Haven,  where  he  married 
Ann  Higginson,  a  daughter  of  Rev.  X^aness  Hig- 
ginson,  and  later  went  to  Long  Island,  where  he  be- 
came a  magistrate.  George,  the  third  brother,  lo- 
cated in  Killingworth,  Conn.,  where  he  died  Jan. 
9,  1671.  On  Sept.  30,  1651,  he  married  Sarah  Bish- 
op, and  for  his  second  wife  married  Isabelle  Xettle- 
ton,  daughter  of  Samuel  Nettleton.  He  had  three 
children:  John,  born  April  8,  1661  ;  George,  born 
Aug.  18,  1668;  and  Alary,  born  April  20,  1671. 

Lieut.  Daniel  Chatfield,  the  great-grandfather  of 
Mrs.  French,  was  a  native  of  Oxford.  He  spent  the 
greater  part  of  his  life  in  Waterbury.  where  he 
owned  property.  He  was  a  member  of  the  early 
militia,  being  commissioned  second  lieutenant  of  the 
3d  Company  in  March.  1761,  and  later  first  lieuten- 
ant. In  1771  he  removed  to  Derby.  He  joined  the 
Continental  Armv  in  May,  1778,  and  on  Jan.  to, 
1781,  was  com'missioned  captain  of  the  13th  Com- 
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lunv  2nd  Regiment,  serving-  with  distinction 
tliroufrliout  the  Revokitionary  war.  He  married 
I'riuleiice  Baldwin,  who  died  in  March,  1828,  aged 
iiinctv-two  years,  and  he  died  July  11.  1818,  aged 
ciijlity-three.  They  had  four  children  :  Esther,  who 
was  Iwrn  in  1770,  and  died  October  21,  1776;  Dan- 
ii! ;  Reuben  :  and  James. 

Daniel  Chatfield,  son  of  Lieut.  Daniel,  was  a 
fanner  and  land  owner  of  Waterbury,  where  his 
death  occurred.  He  married  Esther  Lonsbury,  who 
(lied  ^^ay  6,  1848,  at  the  age  of  seventy-six  years. 
Their  children  were  :  David,  father  of  Mrs.  French  ; 
Leonard;  Enos ;  Esther:  Polly,  wife  of  J.  N.  Mor- 
ris; and  Anna  Maria,  wife  of  Zenas  Bronson. 

David  Chatfield,  Mrs.  French's  father,  was  born 
Sept.  0.  1794.  and  was  married,  June  5.  1820,  to 
I'ollv  Hitchcock  who  was  born  June  17,  1705,  a 
daughter  of  Caleb  Hitchcock,  of  Southington.  1  hev 
had  five  children:  Jane,  bom  Aue.  22.  1822,  mar- 
ried M.  E.  Judd;  PoUv  Ann,  born  Sept.  5.  1824,  be- 
came Mrs.  French:  Cvrus.  Ix5rn  Mav  16.  1826.  was 
married  in  April.  1848.  to  Philena  Martin,  of  Pros- 
pect, Conn.:  Fidelia,  bom  Feb.  16,  1828:  and  Ema- 
iine,  born  March  3,  1833. 

On  tlie  maternal  side  Mrs.  French  is  descended 
from  Matthias  Hitchcock,  who  came  from  London, 
Entiland,  to  Boston  on  the  bark  "Susan  and  Ellen," 
in  the  spring  of  163^.  His  third  son,  Jolm  Hitch- 
ccKrk.  was  born  in  Xew  Haven,  where  he  grew  to 
manhood,  but  later  became  one  of  the  first  settlers 
of  W'allingford.  He  was  quite  an  extensive  land 
owner  and  farmer,  and  a  prominent  citizen  of  that 
town,  where  he  died  July  6.  1716.  On  Jan.  18,  1670, 
he  married  Abigail  Merriman.  who  was  bnrn  .\pr;l 
18.  1654,  a  daughter  of  Capt.  Nathaniel  ^ferriman, 
one  of  the  first  settlers  of  Wallingford.  After  his 
death,  his  second  wife,  Mary  Hitchcock,  married 
Samuel  Clark.  John  Hitchcock  had  twelve  children. 
The  oldest,  a  daughter,  l)orn  in  Xew  Haven.  Oct.  i, 
1671,  died  in  infancy:  Samuel,  bom  in  1672,  died 
young;  Abigail,  born  April  10,  1674,  married  Jacob 
Johnson;  IMary,  born  Dec.  10,  1676,  married  Ben- 
jamin Beach;  Nathaniel,  born  April  10,  1679,  mar- 
ried Sarah  Jennings:  Margery,  born  Sept.  6,  i68r, 
married  Joseph  Munson :  Elizabeth,  born  .April  8, 
i''>84,  married  Daniel  Lines :  John,  born  Oct.  18, 
i''>85,  married  Marlow  Munson  :  Matthias,  born  May 
26,  1688,  m.arried  Thankful  Andrews;  Hannah,  born 
Jan.  9,  1690,  married  John  Lines;  Damaris,  born 
.Iitly  II,  1693,  married  Sylvanus  Clark;  and  Ben- 
jamin, born  March  24,  i6c/S,  married  Elizabeth 
Ives. 

Capt.  Benjamin  Hitchcock,  just  mentioned,  was 
born  and  reared  in  Wallingford.  and  from  there  re- 
moved to  Cheshire,  Conn.,  where  he  spent  the  re- 
mainder of  his  life,  dying  there  Feb.  12.  1767.  He 
owned  land  in  that  town  and  also  in  Southington, 
Hartford  county.  On  Oct.  i,  1718,  he  married  Eliza- 
heth  Ives,  a  daughter  of  Joseph  and  Esther  Ives. 
She  was  born  Sept.  6.  1700.  and  died  -Aug.  8,  1762. 
They  had  twelve  children  :    Bela.  bom  Oct.  27,  1719, 


married  Sarah  ,\twater ;  Hannah,  born  Sept.  12, 
1721,  was  married,  JNIay  26,  1740,  to  Elnaihan  .\n- 
drews ;  Benjamin,  born  Feb.  23.  1724,  married 
Rhoda  Cook;  Elizabeth,  born  Feb.  22.  1720;  Abigail, 
born  I\lay  10,  1728,  was  married,  Dec.  9,  1747,  to 
Daniel  Bradley;  Samuel,  born  April  i,  1730,  is  men- 
tioned below;  Nathaniel,  born  June  30,  1732,  died 
March  12,  1734;  Enos  was  bom  in  1734;  Joseph, 
born  July  12,  1737,  died  Nov.  i,  1760;  Nathaniel, 
born  in  Sept.,  1739,  was  married,  ^lay  4,  1763,  to 
Lydia  Dutton,  and  died  May  30,  1770;  David,  born 
June  29,  1742,  married  Hannah  Doolittle;  and  Da- 
maris, born  Sept.  3,  1745,  died  Nov.  25,  1756. 

Samuel  Hitchcock,  son  of  Capt.  Benjamin,  was 
born  in  Cheshire,  New  Haven  county,  and  became 
a  resident  of  the  town  of  Southington,  where  he 
owned  and  operated  a  farm.  He  died  May  8,  1798, 
and  his  wife,  Tamar,  died  Dec.  7,  1816,  at  the  age 
of  eighty  years.  They  had  five  children:  Samuel, 
born  Feb.  27,  1757,  married  Mary  Munson  ;  Caleb, 
born  May  17,  1760,  married  Ada  Malory;  Eliza- 
beth, born  Dec.  29,  1763,  married  Lewis  Thorp; 
Tamar,  baptized  in  August,  1765,  married  Thomas 
Covvles ;  and  Esther  was  married  Nov.  11,  1798,  to 
Barnabus  Powers,  and  died  Sept.  20,  1802. 

Caleb  Hitchcock,  a  son  of  Samuel,  and  the  grand- 
father of  Mrs.  French,  was  born  in  Southington, 
and  was  a  sea  captain  throughout  life.  He  [died 
March  17.  1826.  On  Dec.  28.  1784.  he  married  Ada 
Malory,  who  died  Aug.  22.  1808,  and  on  April  10. 
1809,  he  married  Julia  Thorpe,  daughter  of  John 
Thorpe,  of  Southington.  She  died  May  2.  1851. 
The  following  cliildren  were  born  to  Caleb  Hitch- 
cock, (i)  Harmon,  born  Oct.  15,  1785,  was  a 
sailor  in  the  war  of  1812,  during  which  conflict  he 
had  an  ear  cut  ofif  and  was  sent  as  a  captive  to  Eng- 
land. He  died  Sept.  24,  1817.  (2)  Solomon  was 
born  Nov.  24,  1786.  (3)  Ada,  born  May  6,  1788, 
was  married,  Nov.  7,  181 1,  to  Benjamin  Rich,  and 
died  Oct.  25,  1862.  (4)  Esther,  bom  Sept.  4,  1789, 
married  A.  Rupert,  and  died  ]May  21,  i860.  (5) 
Phila,  born  April  17,  1791,  was  married,  Aug.  22, 
1815,  to  Sidney  Brockett,  of  East  Haven,  and  di  ?d 
Oct.  26,  1869.  (6)  Caleb,  bom  Sept.  21,  1793,  went 
to  New  Orleans  as  a  soldier  of  the  war  of  1812,  and 
is  supposed  to  have  died  of  yellow  fever  at  that 
place.  (7)  Polly,  born  June  17,  1795,  married  Da- 
vid Chatfield,  the  father" of  ]ilrs.  French.  (8)  Cy- 
rus, born  July  25,  1798,  was  married,  Aug.  10,  1820. 
to  Elizabeth  Howe,  and  died  March  4,  1826.  (g) 
Huldah,  born  March  26,  1800,  married  Jesse  Mat- 
thews, and  died  Feb.  2.  1875.  {  10)  Leusania.  born 
Feb.  19,  1802,  married  a  Mr.  Seeley.  (11  )  Alvah, 
born  Feb.  15,  1807,  was  married,  March  30,  1828,  to 
Emily  Neal.  (12)  John,  born  Feb.  18,  1810,  died 
Dec.  22,  i8ii.  (13)  Albert,  born  Sept.  24,  1812,. 
completes  the  family. 

JOHN  R.  TYLER,  whose  name  is  familiar  to 
all  who  are  acquainted  with  the  region  known  as 
Stony  Hill,  at  Indian  Neck,  where  he  has  long  been 
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a  fisherman,  was  born  in  Branford  Oct.  27,  1835, 
ami  is  a  son  of  John  and  Eunice  (  Averill )  Tyler. 
John  Tyler,  his  paternal  grandfather,  was  a  Revo- 
lutionary soldier,  and  one  of  the  participants  in  the 
"tea  party"  in  Boston  Harbor,  which  may  be  said  to 
have  ushered  in  the  Revolution.  Daniel  Averill, 
the  maternal  o^randfather  of  Mr.  Tyler,  was  a  sailor, 
and  had  his  home  in  Branford.  John  Tyler  was  a 
joiner  by  trade,  and  lived  and  died  in  Branford. 
To  him  and  his  wife  Eunice  were  born  the  follow- 
ing- named  children :  Betsy,  Hilary,  John  R..  Sam- 
nel  and  William  A. 

John  R.  Tyler  passed  his  boyhood  and  youth  in 
Branford,  where  he  attended  the  public  school,  and 
at  the  age  of  seventeen  years  began  life  for  himself, 
becoming  a  sailor,  and  following  that  vocation  fif- 
teen years.  Leaving  the  ocean  at  the  e.xpiration  of 
that  time,  he  put  in  twelve  \ea.rs  at  the  joiner's 
trade,  and  has  since  followed  the  calling  of  a  fisher- 
man. 

'Sir.  Tyler  has  been  twice  married,  the  first  time 
to  Mary,  daughter  of  Thomas  C.  ]\Iather,  a  descend- 
ant of  Cotton  Mather.  Elmer  S.  Tyler  is  the  only 
living  child  of  this  marriage.  The  second  wife  of 
John  R.  Tyler  was  Emma,  daughter  of  Capt.  John 
and  Desire  F.  (Thompson)  Faren,  of  East  Haven. 
There  were  three  children  born  to  this  union : 
Leonard  P.,  Eugene  and  Lillian  AL  Mr.  Tyler  in 
politics  is  a  Republican.  He  and  his  family  are 
members  of  the  Congregational  Church,  and  they 
are  all  highly  respected  members  of  the  community. 
Our  subject  is  regarded  as  one  of  the  most  upright 
and  trustworthy  citizens  of  the  town. 

MONSOX.  That  branch  of  the  family  of  this 
name  at  New  Haven,  several  members  of  which  are 
yet  actively  engaged  in  business,  among  them  Capt. 
David  C.  and  Charles  Monson.  sons  of  the  late  ven- 
erable William  [Nlonson,  of  Litchfield  and  Morris, 
•Conn.,  and  men  of  prominence  in  business  circles 
and  social  life,  is  one  of  the  oldest  of  Conneceicut's 
families,  its  history  reaching  back  to  the  Colonial 
period,  covering  a  time  of  260  or  more  years. 

The  late  William  Monson,  of  Litchfield  and 
Morris,  was  descended  in  the  seventh  generation 
from  Thomas  ]\Ionson,  who  was  first  known  in 
this  country  as  a  resident  of  Hartford.  Conn.,  in 
1637,  performing  military  service  in  the  Pequot 
war.  Soon  thereafter  he  became  a  resident  of  Xew 
Haven,  wdiere  he  continued  to  live  until  his  death. 
His  birth  occurred  about  1612,  and  his  death  in 
1685.  He  was  a  carpenter  by  trade,  was  of  the 
faith  of  the  Congregational  Church,  and  made  a 
good  citizen.  His  wife's  Christian  name  was  Jo- 
anna, and  she  died  in  1678.  From  this  Thomas 
Monson,  the  settler,  the  late  William  Monson's 
line  of  descent  was  through  Samuel,  Samuel  (2). 
William,   William    (2)    and  William    (3). 

Samuel  Monson,  son  of  Thomas,  the  settler, 
-was  baptized  in  1643.  and  in  1665  married  Martha, 
a   daughter   of    William    and    Alice     (Pritchard) 


]  Bradley.  Mr.  Monson  was  a  tanner  and  also  ma<le 
I  shoes,  and  resided  first  in  Xew  tiaven,  then  in  Wal- 
I  lingford,  and  again  Xew  Haven.  His  death  oc- 
{  curred  in   i(x;3. 

I  Samuel  Monson  {2),  son  of  Samuel,  born  iii 
I  1669,  married  first,  in  1707,  Martha,  and  second. 
1  in  1708.  Mary,  born  in  1674,  the  widow  of  Caleb 
1  Merriman,  and  a  daughter  of  Deacon  Eliasaph 
'  Preston,  and  resided  in  Wallingford,  where  he  had 
served  as  town  clerk.  His  death  occurred  in  1741 
and  that  of  his   widow   in   1755. 

William  Monson,  son  of  Samuel  {2),  was  born 
in  1695,  niarried  Rebecca,  daughter  of  Thomas 
Curtis,  of  Wallingford,  and  resided  in  that  part  of 
that  town  which  is  now  Cheshire.  His  death  oc- 
curred in  1733. 

William  2*Ionson  (2),  son  o'f  William,  was  born 
in  1731.  He  married  in  1753,  Sarah,  born  in  1734, 
a  daughter  of  Isaac  Griggs,  of  Wallingford  and 
resided  in  what  was  then  the  town  of  \\'aterburv, 
but  later,  Wolcott.  Mrs.  Monson  died  in  1806, 
and    her   husband    in    18 15. 

William  Monson  (3),  son  of  William  (2)  was 
born  in  1769,  and  he  married  first,  in  1790,  Olive 
Dayton,  and  second,  in  1835.  Elizabeth  Ford.  He 
resided  in  Plymouth  and  Litchfield,  Conn.,  and 
Meredith,  X.  Y. 

William  Monson  (4),  son  of  William  (3),  and 
the  father  of  David  C.  and  Charles  Monson,  of 
Xew  Haven,  was  born  Jan.  10,  1793,  in  the  town 
of  Plymouth.  Conn.,  and  became  a  currier  and 
tanner,  by  occupation,  residing  in  Litchfield,  in 
that  part  of  the  town  which,  in  1859,  was  set  off 
as  the  town  of  ^ilorris.  His  religious  connections 
were  with  the  Congregational  Church,  and  his  po- 
litical affiliations  with  the  \Miig  and  later  with  the 
Republican  party.  Mr.  }iIonson  was  twice  married, 
first,  Sept.  4,  1815.  to  Alice  Emmons,  who  was  born 
May  3,  1791,  and  died  May  6.  1821.  He  married  sec- 
ond March  19,  1822,  Polly  Benton,  born  in  March, 
1792,  and  died  Sept.  30.  1875.  Mr.  Monson  survived 
until  Aug.  5,  1887.  when  in  the  ninety-sixth  year  of 
his  age.  His  children  were  :  William  H.,  born  Aug. 
I,  1816,  a  tanner,  settled  at  Cheraw.  S.  C,  where 
his  death  occurred  in  1887  (he  served  in  the  Con- 
federate army  as  adjutant  of  the  Home  Guards)  : 
Julius,  born  in  1818,  died  in  1819:  Charles  B..  horn 
in  1821,  died  in  1825:  Phebe  A.,  born  April  5.  1823, 
married  May  8.  1845.  Elias  C.  Woodrutif.  and  re- 
sides in  Westville,  Conn.:  Cornelia  A.,  born  March 
22.  i82v  married  twice,  and  died  in  Hamden.  in 
1877;  Elizabeth  L.,  born  X'ov.  3,  1827,  resided  in 
Westville.  and  died,  unmarried,  at  an  advanced 
age,  in  1895;  David  C,  born  .Aug.  7,  1832:  Charles, 
bom  Feb.  14.  1834,  is  a  merchant  of  X'ew  Haven  ; 
and  Homer  G..  born  April  11.  1837,  is  an  orange 
grower  and  investor,  residing  at  Sanford.  Florida. 
Captain  David  C.  Monson,  son  of  the  late  Will- 
iam ^lonson.  was  born  .\ug.  7.  1832.  in  the  town 
of  Litchfield.  Conn.,  where  his  school  days  and 
youth  were  passed.    Learning  the  trade  and  business 


■:       l,y        l:    f 


'J..     !-• 


jru;:    /-a; 


(!•    ". 


g 


i:- 


}jJ!iyfflH!jW>!>llf|lliy>»l^Jliy>Wi«fa<.f^ 


'J 


i 


i5c-^A-d 


y 


^^^-K-'^-tv*  ^ 


COMMEMORATIVE   BIOGRAPHICAL   RECORD. 


925 


of  tanner  from  liis  father,  he  followed  that  diirinsj 
his  earlier  life.  On  Aug.  4,  1862.  during  the  prog- 
ress of  the  Civil  war,  in  response  to  the  call  ot 
President  Lincoln  for  300,000  men,  in  July  of  that 
year,  Mr.  INIonson  enlisted,  as  a  private,  in  Com- 
pany C,  19th  Conn.  V.  I.,  which  later  became  Com- 
pany C,  2d  Conn.  Heavy  Artillery.  The  engage- 
ments in  which  this  regiment  participated  were : 
Spottsyivania,  \'a.,  May  22  to  24.  1864;  Talopoto- 
my,  Va.,  May  28,  1864;  Cold  Harbor.  Va.,  June  i. 
1864;  Petersburg,  \'a.,  June  20  to  26,  1864;  Win- 
chester, Va.,  Sept.  19,  1864;  Fisher's  Hill.  Va., 
Sept.  22,  1864;  Cedar  Creek,  Va..  Oct.  19,  1864; 
Hatcher's  Run,  Ya...  Feb.  6.  1865 :  Petersburg,  \'h.. 
March  25  and  April  2,  1865 ;  and  Little  Sailor's 
Creek,  Va.,  April  6.  1865.  Captain  Monson  shared 
the  fortunes  of  his  regiment  from  start  to  finish,  and 
returned  to  his  home  with  an  honorable  war  record, 
being  promoted  from  sergeant  on  Dec.  26,  1864, 
to  second  lieutenant,  and  April  18,  1865,  to  first 
lieutenant  of  his  company,  and  was  mustered  out 
with  his  regiment  Aug.  18,  1865. 

Captain  Monson  has  resided  in  Litchfield.  Mor- 
ris, Wolcottville.  now  Torrington.  and  ^^'estville, 
and  for  many  years  was  foreman  in  the  Diamond 
Match  Co.,  of  Westville.  His  political  affiliations 
have  been  with  the  Republican  party,  in  which  he 
has  been  active  and  influential.  Since  a  resident 
of  Westville  he  has  served  as  constable,  fence  viewei 
and  registrar  of  the  Thirteenth  ward,  and  is  an 
enterprising  and  public-spirited  citizen  and  com- 
mands the  respect  of  his  fellow  townsmen. 

C)n  April  27,  1856,  Capt.  ^^lonson  was  married 
to  Sarah  .\.  Holcomb,  of  Torrington,  Conn.,  born 
Nov.  2,  1837,  and  to  this  union  have  come  children 
as  follows:  Alice  Elizabeth,  born  March  13,  1859, 
in  Morris.  Conn.,  married  Homer  L.  Cooper,  for- 
merly of  Westville.  now  of  New  Haven,  and  they 
have  had  four  children,  Gertrude  and  Roland  sur- 
viving; Mary  Eliza,  born  Nov.  18.  i860,  in  Milords, 
Conn.,  is  a  resident  of  Westville:  William  Holcomb, 
who  died  in  January,  1899.  was  born  Dec.  10,  1862, 
in^ Torrington,  Conn.,  married  Oct.  2^.  1889.  Annie 
W'right  Page,  and  had  three  children,  Marjone 
Fuller,  Ruth  and  Marv ;  and  Cliliford  Benton,  born 
Nov.  13,  1875,  in  N'ew  Haven,  died  Feb.  6.  1892. 
Capt.  and  Mrs.  Monson  are  members  of  the  Con- 
gregational Church. 

When  the  town  of  Morris  was  set  off  from  Litch- 
field, Capt.  Monson  went  to  Hartford  to  represent 
liis  section  of  the  town  before  the  committee 
for  this  purpose.  His  fraternal  connections  are 
with  the  Masonic  order,  Olive  Branch,  Xo.  55, 
havmg  entered  in  i860,  through  Seneca  Lodge, 
in  Torrington :  American  Mechanics ;  and  Ad- 
miral Foote  Past,  G.  A.  R.,  of  which  he  is 
past  commander.  His  connection  with  the  Diamond 
Match  Co.  ended  when  it  went  into  a  trust,  in  1895. 
In  1897  he  was  made  postmaster  of  Westville,  and 
when  this  office  was  consolidated  with  the  New 
Haven  office,  he  was  made  superintendent,  and  as 


such  has  since  efficiently  served  the  Government. 
His  home  on  Central  Avenue,  Westville,  Conn.,  was 
erected  by  himself,  and  there  he  is  passing  his  de- 
clining years  in  peace  and  comfort,  surrounded  by 
many    friends. 

WILLL\M  X.  HOL'GHTALIXG,  builder  of 
concrete  walks  and  floors,  .A.nsonia,  is  a  native  of 
Xew  York  State,  born  Jan.  22,  1838,  at  Sandlake, 
Rensselaer  county. 

Tunis  Houghtaling,  his  great-grandfather,  a 
farmer  by  occupation,  was  born  in  Holland,  whence 
he  came  to  this  country,  settling  near  Sandlake,  N. 
v..  where  he  .died  at  the  age  of  eighty  years,' the 
father  of  ten  children.  His  son  Christopher  Hought- 
aling, grandfather  of  William  X.,  was  born  at  Coey- 
mans,  X.  Y.,  and  passed  his  entire  life  on  a  farm 
there,  dying  when  seventy-eight  years  old.  He  mar- 
ried Xancy  Mixter.  who  died  at  the  age  of  fifty-six, 
the  mother  of  a  large  familv. 

William  M.  Houghtaling,  the  father  of  William 
X'.,  was  born  at  Sandlake  in  1813,  and  received  his 
education  at  the  common  schools.  After  following 
agricultural  pursuits  for  some  years  at  the  place  of 
his  birth  he  removed  to  Canaan',  X.  Y.,  then,  after  a- 
couple  of  years,  making  his  home  in  West  Stock- 
bridge,  Mass.,  later,  for  six  years,  in  Lenox,  3.1ass. 
I-ollowing  this  he  resided  'in  Xorth  Adams  two 
years;  Colerain  ten  years;  Windsor.  Vt..  for  a  time; 
finally  in  Holyoke,  Mass.,  where  he  died  at  the  age 
of  eighty-one  years.  He  married  Cynthia  P.  Gard- 
ner, of  Stephentown,  X.  Y.  (one  of  ten  children 
born  to  her  parents),  and  they  had  ten- children,  six 
of  whom  survive:  William' X''.,  IMartha.  Christo- 
pher, Charles,  George  and  David,  all  living  in  Holy- 
oke except  William  X.,  in  Ansonia,  and  Charle's, 
in  Seymour.  The  mother,  bom  April  13,  1813,  is 
yet  living,  at  the  patriarchal  age  of  eighty-nine. 

William  X\  Houghtaling.  our  subject,  received  a 
liberal  education  at  the  public  schools,  and  remained 
under  the  parental  roof  until  he  was  twentv-two 
years  old,  at  which  time  he  went  to  Goshen,  :Mass., 
thence  to  Colerain.  From  there  he  proceeded  to 
Shelbume  Falls,  where  he  engaged  as  a  mechanic, 
in  1866  removing  to  Seymour,  Conn.,  being  there 
employed  as  a  bit  and  auger  maker  up  to  1884,  when 
he  commenced  the  business  of  making  concrete 
\v^alks,and  floors.  He  remained  in  Seymour  until' 
Xovember.  1891,  in  that  year  coming  to  Ansonia, 
where  he  has  since  remained,  his  house  and  office 
being  at  X'o.  33  Pleasant  street.  He  is  the  only  one 
in  his  special  line  in  the  city,  and  does  a  large 
amount  of  work,  employing  a  considerable  number 
of  men.  What  he  does  is  of  the  finest  quality,  and 
he  has  achieved  an  enviable  reputation,  not  only  as 
a  thorough  master  of  his  business,  but  also  as  a  citi- 
zen of  the  communitv.  in  which  he  is  highlv  respect- 
ed by  all  who  know  him.  In  politics  he  is  independ- 
ent. 

In  i860  William  X^.  Houehtaline  married  'Mi-;s 
Lucy  L.  Loomis,  who  was  born  Feb.  3,  1841,  in- 
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Goshen,  Mass.,  a  daughter  of  Almon  B.  Loomis,  a 
native  of  Becket,  iNlass.,  and  a  granddaughter  of 
Calvin  Loomis,  who  was  born  in  bpringtielcl,  .\iass., 
Dec.  13,  1779.  Her  great-grandfather,  Jonathan 
Loomis,  first  saw  the  hght  in  Feeding  Hills,  Mass., 
where  he  followed  farming  during  his  early  life, 
then  removed  to  Becket,  Mass. ;  he  died  at  the  age 
of  ninety  years.  He  served  in  the  war  of  the  Revo- 
lution. 

Calvin  Loomis  left  Becket  when  a  young  man, 
and  journeyed  to  what  is  now  Painesville,  Ohio,  but 
which  was  then  a  part  of  the  great  unknown  West. 
After  seven  years  he  returned  to  Becket,  and  on 
July  10,  1810,  he  married  Anna  Freeland,  daughter 
of  Joseph  and  .Mollie  (Mann)  Freeland,  of  Bland- 
ford,  ]\lass.  -She  died  Jan.  7,  1876,  at-the  age  of 
ninety-five,  after  sixty-six  years  of  happy  wedded 
life.  Mr.  Loomis  survived  until  Dec.  14,  1878,  when 
he  passed  away  at  the  advanced  age  of  ninety-nine 
years.  He  could  well  remember  his  great-grand- 
mother, at  the  great  age  of  103  years,  as  she  laid 
her  hands  in  blessings  on  his  head.  Six  children 
blessed  the  union  of  Calvin  and  Anna  Loomis,  of 
whom  Almon  B.  was  the  third  son,  and  was  of  the 
sixth  generation  in  descent  from  Joseph  Loomis, 
who  came  from  Braintree,  England,  in  1638,  and 
settled  in  Windsor,  Conn.,  in  1639;  he  was  born 
about  1590,  and  died  in  1658. 

Almon  B.  Loomis,  father  of  Mrs.  William 
Houghtaling,  was  born  Dec.  11,  1816.  and  passed 
his  early  years  in  Becket.  Mass.,  later  removing  to 
Washington,  Mass.,  then  living  in  Peru,  Windsor 
and  Savoy,  Mass.,  each  for  a  short  time,  and  finally 
settling  in  Goshen,  Mass. ;  he  purchased  the  old 
homestead,  conducting  same,  also  quarrying  the 
finest  flagstone  in  ^Lissachusetts,  until  retiring  from 
active  life ;  he  has  since  made  his  home  with  our 
subject.  He  married  Hester  Willcutt.  a  daughter  of 
Rev.  William  Willcutt,  a  minister  of  some  renown, 
who  was  born  in  1796,  and  died  at  the  age  of  sev- 
enty-three years.  Rev.  William  \\'illcutt  was  a  son 
of  Zebulon  and  ^fercy  (Litchfield)  Willcutt,  the 
former  a  soldier  of  the  Revolution,  who  received  a 
life  pension  ;  he  died  at  the  age  of  ninety-six  years. 
Rev.  William  Willcutt's  wife.  Betsy  (Daniels),  was 
bom  in  Plainfield.  Mass.,  Mav  i,  1796.  and  died 
Nov.  3,  1875,  aged  seventy-nine  years  and  six  ! 
months.  She  was  one  of  eic-ht  children,  and  had  a 
family  of  eight  children.  Her  mother  died  at  the 
age  of  eightv-nine.  Mrs.  Houghtaling's  parents 
reared  a  family  of  four  children,  two  of  whom  are  , 
yet  living,  viz. :  Mrs.  Houghtaling  and  Mrs.  Addi- 
son D.  Blanchard.  the  latter  residing  in  Goshen.  ; 
The  mother  died  Dec.  14.  1803.  3t  the  aee  of  sev-  1 
enty-four  years,  ^^r.  Loomis  is  a  Republican  in  pol- 
itics, and  a  man  of  rare  intelligence,  now  eighty-five 
years  of  age. 

To  Mr.  and  ^fr^.  Houghtaling:  have  been  born 
three  children,  a  brief  r'^':ord  of  whom  follows:  (i) 
Lucy,  born  Mav  J4-  ^^'''2.  died  at  the  age  of  two 
years.     (2)  Idella  G.,  born  Aug.  7,  1869,  died  April 


27.  1899;  she  married  Henry  W.  Phelps,  a  mason 
by  trade,  at  present  working  for  Mr.  Houghtaling. 
(3)  Lilhan  L.,  born  Feb.  3,  1872,  was  educated  m 
the  Seymour  schools,  and  later  commenced  the  study 
of  medicine,  I'.ut  on  account  of  in  health  naU  10 
abandon  it.  ^Vhen  the  eldest  daughter  Lucy  was 
born  she  had  living  four  grandparents  and  five  great- 
grandparents — a  most  unusual  record. 

In  January,  lyoo,  Mr.  Houghtaling  purchased 
land  at  No.  10  Arcii  street.  West  Ansonia.  His 
daughter  Lillian  at  once  designed  and  drew  plans  for 
a  fine  residence,  which  was  built  accordingly,  and  in 
November  the  place  was  ready  for  occupancy,  and 
is  now  the  family  home.  The  house  is  well  elevated, 
large  and  well  lighted,  and  is  furnished  witli  all 
modern  improvements,  including  gas  and  electric 
lights. 

CHARLES  H.  PULFORD,  M.  D.,  so  widely 
and  favorably  known  in  the  town  of  Seymour,  is  a 
man  of  sterling  quality  and  broad,  sound  education, 
which  he  has  manifested  most  liberally  in  his  life 
and  work.  He  was  bom  in  Stafford  Springs, 
Conn.,  Dec.  18,  1859,  and  spent  his  early  life  under 
the  guidance  of  his  father,  obtaining  his  primary 
education  in  the  public  schools  of  Connecticut.  Later 
he  took  the  Collegiate  Institute  Course  at  Hacketts- 
town,  N.  J.,  and  then  went  to  New  York  City  to 
enter  the  college  at  the  corner  of  23d  Street  and 
Third  Avenue,  and  in  1S88  he  was  graduated  from 
the  Hahnemann  ]\Iedical  College  of  Chicago.  He 
practiced  with  his  father  until  the  latter's  death, 
after  which  he  continued  in  general  practice  by  him- 
self, continuing  to  occupy  the  same  office.  Dr.  Pul- 
ford  is  the  oldest  practitioner  in  the  town,  and  has 
a  large  clientele  both  in  this  and  surrounding 
towns. 

A  glance  into  the  ancestral  life  and  history  of 
our  subject  may  here  be  of  interest.  His  grand- 
father, William  C.  Pulford,  was  born  in  Leeds, 
England,  and  there  he  spent  his  life.  He  married  a 
Aliss  Bannister,  who  was  also  of  English  birth  and 
lived  to  the  age  of  sixty  years.  Six  children  were 
born  to  them ;  one  resides  in  Delaware,  Ohio ;  one 
in  Bradford,  England ;  Elizabeth  and  Charlotte, 
both,  married,  reside  in  Worcester,  Mass.,  and  two 
are  deceased. 

Frederick  W.  Pulford,  the  father  of  our  subject, 
and  the  oldest  son  of  William  C,  was  also  born  in 
Leeds,  England,  where  he  lived  until  twelve  years 
of  age,  when  he  sailed  for  this  country,  taking  up 
his  abode  in  Ohio.  Flis  early  education  was  that 
afforded  by  the  public  schools.  He  was  engaged 
in  the  woolen  business  until  1865,  in  which  year 
he  began  the  study  of  medicine.  He  commenced 
practicing  in  Royalston,  Mass.,  continuing  there 
until  1876,  when  he  removed  to  .Seymour,  where  he 
resided  until  his  demise  in  June,  1803,  at  the  age 
of  sixty-six  years.  He  was  the  oldest  practitioner 
in  the  town  and  had  a  larger  practice  than  any  other 
physician  there.     In  politics  he  was  a  Republican. 
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I'raternally  he  was  a  member  of  Morning  Star 
Lodge,  F.  &  A.  M.,  of  Seymour,  and  professionally, 
belonged  to  the  State  Aledical  Society.  He  married 
Sarah  A.,  daughter  of  Chester  Leonard,  a  lumber 
ilealer  of  Dunkirk,  who  lost  his  life  on  Lake  Erie. 
Two  daughters  and  seven  sons  were  born  to  them 
of  whom  the  following  are  now  living:  (i)  Rufus 
A.,  superintendent  of  a  department  of  the  Scoville 
Mfg.  Co.,  resides  in  Waterbury;  (2)  Charles  H. 
is  our  subject;  (3)  W'illiam  E.  resides  in  Prospect, 
Conn. ;  (4)  Arabella  E.  married  Andrew  J.  Allies,  ] 
of  the  firm  of  Baldwin  &  Miles,  meat  dealers.  Dr.  j 
and  Mrs.  Frederick  W.  Pulford  were  both  members  i 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  They  possessed 
considerable  musical  talent  and  ability,  and  were 
active  in  all  local  musical  entertainments.  In  addi- 
tion to  his  vocal  accomplishments  Dr.  Pulford  was 
a  violinist  and  cornetist  and  played  in  a  band  and 
orchestra  at  one  time.  IMrs.  Pulford  died  in  1892, 
aged  sixty-three  years. 

Born  and  reared  in  an  environment  of  culture 
and  refinement,  the  early  inclinations  of  Dr.  Charles 
H.  Pulford  received  that  recognition  and  training 
which  developed  the  ability  displayed  in  his  daily 
life.     He  has  lived  very  largely  ?mong  the  people, 
and   is   deservedly  popular.       As   a   vocalist  he  is 
active   in   all   musical   entertainments,   and   he   also 
plays  the  piano.    His  religious  views  are  liberal.    In 
his  fraternal  relations,  he  is  identified  with  Morning  j 
Star  Lodge,  No.  47,  F.  &  A.  M.,  of  which  he  is  the  | 
musical  director ;  and  he  also  belongs  to  Evening   J 
Star    Lodge,    R.    A.    !\L     Professionally,    he    is    a  ' 
member  of  the  State  }Jedical  Society.     In  politics 
he  is  a  Republican.     His  office  and  residence  is  at   1 
No.   26   ]Maple   Street. 

JUDGE  ALEXAXDER  DAXA  McLEAX  is  a  ' 
worthy  and  notable  descendant  of  the  McLean  fam- 
ily of  Wallingford,  one  of  the  most  respectable  and 
noted  names  in  Xew  England  history.  1 

Dr.  N^eil  McLean,  the  first  of  the  family  in  I 
America,  was  born  in  the  Island  of  Coll.  in  Scot-  ! 
land,  about  1702,  and,  according  to  tradition,  came  i 
to  this  country  in  1736,  with  the  celebrated  Dr. 
Morrison,  with  whom  he  was  associated  in  several 
difficult  cases.  On  Jan.  5,  1737,  he  settled  in  Hart- 
ford, Conn.,  where  he  was  highly  esteemed 
as  a  successful  physician  and  as  a  man  of  much  in- 
telligence and  of  high  charactef.  He  had  a  beau- 
tiful country  seat  at  Bloomfield.  Conn.,  which  was 
approached  through  an  avenue  of  white  pine  trees, 
but  these  trees  were  cut  down  soon  after  his  death 
because  "they  shaded  the  soil."  Dr.  McLean  died 
in  Hartford,  Tan.  15,  1784,  while  on  a  visit  to  his 
friend.  Dr.  X'ichols.  He  had  been  twice  married. 
His  first  wife,  whom  he  wedded  in  Hartford,  was 
Mrs.  Hannah  (Stillman)  Cad  will,  daughter  of  Geo. 
Stillman,  who  came  from  London,  England,  about 
1680,  and  married  Rebecca,  uaughter  of  Lieut. 
Philip  Smith,  and  granddaughter  of  X'athaniel 
Foote,  of  Wethersfield,  Conn.     ;Mrs.  McLean  was 


the  great  aunt  of  General  Warren  and  James  Otis, 
of  Revolutionary  fame.  She  died  April  22,  1755,  at 
the  age  of  fifty-two  years.  In  1757  Dr.  McLean 
married  Mrs.  Knowles,  who  died  in  17^56.  By  his 
first  marriage  Dr.  AIcLean  became  the  father  of  the 
following  children:  Allen,  baptized  Oct.  2,  1737, 
died  Sept.  19,  1741  ;  Lachlan,  born  Xov.  4,  1739, 
marrid  Sarah  Humphrey,  and  lived  in  White- 
stone,  N.  Y.,  until  his  death  Sept.  19,  1813;  Allen 
(2),  born  Dec.  13,  1741,  graduated  at  Yale  College 
in  1762,  became  a  physician,  and  died  in  March, 
1829  (he  married  Marv  Sloan,  of  New  Haven); 
John,  baptized  Jan.  29,  1744,  is  mentioned  below; 
X'eil,  born  Feb.  9,  1746,  died  in  August,  1793;  and 
Catherine,  baptized  Sept.  23,  1748. 

John  McLean,  fourth  in  the  family  of  Dr.  Mc- 
Lean, became  a  farmer  in  Windsor,  Conn.,,  where 
he  spent  his  life,  dying  Sept.  2,  1822.  Sarah 
Goodwin,  his  wife,  was  a  daughter  of  Daniel  Good- 
win, of  one  of  the  best-known  families  of  Hartford, 
and  died  May  5,  1817,  at  the  age  of  seventy  years. 
She  was  a  woman  of  good  character,  kind  heart  and 
ardent  piety.  To  John  McLean  and  his  wife  Sarah 
were  born  the  following  children:  (i)  Dolly  Good- 
win, born  INIay  18,  1771,  married  William  Willis- 
ton,  of  Sufiield,  and  died  May  i,  1861.  (2)  John, 
born  in  1776,  was  a  sailor,  and  died  in  1805.  (3) 
James,  born  May  6,  1779,  was  a  sea  captain,  and 
was  one  of  the  impressed  seamen  that  caused  the 
war  with  England  in  1S12,  and  spent  seventeen 
years  on  board  a  British  man  of  war ;  he  died  Jan. 
2«  1865,  at  Sailors  Snug  Harbor,  Staten  Island.  (4) 
Harry  is  mentioned  farther  on.  (  ^)  Sally,  born  in 
1784,  married  Edward  Vining,  of  Simsbury,  and 
died  in  1815.  (6)  Betsy,  born  Aug.  9,  1787,  died 
Nov.   15,  1810. 

Harry  AIcLean,  the  father  of  Judge  McLean, 
was  born  in  W'indsor,  which  is  now  the  town  of 
Bloomfield,  April  30,  1782,  and  died  in  1844,  and 
his  remains  were  buried  in  the  old  Bloomfield  ceme- 
tery. He  was  a  farmer  by  occupation.  :ind  was  one 
of  the  best  kmown  men  of  Bloomfield.  A  stanch 
Democrat,  he  worked  hard  for  the  party,  and  was 
a  man  of  influence  in  political  matters,  and  served 
as  selectman  many  years.  He  attended  the  Epis- 
copal Church,  and  was  a  good  Christian  man  and 
upright  citizen.  On  Dec.  22.  i8o7,  Mr.  McLean 
married  Miss  Susanna  Gillette,  a  daughter  of  Jona- 
than Gillette,  of  Windsor.  This  union  was  blessed 
with  eight  children:  (i)  Betsy,  born  April  25, 
1810,  married  Eliezur  Latimer,  and  removed  to 
Ohio,  where  she  died  Oct.  15,  1886.  (2)  Polly, 
born  April  30,  1812,  died  May  10,  1817.  (3) 
Henry,  born  April  17,  1814,  died  May  25,  1815. 
(4)  Henry  (2),  born  May  26.  1816,  married  Jan. 
9,  1846,  Abigail  Allyn,  and  died  Oct.  26,  1863.  (5) 
John,  born  April  25,  18 18,  married  Elizabeth  Allyn 
in  1842,  and  died  Feb.  16,  1897.  (6)  Daniel  Good- 
win, born  Sept.  3,  1820,  married  Maria  Dana,  of 
Wilkesbari-e.  Penn.,  and  removed  to  Enterprise, 
Fla.,  where  he  died  March  30,  1895.      (7)  Susanna 
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married   Watson   Dewey,   of   Granby.   and   died   in 
1854.      (8)  Alexander  Dana,  born  2\iay  24,  1829. 

Alexander  Dana  ^IcLean  was  still  young  when 
he  lost  his  father.     He  had  his  education  at  the  pub- 
lic schools,  the  Connecticut  Institute  at  Suffield.  and 
at  a  private  school  in  Bloomficld.     Growing  up  on 
the  farm,  he  took  up  the  study  of  surveying  and 
civil  engineering,   and  engaged   in  the  practice  of 
that  calling  in  his  native  town,  and  was  also  a  car- 
penter.    He   remained   in   the   town   of   Bloomfield 
until  1869,  when  he  went  to  Edgerton,  Wis.,  and  en- 
gaged in  tobacco  culture  and  general  farming  for 
nine  years.     He  took  up  the  study  and  practice  of 
law,  becoming  quite  successful,  and  was  judge  of 
the  city  court  of  Edgerton  four  terms,  and  justice 
of  the  peace,  filling  other  offices  as  well.     In  187S 
he  removed  to  Chester,  Virginia,  where  he  carried 
on  extensive  building  operations,  the  Presbyterian 
church   of   that    place   being   one    of   his   principal 
constructions.     He   was   one   of   the   organizers   of 
this  church,  and  became  an  elder.    After  spending 
four  years  in  that  country  he  returned  to  ^Valling- 
ford,  Conn.,  settling  at  North  Farms,  and  engaging 
in  tobacco  and  general  farming  for  six  years ;  and 
while  he  has  been  in  the  tobacco  business  for  twen- 
ty-five years,  he  never  uses  the  article  in  any  form. 
In    1887    he    removed    to    Wallingford,    where    he 
settled  in  the  city,  and  followed  his  profession  as 
surveyor,    for    four   years    being   surveyor   for   the 
borough  of  Wallingford.     For  a  number  of  years 
his  wife  was  engaged  in  the  florist  business,  and 
this  business  has  grown  so  much  that  it  now  talres 
the  most  of  Mr.  McLean's  time  rs  well.     He  is  a 
man    well-known    and    highly    respected.     He    was 
elected  Borough  Judge  of  Wallingford  in  1895.  and 
has.  served  two  years,  filling  the  position  with  dig- 
nity and  honor.     The  Judge  is  a  life-long  Demo- 
crat, and  has  held  many  positions  of  trust.     In  1863 
he  was  elected  to  the  State  Legislature  from  Wall- 
ingford, and  served  on  the  committee  on  civil  en- 
gineering.    He  was  selectman,  tax  collector  and  as- 
sessor.    All  his  life  he  has  been  known  as  a  thor- 
oughly honorable  and  upright  man.  of  the  most  un- 
swerving integrity,  and  wherever  he  has  lived  has 
had  a  host  of  friends.     He  is  a  prominent  and  active 
member  of  the  Wallingford  Agricultural   Society, 
and  is  deeply  interested  in  everything  that  touches   ' 
the   local   welfare.     He   belongs   to   the   Congrega- 
tional Church,  and  is  a  devoted  worker  in  the  Sun- 
day School,  having  been  a  superintenilent  of  differ-   | 
ent  Sunday-schools  for  ten  years.  j 

Judge  McLean  has  been  twice  married.  On  ' 
March  30,  185 1,  Ellen  A.  Dana,  daughter  of  Francis 
Dana,  and  a  sister  of  the  wife  of  Daniel  Goodwin 
McLean,  became  his  wife;  she  died  in  July,  1863, 
leaving  two  children:  (i)  Harry  Francis,  who 
married  Nancy  Stewart,  and  settled  in  Michigan 
City,  Ind.,  where  he  is  a  railroad  engineer.  (2) 
Nellie  Edith,  who  married  Pitman  Angel,  of  Man- 
chester, Va.  Judge  McLean,  for  his  second  wife, 
married  Mrs.  ^lary  J.  Churchill.     She  was  born  in 


Wethersfield.  and  is  the  mother  of  one  child, 
Charles  Levi,  who  is  in  the  express  business  be- 
tween Wallingford  and  Meriden ;  he  married  Emma 
Tooth,  and  has  two  children,  Harry  E.  and  RussoU 
J.  Mrs.  Mary  J.  McLean  was  the  widow  of  Levi 
Churchill,  and  a  daughter  of  Elisha  Blinn,  of  Weth- 
ersfield. 

i  CALMN  MINER  LEETE,  late  of  the  town 
:  of  Guilford,  was  one  of  the  best  known  and  most 
highly  respected  citizens  of  New  Haven  county, 
j  and  his  industry,  thrift  and  intelligent  application 
1  to  agricultural  pursuits  won  him  a  marked  degree 
j  of  success  in  that  vocation. 

I         Mr.  Leete  was  born  Oct.  18,  1816,  on  the  old 
Leete    homestead     in    the    town    of     Guilford,    the 
j   youngest   son   of    Miner    and    Lucinda    (Norton) 
Leete,  and  received  his  education  at  the  common 
schools  of  the  neighborhood.     He  worked  on  his 
father's  farm  up  to  the  age  of  nineteen  years,  at 
which  time,  impaired  health   demanding  a  change 
of  residence,  he  removed  to  Aleriden  and  made  his 
home  there  for  several  years.     Returning  to  (niil- 
ford  greatly  improved  in  health,  he  began  his  life 
vocation  on  Leete's   Island,  and  there  engaged   in 
agricultural  pursuits  until  his  retirement  from  active 
life.     Air.  Leete  died  Feb.  17,  1899.     His  estimable 
virtues  made  him  one  of  the  foremost  citizens  of 
the  community,  and  his  many  sterling  qualities  won 
tor  him  the  high  regard  and  respect  of  all.   Thougk 
averse  to  holding  office  he  was  elected  a  representa- 
.  tive  of  Guilford  in  the  State  Legislature  in   1836. 
again  in  1862.  and,  for  a  third  time,  in  1878.     He 
also   served  the   town   in   various   other  capacities, 
and  was  always  deeply  interested  in  the  local  wel- 
fare and  progress.     Early  in  life  he  espoused  the 
cause  of  abolition,  and  he  cast  his  presidential  vote 
for  Birney  and  Hale.     He  voted  for  Van  Buren  in 
the   Free-Soil  movement,  and   after  the   formation 
of  the  Republican  party  supported  its  principles  and 
candidates.     In   1849  -^Ir.  Leete  became  a  member 
of   the   Congregational    Church   in    Meriden.    from 
which  he  transferred  his  membership  to  the  Third 
Church  at  Guilford,  of  which,  for  a  long  time,  he 
was  a  leading  member  and  for  many  years  a  deacon. 
Deacon  Leete  married,  Feb.  7,  1866,  Lucy  AL. 
daughter    of    Morris  A.   and    Clarinda    (Graves) 
Leete.     Of  this   union   there   is    one   son.   C.\l\"in" 
Morris  Leete.  borti  Jan.  11,  1867,  and  now  living 
at  the  ancestral  home. 

(Ill)  Pelatiah  Leete  (1681-1768),  the  great- 
great-grandfather  of  Deacon  Calvin  AI.  Leete,  was 
the  great-great-great-grandfather  of  his  wife.  Lucy 
^[.  She  is  of  the  eighth  generation  from  William 
Leete,  the  founder  of  the  family  in  Connecticut. 
From  Pelatiah  (III)  the  line  of  descent  to  Airs. 
Leete  is  as  follows : 

•  (IV)  Pelatiah  Leete,  born  Alarch  7,  1713,  mar- 
ried, March  26,  1740,  Lydia  Crittenden,  who  was 
born  in  Guilford  Alarch  14,  1719,  daughter  of 
Deacon  Samuel  and  Mindwell  (Meigs)  Crittenden. 
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SIic  died  Aug.  13.  1/7^.  and  he  survived  until  Alay 
"s  i"Hl.  He  was  a  deacon  of  the  Fourth  Congre- 
r.alionaV  Church.  The  children  of  Pelatiah  and 
Lvdia  Lcete  were:  i'eiatiah.  born  March  4,  1741. 
du-d  April  April  20,  1741  ;  Pelatiah,  sketch  of  whom 
follows;  Lydia  and  Xoah  (twins)  were  born  Oct. 
-'4.  '749  (W*^li^  married  John  Leete)  ;  Eber,  born 
March  25)  1752,  died  Oct.  22,  1769;  Simeon,  born 
A|)ril  14,  1753.  niarried  Zerviah  Norton;  Amos, 
lK)ni  April  25,  1758,  married  Hannah  Ward; 
Xatlian,  born  in  1762,  died  Nov.  i,  ijOq. 

(V)'  Pelatiah  Leete,  son  of  Deacon  Pelatiah. 
was  born  Aug.  22,  1744.  He  married,  June  17,  ; 
1766,  Bethiah  Norton,  daughter  of  Thomas  and  . 
liclhiah  Norton,  of  Guilford.  She  died  June  30. 
1793.  agi'd  fifty-six  years.  For  his  second  wife 
Pelatiah  Leete  married,  Nov.  10,  1794,  ^Mary  Fris-  I 
bic,  of  North  Branford,  who  died  Jan.  14,  1852. 
He  died  March  2,  1806,  at  Leete's  Island.  His 
children  were :  Joel,  sketch  of  whom  follows ; 
Noah,  born  Feb.  22,  1770,  married  Hulda  Ward; 
Pelatiah,  born  July  3,  1773,  married  Betsy  Ramy  ; 
Mary,  born  Feb.  15,  1798,  married  Jude  Ludington. 
(VI)  Joel  Leete,  born  April  15,  17GS,  married. 
May  27,  1790,  Molly  Crittenden,  who  was  born  Aug. 
25,  IJ<'>S.  daughter  of  Noah  and  Naomi  (.\twell) 
Crittemlen.  They  lived  at  Leete's  Island,  where  he 
died  Jan.  28,  1842,  his  wife  surviving  to  Nov.  24, 
1S43.  Their  four  children  were:  Alvan,  born  Aug. 
24,  I7<ji,  niarried  Rebecca  Butler;  Polly  ^laria, 
Ixirn  March  7,  1794,  died  Jan.  3,  1795;  ^lorris  At- 
v.ell,  sketch  of  whom  follows  ;  Frederick  William, 
born  July  6,  1803,  niarried  Sarah  Jane  Fowler. 

(\TI)  Morris  Atwell  Leete.  son  of  Joel,  was 
born  at  Leete's  Island  Nov.  10,  1795.  He  niarried, 
( )ct.  25,  1820,  Clarinda  Graves,  who  was  born  Aug. 
27,  1795,  daughter  of  ^Milton  and  Lucy  (Buel) 
Graves.  They  had  children  as  follows :  Joel  Mor- 
ris, born  Dec.  25,  1821,  died  Oct.  7,  1858;  George 
Augustus,  born  May  4,  1824,  died  Nov.  27,  1825 ; 
Lucy  Maria,  Ijorn  June  2,  1827,  became  the  wife 
of  Calvin  M.  Leete,  our  subject :  George  Cornelius, 
Ixirn  Sept.  17,  1829,  married  Harriet  Stebbins ; 
Henry  Walter,  born  Nov.  9,  1832,  died  Feb.  26, 
'853;  Harvey  Ward,  born  Nov.  9,  1832.  married 
Miss  Christiana  Faulkner:  Joseph  Alvan,  born  Aug. 
'<J.  1836,  married  Orphana"  Hill.  . 

JOHN  W.  OSBORNE  (deceased)  was  for 
niaiiy  years  prominently  identified  with  the  indus- 
trial and  business  interests  of  Derby  and  Ansonia. 
.\'cw  Haven  county,  and  was  one  of  the  most  highly 
'■^ti'emed  citizens  of  his  community.  He  was  a  na- 
tive of  New  Haven,  and  a  son  of  Stephen  Osborne, 
who  was  engaged  in  business  in  that  citv  for  some 
\f.nrs. 

'  'iir  subject,  who  was  one  of  a  large  familv  of 

c  u Mrcn,  came  to  Derby   with  his   parents   during 

elu!,!Ii,K,.I,   and    was    there    reared  and    educated. 

\\  lu-n  a  young  man  in  1842,  he  formed  a  copartner- 

^liip  with  his  brother-in-law,   George  W.   Cheese- 
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man,  and  embarked  in  general  merchandising,  which 
business  they  carried  on  until  1858,  when  they 
turned  their  attention  to  the  manufacture  of  hoop- 
skirts.  The  following  year  they  moved  their  plant 
to  Ansonia  and  were  engaged  in  business  there  for 
manv  vears,  meeting  with  marked  success  in  their 
undertakings  and  becoming  quite  well-to-do. 

In  1864  ;\Ir.  Osborne  married  Mrs.  Eliza  Hill 
Baker,  of- Redding,  Conn.  Our  subject  died  March 
6,  1895,  at  the  age  of  eighty-four  years.  Politically 
he  was  a  Republican,  and  he  gave  his  support  to 
everv  enterprise  which  he  believed  would  prove  of 
public  lienefit,  or  would  advance  the  moral  or  ma- 
terial welfare  of  his  town  and  county.  He  was  one 
of  the  founders  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 
of  Derby,  and  took  a  very  active  and  prominent  part 
in  all  church  work,  contributing  liberally  to  its  sup- 
port. He  commanded  the  respect  and  confidence  of 
all  with  whom  he  came  in  contact,  either  in  business 
or  in  social  life,  and  in  his  death  the  community  lost 
one  of  its  best  citizens. 

DEACON  SAMUEL  WILLIAM  DUDLEY, 
late  of  North  Guilford,  was  a  lineal  descendant  cf 
i  (III)  Capt.  William  Dudlev  (born  Oct.  18.  1684, 
!  died  Feb.  28,  1761).  youngest  son  of  (II)  Joseph, 
I  who  was  the  second  son  of  (I)  William,  one  of  the 
I  original  settlers  of  Guilford,  as  set  forth  in  the  Dud- 
'  ley  genealogy. 

j  (III)    Capt.  William  Dudley  was  a  prominent 

I  man  in  North  Guilford  in  his  day.     Early  records- 
show  that  in   1725  he  was  a  justice  of  the  peace, 
captain  of  militia,  and  a  deacon  in  the  church   i;ii 
that  place.     The  latter  oflrice  he  held  until  his  death, 
in   1761.     Fle  married  Ruth   Strong,   daughter   of 
;  Thomas  Strong,  of  Lyme.     She  died  Sept.  18,  1743, 
■  and  he  married    (second)    Rebecca   Fisk,   of   New 
Milford,  daughter  of  Joseph  Elliott.     His  children, 
I  all  by  the  first  wife,  were:      (i)   Submit,  born  Oct. 
'    I,   1713,  died  April   16,   1733.      (2)   William,  born 
'   Dec.  28,  1715,  died  Oct.  23,  1717.    (3)  William  (2) 
'   was  born   Dec.  28,   1717.      (4)    Asahel.  born  June 
1   17,  1719,  died  in  1809:  he  removed  to  Middletown ; 
I  he  married  Jan.  25,  1742,  Betsey  Hatch.      (5)  Lucy, 
born    !March  29,    1721,   married   Michael   Baldwin, 
son  of  Timothy  Baldwin.      (6)  Lois,  born  Feb.  14, 
1723,  died  Oct.  7,  1743.      (7)  Medad,  born  Feb.  23, 
1726,  is  mentioned  below.      (8)   Jared.  born  Nov. 
17,  1727,  died  June  14,  181 1;  he  married  Dec.  25, 
1754,  ^lary  Chittenden,  daughter  of  Daniel  C.    (9) 
Sarah,  born  July  14.  1730,  died  Oct.  7,  1743.      f  io> 
Mabel    (twin   of   Sarah)    married   April   30,    i754t 
Ebenezer  Russell.      (11)   Ruth,  born  June  9,  1733, 
died  Tune  20,  1 745- 

(iV)  Medad  Dudley  (son  of  (III)  Capt.  Will- 
iam), born  Fe'o.  23,  1726,  died  Feb.  10,  1804.  (Jn 
June  10.  1756,  he  married  Mary  Fowler,  daughter 
of  Daniel  Fowler.  She  died  July  14,  1810,  aged 
eighty-one.  They  had  nine  children :  ( i )  Am- 
brose, sketch  of  whom  follows.  (2)  Lucy,  born 
Jan.    18,    1759,   died  Dec.   23,    1834;   she  married 
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March  3,  1790,  Oliver  Fowler,  son  of  Ebenezer  and 
Desire  (Bristol)  Fowler.  (3)  William,  born  Feb. 
19,  1761,  lived  at  Litchfield,  Conn.;  he  married 
May  18,  1785,  Abigail  Baldwin.  (4)  Rebecca,  born 
Dec.  8,  1762,  died  Feb.  10,  1846,  inimarried.  (5) 
jMedad,  born  Dec.  16,  1764,  died  Jan.  13,  1854;  in 
1797  he  married  Phcbe  Conklin,  of  East  Hampton, 
L:  I.  (6)  Charles,  bom  Dec.  6,  1766,  lived  at  Litch- 
field ;  he  married  Ruth  Hart  and  (second)  Rhoda 
Baldwin.  (7)  Submit,  born  Nov.  26,  1768,  mar- 
ried Jan.  2,  1797,  Jonathan  Bishop.  (8)  Paul,  born 
Oct.  19,  1771,  died  Oct.  10,  1847;  he  married  Annf 
Moulthrop,  of  East  Haven,  Conn.  (9)  Molly, 
born  Feb.  20,  1774,  died  Aus^.  11,  1810,  unmarried. 

(V)  Ambrose  Dudley,  the  eldest  son  of  (IV) 
Medad  and  Mary  (Fowler)  Dudley,  was  born  April 
I,  1757,  was  a  farmer  of  North  Guilford,  and  died 
Jan.  10,  1826.  He  married  April  29,  1783,  Eliza- 
beth Russell,  born  Nov.  23,  1758,  died  July  15,  1834, 
daughter  of  Samuel  Russell.  Ambrose  Dudley 
served  in  the  Revolutionary  war,  being  in  1776  a 
private  in  Capt.  Hand's  Company,  Col.  Talcott'.s 
Hegiment.  He  had  three  children:  (i)  Russell, 
l)orn  Jan.  19,  1784,  died  at  sea  Dec.  i,  1806,  unmar- 
a-ied.  (2)  Abigail,  born  Oct.  21,  1788,  died  Nov. 
39,  1872;  on  Oct.  27,  1816,  she  married  Daniel 
Fowler;  and  she  subsequently  married  (second) 
Benjamin  Rossiter.  (3)  Samuel  William,  sketch 
of  whom  follows. 

(VI)  Deacon  Samuel  William  Dudley,  son  of 
(V)  Ambrose  and  Elizabeth  (Russell)  Dudley,  of 
North  Guilford,  was  born  July  16,  1800,  and  died 
Dec.  II,  1881.  He  was  a  farmer,  and  lived  all  his 
days  on  the  homestead.  He  was  a  prominent  and 
influential  member  of  the  Congregational  Church  of 
North  Guilford,  which  he  served  in  various  ca- 
pacities. He  was  chosen  a  deacon  in  the  same  in 
May,  1856,  and  held  that  office  until  his  death,  or 
over  twenty-five  years.  He  was  a  justice  of  the 
peace  as  early  as  1832 ;  a  representative  to  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly  in  1844,  1853,  1857.  1863  and  1865; 
and  state  senator  in  1869.  Physically,  he  was  a 
man  of  large  proportions  and  commanding  per- 
sonal appearance.  His  manner  was  courteous  and 
cordial,  his  integrity  unswerving.  A  faithful  friend 
and  a  wise  counselor,  he  was  universally  respected 
and  loved.  He  received  a  liberal  education  at  'he 
district  schools,  also  North  Guilford  Academy,  and 
for  several  years  taught  school  in  the  town  of 
Guilford.  He  was  a  large  land  owner  in  both 
North  Guilford  and  North  Branford,  and  in  addi- 
tion to  general  farming,  stock  raising,  etc.,  he 
shipped  away  considerable  quantities  of  timber. 

On  Jan.  2,  1833,  Deacon  Samuel  W.  Dudley 
married  Lucy  Ann  Chittenden,  daughter  of  David 
and  Lucy  (Fowler)  Chittenden,  and  they  had  si.K 
children;  (i)  Charles  Samuel,  born  May  24,  1834. 
is  an  insurance  agent  at  New  Haven,  Conn.  He 
married,  in  187 1,  Mary  Austin,  of  Westville.  Conn., 
a  teacher.  He  was  a  soldier  in  the  Civil  war,  serv- 
ing as  a  private  in  the  14th  Conn.  V.  I.     (2)  Henrv 


Chittenden,  born  May  9,  1836,  died  while  in  the 
army,  Jan.  17,  1863;  he  was  sergeant  in  the  14th 
Regiment,  Conn.  V.  I.;  he  married  Oct.  16,  1861, 
Anna  E.  Parmelee,  daughter  of  Deacon  Eli  Parm- 
elee,  of  Guilford.  She  subsequently  married  (sec- 
ond) Lieut.  Edward  Griswold.  (3)  Elizabeth 
Russell,  born  June  25,  1838,  married  Jan.  3,  1876, 
Deacon  John  W.  Norton,  of  Guilford.  (4)  James 
Ambrose,  born  Aug.  21,  1840,  married  Oct.  13, 
1870,  Emelyn  M.  Griswold,  of  Guilford.  He  is  de- 
ceased. (5)  George  Chittenden,  a  sketch  of  whom 
follows.  (6)  William  Russell,  born  March  i,  1849, 
was  a  professor  at  Cornell  University,  Ithaca,  N.  Y., 
afterwards  professor  at  Leiand  Stanford  Uni- 
versity, San  Francisco,  California. 

(VII)  George  Chittendex  Dudley,  son  of 
(VI)  Deacon  Samuel  W.,  was  born  Sept.  i,  1842, 
on  the  homestead,  and  has  always  lived  there, 
having  operated  same  since  the  death  of  his  father. 
His  education  he  obtained  in  part  at  the  district 
schools  of  the  neighborhood  of  his  home,  in  part  at 
North  Guilford  Academy,  and  he  is  otherwise  a 
well-read  and  well-informed  man.  In  politics  he  is 
a  Republican,  but  has  never  aspired  to  political 
preferment,  though  he  has  served  as  tax  collector 
and  in  some  minor  town  offices.  In  religious  faith 
he  is  a  member  of  and  deacon  in  the  Congrega- 
tional Church,  and  is  a  member  of  the  choir.  Social- 
ly he  is  affiliated  with  the  Good  Templars  and  with 
the  Grange.  Mr.  Dudley's  industry,  integrity  and 
sound  common  sense  have  secured  for  him,  in  an 
unusual  degree,  the  uniform  respect  of  the  com- 
munity in  which  he  lives. 

JAMES  H.  BARTLETT,  a  well-known  and 
highly-esteemed  citizen  of  Oxford,  New  Haven 
county,  who  is  now  successfully  engaged  in  general 
farming  and  tobacco  growing,  was  born  on  a  farm 
near  Ivlillbrook,  Dutcliess  county,  N.  Y.,  Oct.  7, 
1829,  son  of  Joseph  and  Elizabeth  (Swift)  Bartlett, 
and  grandson  of  Littlefield  Bartlett,"  all  natives  of 
Dutchess  county.  Our  subject  is  the  eldest  in  a  fam- 
ily of  nine  children,  the  others  being  as  follows: 
Deborah,  wife  of  Lucius  Osbourne,  a  farmer  of 
Dutchess  county ;  Susan,  wife  of  Dewitt  Benson, 
of  Clinton,  Iowa ;  Sarah  E.,  wife  of  Edwin  Chapin, 
of  Alinneapolis,  Minn. ;  Phebe  J.,  wife  of  Davis 
White,  of  Dutchess  county,  N.  Y. ;  George  L.,  a 
carpenter  of  Ansonia,  Conn. ;  Maria  J.,  wife  of 
Clarence  Vail,  of  Poughkeepsie,  N.  Y. ;  Charles  T., 
a  farmer  of  Jackson  county,  Iowa ;  and  Annie,  wife 
of  Edwin  Dunham,  of  Minneapolis,  Minnesota. 

In  the  county  of  his  nativity  James  H.  Bartlett 
grew  to  manhoo(^,  and  in  its  public  schools  he  ac- 
quired his  literary  education.  On  leaving  the  par- 
ental roof,  at  the  age  of  twenty  years,  he  went  to 
New  York  City,  where  he  clerked  in  the  wholesale 
grocery  house  of  Meads  &  Co.  for  a  year  and  a 
half,  and  was  then  with  Skeel,  Van  Valkenberg 
&  Co.,  as  receiving  and  delivering  clerk,  for  eight 
years.     At  the  end  of  that  period,  in  company  with 
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'rniiiiaii  E.  Herd,  of  Southbury,  Conn.,  he  went  to 
Freeport,  III.,  where  he  was  engaged  in  general 
merchandising  from  1855  to  1863.  During  the  lat- 
ter year  he  secured  a  position  as  clerk  in  the  quar- 
termaster's department  at  Corinth,  Miss.,  and  held 
same  for  a  little  over  a  year,  at  the  end  of  which 
time  he  returned  to  Freeport,  111;  He  soon  after- 
ward purchased  a  farm  in  Adams  county,  that  staic, 
and  operated  the  same  for  one  year,  during  which 
time  his  wife  died.  With  his  three  little  children 
he  then  returned  to  Xew  York,  taking  them  to  their 
maternal  grandmother,  in  Chester,  Orange  Co.,  N. 
Y.  He  next  went  to  the  oil  regions  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, and  in  Pit  Hole  City  he  purchased  an  inter- 
est in  what  was  known  as  the  Ball  farm,  and 
also  served  as  superintendent  of  the  Fisher  oil  wells 
for  six  months.  Subsequently  he.  engaged  in  the 
manufacture  of  paper  at  Southford,  Conn.,  until 
1867,  when  he  purchased  the  place  in  Oxford,  New  | 
Haven  Co.,  Conn.,  where  he  now  resides.  It  is 
one  of  the  finest  farms  of  its  size  in  the  Quaker  ! 
Valley,  and  in  its  cultivation  he  has  met  with  well- 
deserved  success. 

Mr.  Bartlett  has  been  three  times  married,  his 
first  wife  being  Phoebe  Beach,  of  Orange  county,  N. 
Y.,  by  whom  he  had  three  children :  Ella  E.,  who 
was  for  many  years  a  teacher  in  the  schools  of 
Oxford  and  Seymour,  Conn.,  and  for  the  last  four 
years  in  the  Emma  Willard  Seminary,  at  Troy,  N. 
Y.,  but  is  at  present  travelinf^  in  Europe ;  Eva  J., 
wife  of  Horace  H.  Oatman,  of  New  Haven,  Conn. : 
and  Joseph  L.,  who  died  in  infancy.  The  mother 
of  these  children  died  in  1865,  and  in  1866  he  mar- 
ried her  sister,  Kate  C.  Beach,  by  whom  he  had 
two  children,  twins:  Kate,  wife  of  Arthur  J.  Ben- 
son, of  Dover  Plains,  N.  Y. ;  and  Joseph,  a  machin- 
ist of  Clinton,  Iowa.  Our  subject's  present  wife 
was  in  her  maidenhood  Miss  Josephine  Flagg. 
There  is  one  child  by  this  union,  Annie,  who  is  at 
home. 

Socially  Mr.  Bartlett  is  a  member  of  King  Solo- 
mon Lodge,  No.  7,  F.  &  A.  M.,  of  Woodbury,  while 
politically  he  is  not  identified  with  any  particular 
party,  but  votes  independent  of  party  lines.  He 
was  a  member  of  the  State  Legislature  in  1879  and 
again  in  1882,  and  served  as  selectman  for  fifteen 
consecutive  years,  with  credit  to  himself  and  to  the 
entire  satisfaction  of  all  concerned. 

EDWARD  GRISWOLD  has  in  the  thirty-five 
years  of  his  mercantile  career  in  Guilford  become 
one  of  the  best-known  figures  in  the  commercial 
and  public  life  of  that  town  and  vicinity,  where  he 
is  widely  and  favorably  known  ini  many"  con- 
nections. 

Mr.  Griswold  was  born  June  30,  1839,  in  Guil- 
ford, son  of  Joel  and  Polly  Griswold,  and  received 
his  early  education  in  the  district  schools  in  the 
neighborhood  of  his  home,  later  attending  the  Guil- 
ford Institute.  From  early  boyhood  he  was  trained 
to  farm  work,  assisting  his   father  on   the  home 


place,  where  he  remained  until  the  breaking  out  of 
the   Civil   war.     On  Oct.   26,    1861,  he  enlisted   in 
the  L'nion  service,  becoming  a  member  of  the  ist 
Light  Battery,  C.  V.,  which  formed  a  part  of  the 
loth  Army  Corps,  and  serving  a  full  three  years, 
being   mustered   out   Oct.   26,    1864.     He   took   an 
active   part   in    all    the   battles,    etc.,   in    which   his 
command  was  engaged.     After  his  return  from  the 
army  Mr.  Griswold  rented  the  homestead,  and  also 
embarked    in    merchandising    in    partnership    with 
his    brother    Charles,    as     general     merchants    and 
produce  dealers,  our  subject  taking  charge  of  the 
produce    business    and    his    brother    of   the    other 
branch.     They   continued    thus    three   years,    when 
our  subject  bought   his  brother's   interest,  and  he 
has  since  engaged  in  general  merchandising  on  his 
own  account.     Though  he  has  always  commanded 
a  wide  patronage  Mr,  Griswold  has  met  with  re- 
verses,  and   at   one   time   lost   his   all,   but   he   has 
continued  in  the  face  of  discouragements,  and  does 
a  thriving  business  at  present.     His  store,  however, 
has  not  occupied  all  his  time  and  attention.     For  a 
few  years  he  was  interested  in  the  canning  business, 
being   one    of   the   first    in    that    line    in    Guilford. 
In  the  organization  of  the  Savings   Bank  he  was 
prominent  as   one   of  the   prime  movers   and   pro- 
moters,   and    he    served    several    years    as    trustee, 
being  one  of  the  first  to  hold  that  office.     He  was 
the   organizer   of   the    Guilford    Light    Battery,    in 
whose  welfare  he  has  always  taken  the  deepest  in- 
terest, and  served  as  commander  of  same  for  six 
years.     It  was  through  his  efi:'orts  that  this  battery 
was  accepted  as  the  battery  called  for  from  Con- 
necticut by  the  L'nited   States  Government  in  the 
Spanish-American  war,  in  1898. 

Mr.  Griswold  is  a  lifelong  Republican  and  an 
ardent  supporter  of  the  principles  of  that  party, 
though  he  is  independent  in  giving  his  support  to 
candidates,  especially  in  local  attairs.  He  is  a  loyal 
friend  of  Gen.  Hawley,  the  Connecticut  senator,  and 
was  a  stanch  IMcKinley  man.  Though  not  an  of- 
fice-seeker he  has  never  shirked  public  service,  and 
his  ability  and  trustworthiness  have  been  recognized 
by  his  fellow  townsmen,  whom  he  has  not  disap- 
pointed in  his  discharge  of  the  duties  of  the  various 
offices  to  which  he  has  been  chosen.  In  1882  he 
was  elected  to  the  State  Legislature,  on  his  own 
party  ticket,  and  was  re-elected  to  that  incumbency 
the  following  year  as  the  candidate  of  both  Re- 
publican and  Democratic  parties.  During  his  first 
term  he  served  on  the  committee  on  Fishery,  the 
second  term  as  chairman  of  committee  on  Military 
Affairs,  and  he  proved  his  efficiency  in  many  ways 
gratifying  to  his  constituents.  However,  no  more 
flattering  approval  of  his  services  could  be  desired 
than  his  return  to  the  House  as  noted.  On  Nov. 
5,  1901,  Mr,  Griswold  was  elected  by  the  citizens, 
of  his  town  as  delegate  to  the  Constitutional  Con- 
vention, held  Jan.  i,  1902,  at  Hartford,  for  the 
purpose  of  revising  the  State  Constitution.  He  is 
the  recognized  leader  of  the  country  contingent,  and 
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it  is  claimed  by  his  fellow  townsmen  that  he  is 
more  widely  and  favorably  known  throughout  the 
state  than  any  other  citizen  of  Guilford. 

Mr.  Griswold  has  ever  been  active  in  the  G.  A. 
R.,  and  has  served  as  delegate  to  the  Xational  En- 
campment. He  was  a  charter  member  of  Parmelee 
Post,  of  Guilford,  in  which  he  filled  many  offices, 
and  now  belongs  to  Foote  Post,  Xo.  17,  Xew 
Haven.  At  present  he  is  serving  on  the  staff  of  the 
Department  Commander  of  Connecticut  as  chief 
mustering  officer,  and  in  his  visits  to  the  different 
posts  is  heartily  welcomed  bv  the  comrades.  Being 
an  interesting  and  ready  speaker,  he  seldom  escapes 
being  called  upon  for  remarks  or  addresses. 

On  May  12,  1868,  ^Ir.  Griswold  was  married, 
in  Guilford,  to  Airs.  Anne  E.  (Parmelee)  Dudley. 
who  was  born  March  22,  1834,  daughter  of  Eli 
Parmelee,  and  first  married  Henry  D.  Dudlev ;  he 
was  killed  while  serving  in  the  Civil  war.  Three 
children  blessed  this  union,  born  as  follows  :  Eliza- 
beth Hart,  July  23,  1869:  Edward  Parmelee,  July 
6,  1870;  and  Xelson  Hotchkiss,  Jan.  12,  1872.  The 
mother  passed  away  Xov.  i,  1899,  and  was  laid  to 
rest  in  the  cemetery  at  Guilford.  She  was  a  de- 
vout Christian,  a  woman  of  charitable  impulses  and 
kindly  deeds,  and  was  sincerely  mourned  by  her 
many  friends  in  the  town.  Air.  Griswold  holds 
membership  with  the  Congregational  Church,  of 
which  his  wife  was  also  a  member.  Though  always 
an  active  man,  his  tastes  are  domestic,  and  he  takes 
his  greatest  pleasure  in  his  home  and  family.  In 
his  long  and  honorable  life  he  has  gained  many 
warm  friends,  and  though  his  independence  of  spirit 
and  action  have  sometimes  roused  aggression  it 
has  always  been  in  the  support  of  what  he  believed 
to  be  right,  and  he  is  universally  respected  for  his 
sincerity   and   integrity. 

CLARK  W.  STOWE,  one  of  the  venerable  resi- 
dents of  the  town  of  Milford,  senior  member  of  the 
firm  of  C.  W.  Stowe  &  Son,  well-known  seed  grow- 
ers and  farmers,  was  born  in  that  town  Alarch  17, 
1838,    son    of    William    and    Elizabeth    (Baldwin) 
Stowe.     Our  subject  bears  an  honored  name,  the 
Stowe   family   having   been   prominentlv    identified 
with  the  town    from   an   early   day,   and   Jedediah 
Stowe,  his  grandfather,  was   probably  born  there. 
This  worthy  citizen   was  a   farmer  by  occupation, 
and  for  some  time  he  also  conducted  a  store  in  Mil- 
ford.     He  and  his  wife  had  the  following  children: 
Isaac,  a  seafaring  man,  who  died  in  Milford  ;  David, 
a  shoemaker  and  farmer ;  Jeremiah,  a  farmer ;  Will- 
j  iam,  our  subject's  father;  Sally,  who  married  El- 
j  nathan    Baldwin,    a    farmer;    Sybil,    who    married 
;  Clark   Piatt,   a    farmer ;   and   Xancy,   who  married 
I  William  Piatt,  a  farmer. 

I'  William  Stowe,  who  was  also  a  farmer,  was 
born  in  Alilford  in  1794.  and  died  in  1844.  His 
wife,  Elizal)cth  (  Baldwin),  was  a  daughter  of  Heze- 
kiah  Baldwin,  a  prominent  farmer  of  Milford.  She 
was  born  Aug.  16,  1809,  and  died  Dec.  30,  1885. 


They  had  two  children  :  Clark  W.,  our  subject ; 
and  Mary  Elizabeth,  who  was  born  in  1842,  and 
died  at  the  age  of  three  years. 

Clark  W.  Stowe  was  reared  upon  the  old  home- 
stead in  Milford,  and  obtained  a  common-school 
education  in  his  district.  When  a  young  man  he 
commenced  in  farming,  and  at  present  he  has  the 
able  assistance  of  his  son,  the  farm  of  100  acres 
aft'ording  scope  for  various  branches  of  their  work. 
.Air.  Stowe  lived  on  the  old  homestead  until  1865, 
when  he  moved  to  what  is  now  known  as  Walnut 
Beach,  he  being  one  of  the  first  to  settle  there. 
Politically  he  and  his  son  are  Republicans,  and  the 
family  is  active  in  religious  and  philanthropic  work. 
Air.  Stowe  having  given  the  lot  for  the  chapel  at 
Walnut  Beach. 

Air.  Stowe  married  Aliss  Alary  Catherine  Hand, 
who  was  born  Jan.  22,  1841.  in  Litchfield  county. 
Conn.,  daughter  of  Guy  S.  Hand,  a  farmer  of  that 
section.  She  died  Xov.  3,  1898,  leaving  two  chil- 
dren: (I)  Allies  W.,  born  July  12,  1857,  married 
Aliss  Alercy  Blakeman,  born  in  1862,  in  Fairfield 
county.  Conn.,  daughter  of  Ezra  and  Urania  (Hub- 
bell)  Blakeman.  They  have  had  two  sons — Clark 
W.,  born  X'ov.  25,  1895,  and  Cornelius  Ard,  born 
Jan.  15,  1897.  (2)  Edith  E.,  born  Feb.  24,  1865, 
married  Edward  W.  Beers,  of  Stratford. 

Our  subject  has  won  success  far  beyond  the 
ordinary,  by  methods  that  have  retained  for  him 
the  profound  respect  of  all.  He  is  a  plain  going 
man,  and  has  so  lived  as  to  leave  to  his  posterity 
a  name  that  may  be  referred  to  with  pride. 

JOHX  GILBERT  CUTLER,  who  has  been  in 
the  harnessmaking  business  in  Waterbury  for  the 
long  period  of  thirty-seven  years,  is  a  native  of  Ben- 
nington, Vt.,  and  of  English  extraction. 

David  Cutler,  grandfather  of  our  subject,  was 
bom  in  Killingly,  Windham  Co.,  Conn.,  married 
there,  and  followed  farming.  He  and  his  wife 
both  died  in  Killingly,  the  latter  at  the  age  of 
about  one  hundred  and  six  years.  Thev  were  the 
parents  of  two  children :  David  H.  and  Asa  S. ; 
the  latter  was  a  farmer  in  Killingly,  and  died  in  Put- 
num,  Connecticut. 

David  H.  Cutler,  father  of  our  subject,  was  born 
in  Killingly,  was  educated  there,  and  in  early  man- 
hood went  to  Bennington,  where  he  followed  the 
trade  of  shoemaker.  He  married  Harriet  A.  Gil- 
bert, who  was  born  in  Alansfield,  Conn.,  a  daugh- 
ter of  John  Gilbert,  a  farmer  and  country  mer- 
chant. Two  children  were  born  to  David  H.  Cutler 
and  his  wife :  Harriet  A.  and  John  Gilbert.  The 
father  died  in  1879,  in  the  Shaker  settlement,  Mass. 
He  was  a  lifelong  Whig  in  politics.  The  mother 
passed  away  Alarch  4,  1882,  in  Waterbury. 

John  G.  Cutler,  whose  name  introduces  these 
lines,  at  the  age  of  six  years  was  taken  from  his 
native  place,  Bennington,  Vt.,  to  Tolland  county, 
Conn.,  and  there  remained  on  a  farm  for  some 
time,  receiving  his  education  in  the  district  schools. 


r 


t!ym'Vi-*rr-T-^r^JifPpr'*H 


r 


fe^..-^.^..-^^^ 


i^^r'MTZ 


!^fCi.iM4&ti^ 


^AjI  ir  fc^ 


\\ 


\    -, 


COMMEMORATIVE   BIOGRAPHICAL-  RECORD. 


933 


At  the  time  of  the  breaking  out  of  the  Civil  war 
he  was  learning  the  harnessmaker's  trade,  and  after 
coming  to  W'aterbury,  in  1862.  he  followed  same 
as  a  journeyman  until  March  22,  1865,  at  which 
time  he  commenced  in  that  business  in  Exchange 
place,  W'aterbury,  on  iiis  own  account,  and  has  con- 
tinued it  ever  since.  He  is  now  located  in  Piatt's 
block,  at  No.  39  East  Main  street.  There  is  only 
one  man  in  business  now  in  the  city  who  was  in 
business  at  the  time  our  subject  commenced.  Mr. 
Cutler  deals  in  harness,  leather,  saddlery  hardware, 
horse  clothing,  trunks,  and  everything  to  be  found 
in  a  shop  of  tliat  nature. 

In  1863  our  subject  was  married  in  Waterbury 
to  Mary  Karrmann.  who  was  born  in  Middletown, 
Conn.,  Nov.  10,  1843,  3-  daughter  of  Sebastian 
Xarrmann,  a  German  by  birth.  They  have  no  chil- 
dren. Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cutler  attend  the  services  of 
the  M.  E.  Church;  in  politics  he  is  a  Republican; 
socially  he  is  a  Knight  Templar  Mason  and  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Royal  Arcanum. 

MRS.  ESTELLA  J.  (HARTLEY)  AHLLS. 
The  Mills  and  Hartley  families  are  well  known  in 
this  section,  the  former  having  been  identified  with 
Ansonia,  and  the  latter  with  Xew  Haven,  since 
their  first  settlement,  and  the  names  of  both  are  as- 
sociated with  a  high  order  of  citizenship. 

The  late  Thomas  Mills,  who  was  for  many' years 
a  leading  resident  of  Ansonia,  was  born  at  Hud- 
dersfield,  England,  Aug.  24,  1801.  a  son  of  James 
iMills,  and  came  to  this  country  about  1828,  locating 
.at  Little  Falls,  X.  J.  From  there  he  removed  to 
Newark,  N.  J.,  where  he  followed  the  blacksmith's 
trade  for  several  vears,  and  in  1843  he  removed- to 
Derbv,  Conn.,  being  there  employed  at  his  trade,  by 
Phelps,  Dodge  &  Co..  in  their  new  plant.  In  their 
employ  he  remained  forty-five  years,  removing  with 
them  to  Birmingham,  Conn.,  afterward  to  Ansonia, 
and  he  was  regarded  as  an  excellent  workman  in 
his  line.  On  going  to  Birmingham  he  moved  into 
the  second  house  built  there,  and  in  Ansonia  he  was 
also  one  of  the  first  settlers.  During  his  residence 
there  he  witnessed  the  development  of  Derby,  Shel- 
ton  and  Ansonia,  the  location  having  been  meta- 
morphosed from  a  farming  community  to  a  thriving 
business  and  manufacturing  center,  with  a  popula- 
tion of  more  than  20,000  people.  He  took  an  active 
part  in  town  affairs,  being  an  ardent  Republican  in 
politics,  and  he  was  prominent  in  fraternal  society 
work  as  a  member  of  the  L  O.  O.  F.  He  united 
with  the  Order  before  coming  to  this  countrv,  and 
continued  active  in  its  work  throughout  his  life, 
holding  every  office  in  the  local  branch.  In  re- 
ligious faith  he  was  a  ^lethodist.  and  he  served 
on  the  committee  for  locating  and  building  the  new 
church  at  Ansonia.  Hi.-  death  occurred  in  .\n- 
'^onia  Feb.  3,  1883.  Mr.  Mills  was  first  married,  in 
England,  Dec.  4,  1825,  to  Miss  Grace  Eastwood, 
who  was  born  Anril  2.  1805,  and  who  died  at  An- 
sonia in   1857,     By  this  marriage  he  had  ten  chil- 


dren, two  of  whom  are  still  living:  Mary  J-.  who 
married  J.  M.  Burrall,  of  W'aterbury;  and  George 
E.,  a  resident  of  W'allingford.  On  July  i,  i860, 
Mr.  Mills  married  Miss  Margaret  Ball,  who  sur- 
vives him,  and  by  this  union  lie  had  two  children: 
Thomas  P>..  mentioned  below  ;  and  Albert  E.,  who 
died  in  childhood. 

Mrs.  Margaret  (Ball)  Mills  still  resides  at  the 
family  homestead,  Xo.  185  Xorth  Main  street,  and 
is  highly  respected  in  the  community  for  her  philan- 
thropic work.  For  years  she  has  been  one  of  the 
active  members  of  the  Methodist  Church  of  An- 
sonia, having  been  in  entire  sympathy  with  her 
husband  in  his  religious  work,  and  for  some  time 
she  was  a  teacher  in  the  Sunday-school.  She  was 
born  in  Oldham,  England,  a  daughter  of  Joseph 
Ball  (2),  and  granddaughter  of  Joseph  Ball  (i),  a 
native  of  Manchester,  England.  Her  father, 'who 
was  a  mechanic,  came  to  America  in  1841,  locating 
in  Pennsylvania,  and  he  passed  away  in  Pottsville, 
that  state,  at  the  age  of  eighty  years.  Her  mother, 
Margaret  (Hargreaves),  a  native  of  Manchester, 
England,  and  a  devout  ^^lethodist,  died  at  the  age 
of  thirty-nine,  when  Mrs.  Mills,  who  is  the  only- 
survivor  of  eleven  children,  was  but  four  weeks 
old.  She  was  reared  in  England,  and  came  to 
America  at  the  age  of  twenty-five. 

Thomas  B.  Mills,  son  of  Thomas  and  Margaret 
(Ball)  Mills,  was  born  June  i8,  1861.  After  secur- 
ing a  common-school  education  he  learned  the  trade 
of  machinist,  and  became  one  of  the  most  valued 
employes  of  the  firm  of  Wallace  &  Sons.  His 
death,  which  occurred  June  20,  1891,  cut  short  a 
promising  career.  His  high  character  was  recog- 
nized in  the  community,  and  for  so  young  a  man 
he  held  an  influential  place  in  social  affairs,  and  in 
the  Republican  organization.  For  a  number  of 
years  he  served  as  an  active  fireman  in  Eagle  Hose 
Co..  X'o.  6,  and  on  many  occasions  he  showed 
marked  courage  in  the  discharge  of  his  duties.  As 
a  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  he 
took  a  prominent  part  in  the  Sunday-school  work 
and  Young  People's  ^ileetings.  Socially  he  was  a 
member  of  the  Order  of  Red  Men.  in  which  he  held 
office,  and  of  Xaugatuck  Lodge,  X'o.  63,  I.  O.  O.  F. 
At  the  age  of  twenty-two  he  had  passed  all  the 
chairs  in  the  latter  organization,  being  then  the 
youngest  noble  grand  ever  elected  to  that  office.  On 
April,  20,  1887,  Mr.  Mills  married  Miss  Estella  J. 
Hartley,  and  they  had  two  sons,  Paul  H.  and  Albert 
E.  Paul  died  at  the  age  of  seven  years  and  nine 
months ;  he  was  a  remarkably  bright  boy,  as  may  be 
judged  from  the  fact  that  his  favorite  reading  was 
biographies  of  Garfield,  Grant  and  Franklin. 

Mrs.  Estella  J.  Mills,  who  is  widely  known  as 
an  author,  was  born  May  5,  1864,  in  Westville,  X'ew 
Haven  Co.,  Conn.  She  completed  a  course  in  the 
Hillhouse  high  school,  at  Xew  Haven,  in  the  class 
of  1883,  with  the  intention  of  teaching.  Her  tastes 
and  abilities  inclined  to  business  life,  however,  and 
she  took  a  position  aj  bookkeeper  with  George  W. 
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Walker,  on  Main  street,  Ansonia,  remaining  tlirce 
and  one-half  years,  when  she  married  Thomas   D. 
Mills,  as  above  related.     In  1892  she  opened  a  store 
next  door  to  her  residence,  and  here  she  carries  a 
supply  of  dry-goods,  fancy  goods,  notions,  school   ' 
supplies  and  art  materials.     She  is  a  gifted  artist, 
and  has  done  notable  work  in  oil  and  on  china,  but 
her  literary  efforts  have  met  with  such  success  as  to 
indicate  that  the  pen  is  her  best  medium   for  ex- 
pression.    At  the  close   of   her   last   year   at   high 
school  she  wrote  the  class  song,  and  was  chosen 
class  poet.     In  all  she  has  written  over  150  poems. 
A    large    volume,    "Storm    Swept,"    published    by 
James  11.  Earle,  of  Boston,  has  been  widely  sold. 
Her  sympathy  with   reforms   of  all  kinds  has  led 
her  into  public  life,  and   in    1893   she  was   elected 
to  the  board  of  education,  being  the  first  woman  in 
the  State  to  be  chosen  for  that  office.     In  1896  she 
was  re-elected,  for  another  term  of  three  years,  and 
since  March,  1894,  she  has  served  as  school  visitor. 
Mrs.  Mills  is  an  active  member  of  the  W.  C.  T.  U., 
the  Daughters  of  Liberty,  the  Order  of  the  Golden 
Cross,  the  Woman's  Relief  Corps,  and  she  and  her 
mother   both    belong    to    the    Ells-Wood    Rebekah 
Lodge,  Xo.  9,  in  which  she  has  held  different  of- 
fices, including  that  of  secretary.     In  religious  faith 
she   is   a   Methodist,    and    she    formerly    taught    in 
the  Sunday-school.     Her  family  has  been  identified 
with  Xew  Haven  for  many  years,  and  her  father 
(William  Hartley)  and  grandfather  (Henry  Hart- 
ley) were  prominent  in  business  circles  in  that  citv. 
Henry  Hartley,  who  died  in  New  Haven  in  1S13, 
aged    forty-seven   years,   was    born    in     !Manches- 
ter,  England,  and  after  coming  to  America  gained  a 
wide  reputation  for  skill  as  an  architect  and  build- 
er, and  carried  on  a  large  business  in  bridge-build- 
ing and  other  branches  of  engineering.  Many  of  the 
large  buildings  and  bridges  of  this  section — includ- 
ing some  of  the  Yale  College  buildings — were  con- 
structed under  his  direction,  and  for  building  pur- 
poses he  ordered  stone  from  Portland,  Conn.  William 
Hartley  was  born  and  reared  in  New  Haven,  and 
for  three  years  attended  Yale  College.     He  taught 
school  in  North  Haven,  and  later  became  a  civil  en- 
gineer of  marked  ability.     In  1850  he  published  a 
map  of  New  Haven,  and  he  served  some  years  as 
deputy  surveyor  general :  he  also  made  the  survey 
for  the  first  sewer  laid  in  the  city  of  New  Haven. 
During  the  Civil  war  he  enlisted  in  the  27th  Conn. 
V.  I.,  which  regiment  was  first  assigned  to  the  2d 
Army   Corps    under     Gen.    Hancock,    and    for    six 
months  he  served  as  topographical  engineer  of  the 
Engineer    Corps.     Mr.     Hartley    was    in     several 
battles    including   Fredericksburg,    and    at    Gettys- 
burg he  was  surgeon's  assistant  in  the  ambulance 
corps.     He  died  in  New  Haven  Aug.  16,  1877,  at 
the  age  of  seventy-two,  and  was  buried  with  Ma- 
sonic honors,  having  been  a  member  of  the  F.  & 
A.  M.  for  years.     His  widow,  who  in  her  maiden- 
hood was  Jane  E.  Barnctt,  now  resides  in  Ansonia. 
She  is  a  native  of  New  Hartford,  was  reared  at 


\Vestville.  this  countv,  and  v/as  married,  first,  in 
1842,  to  William  L.  Bliss,  son  of  the  Hon.  Abel 
Bliss,  of  W'ilbraham,  Mass.  By  this  marriage  she 
had  one  child,  now  deceased.  By  her  marriage 
with  William  Hartley  she  had  five  children,  two 
sons  and  one  daughter  dying  in  infancy.  Estella 
J.  is  the  widow  of  Thomas  B.  Mills.  Lillian  C, 
who  was  two  years  her  senior,  married  Henry  O. 
Coon,  and  died  June  5,  1900;  she  is  survived  by 
her  husband  and  three  children.  Glen  H.,  Jeanette 
E.  and  William  O.  William  Hartley  first  married 
Rebecca  Thorpe,  of  North  Haven,  and  their  son,. 
William  H.,  Jr.,  made  the  first  survey  of  Pike's 
Peak,  and  the  first  survey  and  map  of  Denver, 
Colo.  He  accompanied  John  Brown  in  his  first 
encounter  with  the  border  ruffians,  and  fired  the  first 
shot  in  the  first  engagement.  Brown  saying  "Let 
Hartley  fire  first,  for  he's  the  best  shot  among  us." 
A  daughter  bv  the  first  marriage,  ]Mrs.  Adelaide 
(Hartley)    Merz,  resides  in  North  Haven. 

In  her  mother's  line  INIrs.  Estella  J.  Mills  is  de- 
scended from  Jabez  Barnett,  an  Englishman,  who 
was  among  the  first  settlers  in  New  Haven.     His 
son,    Jeremiah,    great-grandfather    of    Mrs.    Mills, 
kept  a  tavern  on  what  is  now  Armstrong's  Wharf, 
in  New  Haven,  and  also  followed  the  cooper's  trade, 
being  extensively  engaged  in  manufacturing  barrels 
for  "the    West    Indies.     Rev.    Eli    Barnett,    grand- 
father  of   Mrs.    Mills,   was,   at   the   age   of   fifteen 
vears,    apprenticed   to   the   shoemaker's    trade,   but 
feeling  a  strong  call  to  the  ministry,  he  educated 
himself  by  privlite  study  in  his  evenings  and  early 
mornings.     During  his  years  of  active  service  he 
preached  the  Gospel  from  Canada  to  Long  Island 
Sound,  the  earliest  portion  of  his  work  being  done 
on  the  IMiddletown  circuit.     He  died  in  New  Haven 
in  1878,  at  the  age  of  eighty-six.     On  Jan.  6,  1822^ 
he  married  for  his  second  wife,  Betsey  Tabor,  of 
Shelburne  Point,  \'t.,  and  they  had  three  children, 
two  of  whom  are  living:     Mrs.  Jane  E.  Hartley,  of 
Ansonia:  and  Airs.  Betsey  A.  Cowap,  of  Danville. 
111.     The   third   daughter,'  r^Iiss   Ellen   C.   Barnett. 
a  writer  of  note,  died  in  1886.     The  Tabors  are  a 
well-known     family    in     New    England,   and    Mt. 
Tabor  in  \'ermont  was  named   for  them.     Betsey 
Tabor  was  a  daughter  of  ^.lajor  John  and  Jemima 
(Trowbridge)    Tabor,   the    former   of   whom   was 
born- in   1766,  at  Princeton,  R.  I.,  and  became  a 
pioneer  settler  at  Shelburne,  Vt.,  where  he  died  in 
1813.     His  title  of  Major  was  gained  by  his  service 
in  the  militia. 

AUGUSTUS  HALL  BARTHOLOMEW,  de- 
ceased. The  Bartholomew  family,  of  which  Au- 
gustus Hall  Bartholomew,  of  Wallingford,  was  a 
descendant,  has  a  record  which  is  a  credit  to  New 
England.  The  first  of  the  name  to  come  to  these 
shores  was  William  Bartholomew,  son  of  William, 
of  Burford,  England,  who  was  educated  in  Bur- 
ford,  was  chaplain  to  King  Charles,  became  sub- 
dean  of  Westminster,  and  upon  his  marriage  with 
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Ann  Lord  came  to  America  in  the  ship  "GritTin," 
arriving  in  lioston  in  1634.  In  1654  he  with 
others  was  granted  the  privilege  of  trading  witli 
visiting  vessels.     He  died  at  Charlestown  in   1683. 

William  Bartholomew  (2).  son  of  the  emigrant, 
born  in  1646  in  Ipswich,  married  Mary  Johnson,  a 
daughter  of  the  Capt.  Johnson  who  had  the  title  of 
surveyor  to  the  King's  armies  in  America.  William 
was  a  carpenter,  and  followed  his  trade  in  Rox- 
bury,  later  moving  to  Branford,  Conn.,  where  he 
built  a  mill.     He  died  in  Woodstock. 

Andrew  Bartholomew,  son  of  AVilliam,  was  born 
in  Roxbury  in  1670,  and  married  Hannah  Frisbie. 
of  Branford,  who  died  in  1741.  As  manager  of 
his  father's  mill  in  Branford  he  continued  until  the 
death  of  his  father,  when,  in  association  with  his 
brother  Benjamin,  he  engaged  in  farming  very  ex- 
tensively, removing  in  1727  to  \\'aIlingford,  where 
he   spent   the    remainder   of   his    life,   dying   about 

1754- 

Joseph  Bartholomew,  the  ninth  in  the  family  of 
Andrew,  was  born  in  Branford  in  1721,  and  married 
Marj-  Sexton  in  Wallingford.  At  the  time  of  his 
death  he  owned  large  tracts  of  land  in  the  south- 
eastern part  of  Wallingford.  near  the  Branford  line, 
and  was  a  lieutenant  of  militia. 

Isaac  Bartholomew,  son  of  Joseph,  born  in  1748 
in  Wallingford,  first  married  Martha  Morse,  his 
second  marriage  being  to  Demaris  Hall.  His  death 
occurred  in  1821.  Isaac  was  a  large  farmer,  own- 
ing the  land  which  now  constitutes  the  homesteid 
in  Wallingford.  In  1793  there  was  made  a  record 
telling  that  Harvey  and  Ruth  Stephens,  of  Walling- 
ford, deeded  to  Demaris.  wife  of  Isaac  Barthol- 
omew, for  love  and  affection,  a  farm  in  Walling- 
ford. Their  children  numbered  nine,  the  sixth  cf 
the  family  being  Ira,  the  father  of  our  subject. 

Ira  Bartholomew  was  born  on  the  homestead  in 
1788,  and  Oct.  i,  1816.  married  Eunice  Hall,  who 
was  born  in  1794,  a  daughter  of  x\ugustus  and 
Parmelia  Hall.  Their  children  were:  (i)  Au- 
gustus Hall  was  born  Sept.  20.  1817.  (2)  Fred- 
erick. (3)  Sarah  E.  married  Samuel  M.  Cook, 
and  became  the  mother  of  three  children — John  A. 
Cook,  of  Wallingford;  Frank,  deceased;  and  Abba, 
Mrs.  Samuel  E.  Hopkins,  of  Xaugatuck,  Conn.  (4) 
Abby  Ann  in  185 1  married  Elisha  M.  Pomeroy. 
Mr.  Bartholomew  received  a  liberal  education,  and 
followed  farming  all  his  life  on  the  homestead  at 
East  Farms,  where  he  built  the  house  in  1850. 
Well  known  and  highly  respected,  he  was  also  noted 
for  his  industry,  working  unceasingly  all  his  life. 
He  owned  at  the  time  of  his  death  125  acres  of 
valuable  land.  First  a  Whig,  then  a  Republican, 
he  served  in  many  of  the  town  offices,  was  a  select- 
man, and  a  correct  and  estimable  member  of  the 
Congregational  Church.  He  passed  away  at  the 
age  of  sixty-three  years. 

Our  immediate  subject  was  born  on  the  old 
homestead  Sept.  20.  18 17,  attended  the  district 
school,  and  was  also  sent  to  the  best  select  schools 


in  Fairhaven  and  Meriden.  Later  he  engaged  lu 
teaching  in  Durham,  Meriden  and  Wallingford,  bu: 
returned  to  the  farm  and  remained  the  comfort  cf 
his  parents'  declining  years.  Upon  their  decease 
he  took  charge  of  the  farm,  continuing  there  until 
1882,  and  making  many  desirable  improvements. 
He  became  known  as  a  successful  farmer  and 
stock  raiser,  and  also  was  one  of  the  first  in  the 
section  to  make  a  success  of  raising  tobacco.  For 
the  last  eighteen  years  of  his  life  he  resided  ia 
Wallingford,  where  he  erected  a  fine,  modern  brick 
residence,  at  a  cost  of  $8,000. 

The  first  marriage  of  our  subject  took  place  Jan. 
ir,  1846,  to  Mary  K.  Cook,  a  daughter  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  George  Cook ;  the  latter  first  married  Ralph 
Pomeroy.     One  child  was  born  to  this  union,  Ed- 
ward,   who    passed    away    in    infancy.     Mrs.    Bar- 
tholomew died  in  1848.     In  1850  Mr.  Bartholomew 
was  married  to  Mary  E..  daughter  of  Enos  Camp, 
I  the  cliildren  of    this  union  being:     Elizabeth   M.. 
born  in  1851.  married  Hiram  X.  Childs,  of  Hanover. 
1   X.  H.,  by  whom  she  had  two  children.  Bertha  and 
I   Lena :  her  second  marriage  was  to  Alexander  Ham- 
ilton.    Emma  Jane  died  young.     James  D.  married 
i  Anna  Chandler,  and  had  two  children,  Harry  and 
j  Ethel.     William  H.,  born  in   1857,  married  Lillian 
!  Andrews,  and  lives  on  the  homestead.     Charles  F., 
I  born  in  1859,  married  Carrie  Crook,  and  has  three 
j  children.  Augustus,  Dale  and  Delius. 
j  Air.    Bartholomew    was    formerlv    an    Old-line 

;  Whig,  but  later  became  an  ardent  Republican,  and 
he  held  many  offices  of  the  town;  was  selectman; 
served  some  years  on  the  board  of  relief;  for  eight 
years  was  the  efficient  assessor ;  and  was  a  member 
of  the  school  board.     A  kind  and  generous  man, 
he  was  one  of  the  most  highly  esteemed  men  of 
j  Wallingford,  where  his   death,  on  Aug.   25,    1900, 
I  was  sincerely  mourned.     A  member  of  the  Congre- 
i   gational    Church,   he   ever    lived    according  to   its 
1  teachings,  and  was  a  cheerful  and  liberal  supporter 
of  all  benevolent  and  charitable  enterprises.     Liv- 
ing up  to  the  Golden  Rule,  kind  to  the  poor  and 
generous   to   the   unfortunate,    setting   an    example 
through   life   of   industry   and    sobriety,   Air.    Bar- 
;  tholomew    lived   up    to    what    must   be   considered 
j  the  height  of  good  citizenship. 

i         AIILES  BLACKSTOXE  (deceased)  was  in  his 
lifetime  a  prominent  representative  of  the  agricul- 
tural interests  of  the  town  of  Branford,  where  he- 
1   was   born   April    i,    1806,   and   where   he   made   art 
i  eminent  success  of  his  career.     Industry,  economy 
i   and  unswerving  integrity  marked  all  his  life,  and 
as  the  years  passed  his  sterling  worth  and  genuine 
manhood  were  more  and  more  appreciated. 
j  Miles    Blackstone   was   a   son   of   Timothy   and 

Margaret  (Goodrich)  Blackstone,  and  his  paternal 
grandfather  was  John  Blackstone,  who  was  a  s^n 
of  John  Blackstone,  and  a  grandson  of  that  John 
Blackstone  who  settled  in  Branford  about  1717,  and 
was    a    son    of    Rev.    Williain     Blackstone.     That 
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eminent  worthy  of  tlie  early  days  was  a  graduate 
of  Emanuel  CoUeije,  at  Canihridjje,  England,  and 
was  among  the  first  settlers  of  Boston,  where  he 
was  made  a  freeman  in  iCiji. 

Timothy  Blackstor.e.  father  of  Miles,  was  a 
leading  farmer  in  Uranford,  where  he  died  at  the 
advanced  age  of  eight\-eight.  To  him  and  his  wife 
were  born  the  following  children :  Eunice,  who 
married  Charles  Harrison;  James,  who  married 
Sarah  Beach  ;  Grace,  who  married  Andrew  Hcipson  ; 
Willis,  who  married  Lucinda  Hoadley ;  Samuel ; 
Nancy ;  and  ^liles. 

Miles  Blackstone  was  reared  in  Branford,  and 
as  he  grew  to  manhood  became  deeply  interested 
in  farming,  which  was  his  life  occupation.  He  was 
a  hard-working  and  industrious  man,  and  alive  to 
all  new  and  progressive  methods  of  agriculture.  He 
married  Lois  Robinson,  daughter  of  Linus  and  Re- 
becca (Hobart)  Robinson,  and  a  granddaugh.ter  of 
Mason  Hobart.  one  of  the  pioneers  in  the  settle- 
ment of  firanford.  The  Roljinsons  were  also  a  well- 
Icnown  family  there.  To  this  union  were  born  five 
children :  Elizur,  who  died  when  two  years  old ; 
Betsey  J. ;  Edwin  E.,  a  farmer,  who  died  at  the  age 
of  58,  unmarried :  Grace  R.,  who  married  William 
H.  Warner;  and  Miss  Sarah,  who  died  aged  thirty- 
one.  Mr.  Blackstone  was  a  most  unassuming  and 
modest  gentleman  of  the  Old  School,  with  a  kindly 
heart,  and  was  greatly  honored  and  respected  in 
the  community  in  which  he  lived. 

In  his  religious  relations  he  was  strongly  at- 
tached to  the  Episcopal  Church,  where  he  habitual- 
ly attended  and  to  which  he  contributed  liberally. 
In  politics  he  was  an  intelligent  and  broad-minded 
Republican,  much  devoted  to  the  good  of  the  com- 
munity, and  an.xious  to  jtromote  bv  his  vote  the 
prosperity  of  his  country.   He  died  March  29,  1875. 

GEORGE  HOADLEY,  who  is  now  living  re- 
tired in  Branford,  belongs  to  an  old  and  distin- 
guished family  of  Connecticut,  whose  members  in 
dififerent  generations  have  been  conspicuous  in  the 
various  fields  of  action  in  which  they  have  been 
engaged. 

The  record  of  this  branch  of  the  Hoadley  fam- 
ily begins  with  William  Hoadley,  who  was  born  in 
England  about  1630,  and  was  a  resident  of  Say- 
brook,  Corn.,  as  early  as  1663.  In  1666  he  bought 
property  in  Branford.  and  engaged  in  mercantile 
business.  His  name  first  apjiear;  in  the  Branford 
Covenant  in  1667,  and  he  was  made  a  freeman  of 
the  Colonv  in  1669.  He  was  one  of  tlie  deputies 
from  Branford  at  nine  sessions  of  the  Assembly 
between  1678  and  1685:  was  one  of  the  patentees 
of  the  town  in  1685;  between  ifiJT,  and  1690  was 
one  of  the  Felectmen  for  the  town;  in  i''i83  was  ap- 
pointed to  keep  the  ordinary  in  Branford  :  was  one 
of  the  grand  jurors  at  the  court  held  in  Xew  Ha- 
ven in  June,  1688;  and  was  one  of  a  committee  ap- 
pointed in  1686  to  make  application  to  the  General 
Court  at  Hartford  for  liberty  for  the  town  to  form 
itself  into  a  church  estate.     He  was  a  slaveholder. 


and  owned  at  his  death  a  mulatto  maid  and  an  In- 
dian boy.  His  estate  was  valued  at  more  than  five 
thousand  dollars.     William  Hoadley  died  in   1709. 

Abraham  Hoadley,  son  of  William,  died  in 
Branford  July  14,  174S.  at  an  advanced  age.  He 
was  made  a  freeman  of  Branford  in  1702,  and  was 
a  farmer.  Elizaljeth  (Maltby),  his  wife,  was  the 
daughter  of  Capt.  William  Maltby. 

Abel  Hoadley.  son  of  Abraham  and  Elizabeth 
t Maltby)  HoatUey.  was  born  in  Branford,  Dec.  24, 
1705,  and  tiled  in  iVugust.  1734.  His  wife's  name 
was  Martha.  He  was  a  farmer  in  the  Damascus 
District. 

Isaac  Hoadley,  son  of  Abel  and  Martha  Hoadley, 
was  born  in  Branford  in  Decemijer,  172S,  and  died 
Jan.  21,  1812.  Elizabeth  (Blackstone),  his  wife, 
daughter  of  Capt.  John  and  Elizabeth  (Foote) 
Blackstone,  was  noted  among  the  women  of  her 
time  for  her  domestic  skill.  Isaac  Hoadley  was  a 
carpenter  by  trade,  inherited  his  father's  farm,  and 
became  a  very  prosperous  resident  of  the  Damascus 
District.  He  was  a  prominent  member  of  Trinity 
Episcopal  Cluirch. 

Abel  Hoadley.  son  of  Isaac  and  Elizabeth  Hoad- 
ley. was  born  in  Branford  Oct.  i,  1764,  and  died 
March  29,  1845.  He  married  Lucinda  Bradley, 
daughter  of  Timothy  and  Sarah  ( Goodsell)  Brad- 
le} .  of  Branford.  and  they  had  children:  Martha, 
who  married  Deming  Hoadley ;  Isaac ;  Samuel ; 
Ralph ;  Sally  S..  who  married  James  Harrison ;  Lu- 
cinda. who  married  Wyllys  Blackstone;  Harvey; 
Harriet,  who  married  John  Gordon ;  and  Ammi. 
Abel  Hoadley  was  a  farmer  in  the  Damascus  Dis- 
trict, and  was  selectman  and  constable  for  many 
years. 

Isaac  Hoadley,  father  of  our  subject,  married 
Laura'  Tyler,  daughter  of  Solomon  and  Dorcas 
(Fisk)  Tyler,  the  former  a  farmer  of  Branford. 
Isaac  Hoadley  was  a  sailor  in  early  life,  and  then 
engaged  in  farming.  He  died  on  the  farm  now 
occupied  by  his  son  George,  Oct.  10,  1825,  at  the 
earh  age  of  thirty-five  years.  His  children  were 
George,  Anna  Tyler  and  Charles  E.  The  last 
named  married  Elizabeth  Gunn.  a  native  of  Georgia, 
and  a  daughter  of  James  and  Elizabeth  Gunn.  and 
thev  had  four  children:  Laura,  who  is  the  wife  of 
R.  T.  Humphrey;  Susan  D..  who  married  J.  Edwin 
Towner,  and  died  in  }*Iarch.  1897  (she  had  three 
children,  Anna  P..  who  died  July  2J.  iSqc).  :Merle 
E.  and  Laura  E. )  :  .M.  Georgia,  who  died  Jan.  21, 
1884;  and  Edna  J.  Charles  E.  Hoadley  was  a 
merchant  in  Fredonia,  Ala.,  where  his  children  were 
all  born.  He  returned  East  in  1866,  and  his  wife 
died  Oct.  11,  1867.     He  died  Oct.  22,  1878. 

George  Hoadley,  whose  name  introduces  this 
article,  was  born  Feb.  14,  1814,  in  the  house  he  now 
occupies,  and  was  reared  on  the  old  homestead — 
where  he  vet  resides.  The  house  in  which  he  lives 
is  over  one  hundred  years  old.  In  the  sitting-room 
is  one  of  the  old  "grandfather's"  clocks,  made  in 
England,  ])robably  more  than  two  hundred  years 
old,  and  which  still  keeps  good  time.     Mr.  Hoadley 
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worked  at  the  carpenter's  trade  from  the  time  he 
was  seventeen  years  old  until  he  was  forty-one. 
when  he  engajii^ed  in  farming^.  At  the  present  time 
liis  health  is  practicallv  as  p-ood  as  it  was  twenty 
vcars  ago.  For  his  age.  eighty-seven,  he  is  one 
of  the  most  vigorous  and  satisfactory  specimens  of 
niaiihood  to  be  found  anywhere,  hale  and  hearty. 
and  able  to  "hustle"  in  a  fashion  which  many 
vounger  men  might  envy.  Mr.  Hoadley  attends  the 
Congregational  Church,  and  politically  is  a  Demo-  '■ 
crat.     He  has  never  married.  j 

MRS.  HENRY  T.  (NICHOLS)  WIRTH,  for 
many  years  one  of  Ansonia's  social  leaders,  was  a 
member  of  an  old  and  honored  family  of  that  sec- 
tion, her  ancestors  having  been  pioneers  of  Oxford, 
l-'rancis  Nichols,  her  great-great-grandfather,  pur- 
chased land  there  in  1743.  the  title  passing  to  him 
from  a  Quaker  who  had  bought  it  from  the  Indians, 
and  his  remaining  years  were  spent  there. 

Sergt.  Isaac  Nichols,  the  next  in  the  line  of  de- 
scent, was  born  and  reared  on  the  old  homestead  in 
■Oxford,  and  became  a  farmer  by  occupation.  His 
military  title  was  gained  by  service  in  the  militia 
and  his  sword  was  prized  by  Mrs.  Wirth  as  a  relic 
of  the  early  times.  In  1769  he  married  Abigail 
Lyman,  daughter  of  Rev.  Jonathan  Lyman,  the 
first  Congregational  minister  at  Oxford,  and  their 
family  consisted  of  four  children.  Sergt.  Isaac 
<lied  March  5,  1805,  aged  fifty-seven  years,  while 
liis  wife  lived  to  the  age  of  eighty-four,  i 

Russell  I".  Nichols,  Mrs.  Wirth's  grandfather. 
was  born  in  1772  at  the  homestead,  where  he  spent 
his  life  engaged  in  farming,  and  his  death  occurred 
there  in  1849.  h'or  many  years  he  was  a  prominent 
worker  in  the  Episcopal  Church.  He  married 
Nabby  Riggs,  a  native  of  Oxford,  and  a  daughter 
•of  John  Riggs,  and  they  had  four  children,  among 
whom   was  a   son   r.enjamin.  ; 

Benjamin  Nichols,  father  of  ^Irs.  Wirth.  was 
born  in  Oxford,  and  grew  to  manhood  on  the  old 
farm,  receiving  a  common-school  education,  which 
he  supplemented  by  a  generous  course  of  reading 
in  later  years.  For  a  time  he  conducted  the  home- 
stead, which  contained  280  acres,  but  in  1882  he 
removed  to  Ansonia  and  built  a  home  near  ]Mrs. 
^\  irth's  late  residence.  Subsequently  he  purchased 
'he  site  of  her  home,  but  he  did  little  active  busi- 
ness in  his  later  years  except  probate  work,  his 
SI  unci  judgment,  uprightness  and  ripe  experience 
vansmg  him  to  be  frequently  called  upon  to  settle 
folates.  For  some  time  he  was  a  director  in  the 
r.irmingham  National  Bank.  He  enjoyed  in  a 
marked  degree  the  confidence  of  the  people,  and 
was  pmminent  in  political  life  as  a  member  of  the 
Democratic  party.  He  was  first  selectman  of  Ox- 
f(ird  during  the  Civil  war.  and  had  control  of  the 
funds  for  hiring  substitutes.  In  186 — .  1872  and 
1875  lie  served  as  representative,  and  in  1876  he 
was  chosen  State  senator,  being  one  of  very  few 
men  wlio  were  elected  to  that  oififice  from  the  town 


of  Oxford.  In  1864  he  united  with  ^vlorning  Star 
Lodge,  F.  &  A.  M.,  at  Seymour,  and  later  he  be- 
came a  charter  member  of  L'nion  Chapter,  R.  A.  M., 
at  Ansonia.  He  held  $2,000  insurance  in  the  Ma- 
sonic Benefit  Association,  and  in  his  will  left  $i.ooo| 
to  the  Masons'  Home  at  Wallingford.  He  also  lefti 
$3,000  to  the  Episcopal  Church  at  Quaker  I''arms,j 
the  interest  to  be  used  for  the  proper  care  of  the 
two  cemeteries,  for  the  insurance  of  the  church,  and, 
if  any  remained,  for  other  purposes  of  the  church. 
Mr.  Nichols  married  ^linerva  Tomlinson,  who  was 
born  at  \'olney.  near  Castleton,  Vt.,  and  was  one 
of  a  family  of  eight  children.  Her  father.  Trum.ui 
Tomlinson.  was  a  native  of  Oxford,  and  gassed 
many  years  in  that  locality  as  a  farmer  and  black- 
smith, dying  there.  Her  mother.  Nancy  Perry, 
was  the  daughter  of  Telverton  and  Patience  Perry, 
and  died  aged  seventy-eight  years. 

Mrs.  Wirth.  who  was  the  only  child  of  Benjamin 
and  Minerva  Nichols,  was  born  in  Oxford,  and  re- 
mained at  the  homestead  until  she  reached  the  age 
of  nineteen.  In  October.  1862.  she  married  George 
A.  Tomlinson.  a  native  of  Oxford,  son  of  George 
Tomlinson,  who  was  born  at  Quaker  Farms.  His 
grandfather.  David  Tomlinson,  a  native  of  Wood- 
bury, was  a  farmer  and  merchant  of  Quaker  Farms, 
where  he  died  in  1822.  In  1818  he  was  elected 
State  senator.  George  Tomlinson.  the  father  of 
George  A.,  passed  his  entire  life  in  Oxford,  and 
died  in  1859.  aged  fifty-nine.  He  married  Eliza 
Judson.  daughter  of  Wells  Judson,  a  leading  resi- 
dent of  Quaker  Farms,  and  his  wife  Ruth  (Wil- 
cox ) .  who  was  born  in  Scuthbury,  and  died  at 
Quaker  Farms,  at  the  age  of  forty  years.  George 
A.  Tomlinson  was  one  of  a  family  of  three  chil- 
dren:  his  sister.  Marietta  A.,  wife  of  Smith  B. 
Glover,  now  resides  in  Newtown.  As  a  boy  George 
A.  Tomlinson  became  familiar  with  farm  work, 
but  finding  it  uncongenial  he  studied  dentistry  in 
Hartford.  Deciding  finally  to  engage  in  mercantile 
business,  he  located  at  Ansonia  in  1870.  and  opened 
a  news  and  toy  store,  which  he  conducted  success- 
fully for  a  few  years.  He  was  highly  respected 
in  the  community.  In  1891  he  built  the  handsome 
residence  at  No.  301  Wakelee  avenue.  Ansonia,  oc- 
cupied by  Mrs.  Wirth  until  her  death,  and  he  died 
that  vear,  at  the  age  of  fifty-nine.  He  was  a  man 
of  literarv  tastes.  For  a  number  of  years  he  served 
as  secretarv  of  George  Washington  Lodge,  F. 
&  A.  M. 

In  April,  1896.  Mrs.  Tomlinson  married  Henry 
P.  Wirth,  who  was  born  at  Frankfort-on-the-Mam, 
Germany,  the  son  of  Louis  and  Mary  Ann  (}klenck  ) 
Wirth,  who  owned  a  large  hotel  there.  Before 
coming  to  this  country  Mr.  Wirth  was  a  salesman 
for  wholesale  mercantile  houses,  and  was  engaged 
several  years  in  that  line  in  Russia.  He  was  em- 
ployed for  a  long  time  in  the  Farrell  foundry,  and 
later  proved  himself  a  successful  salesman  by  dis- 
posing of  2.000  copies  of  "Grant's  Memoirs 
selling  many  other  publications. 
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Mrs.  Wirth  was  an  able  business  woman,  tak- 
ing- keen  interest  in  the  manasjement  of  her  estate, 
and  not  long  before  her  death  she  purchased  a  large 
tract  of  land  with  five  houses  near  her  home,  in 
order  to  protect  her  beautiful  grounds  from  in- 
trusion. In  the  house  are  to  be  found  many  in- 
teresting and  valuable  relics  of  the  past,  one  room, 
which  she  called  her  "Curiosity  Shop,"  being  en- 
tirely devoted  to  heirlooms.  Among  a  large  num- 
ber received  from  lier  motlierare  rare  spwons  and 
pieces  of  valuable  plate,  from  fifty  to  one  hundred 
and  fifty  years  old,  and  a  gold  and  silver  tea  set 
presented  the  mother  on  her  wedding  day.  Excel- 
lent portraits  of  both  her  mother  and  father  occupy 
places  of  honor  in  the  house,  testifying  to  her  filial 
reverence  and  devotion.  She  contributed  liberally 
to  the  support  of  Christ  Church,  Quaker  Farms, 
and  left  in  her  will  $2,000  for  the  same  purpose  as 
her  father's  bequest;  also  83,200  to  St.  Peters 
Church,  in  Oxford,  and  $3,200  to  the  Congregation- 
al Church  in  Oxford,  the  interest  to  be  used  to  put 
the  cemeteries  in  the  best  of  order  and  keep  them 
so  at  all  times.  She  made  many  other  bequests 
for  the  benefit  of  the  public.  r^Irs.  Wirth  was  prom- 
inent in  many  lines  of  social  activity,  including  the 
work  of  the  D.  A.  R..  in  which  she  held  membership 
by  right  of  descent  from  John  Riggs.  She  passed 
away  Xov.  6,  1900,  and  her  death  was  sincerely 
mourned  among  a  wide  circle  of  friends  and  ac- 
quaintances. 

ERASMUS  D.  KETCHAM  is  one  of  the  older 
citizens  of  \\'aterbury,  and  holds  a  responsible  posi- 
tion in  the  industrial  life  of  that  city.  He  is  a 
plain,  straightforward  man  of  good  habits,  and  pos- 
sessing an  intimate  knowledge  of  his  business, 
commanding  at  once  the  confidence  of  his  employers 
and  the  respect  of  the  community. 

Mr.  Ketcham  was  born  in  the  town  of  Perinton, 
Monroe  Co.,  X.  Y.,  Jan.  23,  1838,  son  of  John  V.  N. 
Ketcham.  a  native  of  Rensselaer  county,  that  state. 
Joseph  Ketcliam,  the  grandfather  of  Erasmus  D., 
came  from  the  eastern  part  of  the  State,  and  was  a 
farmer  in  Rensselaer  county.  He  married  a  ^Miss 
Van  Xess,  and  they  had  twelve  children :  Morgan, 
a  farmer  in  St.  Joseph  county.  Mich. ;  Daniel,  a 
farmer  in  ^lonroe  county  ;  John  V.  X".,  already  men- 
tioned ;  Cornelius,  a  farmer  of  Oswego  county,  X. 
Y. ;  William,  a  fanner  and  an  influential  politician 
in  Ontario  county,  X.  Y. ;  Joseph,  a  farmer  in  Alon- 
roe  county,  where  he  is  yet  living;  ^lelvin,  a  miner 
and  speculator  in  California;  ^larvin,  a  IMonroc 
county  farmer ;  Elidie,  who  married  Jacob  Van 
Ness,  a  farmer  of  !ilonroe  county :  Phoebe,  wdio 
married  a  ^Nlr.  Porter,  and  later  a  ]\Ir.  Washburn, 
a  farmer  of  Ontario  county ;  Sally,  wife  of  Mr. 
Mosher,  a  mechanic ;  and  Angeline,  wife  of  John 
Aldrich,  a  farmer  in  ^vlonroe  county. 

John  v.  X.  Ketcham  was  a  farmer  by  occupation. 
He  married  ^liss  Alma  J.  Tedman.  a  native  of 
Wayne  county,  X'.  Y.,  and  a  daughter  of  Robert 


Tedman,  a  farmer,  and  a  native  of  Connecticut. 
After  marriage  Mr.  Ketcham  and  his  wife  settled 
on  a  farm  in  Monroe  county,  where  they  reared  a 
family  of  five  children :  Erasmus  D. ;  ]\Iary  S.,  de- 
ceased, who  married  Joseph  Xellest,  a  farmer  in 
Niagara  county,  X.  Y. ;  Charlotte  A.,  who  married 
Burt  Rowley,  a  farmer  in  Ontario  county,  N.  Y. ; 
Arabella,  who  married  Homer  Foote,  a  farmer  in 
Xiagara  county,  X'.  Y. ;  and  Franklin  I.,  a  farmer, 
who  lives  on  the  old  homestead.  Mr.  Ketcham 
passed  away  in  1886.  Airs.  Ketcham  is  still  living 
at  the  advanced  age  of  eighty-three. 

Erasmus  D.  Ketcham  spent  his  boyhood  and 
youth  on  the  farm  in  Alonroe  county,  N.  Y.,  at- 
tending the  old  district  school,  and  also  enjoying 
the  advantages  of  a  year  at  an  academy  and  a  term 
at  a  business  college.  In  1872.  then  in  the  prime 
of  life,  he  came  to  Waterbury  to  take  the  position 
he  holds  to-day,  and  which  he  has  filled  so  accept- 
ably in  all  the  intervening  years,  that  of  foreman 
of  the  yard,  or  outdoor  foreman  for  the  Scovili 
Alanufacturing  Co.  As  foreman  of  the  outdoor 
work  of  this  company-  he  is  reliable  and  attentive 
to  the  interests  of  his  employers,  and  careful  and 

,  considerate  of  the  needs  of  the  men  under  his 
direction. 

Mr.  Ketcham  and  Miss  Caroline  B.  Webster 
were  married  Jan.  10,  1881.  Airs.  Ketcham  is  a 
native  of   Waterbury,   daughter  of  Truman   Web- 

j  ster,  a  mason  of  that  city.  Two  children  have  been 
bom  to  this  union,  Truman  J.  and  Earl  D.     Mr. 

.   Ketcham  is  a  Republican,  and  a  reliable  and  hon- 

j  ored  citizen.  His  face  is  a  familiar  sight  in  the 
assembly    halls    of    Xosahogan    Lodge,    Xo.    21, 

.  I.  O.  O.  F.,  and  he  is  much  interested  in 
the  workings  of  that  noble  order.  The  Ketcham 
family  attend  the  Congregational  Church. 

LEOXIDAS  W.  ALLIXG  (deceased)  was  born 
I  in  Orange,  Xew  Haven  county,  Feb.  23,  1840,  the 
sixth  child  in  the  family  of  Charles  W.  and  Lucy 
(Booth)   Ailing,  who  are  mentioned  elsewhere. 

Mr.  Ailing  spent  his  boyhood,  after  attendance 
at  the  district  school  (and  during  that  time  as  well), 
assisting  his  father  in  the  latter's  woolen  mill,  a 
moderate  business  and  large  family  necessitating 
contribution  to  the  general  fund  on  the  part  of  the 
sons  as  well  as  of  the  father.  Yet  his  intuitive  in- 
clination was  toward  a  higher  education,  and  his 
father  was  willing  to  gratify  the  boy's  natural  trend. 
Accordingly  young  Leonidas  received  a  course  of 
instructions  at  Wilbraham  Academy,  and  later  ma- 
triculated at  Yale.  Ill-health  prevented  the  com- 
pletion of  his  college  course,  and  returning  to 
Orange  in  1868  he  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of 
woolen  yarns.  In  this  he  was  reasonably  successful 
until  1891,  in  which  year  his  plant  was  destroyed 
by  fire.  In  that  year,  not  caring  to  resume  business 
in  Orange,  he  removed  to  Derby,  where  he  as- 
sumed a  responsible  position  in  connection  with  the 
management  of  the  extensive  factory  owned  by  his 
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brothers,  A.  H.  and  C.  B.  Ailing-.  This  post  he 
filled,  with  an  ability  born  of  native  talent  and  ripe 
experience,  until  his  death,  May  12,  1896. 

On  Dec.  28,  1870,  Mr.  Ailing  married  Marion 
Merwin,  a  daughter  of  Alphcus  and  Mary  (  Ailing) 
Merwin,  the  latter  a  daughter  of  Bela  Ailing,  who 
was  the  great-uncle  of  Leonidas  W.  The  earliest 
American  progenitor  of  the  ]\Ierwin  family,  of 
whom  any  authentic  record  is  preserved,  came  from 
Scotland  nearly  two  centuries  ago.  His  baptismal 
name  was  John,  and  following  down  the  line  we 
find  John,  born  in  Milford ;  John,  a  native  of 
Orange ;  Nathan ;  and  Alpheus,  who  was  ^Irs.  All- 
ing's  father.  Nathan  }ilerwin,  the  father  of  Al- 
pheus, was  born  in  Orange,  as  were  also  his  father 
and  his  children.  He  married  Esther  Clark,  born 
in  the  same  town  in  1791,  a  daughter  of  Elias 
Clark,  and  their  nine  children  were:  Elias,  Esther, 
Nathan,  Sarah.  Alpheus,  John,  Mary,  Susan  and 
Sheldon.  Elias  removed  from  Connecticut  to  Oak- 
land, Cal.,  where  he  lived  and  died ;  he  was  a  landed 
proprietor.  Esther  (deceased)  became  Mrs.  Fred- 
erick Durand,  of  Seymour.  Nathan  was  a  pros- 
perous dealer  in  grain  and  flour  at  New  Haven, 
where  he  died.  Sarah  married  Joseph  Treat,  of 
Milford,  and  died  in  Iowa.  John  engaged  in  the 
manufacture  of  cutlery  at  Lakeville.  Conn.,  and 
died  there.  !Mary  is  the  widow  of  Harvey  Seward, 
a  merchant  in  Leadville,  Colo.,  where  she  yet  lives. 
Susan  died  unmarried.  Sheldon  died  in  early 
youth. 

Alpheus  Merwin  was  reared  in  Orange,  where 
he  learned  the  trade  of  a  carpenter  under  the  in- 
struction of  his  father  and  Elias  Clark,  of  Derby;  he 
followed  same  until  his  death,  July  13,  1880.  In 
1848  he  married  Miss  ^lary  Ailing,  and  they  had 
two  children,  Marion  and  John.  Marion,  as  has 
been  said,  became  Mrs.  Leonidas  W.  Ailing:  John 
is  a  farmer  in  Orange.  Bela  Ailing,  father  of  ]\Irs. 
Mary  Merwin,  married  Julia  Rogers,  of  Orange, 
and  three  children  wer^  born  to  them :  ^^lary,  ^Nlrs. 
Merwin;  Sheldon,  a  farmer  in  Orange;  and  Julia, 
who  died  in  childhood.  Julia  Rogers  was  the 
daughter  of  Jonathan  Rogers,  who  was  born  in 
Orange  in  1780,  and  w  .s  a  farmer.  In  1803  he 
married  Polly  Treat,  whose  father,  Joseph  Treat, 
was  a  soldier  in  the  Revolutionary  war.  The  chil- 
dren of  this  marriage  were  four  in  number:  Julia, 
Jonathan,  Jonah  and  Mary.  The  youngest  daugh- 
ter (Mrs.  Merwin)  is  yet  living. 

Leonidas  W.  Ailing  was  a  man  of  kindly  dis- 
position and  affectionate  heart.  His  blameless  life, 
joined  to  keen  mental  power  and  a  genuinely  un- 
selfish interest  in  public  attairs.  gained  for  him  the 
warm  respect  of  his  friends  t.nd  neighbors.  Po- 
litically he  was  a  Republican,  and  he  was  a  success- 
ful candidate  on  that  ticket  fcr  the  offices  of  town 
treasurer  and  representative  in  the  Legislature.  Pie 
was  a  deacon  in  the  Congregational  Church  for 
many  years,  and  in  his  daily  life  exemplified  the 
sincerity  of  his  belief  in  the  religious  faith  which 
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he   professed ;   yet   his   virtues   were   of   the   unas- 
suming rather  than  of  the  assertive  sort. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ailing  were  born  four  chil- 
dren: Mary,  Walter,  Wilbur  M.  and  Leon.  Mary 
is  married  and  lives  in  Philadelphia.  Walter  died 
in  boyhood,  and  Wilbur  is  a  manufacturer  of 
hosierv,  with  mills  in  New  York  and  Philadelphia. 
Leon  is  assistant  superintendent  of  the  New  York 
City  mill. 

REUBEN  H.  COE.  New-  Haven  county  has 
many  well-to-do  and  successful  farmers  who  have 
accumulated  what  they  have  of  this  world's  goods 
through  individual  effort.  Among  this  class  the 
name  of  the  subject  of  this  notice  is  entitled  to  a 
place.  For  forty  years  he  has  Ijeen  a  resident  of 
East  Haven,  where  he  is  industriously  engaged  in 
the  prosecution  of  his  noble  calling,  and  is  meeting 
with  far  more  than  ordinary  success. 

Mr.  Coe  was  born  in  the  town  of  Durham,  Mii!- 
dlesex  Co.,  Conn..  Alay  26,  1837,  a  son  of  Merrick 
R.  Coe  and  grandson  of  Abram  Coe,  also  natives 
of  Durham.  The  latter  was  a  soldier  of  the  war  of 
1812,  and  was  living  at  that  time  in  East  Haven; 
he  helped  to  build  the  old  Tomlinson  bridge.  His 
death  occurred  when  he  was  about  the  age  of  seven- 
ty-two years.  By  his  marriage  with  Rebecca  El- 
well,  he  had  three  children :  Hannah,  wife  of  Will- 
iam Peck ;  Phebe,  wife  of  Samuel  Peck ;  and  ^ler- 
rick  R. 

In  early  life  Merrick  R.  Coe  served  a  four  years' 
apprenticeship  to  the  shoemaker's  trade,  which  he 
■  followed  for  a  time  in  East  Haven,  but  the  greater 
part  of  his  life  was  spent  upon  a  farm  in  Durham. 
He  married  ^liss  Asenath  Harrison,  of  Northford, 
Conn.,  a  daughter  of  Amos  Harrison,  and  to  them 
were  bom  two  children,  Reuben  H.,  our  subject, 
being  the  youngest;  Mary,  born  in  183 1,  became 
the  wife  of  Enoch  Camp,  and  died  in  1849.  The 
father  died  in  the  fall  of  1888  in  his  eighty-fourth 
vear;  the  mother  Dec.  29,  1874,  at  the  age  of  sixty- 
seven  years.  Both  were  consistent  and'  faithful 
members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

Reuben  H.  Coe  remained  under  the  parental 
roof  until  twenty  years  of  age,  and  then  went  to 
Plymouth,  Conn.,  where  he  was  variously  employed, 
working  on  a  road  and  also  on  a  farm.  In  i860 
he  came  to  East  Haven,  and  for  two  years  operated 
what  is  known  as  the  Richard  Woodward  place.  He 
then  purchased  his  present  farm  in  the  same  town,, 
and  here  he  has  made  his  home  since  April,  1862. 
His  first  purchase  consisted  of  but  twenty-seven 
acres,  but  as  he  has  prospered  in  his  undertakings 
he  has  added  to  his  landed  possessions  from  time 
to  time,  and  is  now  the  owner  of  about  200  acres 
in  Branford  and  East  Haven.  He  has  made  all  of 
the  improvements  upon  his  place,  which  is  now  one 
of  the  most  attractive  and  desirable  farms  in  the 
locality.  In  connection  with  general  farming,  he 
has  also  engaged  in  the  wood  and  dairy  business,, 
and  for  the  past  ten  years  has  given  special  attea- 
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tion  to  the  raising  of  hogs.  He  has  been  eminently 
.successful,  and  is  now  one  of  the  most  substantial 
and  prosperous  farmers  of  the  community. 

On  June  25,  1857,  Mr.  Coe  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Miss  Marietta  Sanford,  of  Plymouth, 
Conn.,  a  daughter  of  William  Sanford,  and  to  them 
were  Iwrn  two  children;  Hattie  R..  who  died  m 
her  twelfth  year:  and  Herbert  W'..  who  is  engaged 
in  the  milk  business  in  East  Haven.  He  married 
Imogene  Hall  and  has  three  children,  Herbert  E., 
Ethel  M.  and  Bertha  H.  Both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Coe 
hold  membership  in  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  and  are  highl\-«  respected  and  esteemed  by 
:all  who  know  them.  He  is  quite  prominent  in 
agricultural  circles  and  has  served  three  years  as 
master  of  East  Haven  Grange,  Xo.  106,  and  treas- 
urer of  the  New  Haven  County  Pomona  Grange 
for  five  years.  He  is  a  stanch  supporter  of  the 
Democratic  party  and  its  principles,  and  has  been 
elected  to  official  positions  of  honor  and  trust,  hav- 
ing served  as  assessor  of  his  town  for  seven  years, 
and  first  selectman  for  two  terms,  first  with  Henry 
Smith  and  Ruel  Thompson,  and  second  with  John 
S.  Tyler  and  Ruel  Thompson.  Over  his  life  record 
there  falls  no  shadow  of  wrong;  his  public  service 
was  most  exemplary ;  and  his  private  life  has  been 
marked  by  the  utmost  fidelity  to  duty.  He  is  pub- 
lic-spirited and  progressive,  and  gives  his  support  to 
■all  measures   for  the   public  good. 

JOHN  E.  :MAR,  a  citizen  of  West  Haven,  is 
one  of  New  Haven  county's  succes-ful  business 
men.  His  family  is  of  Scotch  extraction  and  noble 
■descent,  his  great-great-great-grandfather.  John 
Mar,  having  been  the  eldest  son  of  the  Earl  of 
Mar.  He  came  to  America  from  Scotland  in  171 5, 
settled  in  Kitter}-,  Maine,  and  married  Catherine 
Surplus,  of  that  place.  They  were  members  of 
the  Congregational  Church,  in  which  faith  their 
four  sons  were  baptized.  Some  years  later,  wishinji 
to  visit  Scotland,  John  Mar  took  passage  in  a  vessel 
which  was  wrecked  ofT  Cape  Cod,  and  he  was 
drowned.  His  youngest  son.  Surplus,  passed  his 
life  as  a  farmer  in  Kittery. 

James  Mar,  the  grandfather  of  John  Mar.  was 
iDorn  in  the  town  of  Kittery.  Maine,  and  removed 
to  Lincoln  county,  that  State,  settling  in  the  town 
of  Alna,  where  he  became  a  citizen  of  substance 
and  influence.  He  was  a  mason  by  trade,  and  was 
also  a  surveyor  and  civil  engineer.  He  served  as 
lieutenant  in  the  war  of  1812,  and  was  conspicuous 
for  his  gallantry  and  daring.  He  passed  the  eighty- 
seventh  milestone  on  life's  journey,  and  died  full 
■of  years  and  honors.  He  married  Susannah,  daugh- 
ter of  Lieut.  Richard  Bailey,  who  served  in  the 
French  and  Indian  war. 

James  Mar.  son  of  James,  learned  the  trade  of 
a  mason,  which  he  followed  through  the  greater 
portion  of  his  life,  which  ended  at  the  age  of  eighty- 
four.  He  married  Susan  Averill.  who  was  born 
in  the  town  of  Alna,  a  daughter  of  Ezekiel  Averill, 


who  enjoyed  the  proud  distinction  of  having  been 
a  member  of  Washingtoi>'s  body  guard.  After  he 
had  seen  independence  an  accomplished  fact,  he  re- 
turned—as flid  most  of  New  England's  patriot  sol- 
diers— to  the  farm,  to  resume  the  pursuits  of  peace, 
and  to  do  his  part  toward  the  building  up  of  the 
infant  Republic.  He  attained  the  extraordinary  age 
of  ninety-eight  years.  His  family  consisted  of  four 
daughters  and  three  sons,  and  ^Irs.  ]\Iar  was  the 
fifth  in  order  of  birth.  She  died  in  her  eighty-fifth 
year.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mar  had  four  children,  three 
of  whom  are  yet  living:  Frederick,  whose  home 
is  in  Kent.  \'a. ;  John  E. ;  and  \\'illiam  H.,  who 
is  still  a  resident  of  Maine. 

John  E.  :\Iar  was  born  March  15,  1834,  in  Alna, 
where  his  parents  settled.  As  a  boy  his  mind  was 
quick  and  his  memory  retentive,  and  before  he  was 
twenty-two  years  old  he  had  learned  the  two  trades 
of  mason  and  carpenter.  From  the  little  hamlet 
in  Maine  where  he  was  born  he  went  to  pKiston, 
and  thence  after  some  years  to  Fair  Haven,  Conn. 
This  was  in  1862.  when  the  government  was  a 
constant  buyer  of  steam  vessels  at  a  high  price. 
Mr.  Mar,  in  company  with  others,  built  several 
steamers,  and  in  1865  went  to  West  Haven,  which 
lown  has  since  been  his  home.  His  father-in-law 
was  at  that  time  engaged  in  shipbuilding  there,  and 
be  became  associated  with  him.  the  business  rela- 
tions continuing  for  many  years.  The  business  of 
the  yards  grew  apace,  and  at  present  includes  both 
steam  and  sail  vessels,  of  many  grades  and  large 
burden.  ^I'lr.  Mar's  name  is  a  pledge  of  probity  and 
a  synonym  for  skill.  In  the  two  elements  in  his 
character,  capability  and  integrity,  may  be  found 
the  keynote  of  his  success.  He  has  built  manv  four- 
masted  schooners,  barges  and  grain  elevators. 

On  Nov.  II.  1863.  Mr.  Mar  married  Helen 
Gesner,  whose  father.  William  Nicholas  Gesner, 
was  a  shipbuilder  in  New  York  City,  and  thence 
removed  to  Connecticut.  Four  sons  and  one  daugh- 
ter have  blessed  their  home:  (i)  Frederic  W.  at- 
tended the  West  Haven  schools,  graduated  from 
Hillhouse  high  school  of  New  Haven,  and  from 
Yale  University  with  the  degree  of  B.  A.,  in  1888; 
he  spent  three  years  in  post-graduate  work,  and  is 
now  principal  of  a  school  in  Brooklvn.  N.  Y.  He 
married,  at  Sirampscott,  Mass..  Carlotta  Lotsch, 
and  they  have  one  child.  Frank.  (2)  James  C. 
graduated  from  Eastman's  Business  College, 
Poughkeepsie.  N.  Y.  .and  is  now  engaged  in  the 
lumber  business.  He  married  Kate  Smith,  of 
Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  and  they  have  one  child,  Frederick 
Eugene.  (3)  Margaret  G.  married  Eugene  F. 
Perry,  of  Nyack,  N.  Y..  secretary  of  the  Wholesale 
Lumbermen's  .Association.  They  have  three  chil- 
dren, Dorothy,  Helen  and  Eugene  F.,  Jr.  (4)  John 
E.,  Jr.,  now  of  Bayonne.  N.  J.,  is  a  joiner  by 
trade.  He  married  Amy  Dillion.  of  New  Haven. 
( 5  )  Charles  Edgar  is  in  Bridgeport,  Conn.,  where 
he  is  engaged  as  mechanical  draughtsman ;  he  is  un- 
married. 
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For  more  than  a  century  Mr.  Mar's  family  has 
been  prominently  identified  with  the  growth  and 
development  of  the  Congregational  Church  in  the 
localities  in  which  its  various  members  have  resided. 
Men  and  women  of  rugged  character  and  sterling 
worth,  they  have  never  lost  sight  of  their  bounden 
duty  to  the  cause  of  Christ,  for  which  all  the  mem- 
bers of  Mr.  Mar's  immediate  family  are  active 
workers.  While  our  subject  has  not  departed  from 
the  family  tradition,  he  is  a  man  to  whom  the  ad- 
vanced ideas  of  the  latter  half  of  the  nineteenth 
century  have  not  appealed  in  vain.  Social  by  in- 
stinct and  genial  by  temperament,  his  popularity 
has  been  assumed  without  any  concession  to  lower 
impulse.  He  is  a  Republican  in  politics,  but  has 
never  had  any  desire  to  hold  oflice.  He  is  prominent 
in  the  Masonic  fraternity,  having  been  senior  war- 
den and  twice  master  of  Anna  wan  Lodge,  No.  115, 
F.  &  A.  M. ;  treasurer  of  Joseph  Andrew  Chapter, 
No.  46,  R.  A.  M. ;  and  a  member  of  Crawford 
Council.  He  takes  a  deep  interest  in  the  cause  of 
temperance,  being  ever  ready  to  co-operate  in  every 
well-directed  effort  for  its  advancement. 

EDWIN  ALONZO  LEETE.  a  well-known 
business  man  and  resident  of  Guilford,  now  en- 
gaged in  undertaking  and  embalming,  is  a  de- 
scendant in  the  eighth  generation  from  ^\'illiam 
.  Leete,  the  founder  of  the  family  in  America.  The 
first  three  generations  of  the  ancestral  line  are: 
(I)  Gov.  William  Leete.  1612-1683;  (II)  John 
Leete,  1639-1692:  (III)  Pelatiah  Leete,  1681-1768. 

(IV)  Pelatiah  Leete.  son  of  Pelatiah,  noted  in 
the  foregoing,  was  born  ^^larch  7,  171 3,  married 
Lydia  Crittenden,  a  daughter  of  Deacon  Samuel 
and  Mindwell  (Meigs)  Crittenden,  and  had  the 
following  family:  Pelatiah,  Pelatiah  (2),  Lydia 
(Mrs.  John  Leete)  and  Noah  (twins),  Eber, 
Simeon  (who  married  Zerviah  Norton,),  Amos 
(who  married  Hannah  Ward)   and  Nathan. 

(V)  Pelatiah  Leete,  born  Aug.  22,  1744,  mar- 
ried Bethia  Norton,  a  daughter  of  Thomas  and 
Bethia  Norton,  of  Guilford.  She  died  June  30, 
1793.  and  for  his  second  wife  he  married  ]\Iary 
Frisbie,  at  North  Branford.  He  was  the  father  of 
four  children:  Joel,  Noah,  who  married  Huldah 
Ward;  Pelatiah,  who  married  Betsy  Ramy;  and 
Mary,  who  married  John  Ludington. 

(VI)  Joel  Leete,  born  April  15,  1768,  died 
Jan.  28.  1842.  He  married  Mollie  Crittenden,  a 
daughter  of  Noah  and  Naomi  (Atwell)  Crittenden, 
who  lived  at  Leete  Island.  Mrs.  Leete  died  Nov. 
24,  1843.  Their  children  were:  Alvin,  mentioned 
below;  Polly  3ilaria;  Morris  Atwell;  and  Frederick 
vVilliam,  who  married  Sarah  Jane  Fowler. 

(VII)  Capt.  Alvin  Leete,  son  of  Joel  and  Mollie 
Leete,  was  born  on  Leete  Island  Aug.  24,  1791,  and 
was  married  Jan.  15,  1816,  to  Mrs.  Rebecca  Butler, 
widow  of  William  Butler.  She  was  born  Feb.  14, 
1798,  a  daughter  of  Isaac  and  Abigail  (Tyler) 
Palmer,  and  died  Jan.  16,  1862.     Capt.  Leete' died 


July  fi,  18S2.  His  children  were:  (i)  Abigail 
Maria,  born  Nov.  18,  i8i6,  married  A.  W.  Leete; 
(2)  Eliza  Ann,  born  March  3,  1818,  married  C. 
Robbins;  (3)  Isaac  Palmer,  Ixirn  March  9,  1S21, 
married  L'larissa  Foote ;  (4)  Edwin  Alonzo  is  mcn- 
tionetl  below;  (5)  Marietta,  borni  July  20,  1S27, 
died  Jan.  18.  1877.  Capt.  Leete  earned  his  title  in 
the  militia  service.  He  was  a  Whig  and  a  Republi- 
can, and  belonged  to  the  Congregational  Churcii. 
He  was  deeply  interested  in  all  educational  matters, 
and  for  more  than  thirty  years  was  a  teacher  in  the 
public  schools. 

Edwin  A.  Leete  was  born  Dec.  21,   1822,  and 
married  Ellen  Hotchkiss,  who  was  born  Nov.   10, 
1825.  daughter  of  Eber  S.  and   Fannie    (Norton) 
Hotchkiss.     To    this    union    came    two    children : 
Fannie  Rebecca,  born  Oct.  23,  1848,  married  Ezra 
S.  Kelsey;  and  James  Spencer,  born  Sept.  8,  1850, 
died  ]\Iarch  23,  1857.     Islrs.  Leete  died  July  5,  1854. 
On   Jan.    i,    1855,    Air.   Leete   married   Mary   Ann 
Leete,   who  was  born   Sept.  20,    1827.   a  daughter 
!  of  Albert  A.  and  Betsy  A.   (Parmelee)   Leete,  and 
i  granddaughter  of  Ambrose  Leete.     To  them  came 
I  children    as    follows :      ( i )    Edward    Morris,    born 
j  Aug.   18,   1858,  is  mentioned  below.      (2)    Cather- 
!  ine  Ward,  born  Nov.  28,   i860,  married  Fred  W. 
i  Seward.      (3)  Elizabeth  Morris,  born  Feb.  10,  1867,. 
was   graduated   from  the   State   Normal  School   it 
New  Britain,  and  for  the  past  five  years  has  been 
!  a  teacher  in  the  William  Penn   Charter  school,  in 
Philadelphia.      (4)    William   Henry,   born   Dec.   3,. 
I    1868,     in      ("ruilford,    married     Caroline     Hopkin!> 
I   Barnes,  of  Binghamton,   N.  Y.     He  has  been  en- 
gaged in  the  railroad  service  for  ten  years,  having 
been  on  the  New  York,  New  Haven  &   Hartford 
Railroad,  and  assistant  to  the  general  superintend- 
ent of  the  Los  Angeles  Terminal  Railroad.     He  is 
now  cashier  and  paymaster  on  the  San  Pedro,  Los 
Angeles  &  Salt  Lake  Railroad. 

Edward  Morris  Leete  married  Eva  Bishop,  who 
was  born  April  19,  1859,  daughter  of  Elisha  Chap- 
man Bishop,  and  they  have  three  children — Frank 
Chapman,  born  Aug.  16,  1881,  who  is  quite  profi- 
cient in  music ;  Earl  Bishop,  born  in  November, 
1888;  and  Charlotte  Elizabeth,  born  Aug.  14,  1890. 
Edward  Alorris  Leete  is  a  partner  in  business  with 
his  father,  and  at  present  represents  his  district  in 
the  State  Legislature,  to  which  he  was  elected  in 
1900.  In  religion  he  unites  with  the  Congregational 
Church,  and  socially  he  is  a  member  of  the  Ma- 
sonic Fraternity.  Airs.  Edward  Morris  Leete  be- 
longs to  an  old  family,  and  is  a  lady  of  unusual  at- 
tainments. She  is'  an  extensive  dealer  in  antique 
furniture. 

Edwin  A.  Leete  became  a  cabinetmaker,  learn- 
ing his  trade  under  John  Kimberly,  with  whom  he 
spent    four   years.      For    a    time    he    worked    as    a 
journeyman  with  Jonas  H.  Bowditch,  of  New  Ha- 
!  ven,  manufacturer  and  dealer  in  furniture.     After- 
I  ward  he  came  to  Guilford  and  worked  two  years  in 
I  the  shipyards  at  East  River,  for  Eber  Hotchkiss. 
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For  several  years  lie  dealt  in  hardwood  timber  for 
the  New  York  market. 

Mr.  Leete  donned  the  Union  blue  in  1862.  be- 
coming a  member  of  Company  I,  14th  Conn.  V. 
I.,  under  Col.  Dwight  Morris  and  Capt.  Isaac  Brim- 
son.  He  was  in  the  service  six  months,  taking  part 
in  the  battle  of  Antietam,  and  was  discharged  at 
Alexandria  on  account  of  serious  disability.  Re- 
turning from  the  war  he  resumed  the  cabinetmak- 
ing  business,  in  which  he  has  been  continuously 
engaged  for  thirty-seven  years,  and  is  known  as  the 
leading  undertaker  and  furniture  dealer  on  the  shore 
line. 

Mrs.  Leete  descends  from  Deacon  Daniel  Leete, 
eldest  son  of  Deacon  Pelatiah  Leete.  He  married 
Rhoda  Stone,  a  daughter  of  Caleb  and  Sarah 
(Meigs)  Stone,  and  resided  on  Leete  Island.  He 
was  a  deacon  of  the  Fourth  Congregational  Church 
of  Guilford.  He  died  in  1772,  his  wife  in  1769. 
They  were  the  parents  of  five  children :  Rhoda, 
who  married  Noah  Rogers ;  Daniel,  who  married 
Charity  Norton ;  Ambrose,  who  is  mentioned  be- 
low ;  and  two  who  bore  the  name  of  Abraham,  both 
deceased  in  infancy. 

Deacon  Ambrose  Leete  in  1773  married  Miranda 
Chittenden,  a  daughter  of  William  and  Rachel 
(White)  Chittenden,  of  Guilford.  He  was  made 
a  deacon  of  the  Fourth  Church  of  Guilford  in  1784, 
and  of  the  First  Church  in  1801.  He  died  in  1809, 
his  wife  in  1838.  Their  children  were:  Ambrose, 
Miranda,  Minor,  Abraham  and  Wealthy.  Minor 
married  Lucinda  Norton. 

Ambrose  Leete  was  born  in  1774,  and  in  1802 
married  Catherine  Ward,  who  was  born  in  1780, 
a  daughter  of  Thelus  and  Sarah  (Shelley)  Ward. 
They  had  the  following  children :  Sidney  Wash- 
ington married  Susan  Atwater;  Albert  Augustus  is 
mentioned  below ;  Harriet  married  John  Fowler ; 
Ambrose  Ward  married  Abigail  N.  Leete :  Cather- 
ine Ward ;  Miranda  Cornelia  married  Hezekiah 
Parmelee ;  Charles  Frederick,  born  in  1820,  mar- 
ried Martha  H.  W.  Lay. 

Albert  A.  Leete,  the  father  of  ^Irs.  Edwin  A. 
Leete,  was  born  Oct.  11,  1805,  and  married  June 
6,  1825,  Betsy  A.  Parmelee,  of  Fair  Haven.  She 
was  born  Dec.  23,  1805,  and  died  Oct.  14,  1S81. 
Albert  A.  Leete  was  made  a  deacon  of  the  First 
Congregational  Church  in  Guilford  in  1832,  and 
served  forty-three  years  in  that  capacity.  The  fol- 
lowing children  were  born  to  him  and  his  wife: 
Mary  Ann,  bom  Sept.  20,  1827,  married  Edwin  A. 
Leete;  Sidney  Ward,  born  April  7,  1833,  married 
Isabelle  H.  Clark:  John  Fowler,  bom  ^lay  i,  1838, 
died  in  1840;  Martha  Elizabeth,  born  June  4,  1841, 
married  Samuel  S.  Parmelee;  Harriet  Cornelia  was 
born  April  3,  1848. 

DENNIS  BARNETT,  one  of  Ansonia's  pio- 
neer citizens,  was  l)orn  in  Ireland  in  1831,  son  of 
Patrick  and  Ellen  (O'Brien)  Bamett,  both  natives 
of  the  Emerald  Isle.     His  father,  who  was  a  farm- 


er by  occupation,  died  in  Ireland,  and  the  mother 
is  also  deceased.  Of  their  six  children  our  subject 
is  now  the  only  survivor. 

On  coming  to  America,  in  1850,  IMr.  Barnett 
located  in  Ansonia,  where  he  has  since  remained  ■ 
almost  continuously,  making  but  few  visits,  even 
out  of  town.  In  185 1  he  entered  the  employ  of  the 
A.  B.  C.  Co.,  in  whose  service  he  was  retained  for- 
ty-three years — longer  than  any  other  man  in  the 
factory.  Since  retiring  from  that  work  he  has  car- 
■  ried  on  a  grocery  store  at  No.  72  Central  street,  An- 
'  sonia,  the  active  management  being  in  the  hands 
i  of  his  daughter  Ellen,  and  he  also  owns  three  lots 
upon  which  he  built  two  houses.  I\Ir.  Barnett  has 
seen  Ansonia  develop  from  a  village  of  one  thousand 
inhabitants  to  its  present  proportions,  and  his  in- 
telligent observation  and  excellent  memory  enable 
him  to  give  most  interesting  and  instructive  ac- 
counts of  the  early  days.  At  the  time  of  his  arrival 
there  were  but  one  store  and  only  a  few  houses  on 
Main  street,  and  none  on  the  west  side  of  the  river, 
where  there  are  now  five  hundred  houses.  Exten- 
sive farms  have  been  transformed  into  residence 
'  tracts  under  his  eyes,  and  two  generations  have 
passed  before  him,  there  being  now  only  two  or 
:  three  men  who  were  here  on  his  arrival.  In  185 1 
^Ir.  Barnett  married  Ellen  Hannagin,  who  was 
born  in  Ireland,  daughter  of  Thomas  Hannagin, 
and  of  their  twelve  children  three  are  now  living: 
(i)  Patrick  has  been  employed  for  some  time  in 
the  clock  shop  in  Ansonia.  (2)  Thomas,  who  is  now 
I  with  the  A.  B.  C.  Co.,  married  Mary  A.  Driscoll, 
'  and  has  had  eight  children,  six  of  whom  are  liv- 
ing, Ellen.  Timothv.  Mary,  Geneva.  Dennis  and 
Thomas.  Jr.  (3)  Ellen  was  married  in  1884  to 
James  Cotter,  shoe  manufacturer  of  Philadelphia, 
who  died  two  years  later.  Mrs.  Cotter  now  man- 
ages the  store  for  her  father.  Politically  Mr.  Bar- 
nett is  a  Democrat,  and  he  has  always  been  a  de- 
vout Catholic,  his  parents  having  reared  him  in 
that  faith.  He  was  one  of  the  first  members  of  the 
Catholic  Church  in  Ansonia,  and  is  the  only  one 
now  living  who  took  part  in  the  organization  of 
the  society.  Temperance  reform  has  claimed  his 
warm  support  for  many  years,  and  he  is  now  the 
only  living  charter  member  of  the  Father  jMatthew 
Temperance  Society,  organized  in  1868,  and  later 
known  as  the  St.  Joseph  Temperance  Society. 

GEORGE  SCARD.  one  of  the  most  prosperous 

dairy  farmers  and  stock  dealers  of  East  Walling- 

ford.   was   born   in   Dorchester,   England,   May  9, 

1838.     Robert  Scard,  his  father,  was  a  native  of  the 

same  place,  and  was  a  tanner  by  occupation.     The 

latter  part  of  his   life  was   spent  in   farming,  and 

j  his  closing  days  were  passed  in  the  homes  of  his 

I  children  in  Whales,  where  he  died  at  a  ripe  old  age. 

In  his  religious  belief  he  was  an  Episcopalian.     He 

was  a  man  of  good  character,  and  is  remembered  as 

a  gentleman  of  high  standing  with  those  who  knew 

,  him  best.    Sarah  Mores,  his  wife,  was  born  in  Dor- 
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Chester,  and  was  the  mother  of  his  thirteen  children, 
of  whom  six  died  young.  Those  who  grew  to  more 
mature  life  were :  George ;  Moses,  dead ;  Robert, 
who  resides  in  Newport,  South  Wales ;  Simeon,  who 
was  drafted  for  service  in  the  Bristol  police  (Eng- 
land), and  remained  several  years,  but  now  has  a 
store  in  Newport,  South  Wales,  selling  groceries 
and  other  goods  ;  Henry,  deceased  ;  Sarah,  who  mar- 
ried a  Mr.  Anthony,  and  is  now  deceased ;  and  Char- 
lotte, deceased. 

George  Scard  had  a  common  school  education 
in  the  national  schools  of  England.  When  he  was 
ten  years  old  his  parents  took  him  to  Newport, 
South  Wales,  where  he  became  errand  boy  for  his 
brother  Simeon,  working  in  the  beginning  for  his 
board  and  clothes.  After  some  years  he  saved 
enough  to  buy  a  team  and  go  to  farming.  That 
was  his  occupation  for  several  years,  when  he 
turned  to  trade.  In  1871.  having  a  strong  desire  to 
see  the  New  World,  he  came  to  New  York,  whence 
he  went- on  west  to  Qiicago,  at  that  time  just  rally- 
ing from  the  great  fire.  He  went  to  work  as  a 
hod  carrier  at  three  dollars  and  fifty  cents  a  day, 
and  put  in  something  over  nine  months  in  that  way. 
After  the  expiration  of  this  time  he  returned  to 
New  York,  and,  locating  in  INIeriden,  secured  a  po- 
sition with  the  Malleable  Iron  Works,  being  em- 
ployed here  for  four  years  at  one  dollar  and  fifty 
cents  a  day.  Here  he  was  joined  by  his  family, 
and  all  united  their  energies  in  farming,  first  in 
a  small  way,  and  then  as  they  began  to  know  their 
power,  they  moved  into  Wallingford,  and  bought 
the  Terry  farm  in  1876.  Here  they  started  in  the 
dairy  business,  and  as  circumstances  improved, 
bought  the  William  Every  place,  and  still  later  the 
Robinson  farm.  Here  they  have  a  fine  home,  which 
Mr.  Scard  built,  and  this  with  other  buildings  cost 
more  than  $10,000.  Mr.  Scard  keeps  more  than 
forty  cows,  and  is  known  as  the  most  extensive  dairy 
farmer  and  stockman  in  the  town  of  Wallingford. 
This  entire  family  is  noted  for  the  industry  and 
thrift  of  all  its  members.  They  are  all  enterprising 
and  progressive  people,  and  richly  deserve  the  good 
fortune  that  has  waited  on  their  labors. 

In  July,  1859,  Mr.  Scard  was  married  in  New- 
port, South  Wales,  to  Ellen  Gammon,  who  was 
born  in  Barnstable,  England,  and  was  a  daughter 
of  George  and  Hannah  Gammon,  both  of  whom  are 
now  deceased.  To  this  union  were  born  nine  chil- 
dren :  Alary  Jane,  who  married  James  Prin,  and 
is  now  deceased ;  Lavinia,  who  married  David  A. 
Crouch,  of  Middletown,  and  is  the  mother  of  two 
children,  Frances  and  Etta  Mabel :  Emily,  who  mar- 
ried Albert  Beaumont,  of  Wallingford ;  George, 
who  is  a  partner  of  his  father;  Eliza,  who  died 
young;  Closes  and  Simeon  are  both  at  home;  Char- 
lotte, who  married  John  Mead,  of  North  Haven ; 
and  Rosanna,  unmarried  and  at  home. 

The  sons  aie  interested  with  their  father  in  the 
dairy  business.  All  the  family  attend  the  Congrega- 
tional Church.     Mr.   Scard   is  independent  in  his 


politics.  Known  as  a  man  of  most  temperate 
habits,  and  as  a  hard  worker,  and  a  good  neighbor, 
he  is  much  respected  in  the  town.  With  his  sons  he 
belongs  to  the  Grange,  and  is  much  interested  in 
all  questions  that  pertain  to  the  welfare  of  the 
farmer. 

George  Gammon,  the  grandfather  of  Mrs. 
Scard.  was  a  native  of  Devonshire,  England,  where 
he  followed  farming,  and  died  at  the  venerable  age 
of  one  hundred  years.  George  Fishley,  the  ma- 
ternal grandfather  of  Mrs.  Scard,  was  a  native  of 
Thornington,  Devonshire,  England,  where  he  was 
engaged  in  the  making  of  pottery ;  he  owned  a  farm, 
and  lived  to  be  more  than  one  hundred  years  of  age. 
Both  her  grandfathers  were  members  of  the  Church 
of  England.  The  mother  of  Airs.  Scard  died  wh-jn 
she  was  very  young. 

WILLIAM  G.  AIITCHELL.  the  well-known 
manufacturer  of  Milford,  was  born  in  Paislev, 
Scotland,  Dec.  3,  1827.  His  family  has  long  been 
identified  with  manufacturing  interests,  and  his 
father,  William  W.  Alitchell,  was  engaged  in  the 
manufacture  of  carpets  in  Scotland  before  coming 
to  this  country.  An  uncle,  James  W,  Alitchell,  pre- 
ceded the  other  members  of  the  family  and  carried 
on  the  same  business  in  New  York  City.  Hand 
looms  were  then  in  use.  Later  he  removed  to  Yon- 
kers,  N.  Y.,  and  in  1849.  after  the  introduction  of 
power  looms,  the  establishment  there  was  bought 
by  Alexander  Smith,  who  continued  and  enlarged 
the  business.  It  is  now  the  largest  carpet  manu- 
facturing concern  in  this  country. 

William  W.  Mitchell  came  from  his  father's 
(David  Alitchell's)  carpet  factory  in  Kilmarnock, 
Scotland,  in  1829,  and  brought  with  him  a  colony 
of  workmen  for  the  carpet  works  of  Orrin  Thomp- 
son, at  Thompsonville,  Conn.  The  descendants  of 
this  worthy  colony  are  now  numerous  in  that  place. 
About  1835  he  went  to  New  Haven  to  take  a  po- 
sition with  Galpin  &  Robertson,  carpet  manufac- 
turers, each  member  of  which  firm  was  called  in 
turn  to  serve  as  mayor  of  New  Haven.  In  1836  he 
returned  to  Scotland  and  took  charge  of  a  cotton 
factory  belonging  to  his  brother  George,  and  his 
death  occurred  in  Glasgow,  Scotland,  in  1888.  He 
married  Agnes  Dunlop,  and  had  three  children,  of 
whom  onlv  two  lived  to  mature  age.  Tanet  and  Will- 
iam G.  Janet  is  the  widow  of  David  Mitchell,  and 
resides  in  Manchester,  England. 
.  William  G.  Mitchell  went  to  Lovell's  Lancas- 
terian  school  in  New  Haven,  and,  spending  a  por- 
tion of  his  youth  in  Glassfow,  went  to  school  there 
until  1841.  On  completing  his  course  he  entered 
the  office  of  a  friend  in  Glasgow  as  a  clerk,  and 
he  was  afterward  emploved  bv  his  father  for  a 
time.  For  two  years  he  was  in  the  office  of  a  whole- 
.sale  commission  house,  without  pay,  his  experience 
being  regarded  as  a  sufficient  recompense,  and  later 
spent  six  months  in  a  Scottish  Marine  Insurance 
office.    For  nine  years  he  was  employed  as  a  book- 
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keeper  by  Oliver  F.  Winchester,  of  Xew  Haven, 
and  in  1857  he  went  to  Milford  as  bookkeeper  for 
Flagi'g  &  ISaklwiii,  manufacturers  of  straw  goods, 
continuing  with  the  liouse  through  various  changes 
of  name.  The  firm  became  known  as  Fiagg,  Bald- 
win &  Co.  in  1859;  N.  A.  Baldwin  &  Co.  in  1865; 
Baldwin,  Rice  &  Read  in  1867 ;  Baldwin  &  Hills  in 
1872;  The  Baldwin  Manufacturing  Co.  in  1S74;  X. 
A.  Baldwin  in  1878;  and  the  business  has  since 
1886  been  conducted  in  the  name  of  our  subject. 
The  factory  is  composed  of  very  large  brick  and 
.frame  buildings,  and  in  the  season  about  250  hands 
are  employed  in  making  various  kinds  of  straw  hats 
for  men,  women  and  children.  During  the  half 
century  of  its  existence  the  business  has  been  a  rec- 
ognized factor  in  the  development  and  prosperity 
of  Milford,  millions  of  dollars  having  been  put  into 
circulation  by  it. 

On  Jan.  11,  1853,  ^Nlr.  Mitchell  was  married,  in 
West  Granby,  Conn.,  to  Miss  Harriet  A.  Kasson, 
of  Granby,  born  July  4.  1830,  in  Hartford  county, 
daughter  of  Thomas  A.  and  Amelia  (Holcomb) 
Kasson.  They  have  had  two  children,  Hattie  and 
Amie,  both  at  home.  The  family  is  identitied  with 
the  Episcopal  Church,  and  Mr.  ^Mitchell  also  be- 
longs to  Ansantawae  Lodge.  Xo.  89,  F.  &  A.  M., 
of  Milford;  Solomon  R.  A.  Chapter,  F.  &  A.  M., 
at  Derby,  Conn. ;  and  City  Lodge,  X'o.  36,  L  O.  O. 
F.,  of  Xew  Haven.  In  politics  he  is  a  Democrat, 
and  he  takes  interest  in  local  affairs,  though  he  has 
been  a  business  man,  rather  than  a  politician.  He 
served  about  twelve  years  as  judge  of  probate,  while 
his  interest  in  educational  advancement  is  shown 
by  his  continuous  service  on  the  board  of  education 
since  1862. 

CAPT.  CHARLES  GRISWOLD,  one  of  the 
prominent  citizens  of  Guilford.  ser\-ed  as  an  officer 
during  the  Civil  war  in  two  Connecticut  regiments, 
and  is  the  representative  of  one  of  the  oldest  and 
most  influential  families  of  the  State.  He  is  of  the 
seventh  generation  from  ^lichael  Griswold,  who 
was  one  of  the  first  settler.^  of  ^^"ethersfield.  About 
the  time  the  founders  of  the  family  in  America 
migrated  to  the  X'ew  England  coast  close  relatives 
had  become  prominent  in  English  history.  In  1600 
the  Malvern  estate  came  into  the  possession  of 
Humphrey  Griswold,  a  "lord  of  the  manor,"  and 
the  heritage  still  remains  with  the  English  branch 
of  the   family. 

The  American  branch  of  the  Griswold  family 
claims  as  its  first  known  English  progenitor  ]\Iat- 
thew  Griswold,  Esq.,  of  Kenilworth,  Warwickshire, 
an  uncle  of  Humphrey  Griswold,  first  Lord  of  the 
Manor,  above  named.  He  had  three  sons,  Thomas, 
Edward  and  Matthew.  Of  these,  ^ilatthew.  the 
youngest,  was  the  first  to  come  to  America.  While 
yet  very  young  he  joined  a  company  of  pilgrims  col- 
lected from  Warwickshire,  W'orcestershire,  Somer- 
setshire and  Devonshire,  under  the  leadership  of 
Rev.  John  Wareham,  who  left  England  during  the 


reign  of  Charles  I,  and  landed  on  the  shores  of 
Massachusetts  Dec.  20.  i'i30.  Xine  years  later 
Edward  Griswold  joined  his  brother  Alatthew,  and 
they  removed  from  Massachusetts  to  Connecticut,. 
Edward  settling  at  Windsor,  and  the  younger  broth- 
er at  Saybrook. 

In  1645  another  member  of  the  Griswold  fam- 
ily, ^vlichael  by  name,  emigrated  from  England  to 
Connecticut,  and  settled  at  Wethersfield.  He  was 
born  in  1610.  His  descendants  are  numerous,  and 
many  of  them  are  among  the  most  prominent  citi- 
zens of  that  section  of  the  State.  He  himself  mav 
be  reckoned  among  Wethersfield's  pioneers.  He 
bought  land,  and,  being  by  occupation  a  mason, 
erected  thereon  a  fine  house,  besides  making  other 
improvements.  There  he  passed  the  remainder  of 
his  days,  dying  Sept.  26,  1684,  highly  esteemed  for 
his  many  admirable  qualities.  The  children  of 
Michael  and  Ann  Griswold  were  as  follows :  Thom- 
as, born  Oct.  22,  1646 ;  Hester,  born  May  8,  1O48 ; 
Michael,  born  Feb.  14,  1652  (died  young)  ;  Abi- 
gail, born  June  8,  1655;  Isaac,  born  Sept.  30,  165S 
(died  June  18,  IJ2~)  ;  Jacob,  born  in  April,  iGOa 
(died  July  28,  1737)  ;  Sarah,  born  Sept.  30,  1662; 
r^Iichael,  born  Jan.  7,  1667  (died  Sept.  9,  1741). 
The  line  of  descent  to  our  subject  is  as  follows: 

(II)  Thomas  Griswold,  son  of  Michael,  was 
born  in  Wethersfield  Oct.  22,  1646.  He  and  his 
wife,  Alary,  whom  he  married  Xov.  28,  1672,  had 
children  as  follows:  Thomas,  born  June  11,  1674. 
is  next  in  the  line;  Jacob,  born  Feb.  5,  1676,  mar- 
ried Abigail  Hand  ;  5lartha  was  born  Aug.  20,  167S  ; 
Michael,  born  Jan.  28,  1681,  married  Mary  Gilbert; 
Samuel  married  Mary  Francis,  and  died  in  Septem- 
ber,  1733. 

(ill)  Thomas  Griswold  (2),  born  June  11, 
1674,  in  Wethersfield.  removed  to  Guilford  in  1695, 
and  was  the  first  settler  of  the  name  in  that  town, 
where  he  spent  the  remainder  of  nis  life.  He  died 
Oct.  19,  1729.  He  married.  May  9,  1697,  Sarah 
Bradley,  who  was  born  in  Guilford  Oct.  17,  1676, 
daughter  of  Stephen  and  Hannah  (Smith)  Bradley. 
The  children  of  Thomas  and  Sarah  Griswold  were : 
Alary,  born  Sept.  28,  1700,  married  Samuel  Fitch; 
Experience  was  born  Alay  9,  1703;  Sarah,  bom 
Jan.  15,  1706,  married  Samuel  Post;  Thomas,  born 
March  26,  1708,  died  Jan.  11,  1754;  Submit  was 
born  Sept.  26,  1710;  Anna,  born  April  4,  1713,  mar- 
ried John  Hall. 

(IV)  Thomas  Griswold  (3),  born  at  Guilford 
March  26,  1708,  married  Feb.  17,  1735,  Ann  Graves, 
who  was  born  April  12,  17 15,  daughter  of  Johrr 
and  Elizabeth  (Stevens)  Graves,  of  Guilford.  She 
died  May  29,  1801.  The  children  of  Thomas  and 
Ann  Griswold  were  as  follows :  Miles,  born  Jan. 
2,  1736,  married  Sarah  Crittenden,  and  died  March 
20,  1821 ;  Thomas  was  born  Sept.  i,  1737;  John, 
born  June  17,  1742,  married  Mary  Burgis,  and 
died  May  10,  1777;  Ezra,  born  Dec.  10,  1753,  mar- 
ried Mehitabel  Cleveland,  and  died  March  4,  181 5. 

(V)  Thomas  Griswold  (4),  the  great-grand  fa- 
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thtr  of  our  subject,  was  born  in  Guiiford  Sept. 
I  \-]~.  It  is  said  he  served  as  a  private  in  the 
Ki-v')iutionar\-  war.  He  died  Jan.  7,  1821.  He 
married,  Dec.  17,  17G1.  Hannah  Crittenden,  who 
was  born  Au^.  22.  1740.  daughter  of  Joseph  and 
Liicv  (Spencer)  Crittenden.  She  died  ^larch  31, 
1816.  The  children  of  Thomas  and  Hannah  Gris- 
wold  were:  Thomas,  born  April  26.  1763,  mar- 
ried Miner  Crittenden,  and  died  March  8.  1846; 
Joel,  born  Dec.  C,  1764,  is  mentioned  below:  Han- 
nah, born  May  26.  1771,  married  John  Hall,  and 
(lied  Xov.  10,  1840:  Amos,  born  Jan.  i,  1780,  mar- 
ried Rachel  Bushnell,  and  died  Aug.  21,  1876. 

(VT)  Joel  Griswold,  the  grandfather  of  onr 
subject,  was  born  in  Guilford  Dec.  6,  1764,  and 
died  July  19,  1835.  He  married  Lucy  Lee,  who  was 
born  July  8,  1770.  daughter  of  Capt.  Samuel  and 
Agnes  Lee,  and  died  }vlarch  24,  1854.  The  chil- 
dren of  Joel  and  Lucy  Griswold  were :  Joel,  born 
Feb.  27,  1796;  Clarissa,  born  Jan.  7.  1791,  who 
married  Abram  F.  Scranton,  and  died  Dec.  iS, 
1881 ;  and  Lucy  Ann,  born  Sept.  19,  1808,  who  died 
Dec.  22,  1816. 

(VH)  Joel  Griswold,  the  father  of  our  subject. 
was  born  in  Guilford  Feb.  2J,  1796.     He  luarried 
Jan.   5,    1820,   Sally   Bartlett,   who   was  born   Xov. 
2<).  1801,  daughter  of  Xoah  and  Sally  Judson  Bart- 
lett, ;wul  granddaughter  of  Joseph  and  Sarah  (Crit- 
tenden)  Bartlett.     She  died  Xov.   14,   1876.     Chil- 
dren were  bcirn  to  Joel  and  Sally  Griswold  as  fol- 
lows:   Lucy  Ann,  born  Xov.  16,  1820,  is  the  widow 
i>t  D.  Loper  Davis,  of  Guilford.     Clarissa  Judson. 
burn    Dec.    9,    1822,    died    Sept.    2,    1826.      Henry 
Bartlett,  born  Xov.  25,  1824,  married  Polly  E.  \\"il- 
co.x.     Clarissa  Judson   (2),  born  Xov.  10.  1827,  is 
the  widow  of  Henry  X'.  Davis,  of  Guilford.    Thom- 
as, born  March  10,  1832,  married  Sophia  F.  Bishop. 
Joel,   born   Jan.    2,    1836,    first   married     [Margaret 
Coan ;  Mrs.  Carrie  (Walters)  Griswold,  his  widow, 
is  yet  living  in  Guilford.     Mary  was  the  twin  of 
Joel.     Edward,  born  June  30,  1839,  married  Anna 
E.  Dudley.     Charles,  born  July  26,   1841.  married 
Mary  Griswold.    Joel  Griswold,  the  father  of  these 
children,  was  a  man  of  unusual  intelligence.     He 
received  a  good  education  in  his  younger  days,  and 
taught  school  for  a  number  of  terms,  but  his  prin- 
cipal occupation  was  farming.    He  was  an  extensive 
land  owner,  and  ranked  as  one  of  the  leading  citi- 
zens of  Guilford.     His  sage  counsel  was  frequently 
sought,  and  his  good   judgment  and   business   ca- 
pacity often  led  to   his   selection   as   administrator 
of  estates  and  guardian  of  orphaned  children.     In 
politics   he   was   a   Whig   and    later   a   Republican. 
He  served  the  town  of  (juilford  as  selectman  and 
filled  various  other  local  offices.     During  the  Civil 
war  he  was  an  active  defender  of  the  Union,  and 
'm\y  his  advanced  age  prevented  him  from  enlist- 
'ug  in  the  army.     However,  he  gave  to  his  country 
three  -sons,  all  of  whom  survive,  and  two  of  whom 
are  now  business  men  of  Guilford.     He  was  hon- 
orable in  all  his  dealings  and  scrupulouslv  honest. 

60 


He  lived  a  good  Christian  life,  and  died  Aug.  29, 
1879.  mcurned  by  a  wide  circle  of  friends. 

Charles  Griswold,  }-oungest  son  of  Ji^el  and 
Sally  ( Bartlett)  Griswold,  was  bcrn  at  Guilford 
July  26,  1841.  He  was  reared  in  his  native  town, 
and  was  in  his  }"outh  when  the  war  of  the  Rebellion 
began.  He  enlisted  Aug.  5,  1862,  becoming  a  pri- 
vate in  Company  E,  15th  Conn.  \'.  I.,  was  made  a 
sergeant,  and  later  was  transferred  to  the  29th 
Conn.  \'.  L,  as  captain  of  Company  B.  During  his 
service  he  was  in  \irginia  and  Xorth  Carolina,  and 
later  through  Marxland.  South  Carolina  and  Texas, 
and  in  the  latter  State  was  stationed  along  the  Rio 
Grande  to  enforce  the  Monroe  Doctrine.  .Among 
the  men  in  command  were  Gen.  Shafter  and  the 
late  Gen.  Lawton.  Among  the  battles  and  sieges 
in  which  Capt.  Griswold  participated'  were  Fred- 
ericksburg (where  he  was  under  Gen.  Burnside) 
and  the  siege  of  Richmond,  his  regiment  being  the 
first  to  enter  Richmond  after  the  surrender.  In  the 
siege  of  Richmond  Capt.  Griswold  lost  twenty-two 
men,  killed  and  wounded,  out  of  his  company  of 
sixtv-six.  He  was  mustered  out  of  the  service  Oct, 
24,  '1865. 

At  the  close  of  the  war  Capt.  Griswold  returned 
to  Guilford  and  engaged  in  business,  so  continuing,, 
with  the  exception  of  four  years,  up  to  the  present 
time.  In  1875  he  helped  to  establish  the  Guilford 
Savings  Bank,  and  in  1880  was  elected  its  treas- 
urer, remaining  in  that  position  until  1889,  the  time 
of  his  appointment  as  bank  commissioner  of  the- 
State.  After  four  years  in  this  position  he  was- 
again  elected  treasurer  of  the  Savings  Bank.  In. 
1900  he  promoted  and  organized  the  Guilford  Xa- 
tional  Bank,  of  which  he  is  cashier  and  general, 
manager.  Among  Capt.  Griswold's  other  accom- 
plishments may  be  mentioned  surveving,  in  whicli 
line  he  has  done  much  work  in  his  own  and  neigh- 
boring towns.  His  father  was  a  mathematician,  and 
had  intended  to  educate  his  son  for  the  business  of 
civil  engineering.  The  Captain  is  very  methodical 
in  his  business  affairs,  and  his  annual  reports  while 
he  was  bank  commissioner  were  prepared  with  great 
care,  and  were  published  in  a  volume  of  some  300 
pages.  During  this  time  he  traveled  over  20.000 
miles,  visiting  many  States.  While  out  of  business 
in  Guilford  he  was  interested  in  real  estate  in  X'ew 
Haven.  He  has  been  made  conservator,  guardian 
or  administrator  in  a  number  of  cases. 

In  local  affairs  Air.  Griswold  has  taken  a  promi- 
nent part,  and  has  been  an  active  worker  in  the 
ranks  of  the  Republican  party.  He  has  held  a 
number  of  town  offices,  was  school  visitor  for 
twenty  years,  has  been  president  of  the  Board  of 
Education,  and  is  justice  of  the  peace.  In  18S7  he 
was  elected  to  represent  his  district  in  the  State  As- 
sembly, and  was  chairman  of  the  committee  on 
Manufactures,  and  a  member  of  the  committee  on 
Engrosied  Bills.  At  present  he  is  trustee  of  the 
Guilford  Institute.  In  religious  connection  he  is 
a  member  of  the  Congregational  Church,  and  at 
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present  trustee  of  the  society.  Socially  he  belongs 
to  the  Loyal  Legion,  of  New  York,  the  Sons  of 
the  American  Revolution,  the  .\rmy  and  Xavy  Club, 
and  Parmelce  Post,  G.  A.  R.  (of  which  he  was  the 
tirst  commander). 

Mr.  Griswold  was  married,  Feb.  i8,  1864,  to 
Aliss  Mary  E.  Griswold,  who  was  born  ]March 
13,  1841,  daughter  of  Russell  B.  and  Mary  (Jones) 
Griswold,  of  Guilford.  To  them  were  born  two 
children :  Anna  L.,  born  Oct.  4,  1866,  married  Rev. 
Edmund  Vittum,  D.  D.,  of  Grinnell,  Iowa,  May  16, 
1889;  and  Alfred  Russell,  born  June  i",  186S,  is 
engaged  in  business  with  his  father.  I 

ICHABOD  LEE  SCR.\NTOX,  a  retired  sea 
captain,  is  a  member  of  one  of  the  oldest  and  most    : 
prominent  families  of  New  Haven  county,  of  which 
he  is  a  native,  having  been  born  March   12,   1829, 
in  the  town  of  Madison.  ! 

(I)  John  Scranton,  the  first  of  the  name  in 
Guilford,  was  a  native  of  England,  whence  he  came 
to  America  with  a  number  of  other  families,  and  in 
October,  1639,  settled  at  Guilford,  Conn.,  where  he 
passed  the  rest  of  his  days,  dying  Aug.  27,  1671.  j 
He  was  twice  married.  His  first  wife,  Joanna,  ; 
ivhom  he  married  in  England,  died  July  22,  1661, 
and,  for  his  second  wife  he  wedded,  in  Guilford, 
Mrs.  Ada  Hill,  widow  of  Robert  Hill ;  she  died  in 
April,  1685.  Children:  (i)  John,  sketch  of  whom 
follows;  (2)  Thomas,  born  in  1643,  married  I\Irs. 
Deborah  Thompson,  widow  o:  Ebenezer  Thomp- 
son, and  daughter  of  William  Dudley;  (3)  Sarah, 
born  May  16,  1645,  married  John  Bushnell. 

(H)  Capt.  John  Scranton,  born  in  1641  in  Guil-  . 
ford,  removed  in  early  manhood  to  the  eastern  part  ; 
of  the  town  (now  Madison).  locating  in  the  Ham- 
monassett  school  district,  where  he  spent  the  re- 
mainder of  his  life  engaged  in  farming.  He  died 
in  1703,  and  was  buried  in  ^Madison  cemetery.  Capt. 
Scranton  took  the  oath  of  freeman  in  1670.  and 
was  a  member  of  the  Congregational  Church. 
He  was  twice  married,  first  time  on  March  12, 
1673,  to  Mary  Seward,  born  Feb.  28,  1652,  daugh- 
ter of  William  and  Grace  (Xorton)  Seward.  This 
wife  died  in  1688,  and  for  his  second  wife  he  mar- 
ried Dec.  16,  1691,  Elizabeth  Clark,  bom  in  1660, 
a  daughter  of  John  Bishop ;  she  died  in  August, 
1727.  Eight  children  were  born  to  (H)  Capt. 
John  Scranton,  as  follows:  (i)  John,  sketch  of 
whom  follows;  (2)  Mary,  born  in  1678.  married 
July  9,  1699,  Joseph  Stone,  and  died  March  21, 
1758;  (3)  Mercy,  born  1680,  married  Dec.  27,  1717, 
Samuel  Cowles,  of  Cheshire;  (4)  Mehitabel,  bom 
1682;  (5)  Elizabeth,  born  Nov.  4,  1692,  married 
Dec.  27,  1717,  William  Rowlson;  (6)  Anne,  born 
Dec.  27,  1693,  married  Ebenezer  Munger,  and  died 
April  20,  1725;  (7)  Ebenezer,  born  iMarch  16, 
1696,  married  Ann  Rowlson,  and  died  Oct.  6,  1774; 
(8)  Deborah,  born  Dec.  3,  1697,  married  July  5, 
1721,  Abel  Chittenden,  and  died  Nov.  6,  1749. 
(HI)    Capt.  John  Scranton  was  born  in  East 


Guilford,  in  1676,  and  passed  all  his  life  there,  en- 
gaged in  farming,  dying  March  21.  1723.  He  was 
three  times  married:  (first)  Dec.  12,  1699,  to  Mary 
Norton,  born  in  1680:  (second)  to  Mrs.  Sarah  Ev- 
arts.  widow  of  Ebenezer  Evarts  (she  died  Oct.  8, 
1749)  ;  (third)  to  Mary  Bushnell,  of  Saybrook, 
daughter  of  Deacon  Francis  and  Sarah  (Scranton)  i 
Bushnell.  Children  born  to  (III)  Capt.  John  i 
Scranton:  (i)  Mary,  born  July  6,  1701,  married' 
Benjamin  Bushnell;  (2)  John,  born  April  14,  1703, 
was  drowned  in  1738  in  the  Hammonassett  river, 
Madison;  (3)  Josiah,  born  July  19,  1705,  married 
Mary  Dickson,  and  died  Sept.  8,  1751  ;  (4)  Sarah, 
born  Nov.  25,  1707;  (5)  Hannah,  born  March  3,  j 
1709;  (6)  Submit,  born  June  18,  1712,  married  i 
Simeon  Chittenden,  and  died  April  15,  1796;  (7)  ! 
Noah,  born  June  20,  1715.  married  Esther  Brad- 
ley, and  died  Dec.  4,  1760;  (8)  Ichabod,  sketch  of 
whom  follows;  (9)  Hannah,  born  March  3,  1718, 
married  Nathaniel  Allis,  Nov.  20,  1739,  and  died 
June  20,  1783;  (10)  Ann,  born  May  16,  1720,  mar- 
ried John  Bushnell,  of  Saybrook,  Conn.;  (11)  Re- 
becca, born  Sept.  12,  1722,  married  David  Hoyt,  of 
Madison,  and  died  May  5,  1798. 

(IV)  Ichabod  Scranton,  born  Feb.  19,  1717,  in 
East  Guilford  (now  Madison),  Conn.,  was  a  life- 
long agriculturist.  He  was  a  captain  in  the  old 
French  war,  and  in  that  capacity  went  to  Louis- 
bourg,  Cape  Breton,  Canada,  also  to  Ticonderoga. 
While  returning  home  from  the  latter  expedition 
he  was  seized  with  smallpox  at  Albany,  N.  Y.,  of 
which  he  died  Dec.  i,  1760,  and  he  was  buried  pri- 
vately, by  night,  on  Clapboard  Hill.  Several  sol- 
diers of  his  company  died  during  the  campaign  in 
the  north.  Ichabod  Scranton  married  Chloe  Fow- 
ler, born  March  29,  1723,  and  died  Dec.  10,  1791. 
Children:  (i)  Chloe  married  Daniel  Meigs,  and 
died  May  26,  1788;  (2)  Elizabeth,  born  1747,  mar- 
ried Edmund  Wilcox,  and  died  Aug.  26,  1813,  in 
Bergen.  N.  Y. ;  (3)  Theophilus,  sketch  of  whom 
follows;  (4)  Abraham,  born  Sept.  10,  I7S4,  mar- 
ried Lucy  Stone  and  he  died  Feb.  24,  1844;  (5) 
Ichabod,  born  Dec.  10.  1757,  died  May  24,  1792 
(he  was  an  officer  of  distinction,  in  a  troop  of  cav- 
j  airy  in  the  Revolutionary  war). 
:  (V)    Theophilus   Scranton,  born   Dec.    i,   1751, 

I  in  ^Madison,  a  farmer  bv  occupation,  died  Feb.  16, 
!  1827,  and  is  buried  in  Madison  cemetery.  He  mar- 
ried Abigail  Lee,  bom  July  11,  1754,  daughter  of 
Jonathan  and  Mary  Lee.  of  Madison ;  she  died  Dec. 
23,  1840,  at  the  ripe  old  age  of  nearly  eighty-six 
years.  Children:  (i)  Erastus,  born  -Aug.  i, 
1777,  was  a  minister;  he  married  Mary  Prudon, 
and  died  Oct.  5,  1861  ;  (2)  Parnel,  born  March  18, 
1779,  married  William  Whitsey,  and  died  April, 
T858;  (3)  Jonathan,  born  Oct.  10,  1781.  marri.'J 
Roxanna  Crompton,  and  died  July  27,  1847;  (4) 
Charlotte,  born  Jan.  21,  1783,  married  Nathan 
Clark,  and  died  March  5,  1823;  (5)  Chloe,  bom 
Oct.  2,  1784,  married  first  Reuben  Judson,  and 
'  second,  Jan.  18,  1823,  Nathan  Bushnell,  of  Madi- 
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v,iii,  and  died  July  5.  1873:  (6)  Theophiliis,  born 
April  13,  1786.  married  Elizabeth  \V'arner,  and 
<|ied  May  14.  1859:  (7)  Hubbard,  born  ^[ay  4, 
1788;  (8)  Leman,  born  'Sla.y  10,  1790,  died  Aug. 
JO,  1791 ;  (9)  Ichabod  Lee,  sketch  of  whom  fol- 
lows; (10)  Henry,  born  Xov.  i,  1794,  married  Ra- 
chel Linsley,  and  died  March  4.  1876;  (11)  Abi- 
gail, born  May  15.  1797.  died  May  10,  1810. 

(VI)  Ichabod  Lee  Scranton.  father  of  the  sub- 
ject proper  of  this  sketch,  was  born  July  15.  1792, 
in  Madison,  Conn.,  where  he  was  reared  and  edu- 
cated. In  his  youncrer  days  he  taug^ht  school,  later 
becoming  engaged  in  mercantile  business  in  ]\Iadi- 
son,  as  coal  dealer,  grocery  merchant,  etc.,  from 
there  moving  to  New  Haven,  afterward  to  New 
York,  in  both  of  which  cities  he  was  engaged  in 
business,  in  the  latter  conducting  a  produce  busi- 
ness some  fifteen  years.  The  later  days  of  his  life 
he  spent  in  Madison,  dying  there  June  18,  1881, 
and  his  remains  were  buried  in  the  cemetery  there. 
He  was  a  colonel  in  the  militia,  and  at  one  time  was 
oflfered  the  position  of  brigadier  general,  but  de- 
clined the  honor.  In  politics  he  was  first  a  \\  hig, 
later  a  Republican,  while  in  religious  faith  he  was 
a  member  of  the  Congregational  Church  for  over 
fifty  years.  He  built  and  owned  over  twenty  ves- 
sels, being  captain  of  several  engaged  in  the  local 
trade,  and  he  was  also  a  stockholder  in  the  Shore 
Line  Railroad.  A  very  quiet,  unassuming  man,  he 
was  of  a  comparatively  retiring  disposition,  and 
was  highly  respected  for  his  integrity  and  probitv. 

Mr.  Scranton  was  twice  married,  (first)  Nov. 
26,  1827,  in  Madison,  to  Artemisia  Hand,  born 
Sept.  15.  1807,  and  died  June  12,  1838;  she  was 
a  daughter  of  Daniel  and  Artemisia  (]Meigs)  Hand, 
and  a  granddaughter  of  Capt.  Daniel  Hand.  Chil-: 
dren  by  this  union:  fi)  Ichabod  Lee.  sketch  of 
whom  follows;  (2)  Artemisia  Meigs,  born  April 
14,  1831,  died  Sept.  to.  1832:  (3)  Artemisia  Meigs 
(2),  bom  Sept.  7,  1833,  married  William  Skinner; 
(4)  Daniel  Hand,  born  Jan.  15,  1838,  died  in  in- 
fancy. For  his  second  wife  Mr.  Scranton  wedded 
Lucey  Ann  Easton,  born  March  i,  1808,  in  New 
York,  died  Alarch  6,  1880.  and  is  buried  in  Madi- 
son cemetery.  By  this  union  there  was  one  child, 
Mary  Augusta,  born  June  8,  1848,  died  July  2, 
1848. 

(VII)  Ichabod  Lee  Scranton,  whose  name  opens 
this  memoir,  received  his  education  in  part  at  the 
district  schools  of  Aladison.  in  part  at  Lee's  Acad- 
emy, and  at  an  early  age  commenced  "a  life  on  the 
ocean  wave,"  first  on  his  father's  vessel.  At  the 
age  of  eighteen  he  was  part  owner  and  master  of 
the  sloop  "Falcon"  in  the  produce  trade  to  New 
York  and  other  ports  on  the  Atlantic  coast.  For 
over  thirty  years  he  was  engaged  in  the  coasting 
trade,  freighting,  etc.,  after  which  he  took  up  agri- 
cultural pursuits  on  the  Leete  farm  at  East  River, 
where  he  is  now  living  retired.  Mr.  Scranton  is  a 
man  of  education,  well  read,  well  known  and  highly 
respected,  a  member  of  the  Congregational  Church, 


I  and  a  member  of  the  I.  O.  O.  F.    He  is  a  Republi- 
i  can   in   politics,-  and   in    1880   was   elected   on   that 
ticket  to  the  State  Legislature,  and  served  on  the 
I  committee  on  Sales  of  Land. 

I         Capt.  Scranton  has  been  twice  married,   (first) 
i  May     18,     1853,    in    Madison,   to   Deborah    Ward 
Scranton,  born   Feb.  9,   1834,  and  died  June  22, 
1877;  she  was  a  daughter  of  Ichabod  Benjamin  and 
[  Fanny    Antha    (Wilcox)     Scranton,     and     grand- 
,  daughter  of  Abraham   and   Lucy    (Stone)    Scran- 
j  ton,  the  former  of  whom  was  a  soldier  in  the  war 
j  of  the  Revolution  from  the  time  he  was  sixteen  years 
I  old  up  to  the  close  of  the  conflict.     Children  born 
I  to  this  marriage:   (i)   Wallace  Lee,  born  June  24, 
\  1854,  is  a  mechanical  engineer  of  Madison;  he  mar- 
I  ried    Harriet    ("Hattie")    Crompton,    daughter    of 
George  Crompton ;  one  child,   Catherine   Deborah, 
:  born  in  1886,  graces    their    home.    (2)     Benjamhi 
'  Hand,  born  Nov.  7,  1856,  resides  in  Detroit,  Mich., 
j  and  is  president  of  thfe  American  Electrical  Heater 
I  Co.;  he  married  Nancy  Andrews.  (3)  Daniel  Hand, 
bom  May  22,   1859,  married  Oct.   11,   1888,  Alida 
!  Josephine  Scranton ;  he  resides  in  Trenton,  N.  J., 
!  and    represents    R.    G,     Dun   &   Co.'s    Mercantile 
I  agency.      (4)    Lizzie  Ward,  born    Dec.    17,    1863, 
married  Edwin  W.  Munger.     (5)  George  Edward, 
born   Aug.    i,   1865,  lives   in  Chicago;   he  married 
Julia  Jerome,    of    Detroit,    Mich.       (6)     William 
Skinner,  bom  Feb.  22.  1873,  is  in  the  building  and 
loan  business,  and  running  a  Pan-American  hotel 
at  Buffalo.     On  June  20,  1900,  in  Buft'alo,  he  mar- 
ried Ethel  Blackstone.     For  his  second  wife  Capt. 
.  Scranton  married,   in    1879,   in   New   Haven,    Mrs. 
I  Emily  (Isbell)  Lee,  of  Killingworth,  Conn.,  widow 
of  Newton  Lee.     She  died  in  1884,  and  is  buried  in 
!  ]\Iadison    cemetery.      There    were   no    children    by 
,  this  marriage. 

j  MICHAEL  DONOHUE,  retired  merchant, 
i  Waterbury,  of  which  city  he  has  been  a  resident 
'  since  1836,  is  a  native  of  Ireland,  born  June  18, 
I  1817,  in  County  Cavan. 

Bryan  Donohue,  father  of  cur  subject,  and  who 
!  never  left  his  native  land,  Erin,  was  a  farmer  there 
all  his  days.     He  married  Ellen    Lynch,    also    of 
I  County  Cavan,  and  a  family  of  eight  children  were 
!  born  to  them,  named   as   follows :     Thomas,   Pat- 
rick,   James,    Bryan,    Michael,    Ann.    Bridget    and 
Mary.    Of  these,  Mary  is  yet  living  in  Ireland:  and 
Patrick  came  to  America,  lived  in  Waterbury  for 
a  time,  and  then  went  to  Wisconsin,  where  he  died. 
:  All  the  rest,  except  our  subject,  are  also  deceased. 
I         Michael  Donohue,  whose  name  introduces  these 
j  lines,  attended  school  in  his  native  land,  also  helped 
'  on  his  father's   farm,  and  at  the  age  of  nineteen, 
came  to  the  United   States,  landing  at  New   York 
after  a  voyage  of  over  seven  weeks  in  a  sailing  ves- 
sel, there  being  no  steamships  in  those  days.     From 
New  York  he  came  direct  to  Waterbury,  in   1836, 
and  has  been  here  ever  since,  except   for  a  short 
,  time  spent  in  Wisconsin,  where  he  bought  100  acres 
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of  land.  He  is  now  the  oldest  living  Irishman  in 
the  city,  all  those  that  were  here  when  he  came  be- 
ingf  dead.  For  a  time  he  worked  in  Benedict  & 
Burnham's  factory,  before  the  days  of  steam  power, 
when  bells  were  rung  to  call  the  people  to  work, 
and  he  well  remembers  the  hard  times  of  1837, 
when  everything  was  at  a  standstill,  and  during  that 
long-to-be  remembered  financial  crisis  not  a  bell 
was  heard  from  the  si.x  factories  in  W'aterbury. 

About  the  year  1840  Mr.  Donohue  embarked  in 
the  grocery  business  at  the  'corner  of  Bridge  and 
Baldwin  streets,  and  successfully  conducted  same 
for  several  years,  or  until  1842,  when  he  retired, 
having  amassed  a  comfortable  competence. 

In  1840  -Mr.  Donohue  married  Bridget  Coyle,  a 
native  of  County  Longford,  Ireland,  and  seven  chil- 
dren were  born  to  tliis  union,  a  brief  record  of 
them  being  as  follows:  Thomas  (deceased)  was 
a  lawyer  in  W'aterbury;  Michael  (deceased)  was  a 
painter;  James  died  in  infancy;  Helen  is  the  widow 
of  Maurice  Grelle ;  Mary  A.  is  a  school  teacher  in 
Waterbury ;  Kate  is  the  deceased  wife  of  Albert 
Beach,  of  W'aterbury ;  and  the  youngest  died  in 
infancy.  The  mother  of  these  passed  from  earth 
Jan.  16,  1892.  In  religious  faith  Mr.  Donohue  is  a 
member  of  Immaculate  Conception  parish,  Roman 
Catholic  Church.  When  he  came  to  Waterbur}- 
there  was  no  Catholic  priest  nearer  than  New  Ha- 
ven. A  Democrat  in  politics,  his  first  presidential 
vote  was  cast  for  ]\[artin  \"an  Buren ;  in  municipal 
matters  he  has  served  his  adopted  city  as  council- 
man and  as  a  member  of  the  board  of  education. 
He  owns  considerable  property  in  W'aterbury,  which 
he  rents,  and  he  is  one  of  the  most  popular  men 
in  the  city  and  vicinity,  all  his  fellow  countrymen 
looking  up  to  him  as  to  a  patriarch. 

SUMXER  WESLEY  BRAY,  a  highly  es- 
teemed resident  of  Milford.  in  which  town  he  ranks 
among  the  most  thrifty  farmers,  was  born  in  Dover, 
Maine,  March  21,  1838.  son  of  Sumner  and  Sarah 
(Shipley)  Bray.  The  family  is  of  English  origin, 
and  his   great-grandfather   was   born   m   England. 

Daniel  Bray,  the  grandfather  of  our  subject, 
was  born  probably  in  Maine,  where  he  spent  his 
manhood,  engaged  in  farming.  He  married,  and 
had  the  following  children  :  Daniel  is  a  farmer  near 
Houlton,  Aroostook  Co.,  Maine;  Asa  was  a  farmer 
in  that  State;  Lebbtus  is  a  Methodist  minister; 
Comings  was  also  an  M.  E.  preacher;  Cyrus  is  a 
farmer  in  Maine :  Sumner  is  mentioned  more  fully 
below  ;  Betsey  (  deceased )  was  a  school  teacher  ; 
Jane  married  Moses  \\'ashburn ;  Phoebe,  a  school 
teacher,  died  unmarried. 

Sumner  Bray,  our  subject's  father,  was  born  in 
181 1,  in  Minot.  Maine,  and  followed  farming  for 
many  years,  dying  in  1885.  His  wife,  Sarah  (Ship- 
ley), was  born  in  Maine,  and  her  father  was  a 
native  of  the  same  State.  They  had  four  children : 
Mary  died  unmarried,  aged  twenty-one ;  Sumner 
W.,  our  subject,  was  next  in  the  order  of  birth; 


Sarah  married  Elijah  }ilarrell  (now  deceased),  a 
native  of  Maine,  and  a  farmer  and  carpenter  by 
occupation  ;  W'illard  is  a  farmer  in  Milford,  Con- 
necticut. 

Our  subject  assisted  his  father  on  the  homestead 
until  he  reached  the  age  of  twenty-three,  and, 
though  his  advantages  were  inferior  to  those  en- 
joyed by  the  youth  of  the  present  day,  he  secured 
a  practical  education  in  the  neighboring  district 
school,  attending  until  eighteen  years  old.  While 
under  the  parental  roof  he  gave  his  earnings  to  his 
father,  and  his  own  start  in  life  was  accordingly 
humble,  his  only  capital  being  a  full  stock  of  en- 
ergy and  ambition.  Hard  work  and  persevering  in- 
dustry, however,  supplied  the  financial  lack,  and 
before  many  years  had  elapsed  he  was  on  the  high 
road  to  prosperity.  Shortly  after  his  marriage  he 
located  in  W'est  Cpton,  Mass.,  where  he  was  em- 
ployed for  seven  years  in  a  straw  factory.  Here 
his  native  ability  for  getting  the  best  results  in 
whatever  he  undertakes  soon  asserted  itself.  He 
began  very  modestly,  but  his  faithful  services  and 
steady  habits  were  noted  by  his  employer,  W. 
Knowlton,  who  rewarded  them  with  advancement, 
so  that  at  the  end  of  the  period  mentioned  he  had 
charge  of  the  large  farm  of  that  gentleman,  who 
owned  3,000  acres  of  land,  and  kept  much  stock. 
Mr.  Bray  also  filled  numerous  positions  of  respon- 
sibility in  and  about  the  factory,  being  general  su- 
perintendent of  the  outside  work  and  having  charge 
of  the  shipping.  In  1870  he  left,  of  his  own  ac- 
cord, and  came  to  I\Iilford,  New  Haven  Co.,  Conn., 
taking  a  similar  position  in  the  factory  there,  and 
so  continued  for  about  fifteen  years.  At  the  end 
of  that  time  he  purchased  his  present  farm,  but 
instead  of  taking  possession  at  once  he  went  to 
Scarsdale,  N.  Y.,  to  manage  a  farm  for  W'illiam 
Adams,  of  No.  33  Wall  street.  New  York  City. 
The  position  came  unsolicited,  Mr.  Bray  having 
the  reputation  of  being  a  first-class  farmer. 

Returning  to  Milford  four  years  later  our  sub- 
ject engaged  in  farming  at  his  homestead,  an  at- 
tractive place  of  fifty-six  acres,  where  he  now  makes 
a  specialty  of  raising  garden  stutt  and  dairying. 
;\Ir.  Bray  has  erected  all  the  buildings  on  this 
place,  which  under  his  systematic  management  has 
been  brought  to  a  high  state  of  cultivation.  He 
has  succeeded,  by  constant  thrift,  in  acquiring  a  very 
comfortable  competence,  and  has  succeeded  equally 
well  in  maintaining  the  high  standards  of  integrity 
and  honor  which  were  early  set  before  him.  Reared 
under  Christian  influences,  and  impressed  with  the 
value  of  a  good  name,  he  has  never  swerved  from 
the  paths  laid  out  for  him  in  his  youth,  all  his 
trarLsactions  bearing  the  stamp  of  honesty  and 
straightforwardness.  To-day  he  stands  high  in  the 
esteem  of  his  fellow  men,  a  credit  to  his  parentage 
and  to  the  community  which  has  so  long  claimed 
him.  Air.  Bray  is  very  unassuming  in  his  manners 
and  habits.  He  takes  an  intelligent  interest  in  pub- 
lic affairs,  is  a  stanch  Republican  in  politics,  and  is 
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conscientious  in  the  discliart;"e  of  what  he  believes 
to  bo  bis  duty  as  a  citizen. 

In  Tuly.  1861,  Mr.  Rray  was  united  in  marriasfe 
w'itli  Miss  Hattie  Field,  of  Garland.  Maine,  who 
was  born  Julv  16,  1838.  a  daughter  of  Capt.  Will- 
iam Field,  a  well-known  sea  captain.  All  Mr. 
r.ray"s  children  were  bv  this  union,  viz.:  Edgar, 
born  May  27,  1863,  died  in  infancy.  Ervin  J-,  born 
Aup;.  I,  1864,  is  married  and  has  three  children, 
r.essie  M.,  James  S.  and  Helen ;  he  is  employed 
in  a  straw  factory  in  Brooklyn.  Scyston  \'.,  born 
March  3,  1869,  is  a  conductor  in  the  North  Haven 
frciiijht  yard;  he  is  married  and  has  one  child,  El- 
liott. Lillian,  born  Julv  11,  1870,  died  in  infancy. 
Howard  E.,  born  March  9.  1874,  died  in  infancy. 
William  S.,  born  Sept.  2^.  1880.  died  May  i,  1901  : 
be  was  a  most  promisine  young  man,  superior  in 
every  way,  and  of  great  help  to  his  father,  having 
always  lived  at  home.  The  mother  of  these  passed 
away  Xov.  28,  1881.  On  June  17,  1883,  in  Alil- 
ford,  !Mr.  Bray  married,  for  his  second  wife,  Mrs. 
Martha  Ellen  ( Dickey  1  Clements,  who  was  born  in 
1838  in  Cornwallis,  Xova  Scotia,  daughter  of 
George  and  Sarah  Jane  (  Bennett )  Dickey,  who  had 
a  family  of  nine  children.  Mr.  Dickey  was  a  farmer 
by  occupation.  Mrs.  Dickev  now  makes  her  home 
with  her  daughter.  ]\Irs.  Bray,  in  Milford,  and, 
tliough  almost  ninety-one  vears  old,  is  well  pre- 
served and  enjoys  good  health.  Mrs.  Bray  is  a 
thorough  business  woman,  and  has  proved  an  effi- 
cient helpmate  to  her  energetic  husband,  who  at- 
tributes much  of  his  success  to  her  careful  manage- 
ment and  industry.  She  is  a  Baptist  in  religious 
connection,  and  our  subject  is  identified  with  the 
C'orgregational  Church. 

HERBERT  CLARK  BALDWIN,  a  represen- 
tative farmer  and  one  of  the  most  influential  and 
tx'pular  citizens  of  Beacon  Falls,  is  a  native  of  New 
Haven  county,  born  in  the  town  of  O.xford  Sept. 
3.  1840,  son  of  Lucian'  Baldwin. 

'  )ur  subject's  father  was  born  Feb.  6.  1800,  in 
what  is  now  Naugatuck.  but  was  then  known  as 
Watcrbury.  The  grandfather,  Alathew  Baldwin, 
spent  his  life  as  a  farmer  in  Xaugatuck.  In  his 
family  were  seven  children,  namely:  Alanson,  who 
engaged  in  farming  in  Xaugatuck  until  his  death; 
Marshall,  also  a  farmer  of  that  town:  Lucian,  the 
father  of  our  subject:  :\Iiles,  who  died  voung: 
Lockey,  who  married  a  Mr.  Wooster,  a  farmer  of 
Xaugatuck;  Emcline,  who  married  a  Mr.  Sperrv,  a 
farmer  of  Milford;  and  Harriette. 

By  occupation  Lucian  Baldwin  was  a  farmer  and 
school  teacher.  In  politics  he  was  a  Whig.  He 
died  Sept.  20,  1855.  honored  and  respected  by  all 
who  knew  him.  He  first  married  Laura  Johnson, 
and  they  had  one  child.  The  mother  died  voung, 
and  Mr.  Baldwin  married  .-\urelia  Tolles,  who  was 
born  in  Bethanv.  this  countv,  Aug.  12.  1803,  and 
died  Sept.  21,  1880.  Her  father,  Daniel  Tolled,  was 
a  farmer  of  Bethany.     Our  subject  is  the  fifth  in 


i   the  order  of  birth  in  a  family  of  seven  children,  the 

I  others  being  as   follows:     Mary  T.,  born  Julv  8, 

;  1833,  died  Jan.  i,  1837;  Ellen  A.',  born  Dec.  5,  1834, 

;  died  April  5,  1836;  Milo  L.,  born  March  12.  1836, 

died  May  23,  1864;  Henry  D..  born  Aug.  15,  1837, 

'■  was  a  stone  mason  by  trade,  and  died  Xov.  15.  1882: 

i  Edward  W..  born  May  29,  1843,  is  a  hotel-keeper 

in   Boston,  Mass. :  and  Ellen  A.,  born   March   20, 

1846,  is  the  wife  of  William  D.  Gilbert,  a  carpenter 

;  of  Derby. 

During  his  boyhood  and  youth  Herbert  C.  Bald- 
'  win  attended  the  local  schools  and  assisted  in  the 
i  labors  of  the  home  farm.     He  was  fifteen  years  of 
'  age  at  the  time  of  his  father's  death,  when  more  of 
the  farm  work  fell  to  his  share,  and  for  three  years 
thereafter  he  also  worked  for  neighboring  farmers. 
In  September,  1861,  he  laid  aside  all  personal  inter- 
ests and  joined  the  boys  in  blue,  being  mustered  in 
j  at  Xew  Haven,  Xov.  7th.  as  a  member  of  Company 
K,   13th  Conn.  V.   I.,   which  was  first  assigned  to 
!  the  Department  of  the  Gulf.     He  participated  in  the 
j  engagements  at  Georgia  Landing,  Irish  Bend,  Cane 
^  River,  Mansuary  Plains,  and  the  siege  of  Port  Hud- 
!  son;   was  also   through  the   Red   River   campaign, 
;  and  in   1864  was  transferred  with  his  command  to 
Mrginia,  having  re-enlisted   for  three  years'  more 
I   service.     There  under  Cien.  Sheridan,  he  took  part 
I  in  the  battles  of  Berryville.  \\'inchester,  Fisher  Hill 
j  and  Cedar  Creek,  where  he  was  wounded.     He  was 
'  made  corporal  Dec.    12.    1862;   sergeant,   Aug.   27, 
1863  ;  first  sergeant,  Xov.  i.  1864;  second  lieutenant. 
Jan.   I,  1865;  and  was  brevetted  first  lieutenant  to 
date  from  ^^larch   13,   1865,  for  gallant  and  meri- 
torious service  at  Port  Hudson.     He  was  mustered 
out  April  25,  1866,  and  returned  to  Oxford.     In  the 
fall   of  that   year  he   bought   his   present    farm   of 
eighty-eight  acres,  in  Oxford,  and  now  included  in 
the  town  of  Beacon  Falls,  which  was  incorporated 
as  a  town  in  1871.     He  has  since  devoted  his  ener- 
gies, with  the  most  gratifying:  results,  to  the  culti- 
vation and  improvement  of  this  tract. 

On  Dec.  25,  1866,  Mr.  Baldwin  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Miss  Josephine  H.  Jones,  a  native  of 
Scott.  Cortland  Co.,  X.  Y.  Her  parents.  Van 
Rensselaer  and  Helen  (Clute)  Jones,  were  natives 
of  Onondaga  and  Saratoga  counties,  X'.  Y..  re- 
spectively, and  the  father  was  a  farmer  and  coun- 
tr}'  merchant.  He  died  in  1888,  but  the  mother  is 
still  living.  Thev  were  faithful  members  of  the 
Baptist  Church,  and  in  politics  he  was  a  Democrat. 
To  them  were  born  eight  children :  One  that  died 
in  infancy;  Elizabeth;  Harriet;  Mary:  Josephine 
H. ;  another  who  died  in  infancv;  George;  and 
William.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Baldwin  had  seven  chil- 
dren, whose  names  and  dates  of  birth  are  as  fol- 
lows:  Edward  D..  June  11,  1868;  Lucian  E..  Jan. 
20,  1870;  Alfred  C,"  Dec.  5.  1872;  Hattie  M.,  May 
2.  1874;  Herbert  C,  Tr.,  .Vug.  8.  1876;  William  .\., 
Jan.  21,  1884;  and  Harold  T.,  Dec.  24.  1886.  Ed- 
ward D.  died  Feb.  18,  1869,  and  William  A.  died 
July  7,  1885,  but  the  others  are  still  living.     Lucian 
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E.  is  now  a  traveling'  salesman,  residiii";  in  Rye, 
N.  Y.,  and  Alfred  C.  is  an  attorney  of  Derby,  Con- 
necticut. 

Mr.  Baldwin  is  a  member  of  Upson  Post,  No. 
40,  G.  A.  R.,  of  Seymour,  and  also  of  the  Grange. 
Politically  he  is  a  stanch  supporter  of  the  Republi- 
can party,  and  his  fellow  citizens,  recognizing  his 
worth  and  ability,  have  often  called  him  to  public 
office.  He  has  served  as  assessor ;  member  of  the 
board  of  relief;  justice  of  the  peace:  first  selectman 
many  years;  selectman  from  1873  to  1890,  inclusive, 
being  chairman  of  the  board  during  that  time  with 
the  exception  of  two  years ;  and  represented  his 
town  in  the  State  Legislature  in  1876,  1880,  1883, 
1884,  1891,  1899  and  1901.  His  public  and  private 
records  are  above  reproach,  for  his  career  has  ever 
been  characterized  by  the  utmost  fidelity  to  duty. 
He  is  public-spirited  and  progressive,  and  gives 
his  support  to  all  measures  for  the  general  good. 

RICHARD  TALBOT  was  born  in  the  parish 
of  Dagnal,  near  London,  England,  Feb.  28,  1838, 
<i  son  of  George  Talbot,  who  was  born  in  London 
Oct.  16,  1818.  The  father  was  a  straw  hat  and 
bonnet  manufacturer,  and  was  quite  successful  in 
his  business.  He  took  an  active  part  in  London 
IX)litics,  and  was  a  great  worker  in  the  Episcopal 
Church.  In  1869  he  came  to  the  L'nited  States, 
and  set  up  in  his  business  atWestboro,  Mass.,  and 
also  at  South  Framingham.  same  State,  for  a  num- 
ber of  years  being  engaged  in  it,  but  finally  remov- 
ing to  Cheshire.  Conn.,  where  he  lived  on  a  farm 
several  years  before  his  death.  Aug.  18.  1888.  His 
remains  were  interred  at  W'allingford.  Conn.  Han- 
nah Norman,  of  Buckingham  county,  England,  born 
March  11.  1810.  became  his  wife  in  1837.  arid  died 
in  Dunstable,  England,  June  i,  1850.  and  was  bur- 
ied in  the  cemetery  at  that  place.  To  them  were 
born  two  children:  Richard;  and  Charles  \V.,  now 
living  in  Leominster,  Mass.,  where  he  is  an  etcher 
on  cutlery. 

George  J.  Talbot,  father  of  George  and  grand- 
father of  Richard,  was  engaged  as  a  house  decora- 
tor in  London,  and  had  his  place  of  business  on 
Drury  Lane.  Born  In  1784.  he  died  at  the  early 
age  of  thirty-four.  Fannie  Paul,  his  wife,  was  of 
the  familv  to  which  John  Paul  Jones,  the  great 
sailor,  belonged.  Their  children  were:  Marv  M., 
Mira  B..  John  G.  ("who  died  at  the  age  of  sixteen 
years),  George  and  Fannie.  George  John  Talbot, 
father  of  George  J.,  was  a  man  of  independent 
means,  which  largely  came  to  him  as  an  inheritance. 
His  wife's  Christian  name  was  Mary  ^Martha,  and 
thev  had  two  children.  George  J.  and  James.  The 
family  sprang  from  one  of  the  youngest  branches 
of  the  Shrewesbury  family,  and  is  one  of  the  oldest 
names  in  England.  Its  ancestrv  can  be  traced 
farther  back  than  1412.  when  John  Talbot  was 
kniehtcd  and  made  an  Earl. 

Richard  Talbot  was  educated  at  Dunstable, 
England,  and  left  school  at    the  age    of    thirteen 


years,  to  become  an  apprentice  at  the  shoemaking 
trade  in  Northampton,  where  he  remained  seven 
years.  He  then  worked  at  his  trade  in  London  and 
in  Northampton  until  he  came  to  this  country. 
Leaving  Liveri>ool,  Jan.  19,  1861,  he  crossed  the 
ocean,  and  immediately  came  to  Wallingford,  em- 
ployment being  secured  by  him  with  L.  C.  Ryerson,. 
where  he  worked  as  a  boot-maker  for  about  a  year. 
On  May  2,  1862,  he  began  business  for  himself  in 
the  Lewis  building,  on  North  Main  street,  where 
he  remained  eleven  years.  For  about  five  vears  h..^ 
was  on  Fair  street,  and  then  he  built  his  present 
store  on  Centre  street.  ]\Ir.  Talbot  is  a  very  skill- 
ful workman,  and  in  former  days  made  a  specialtN' 
of  fine  custom  work,  and  had  several  men  working 
for  him.  At  the  present  time  he  is  devoting  his 
attention  to  fine  repairing,  and  is  carrying  a  first 
class  stock  of  boots  and  shoes. 

The  oldest  business  man  in  Wallingford,  hi.s- 
reputation  as  a  boot  and  shoe  maker  is  second  to 
none  in  the  State. 

Mr.  Talbot   is   a  member  of   Accanant   Lodge, 
No.  yj,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  where  he  has  passed  through 
I  the  various   chairs,   ancil   is   now   chairman   of   the 
I  board  of  trustees,  and  he  is  a  member  of  Atlantic 
;  Encampment,  No.  28,  of  Meriden ;  he  is  also  iden- 
i  tified  with  the  Red  Men.     He  has  been  treasurer  of 
j  Compass   Lodge,   No.  9,  F.   &  A.   M.,  since   187S, 
i   and  has  risen  to  high  standing  in  the  Masonic  fra- 
i  ternity  in  the    intervening  years,    having    attained 
i  the  32d  degree.     He  is  enrolfed  in  Keystone  Chap- 
ter, No.  27,  R.  A.  M. :  Hamilton  Council,  No.  22. 
R.  &  S.  M. ;  St.  Elmo  Commanderv,  No.  9,  K.  T.  r 
\  the   jMystic   Shrine :  and  LaFayette  Consistory,   S. 
i   P.  R.  S.,  Ancient  and  Accepted  Scottish  Rite.  321! 
dbgree.      Politically    Mr.    Talbot    is    a   Republican,. 
1  and  in  his  religious  belief  is  a  Methodist. 
I         On  Nov.   29,   1858.   Mr.  Talbot  was   united   iir 
'  marriage   with   Miss    Elizabeth   James,    of    North- 
amptonshire,    England,     a    daughter    of    Joseph 
i  James.    They  have  had  the  following  children  :  ( i  I 
George  J.,   connected   with   his    father  in   business 
'  at  Wallingford,  married  !May  Chapman,  and  is  the 
\  father  of  Arthur  R. :  G.  Vernon ;  Earl  C. :  Milton 
I  A.  and  Hazel  M.     (2)   Fannie  E.  died  at  the  age 
'  of  thirteen  months.    (3)    Frank  W..  a  silver  smith 
with   R.    Wallace   &    Sons,    married    Mrs.     Sarah 
i   Shrives,  of  Kansas,    f  4 )  William  A.,  a  railwav  mai! 
,   clerk  on  the  N.  Y.,   N.   H.  &  H.  R.  R..  betweeir 
!   Springfield  and  New  York,  has  his  home  in  Spring- 
field :  he  married  IMiss  Hattie  M.  Wilcox,  of  New- 
Haven,  and  has  two  children :   Frank  E.  and  Louise 
j   W.      (5)  Harrie  J.,  born  Tan.  12,  1869,  is  employed 
i   at  the  factory  of  R.  Wallace  &  Sons ;  he  married 
Miss  Emma  .A^.  Williams,  of  Wallingford,  who  dieil 
J   May  2,  1900.      (6)  Frances  A.  died  June  29,  1872. 

WILBUR  W.  SMITH.  One  of  the  best  known- 
citizens  of  Seymour  is  its  genial  and  popular  post- 
master, the  subject  of  this  sketch.  For  many  years 
he  has  resided  in  that  flourishing  little  city,  and  by 
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Jiis  fellow  citizens  he  has  been  frequently  honored 
at  the  polls.  He  was  a  veteran  otiicer  of  distinction 
and  merit. 

Captain  Smith  was  born  in  Westville,  Conn.. 
Jan.  9,  1829,  a  son  of  Sylvester  and  Henrietta 
(Cadwell)  Smith.  The  father,  a  prominent  paper 
man.tifacturer,  was  born  in  Springfield,  Mass..  in 
1808,  and  in  1832  removed  to  Seymour.  There 
lie  found  work  in  a  paper  mill,  following-  it  for  a 
number  of  years.  Later  he  began  the  manufacture 
of  paper  and  continued  the  business  successfully 
until  1869.  At  that  time  he  was  the  oldest  paper 
manufacturer  at  Seymour.  He  was  also  engaged 
in  the  manufacture  of  strawboard,  employing  a 
large  number  of  hands.  Sylvester  Smith  was  a 
man  of  unusually  forceful  character.  He  was  ar- 
dent in  his  political  convictions,  a  prominent  church 
worker  and  in  every  sense  public  spirited  and  en- 
terprising. In  politics  he  was  a  Republican  and 
twice  he  was  elected  a  member  of  the  State  Leg- 
islature, first  in  1850  from  the  town  of  Derby, 
which  then  included  Seymour,  and  later  in  1865. 
from  the  latter  town.  Himself  and  wife  were  prom-  ' 
inent  members  of  the  M.  E.  Church ;  in  fact  Mr. 
Smith  was  a  leading  spirit  in  the  denomination  and 
often  conducted  religious  services,  preaching  in 
every  village  within  a  radius  of  twenty  miles.  He 
accumulated  considerable  real  estate,  the  rewards 
of  his  manufacturing  business.  He  was  a  member 
of  Mechanics  Lodge,  L  O.  O.  F.,  serving  many 
years  as  chaplain  of  the  Lodge.  He  died  in  1892. 
aged  eighty-four  years.  His  worthy  helpmeet  died 
aged  eighty-two  years.  To  Sylvester  and  Henri- 
etta Smith  were  born  twelve  children,  four  of 
whom,  our  subject;  Mary,  wife  of  Seth  Warner: 
Martha,  wife  of  William  B.  Bissell :  and  Robert 
N.,  a  paper  maker  of  Seymour,  are  still  living. 

The  education  of  Wilbur  W.    Smith    was    re- 
ceived in  the  common  schools,  and  he  then  began 
work  in  his  father's  mill,  in  which  service  he  con- 
tinued with  increasing  responsibility  and  duties  un-    j 
til  his  enlistment  in  1862  in  Company  H,  20th  Conn.,    : 
V.  L     It  was  largely  through  the  efforts  of  Capt. 
Smith   that   the   company    was    enlisted.      He    was    ' 
commissioned  its  first  lieutenant,  and   in  January, 
1863,    was    promoted   to   captain    of   Company    C, 
same  regiment,  serving  in  that  rank  until  the  close 
of  the  war.    The  20th  Connecticut  was  first  assigned 
to  the  1 2th  Army  Corps,  First  Division,  and  later 
to  the  20th  Corps.     Our  subject  participated  in  a 
number   of    severe   engagements,    including    Chan-   ■ 
cellorsville.    Gettysburg   and    about    twelve    battles 
fought  by  Gen.  Sherman  in  his  march  from  Atlanta 
to  the  Sea.     At  Chancellorsville  Captain  Smith  was    . 
taken  prisoner   and   confined   for  a  time   in   Libby   , 
Prison,  rejoining  his  regiment  when  exchanged.        ; 

When  mustered  out  as  captain  at  the  close  of  the 
war,  Capt.   Smith  returned  home  and  resumed  his    1 
connection  with  his  father's  paper  mill,  until  the  lat-   \ 
ter's  retirement  in  1869.     He  then  assumed  charge    • 
of  the  business  and  conducted  it  until  1890,  when 


he  closed  the  mill.  In  1891  he  was  appointed  post- 
master at  Seymour,  serving  four  years.  In  1891)  he 
was  re-appointed  and  is  now  filling  his  second  term. 
The  office  has  steadily  risen  in  importance,  atul  is 
now  a  third  class  office,  handling  3,000  letters  per 
day,  and  Postmaster  Snfith  has  two  assistants.  In 
1896  he  was  elected  first  selectman  and  town  agent 
and  re-elected  in  1897  and  1898,  successively,  serv- 
ing until  October,  1899.  Among  other  local  offices 
he  has  filled  are  those  of  assessor  and  member  of 
the  school  board. 

In  1850  Mr.  Smith  was  married  to  Miss  Jane 
^I.  Wooster,  one  of  the  seven  children  of  Mark  and 
Eliza  ( Lake)  Wooster,  the  former  a  farmer  of 
Oxford,  and  at  one  time  sheriff,  and  a  member  of 
an  old  and  influential  family  that  took  an  active 
part  in  public  aft'airs.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Smith 
was  born  one  daughter,  Jennie  W.,  a  young  lady  of 
many  accomplishments,  who  is  now  officiating  as 
the  efficient  assistant  of  her  father  in  the  postoffice. 
The  estimable  wife  of  our  subject  died  June  4,  1899, 
aged  sixty-nine  years.  She  attended  the  Episcopal 
Church.  To  her  surviving  parent  Miss  Jennie  is  a 
most  devotetl  daughter  and  helper,  both  in  the  office 
and  at  home. 

Captain  Smith  is  a  stanch  Republican  in  poli- 
tics. He  is  a  member  of  the  Morning  Star  Lodge, 
F.  &  A.  M.,  of  Seymour,  and  for  two  years  has 
been  its  secretary.  He  is  also  a  prominent  member  J 
of  Upson  Post.  Xo.  40,  G.  A.  R.,  and  for  four  years 
has  served  as  its  commander.  Possessing  that  kind- 
liness and  courtesy  which  mark  the  gentleman,  and 
that  camaraderie  which  invites  respect  and  friend- 
ship. Capt.  Smith  has  a  warm  place  in  the  hearts 
of  his  fellow  men.  He  has  a  large  circle  of  friends 
and  is  widely  popular.  With  his  genial  manners 
are  associated  a  high  integrity,  a  public  spirit  and 
keen  business  judgment,  which  make  him  one  of 
Seymour's  most  valued  citizens. 

AXSOX  F.  ABBOTT,  one  of  the  most  prom- 
inent and  influential  citizens  of  Waterbury,  and  a 
man  intensely  interested  in  every  good  work  and 
word,  was  born  in  Middlebury,  this  county,  April 
23,  1830. 

Alvin  Abbott,  his  father,  was  born  in  the  same 
place  ^lay  7,  1794,  and  died  in  Waterbury  Jan.  23,. 
1861.  Robert  Abbott,  the  ancestor  of  the  familv 
on  these  shores,  was  one  of  three  brothers  from 
England.  He  came  to  Wethersfield.  Conn.,  abmit 
1640,  thence  moving  to  Xew  Haven,  and  in  1645 
to  Branford,  where  his  son  Daniel  was  born. 
Stephen  Abbott,  son  of  Daniel,  married  Hannah 
Frishie  in  1725,  and  moved  to  Middlebury,  Conn., 
in  1750.  His  son.  Daniel  Abbott,  was  born  in  1720. 
and  married  Lois  Smith,  and  their  eldest  son  was 
David,  the  grandfather  of  Anson  F.  The  Smiths 
were  of   Wallingford,   Connecticut. 

David  Abbott,  the  grandfather  of  Anson  F., 
was  born  June  6,  1764,  in  ^Middlebury,  where  he 
died.     On  May  30,  1786,  he  married  Sarah  Tyler, 
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daughter  of  James  Tyler,  and  sister  of  Rev.  Ben- 
nett Tyler,  D.  D.,  at  one  time  president  of  Andover 
Theolog-ical  Seminary,  and  a  noted  man  of  liis  time. 
David  Abbott  and  his  wife  settled  on  the  old  farm 
in  Middlebury,  where  they  reared  the  following- 
family:  Eben,  born  in  ijSo:  Philomelia,  born  in 
1791,  who  died  young;  Alvin,  born  May  7,  1794, 
the  father  of  Anson  F. ;  David,  born  in  1797;  Salh', 
born  in  1799.  who  died  young;  Anna,  born  in  1800; 
Philo,  born  in  1802:  Philomelia  {2).  born  in  1805; 
Emma,  born  in  1807;  Ruth,  born  in  1810;  Iva.  born 
in  1813;  and  Sarah,  born  in  1817.  Those  who 
reached  maturity  married  and  reared  families.  Ira 
was  a  Methodist  minister,  and  the  other  sons  were 
all  farmers. 

Alvin  Abbott,  the  father  of  Anson  F..  was 
reared  in  IMiddlebury,  and  studied  for  the  ministry. 
"but  was  prevented  from  following  it  as  a  life  work 
by  long-continued  ill  health,  followed  by  a  perma- 
nent nervous  infirmity.  He  married  Fanny  W'oos- 
ter,  who  was  born  in  Oxford.  Conn..  April  3.  1794. 
and  died  Feb.  3,  1884.  Thomas  \\'(X)ster.  her 
father,  was  captured  by  the  Indians  when  a  young 
man  and  carried  oft  to  Canada,  where  he  suttered 
manv  hardships.  At  the  close  of  the  Revolutionary 
■war  he  returned  from  Canada  and  settled  in  O.x- 
ford.  Conn.,  where  he  died  at  the  age  of  forty-three. 
He  married  Elizabeth  P.ishop.  Thomas  Wooster, 
father  of  this  Thomas,  was  a  grandson  of  a  W'oos- 
ter  who.  according  to  famil\-  traditions,  came  from 
England  and  settlecl  at  Derby.  Conn.  After  mar- 
riage Alvin  Abbott  and  his  wife  settled  on  a  part 
of  the  old  homestead  farm  in  ^iliddlebury.  and 
there  lived  until  1840,  when  thev  moved  to  Xew 
Haven,  in  1846  coming  to  W'aterbury.  They  had 
eight  children:  (!)  Larmon  \\'.,  born  Tan.  11, 
1818.  died  April  12.  iqoo;  he  was  a  Methodist  min- 
ister. (2)  F)enjamin.  born  Aug.  19.  1820.  was  a 
farmer,  and  died  in  Nebraska  March  21,  i8q8.  ('3) 
Charles  S.,  born  Dec.  12.  1822.  is  now  living  in 
Bridgeport,  Conn.,  where  he  is  a  printer,  and  owns 
an  office.  (4)  Lochinvar.  bom  Jan.  ii.  1S25.  was 
a  carpenter,  and  died  in  W'aterbury  May  14.  1888. 
(5)  Alvin  v.,  born  Dec.  12.  1827.  is  now  a  Meth- 
odist minister.  (6)  Anson  F.  is  mentioned  below. 
(7)  Xathan  P...  born  Feb.  to.  183.^.  is  a  contractor 
in  Columbus,  Ohio.  (8)  James  M..  born  June  12. 
183^.  was  a  manufacturer  in  W'aterhury.  and  died 
at  Noroton.  Coim..  June  15.  1893. 

Anson  F.  Abbott  spent  the  first  ten  vears  of  his 
life  in  Middlebury,  two  vears  in  Xew  Haven,  and 
five  years  on  a  farm  in  W'atertown.  Conn.  He  at- 
tended district  school,  and  the  academy  winters, 
and  when  his  school  days  were  over,  served  three 
years  as  clerk  in  the  stores  of  Amos  A.  (Iridley  and 
Eli  Curtiss,  removing  to  W'aterbury  in  1850.  As 
■  a  bookkeeper  and  salesman  he  worked  six  vears  in 
the  store  of  the  Benedict  &  Burnham  Mfg.  Co.. 
and  with  the  Benedict  &  Scovill  Co.,  of  which  latter 
companv  he  was  secretary  and  then  became  secre- 
tary and  treasurer  of  the  Waterburv  Building  and 


Loan  Association,  which  ceased  to  do  business  in 
1867.  Since  that  time  Mr.  Abbott  has  been  exten- 
sively engaged  in  real  estate,  insurance  and  invest- 
ments. In  September,  1901,  he  admitted  Howard 
T.  Parker  to  a  partnership  in  his  business,  which  is 
now  conducted  in  the  name  of  Abbott  &  Parker. 

Mr.  Abbott  and  Miss  Xancy  H.  Merriman  were 
married   Sept.   28,    1S52,  and   to   this   union   seven 

■  children  have  been  born:  Mary  M.  is  a  graduate 
of  \'assar  College,  and  is  now  a  teacher  in  the  W'at- 
erbury high  school.     Anna  E.  is  the  wife  of  Rev. 

:  T.  M.  Peck,  an  Episcopal  minister.  Frederick  C. 
is  in  the  real  estate  business  and  president  of  the 
Southern  States  Trust  Co.,  in  Charlotte,  X.  C. 
George  Benjamin  has  a  fruit  farm  in  Corning,  Cal. 
Kate  B.  married  Frank  B.  Deane.  and  died  July  2;^, 
1894.  Burton  H.  died  in  infancy.  John  V.'is  a 
surveyor  in  Waterbury.  Airs.  Abbott  was  born  in 
\\'atertown.  where  the  family  of  her  father,  George 
F.  ]\lerriman,  a  farmer,  had  been  long  established. 
Air.  Abbott  is  a  Republican  of  independent  pro- 
clivities. He  and  his  family  are  members  of  the 
Methodist  Church,  of  which  he  was  trustee  and 
treasurer  for  twenty-five  years  and  superintendent 
of  the  Sunday  school  for  twenty-seven  years.  Air. 
Abbott  was  the  first  secretary  of  the  local  Y:  M.  C. 
A.  From  his  pen  has  come  a  historv  of  his  church 
in  Waterbury,  which  appears  in  a  history  of  that 
city.  In  1858  he  organized  a  Band  of  Hope  in 
W'aterbury,  and,  always  active  in  temperance  work, 
lent  assistance  in  organizing  the  Waterbury  Wo- 
men's Christian  Temperance  Union,  and  other  tem- 
perance societies.  As  a  man,  a  citizen  and  a  gentle- 
man of  the  old  school  he  is  highly  respected  bv  all 
who  know  him. 

WILLIAM  SKIXXER  (deceased),  in  his  life- 
time one  of  Guilford's  leading  citizens,  than  whom 
none  was  more  highlv  respected,  was  a  member 
of  one  of  the  old  settled  families  of  X'^ew  England, 

^   ranking  among  the  Iiest. 

'  (I)  John  Skinner,  the  first  of  the  name  in  Xew 

England,  was  a  native  of  England,  born  in  Brain- 

'  tree.  County  of  Essex.  There  is  a  family  tradition 
that  after  the  revolution  in  England  three  brothers 
bv  the  name  of  Skimier  came  to  America,  one  set- 

'  tling  in  \'ermont.  one  in  Maryland,  and  the  third 
in  Connecticut,  but  of  this  there  is  no  reliable  rec- 

i  ord.  (i)  John  Skin.uer  was  a  member  of  the 
Rev.  Thomas  Hooker  companv  that  settled  in  Hart- 
ford, Conn.,  and  he  became  one  of  the  original  pro- 
prietors. He  died  in  Hartford  in  1650.  In  Wind- 
sor, Conn.,  he  married  Alarv.  daughter  of  Joseph 
Loomis,  and  after  the  death  of  Mr.  Skinner  she 
wedded.  Xov.  13.  i'''54.  Owen  Tudor,  of  Windsor, 
in  which  town  she  passed  the  rest  of  her  flays,  dying 
Aug.  19,  1680.  Children  born  to  John  and  Marv 
(Loomis)  Skinner:  (i)  Marv,  born  Dec.  i.  1638, 
married  Robert  Reeves,  of  Hartford:  (2)  Ann. 
born  in  1639.  married  John  Colt,  the  ancestor  of 
the  Colts  of  Hartford:  (3)  John,  sketch  of  whom 
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follows;  (4)  Joseph,  born  in  1643,  married  Mary 
Filley,  of  Windsor;  and  (5)  Richard,  born  in' 1646, 
removed  to  Colchester,  Conn. 

(II)  John  Skinner,  son  of  (I)  John,  was  born  in 
1641  in  Hartford,  and  passed  all  his  life  there, 
dvinor  Sept.  15,  1600.  In  1662  he  married  Mary, 
daughter  of  Joseph  Easton,  and  they  had  seven  chil- 
dren, as  follows:  ( i  )  Mary,  born  in  1664,  married 
Joshua  Carter;  (2)  John,  sketch  of  whom  follows; 
(3)  Joseph  D.,  born  Aug.  26,  iW'x),  married  Mary 
Grant,  of  Windsor;  (4)  Xathaniel,  born  April  5, 
1672,  married  Mary  Gillette,  of  Windsor,  May  13, 
1706  (he  removed  to  Colchester,  and  was  the  fa- 
ther of  Rev.  Thomas  Skinner,  pastor  of  Church 
at  Westchester)  ;  (5)  Richard,  born  Jan.  16,  1674, 
married  Sarah  Garrie ;  (6)  Sarah,  born  Xov.  4, 
1677;  and  (7)  Thomas,  born  Xov.  15,  1680,  mar- 
ried Sarah  Grant.  The  mother  of  this  family  died 
June  18,  1695,  and  sh;  and  her  husband  were  both 
buried  in  Hartford  cemetery. 

(III)  John  Skinner,  son  of  (II)  John,  was 
born  March  i,  1666,  in  Hartford,  and  there  passed 
his  entire  life,  dying  Oct.  zj,  1743.  On  Feb.  22, 
i6<j3,  he  married  Rach.el  Pratt,  who  died  Aug.  17, 
1748.  Their  children:  (i)  Rachel,  born  Feb.  2, 
KXJ4,  and  died  Jan.  18,  1787,  married.  May  19, 
1726,  Ebenezer  \Vells.  who  died  Dec.  2~.  I'lT,  (2) 
John,  sketch  of  whom  follows;  (3)  Daniel,  born 
Jan.  19,  1699,  died  Jan.  15,  1701  ;  (4)  Timothy, 
boriv  Feb.  8.  1701,  married.  May,  1738,  Ruth  Col- 
son  ;  (5)  Mar\ ,  baptized  2\Iay  26,  1704;  (6)  Han- 
nah, born  June  2~,  1707,  died  Oct.  23,  1707. 

(I\')  John  Skinner,  son  of  (III)  John,  was 
born  July  i,  1697,  and  died  Aug.  14.  1773;. mar- 
ried. Dec.  24,  1724,  Mary  Turner,  of  Hartford;  she 
<lied  Aug.  15.  1771.  Their  children:  (i)  John, 
"born  March  29,  1726.  married  (first)  Mary  Whit- 
ing, Xov.  21,  1748;  she  died  ]\Iay  2}^,  1772,  he  on 
May  19,  1794.  (2)  Mary,  born  March  22,  1727, 
married  James  Steele  Dec,  7,  1749.  (3)  Deliver- 
ance, baptized  March  8,  1729,  married  March  26, 
1752,  Jarcd  Seymour.  (4)  Ephraim,  born  Aug.  i, 
173'!,  died  in  infancy;  (5)  Rachel,  baptized  Oct. 
9.  1737,  married  Jan.  9,  1757,  Ashbel  Steele.  (6) 
Ephraim,  baptized  Feb.  24,  1737.  (7)  Elizabeth, 
baptized  Aug.  22.  1742.  married  Oct.  9,  1765,  Joseph 
Gladings,  of  Windham.  (8)  Xathaniel  sketch  of 
whom  follows. 

(V)  Xathaniel  Skinner,  son  of  (I\')  John,  was 
liorn  in  Hartford  July  28.  1745,  and  passed  all  his 
days  there.  It  is  supposed  that  he  fought  in  the 
Revolutionary  war.  Twice  married,  for  his  first 
wife  he  wedded  July  28,  1769,  Rebecca  Bigelow, 
•'"id  for  his  second  he  married,  in  1781,  Margaret 
Hunt.  The  names  and  dates  of  birth  of  his  chil- 
dren are  as  follows:  (i)  Xathaniel.  1782.  died 
'784:  (2)  Crosby,  1783;  (3)  Xathaniel  Leonard. 
.-ketch  of  whom  follows":  (4)  Alexander,  1787:  (5) 
J;;lin,  1788;  (6)  Samuel  H.,  170,0;  (7)  Charles 
^'^'"b.  '79-;  (8)  George,  1793,  died  in  infancy;  (9) 


George   (2),  1795;   (10)   Thomas  Chapman,   1800; 
(II)    William  Thomas;  and    (12)    Crosby. 

(VT)  Xathaniel  Leonard,  son  of  (V)  Xathaniel, 
and  father  of  the  subject  of  these  lines,  was  born 
in  1785,  in  Hartford,  and  there  educated.  He  was 
a  man  of  prominence  and  considerable  literary  abil- 
ity, being  at  one  time  editor  of  a  newspaper  in 
liridgeport,  where  he  died  in  1826,  in  middle  life. 
By  his  wife.  Abigail  (Weller).  of  Boston,  he  had 
nine  children,  their  names  and  dates  of  birth  being 
as  follows:  ( 1-2)  Abigail  Weller  and  Crosby 
(twins),  born  181 1;  (3)  Sarah  Copeland,  born 
1813.  married  John  Worstell.  of  Ohio;  (4)  Maria, 
born  in  1814,  died  in  infancy;  (5)  William,  sketch 
of  whom  follows;  (6)  Xathaniel,  born  1818,  dier/ 
in  1873;  yj)  Abigail,  born  1820,  died  in  early  life; 
(8)  George,  born  1823,  died  in  Xew  York,  1900; 
and  (9)  Charles,  born  1825,  died  in  Xew  York, 
i8go.  The  entire  family  were  members  of  the 
Episcopal   Church. 

(\T1)  William  Skinner,  the  subject  proper  of 
this  memoir,  was  born,  in  1816,  in  Bridgeport, 
Corn.,  and  was  ten  years  old  when  his  father  died. 
Removing  then  to  Philadelphia,  to  live  with  his 
uncle.  Rev.  George  Weller.  he  received  his  educa- 
tion there.  On  his  return  to  Connecticut  he  learned 
the  printing  trade  with  Sidney  Babcock,  in  Xew 
Haven,  later  becoming  engaged  in  the  stationery 
and  music  Inisiness  in  that  city  with  a  Mr.  Sperry. 
of  W'oodbridge,  Conn.,  under  the  firm  name  of 
Skimier  &  Sperry.  In  1876  the  partnership  was  dis- 
solved, and  ^Ir.  Skinner  retired  into  private  life, 
making  his  home  in  Guilford,  where  he  passed  the 
rest  of  his  days,  dying  Oct.  i,  1896;  his  remains 
were  laid  to  rest  in  (jrove  street  cemetery,  Xew 
Haven. 

Mr.  Skinner  was  a  lifelong  Democrat,  but  never 
an  aspirant  for  official  preferment.  In  matters  of 
religion  he  was  a  member  of  the  Episcopal  Church, 
for  many  years  was  a  vestryman  of  St.  Paul's 
Church,  Xew  Haven,  and  for  ten  years  was  warden 
of  Christ  Church.  Guilford.  Sociallv  he  was  affil- 
iated with  the  F.  &  A.  M..  and  I.'  O.  O.  F.,  at 
X'ew  Haven.  Fidelity  to  duty  was  one  of  the  pre- 
dominating traits  of  his  character,  and  in  ail  the  re- 
lations of  life  he  was  found  true  and  faithful  to 
the  trusts  reposed  in  him,  thereby  winning  the  con- 
fidence and  high  regard  of  all. 

In  Xew  York  City,  in  October,  1857,  William 
Skinner  married  Artemisia  Meigs  Scranton,  who 
was  born  in  Madison,  Conn.,  a  daughter  of  Col. 
Ichabod  Lee  Scranton.  mention  of  whom  is  made  in 
the  sketch  of  Capt.  Ichabod  Lee  Scranton  else- 
where. Five  children  graced  this  union,  namely: 
(i)  William  Scranton.  born  Sept.  23,  1858.  is  en- 
gaged in  the  lumber  business  in  Xew  York  City ; 
he  married  Bertha  Anderson  Booth,  of  Xew  Ha- 
ven, and  they  have  one"  child,  Theodora  Booth.  (2) 
Elizabeth  Augusta,  born  Aug.  23.  i860,  married 
Frank  Elbert   Piatt,  and  they  reside  in   Scranton, 
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Penn. ;  they  have  four  children — Margaret  Scran- 
ton,  born  Jan.  i).  1886;  Joseph  Curtis,  Nov.  18, 
1887;  PhiHp  Skinner,  Nov.  26,  1889;  and  Leonard 
Scranton,  June  12,  1900.  (3)  Alice  Weller,  born 
Dec.  18,  1862.  (4)  Artemisia  Hand,  Aug.  2,  1868, 
and  (5)  George  Edward  Hand,  Sept.  3,  1878;  all 
three  reside  in  Guilford. 

DANIEL  H.  GRANNISS,  a  leading  and  rep- 
resentative citizen  of  New  Haven,  has  for  many 
years  been  identified  with  the  oyster  business.  He 
has  done  much  to  promote  the  commercial  activity, 
advance  the  general  welfare  and  secure  the  material 
development  of  his  town,  and  is  recognized  as  one 
of  the  most  -useful  and  valued  of  its  citizens. 

Mr.  Granniss  was  born  Nov.  23,   1821,  on  the 
farm  in  East  Haven  where  his  brother  Lyman  now 
resides,  and  comes  of  good  old  Revolutionary  stock. 
his  grandfather,  Samuel  Granniss,  having  aided  the 
Colonies   in    achieving    their    independence.       His 
great-grandfather    was     Joseph     (jranniss.       The 
father  of  our  subject,  who  also  bore  the  name  of 
Joseph,  was  born  in  the  town  of  East  Haven.  July 
24,  1791,  and  by  occupation  was  a  farmer  and  oys- 
ter dealer,  being  one  of  the  first  to  establish  him- 
self in  the  oyster  business  in  his  locality.     He  was 
engaged  in  tlie  wholesale  trade.     On  Nov.  26.  1812, 
he  married  Miss  Louie  Luddington,  who  was  born 
July  22.  1794,  and  they  became  the  parents  of  thir- 
teen children,  namely:   (i)   Almira,  born  Aug.  22, 
1813,  died  March  11,  1888.     On  April  4,  1833,  she 
married  John  Lindsey,  by  whom  she  had  three  chil- 
dren— Maria,    born   Oct.    17,    1833,    died    April    7, 
1878;  Olive  A.,  born  June  25,  1836,  died  Oct.  29, 
1859;   and   Hannah  A.,   born   June    11,    1838,   died 
April    II,    1897.     By    her    second    husband,    John 
Foote,  she  had  two — Harriet  Emma,  born  Sept.  2, 
1846,  living;  and  Henry  H.,  born  March  16.  1850. 
(2)   Josepli  A.,  born  ^May  25,   1815,  died  May   i, 
1895,  in  Mount  Carmel,  Conn.     On  May  16,  1838, 
he  married  Eliza  Tuttle,  daughter  of  Edward  Tut- 
tle,  and  they  had  three  sons  and  three  daughters — 
Leander  C,  born  May  29,  1841.  died  Sept.  17,  1847; 
Adelia  S.,  born  April  14,   1843;  Charles  W.,  born 
Aug.  25,  1844,  died  Feb.  4,  1845;  Almira  F.,  born 
Jan.  I,  1846:  Anna  Eliza,  born  Sept.  17.  1847;  and 
Charles  E.,  born   March  27,   1852.      (3)    Ebenezer 
C,  born  Feb.  21.  1817,  removed  in  1846  to  2^Iacon. 
Ga.,   and   died  there   Feb.   25,    1890.      He   married 
Huldah  E.  Ludington,  and  they  had  five  children 
— Charlotte  A.,  born  July  22,    1838,  died  Sept.   5, 
1838;  Horace  M.,  born  July  16,  1839,  is  living  in 
Orlando.  Fla. ;  Edward  J.,  born  Jan.  9,  1841,  died 
July  4.   1863    (lie  joined  the  Confederate  army,  in 
which  he  held  tlie  rank  of  lieutenant,  and  was  killed 
while  doing  his  duty)  :  Emma  A.,  born   Nov.  22, 
•    1849,  died  ^Larch  2,  1863 :  and  Harriet  L.,  born  July 
12,  1851,  died  Sept.   17,   1874.     (4)    Sylvester'^L, 
born  Jan.  4.  1820,  died  May  4,  1882,  in  Hamden, 
Conn.    On  Oct.  6,  1847,  ''^  ^^"^s  united  in  marriage 
with  Lois  R.  Curtis,  and  they  had  one  child,  Lois 


A.,  bom  April  14.  1854,  who  died  in  infancy.  Mrs. 
Granniss  died  April  29,  1854,  and  en  Sept.  25,  1854. 
he  married  Lyda  L.  Bradley,  by  whom  he  also  had 
one  child,  Joseph  \V..  born  July  14,  1857.  The 
mother  died  Sept.  24,  1875,  her  death  being  caused 
by  the  explosion  of  a  lamp.  For  his  third  wife  Mr. 
Granniss  married  Ellen  H.  Blatchley,  on  Sept.  i , 
1881.  They  had  no  children.  (5)  Daniel  H..  our 
subject,  is  next  in  the  order  of  birth.  (6)  Willard, 
born  March  2,  1823,  died  May  28,  1850,  in  Galves- 
ton, Texas.  He  never  married.  (7)  Henry  L.. 
born  April  10.  1825,  died  Dec.  17,  1845,  unmarried. 
(8)  Harriet  was  born  March  4,  1827.  (9)  Heze- 
kiah,  born  Dec.  16,  1828,  died  Oct.  4,  1850,  un- 
married. (10)  CoUis  B.,  born  Nov.  13,  1830,  is  a 
prominent  and  successful  dairy  farmer  of  New  Ha- 
ven;  he  is  mentioned  elsewhere.  (11)  Harriet  L., 
born  Feb.   10,  1834,  died  Oct.  4,   1850.     (12)   Ly- 

;  man  and  (13)  Louie,  twins,  were  born  March  3. 
1837.  The  former  is  now  a  prominent  dairy  farmer 
and  ice  dealer,  residing  on  the  old  homestead  in 
East  Haven.  On  April  23,  1862,  he  married  An- 
toinette 'SI.  Thompson,  of  East  Haven,  and  they  had 
two  children — Henry  H.,  born  Nov.  5,   1863,  died 

(  .\Iarch  30,  1865 ;  and  Lou  Elizabeth;  born  Nov.  14. 

1  1868,  died  May  23,  1874.  Louie  married  Dwiglit 
Kellogg,    and    died    in    Baltimore.    Md..    April   21. 

'  1889.  Hezekiah  and  Plarriet  left  home  Sept.  28, 
1850,  with  the  intention  of  journeying  to  Macon, 
Ga.,  to  spend  the  winter  with  their  brother,  Ebe- 
nezer.    Going  to  New  York  they  took  passage  on 

i  the  barge  "Isaac  IMeade,"  but  when  fourteen  hours 

I  out  from  harbor  they  encountered  a  storm,  and  the 
ship  was  lost  Oct.  4,  1850.  both  being  drowned. 
The  father  died  Feb.  29,  1876,  the  mother  Aug.  12, 

I  1859- 

I  At  the  age  of  eight  Daniel  H.  Granniss  was 
bound  out  to  Daniel  Hinman,  of  Harwinton,  Conn., 

;  for  about  two  years.  He  then  returned  home, 
where  he  remained  until  seventeen  years  of  age, 
and  next  learned  the  joiner's  trade  with  Elbert  L. 
Alunsel.  serving  a  four  years'  apprenticeship.  He 
continued  to  follow  that  trade  until  he  entered  the 
service  of  his  country  during  the  dark  days  of  the 
Rebellion.  On  Aug.  12,  1862,  he  enlisted  in  Com- 
pany D,  isth  C.  v.;  was  mustered  into  the  United 
States  service  at  New  Haven ;  and  from  there  was 
ordered  to  Washington.  D.  C,  where  the  regiment 
was  stationed  in  defence  of  the  city  for  some  time. 
He  participated   in   the  battles   of   Fredericksburg, 

!  Suffolk  and  Yorktown,  and  after  eighteen  months 

'  of  active  service  was  transferred  to  the  War  Depart- 

;  ment  at  Washington,  where  he  remained  until  hon- 

.  orably  discharged.  June  29.  1865. 

yir.  Granniss  married  Aliss  Abigail  W.  Brough- 

'.  ton,  who  was  born  in  East  Haven  April  30,  1822, 
and  died  Aug.  30,   1876.     Thev  had  five  children, 

'  as  follows:     (i)    George  H.,  born   Nov.  8,   1846. 

I  died  July  ir,  1891.  He  married  Henrietta  White, 
who  was  Ix)rn    in    Bridgeport.    Conn.,    April     17. 

'  1847,  and  they  had  one  child,  Edward  L.,  born  Sept. 
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I,  1868.  (2)  Willard  A.,  bom  March  16.  1849, 
niarried  Parthciiia  Lavere,  and  they  have  one  son, 
Willard  A.  (3)  Lilhan  A.,  born  May  13,  1854, 
died  April  i,  1861.  (4)  Xettie  I.,  born  March  11, 
1859,  is  the  wife  of  Robert  C.  ?Iart.  of  Fair  Haven. 
(5)  Harriet  A.,  born  April  11,  1862,  died  April 
14,  1864.  Each  year  the  Granniss  family  has  a 
reunion,  which  on  Aug.  20,  1901,  was  held  at  the 
home  of  our  subject,  some  si.xty  being  present  on 
this  occasion,  the  thirty-fifth  reunion  at  which  he 
presided. 

Soon  after  his  return  from  the  war  Mr.  Granniss 
opened  a  meat  market  and  grocery  store  in  Fair 
Haven,  which  he  conducted  for  about  ten  years, 
and  then  embarked  in  the  wholesale  and  retail  ovs- 
ter  business,  which  he  has  since  carried  on  with 
marked  success.  His  son,  George  H.,  was  engaged 
in  business  with  him  until  his  death.  He  was  also 
a  soldier  in  the  Civil  war,  enlisting  on  the  same  dav 
as  his  father,  and  in  the  same  companv  and  regi- 
ment, being  one  of  the  youngest  soldiers  from  Con- 
necticut to  bear  arms  in  that  struggle.  He  partici- 
pated in  all  the  battles  in  which  his  father  took  part 
and  was  made  color-bearer  of  the  regiment.  At  the 
battle  of  Kinston  he  was  captured  with  his  com- 
mand. For  many  years  he  was  a  prominent  member 
of  Admiral  Foote  Post.  G.  A.  R.,  of  Xew  Haven, 
and  also  of  Polar  Star  Lodge,  I.  O.  O.  F.  In  poli- 
tics he  was  a  Republican.  Our  subject  is  also  one 
of  the  leading  members  of  both  of  these  orders, 
having  united  with  the  Odd  Fellows  Society  in  1854 
and  filled  all  the  chairs  in  the  local  lodge,  at  present 
serving  as  treasurer,  which  office  he  has  filled  for 
fourteen  years.  PoHticallv  he  is  a  strong  Republi- 
can, and  he  never  withholds  his  support  from  any 
enterprise  for  the  public  good. 

NOYES  S.  WILMOT  was  born  Sept.  16, 
1830,  in  that  portion  of  the  town  of  Xaugatuck 
which  was  then  a  part  of  Waterbury.  He  is  a 
grandson  of  Valentine  Wilmot.  who  was  born  in 
what  is  now  Bethany  ("then  Milford).  where  both 
he  and  Jiis  wife  died,  and  was  a  farmer  by  occupa- 
tion. He  was  the  father  of  two  children,  John  and 
Finnette.  The  daughter  married  Eliphalet  Tvrrell, 
a  farmer  of  Hartland,  Connecticut. 

John  Wilmot.  the  father  of  Xoyes  S..  was  born 
in  Bethany  in  1779.  and  spent  the  greater  portion 
of  his  life  there,  engaged  in  farming.  He  married 
Asenath  Clark,  who  was  bom  April  29,  17S9,  in 
Old  Milford,  a  daughter  of  Andrew  and  Annie 
Qark.  They  were  also  born  in  Old  ^lilford,  the 
father  about  17.^1.  He  was  a  farmer  by  occupation. 
and  died  in  IMiddlebury,  Conn.,  about  1835.  aged 
eighty-four  years.  His  wife  also  died  at  the  age 
of  eightv-four.  She  was  a  granddaughter,  on.  the 
maternal  side,  of  Gov.  Treat,  of  Connecticut.  An- 
drew Clark  and  his  wife  were  the  parents  of  nine 
children.  Xancy,  X'athan.  Asenath,  Andrew,  Sam- 
uel, Julia,  Edmund,  Susan  and  !\Iarv.  X^athan  was 
a  farmer  as  well  as  carpenter,  and  lived  in  ^liddle- 


bury.  Asenath,  as  has  been  said,  was  the  wife  ot 
John  Wilmot,  and  the  mother  of  Xoyes  S.  Nancy 
married  Caleb  Xettleton,  also  a  farmer,  who  was 
the  father  of  George  X''ettIeton,  of  Xaugatuck ;  after 
her  death  he  married  her  sister  Mary,  who  passed 
away  in  1896,  aged  ninety-four  years.  Andrew  was 
a  tailor  by  trade,  and  made  his  home  in  the  South. 
Samuel  married,  and  was  a  farmer  in  Middldnirv. 
Julia  became  the  wife  of  Almond  Clark,  of  Water- 
bury.  Edmund,  who  was  a  tailor  in  Troy,  X.  Y., 
died  in  Bridgeport  aged  ninety-two  years ;  he  was 
twice  married,  each  time  to  a  Miss  Fry,  his  wives 
being  sisters ;  he  went  to  California  in  1849.  Susan 
died  in  infancy. 

Andrew  Clark  served  with  gallantry  and  dis- 
tinction in  the  patriot  army  during  the  Revolution. 
His  first  experience  as  a  soldier  covered  a  period  of 
eighteen  days  under  Lieut.  Col.  Thomas  Sevmour, 
at  the  time  of  the  "Lexington  Alarm."  From  July 
10,  1776,  until  Aug.  5,  following,  he  served  in  Ma- 
jor Skinner's  troop  of  light  horse,  and  frorn  Sept. 
7  to  X^ov.  10,  of  that  year,  he  was  with  the  21st 
Regiment  of  militia  in  Xew  York.  Later,  from 
March  12,  1782,  to  Jan.  12,  1783,  he  was  a  member 
of  a  company  commanded  by  Capt.  Jabez  Fitch.  He 
was  a  Revolutionary  pensioner  in  Xew  Haven 
county,  where  he  died.  The  following  \\'ilmots 
served  in  the  Revolutionary  war:  John,  Daniel, 
Amos.  David,  Elisha,  Francis,  Joel.  John  A.,  Jos- 
eph. Samuel,  Thomas,  Timothy.  Walter  (brother 
of  the  grandfather  of  our  subject)  and  Zophar. 

After  their  marriage  our  subject's  parents  set- 
tled upon  a  farm  in  I3ethany,  and  in  April.  1830, 
removed  to  X'augatuck.  He  died  in  1837.  and  his 
widow  Feb.  i.  1887.  aged  nearly  ninety-eight  years. 
Noyes  S.  Wilmot  was  the  youngest  and  is  the  onlv 
surviving  member  of  a  family  of  five  children. 
Lewis,  a  carpenter  in  X^ew  Haven,  died  about  1891. 
Lucius  died  at  the  age  of  nineteen.  Julanty  died 
when  two  years  old.  Edmund  A.,  who  was  a  farmer, 
died  April  6.  1887.  The  male  members  of  the 
family  were  Whigs,  and  all  of  the  adults  became 
members   of   the    Congregational    Church. 

Noyes  S.  WMmot  passed  the  first  seventeen 
years  of  his  life  in  X^augatuck,  but  when  his  school 
days  were  over  he  went  to  X^'ew  Haven  to  learn 
the  trade  of  an  iron  molder.  He  remained  there 
six  years,  when  he  returned  to  his  native  place  and 
found  work  in  the  Xaugatuck  Iron  Foundry.  For 
thirty  years  he  remained  with  that  concern,  mani- 
festing such  mechanical  skill,  fidelity,  industry  and 
executive  capacity  that  during  twentv-one  years  he 
filled  the  post  of  superintendent.  At  the  age  of 
fifty-eight  he  retired,  having  accumulated  a  hand- 
some competence,  which  through  judicious  invest- 
ment and  wise  management  he  has  since  materially 
increased.  His  home  is  at  L'nion  Citv,  where  he 
owns  farms  comprising  220  acres.  During  the  Civil 
war  he  served  one  vear  in  Company  H.,  23d  Cimu. 
V.  I. 

Both  socially  and  as  a  citizen   Mr.   Wilmot   i;; 
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•deservedly  popular,  while  his  high  moral  worth 
■commands  respect.  Besides  being  a  member  of  the 
■G.  A.  R.,  he  belongs  to  the  ^lasonic  traternitv.  the 
I.  O.  O.  F.  and  the  I.  O.  R.  M.  As  a  Mason  he 
has  attained  high  rank,  being  a  member  of  Shep- 
.ard's  Lodge,  No.  78,  A.  F.  &  A.  M..  Allerton  Chap- 
ter and  W'aterbury  Council.  He  is  also  an  officer 
in  the  I.  O.  O.  I".  Politically  he  is  a  Republican, 
■and  in  religious  faith  a  Congregationalist. 

On  Xov.  24,  1859,  Mr.  W'ilmot  married  ]\Iiss 
Mary  A.  Brcneiser,  a  daughter  of  Benneville  and 
1  I^avina  (Drinkle)  Breneiser.  She  was  born  in 
I  Reading.  Pa.,  her  parents  being  also  natives  of  that 
State,  although  of  German  extraction.  Mr.  W'il- 
inot's  marriage  has  been  blessed  with  seven  chil- 
•dren:  Edmund  B.,  Louisa  R..  Frank  H.,  Charles 
E.,  Lewis  H.,  Benneville  X.  and  Marv  T.  Louisa 
rand  Charles  are  deceased,  the  former  dying  in  1895. 
and  the  latter  in  i8q;^.  Edmund  and  Mary  live  at 
"home.  Frank  was  formerly  superintendent  of  the 
Malleable  Iron  Co..  of  Bridgeport.  Lewis  H.  is  a 
practicing  physician  in  Ansonia.  Benneville  N.  is 
a  clerk  in  tlie  Xausratuck  Xational  Bank. 


HEXRY  W1LLL\M  HUBBARD,  well  and  fa- 
vorably known  as  a  leading  manufacturer  of  car- 
riages in  Branford,  was  born  in  Hartford.  Conn., 
June  27.  1833.  son  of  Richard  and  Rhoda  (An- 
drews) Hubb.ard.  The  father  is  supposed  to  have 
"been  a  native  of  Durham,  Conn.,  but  he  lived  a 
good  part  of  his  life  in  Hartford  and  Middletown, 
where  he  followed  the  trade  of  a  shoemaker.  He 
■died  at  the  home  of  liis  son.  Henrv  William,  in 
Branford.  Jan.  2~.  i860,  at  the  age  of  Sever.ty-eight 
years.  Richard  Hubbard  was  twice  married.  By 
Tiis  first  wife  he  had  five  children,  William,  Edwin, 
Hiram,  Frederick  and  Sara  A.  He  married  for  his 
second  wife  Rhoda  (Andrews)  Graham,  of  Wal- 
lingford.  Xew  Haven  Co..  Conn.,  and  they  had 
four  children:  Sara  A.,  who  married  Harvey  Bar- 
"ker;  Susan,  wife  of  Edward  Spencer:  and  Henry 
W.  and  H.  Cornelia,  twins,  the  latter  of  whom  mar- 
ried Harvey  Beach. 

Henry  William  Hubbard  was'  reared  from  the 
age  of  five  years  in  Middletown,  where  he  re- 
ceived a  limited  education  in  the  common  schools, 
and  at  the  age  of  sixteen  he  was  apprenticed  to 
the  carriagemaker's  trade  in  Middletown,  at  which 
"he  served  six  years,  becoming  a  master  workman, 
and  developing  an  unusual  business  capacity.  In 
1854  Mr.  Hublxird  located  in  East  Haddam  and 
•engaged  in  business  in  partnership  with  Edward 
H.  Cheney.  This  partnership  was  terminated  the 
following  year.  In  1855  Mr.  Hubbard  came  to 
Branford,  and  in  ( )ctober  of  that  year  began  busi- 
ness with  his  half-brother,  William  E.  Graham,  un- 
<ler  the  firm  name  of  Graham  &  Hubbard.  This 
association  continued  for  many  years,  and  when  it 
was  terminated  the  business  was  divided,  Mr. 
Hubbard  taking  into  his  own  hands  the  blacksmith 
and  painting  departments.   Mr.  Graham  died  in  1889 


and  Mr.  Hubbard  has  since  continued  the  business 
in  all  its  branches.  Our  subject  was  one  of  the 
incorporators  of  the  P.ranford  Savings  Bank,  and 
of  the  James  lilackstone  Memorial  Library. 

During  the  Civil  war  Mr.  Hubbard  was  a  mem- 
ber of  Company  B,  27th  Conn.  C.  \'.,  Capt.  C.  L. 
Elv.  enlisting  Aug.  22.  1862.  for  nine  months,  and 
being  nnistered  into  service  on  t)ct.  3,  of  the  same 
year.      He   participated   in   the   desperate   battle   of 
Fredericksburg,   and  was   taken   prisoner  at  Chan- 
I  cellor5ville.  being  confined  in  Castle  Thunder  about 
two  weeks,  after  which  he  was  paroled,  on  May  3, 
\   1863.   and  for  a  time   was  at  the  parole  camp  at 
!   Annapolis,  subsequently  at  the  convalescent  camp 
I   at  Alexandria.  \'a.     From  this  point  he  was  hon- 
orably discharged    July  2~,  1863,  with  the  rank  of 
corporal,  to  which  he  was  promoted  before  the  bat- 
tle of  Chancellorsville,    On  his  return  from  the  war 
he  joined  Company  K,  2d  Conn.  X.  G.,  and  served 
i  five  years.     He  entered  that  command  as  orderly 
j   sergeant,  was  promoted  to  second  lieutenant,  and 
later  to  first  lieutenant,  being  discharged  with  the 
latter  rank. 

Air.  Hubbard  was  married.  June  6.  1858,  to 
Miss  Emma  P.  Linsley.  a  daughter  of  James  and 
Henrietta  (Monger)  Linslev.  of  Branford.  the  for- 
mer a  native  of  that  place:  Mr.  Linsley  was  a  car- 
penter by  trade.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hubbard  have  three 
daughters :  ( i )  Ida  married  Frank  W.  Jerrold, 
and  has  three  children.  C)live  M..  Gladys  L.  and 
Emma  H.  (  2  )  Henrietta  W.  (  3  )  Luella  L.  is 
the  wife  of  Wilfred  L.  Moore,  and  has  one  child. 
Ethel.  Mr.  Hubbard  and  his  wife  are  members  of 
the  First  Baptist  Church  of  Branford.  in  which  he 
is  deacon.  In  politics  he  is  a  Republican.  Though 
no  politician,  he  has  been  delegate  to  the  county 
convention,  and  once  was  nominated  for  the  Legis- 
lature, but  was  defeated,  the  town  being  Demo- 
cratic. In  May,  1901,  he  was  elected  burgess.  Air. 
Hubbard  belongs  to  Mason  Rogers  Post,  Xo.  7,  G. 
A.  R.,  and  his  wife  is  a  member  of  Mason  Rogers 
Relief  Corps.  Xo.  46,  which  is  associated  with  the 
Branford  post.  They  are  good  people  and  have  a 
host  of  friends. 

JOHX  LAMBERT  FOOTE.  Fortunate  is  he 
who  has  back  of  him  an  ancestry  honorable  and 
distinguished,  and  happy  is  he  if  his  lines  of  life 
are  cast   ir>  harmony   therewith. 

Olir  subject,  one  of  the  prominent  citizens  and 
retired  business  men  of  Cheshire,  is  blessed  in  this 
respect,  for  he  sj^rings  from  one  of  the  oldest  and 
most  prominent  families  of  Connecticut.  The  first 
to  locate  here  was  Xathaniel  Foote,  who  was  a 
pioneer  of  Wethersfield.  Hartford  county.  His  son. 
Robert  Foote,  removed  from  that  town  to  Xew 
Haven  county,  and  took  up  his  residence  in  Walling- 
ford,  where  lie  remained  until  1678.  He  then  went 
to  Branford,  Conn.,  where  he  died  suddenly,  in 
1681,  at  the  age  of  fifty-two  years,  and  was  buried 
there.    He  was  married  in  1659,  and  after  his  death 
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liis  \\  itlow.  Sarali,  married  Aaron  Blachley,  of  Bran- 

f.inl,  in  i^'S^- 

Idlui  Foote,  the  sixth  child  of  Robert  and  Sarah 
I-"ixi'te,  was  born  July  24,  1670,  and  spent  his  entire 
life  ill  liranford,  dying  in  1713.  Seven  children 
were  born  to  him  and  liis  wife  Mary. 

John  Foote,  son  of  John  and  ^Iary,  was  born 
in  Bran  ford  in  1700,  and  when  a  yonng  man  lo- 
catctl  in  North  Branford,  where  he  died  Jan.  26, 
1777.  He  was  twice  married,  first  Dec.  25.  1733, 
to  Elizabeth  Frisbee.  who  died  Feb.  3,  1737,  aged 
Iwi'ntv-two  years.  On.  Aug.  16,  1738,  he  married 
Abigail  Frisbee,  who  died  May  17,  1779.  By  the 
first  union  there  was  one  son,  Jonathan,  who  was 
bom  Jan.  23,  1737.  and  died  in  North  Branford  in 
1 801.  The  only  child  by  the  second  marriage  was 
John,  mentioned  below. 

John    I-"oote,  grandfather  of    our  subject,  was 
born   in   North   Branford   April   2,    1742.   and   was 
graduated  at  Vale  College  in  1765.    He  had  studied 
in  the  divinity  school  and  was  ordained  a  minister 
of  the  Congregational  Church,  succeeding  Rev.  Mr. 
Hall  at  Cheshire,  where  he  ministered  to  the  spirit- 
ual needs  of  the  people  until  his  death,  which  oc- 
curred .Vug.  31,  18 13,  when  he  w'as  aged  seventy-   I 
one  years.     His  remains  were  interred  in  Cheshire   i 
cemetery.     He   was  beloved  and   respected   by  the   I 
i-iuire  community.     He  was  twice  married,  his  first   i 
wife  being  Abigail  Hall,  of  Cheshire,  a  daughter  of   i 
Kev.  Samuel  Hall,  and  granddaughter  of  Gov.  Jona-   i 
than  Law.  of  Connecticut.     She  died  Nov.  19,  1788,   j 
at  the  age  of  thirty-nine  years,  and  for  his  second   \ 
wife  lie  married  Eunice  Hall,  a  daughter  of  Joliii   i 
Hall.    Her  death  occurred  Jan.  31,  1817.    All  of  his   j 
children  were  by  the  first  marriage,  namely:     Abi-   { 
gail  Sarah  Hall,  born  Jan.  2,   1769.  died  Jan.  20, 
1775;  Mar\-  Ann,  born  Sept.  21,   1770,  died  Sept. 
25.  1775;  Lucinda,  born  ^lay  19,  1772,  married  Dr. 
Thomas   T.    Cornwall,   of   Cheshire :   John   Alfred, 
bom  Jan.  2,  1774,  died  Aug.  25,  1794;  Abigail  M. 
A.,  born  Sept.  16,  1776,  died  Aug.  9,  1778;  \Villiam 
Lambert,  father  of  our  subject,  was  next  in  the  or- 
der of  birth;  Samuel  Augustus,  born  Nov.  8,  1780, 
died  Sept.  16,  1846:  Roderick,  born  Dec.  15,  1782, 
died  May  16,  1791  ;  and  Matilda,  born  Mav  6,  1785,   i 
died  Oct.  9,  1787.  '  i 

William  Lambert  Foote,  father  of  our  subject.   [ 
was  born  in  Cheshire  Oct.   10,  1778,  and  attended 
the  schools  of  his  native  town.     Subsequently  he 
was  graduated   from   the   Medical   Department    of 
Yale  College,  and  throughout  the  remainder  of  his   j 
life  successfully  followed  his  chosen  profession  in   i 
Clieshire  and  adjoining  towns,  having  built  up  an   • 
extensive  practice.    He  was  quite  prominent  in  pub-  ' 
he  affairs,  and  was  one  of  the  first  to  hold  the  of-   I 
"ce  of  judge  of  probate  in  his  town:  also  served   I 
as  town  clerk,  and  represented  Cheshire  in  the  State   I 
Legislature.  He  was  one  of  the  leading  and  influen-   ! 
tial  residents  of  the  town,  end  one  of  the  most  high-    I 
ly  respected,  and  always   faithfully  performed  his    ; 
duties  of  citizenship.     In  politics  he  was  a  lifelong   I 


Democrat.  Religiously  he  was  a  member  of  the  Con- 
gregational Church.  He  died  Aug.  9,  1849,  aii<l  w-as 
laid  to  rest  in  the  family  cemetery  in  Cheshire.  In 
March,  i8or,  he  wedded  Mary  Scoville,  a  native 
of  Berlin,  Hartford  Co.,  Conn.,  and  daughter  of 
Capt.  Dar.iel  Scoville,  later  of  Saybrook,  Conn.  She, 
too,  was  an  earnest  member  of  the  Congregational 
Church,  and  died  in  that  faith  Jan.  i,  1861  :  she 
was  buried  in  Cheshire  cemetery.  In  their  family 
were  si.x  children,  of  whom  John  L.  is  the  youngest, 
and  the  others  were  as  follows:  (i)  William  Sid- 
ney, born  Nov.  21,  1802,  graduated  from  Yale  Col- 
lege, and  became  a  physician  of  Ohio.  He  was  mar- 
ried in.  1827  to  Mary  Butler.  (2)  Mary  A.,  born 
May  23,  1806,  died  unmarried  April  20,  1888.  She 
possessed  a  remarkably  sweet  voice,  and  sang  for 
a  number  of  years  in  the  Congregational  Church 
of  Cheshire.  (3)  .\bigail,  Ijorn  .April  28,  iSoS.  was 
also  a  singer,  and  was  connected  with  the  choir 
of  the  same  church.  She  married  Edward  Doo- 
little.  who  died  March  4,  1837,  and  she  dietl  March 
29.  1892.  (4)  Scoville  D.,  born  April  10.  i8io> 
married  Martha  Whiting,  of  Milford,  Conn.,  and 
was  engaged  in  merchandising  in  New  York,  where 
he  died  March  28,  1883.  (5)  Eliza  S.,  born  June 
29,   1812,  died  unmarried  ^larch   19,   1892. 

John  Lambert  Foote,  whose  name  introduces 
this  sketch,  was  born  Sept.  14,  1817,  and  pursued 
his  studies  in  the  district  and.  select  schools  of 
Cheshire.  While  still  quite  young  he  worked  in 
a  store  at  New  Haven  for  two  years.  After  his 
return  to  Cheshire  he  was  employed  at  farm  labor 
for  a  time,  and  from  his  wages  managed  to  save 
$16.  with  which  he  embarked  in  merchandising  on  a 
small  scale,  although  only  fourteen  years  of  age. 
By  close  application  to  business  his  trade  steadily 
increased,  and  from  time  to  time  he  en.larged  his 
stock  until  he  had  a  good  general  store.  For  over 
forty-eight  years  he  was  successfully  engaged  in 
business  along  that  line,  and  on  his  retirement,  in 
1885,  had  accumulated  a  handsome  fortune,  having 
become  one  of  the  wealthiest  men.  of  the  town.  His 
career  seems  almost  phenomenal,  yet  his  success 
has  by  no  means  been  the  result  of  fortunate  cir- 
cumstances. It  has  come  to  him  through  energy, 
labor  and  perseverance,  directed  by  an  evenly  bal- 
anced mind  and  by  honorable  business  principles. 
From  early  life  he  made  it  his  plan  to  spend  less  thati 
his  income.  Although  economical,  he  is  liberal.  In 
his  religious  views  and  in  politics  he  is  independent, 
and  during  President  Van  Buren's  administration 
served  as  postmaster  at  Cheshire  for  four  years. 
Although  he  is  now  over  eighty-four  years  of  age, 
he  is  still  quite  active  in  both  mind  and  body.  His 
life  has  been  well  spent,  and  he  is  now  enjoying  a 
well-earned  rest,  surrounded  by  a  large  circle  of 
friends  and  acquaintances  who  esteem  him  highly 
for  his   sterling  worth. 

Gov.  Samuel  Augustus  Foote,  an  uncle  of  our 
subject,  was  born  in  Cheshire  Nov.  8,  1780.  a  son 
of  Rev.  John  and  Abigail  (Hall)   Foote.     He  was- 
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graduated  at  Yale  in  1797,  and  after  studying  law 
engaged  in  practice  in  liis  native  village.  He  mar- 
ried Eudocia  Hull,  a  daughter  of  Gen.  Andrew  and 
Elizabeth  ]Mary  Ann  Hull,  of  Cheshire,  and  later 
became  a  partner  of  Gen.  Hull  in  commercial  busi- 
ness at  New  Haven,  thoujrh  he  continued  to  make 
his  home  in  Cheshire,  where  his  mansion  is  still 
standing.  He  was  a  member  of  Congress  in  1819: 
was  re-elected  in  1823  and  1834;  was  Speaker  of 
the  House  of  Representatives  in  the  Connecticut 
Legislature  in  1825-26;  and  was  chosen  United 
States  senator  in  1827.  In-  1834  he  was  elected  gov- 
ernor of  Connecticut,  and  while  in  that  office  re- 
ceived the  degree  of  LL.  D.  from  Yale.  He  died 
Sept.  16,  1846.  and  was  buried  in  Cheshire.  His 
wife  died  at  the  home  of  her  son.  in  Cleveland, 
Ohio,  but  her  remains  were  brought  back  and  in- 
terred by  the  side  of  her  husband.  In  their  family 
were  five  children,  two  of  whom  died  in  infancy, 
and  the  others  were :  Hon.  John  A.  Foote.  a  promi- 
nent lawyer  of  Cleveland ;  Rear  Admiral  Andrew 
H.  Foote,  of  the  United  States  navy,  who  died  in 
New  Haven ;  and  Augustus  E.  Foote,  of  Cleveland. 

CAPT.  FREDERICK  ALOXZO  WELD  (de- 
ceased) was,  in  his  day,  one  of  the  best-known 
whaling  captains  along  this  part  of  the  Atlantic 
coast,  and  in  his  long  life  on  the  water  met  with 
many  an  adventure.  He  was  born  Feb.  i,  1820, 
in  the  town  of  Guilford,  and  attended  the  public 
schools  there  and  on  Long  Island,  whither  he  re- 
moved with  his  parents  while  still  vourg.  A  por- 
tion of  his  boyhood  was  spent  upon  a  farm,  and 
at  the  age  of  twelve  he  became  an  apprentice  to  the 
jeweler's  trade  with  Zebulon  Elliot,  of  Sag  Harbor, 
who  was  also  a  watchmaker,  gunsmith  and  repairer 
of  chronometers.  He  acquired  a  thorough  knowl- 
edge of  all  these  branches,  remaining  with  Mr. 
Elliot  three  years,  after  which  for  a  time  he  was 
engaged  with  his  father  in  carpenter  and-  joiner 
work.  Having  a  strong  desire  to  go  sea.  when 
fifteen  years  of  age  he  shipped  as  cabin  boy  on  a 
whaling  vessel,  and  in  time  worked  himself  up  from 

-  that  humble  position  until  he  commanded  a  vessel. 
He   was   prom.oted   from   second   m.ate   on   the   old 
whaling  ship  "James  Hamilton,"  under  Capt.  Isaac 
Ludlow,  to  captain.     The  first  ship  he  commande<l 
was  the  whaler  "Italy,"  of  Greenport,  Long  Island. 
Later  he  was  master  of  the  "Marengo,"  of  New 
Bedford,  and  his  last  voyage  was  made  in  the  "Odd 
Fellow,"  of  Sag  Harbor,  returning  in  1868.     Capt. 
Weld  met  with  gratifying  success  in  his  chosen  call-   i 
ing,  and  during  his  career  as  a  sailor  went  farther 
north  than  any  of  the  explorers  had  yet  penetrated,   i 
and  twice  sailed  around  the  world.     His  voyages   , 
took  him  to  many  seas  and  strange  lands,  and  his   ■ 

,  home  contains  numerous  relics  and  souvenirs  of  his  1 
voyages  to  different  countries.  He  was  the  first  ! 
man  who  went  whaling  in  the  Sea  of  Ochotsk,  and  [ 
as  the  natives  along  the  shore  had  never  seen  a  1 
whaling  vessel,  they  were  much  alarmed,  thinking  | 
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it  a  Russian  man-of-war.     However,  he  was  a  verv 
unassuming  man.  and  although  he  passed  tlinui.;ii 
'  manv  exciting  and  perilous  scenes,  he  never  boasterl 
;  of  his  achievements  in  any  line.     Or,  Xov.  3,  \i',^(\, 
he  encountered  a  hurricane  in  Behring  Straits,  al- 
most wrecking  the  vessel,,  which  was  laden  with  a 
I  valuable  cargo  of  oil  and  whale-bone.     In  a  badiv 
I  disabled  condition  they  drifted  about  fortv-two  da\  s 
I  before  reaching  the  Sandwich  Islands,  and  as  piccl-s 
I  of  the  vessel  had  been   picked  up,   they  had  been 
\  given  up  as  lost.     During  those  forty-two  days  the 
vessel  had  been  leaking  fearfully — both  pumps  gn- 
\   ing  night  and  day  in  order  to  keep  afloat,  clothes 
.  and  bedding  wet,  and  men  dying  frequently  with 
I  scurvy,  sometimes  two  in,  one  day,  induced  bv  wet 
1  clothes,  exposure  and  want  of  vegetable  food.'  The 
men,  themselves,   had   Inng  given   up  all  hopes  of 
life,   v.-hen   land   was   finally   discovered,   and    their 
,  lives  and  cargo  saved;  only  six  men  of  a  crew  of 
■  thirty  were  able  to  be  about  the  vessel.    On  acccjunt 
of  the  saving  of  the  cargo,  the  underwriters  of  the 
I  vessel  presented  Capt.  Weld  with  a  valuable  riiii;. 
j  During  one  of  Capt.  Weld"s  voyages  in  the  "Italv" 
t  five  of  the  crew,  being  thwarted  in  their  plans  to 
I   steal  a  boat  and  <lesert.  conspired  to  fire  the  ship, 
throw  the  mate  overboard,  kill  the  captain  and  other 
I  officers.    The  ringleader  carried  a  knife  in  his  boot- 
I  leg,  and  at  one  time  drew  it  to  attack  the  captain. 
I  Fortunately  the  fire  was  discovered ;  the  mutineers 
'   were   put   in   irons,   and   when   the   vessel    reached 
Lahaina,  Sandwich  Islands,  they  were  delivered  to 
i  the  American  Consul  to  be  dealt  with  according  10 
I  law. 

'         After  abandoning  the  water  Capt.  Weld  settled 

at  Guilford,  where  he  passed  the  remainder  of  his 

'  days  in  quiet  retirement,  dying  in  January,   1893. 

]   His  remains  rest  in  Guilford  cemetery.     On  April 

!   26,   1849  he  married,  at  Sag  Harbor,   Miss  Hilary 

Douglass  Washburn,  who  was  born  in  that  place,  a 

daughter  of  Capt.  Xoah  Washburn  (3),  a  native  of 

Hartford,    and    Xancy    C.     (Hodges)     Washburn. 

Capt.  Xoah  Washburn  was  a  mate  on  a  gunboat  ii: 

the  war  of  1812,  and  later  a  captain  of  artillery  in 

the  13th  Regiment,  of  Xew  York  State,  and  later 

for  twenty-five  years  was  an  officer  in  the  Custom 

House.     Two  children   were  born  to  Captain  and 

Mrs.   Weld :     Frederick  FIo}-d,  who   is  mentioned 

below;  and  Elia.;  J.,  who  died  young.     Capt.  Weld 

attended   the   Episcopal    Church,   as   does   also   his 

widow.     In  political  faith  he  was  a  Republican,  but 

was  not  active  in  public  life.     Fraternally  he  held 

membership   in    St.    Alban's   Lodge,    F.   &   A.    M., 

•  Guilford,  and  he  and  his  wife  both  belonged  to  the 

.Order  of  the  Eastern  Star,  ^Irs.  Weld  serving  as 

matron  in  her  lodge  for  eight  years.     She  is  highly 

esteemed  by  her  many  friends  in  Guilford,  and  is 

a  woman  of  many  sterling  Christian  qualities. 

Frederick  Floyd  Weld  (deceased)  was  born 
Feb.  19.  1850,  in  Sag  Harbor.  Long  Island,  and 
early  displayed  a  penchant  for  his  father's  calling. 
While  yet  in   his   "teens   he  made  application,   en- 
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<l(jrsecl  by  the  governor  of  Connecticut  and  other 
citizens  of  the  State,  for  appointment  as  cablet  en- 
gineer at  the    Naval  Academy  at  Annapolis.   Md. 
Receiving  assurance  that  his  application  would  be 
granted,   providing   he   was   qualified   to   enter,   lie 
prepared  himself  to  pass  the  necessary  examinations. 
For  some  reason,  however,  Congress  failed  to  pass 
the  necessary  appropriation  for  the  academy  for  that 
vear,  and  Mr.  Weld  instead  entered  the  Sheffield 
Scientific  School  of  Yale,  taking  the  course  in  civil 
engineering,  in  which  he  was  graduated  with  the 
class  of  1S72.    For  the  year  following  he  was  in  the 
employ  of  the  United  States  Coasting  Survey,  sur- 
veying the  Delaware  river  from  Easton  to  Trenton, 
and    in   August,    1873,    he   obtained   a   position   as 
draughtsman  and  general  assistant  in  the  otfice  of 
the  city  engineer  at  New  Haven,  continuing  in  that 
incumbency  until  July,  1881,  when  he  resigned  in 
order  to  accept  a  more  lucrative  position,  becoming 
managing  engineer  for  Thomas  P.  Simpson,  a  con-   j 
tractor  on  the  Pittsburg  &  Western  railroad.    In  the   ! 
summer  of  18S3  Mr.  Weld  accepted  a  position  as 
assistant  engineer  in  charge  of  the  construction  of   ; 
a  system  of  sewers  in  Waterbury.  Conn.,  designed   I 
by  Rudolph  Hering,  and  so  ably  did  he  discharge   j 
the  duties  of  this  position  that  when,  a  few  months   1 
later,  a  vacancy  occurred  in  the  office  of  city  en-   ; 
gineer,  caused  by  the  resignation  of  N.  J.  Welton, 
he  was  at  once   selected   for  the   incumbency.     In 
this  office  he  remained  continuously  under  different   ; 
administrations  until  his  death,  June  28,  1890.    Al-   ' 
though  a  large  portion  of  his  time  and  resources 
were   given   to   devising   means    for   checking   the 
ravages  of  preventable  diseases,  he  was  one  of  the   \ 
first  victims  in  the  epidemic  of  typhoid  which  pre- 
vailed in  Waterbury  that  year.     For  several  years 
he  had  been  one  of  the  most  prominent  and  efficient 
workers  on  the  Waterbury  board  of  health,  and  in 
company  with  H.  J.  Kellogg,  his  first  assistant,  he 
designed  a  system   of  sewers   for  the  borough  of 
Wallingford.    He  also  acted  as  consvilting  engineer 
in  the  construction  of  the  sewer  systems  of  Tor- 
rington  and  Ansonia,  as  well  as  many  less  important 
engineering  works.     On  Sept.  3,  1884,  he  became  a 
member  of  the  American  Society  of  Civil  Engineers, 
and  he  was  a  leading  member  of  the  Connecticut 
Civil  Engineers  &  Surveyors  Association,  of  which 
he  was  serving  as  president  at  the  time  of  his  de- 
mise. 

The  Waterburs'  American  under  date  of  June 
28,  1890,  says: 

City  Engineer  F.  Floyd  Weld  died  at  his  home  at  No. 
127  North  Main  street  at  2:30  this  morning.  Mr.  Weld 
had  been  confined  to  his  home  not  quite  two  weeks  with  a 
severe  attack  of  typhoid  fever.  June  16.  he  was  one  of  a 
party  that  left  this  city  to  visit  New  York  and  investigate 
the  laying  of  asphalt  paving  in  that  city.  He  returned  the 
same  night  and  his  physician  found  him  suffering  from  an 
advanced  stage  of  the  disease.  For  weeks  he  had  not 
been  himself  and  his  physical  condition  was  such  that  it 
feebly  opposed  the  ravages  of  the   fever. 

The  deceased  was  born  at  Sag  Harbor,  L.  I.,  and  was 
forty  years   of   age   last   February.     Graduating  with   the 


class  of  '72  from  the  Sheffield  Scientific  School,  he  en- 
tered the  office  of  the  city  engineer  in  New  Haven.  He 
was  assistant  ciry  engineer  there  when  called  to  this  city 
in  June,  1883,  by  City  Engineer  N.  J.  Welton,  who  was 
tlien  very  busy  in  laying  out  and  constructing  the  sewer 
system  just  adopted  here.  In  January,  1884,  Mr.  Weld 
was  appointed  city  engineer  and  from  that  time  devoted 
himself  to  the  extension  of  a  pipe  system  for  Waterbury 
which  has  few  superiors  in  eastern  cities,  and  which  has 
served  as  a  model  for  many  more  pretentious  cities.  As 
an  accurate  engineer  his  reputation  was  State  wide,  if  not 
more.  Every  foot  of  sewer  planned  and  laid  by  him  was 
the  result  of  a  carefully  thought  out  system,  and  every 
minor  detail  of  the  work  was  completely  mastered  and 
carried  in  mind  by  him.  His  maps  were  always  models; 
he  was  abreast  of  municipal  developments  and  improve- 
ments in  every  particular  that  concerned  his  profession. 
He  was  an  admitted  authority  on  sewer  systems,  and  the 
Connecticut  Association  of  Civil  Engineers  and  Survey- 
ors acknowledged  his  ability  by  electing  him  its  president. 
At  the  time  of  his  death  he  was  giving  much  of  his  time 
and  attention  to  Waterbury's  paving  question.  He  thor- 
oughly believed  in  the  merits  of  asplialt  for  our  city's 
streets,  and  visited  many  cities  and  collected  a  va.st 
amount  of  data  to  defend  his  position,  and  to  demonstrate 
the  growing  importance  of  tliis  material  for  paving. 
Whatever  the  material  eventually  used,  and  however 
done,  the  absence  of  the  experience  and  judgment  of  the 
late  city  engineer  in  these  matters  will  be  a  great  loss  to 
the    city. 

The  deceased  leaves  two  dauglitcrs.  aged  respectively 
12  and  14  years,  and  a  mother  and  father.  He  was  the 
last  child,  his  brother  dying  several  years  ago.  Both 
parents  were  with  him  at  his  death,  but  his  father  was 
the  only  one  recognized  by  him  in  the  interval  of  a  long 
period  of  unconsciousness.  He  was  insured  in  the  Life 
Union,  the  New  York  Equitable  and  the  Knights  of 
Honor   association. 

Mr.  Weld  was  made  a  Mason  in  Continental  lodge  of 
this  city  in  1884.  He  afterward  became  exalted  to  the 
Royal  Arch  in  Eureka  chapter,  November  11,  1885.  A 
friend  says  of  him:  "He  has  held  an  oiScial  position  in 
the  chapter  during  the  past  four  years  with  great  credit 
to  himself  and  honor  to  the  fraternity.  His  usefulness  as 
an  officer,  and  quiet  demonstration  of  an  intelligent  and 
upright  Mason,  had  won  for  him  the  esteem  of  all  his 
brothers   and   companions." 

Mr.  Weld  was  a  most  efficient  member  of  the  city 
board  of  health.  .Always  watching  the  health  of  others 
and  so  prominently  connected  witli  the  establishment  of 
the  sewer  system  which  plays  so  important  a  part  in  pre- 
serving the  city's  health,  it  seems  particularly  sad  that  he 
should  fall  a  victim  to  this  disease  through  impure  milk 
from  the  Middlebury  farm. 

Alderman  H.  W.  French  on  behalf  of  the  aldermanic 
board  extended  the  sympathy  and  offered  the  services  of 
the  members  of  the  court  of  common  council  to  the 
family. 

Though  a  thorough  business  man,  and  devoted 
to  his  profession,  Mr.  Weld  was  a  man  of  genial 
social  qualities,  and  he  had  a  special  tact  for  "get- 
ting along"  with  the  various  people  with  whom  he 
came  in  contact  during  his  professional  career,  se- 
curing compliance  with  his  plans  without  arousing 
aggression  or  unpleasant  antagonism.     With  a  rep- 
'   utation  for  strict  integrity,  he  gained  a  high  stand- 
ing in  his  ingenuity,  which  was  considerable,  united 
with  a  sound  common  sense  which  characterized  all 
his  actions.     He  was  quick  and  accurate  in  the  per- 
.   formance  of  his  duties,  and  the  work  which  he  ex- 
!   ecuted   will  long  be  a   silent   witness   to  the   thor- 
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oughness  and  painstaking  effort  which  marked  all 
his  undertakings,  for  he  neglected  no  detail  of  a 
work,  however  seemingly  unimportant.  His  serv- 
ices were  especially  valuable  in  Xew  Haven  and 
Waterbury.  Mr.  \Veld  did  not  reap  large  pecuniary 
reward  in  his  calling,  but  he  leaves  a  name  ur.spottcd 
for  integrity  and  honesty,  and  he  was  esteemed  h_v 
all  who  knew  him  as  a  true  friend  and  an  upright 
man.  On  Dec.  15,  1874,  ]\[r.  Weld  married  ^liss 
Mary  \'.  Crockett,  and  they  had  two  children,  Mary 
Washburn  and  Fredericka  Flo\d,  who  have  been 
reared  bv  their  grandnioth.er,  Mrs.  Weld. 

DAVID  MERRIM.VN  HALL,  an  old  and 
prominent  farmer  of  the  town  of  Wallingford, 
whose  character  e.xacts  the  veneration  his  years  de- 
mand, was  born  in  South  Elm  street,  in  that 
borough.  May  27,  1818.  John  Hall,  his  remote  pro- 
genitor, was  an  early  settler  of  Xew  England,  and 
his  sons.  John,  Thomas  and  Samuel,  were  among 
the  first  settlers  of  Wallingford. 

Thomas  Hall  was  born  March  25,  1649.  ^"f^ 
came  from  Xew  Haven,  where  he  married  Grace 
Watson  June  5,  1673.  She  died  May  i,  1731.  and 
he  on  the  17th  of  the  following  Xovember.  Both 
were  buried  in  Wallingford.  He  was  a  farmer  by 
occupation.  His  family  consisted  of  eleven  chil- 
dren: (i)  Abigail,  born  Jan.  7,  1674,  married  John 
Tyler;  (2)  Thomas,  born  July  17,  1676,  married 
Abigail  Atwater,  daughter  of  John  Atwater;  (.3) 
Mary  was  born  Xov.  22,  1677;  (4)  Jonathan,  born 
July  25,  1679,  married  Dinah  Andrews  May  12, 
1703  ;  (5)  Joseph,  born  July  8,  1681,  married  Bertha 
Terrel;  (6)  Esther,  bora  Feb.  23,  1683,  married 
Benoni  Atkins;  (7)  Benjamin,  born  April  19,  1684, 
married  Mary  Ives;  (8)  Peter  was  born  Dec.  28, 
1686;  (9)  Daniel  was  born  Jan.  27,  1689;  ( 10) 
Rebecca,  born  Jan.  6,  1691,  married  Daniel  Holt; 
(11)  Israel,  born  Oct.  8,  1696,  married  A.bigail 
Palmer. 

Peter  Hall,  noted  above,  was  born  in  Walling- 
ford, and  was  reared  on  the  farm.  Farming  was 
his  life  occupation,  and  he  became  an  extensive 
land  owner.  At  the  time  of  his  death,  which  oc- 
curred in  Wallingford,  he  had  reached  the  age  of 
ninety  years.  He  was  married,  Oct.  19,  1732.  to 
Rebecca  Bartholomew,  who  died  Oct.  31,  1798,  and 
to  their  marriage  came  children  as  follows :  ( i ) 
Susannah,  born  Feb.  26,  1734;  (2)  Hiel,  May  6, 
1735;  (3)  Abigail,  May  15,  1737;  (4)  Rebecca, 
born  July  3,  1740;  (5)  Eunice,  Xov.  8,  1742;  (6) 
Josiah,  born  July  3,  1745;  (7)  Peter,  June  7,  1748; 

(8)  Andrew,  Sept.  12,  1750  (died  Oct.  14.  1776)  ; 

(9)  Anna,  March  30,  1753;  ( lo^l  Keziah,  June  16, 
1755;  (11)  Lois,  Sept.  25,  1757. 

Hiel  Hall  was  born  in  the  town  of  W  allingford, 
and  like  his  father  was  engaged  in  farming,  and 
owned  extensive  tracts  of  land  'there.  Catherine, 
his  wife,  died  Jan.  4,  1788,  at  the  age  of  forty-two 
years.  She  was  the  mother  of  the  following  named 
children:     (i)  Josiah,  born  in  1775,  died  Dec.  15, 


1821  ;  (2)  Catherine  was  born  Jan.  2,  1776;  (3) 
Andrew,  born  in  1777,  died  Jan.  25,  1812;  (4) 
Chauncey,  born  Sept.  8,  1778,  married  Marilla 
Hall;  (5)  Peter,  born  May  31,  1780,  married  De- 
light Kirkland  ;  (6)  Hiel,  lx)rn  Feb.  7,  1782,  mar- 
ried Sarah  Kirkland;  ( ^ )  Rice  was  borni  May  2, 
1784;  (8)  Justus  was  born  Feb.  14,  1787. 

Deacon  Josiah  Hall,  the  father  of  David  Merri- 
man  Hall,  was  born  in  Wallingford,  where  he  grew 
to  manhood.  In  his  mature  years  he  had  a  large 
farm  on  Elm  .street,  and  he  died  while  still  in 
middle  life,  in  Wallingford,  at  the  age  of  nearly 
forty-seven  years.  In  politics  he  was  a  Democrat, 
and  in  religion  a  member  of  the  Congregational 
Church,  in  which  he  officiated  as  deacon.  He  is  re- 
membered as  a  useful  citizen,  a  good  husband  and 
a  kind  father.  Deacon  Hall  was  married  April  7, 
1795.  to  Martha  R.  Hail,  who  was  born  Aug.  22, 
1777,  daughter  of  (jiles  Hall,  of  Wallingford.  and 
granddaughter  of  John  and  Mary  (Street)  Hall. 
To  them  were  born  children  as  follows :  (  i ) 
Thankful,  born  May  23,  1796,  married  Col.  Thad- 
deus  Cook;  (2)  Catherine,  born  May  18,  1798,  died 
unmarried;  (3)  Eliza,  born  May  15,  1800,  died 
young;  (4)  Eliza,  born  July  25,  1801,  married 
James  Reynolds;  (5)  Edward  L.,  born  May  15, 
1804,  married  Mary  K.  Cook,  daughter  of  Billions 
Cook;  (6)  George  Chauncey  was  born  April  19, 
1806;  [■/)  Martha  R.,  born  Oct.  19,  1808,  married 
Col.  Thaddeus  Cook;  (8)  Josiah  was  born  June 
15,  1812;  (9)  Ogden,  Sept.  13,  1815;  (10)  David 
Merriman,  ^Iay  2J,  1818;  and  (11)  James,  April 
II,  1821.  David  M.  is  the  only  survivor.  The 
mother  died  in  Wallingford,  and  was  buried  in  the 
Center  street  cemetery. 

David  M.  Hall  was  very  young  when  he  lost 
his  father.  His  education  was  begun  in  the  district 
school  of  Wallingford,  and  later  he  attended  the 
school  at  Cook  Hill,  where  he  went  to  live  witii 
his  sister,  ^Irs.  Thaddeus  Cook,  after  his  father's 
death.  He  was  also  a  pupil  in  the  academy  at  Ber- 
lin and  the  one  at  Middletown.  Remaining  in  the 
hospitable  home  of  his  sister  until  he  was  sixteen 
years  of  age,  he  went  to  Xew  Haven  and  learned 
the  tin  and  sheet-iron  trade.  To  do  this  prop- 
erly and  in  the  old-fashioned,  thorough-going  way. 
required  his  time  until  he  was  twenty-one  years 
of  age.  Then  he  became  a  iourne\-man,  and  worked 
at  his  trade.  A  few  years  later  he  bought  a  farm 
on  Cook  Hill,  where  he  lived  until  1854,  in  that 
year  settling  on  his  present  farm,  which  is  part  of 
the  original  Cook  estate.  For  nearly  half  a  cen- 
tury he  has  been  engaged  in  farming  and  stock 
raising,  and  to-day  he  is  known  as  one  of  the  most 
succes'sful  farmers  in  Wallingford. 

On  Dec.  24.  1843,  Mr.  Hall  married  Catherine 
Maria  Cook,  who  was  born  on  Cook  Hill,  daugh- 
ter of  Col.  Thaddeus  and  Sylvia  (Hall)  Cook, 
and  sister  of  Mrs.  William  Francis,  of  Xorth  Farms. 
Mrs.  Hall  is  a  lady  of  innate  refinement,  and  of 
kindly  disposition,  and  all  who  know  her  speak  well 
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of  her.  She  has  been  a  g-ood  -wife  and  a  loving 
mother.  Mr.  and  r^Irs.  Hall  have  had  three  chil- 
dren:  (i)  James  Cook,  born  July  6,  1S45,  'hed 
at  the  ag-e  of  seventeen  years.  (2)  Edward  Thad- 
deus,  born  Oct.  16,  1S49.  married  Georgiana  Par- 
dee, and  has  one  child,  Sarah  Edna,  born  July  8. 
1897.  (3)  George  David,  born  June  20,  1859,  is 
now  living  on  the  homestead:  he  married,  Oct.  23. 
1884,  Jennie  P.lakeslee  Hough,  daughter  of  Elijah 
Hough,  and  has  throe  children — Louis  Cook,  born 
March  27,  1888;  Almon  Blakeslee,  born  Nov.  27, 
1891  ;  and  Mabel  Hough,  born  March  7,  1898. 

David  T^Ierriman  Hall  is  one  of  the  thoughtful, 
leading  men  of  his  community.  In  his  religious 
belief  he  is  a  consistent  follower  of  the  rules  of 
the  Episcopal  Church.  He  is  domestic  in  his  tastes, 
and  upright  in  his  habits.  In  politics  he  is  a  Dem- 
ocrat, but  puts  the  good  of  the  community  before 
any  question)  of  party  expediency. 

BLATCHLEY.  There  was  a  Thomas  Blatch- 
ley  who  sailed  for  Xew  England  in  1635  •  '^^'is  in 
Hartford  in  1640:  Xew  Haven  in  1643:  Branford 
in  1645  ;  and  in  Guilford  in  1666.  In  the  last  named 
place  he  was  admitted  a?  a  planter  April  23,  1668. 
His  business  was  that  of  a  merchant,  and  he  died 
in  Boston  in  1674.  Some  of  his  descendants  are 
yet  in  Guilford. 

There  was  a  Samuel  Blatchley  who  removed 
from  Guilford  in  about  1653,  where  he  was  an  early 
planter,  to  that  part  of  the  town  which  later  be- 
came ]\Iadison. 

Soon  after  1725.  the  time  of  the  permanent  set- 
tlement of  Madison,  there  was  a  Joshua  Blatchley 
who  settled  in  the  south  part  of  the  town. 

Few  men  have  been  more  prominently  identified 
with  the  growth  of  Xew  Haven,  through  the  past 
fifty  years,  than  the  family  introducing  this  article. 
The  extensive  real  estate  firm  of  S.  L.  Blatchley 
&  Sons  was  established  in  1852  by  the  fa- 
ther, the  late  Samuel  L.  Blatchley,  who,  along 
in  the  late  'sixties,  took  his  sons,  Samuel  R., 
the  late  Charles  Carroll,  and  later  Joel  Blatchley,  in 
the  business  with  him,  and,  from  the  beginning, 
these  men  together,  or  in  turn,  have  carried  on  ex- 
tensive building  operations  and  real  estate  trans- 
actions, and  have  been  interested  in  public  improve- 
ments which  have  materially  aided  in  New  Haven's 
growth. 

The  late  Samuel  L.  Blatchley  was  born  Feb. 
13,  1804,  in  Xorth  Matlison,  Conn.,  a  son  of  Joel 
and  Ruth  (Loper)  Blatchley,  of  that  town.  Joel 
Blatchley  was  one  of  the  prominent  men  of  his  day 
in  the  town,  and  at  the  first  town  meeting,  in  1826. 
was  chosen  one  of  the  selectmen.  The  name  of 
Blatchley  has  been  identified  with  the  towns  of 
Guilford  and  Madison  from  the  early  Colonial  pe- 
riod, and  the  name  is  on  record  from  that  section 
in  the  war  of  the  Revolution,  in  the  professions,  and 
a  number  of  times  as  graduates  of  Yale  College. 

Samuel    Loper   Blatchlev   received   his   boyhood 
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education  in  the  common  schools  of  his  native  town, 
and.  by  application  as  he  advanced  to  manhood,  suc- 
ceeded in  obtaining  a  good  business  education.  I  lis 
business  career  was  commenced  as  an  insurance 
agent  in  his  town,  and  later  he  kept  a  country  store 
there,  in  which  the  handling  of  clocks  was  a  chief 
feature  of  the  business.  In  those  days  it  was  no  un- 
common thing  for  a  merchant  to  travel  over  the 
country,  and  especially  in  the  South,  selling  goods 
and  Yankee  notions.  Mr.  Blatchlev  had  some  ex- 
perience in.  this  line,  making  his  headquarters  m 
Baltimore.  In  1846  he  removed  to  X'ew  Haven, 
Conn.,  and  ever  afterward  made  that  city  his  home. 
Here  he  opened  a  co-operative  grocery  store  on 
State  street,  and  the  "Commercial  Union"  is  still 
remembered  by  the  older  people  of  the  city. 

In  1852  Air.  Blatchley  engaged  in  the  real  es- 
tate  business   and   his   efforts   were   soon   crowned 

I  with  an  assured  succeis.  and  in  time  he  built  manv 

!  business  houses  and  dwellings,  and  bought  and  sold 
real  estate  quite  extensively.  Among  the  structures 
built  by  him  were:  The  ""Madison  House,"  later 
called  the  "Selden  House :"  the  building  of  the 
Daily  Courier;  the  building  on  the  corner  of  State 
and  Court  streets,  and  a  number  of  brick  buildings- 
on  State  and  St.  John  streets.  In  1866  he  pur- 
chased of  the  Maltby  heirs  and  the  Yale  College 
corporation  a  large  tract  of  land  south  of  Grand 
street,  in  Fair  Haven,  and  onened  the  avenue  bear- 
ing his  name,  and  at  its  junction  with  East  Grand 

■  street  erected  the  large  brick  house  which  there- 
after was  his  place  of  residence.  At  the  time  of" 
the  op(>ning  of  Blatchley  avenue,  there  were  few 
buildings  in  that  part  of  the  Eleventh  ward.  Just 
south  of  his  residence  he  gave  a  lot  to  Grace  Epis- 
copal Church,  on  which  a  hne  church  edifice  and 
parsonage  were  afterward  erected,  and  in  this  en- 
terprise he  was  largely  interested.  Mr.  Blatchlev 
sold  many  building  lots  on  Exchange  and  W'oolscy 
streets,  which  streets  were  opened  bv  him,  and  he 
also  purchased,  at  a  cost  of  something  like  $40,000, 
some  forty  acres  of  land  on  Fair  Haven  Heights, 
which  he  subdivided  and  sold  in  building  lots. 
Also  he  purchased  some  twelve  acres  of  ground  of 
Deacon  John  Farren  at  a  cost  of  about  $40,000, 
and  opened  up  Farren  avenue,  selling  the  land  in 
building  lots :  he  purchased  other  building  sites 
on  Grand  avenue  and  Bright  street,  from  Grand 
avenue  north. 

In  1869  Mr.  Blatchley  associated  in  the  business 
with  him  his  sons,  Charles  C.  and  Samuel  R.,  both 
young,  active  men,  who  were  chiefly  instrumental 
in  building  up  and  conducting  the  extensive  real 
estate   business   of  the   firm  of   S.   L.   Blatchley  !k 

:  Sons.  These  gentlemen  were  largely  instrumental 
in  projecting  and  building  the  old  State  Street 
Horse  Railway.  They  operated  largely  in  the  vi- 
cinity of  Cedar  Hill,  and  greatlv  developed  the  city 
eastward  and  northward.  They  also  were  promi- 
nent in  advancing  the  projects  resulting  in  the  Quin- 

I  nipiac  and  Chapel  street  draw-bridges,  and  caused 
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many  streets  to  be  opened,  erecting  many  build- 
ings, and  were  most  potent  factors  in  the  progress 
of  New  Haven. 

The  senior  Mr.  Blatchley  in  early  life  was  a 
member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity.  While  residing 
in  the  city  proper  he  attended  the  North  Congre- 
gational and  Third  Churches,  and  later  Grace  Epis- 
copal Church,  in  Blatchley  avenue.  Of  a  genial 
and  cheerful  disposition,  he  had  many  friends ;  was 
of  commanding  personality,  standing  six  feet  three 
and  one-half  inches  in  height,  and  in  his  prime  had 
an  erect  form  and  a  fine  carriage. 

On  Dec.  23,  1S27,  Mr.  Blatchley  married  Mary 
A.  Robinson,  who  was  born  July  20,  1805,  daugh- 
ter of  Ebenezer  Robinson,  of  Durham,  Conn.,  and 
died  Dec.  9,  1874.  Air.  Blatchley  survived  her, 
passing  away  July  26.  1S83.  Of  their  nine  chil- 
dren: (6)  Samuel  Robinson  and  (7)  Charles  Car- 
roll are  mentioned  below,  (i)  Joel  S.,  who  died 
Jan.  8,  1874,  was  a  graduate  of  Yale,  class  of  1850, 
and  was  a  lawyer  b_\-  profession,  practicing  at  Du- 
buque, Iowa,  and  later  at  San  Francisco.  Losing 
his  health,  he  returned  to  New  Haven,  where  until 
liis  death  he  was  a  member  of  the  firm  of  S.  L. 
Blatchley  &  Sons.  He  married  Marion  Hall,  who 
survives  him,  with  two  children.  Louise  and  Mar- 
gery; they  reside  in  Denver,  Colo.  (2)  Helen 
Lavinia  is  the  wife  of  Rev.  H.  C.  Hovey,  of  New- 
buryport,  Mass.  They  are  the  parents  of  three  chil- 
drenr — Edmund  Otis,  one  of  the  curators  of  the 
New  York  Aluseum  of  Natural  History  in  Central 
Park;  Helen  Carter,  wife  of  Rev.  Henry  F.  Ellin- 
wood,  of  Medina,  N.  Y. ;  and  Clara,  wife  of  Rev. 
Royal  W.  Raymond,  of  Stratford,  Conn.  (3)  Mary 
J.  is  Mrs.  William  Ludden,  of  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. ; 
they  have  had  no  children,  but  have  an  adopted 
daughter,  Gertrude.  (4)  Ann  Elizabeth,  who  died 
June  19,  1892,  was  the  wife  of  Alexander  Emery, 
of  the  firm  of  Steel  &  Emery,  New  Haven.  They 
had  several  children — Jacob  E.,  now  deceased,  who 
was  in  the  employ  of  S.  L.  Blatchley  &  Sons ;  Mary 
C,  deceased;  Alice  S. :  Charles  A.,  of  Bridgeport; 
Louise  and  Elizabeth,  twins,  both  deceased ;  Helen, 
deceased;  Joel,  deceased:  and  Samuel  W.,  of  New 
Haven.  (5)  Alice  C,  who  died  Nov.  15,  1877,  un- 
married, was  a  teacher  in  the  Woodward  high 
school,  Cincinnati.  (8)  Sarah  Louise,  who  died 
March  13,  1873,  was  a  member  and  valedictorian 
of  the  first  class  graduated  from  Vassar.  (9)  Clara 
L  died  unmarried  Dec.  28,  1882. 

Charles  Carroll  Blatchley,  a  son  of  Samuel 
L..  and  late  of  the  firm  of  S.  L.  Blatchley  &  Sons, 
was  born  July  28,  1841,  in  North  Madison,  Conn. 
His  parents  having  removed  to  New  Haven  when 
he  was  but  a  lad,  he  there  passed  his  boyhood,  at- 
tending the  public  schools,  and  was  graduated  from 
the  high  scliool.  Then  he  entered  Yale  College, 
from  which  he  was  graduated  in  1863,  studied  law 
in  New  York,  and  was  admitted  to  the  Bar  in  that 
city  in  December,  1864.  In  May.  1865,  he  opened 
an  office  in  New  Haven,  but  after  several  years' 


practice  in  that  place  he  associated  himself  with  his 
father  and  brother,  Samuel  R.,  in  the  real  estate 
business,  which  engrossed  his  entire  attention,  and 
in  which  he  was  most  successful.  Air.  Blatchley 
was  a  director  and  large  owner  in  the  State  Street 
Horse  Railroad,  and  was  a  life  member  and  sec- 
retary of  the  East  Rock  Park  commission,  and  a 
director  in  the  Young  Men's  Institute.  About  the 
middle  of  January,  1887,  Mr.  Blatchley  became 
seriously  ill  with  Bright"s  disease,  and  died  at 
his  home  March  5,  1S87,  in  his  forty-sixth  year. 

On  Nov.  27,  1863,  Air.  Blatchley  was  married 
to  Susannah,  daughter  of  Jacob  Emery,  of  Hogans- 
burg,  N.  Y.,  who  survives  him  with  five  children. 
Of  their  family  Catherine  E.,  a  graduate  of  the 
Alusical  Department  of  Yale,  is  a  music  teacher  and 
musical  supervisor  of  the  \\'estville  schools.  Alary 
Nancy  graduated  from  high  school,  and  is  now  an 
eighth  grade  teacher  in  the  Strong  school.  Susan 
L.  and  Charles  C.  are  deceased.  Jacob  Emery  and 
Samuel  L.  were  twins,  and  the  latter  is  deceased ; 
the  former  is  a  member  of  the  firm  of  Blatchley  & 
Shepard.  Alice  is  deceased.  William  Joel  is  a 
sophomore  in  the  Sheffield  Scientific  School. 
Charles  Alexander  is  attending  the  Boardman 
Training  School  for  Boys.  Henry  died  in  infancy. 
Charles  C.  Blatchley  was  a  man  of  correct  morals, 
and  of  the  highest  integrity,  possessed  good  judg- 
ment, and  was  an  excellent  business  man.  He  was 
straightforward  and  true  in  his  friendships. 

S.\MUEL  RoBixsoN  Blatciiley  was  born  at 
North  Aladison  Nov.  15,  1839,  and  spent  his  school 
days  in  New  Haven  and  Cincinnati,  attending  the 
high  schools  in  both  cities,  passed  through  the  Hop- 
kins grammar  school  in  New  Haven,  and  graduated 
at  Yale  in  1862.  For  five  years  he  taught  school  in 
Cincinnati,  and  then  returned  to  New  Haven.  Air. 
Blatchley  was  president  of  the  old  Horse  Railroad 
Company  at  the  time  of  its  sale  to  the  syndicate, 
and  his  brother  Charles  had  previously  served  in 
the  same  capacity.  He  now  deals  extensively  in  real 
estate,  laying  out  lots,  etc.,  having  a  large  interest 
on  Prospect  street,  where  in  company  with  Dr. 
Phillips  he  owns  thirty-two  acres.  On  June  23, 
1864.  he  was  married,  in  Cincinnati,  to  Miss  Nancy 
AIcM.  Evans,  a  daughter  of  Hugh  Evans,  of  that 
city. 

JARED  A.  BASSETT  (deceased),  an  energetic 
and  skillful  agriculturist,  who  owned  and  operated 
a  fine  farm  of  forty  acres  on  Dixwell  avenue.  Ham- 
den,  was  born  Nov.  i,  1832,  a  son  of  Jared  and 
Eliza  (Bradley)  Bassett,  and  grandson  of  Timothy 
Bassett.  His  birth  occurred  in  the  same  house  i;i 
which  he  lived  all  his  life,  and  in  which  he  died 
Dec.  31,  1899. 

Jared  Bassett,  the  father,  was  also  born  upon 
the  same  farm,  and  throughout  life  successfully 
engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits.  He  was  a  good 
sized  man,  being  five  feet,  eleven  inches  in  height 
and  weighing  165  pounds.     Being  one  of  the  lead- 
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ing  and  influential  citizens  of  his  community,  he 
was  called  upon  to  serve  his  fellow  citizens  as  se- 
lectman of  Hamden,  and  member  of  the  Legislature. 
In  religious  faith  he  was  an  Episcopalian  and  a 
niember  of  the  church  of  that  denomination  in  Ham- 
den. He  died  at  the  age  of  sixty-six  years,  and 
his  wife  at  the  age  of  fifty-five.  In  their  family 
were  three  children,  namely :  Eunice,  deceased 
wife  of  James  T.  ]\Iix,  of  New  Haven;  Cornelia, 
who  died  at  about  the  age  of  sixty  years ;  and 
Jared  A.,  cur  subject. 

Upon  the  home  farm  Jared  A.  Bassett  early  be- 
came familiar  with  all  the  duties  which  fall  to  the   i 
lot  of  the  agriculturist,  and  his  literary  education 
was  obtained  in  the  common  schools  of  Hamderi 
and  Everest's  private  school  of  Centerville.    He  as- 
sisted in  the  operation  of  the  farm  until  his  father's   ; 
death,  and  then  took  complete  charge  of  the  same,   j 
He  engaged  in  general  farming  and  the  dairy  busi-   j 
ness,   and   in    his   labors    met  with   well-deserved  j 
success.  I 

Mr.  Bassett  was  married,  Feb.  26,  1862,  to  Aliss 
Elizabeth  A.  Percy,  of  Watertown,  Conn.,  and  to 
them  was  born  a  daughter,  Annie  E.,  who  died  at 
the  age  of  twenty-one  years.  The  Democratic  party 
always  found  in  !Mr.  Bassett  a  stanch  supporter  of 
its  principles,  and  as  a  citizen  he  was  ever  ready 
to  discharge  any  duty  that  devolved  upon  him. 

LYMAN  A.  GRANNISS,  a  well-known  and 
reliable  contractor  and  builder  at  No.  116  Franklin 
street,  New  Haven,  was  born  in  the  house  where 
he  now  lives  in  East  Haven.  !March  3,  1837,  a  son 
of  Joseph  Granniss,  who  was  also  born  in  East 
Haven,  as  was  also  his  father,  Samuel.  The  latter 
was  probably  a  farmer,  and  died  at  a  great  age. 

Joseph  Granniss  was  one  of  a  number  of  chil- 
dren, and  was  reared  on  a  farm.     His  life  was  de- 
voted to  the  cultivation  of  the  soil,  though  for  a 
number  of  years   he   was   largely   engaged   in   the 
oyster  business,  carrying  oysters  from  New  Haven 
to  Albany,  N.  Y.,  by  team,  and  later  from  Bridge- 
port to  the  same  destination  bv  boat.     He  lived  in 
East  Haven  all  his  life,  and  died  there  at  the  ad- 
vanced age  of  eighty-five  years.     His  wife,  Louisa   j 
Luddington,  was  born  in  East  Haven,  a  daughter  \ 
of  one  of  the  old  families  of  that  section.     She  be-   | 
came  the  mother  of  thirteen  children,  of  whom  three  i 
only  are  living:     Daniel  H.,  ColLs  B.  and  Lyman   1 
A.,  all  of  whom  are  now  residing  in  New  Haven. 
Mrs.  Granniss  died  at  the  age  of  sixty-five  years. 
Both  she  and  her  husband  belonged  to  the  Con-   | 
ffregational  Church.     Politically  he  was  a  Repub-   ! 
lican.  '  j 

Lyman  A.  Granniss  spent  his  early  years  at  : 
home,  where  he  had  his  education  in  the  local 
schools.  After  the  demise  of  his  father,  he  bought  ! 
out  the  other  heirs,  and  still  owns  the  old  home- 
stead. Under  his  energetic  management  the  farm  is 
w^ell  cultivated,  and  produces  fine  crops.  About 
1880  Mr.  Granniss  began  a  contract  business,  very   i 


largely  in  street  work,  laying  macadam,  setting^ 
telegraph  poles,  and  doing  similar  work,  in  company 
with  E.  J.  Upson.  In  i8go  he  took  up  the  ice  busi- 
ness, and  for  ten  years  did  both  a  large  wholesale 
and  retail  business.  He  has  been  a  director  of  the 
Hygienic  Ice  Co.  since  its  organization,  and  he  is 
also  interested  in  the  Swift  Beef  Co.,  of  New  Haven 
and  Chicago. 

Mr.  Granniss  was  married,  in  April,  1862,  to 
Antoinette  Thompson,  a  native  of  East  Haven,  and 
a  daughter  of  Elizer  Thompson,  for  years  the  keeper 
of  the  New  Haven  Light  House,  and  previous  to 
that  a  groceryman.  Mrs.  Granniss  was  one  of  a 
family  of  nine  children,  and  is  herself  the  mother 
of  two  children,  both  of  whom  are  dead.  Mr. 
Granniss  is  a  Republican,  and  was  elected  first  se- 
lectman in  1868,  a  position  he  held  until  1875,  hav- 
ing been  chosen  to  this  on  several  subsequent  oc- 
casions. In  the  General  Assembly  of  1871  he  held 
a  seat  with  credit.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Granniss  attend 
the  Old  Street  Congregational  Church  of  East 
Haven. 


JOHN  PINNEY  PHELPS,  until  the  spring  of 
1901,  was  one  of  Hamden's  worthy  citizens  and 
prominent  dairy  farmers.  He  was  born  in  the  town 
of  Winchester.  Conn..  Dec.  24,  1834,  and  is  de- 
scended from  one  of  the  old  and  honored  families 
of  New  England.  His  father,  Ralzemon  Phelps, 
was  a  native  of  West  Granville,  INIass.,  and  a  son 
of  John  and  Betsey  (Bingham)  Phelps,  both  of 
whom  were  born  in  Enfield,  Conn.,  and  at  an  early 
day  removed  from  West  Granville,  !\Iass..  to  Ohio, 
locating  in  Granville,  Licking  county,  where  they 
spent  their  remaining  days.  The  father  of  our  sub- 
ject was  but  two  years  old  on  the  removal  of  the 
family  to  Ohio,  and  in  Granville  he  grew-  to  man- 
hood and  learned  the  carpenter's  and  joiner's  trade. 
On  attaining  his  majority  he  returned  East  and 
toak  up  his  residence  in  Golebrook,  Litchfield  Co., 
Conn.,  and  after  his  marriage  he  located  in  the 
towm  of  W'inchester,  Conn.,  where  he  continued  to 
make  his  home  throughout  life.  There  he  followed 
his  trade  and  also  conducted  a  hotel  and  store  with 
marked  success,  and  became  the  owner  of  prop- 
erty in  that  town.  In  his  religious  views  he  was  a 
Universalist,  and  in  political  sentiment  was  a  Dem- 
ocrat. He  married  Miss  Emma  Pinnev.  daughter 
of  Asaph  Pinney,  and  to  them  were  born  two  chil- 
dren :  Emeret  E.,  who  died  at  the  age  of  twelve 
years;  and  John  P.,  our  subject.  Both  parents  died 
in  Winchester,  and  were  laid  to  rest  in  the  cemetery 
at  Golebrook,  Connecticut. 

John  P.  Phelps  received  his  education  in  the 
district  schools  of  his  native  town,  and  began  his 
business  career  as  an  employe  in  the  factory  nf  the 
Winsted  Auger  Co.,  of  Winsted.  Conn.,  where  he 
remained  until  1861.  After  the  death  of  his  father 
he  located  on  the  home  farm,  and  engaged  in  its 
cultivation  until  18S5.  when  he  came  to  the  town  of 
Hamden,   New   Haven  county,   where   until  April, 
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1901,  he  was  extensively  ensjaged  in  general  farm- 
ing, dairying  and  stock  raising,  owning  and  operat- 
ing a  fine  farm  of  eighty-seven  acres,  which  he 
placed  under  a  high  state  of  cultivation.  When  he 
left  the  farm  in  1901  he  moved  to  Centerville,  and 
is  now  living  retired. 

On  Nov.  21,  1854,  in  Hamden.  Mr.  Phelps  was 
united  in  marriage  with  3iliss  Xancy  Gorham,  a 
native  of  that  town  and  a  daughter  of  William  and 
Lucretia  ( Dorman )  Gorham.  For  the  past  thirtv 
years  she  has  been  an  invalid,  having  lost  the  use 
of  her  limbs  by  locomotor  ataxia,  but  she  bears 
her  suffering  with  great  patience.  Mr.  and  Mr.s. 
Phelps  had  two  children:  (i)  Cora  E.,  born  Dec. 
21,  1857,  was  married  on  Jan.  6,  1876,  to  Luther 
C.  Phelps,  and  they  have  one  child,  Emma  Pinnev, 
born  June  3,  1888.  Luther  C.  Phelps  died  Jan.  23, 
1890,  and  his  widow  now  lives  at  home  with  her 
parents.  (2)  Charles  J.,  the  younger  child  of  our 
subject,  was  born  Xov.  5,  1875,  and  died  the  same 
month. 

Mr.  Phelps  is  a  supporter  of  the  Democratic 
party,  and  has  served  as  a  member  of  the  board  of 
relief  and  as  justice  of  the  peace.  He  is  a.  broad- 
minded  man  and  liberal  in  his  religious  views,  and 
he  attends  the  Episcopal  Church.  Fraternally  he 
is  a  member  of  Hamden  Grange,  and  he  gives  an 
earnest  support  to  every  enterprise  which  he  be- 
lieves calculated  to  advance  the  moral,  intellectual 
or  material  welfare  of  his  town  and  county.  He  is 
therefore  numbered  among  the  useful  and  valued 
citizens,  and  is  well  and  favorably  known. 

THEODORE  BRISTOL,  a  well-known  busi- 
ness man  of  Milford,  Xew  Haven  county,  was  born 
in  that  town  Feb.  18,  1837,  son  of  Johnson  and 
Elizabeth  (Davidson)  Bristol.  His  familv  has  been 
identified  with  Aldford  from  an  early  date,  his 
grandfather,  Jehial  Bristol,  who  attained  the  ad- 
vanced age  of  ninety-four  years,  having  been  a 
farmer  and  shoemaker  there.  This  worthy  pioneer 
married  Miss  Martha  Beecher,  a  native  of  Orange, 
New  Haven  Co.,  Conn.,  for  his  first  wife,  and  they 
had  children  as  follows :  Miranda,  who  married 
John  Welch,  of  Milford:  Clarinda,  who  died  in 
childhood ;  Willis,  who  conducted  a  wholesale  and 
retail  shoe  business  in  Xew  Haven  until  his  death, 
and  was  a  prominent  man  in  local  politics  as  a 
member  of  the  \^  hig  and  Republican  parties ;  John- 
son, our  subject's  father;  and  Martha  C,  who  mar- 
ried William  Thomas,  of  Fair  Haven,  an  oyster 
dealer.  By  his  second  wife,  Flavid.  daughter  of 
Dr.  Austin,  also  of  Milford.  Jehial  Bristol  had  two 
children :  Hiram,  a  shoemaker  by  trade,  who  died 
in  New  Haven :  and  Lucia,  who  married  Samuel 
Sanford,  son  of  Capt.  William  Sanford,  of  Milford. 

Johnson  Bristol,  our  subject's  father,  was  born 
in  Milford  Xov.  19,  1807,  and  died  Dec.  16,  1891. 
For  thirty  years  he  conducted  a  grocery  business 
in  Milford,  but  his  last  yea'-s  were  spent  in  retire- 
ment.   Politically  he  was  a  Democrat,  and  as  a  citi- 


zen was  held  in  high  esteem  by  his  fellow  towns- 
men, flis  wife,  Elizabeth  (Davidson),  who  died  in 
Milford  July  10,  1893,  was  a  native  of  Milford.  and 
daughter  of  Richard  T.  Davidson,  a  carpenter,  wiio 
lived  to  the  age  of  ninety-four  years.  Of  their  nine 
children,  the  eldest,  Henry,  is  a  grocer  in  Milford; 
the  second  and  third  died  in  infancy;  Jane  married 
Monson  Hinman,  of  Bridgeport,  Conn.;  Theodore, 
our  subject,  is  mentioned  more  fully  below;  Har- 
riet died  at  the  age  of  sixteen  years;  Charles  is 
in  the  employ  of  our  subject;  Elizabeth  married 
Edward  Burleigh,  of  Milford;  and  Edson  is  a 
farmer  in  Milford. 

Theodore  Bristol  was  reared  in  Milford.  and  for 
twenty-three  years  was  employed  by  X\  A.  Bald- 
win, a  straw  hat  manufacturer  in  that  town,  but  in 
1872  he  purchased  his  present  livery  business,  in 
which  he  has  met  with  decided  success.  He  attends 
Plymouth  Congregational  Church,  and  is  an  active 
member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity,  while  politicallv 
he  affiliates  with  the  Democratic  party.  ]Mr.  Bristol 
married  for  his  first  wife  Caroline  A.  Merwin. 
daughter  of  Mark  Merwin,  of  Milford ;  at  her  death 
she  left  one  child,  Julia  E.,  now  the  wife  of  Walter 
M.  Irving,  contractor  and  builder,  of  Milford.  By 
his  second  wife,  Rachel  C.  Wright,  of  Clinton, 
Conn.,  Mr.  Bristol  has  had  two  children :  Grace 
L.,  who  married  George  R.  Clarke,  a  meat  dealer 
in  Milford;  and  Royal  M.,  who  died  at  the  age  of 
six  years. 

FRANK  BRAZOS  has  carried  on  a  thriving 
business  as  a  contractor  in  Xew  Haven  for  the 
past  six  years,  and  his  success  has  been  commen- 
surate to  that  enjoyed  by  the  other  members  of  this 
well  known  family. 

Antoine  Brazos,  his  father,  the  senior  member 
and  founder  of  the  firm  of  Brazos  &  Sons,  Aliddle- 
town,  is  probably  one  of  the  best  examples  of  a 
self-made  man  that  Middletown  can  present  at  the 
present  time.  When  all  the  circumstances  of  his 
history  are  considered,  his  early  life  and  lack  of  ed- 
ucational advantages,  and  his  beginning  life  afresh 
in  a  new  country,  it  is  doubtful  if  a  parallel  case 
can  be  found  in  all  Connecticut.  A  man's  success 
in  life  ought  not  to  be  determined  by  the  heights 
to  which  he  has  climbed,  but  by  the  depths  from 
which  he  arose. 

Mr.  Brazos  was  born  at  Pico,  Azore  Islands, 
Aug.  15,  1826.  His  parents,  Joseph  and  Rosa 
Brazos,  were  both  natives  of  the  Islands,  and  his 
father  was  a  farmer.  It  was  in  that  far  awav  cor- 
ner of  the  earth  that  Antoine  spent  the  first  nine- 
teen years  of  his  life.  Instead  of  common  schools 
for  all  the  people,  as  is  the  rule  in  this  country,  he 
had  never  seen  an  institution  of  that  character  until 
he  came  to  the  United  States.  His  education  has 
been  gained  entirely  in  the  great  school  of  experi- 
ence. When  nineteen  years  of  age  Mr.  Brazos  came 
to  the  L'nited  States,  where  his  brother  had  already 
preceded  him,  and  had  attained  a  good  position  as 
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niate  of  the  schooner  "Smith  D.  Bellows,"  plying 
between  the  Connecticut  river  and  the  coast  points. 
Antoine  made  the  voyage  across  the  ocean  on  the 
bark  "Azorc,"  bound  for  Boston.  He  landed  in  that 
city,  expecting  to  find  his  brother  Manuel.  A  ship- 
wreck delayed  his  arrival,  and  Antoine  was  a  strang- 
er in  the  city,  not  able  to  speak  one  work  of  English. 
His  predicament  was  anything  but  pleasant.  He  se- 
cured work,  however,  on  a  vessel,  and  began  a  ca- 
reer as  a  sailor  which  lasted  some  seven  or  eight 
years,  and  was  an  eventful  period  in  his  history.  He 
had  many  narrow  escapes,  and  more  than  once 
was  saved  with  but  a  few  of  the  crew.  One  ship 
on  which  he  was  a  sailor  was  wrecked  on  the  ex- 
treme lower  coast  of  Florida,  and  lie  with  two  com- 
panions were  all  that  escaped  death  out  of  a  crew 
of  twelve  men.  At  another  time  his  ship  was  blown 
far  out  to  sea,  and  badly  damaged,  and  for  seven 
weeks  the  crew  were  without  food,  and  suffered 
greatly  from  lack  of  water. 

Commtmication  with  his  brother  Manuel  hacl 
long  been  established,  and  that  gentleman  finallv 
persuaded  his  brother  to  give  up  a  sea-faring  life 
and  come  to  Middletown.  Manuel  Brazos  was  one 
■of  the  founders  of  the  Hartford  and  Xew  York 
Transportation  Co.,  and  was  its  general  manager 
for  a  number  of  years.  He  died  in  Hartford. 
Frank  Brazos,  another  older  brother  of  Antoine,  also 
came  to  the  United  States,  and  died  in  Hartford 
when  about  foi"ty  years  old. 

Mr.  Brazos  began  business  in  Middletown  in 
1854,  and  his  beginning  was  a  verv  modest  one. 
He  bought  out  Philo  Clark  in  a  stevedore  business, 
and  had  three  horses  as  his  principal  working  force. 
In  1872  his  business  had  so  increased  that  he  re- 
solved to  make  still  farther  extension  and  took  all 
l<inds  of  contracting,  such  as  raising  simken  ves- 
sels, general  trucking,  railroad  building  and  sewer 
construction,  not  only  in  Middletown,  but  anywhere 
in  the  United  States.  He  gave  up  the  stevedore 
business  a  number  of  vears  ago,  and  as  his  sons 
"became  old  enough  he  took  them  into  business.  At 
the  present  time  the  firm  of  Brazos  &  Sons  is  com- 
posed of  the  father  and  five  sons,  Joseph,  Manuel 
A.,  Louis,  John  and  George.  Brazos  &  Sons  have 
a  department  in  their  business  devoted  to  ice  in 
Middletown,  which  reqtiires  six  wagons  in  season. 
In  Middletown  they  have  constructed  twenty-seven 
bouses  from  start  to  finish,  a  magnificent  record  for 
the  firm.  Many  thousands  of  dollars  have  passed 
through  their  hands  as  wages  for  their  employes. 
At  the  present  time  their  pay  roll  is  about  $3,000 
a  month.  The  senior  member  of  the  firm  has  been 
particularly  fortunate  in  the  ability  possessed  by  all 
"his  sons,  and  their  devotion  to  the  business. 

Antoine  Brazos  was  married,  in  1855.  to  Miss 
A.nn  Neale,  a  native  of  Coimty  Carlow,  Ireland,  and 
a  daughter  of  James  Xeale.  They  are  the  parents 
•of  a  numerous  famil\  :  Eunice  J.  married  W.  \\". 
Hulse,  a  real  estate  man  of  Amityville,  Long  Isl- 
-■and.     Julia    A.    graduated     from   Wesleyan    Uni- 


versity, and  is  now  a  teacher  in  the  Middletown 
high  school.  Joseph  is  a  member  of  the  firm  men- 
tioned above.  Mary  is  a  teacher  in  Middletown, 
where  she  was  educated  in  the  high  school.  Frank 
is  our  subject.  Manuel  A.  is  a  member  of  the  firm. 
Annie  E.  is  a  trained  nurse  at  Hartford.  Alice  R. 
graduated  from  the  Middletown  high  school  in  1889. 
Louis  belongs  to  the  firm  as  do  also  John  and 
George.  Mr.  Brazos  has  a  beautiful  home  at  the 
corner  of  High  and  Loveland  streets,  which  was 
built  in  1890.  He  is  a  Republican  politically,  and 
lie  attends  the  Episcopal  Cliurcli. 

Frank  Brazos  was  born  in  Middletown  April  8, 
1864,  and  spent  his  early  years  in  his  native  tov^'n, 
where  be  received  his  education.  At  the  age  of 
eleven  years  he  began  working  for  his  father.  For 
five  years  he  was  with  the  Chichester  estate,  in  the 
real  estate  business  in  Xew  York  City.  He  then 
became  a  member  of  the  firm  of  Brazos  &  Sonf, 
and  so  continued  until  May,  1895.  since  which  time 
he  has  engaged  in  general  contracting  business,  in- 
dependently. He  enjoys  a  large  patronage,  employ- 
ing an  average  force  of  one  hundred  men.  He  has 
resided  in  Xew  Haven  for  seventeen  years.  Mr. 
Brazos  is  a  Republican  politically,  and  a  member  of 
the  Union  League  and  the  Young  Men's  Republican 
Clubs.  He  was  married,  in  Xew  Haven,  to  Miss 
Ida  Englehart.  of  that  city,  and  they  reside  at  Xo. 
I  808  Elm  street,  where  he  built  a  home  in  1894. 

I  PORTER  GAY  .vxd  HEXRY  ADELBERT 
!  HULL,  worthy  representatives  of  an  old  and  hon- 
!  orable  Xew  England  faniilw  are  great-grandsons 
!  of  Benjamin  Hull. 

i  Benjamin    Hull    was   born   about    1725.   was    a 

i  farmer  by  occupation,  and  resided  on  the  old  Hull 
I  homestead,  which  lies  about  one-eighth  of  a  mile 
!  southwest  of  the  present  home.  It  is  related  that  the 
said  Benjamin  and  a  son  were  one  day  at  work  in 
t  the  fields,  during  the  Revolutionary  war.  when  three 
British  soldiers  came  by  on  horseback,  and  that 
they  captured  both  Benjamin  and  his  son,  who  were 
never  seen  or  heard  of  again.  Benjamin  Hull  mar- 
ried Amy  Hill,  who  was  born  July  6.  1726,  and 
died  Dec.  i,  1826.  The  fourth  son  in  their  family 
of  seven  children  was  Benjamin,  who  married  Han- 
nah Humiston.  the  records  telling  of  her  baptism 
in  St.  John's  Church  in  1781.  and  of  her  death  in 
1845.  Benjamin  Hull  was  a  farmer,  and  passed 
his  life  on  the  homestead.  He  left  a  family  of  nine 
children,  the  seventh  being  Jarvis.  father  of  the 
gentleman  whose  name  opens  this  article. 

Jarvis  Hull  was  born  June  15,  1800,  on  the 
home  farm,  and  had  only  the  limited  educational 
advantages  obtained  in  the  primitive  schools  of  the 
locality.  Selecting  the  trade  of  shoemaker,  he  soon 
became  an  e.xpert,  and,  as  the  custom  was  in  those 
days,  would  go  with  his  bag  of  tools  from  house 
to  house,  remaining  until  the  whole  family  had  been 
shod.  Later  he  established  a  shop  on  his  own  farm, 
engaging  in  cultivating  his  land  during  the  sum- 
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mers  and  in  the  winter  time  attendinof  to  his  shoe- 
making.  One  of  his  specialties  was  the  making  of 
wedding  gear,  and  he  successfully  manufactured 
neat  and  dressy  boots  and  shoes  from  leather,  gain- 
ing considerable  reputation  in  the  vicinity.  Mr. 
Hull  died  June  25,  1872,  and  was  buried  in  North 
Haven.  In  politics  he  had  always  been  a  standi 
Democrat.  He  reared  his  whole  family  in  the  faith 
of  the  Epi.scopal  Church.  Mr.  Hull  married  Eliza 
Gay,  who  was  born  in  1809,  in  Meredith,  Delaware 
Co.,  N.  Y.,  daughter  of  Lucian  Gay,  a  farmer  there. 
She  died  April  8,  1874,  a  member  of  the  Episcopal 
Church.  The  children  born  to  this  union  were : 
Julia  A.  is  the  widow  of  Charles  Hine,  and  now  re- 
sides in  Northford;  Porter  Gay  is  mentioned  be- 
low ;  Jane  E.  married  Smith  Tyler ;  Celia  E.  mar- 
ried Jasper  E.  Higbie,  of  Meriden.  and  both  are 
deceased;  Henry  Adelbert  is  mentioned  below;  and 
Harriet  A.  resides  in  North  Haven. 

Porter  Gay  Hull  was  born  Sept.  5,  1832,  and 
enjoyed  the  educational  advantages  of  the  district 
schools.  While  still  a  young  man  he  engaged  in 
business  with  his  uncle,  Orrin  Hull,  at  City  Point, 
at  which  time  City  Point  had  but  three  houses  from 
the  Bridge  down  to  the  Sound.  Ten  years  later  he 
returned  to  North  Haven  and  was  employed  by 
Sharon  Bassett.  who  had  a  shop  on  the  farm  now 
owned  by  George  Alorgan,  where  he  engaged  in  the 
making  of  wagon  bolts,  by  horse  power.  After 
two  years  at  this  place  Mr.  Hull  removed  to  Bir- 
mingham, Mr.  Bassett  changing  his  location  to  that 
place,  and  continued  with  him  in  the  same  business. 
An  opportunity  ottering,  he  left  Mr.  Bassett  to  enter 
upon  the  trade  of  machinist  with  the  Hamden  Iron 
Co.,  one  year  later  going  to  Waterbury,  Conn. 
There  he  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  cotton  gins, 
but  his  career  here  was  interrupted,  the  company 
going  out  of  business,  and  he  was  then  employed  by 
Blake  Bros.,  of  Westville.  manufacturers  of  hard- 
ware, with  whom  he  remained  eight  years.  He  was 
thus  employed  wlien  Fort  Sumter  was  fired  upon, 
the  works  closing  down  on  that  day.  By  this  time 
Mr.  Hull  was  a  skilled  mechanic,  and  easily  secured 
employment  with  Eli  Whitney,  of  Whitneyville, 
with  whom  he  remained  some  four  years,  in  the 
manufacture  of  guns,  pistols  and  other  fire  arms 
for  which  there  was  great  demand  on  account  of 
the  progress  of  the  Civil  war.  While  engaged  in 
these'  works  he  was  called  upon  to  assist  in  guard- 
ing the  factory,  as  fears  were  entertained  that  at- 
tempt might  be  made  to  burn  or  loot  it.  Leaving 
this  factory,  'Sir.  Hull  went  to  New  Haven,  where 
he  accepted  a  position  in  the  restaurant  and  ice 
cream  parlors  of  C.  F.  Lockland  (who  was  lo- 
cated where  Hemblein  &  Co.  now  are),  remaining 
there  until  1864,  when  he  became  head  clerk  for 
the  "Tontine  Hotel."  This  situation  he  held  effici- 
ently for  the  following  twenty-seven  years,  retiring 
in  May.  1897. 

In    1897   Sir.   Hull   came  to   his  present  home, 
the   people   of    the   "Tontine"    regretting    his    de- 


parture, as  he  had  been  a  very  popular  adjunct  of 
the  house.  The  traveling  public  have  many  pleasant 
recollections  of  Mr.  Hull,  whose  genial  personality 
made  him  admirably  qualified  for  the  position  he 
filled.  His  present  residence  is  a  comfortable  one, 
his  busy  life  having  earned  him  a  competency.  Po- 
litically Mr.  Hull  is  a  Republican,  although  all  the 
other  members  of  his  family  are  Democrats.  So- 
cially he  is  connected  with  Hiram  Lodge,  No.  36, 
I.  d.  O.  P.,  and  Franklin  Chapter,  No.  2,  R.  A. 
M.,  all  of  New  Haven. 

Henry  Adelbert  Hull  was  born  Nov.  16,  1844, 
and  attended  the  district  schools,  returning  to  agri- 
cultural work  after  his  school  days  were  ended,  part 
of  the  time  on  the  home  farm,  the  remainder  on 
farms  in  the  vicinity.  L'ntil  he  purchased  his  pres- 
ent farm  of  sixty-five  acres  he  remained  on  the 
home  place,  and  is  now  engaged  in  the  successful 
operation  of  his  own  estate.  As  an  active  member 
of  the  Democratic  party  he  has  been  called  upon  to 
hold  many  of  the  local  offices,  and  is  socially  con- 
nected with  the  New  Haven  Grange,  and  Quinnipiac 
Lodge,  No.  62,  O.  U.  A.  M.  He  is  a  member  of 
North  Haven  Co-operative  Feed  Co..  an  organiza- 
tion of  the  substantial  men  of  this  locality.  Both 
the  Hull  brothers  are  among  the  representative  citi- 
zens of  North  Haven. 

JAMES  M.  EMERSON,  who  for  the  past  quar- 
ter of  a  century,  has  been  editor  and  proprietor  of 
the  Ansonia  Sentinel,  the  first  newspaper  of  that 
place,  is  a  native  of  Maryland.  His  birth  occurred 
in  December,  1843,  '"  Denton,  the  county  seat  of 
Caroline  county,  that  State.  His  earlv  education 
was  received  at  the  public  schools  of  that  town,  and 
at  the  age  of  fourteen  he  became  a  student  in  the 
preparatory  department  of  Washington  College, 
Chestertown,  Md.,  from  which  he  was  graduated 
four  years  later,  taking  the  second  honors  of  his 
class. 

Mr.  Emerson's  active  career  as  a  newspaper  man 
began  not  long  after  he  attained  his  majority,  when 
he  succeeded  his  father,  John  H.  Emerson  (now 
deceased),  in  the  publication  of  the  American 
Union,  the  Republican  organ  of  Caroline  countv. 
He  remained  in  charge  of  this  paper  as  editor  un- 
til July,  1871,  when  he  accepted  a  call  to  the  ed- 
itorial staff  of  the  Wilmington  (Del.)  Daily  Com- 
mercial. He  sustained  this  relation  until  his  re- 
moval to  Ansonia,  in  August,  1876.  In  July  of 
that  year  he  and  W.  H.  Cramer  (who  came  from 
Wilmington)  purchased  the  Sentinel  from  Rev.  Ed- 
ward SI.  Jerome,  the  senior  member  of  the  firm  of 
Jerome  &  Carpenter,  by  whom  the  journal  was 
founded  in  November,  1871.  When  Mr.  Carpenter 
withdrew  Mr.  Jerome  engaged  as  foreman  F.  M. 
Rider,  until  recently  business  manager  of  the  New 
Haven  Leader.  After  a  couple  of  years  Mr.  Cramer 
sold  out  to  Mr.  Emerson  and  returned  to  Wilming- 
ton, and  the  latter  has  since  been  sole  proprietor. 

The  Sentinel  has  risen   10  its  present  prestige 
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from  Ininible  beginnings.  The  first  office  was  on 
the  main  floor  of  the  Gardner  block  (opposite  the 
post-office),  where  a  space  16x40  feet  in  dimensions 
was  fenced  otT  for  its  use.  W'lien  Mr.  Emerson 
took  charge  there  were  but  935  subscribers,  and  the 
outlook  at  first  was  none  too  encouraging,  for, 
while  he  lost  no  ground,  he  apparently  gained  none. 
But  when  the  growth  set  in  it  proved  strong  and 
steady.  The  job  department  had  considerable  busi- 
ness, and  in  1879,  when  Mr.  Gardner  built  a  large 
addition  to  his  factory,  the  Sentinel  sought  better 
accommodations  in  the  new  portion  of  the  build- 
ing. From  this  time  the  business  of  the  paper  be- 
gan to  increase.  Xew  machinery  was  introduced, 
and  the  second  storv  of  a  small  frame  building 
which  stood  on  tiie  present  site  of  the  Y.  M.  C.  A. 
building,  was  used  for  a  composition  room.  In 
1881  Mr.  Emerson,  feeling  himself  justified  in  se- 
curing a  permanent  location,  bought  the  present 
site  of  the  Sentinel  building,  of  the  W.  &  L.  Hotch- 
kiss  Co.  He  erected  a  three-story  building,  the 
presses  being  established  on  the  lower  floor,  and  the 
composing  room,  etc.,  on  the  upper  story.  The  sec- 
ond story  was  for  a  time  rented  out  for  offices,  but 
one  after  another  was  found  necessary  as  the  Sen- 
tinel continued  to  grow,  until  the  entire  building 
was  needed  to  carry  on  the  business  of  the  paper. 
Another  story  was  finally  added,  where,  to  the  pres- 
ent, the  composition  and  job  work  have  been  car- 
ried on.  When  the  linotype  machines  were  put  in 
and  new  floor  space  was  required,  the  top  floor  of 
the  building  next  door  was  leased,  for  editorial  pur- 
poses. Then  the  sidewalk  at  the  north  end  of  the 
building  was  dug  out  to  give  storage  room  for  the 
paper,  which  is  received  by  the  car-load,  and  thus 
every  foot  of  available  space  has  been  utilized. 
Further  extension  will  require  a  new  site,  which 
would  have  been  selected  long  ago,  had  any  suitable 
location  been  found. 

On  Jan.  i,  1884,  appeared  the  first  issue  of  the 
Evening  Sentinel,  and  the  paper  has  been  published 
daily  ever  since.  But  600  copies  of  the  daily  were 
sold  at  first,  and  the  subscription  list  remained  sta- 
tionary for  some  time,  but  various  local  circum- 
stances combined  to  demonstrate  its  importance  to 
the  public,  and,  as  before,  the  progress  made  has 
been  sure  and  substantial.  The  patronage  has  in- 
creased until  the  present  ratio  is  one  subscription 
for  every  six  inhabitants  in  the  field  it  covers — a 
record  unequalled  by  any  paper  in  the  State.  There 
is  no  doubt  that  this  happy  condition  of  aftairs  is 
due  for  the  most  part  to  Mr.  Emerson's  public  spirit, 
which  he  lias  shown  in  numerous  ways  since  his  set- 
tlement in  Ansonia.  It  is  an  undisputed  fact  that 
the  Sentinel  as  a  business  enterprise  ranks  as  ot 
first  importance  in  Ansonia,  the  mere  statement  that 
$20,000  is  paid  annually,  all  in  the  locality,  for  work 
on  the  paper  and  in  the  job  printing  department, 
carrying  some  idea  of  its  commercial  value.  The 
business  has  not  lacked  rivals,  but  they  have  come 
and  gone   without  appreciable  eft'ect  on  its  popu- 


larity or  influence,  except,  perhaps,  the  healthv 
stimulus  of  opposition.  The  Xew  Haven  papers 
at  one  time  enjoyed  a  large  circulation  in  the  vallcv. 
and  it  was  the  need  of  a  local  daily  thus  plainly 
demonstrated  that  Mr.  Emerson  attempted  t(j  fill 
when  he  made  the  important  change  in  1884,  thus 
bringing  to  Ansonia  a  revenue  and  an  industrv  that 
were  rapidly  being  monopolized  by  outsiders.  The 
name  was  changed  to  the  Ansonia  Sentinel  when 
the  borough  was  made  a  town  by  action  of  the 
Legislature  in  Mav,  1888. 

The  mechanical  outfit  of  the  Sentinel  is  worthy 
of  special  mention.  .\  Potter  drum  cylinder  press, 
a  small  Gordon  jobber  and  type  enough  for  im- 
mediate needs  were  all  the  office  boasted  when  the 
business  was  started.  At  the  present  dav  there  is 
hardly  a  city  of  the  size  of  Ansonia  which  has  a 
newspaper  etiuipment  so  uj)  to  date  and  complete. 
The  setting  of  type  by  hand  was  discontinued  sev- 
eral years  ago,  and  three  Mergenthaler  linotype 
machines  installed.  These  have  since  been  increased 
to  five.  Xew  presses  have  been  purchased  from 
time  to  time,  each  an  improvement  on  its  predeces- 
sor, and  the  Hoe  two-deck  Straight-Line  Rotary 
now  in  use  has  a  capacity  of  20,000  4  or  8-page  pa- 
pers, or  10,000  10,  12  or  16-page  papers  per  hour. 
The  facilities  for  obtaining  news  are  on  a  par  with 
the  equipment.  The  Sentinel  is  served  by  the  As- 
sociated Press,  and  receives  the  news  direct  in  the 
editorial  rooms  by  private  wire. 

AXDREW  EOOTE  AUSTIX  is  one  of  the  best 
known  and  most  influential  citizens  of  Xorth  Ha- 
ven, his  public  life  having  covered  many  years. 
His  family  ranked  among  the  oldest  settlers  in  the 
State.  John  Austin  married  Prudence  Roys,  and 
testified  to  the  birth  of  their  son,  Joshua,  in  Walling- 
ford.  Conn.,  in  1708.  Joshua  Austin  married 
Mercy  Hall,  and  tlieir  son,  Abner,  was  born  in 
W'allingford  Xov.  17,  1734.  Abner  Austin  married 
Ann  Beers,  and  their  son,  Joseph,  became  the  grand- 
father of  the  subject  of  this  review. 

Joseph  Austin  followed  agricultural  pursuits  in 
W'allingford,  where  he  married  Bethia  Page.  They 
had  three  sons.  Abner,  Caleb  and  Joseph.  He  died 
in  Xorth  Haven. 

Joseph  Austin  was  born  April  23,  1803,  and  in 
1825  came  to  Xorth  Haven,  locating  on  the  land 
now  owned  and  occupied  by  his  son,  following  the 
occupation  of  farming  and  butchering  until  his- 
death,  which  occurred  Oct.  14,  1854.  He  married 
Celia,  daughter  of  Rufus  and  Elizabeth  (Harrison) 
Foote ;  the  three  children  born  to  this  union  were : 
Andrew  Foote;  Abner  E.,  who  married  Ruth  i^'. 
Coe,  and  after  her  death  wedded  Mary  Gilbert ; 
Charles  R.,  who  died  in  August,  1851. 

Andrew  F.  Austin  was  born  March  26,  1834,  on 
the  farm  he  now  owns.  His  primary  education  was 
received  in  the  district  schools,  and  was  supple- 
mented in  the  State  Xormal  School,  his  natural  abil- 
ity placing  him  in  the  rank  of  teachers  when  but 
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eighteen  years  old.  For  fifteen  years  he  was  en- 
gaged in  teaching  in  the  winters  and  farming  in  the 
summers.  W'iien  he  reached  his  twcnt\-fifth  year 
he  was  appointed  a  justice  of  tlie  peace,  which  po- 
sition he  lias  held  for  fortv-three  years,  being  a 
trial  justice,  and  still  holds  the  office.  His  decisions 
are  of  such  an  impartial  character,  and  show  so 
much  wisdom,  that  his  fellow  citizens  have  been 
justified  in  reposing  their  confidence  in  him  for  so 
long  a  period.  ]Mr.  Austin  has  heUI  for  many  years 
the  office  of  school' visitor,  the  duties  of  which  lie 
i  has  faithfull\-  performed.  In  1880  he  was  made 
'  census  enumerator,  in  the  taking  of  the  tenth  cen- 
sus of  the  I02d  district,  which  then  included  his 
■  native  town.  In  1882  he  had  the  honor  of  repre- 
senting his  town  in  the  Legislature,  serving  on  the 
committee  on  Claims.  In  1862  he  was  made  a  se- 
lectman, and  served  for  fourteen  years  in  that  ca- 
[  pacity  as  town  agent.  For  many  years  he  was  a 
'  trusted  and  valued  employe  of  the  Marvin  Safe 
'Co.,  of  Xew  York,  and  traveled  in  the  sale  of 
Ijurglar  proof  safes,  severing  this  connection  when 
the  company  entered  the  combine :  he  was  similarly 
■engaged  with  the  firm  of  Bradlev  &  Co..  of  Syra- 
cuse, N.  Y.,  leaving  them  onlv  when  the  firm  went 
out  of  business. 

Although  the  owner  of  a  fine  farm.  Mr.  Austin 
•does  little  farming  himself,  his  time  being  occupied 
with  his  business  in  the  community,  and  with  that 
of  the  Mutual  Life  Insurance  Co.,  of  Xew  York, 
of  which  he  is  the  agent.  'Sir.  Austin  settles  up 
estates  where  the  intricacies  of  the  law  make  dif- 
ficult and  long  continued  litigation,  anil  his  methoils 
of  honest  and  fearless  justice  have  caused  his  ad- 
vice to  be  sought  and  acted  upon.  Had  Mr.  Austin 
entered  the  legal  profession,  it  is  the  opinion  of 
his  acquaintances  that  he  would  have  made  his 
mark;  his  judgments  are  almost  always  sustained 
by  the  higher  courts. 

On  Xov.  26.  1857,  yiv.  Austin  married  Char- 
lotte P.  Stilei,  a  native  of  Xorth  Haven,  and  a 
daughter  of  Horace  and  Lois  P.  Stiles,  the  former  a 
brick  manufacturer  ef  Xorth  Haven.  Mr.  Stiles 
was  a  son  of  Isaac  Clark  Stiles,  and  a  grandson  of 
Isaac  Stiles,  who  was  a  brother  of  Ezra  Stiles, 
president  of  Yale  College.  Isaac  Stiles  was  born  in 
Windsor.  His  father,  Isaac  Stiles,  came  to  Xorth 
Haven  in  1724.  and  was  a  Congregational  minister 
there  until  17(10.  Isaac  was  a  son  of  John  Stiles, 
who  was  born  in  Windsor,  in  1697.  a  son  of  Francis 
Stiles,  who  came  with  seven  others  of  the  name  to 
America  on  the  ship  "Christian"  in  1634,  landing  in 
Boston,  and  going  to  Windsor  with  the  Rev.  War- 
ham  expedition. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Austin  were  given  two  sons. 
The  younger.  Gardener -E..  died  in  February,  1895. 
The  elder,  Frederick  W.,  married  Juline  Rebecca 
Barnes,  and  two  children  have  been  born  to  them, 
■Clarence  A.  and  Esther  Louise.  He  resides  in  Xew 
Haven,  where  he  is  emjjloyed  in  the  office  of  the 
^Merwin  Provision  Co.     In  politics  our  subject  has 


always  been  a  stanch  Republican  and  has  been  a 
useful  and  active  worker  for  his  party.  All  the  fam- 
ily are  identified  with  the  Xorth  Haven  Congre- 
gational Church,  and  they  enjoy  the  esteem  of  the 
community. 

BEXJAMIX  HALL,  dairy  farmer  of  East  Wal- 
lingford,  warden  of  the  Episcopal  Church,  and  one 
of  the  leading  spirits  of  his  conmiunity,  was  born 
on  the  farm  which  is  now  his  home  Oct.  30,  1830. 
.\  descendant  of  one  of  the  old  families  of  Xew 
Haven  county,  he  has  worthily  sustained  the  family 
honor  by  a  clean  and  upright  life. 

John  Hall  was  the  first  of  this  family  to  settle 
in  Xew  Haven  county.  Coming  from  England  to 
Boston  prior  to  1650.  with  his  family,  he  located 
in  this  region.  In.  1660  his  three  sons,  with  others, 
came  to  Wallingford.  and  were  signers  of  the  Plan- 
tation Covenant.  On  this  interesting  document 
John  Hall's  name  appears  in  1672.  In  1675  he 
was  chosen  selectman  of  the  town,  as  was  also  his 
son  John,  and  here  the  remainder  of  his  life  was 
spent;  he  died  in  1676,  at  the  age  of  seventy-one 
vears.  He  and  his  wife,  Jane  (  Woolen),  had  seven 
children:  (i)  John,  baptized  Aug.  9,  1646,  died 
Sept.  2,  1721  ;  (2)  Richard  was  born  July  11,  1645; 
(3)  Samuel,  born  May  21.  1646,  died  March  5, 
1725;  (4)  Sarah  was  baptized  Aug.  9,  1646;  (5) 
Thomas  was  born  2^Iarch  25,  1649;  (6)  Jonathan 
was  born  April  5.  165 1  ;  (7)  David,  born  March 
18,   1652,  died  July  17,  1727. 

John  Hall  (2),  the  eldest  in  the  family  of  John, 
was  one  of  the  first  settlers  of  Wallingford,  where 
he  was  postmaster  and  a  man  of  influence,  and 
where  he  died.  On  Dec.  6,  1666,  he  was  married 
to  Mary,  daughter  of  Edward  Parker,  and  she  died 
Sept.  22,  1725,  the  mother  of  the  following  chil- 
dren: (i)  Elizabeth,  born  Aug.  11.  1670;  (2) 
Daniel,  born  July  26.  1672,  who  married  Thankful 
Lyman;  (3)  Mary,  born  June  23,  1675;  (4)  Xa- 
thaniel,  born  Feb.  8.  1677,  who  married  Elizabeth 
Curtiss;  (5)  John,  born  March  14,  1681  ;  (6)  Lydia, 
born  Jan.  21,  1683 ;  (7)  Samuel,  born  Dec.  24,  1686, 
who  died  Xov.  i,  1689;  (8)  Esther,  born  Aug.  30, 
1693;   (9)   Caleb,  born  Sept.   14,  1697. 

John  Hall  (3),  whose  name  appears  in  the  fore- 
going list,  was  born  in  Wallingford,  and  was  mar- 
ried June  28,  1707,  to  Elizabeth  Royce,  who  died 
Sept.  2,  1755.  at  the  age  of  sixty-six  years.  He 
lived  to  be  eighty-five  years  old.  passing  away  April 
2~.  1766.  A  land  owner  and  a  practical  and  suc- 
cessful farmer,  he  spent  his  entire  life  in  Walling- 
ford. He'  had  a  numerous  family,  whose  names 
and  dates  of  birth  are  as  follows :  ( i )  Isaac  and 
(2)  Peter,  twins,  July  22,  1709;  (3)  John,  Dec. 
28,  1712;  (4)  Asahel,  Jan.  19.  1717;  (5)  Royce, 
Dec.  26,  1718  (graduated  from  Yale,  1737,  and  died 
Mav  29,  1752)';  (6)  Abigail,  March  7,  1723;  (7) 
Elizabeth,  Julv  0.  1725;  (S)  Benjamin.  April  4, 
1728  (  married' Phebe  Hall,  and  died  Dec.  11,  1806)  ; 
(9)  Elisha,  Sept.  15,  1730;  (lo)   Sarah,  Aug.  25, 
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1J52;  and  (11)  Abel,  tlie  date  of  whose  birth  is  now 
unknown. 

John  Hall  (4).  son  of  John  (3),  born  Dec.  28, 
1712,  was  a  lifeior.jj  farmer  in  his  native  town  of 
\Vallingford.  where  he  died  Mav  13,  1795;  he  was 
buried  in  Guilford.  Abigail  Rusfell  became  his 
wife  June  11,  1739,  and  they  had  the  following 
cliildren:  .(i)  Elias,  born  March  10,  1740;  (2) 
Jared,  July  19,  1741;  (3)  Abigail.  Oct.  16,  1743; 
(4)  John,  Dec.  G,  1744:  (5)  Elizabeth.  Sept.  28, 
1745;  (6)  William,  June  15,  1747;  (7)  Mary,  Jan. 
23,  1749;  (8)  Eunice.  July  6.  175 1  ;  (9)  Anna  C, 
Aug.   15,   1755:   (  10)    Benjamin.  July  2.  1757. 

Benjamin  Hall,  the  grandfather  of  our  subject 
proper,  was  born  as  noted  above  in  the  town  of 
\\'allingford,  and  like  his  father  was  an  extensive 
land  owner  and  farmer.  He  owned  and  cultivated 
the  farm  wljere  his  grandson  now  lives,  and  the 
handsome  house  which  is  the  home  of  the  Hall  fam- 
ily was  built  by  him.  In  politics  he  was  a  Whig. 
and  in  religion  a  member  of  the  Congregational 
Church,  ^ir.  Hall  married  Lydia  Cook,  and  they 
had  four  children :  (  i )  Lyman  was  born  March 
20,  1798:  (2]  Marv,  born  June  12.  i/CX).  married 
Joel  Curtis;  (3)  Enieline  married  Miner  Harrison; 
(4  )Orrin  was  born  ]\Iarch  2,  1803. 

Orrin  Hall,  father  of  Benjamin,  lost  his  father 
by  death  while  he  was  still  very  young,  and  ob- 
tained only  a  district-school  education.  From  an 
early  age  he  was  engaged  in  farm  labor.  When  he 
was  twenty-eight  years  old  he  settled  on  the  old 
homestead,  where  he  became  engaged  in  fanning 
and  stock  raising,  and  he  remained  on  the  farm  all 
his  life,  dying  there  at  the  ripe  age  of  seventy-two 
years.  His  remains  rest  in  the  Center  street  cem- 
etery at  Wallingford.  In  religion  he  was  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Congregational  Church,  and  in  politics 
-a  Whig  in  early  life,  and  in  later  years  a  Demo- 
crat. Abstemious  and  temperate  in  his  habits,  and 
a  hard-working  man,  he  was  a  good  citizen  and  a 
"kind  father.  Orrin  Hall  and  Mary  Todd  were  mar- 
ried in  Wallingford,  where  she  was  bom,  in.  the 
Society  of  Xorthford.  daughter  of  Thelas  Todd. 
Four  children  came  to  this  union:  (i)  Benjamin 
is  mentioned  below;  (2)  Gloson  is  living  retired  in 
New  Haven:  (3)  Marv  is  the  widow  of  Ransom 
Baldwin;  (4)  Elbert  resides  in  western  Missouri. 
The  mother  died  in  Meriden,  at  the  home  of  her 
daughter,  and  was  buried  in  the  Center  street  cem- 
etery, Wallingford.  A  member  of  the  Episcopal 
Church,  she  was  a  good  Christian  woman,  and  was 
highly  respected  in  every  relation  of  life. 

Benjamin  Hall  began  life  as  a  poor  boy,  and  had 
only  the  advantages  of  a  common-school  educa- 
tion. He  worked  at  farm  lalxir  from  a  very  early 
age,  and  continued  thus  imtil  his  marriage,  when 
he  settled  down  to  farming  on  his  own  account, 
anct  has  ever  since  been  engaged  in  general  agri- 
culture and  stock  raising.  To-day  he  is  one  of 
the  most  extensive  dairymen  of  Wallingford,  keep- 
ing a  herd  of  sixty  cows.    ^lany  improvements  have 


!   been  wrought  on  the  farm  since  it  passed  into  his 
I    hands,  and  he  is  one  of  the   largest  land  owners 
in  the  town  of  Wallingford,  accumulating  this  ex- 
tensive property  very  largely  through  his  own  ef- 
I    forts.     A  genial  and  affable  man,  he  is  pronounced 
a  good  neighbor,  and  a  kindly-hearted  and  upright 
'   member  of  the  communitv  by  all  that  know  him. 
I   He  resides  on  the  old  homestead  where  five  gcnera- 
:   tions  of  Halls  have  lived.     Twice  appointeil  post- 
master at  East  Wallingford  during  the  McKinley 
1   administration,  he  filled  that  position  until  the  of- 
i   fice  was  abandoned   for  the   rural   delivery. 
j  Benjamin  Hall  was  married,   in    1857,  in  East 

!  Haven,  to  Aliss  Martha  Todd,  daughter  of  Jonah 
H.  Todd.  She  died  in  1862  in  East  Wallingford, 
and  was  buried  in  the  Center  street  cemetery.  A 
member  of  the  Episcopal  Church,  she  was  an  ex- 
emplary woman  in  every  respect.  For  his  second 
wife  Mr.  Hall  married,  on  April  11,  1866,  Clarissa 
C.  Porter,  who  was  born  in  Farmington,  Conn.,  a 
daughter  of  William  S.  Porter.  Two  children  were 
born  to  the  first  marriage :  ( i )  Jane  Elizabeth, 
who  married  Alson  B.  Bartholomew,  of  Walling- 
ford, and  died  April  zt,,  1892:  and  (2)  Martha 
Todd,  who  married  Hon.  Henry  C.  Wooding,  of 
YalesviUe.  a  dairy  farmer.  Air.  Hall  is  now  serving 
his  sixth  year  as  senior  warden  of  the  Episcopal 
Church,  of  which  he  has  been  a  vestryman  for  many 
years.  He  is  also  a  member  of  the  Wallingford 
Grange,  and  is  highly  respected  in,  the  community. 
Domestic  in  his  habits,  he  has  led  a  clean  and 
wholesome  life,  and  believes  that  the  noblest  ideals 
may  be  largely  carried  out  in  our  dailv  acts.  He  is 
singularly  free  from  the  petty  vices  that  mar  social 
life,  has  never  used  tobacco,  and  has  never  been 
under  the  influence  of  intoxicants ;  he  has  never 
taken  a  drink  at  a  bar. 

RICHARD  MANSFIELD  EVERIT,  a  retired 
merchant,  fcrmerlv  of  the  old  firm  of  Hotchkiss 
Jiros.  &  Co.,  of  New  Haven,  but  more  recently  of 
the  firm  of  Burdett  &  Everit,  of  New  York,  who 
were  extensivelv  engaged  in  foreign  trade  with 
Europe,  the  West  Indies  and  South  America,  has 
long  been  one  of  New  Haven's  leading  citizens. 

Born  April  9.  1824,  in  the  old  Mansfield  home- 
stead— the  home  of  his  maternal  ancestors,  which 
stood  in  Grand  avenue,  a  little  east  of  the  Mill  river 
bridge  and  which  was  purchased  by  his  father — 
Mr.  Everit  is  the  son  of  the  late  Capt.  Richard  and 
Sarah  (Mansfield)  Everit.  The  former  was  a  son 
of  William  Everit,  a  soldier  of  the  Revolution  and 
a  descendant  of  one  of  the  earliest  settlers  of  Long 
Island,  while  the  latter  was  descended  from  one 
of  New  Haven's  early  planters. 

William  Everit,  seeing  the  British  land  on  Long 
Island,  immediately  went  with  two  others  to  the 
house  of  the  commanding  officer.  Capt.  Woodhull, 
to  notify  him  of  the  landing.  While  they  were  in 
the  house  it  was  surroundetl  l^y  British  troojis,  and 
the  captain  of  the  British  demanded  the  surrender 
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of  Capt.  Woodhull ;  the  latter  gave  up  his  sword  to 
the  British  officer,  who  thereupon  ran  him  through 
with  it.  During  the  excitement  William  Everit 
and  his  companions  escaped  through  the  window 
and  hid  under  the  floor  of  the  barn.  Thev  were 
located  by  the  British  and  made  prisoners  of  war, 
being  confined  where  the  old  post-office  was  in 
Nassau  street.  Xew  York.  Mr.  Everit  made  his 
escape  from  the  prison  through  the  aid  of  his  wife, 
who  was  in  the  habit  of  bringing  him  provisions 
each  week.  The  day  of  his  escape  she  brought  him 
a  suit  of  clothes  instead  of  provisions,  and  after 
donning  them  he  mingled  with  the  visitors,  and 
so  escaped,  rejoining  the  Colonists. 

Capt.  Richard  Everit  was  born  in  New  York 
City  Dec.  23,  1772.  He  became  a  ship  master,  com- 
manding packet  ships  trading  between  New  York 
and  Holland,  London  and  Bristol.  England,  and 
also  made  voyages  to  other  European  ports,  the 
West  Indies  and  South  America.  The  second 
American  vessel  which  visited  Rio  Grande  do  Sul, 
Brazil,  now  a  great  hide  exporting  place,  was  com- 
manded by  him.  Capt.  Everit's  life  in  some  respects 
was  remarkable.  He  began  going  to  sea  at  the  age 
of  eleven  years,  and  followed  a  sea-faring  life  until 
he  was  fifty,  when  he  retired  to  New  Haven  and 
lived  there  for  fortv  years.  During  his  whole  life 
he  never  drank  a  glass  of  rum,  gin  or  brandy,  a 
remarkable  circumstance  considering  his  occupation 
and  the  habits  and  customs  of  his  class  and  the 
times.  Being  of  a  kindly  and  genial  disposition,  he 
had  many  friends,  and  few,  if  any,  enemies.  He 
died  March  4,  1863,  in  New  Haven. 

On  March  31,  181 1.  Capt.  Everit  was  married 
to  Elizabeth  Alansfield,  who  was  born  Jan.  27,  1780, 
daughter  of  William  Alansfield,  of  New  Haven. 
She  died'  ^larch  28,  1818,  and  Capt.  Everit  mar- 
ried, Feb.  6,  1820,  her  sister  Sarah,  who  was  born 
April  4,  1791.  'Sirs.  Sarah  Everit  died  July  23, 
1875.  One  son  came  to  the  first  marriage.  Phineas, 
bom  Dec.  7,  1812.  who  died  unmarried  Sept.  18, 
1854,  in  New  York.  The  children  of  the  second 
marriage  were:  Elizabeth,  born  Jan.  15,  1822,  died 
July  7,  1822:  Richard  Mansfield  is  mentioned  be- 
low; William  Lyon,  born  Oct.  21,  1826,  married 
July  28,  1853,  Adelaide  Prescott  Frink ;  INIary  INIer- 
cein,  born  Felx  7,  1829,  married,  Aug.  4,  185T, 
John  H.  Coley,  who  for  many  years  was  a  leading 
dry-goods  merchant  in  New  Haven. 

Richard  Mansfield  Everit  was  educated  in  the 
schools  of  New  Haven  and  vicinity,  attending  the 
John  E.  Lovell  Lancasterian  School,  the  school 
kept  by  S.  A.  Thomas,  and  the  old  Fair  Haven 
Academy,  an  excellent  institutiorf,  then  kept  by 
Joshua  Pearl.  Young  Everit  prepared  for  college, 
but  sickness  at  the  time  prevented  him  from  com- 
mencing a  college  course,  and  he  entered  upon  his 
business  career,  beginning  Feb.  i,  1841,  as  a  clerk 
under  the  late  Charles  H.  Oaks.  After  remaining 
with  Mr.  Oaks  a  little  less  than  five  years,  and  going, 
during  the  latter  part  of  his  stay,  on  business  for 


the  first  time  to  the  West  Indies,  he  became  the 
agent  of  the  Peck  Bros. — Xathan,  Wyllys  and 
Henry  E. — of  New  Haven,  for  three  years.  After 
this  experience  he  associated  with  J.  A.  Bishop,  and 
entered  upon  his  first  business  venture  on  his  own 
account.  For  seven  years  he  spent  a  large  part  of 
his  time  in  the  West  Indies,  where  nearlv  all  the 
New  Haven  trade  was  then  concentrated.  In  185 1 
he  became  associated  with  Russel,  Henry  O.  and 
Edward  Hotchkiss,  who  were  the  successors  of 
their  father  on  Long  Wharf.  Early  in  that  year  he 
embarked  for  Brazil  on  a  business  inspecting  tour, 
to  ascertain  what  might  be  done  in  a  business  line. 
At  Para,  on  the  Amazon,  a  place  then  but  little 
known  to  Americans,  he  remained  some  eighteen 
months,  and  there  established  a  good  trade.  This 
enterprise  was  the  means  of  introducing  into  that 
region  many  articles  of  American  growth  and  pro- 
duction, which  were  before  wliollv  unknown.  On 
returning  from  Brazil,  Mr.  Everit  became  a  part- 
ner in  the  house  of  Hotchkiss  Bros.  &  Co.,  whicli 
relations  he  continued  until  i860.  Desiring  a  larger 
field  of  operation  than  New  Haven  afTorded,  and 
for  other  reasons,  he  went  to  New  York  City,  and 
there  with  Charles  P.  Burdett  formed  a  partnership 
under  the  title  of  Burdett  &  Everit.  which  continued 
for  nine  or  ten  years,  the  firm  building  up  a  large 
and  profitable  business  with  Brazil,  the  West  Indies 
and  Europe. 

In  1869  in  the  very  prime  of  life  and  in  the 
full  tide  of  prosperity,  Mr.  Everit,  at  the  early  age 
of  forty-five,  retired  from  business,  solely  in  con- 
sequence of  ill  health.  Returning  to  New  Haven, 
he  established  for  himself  a  beautiful  and  charming 
home,  located  on  a  level  plateau,  on  the  east  side  of 
Whitney  avenue,  only  half  a  mile  distant  and  in  full 
and  grand  view  of  the  precipitous  front  of  East 
Rock,  the  park  itself  extending  nearly  to  his 
grounds.  Here  he  is  enjoying  with  his  family  tho 
fruits  of  a  well-sj>ent  life,  and  dispenses  a  generous 
hospitality  to  his  many  friends.  ^Ir.  Everit  is  en- 
terprising and  public-spirited,  as  is  evidenced  in  the 
appearance  of  his  commodious  grounds  and  resi- 
rlence.  which  add  great  beauty  to  the  "City  of 
Elms.''  In  1869  he  purchased  a  large  farm  about 
twenty-two  miles  west  from  Boston,  in  what  is  now 
the  flourishing  town  of  South  Framingham.  This 
land  is  laid  out  for  the  building  of  a  city,  and  ^Ir. 
Everit  has  spent  a  great  amount  of  money  and 
time  on  the  property. 

On  Feb.  5.  1861,  Air.  Everit  was  married  to 
Miss  Mary  Talman  Lawrence,  daughter  of  Watson 
E.  Lawrence,  of  New  York,  and  Augusta  Maria 
(Nicoll)  Lawrence,  of  New  Haven,  and  children 
as  follows  have  been  born  to  them :  Richard  Law- 
rence, of  South  Framingham,  Mass. ;  Emma  Au- 
gusta, deceased:  Arthur  Mansfield,  of  Buft'alo,  N. 
v.;  Annie  Coley.  wife  of  Dr.  L.  S.  De  Forest;  and 
Edward  Hotchkiss,  at  this  writing  superintendent 
of  Equipment  of  the  Southern  New  England  Tele- 
phone Co.  . 
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Oil  his  mother's  side  Richard  Mansfield  Everit 
is  in  tlie  seventh  generation  from  Richard  Avians- 
field  who  came  from  Exeter,'  Devonshire,  England, 
aiul  settled  in  Quinnipiac  (now  Xew  Haven). 
I-'roin  this  settler  our  subject's  lineage  is  through 
.Major  Moses,  Jonathan,  Lieut.  Xathan.  William 
and  Sarah  (Mansfield)  Everit.  William  Mansfield, 
son  of  Lieut.  Xathan,  was  born  April  i,  1750,  at 
tlie  old  Mansfield  home  on  the  present  site  of  the 
Shcfheld  North  College,  and  married  (first)  Dec. 
25,  1770,  Elizabeth  Lyon,  daughter  of  William  and 
Elizabeth  (Maltby)  Lyon. 

EDWARD  IVES  (deceased)  was  for  many 
years  one  of  the  best  known  citizens  and  prominent 
farmers  of  Cheshire.  He  was  a  native  of  X^'ew 
Haven  county,  born  in  Meriden.  Oct.  14,  1836,  and 
was  a  great-grandson  of  Zachariah  Ives,  one  of  the 
first  settlers  of  Cheshire,  where  he  followed  farm- 
ing. Jesse  Ives,  son  of  Zachariah,  followed  farming 
in  Meriden,  where  he  died  Feb.  12,  1836,  leaving 
his  wife,  Marilla  (Johnson),  a  native  of  South- 
ington,  Conn.,  and  four  children,  Jotham,  Lyman, 
Rosctta  and  .\lmon,   all  now  deceased. 

Jotham  Ives,  father  of  our  subject,  was  born 
in  Meriden  Sept.  7,  1808,  and  was  there  reared  and 
educated.  He  wedded  Mary  Rice  Way,  who  was 
born  in  Meriden  Sept.  10,  1807.  and  died  Aug.  31, 
1878.  His  death  occurred  ^May  18,  1864.  Of  their 
five  children  Edward  was  the  eldest:  Amos  was 
mayor  of  IMeriden  in  i897-<:)8-9g ;  Betsey  is  the  wife 
of  Robert  Hallani,  of  South  Zvleriden :  Julius  Isaac 
is  a  resident  of  Meriden ;  and  Almon  J.  makes  his 
home  in  Tracy,  a  town  of  Wallingford. 

Edward  Ives  pasised  his  boyhood  and  youth  in 
Meriden,  and  attended  school  there.  In  1862  he 
purchased  a  farm  in  Cheshire,  to  wdiich  he  moved 
in  May  of  that  year,  and  on  which  he  continued  to 
make  his  home  until  called  from  this  life  }ilarch  25, 
1880.  As  a  public-spirited  and  progressive  citi- 
zen he  gave  his  support  to  every  worthy  enterprise 
for  the  public  good,  and  in  his  death  the  commu- 
nity realized  that  it  had  lost  a  valuable  and  useful 
citizen.  He  was  widely  and  favorably  known  and 
had  a  host  of  warm  personal  friends,  who  esteemed 
him  highly  for  his  sterling  worth. 

On  April  25,  1862,  in  Middletown,  Conn.,  Mr. 
Ives  married  Aliss  Lois  Lucelia  Smith,  and  to  them 
were  born  two  children:  (i)  Howard  Edward, 
wdio  is  engaged  in  general  farming  on  the  home 
place,  was  married.  Oct.  25,  1899,  in  Cheshire,  to 
Miss  Cornelia  ]\Iatilda  .\twater;  they  have  a  son. 
Edward  Atwater.  Ixjrn  Sept.  16,  1901.  ('2) Henri- 
etta, who  married,  Aug.  30,  1888,  John  C.  Rapson. 
<^i  South  Meriden,  and  hais  two  children,  Hazel 
Lucelia  and  Lilian  Gertrude. 

Mrs.  Ives  is  a  native  of  Cheshire,  and  belongs 
to  quite  an  old  and  prominent  Connecticut  familv. 
Hit  paternal  great-grandparents  were  David  and 
Abigail  (Lewis)  Smith,  natives  of  Southington. 
Conn.,  and  the  former  a  son  of  David  Smith  and 


grandson  of  Gideon  Smith.  Mrs.  Ives'  grandpar- 
ents were  Gideon  Lewiis  and  Lois  (Barnes)  Smith, 
also  natives  of  Southington,  who  in  1823  moved  to 
Cheshire,  where  the  grandfather  followed  farming 
throughout  the  remainder  of  his  life,  dying  there 
Jan.  20,  1850.  His  wife  died  July  31,  1846.  Their 
children  were.  Elizabeth,  wife  of  Sherman  Hart,  of 
Berlin,  Conn. :  Rhoda,  wife  of  John  Hall,  of  Ken- 
sington;  Abigail,  wife  of  Seth  Pratt,  of  Southing- 
ton;  Sylvia,  wife  of  David  Beach,  of  Southington; 
Loyal,  the  father  of  Mrs.  Ives;  Rollin.  who  died  in 
Qieshire ;  Lois,  who  married  Asahel  Warner,  and 
died  in  Auburn,  New  York;  and  Lola,  wife  of 
Burritt  Parker,  of  Southington. 

Loyal  Smith,  Mrs.  Ives'  father,  was  born  in 
Southington,  July  14,  1807,  and  died  Oct.  31,  1870. 
He  was  si.xteen  years  of  age  when  the  family  re- 
moved to  Cheshire,  where  he  afterward  engaged  in 
farming  throughout  life.  He  was  quite  a  prominent 
and  influential  citizen  of  his  community,  and  was 
a  member  of  the  State  Legislature  from  Cheshire  in 
1856  and  again  in  1867.  In  that  town  he  was  mar- 
ried, Oct.  29,  1829,  to  Aliss  Henrietta  Dickerman, 
who  was  born  in  Hamden  X'ov.  26,  1807,  and  died 
June  10,  1864,  a  daughter  of  Samuel  and  Lois 
(Peck)  Dickerman,  also  natives  of  Hamden,  where 
her  mother  died  Nov.  12,  1822.  Her  father  died 
in  Cheshire  June  30,  1840.  To  ;\Ir.  and  ;\Irs. 
Smith  were  born  eight  children,  as  follows :  Sereno 
D.,  a  resident  of  ISIeriden ;  Lois,  who  died  at  the  age 
of  six  years ;  Eliza,  who  died  in  Cheshire  in  1848, 
at  the  age  of  eleven  years ;  Lois  Lucelia,  now  ^Irs. 
lyes ;  Rhoda.  wife  of  Amos  Ives,  of  Meriden ; 
Loyal  B.,  of  Cheshire ;  Samuel  D.,  of  Wallingford ; 
and  Franklin  Pierce,  a  farmer  of  Cheshire.    . 

EDWIN  AUGUSTUS  HOTCHKISS,  who 
passed  away  Dec.  16,  1883,  ranked  among  the  lead- 
ing business  men  and  citizens  of  New  Haven  in  his 
day,  and  no  man  enjoyed  to  a  greater  extent  the 
esteem  of  all  with  whom  he  was  associated. 

Mr.  Hotchkiss  was  born  in  New  Haven  Dec.  4, 
1835,  and  was  a  son  of  Isaac  Thompson  Hotchkiss, 
also  a  native  of  that  city,  where  he  was  long  en- 
gaged in  the  coal  bir?iness,  becoming  a  prominent 
figure  in  the  mercantile  circles  of  the  city.  He 
died  in  1870.  Edwin  A.  Hotchkiss  attended  the 
New  Haven  schools,  also  Major  Russell's  Military 
Academy — the  school  in  which  many  of  the  leading 
citizens  of  X'ew  Haven  have  finished  their  literary 
training.  After  reaching'  his  mature  years  he  was 
associated  with  his  fatlier  in  the  coal  business, 
which  after  the  death  of  that  honored  gentleman 
he  carried  on  with  his  brother,  David  T.  Hotch- 
kiss. until  his  death.  He  was  one  of  the  largest 
dealers  in  coal  in  the  city,  and  took  a  high  position 
in  mercantile  circles  by  reason  of  his  force  and 
strength  of  character,  backed  by  executive  ability, 
good  judgment  and  the  strictest  integrity. 

On  Nov.  23,  1858,  Mr.  Hotchkiss  was  united 
in  marriage  with  ^liss   Caroline   Mulford  Parker, 
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who  was  born  Feb.  6,  1838,  and  they  had  three 
children,  two  of  whom  are  Hvinc::  (  i  )  Edwin  A., 
born  Sept.  28.  1859,  is  engaged  with  his  uncle  in 
the  blotting  paper  business,  and  is  a  very  tine  young 
business  man.  lie  and  his  brother  are  both  es- 
teemed for  their  genuine  and  unaftected  manli- 
ness, and  have  a  ho.-t  of  friends.  Edwin  A.  Hotcii- 
kiss  is  a  member  of  the  Union  League  Club,  and  like 
all  the  familv  attends  Trinitv  Church.  (2)  Caro- 
line M.,  born  July  31,  1866.  died  Dec.  18,  1868. 
(3)  Howard  Parker,  born  April  i.  1870,  a  graduate 
■of  Sheffield  Scientific  School,  is  now  in  the  employ 
of  the  Security  Insurance  Co.  On  June  14.  1900, 
lie  married  A.  Mabel  Lee,  of  Athol,  ]\Iass.,  daugh- 
ter of  Joseph  Lee,  now  deceased,  and  they  have  one 
child,  Howard  Parker.  Jr.,  born  Aug.  27,  1901. 
All  of  the  family  enjoy  a  reputation  for  superior 
character,  kindliness  and  general  intelligence  of  a 
high  order,  and  their  fine  qualities,  cordial  spirit, 
general  progrefsiveness  and  wide-awake  ideas,  are 
fully  appreciated  by  their  many  friends.  The  com- 
fortable and  attractive  home,  which  Mrs.  Hotchkiss 
now  occupies,  at  Xo.  1226  Chapel  street,  was  erected 
"by  her  father.  Col.  Joseph  Parker,  and  is  one  of 
the  most  imposing  in  this  city  of  elegant  homes. 
Edwin  A.  Hotchkiss,  the  father,  was  a  man  far 
above  the  average  in  qualities  of  both  head  and 
"heart.  Though  an  able  business  man  and  inflexible 
in  the 'discharge  of  his  duties,  he  was  kindness  itself 
to  all  with  whom  he  came  in  contact  in  any  of  the 
relations  of  life,  and  especially  in  his  own  home, 
where  he  was  ever  regarded  as  the  model  husband 
and  father.  In  his  death  Xew  Haven  sufYered  the 
loss  of  a  worthy  citizen,  the  commercial  world  a 
man  of  fine  business  talent,  and  society  a  gentleman 
whose  presence  was  ever  welcome  among  the  ranks 
■of  the  most  cultured. 

Col.  Joseph  Parker,  father  of  Mrs.  Hotchkiss, 
was  the  inventor  of  blotting  paper,  and  was  one  of 
the  largest  manufacturers  of  paper  in  the  country. 
He  was  born  in  Litchfield  county.  Conn.,  son  of 
Dr.  Joseph  Parker,  practicing  physician  in  that 
■county  all  his  life.  Col.  Joseph  Parker  married 
Caroline  INIulford.  who  was  born  in  Xew  Haven, 
daughter  of  Hervev  Mulford.  one  of  the  old  resi- 
•dents  of  that  city.  Hervey  Mulford  was  a  grad- 
uate of  Yale  College,  and  was  a  lifelong  merchant. 
To  Col.  and  Mrs.  Parker  were  l>orn  six  children, 
two  of  whom  are  now  living:  Joseph,  who  is  stili 
■carr>-ing  on  his  father's  business,  and  ^Irs.  Edwin 
A.  Hotchkis'5. 

WILLIS  C.  H.\LL,  proprietor  of  a  leading 
grocerv  in  Waterbury,  is  a  native  of  Connecticut, 
^orn  ilarch  16.  1833,  in  Cheshire,  and  comes  of 
good  old   Connecticut   stock,   of   English   ancestry. 

John  Hall  (i),  the  great-great-great-great- 
great-grandfather  of  our  subject,  came  to  these 
shores  from  England  about  the  vear  1638.  first  lo- 
cating in  Boston,  then  in  Xew  Haven,  Conn.,  and 
later  settling  in  W'allingford,  where  he  died.     His 


son  John  (2),  and  grandson.  John  (3),  were  born 
in  England,  and  his  great-grandson  John  (4)  was 
born  in  W'allingford.  Jared  Hall,  great-great- 
grandson  of  the  emigrant,  and  the  great-grand- 
father of  our  subject,  was  born  July  19,  1741,  in 
W'allingford.     He  married  Lucy  Hall. 

Amos  Hall,  son  of  Jared,  and  the  grandfather 
of  our  subject,  was  born  May  21,  1773.  in  Cheshire, 
Corn.  He  married  Elizabeth  Dontecou,  a  lineal 
descendant  of  Pierre  Bontccou,  merchant,  who  was 
a  French  Huguenot  refugee  from  La  Rochelle, 
France,  and  landed  in  Xew  York  in  1689.  He  was 
a  prominent  member  of  the  French  Huguenot  Epis- 
copal Church  in  Xew  York,  in  which  he  held  prom- 
inent offices.  Amos  and  Elizabeth  (Bontecou) 
Hall  settled  on  a  farm  in  Wallingford,  now  in  Che- 
shire, where  they  reared  a  famil\-  of  children  as 
follows:  (I)  Eliza,  born  Sept.  21,  1804,  married 
William  Prichard,  son  of  David  and  .\nn  ( Hitch- 
cock) Prichard,  and  they  then  settled  in  Bruns- 
wick. Ohio,  where  he  was  a  farmer  and  drover ;  he 
died  in  Jefferson,  Iowa.  (2)  Charles  is  the  father 
of  our  subject.  (3)  Xancy,  born  in  Xovember, 
1808,  died  May  4.  1873 ;  she  married  Hiram  Brad- 
ley, of  Cheshire,  Conn.,  born  Oct.  3,  1809,  and  they 
settled  in  Southington,  Conn.,  where  he  followed 
the  business  of  carriage  and  wagonmaker.  (4) 
Amos,  born  Feb.  18,  181 1,  married  Aspatia  Doo- 
little,  and  for  some  time  they  lived  in  Cheshire,  later 
removing  to  Brunswick,  Ohio,  where  he  followed 
farming.  He  returned  to  Cheshire,  and  died  there 
Aug.  16,  1861.  She  is  also  deceased,  and  they  are 
buried  at  Cheshire.  (5)  George  A.,  born  Jan.  31, 
1814,  married  Sarah  Merriams.  of  Proipect,  Conn., 
a  daughter  of  Rufus  and  Mary  {  Hotchkiss )  Aler- 
riams ;  he  was  a  farmer,  and  now  lives  in  the  town 
of  Waterbury.  (6)  Susan  S.,  born  Oct.  13,  1817, 
married  Henry  Livingston,  of  Brunswick,  Ohio,  a 
son  of  Henry  G.  Livingston  ;  they  both  died  in 
Brunswick,  she  on  May  5,  1885.  I  y)  Henrietta  E., 
born  April  30,  1821,  married  Edward  Terrell,  of 
Waterbury  Conn.,  and  died  there  Feb.  5,  1870. 

Oiarles  Hall,  father  of  our  subject,  was  born  in 
Cheshire,  Conn.,  Oct.  12,  1806.  On  Sept.  30,  1830, 
he  married  Amy  Moss,  daughter  of  Asahel  and  Amy 
Andrews  (Hitchcock)  Moss,  and  a  lineal  descend- 
ant from  John  Moss,  one  of  the  first  settlers  of 
Wallingford,  who  died  at  the  patriarchal  age  of  one 
hundred  and  three  years.  Some  time  after  their 
marriage  our  subject's  parents  moved  to  Brunswick, 
Ohio,  settling  on  a  wild  tract  of  farm  land.  In 
1843  he  returned  to  Cheshire,  where  he  died  on  his 
farm:  his  wife  passed  away  Aug.  13,  1875.  In  re- 
ligious faith  they  were  identified  with  the  Congre- 
gational Church,  he  being  a  Sunday-school  teacher 
in  same.  In  politics  he  was  first  a  \Miig,  later  a 
Republican.  In  1832  he  was  commissioned,  by  Gov. 
Peters  of  Connecticut,  as  captain  of  the  32d  Regi- 
ment of  Militia.  A  family  of  nine  children  were 
born  to  Charles  Hall  and  his  wife:  (i)  Celia  E. 
died  at  the  age  of  four  years.     (2)  Willis  C.  is  our 
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subject.  (3)  Ellen  M.,  born  Jan.  12,  1835,  mar- 
ried Seth  Eleada  Frost,  who  was  born  in  W'olcott 
]."cb.  24,  1832,  and  is  a  farmer  in  Southington. 
C"onn.  (4)  Emma,  born  Aug.  11,  1837,  was  mar- 
ried, Dec.  25,  i860,  by  Rev.  John  S.  C.  Abbott,  to 
IClnier  William  Hitchcock,  and  they  settled  on  a 
farm  in  Cheshire.  (5j  Gardner  M.,  born  in  Bruns- 
wick, Ohio,  Jan.  11,  1841,  died-  Oct.  13,  1880;  he 
was  a  member  of  the  firm  of  the  Hall  &  Upson  Ice 
Co.,  also  president  of  the  Naugatuck  \'alley  Co.,  of 
IJridgeport,  Conn.  On  May  10,  1870,  he  married 
Georgiana  Elizabeth  Mullings,  daughter  of  John 
and  Elizabeth  (Brooki)  ^lullings.  (6j  Franklin 
Amos,  born  in  Brunswick,  Ohio,  Aug.  i.  1843,  en- 
listed in  Company  H,  20th  Conn.  V.  I.,  during  the 
Civil  war,  was  captured  and  confined  in  Libby 
prison.  On  his  return  home  he  became  a  travel- 
ing salesman,  and  later  proprietor  of  the  "Earle 
House,"  Waterbury.  On  Oct.  9,  1867,  he  married 
Adelaide  Ulissa  Alunger,  daughter  of  Daniel  and 
Eliza  (Russell)  Munger,  of  Waterbury.  He  died 
Feb.  20,  1879.  (7)  Denison  Asahel,  born  Jan.  18, 
1847,  died  unmarried  Dec.  2,  1875.  (8)  Adelaide 
Eliza,  born  Sept.  17,  1849,  was  married.  June  14, 
1871,  to  George  B.  Lawton,  of  Waterbury;  he  is 
a  diesinker  in  \\'aterbury,  and  lives  in  Cheshire. 
(9)  Warren  L.,  born  May  21.  1856,  is  a  merchant 
in  Waterbury;  he  married,  Dec.  14,  1881,  Etta 
Louise  Andrews,  of  Xaugatuck. 

Willis  C.  Hall,  the  subject  proper  of  these  lines. 
passed  his  boyhood  in  his  native  place.  Cheshire, 
with  the  exception  of  the  five  years  he  lived  in 
Ohio,  and  he  received  a  liberal  education  at  the  dis- 
trict schools.  For  a  time  he  worked  on  a  farm,  and 
later  clerked  for  Samuel  Hitchcock,  in  Cheshire, 
some  four  years,  after  which  for  two  years  he  con- 
ducted a  dry-goods  and  grocery  business.  His  store 
being  destroyed  by  fire,  he  returned  to  the  old  farm 
for  a  time,  or  until  1862,  in  that  year  taking  up  his 
residence  in  Waterbury,  where  he  worked  for  the 
Scovill  Manufacturing  Co.  for  some  time,  and  then 
clerked  for  B.  S.  Hotchkiss  eight  years,  after 
which  he  and  I.  A.  Spencer  conducted  a  grocery 
store  in  Waterbury  seven  years.  Mr.  Hall  then 
opened  a  grocery  on  Bank  street,  which  he  con- 
tinued one  year,  at  the  end  of  which  time  he  and 
his  brother,  Warren  L.,  went  into  a  fruit  and  com- 
mission business,  the  copartnership  existing  four 
years.  In  the  fall  of  1890  he  opened  his  present 
grocery  business  at  No.  1 1  Cherry  street,  in  which 
he  is  meeting  with  desirable  success. 

On  May  26,  1857,  Mr.  Hall  married  Elizabeth 
Heatly,  daughter  of  William  Heatly,  of  England, 
whose  ancestors  fought  under  William  the  Con- 
queror ;  she  died  Nov.  20,  1873,  the  mother  of  three 
children:  Charles  Edward,  Walter  (deceased)  and 
Gardner  Irving.  On  June  13,  1876,  Mr.  Hall  mar- 
ried (second)  Orinda  Daniels,  who  was  born  in 
Poughkeepsie,  N.  Y..  daughter  of  Joseph  B.  and 
Eleanor  (ISIiller)  Daniels,  and  two  children  came 
of  this  union,  Joseph  and  Alfred,  both  of  whom 


died  at  the  age  of  five  years.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Halt 
are  members  of  the  Episcopal  Church  at  Water- 
bury. In  politics  he  is  a  Republican,  and  he  cast 
his  first  presideiuial  vote  for  Fremont.  He  is  a 
prominent  member  of  the  comnumity  in  which  he 
hves,  a  supporter  of  all  matters  of  public  concern 
that  are  calculated  to  advance  the  public  welfare, 
snd  all  who  know  him  hold  him  in  high  regard. 

BENJAMIN  BREWSTER  BROWN  was  a 
deacon  of  the  Congregational  Church  of  Prospect 
for  several  years,  and  the  oldest  living  resident  of 
that  town.  He  was  born  in  Windsor,  N.  Y.,  Sept. 
24,  1815,  a  son  of  Daniel  and  Charlotte  (Ro<?) 
Brown,  both  natives  of  Long  Island.  His  maternal 
grandfather  was  Capt.  Roe,  who  served  as  an  of- 
ficer in  the  Revolutionary  war.  The  father  fol- 
lowed farming  both  on  Long  Island  and  in  Wind- 
sor, N.  Y.,  and  both  he  and  his  wife  died  at  the 
latter  place.  They  were  earnest  and  consistent 
members  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  and  he  was  a 
Democrat  in  politics. 

Our  subject  attended  the  public  schools  and  also 
a  select  school  of  his  native  town,  but  the  greater 
part  of  his  education  was  acquired  through  his  own 
unaided  effort's.  He  assisted  his  father  in  the  op- 
eration of  the  farm  until  sixteen  vears  of  age  and 
then  learned  the  tailor's  trade,  which  he  continued 
to  follow  until  1845.  It  was  during  that  year  that 
he  came  to  Prospect,  and  located  on  the  farm  which 
he  owned  and  occupied  until  his  death.  Through 
the  summer  months  he  engaged  in  agricultural  pur- 
suits, while  during  the  winter  he  successfully  en- 
gaged in  teaching  school  for  fifteen  years,  being 
employed  in  the  district  schools  of  Prospect  and 
Cheshire,  and  at  that  time  he  was  one  of  the  most 
popular  educators  of  the  community.  He  continued 
to  actively  engage  in  farming  until  old  age  com- 
pelled his  retirement. 

In  Prospect  Mr.  Brown  married  Miss  Emily 
B.  Hotchkiss,  a  native  of  that  town  and  a  daughter 
of  David  M.  and  Zeruah  (Stevens)  Hotchkiss,  and 
granddaughter  of  Frederick  Hotchkiss.  By  this 
union  were  born  two  children  ;  ( i)  Clarence  Henry, 
a  resident  of  Wallingford,  Conn.,  and'  deacon  of  the 
Baptist  Church  there,  married  Nettie  F.  Alansfield, 
and  has  two  children,  Emily  Adeline  and  Edna 
Louise.  (2)  Frederick  Hotchkiss,  who  is  engaged 
in  the  furniture  business  in  New  Haven,  and  is  dea- 
con of  the  Congregational  Church  there ;  he  mar- 
ried Kate  E.  Woodward,  of  Bethany.  The  wife 
and  mother,  who  was  a  good  Christian  woman  and 
an  active  member  of  the  Congregational  Church, 
died  April  i,  1887. 

In  1864  yiv.  Brown  was  elected  on  the  Repub- 
lican ticket  to  the  State  Legislature,  and  was  called 
upon  to  fill  other  offices,  having  served  as  a  mem- 
ber of  the  school  committee,  as  selectman  of  Pros- 
pect, and  justice  of  the  peace  for  several  years.  On 
attaining  his  majority  he  became  identified  with  the 
Whig  party ;  later  was  a  stanch  Republican,  and  still 
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later,  on  account  of  his  views  on  the  temperance 
question,  he  cast  his  ballot  with  the  Prohibition 
party.  For  many  years  he  was  an  active  and  promi- 
nent member  of  the  Congregational  Church,  and 
served  as  teacher  in,  and  superintendent  of  the  Sun- 
day-school, and  for  the  long  period  of  forty  years 
filled  the  office  of  deacon.  His  long  and  well-spent 
life  justly  entitled  him  to  the  high  regard  in  which 
he  was  held,  and  no  citizen  in  Prospect  was  more 
honored  or  esteemed.  Over  his  life  record  there 
falls  no  'Shadow  of  wrong,  his  public  service  was 
most  exemplary,  and  his  private  life  was  marked 
by  the  utmost  fidelity  to  duty.  He  died  at  his  home, 
which  he  loved  so  well,  Jxily  31,  1900,  and  was 
laid  to  rest  beside  his  wife  in  the  Prospect  cemetery. 

LEWIS  ROSSITER  ELIOT  (deceased),  in 
his  lifetime  one  of  Guilford's  best  known  and  most 
highly  respected  citizens,  descended  from  one  of 
the  oldest  -famiUes  of  Connecticut.  Tradition  traces 
the  ancestry  of  the  Eliots  of  England  to  the. time  of 
the  landing  of  William  the  Conqueror  on  the  shores 
of  that  country  in  1066.  In  tlie  early  history  of 
England  the  name  was  variously  spelled  Eliot,  El- 
liot, Elyot,  Elyotte,  etc. 

John  Eliot,  commonly  called  the  '"apostle  to  the 
Indians,"  was  the  American  ancestor  of  the  Elliots 
and  ElioLS,  of  which  family  our  subject  is  a  worthy 
member.  That  great  and  good  man  was  born  in 
England,  Dec.  20.  1604,  in — as  authorities  claim — 
Nasing,  County  of  Esse.x.  though  both  the  counties 
of  Devon  and  Cornwall  lay  claim  to  his  birthplace, 
and  there  is  a  record  of  his  baptism  in  the  register 
of  the  church  at  Widford,  Herefordshire.  Nothing 
is  related  of  his  parents  except  that  they  gave  him 
a  liberal  education  and  were  exemplary  for  their 
piety,  to  which  fact  Mr.  Eliot  himself  bore  testi- 
mony, when,  in  after  years,  he  wrote  thus :  'T  do 
see  that  it  was  a  great  favor  of  God  unto  me  to 
season  mv  first  years  with  the  fear  of  God,  the 
word,  and  praver.''  He  was  educated  at  Jesus  Col- 
lege, University  of  Cambridge,  where  he  became 
distinguished  for  his  love  of  the  languages,  es- 
pecially Greek  and  Hebrew,  of  which  he  acquired 
a  sound,  thorough  and  discriminating  knowledge. 
He  became  well  versed  in  the  general  course  of  lib- 
eral studies,  and  was  particularly  learned  in  the- 
ology. After  leaving  the  university  lie  was  em- 
ployed as  usher  in  the  grammar  school  of  Rev. 
Thomas  Hooker,  at  Little  Baddow,  County  of  Es- 
sex. Mr.  Hooker  subsequently  was  one  of  the 
most  eminent  of  the  worthies  of  New  England. 
He  exerted  a  salutary  influence  on  the  formation 
of  Mr.  Eliot's  character  and  principles,  and  decided 
him  in  pursuing  the  profession  of  a  Christian  min- 
ister. When  Mr.  Hooker  was  driven  from  Eng- 
land, Mr.  Eliot  followed  him  to  the  New  World, 
making  the  voyage  in  the  ship  "Lion,"  and  arriv- 
ing at  Boston  Nov.  3,  163 1,  in  company  with  his 
brothers  Jacob  and  Philip,  Gov.  Winthrop's  wife 
and  children  and  about  sixty  others.     He  was  im- 


mediately placed  in  charge  of  the  First  Church  of 
Boston,  tlie  pastor,  Mr.  Wilson,  having  gone  to 
England  temporarily,  on  business.  His  betrothed, 
Annie  ]\Iountfort,  who  was  born  Sept.  16,  1603, 
followed  him  to  New  England,  and  they  were  mar- 
ried in  October,  1632.  Mr.  Eliot  continued  in 
charge  of  the  Boston  congregation  until  his  re- 
moval to  Roxbury,  where  he  was  ordained  Nov.  5, 
1632.  He  was  the  first  minister  in  that  place,  and 
continued  as  teacher  of  the  church  there  until  his 
death,  a  p>eriod  of  nearly  sixty  3'ears,  preaching  as 
long  as  his  strength  lasted.  His  meeting  house  was 
on  the  hill  where  the  present  meeting  house  of  the 
First  (Unitarian)  Church  of  Roxbury  now  stands. 
At  that  time  there  were  many  Indians  within  the 
limits  of  the  English  plantations,  and  to  Christianize 
and  improve  them  became  the  ruling  motive  of  Mr. 
Eliot's  life,  his  work  among  them  commencing  Oct. 
28,  1646,  at  Nonantum,  in  Newton.  He  devoted 
his  great  intellect  to  learning  their  language,  and 
made  several  translations  of  Holy  Writ,  the  most 
noted  being  that  known  as  the  "Indian  Bible."  The 
New  Testament  was  published  at  Cambridge  in 
September,  1661,  and  was  followed  by  the  Old,  and 
thus  the  entire  Bible,  with  a  catechism  and  the 
Psalms  of  David  in  metre,  was  given  to  the  Indians 
in  their  own  tongue  within  forty  years  after  the 
settlement  of  the  country.  This  work  was  of  such 
magnitude,  requiring  such  deep  and  exhaustive 
learning,  that  it  yet  excites  the  wonder  of  philolo- 
gists. Eliot's  labors  were  far  greater  than  those 
of  any  of  the  translators  in  Germany,  England  and 
France,  for  they  had  the  facilities  afforded  by  copies 
of  the  Bible  in  Latin,  which  was  the  conventional 
language  of  tlie  priests  and  students  of  Europe, 
while  his  work  was  in  an  unwritten  and  unknown 
language,  which  he  was  first  obliged  to  learn ;  and, 
after  his  Bible  was  published,  he  had  to  establish 
schools  and  prepare  a  grammar  and  other  books  for 
instructing  the  savages  to  read  it.  In  all  these  ar- 
duous duties  he  had  no  assistant  but  an  Indian  boy. 
Thus  a  humble  and  modest,  yet  faithful  and  zealous, 
pastor  of  a  small  Christian  community,  on  tlie 
shores  of  a  vast  continent  which  was  then  almost  a 
wilderness,  alone  achieved  a  work  which  excited  the 
wonder  and  admiration  of  both  continents,  and  has 
rendered  his  name  memorable  forever  in  the  annals 
of  literature  and  piety.  With  such  holy  ardor  and  un- 
tiring perseverance  did  he  prosecute  his  great  and 
commendable  labors  as  to  richly  deserve  his  exalted 
title  of  "apostle  to  the  Indians."  His  manner  of 
preaching  was  very  plain,  yet  powerful ;  his  de- 
livery graceful.  The  old  oak  at  South  Natick  be- 
neath which  he  preached  to  the  Indians  in  i6go  is 
still  standing.  Mr.  Eliot's  death  occurred  May  20, 
1690,  in  the  eighty-sixth  year  of  his  age,  and  he  was 
laid  to  rest  in  what  was  called  the  minister's  tomb. 
in  the  First  burying  ground.  His  wife  died  March 
22,  1687.  Their  children  were:  Ann,  born  Sept. 
17,  1633.  was  a  daughter  of  excellent  character,  and 
remained  with  her  parents  as  long  as  they  lived; 
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she  was  the  wife  of  Habakkuk  Glover.     John,  born 
Aug.  31,   1636,  died  Oct.   11,   1G68.     Joseph,  born    , 
Dec.  20,  1638,  is  mentioned  below.     Samuel,  born 
lune  22,  1641,  died  in  1664.     Aaron,  born  Feb.  19,    i 
"1644,  died  Nov.  18,  1655.     Benjamin,  born  Jan.  29,   j 
1647,  died  Oct.  15.  1687.  I 

(II)  Joseph  Eliot,  first  of  the  name  in  Guilford,  ' 
born  Dec.  20,  1638,  died  ]\Iay  24,  1694.  at  Guilford, 
where  he  was  settled  as  a  minister.  He  owned  the 
home  and  ground  occupied  all  his  lifetime  by  the 
subject  of  this  sketch,  and  which  is  now  the  resi-  '■ 
dence  of  Mrs.  Eliot  and  her  son  Edward.  He  was 
graduated  from  Harvard  in  1658.  On  Xov.  23, 
1662,  the  people  of  Northampton  tinanimously  ex- 
pressed their  desire  to  settle  Mr.  Eliot  as  a  teacher, 
and  fixed  his  salary  at  fifty  pounds.  In  1664  he 
was  settled  at  Guilford  receiving  ordination  Dec. 
23,  of  that  year.  It  is  said  that  he  delivered  an 
annual  sermon  before  the  General  Assembly,  and 
he  received  a  grant  of  land  from  that  body,  prob- 
ably in  acknowledgment  of  these  sendees.  He 
continued  to  discharge  his  pastoral  duties  at  Guil- 
ford until  his  death.  Joseph  Eliot  first  married  : 
Sarah,  daughter  of  Hon.  William  Brenton.  gov- 
ernor of  Rhode  Island,  and  after  her  death  he  mar- 
ried Mary,  daughter  of  Hon.  Samuel  Wyllys,  of 
Hartford.  She  died  Oct.  11,  1729,  at  the  age  of 
seventy-three  years.  His  children,  four  by  each 
wife,  were  as  follows:  ( i)  Mehitable,  born  Oct. 
4,  1676,  married  William  Wilson,  of  Guilford,  and 
died  April  14,  1723,  without  issue.  (2)  Ann,  born 
Dec.  12,  1677,  married  Dec.  20,  1698.  Hon.  Jona- 
than Law.  of  ^lilford,  governor  of  Connecticut, 
and  died  Xov.  16.  1703.  (3  I  Jemima,  born  in  1678, 
married  Rev.  John  Woodbridge,  of  West  Spring- 
field, Mass.,  and  died  June  10.  1718.  (4)  Barshua, 
married  Augustus  Lucas,  of  Fairfield,  a  French 
refugee.  (5)  Jared,  born  Xov.  7,  1685,  died  April 
22,  1763.  (6)  Abiel  is  mentioned  below.  (  7) 
Mary,  born  in  1688,  married  in  1734.  Hawkins  Hart, 
of  \\'allingford,  and  had  a  large  family.  (8)  Re- 
becca, born  in  1690,  married  John  Trowbridge, 
sheriff  of  X'ew  Haven,  and  after  his  death  became 
the  wife  of  Ebenezer  Fisk;  for  her  third  husband 
she  married  Capt.  William  Dudley. 

(III)  Abiel  Eliot,  son  of  Rev.  Joseph,  was  a 
farmer  in  Guilford,  and  died  Oct.  28,  1776.  He  mar 
ried  Alary  Leete.  daughter  of  John  Leete.  of  Guil- 
ford, and  great-granddaughter  of  William  Leete, 
governor  of  Connecticut.  Their  children  were :  ( i ) 
Xathaniel,  mentioned  below:  (2)  Wyllys.  bom  Feb. 
9,  1731,  who  died  Sept.  20,  1777;  (3)  Rebecca, 
bom  Sept.  8,  1733.  who  married  X'athaniel  Graves, 
of  Guilford,  and  died  July  7.  1820:  (4)  Timothy, 
born  Oct.  23,  1736,  who  died  April  17,  1809:  (5) 
Levi,  born  Nov.  i,  1739,  who  died  March  21.  1765: 
(6)  Margery,  born  March  19,  1742.  who  married 
Theophilus  Merriman,  of  Wallingford,  and  died 
May  15,  1823. 

(IV)  X''athaniel  Eliot,  son  of  Abiel.  was  born 
Aug.  15,  1728,  and  died  April  24,  1804.     He  was  a 


farmer  and  land  owner  in  Guilford.  On  Jan.  3, 
1754,  he  married  Beulah  Parmelee,  born  in  (juil- 
ford  Aug.  30,  1732,  a  daughter  of  Joseph  Parmelee; 
she  died  Sept.  16.  1818.  Their  children  were: 
William  (sketch  of  whom  follows)  ;  and  Mary. 
The  daughter,  born  May  i,  1762,  died  Sept.  10, 
1819.  On  Sept.  30,  1787,  she  married  Israel  Halleck,' 
of  Dutchess  county,  X.  Y.,  who  died  March  7,  1839. 
They  had  three  children  :  Maria,  born  July  19, 
1788,  resided  in  Guilford;  Fritz  Greene,  poet  and 
writer,  bom  July  8.  1790,  was  also  a  resident  of 
Guilford;  Xathaniel  E.,  born  in  1792,  died  Sept.  29, 

1793- 

(,V)  William  Eliot  (grandfather  of  Lewis  R.) 
was  born  Feb.  10,  1755,  in  Guilford,  where  he  was 
a  lifetime  farmer,  dying  there  Feb.  14,  1833 ;  he  was 
buried  in  Alderbrook  cemetery.  He  married  Nov. 
26,  1780,  Ruth  Rossiter,  born  in  Xorth  Guilford 
April  17,  1757,  daughter  of  Nathaniel  and  Deborah 
(Fowler)  Rossiter.  She  died  July  19,  1814,  the 
mother  of  three  children:  (i)  William  Horace, 
Sept.  13,  1781,  married  to  Mary  Law;  (2)  Charles, 
sketch  of  whom  follows;  and  (3)  George  Augustus, 
born  June  6,  1792,  married  Sarah  Brown,  and  set- 
tled in  Erie,  Pennsylvania. 

(VI)  Charles  Eliot  (father  of  Lewis  R.),  born 
July  29.  1787,  in  Guilford,  spent  all  his  life  there 
in  farming  pursuits,  dying  in  1870.  In  Guilford, 
Oct.  15,  181 5,  he  married  Chloe  Pardee,  born  April 
5,  1785,  a  daughter  of  James  Pardee,  of  East  Haven, 
and  six  children  were  born  to  them:  (i)  Adeline, 
bom  June  28,  1816,  married  Alay  12,  1839,  Josiah 
Griswold,  of  Guilford :  he  died  Dec.  22,  1842,  and 
she  married  (second)  Leveret  C.  Stone;  (2)  Lewis 
Rossiter,  sketch  of  whom  follows;  (3)  Edward, 
born  March  25,  1820,  became  a  merchant  in  Detroit, 
Alich. ;  (4)  Sarah  Ann,  bom  Nov.  3,  1821,  married 
Dec.  31,  1843.  Henry  Reeves  Spencer,  of  Guilford; 
(5)  Charles  Alorgan,  born  Dec.  8.  1824,  resident  in 
JNIeriden  ;  (6)  Ruth,  born  Nov.  23,  1829,  married 
April  23,  1848,  Samuel  Augustus  Wilcox,  of  Guil- 
ford. 

(VII)  Lewis  Rossiter  Eliot,  the  subject  proper 
of  this  memoir,  was  born  Jan.  23,  1819,  in  Guilford, 
where  he  followed  agricultural  pursuits  all  his  life, 
being  a  large  land  owner,  and  successful  in  all  his 
operations.  As  a  Democrat,  he  took  a  lively  inter- 
est in  the  affairs  of  his  party,  of  which  he  was  one 
of  the  leaders  in  his  town.  For  several  years  he 
served  as  assessor,  and  filled  other  offices  of  trust 
with  marked  ability  and  characteristic  fidelity ;  was 
a  director,  and  at  one  time  president,  of  the  Guilford 
,  Savings  Bank.  In  church  matters  he  always  took  a 
livelv  interest  as  member  of  the  Episcopal  Church, 
of  which  he  was  a  vestryman  for  several  years ; 
taken  all  in  all,  he  was  a  good,  loyal  citizen,  re- 
spected and  esteemed.  In  his  domestic  relations  he 
was  especially  happy  as  a  loving  husband  and  kind, 
indulgent  father.  Well-read,  and  possessed  of 
good  executive  ability,  he  was  often  appealed  to  in 
intricate  matters  of  business,  and  at  various  times 
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called  upon  to  settle  estates.  He  died  June  0.  1893, 
and  was  laid  to  rest  in  Alderbrook  cemetery. 

The  late  Lewis  R.  \L\\oi  was  twice  married,  first 
time  Dec.  5,  1847,  to  Fanny  Griswold,  born  in 
Guilford,  Oct.  27,  1823,  died  Dec.  24,  1856,  and 
one  child,  Fanny  Alaria.  born  March  26,  1853, 
graced  this  union.  For  his  second  wife  ^Ir.  Eliot 
wedded  Nov.  17,  1858,  Catherine  Graves,  a  native 
of  Guilford  and  daughter  of  Sherman  and  Ann 
(Griswold)  Graves,  to  which  union  came  two  chil- 
dren: Miss  Elizabeth,  who  was  educated  in  part 
in  Guilfonl,  in  part  at  Mount  Holyoke  Seminar}-. 
Mass. ;  and  Edward,  sketch  of  whom  follows.  The 
mother  of  these,  a  lady  of  culture  and  refinement,  is 
yet  living  in  Guilford. 

(VTII)  Edw.xrd  Eliot,  only  son  of  the  late 
Lewis  R.  Eliot,  was  Ixsrn  in  Guilford,  Oct.  14.  18G1. 
and  received  a  liberal  education  at  the  public  and 
high  schools  of  the  locality.  He  was  reared  on  the 
home  farm  of  150  acres,  and  has  ever  since  operated 
same,  raising  tomatoes  chiefly,  and  conducting  a 
dairy. 

On  Oct.  16,  1889,  Edward  Eliot  married  Maud 
A.  Lee,  born  in  Berlin,  ^Vis.,  a  daughter  of  \\'illiam 
W.  and  Elizabeth  (  \"edder)  Lee,  both  of  whom 
died  in  Guilford.  Three  children  have  been  born 
to  this  union,  viz.:  Elizabeth  ]Maud,  July  14.  1890; 
Lewis  R..  April  2,  1892:  and  Catherine  Graves. 
Sept.  5,  1894. 

In  politics  Mr.  Eliot  is  a  Democrat;  for  five 
years  served  on  the  board  of  burgesses  of  Guilford : 
in  1898  was  elected  warden  of  the  borough;  is  a 
member  of  the  school  committee ;  and  a  director 
of  the  Guilford  Savings  Bank.  Sociallv.  he  is 
affiliated  with  the  Xew  England  Order  of  Protec- 
tion. In  religious  faith  he  is  a  member  and  vestrv- 
man  of  the  Episcopal  Church  in  Guilford. 

Gr-wes  Family,  (i)  George  Graves,  the  an- 
cestor of  Mrs.  L.  R.  Eliot,  and  the  first  of  the  name 
in  Connecticut,  was  a  native  of  England,  whence  he 
came  to  this  cotjntry,  settling  in  Hartford.  Conn., 
where  he  died  in  1673.  He  had  three  children: 
George,  sketch  of  whom  follows ;  John,  and  a 
daughter. 

(II)  George  Graves,  died  in  Hartford,  Dec.  3. 
1692.  He  married,  April  2,  1651,  Elizalieth  Vent- 
nor,  and  had  six  children  :  George ;  Elizabeth  ; 
John,  sketch  of  whom  follows ;  Ruth,  wife  of  John 
Webb;  Mehitabel,  wife  of  James  Harrison;  and 
Mercy. 

(III)  John  Graves,  born  in  Hartford,  married 
in  1680,  Susannah  Webster,  bom  Oct.  26,  1658,  and 
died  in  1680,  a  daughter  of  Robert  ^\'ebster,  of 
Middletown;  he  married  (second)  Harriet,  daugh- 
ter of  Philip  Davis.  Children:  Elizabeth,  wife 
of  Ebenezcr  Dudley  ;  John,  sketch  of  whom  follows  ; 
Sarah,  born  Sept.  25,  1698,  wife  of  James  Munger ; 
and  four  other  daughters. 

(IV)  John  Graves,  born  ^larch  3,  1695,  in  Hart- 
ford, moved  to  East  Guilford,  and  died  there  April, 
1759.     He  married  (first)   Phebe  Hand  March  19, 


1 7 19,  and  (second)  Keziah  Norton,  Aug.  i,  1723. 
She  was  born  Dec.  21,  1700,  and  died  Oct.  8,  1771. 
Children  :  George,  born  May  30,  1724;  Phebe,  Jan. 
29,  1726,  married  Enos  Hall;  Samuel,  born  Aug. 
3,  1728,  died  Xov.  25,  1736;  Joanna,  born  Oct.  8, 
1730;  Sarah,  born  Jan.  23,  1733;  John,  sketch  of 
whom  follows;  Submit,  Jan.  13,  1738:  Keziah,  born 
June  2y,  1743,  died  Oct.  8,  1775;  Samuel  (2),  June 
II,  1746;  and  Rufus,  born  Sept.  27,  1749,  married 
Elizabeth  Benton. 

(V)  John  Graves,  born  Oct.  9,  1735,  in  East 
Guilford,  died  April  13,  1791.  He  married  Dec. 
20,  1760,  Elizabeth  Graves,  born  Sept.  24.  1736. 
died  April  17,  1767,  a  daughter  of  Ebenezer  and 
Mary  (Isbell)  Graves.  He  married  (second)  Sarah 
Dudley,  born  ^larch  14,  1744,  and  died  Nov.  17, 
1797.  Children:  John,  sketch  of  whom  follows; 
!Merriman,  wife  of  Joseph  Bartlett.  died  Sept.  2:^, 
1 79 1  ; Titus,  married  to  Rachel  Dudley,, died  in  1814; 
George  died  without  issue. 

(VI)  John  Graves,  born  at  East  Guilford  Oct. 
16,  1761,  died  Sept.  28,  1819;  married  Januarv. 
1787,  Hannah  Crane,  bom  1764,  died  Jan.  16,  1852. 
Children:  Henry  Crane,  born  June  12.  1788,  mar- 
ried Clarissa  Crompton,  and  died  in  1846;  EIizal)eth 
Amelia,  born  Feb.  17,  1791,  married  Phineas  Dud- 
ley; Nancy  Merriam,  born  Sept.  10,  1793,  died 
]\Iarch  16,  1849;  Sherman,  sketch  of  whom  follows; 
Rebecca,  born  March  4,  1798,  married  W.  \\'. 
Dowd.  and  died  Oct.  28,  1873;  and  John  Adams, 
born  Sept.  i,  1805,  married  Amelia  Bailey,  and  died 
in  1837. 

(VII)  Sherman  Graves,  born  Sept.  20,  1795, 
died  Sept.  12,  1875;  married  Nov.  4,  1819,  Ann 
Griswold,  daughter  of  John  and  Hannah  (Dudley) 
Griswold.  Children:  Elizabeth,  bom  Sept.  iS, 
1820,  died  Sept.  20,  1849;  John,  born  Feb.  17,  1822, 
married  Nancy  Landon,  and  died  Nov.  4,  1883: 
Catherine  born  ]\Iay  16,  1824,  now  the  widow  of 
Lewis  R.  Eliot:  and  Harriet,  born  Sept.  26,  1825, 
died  May  18,  1849. 

HON.  RICHARD  R.  HEPBURN,  judge  of 
probate  and  clerk  of  the  town  of  Milford,  was 
born  in  Milford  May  23,  1847,  son  of  Richard  and 
Maria  Hepburn,  and  comes  of  an  excellent  line. 
The  Hepburr.s  were  of  the  family  famous  in  Scot- 
tish historv.  Judge  Hepburn  is  a  great-grandson 
of  Capt.  Peter  ( born  in  Stratford)  and  Mary 
(Cobb)  Hepburn,  of  Taunton,  Mass.  Peter  was 
a  sea  captain  previous  to  the  American  Revolution, 
and  sailed  between  the  Colonies  and  Europe.  After- 
ward he  had  extensive  rope  walks  reaching  from 
River  to  High  street,  and  his  homestead  was  on  the 
corner  of  Broad  and  River  streets,  where  the  Taylor 
Library  now  stands.  In  winter  he  taught  naviga- 
tion, and  his  nephew,  who  afterward  became  cele- 
brated as  Commodore  Isaac  Hull,  was  among  his 
pupils. 

Richard  Hepburn  ( i ) ,  youngest  son  of  Capt. 
Peter,  and  grandfather  of  Hon.  Richard  R.,  was  a 
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sea-faring  man  in  early  manhood,  but  afterward 
engaged  in  the  draying  Imsiness  in  New  York  City. 
He  died  in  Brooklyn  in  the  year  1865,  at  the  age  of 
eightv-eight,  and  was  liuried  in  Alilford.  This 
worth%"  citizen  married  Harriet  ]^Iiles,  of  Milford, 
and  had  seven  children,  as  follows:  (i)  Thomas 
was  connected  with  the  ix)lice  force  in  New  York 
City,  and  also  with  the  custom  house  in  the  same 
place  for  a  time.  He  was  prominent  in  the  Masonic 
fraternity.  He  died  in  New  York,  but  was  buried 
in  Milford.  (2)  Richard,  our  subject's  father,  is 
mentioned  more  fully  below.  (3)  Henry,  who  died 
in  San  Francisco,  was  a  shipmaster  and  commanded 
vessels  running  between  New  York,  Liverpool  and 
China.  He,  too.  was  identified  with  the  Masonic 
fraternity.  (4)  Jane  (deceased)  married  Nathaniel 
C.  L'Hommedieu.  who  in  early  life  was  in  the 
United  States  navy,  and  for  many  years  in  the  em- 
ploy of  the  government  at  the  Brooklyn  navy  yard. 
(5)  Elizabeth  (deceased)  married  John  C.  O'Con- 
nor, who  entered  the  United  States  navy  early  in 
life,  and  later  became  a  merchant  and  ship  owner, 
and  the  possessor  of  valuable  realty  in  New  York 
City.  (6)  Harriet  married  Samuel  Bryan,  a  cop- 
per-plate printer  in  New  York,  afterward  a  trusted 
employe  of  the  government  at  the  Bureau  of  En- 
graving and  Printing,  at  Washington,  D.  C.  {/) 
Sarah  resides  in  Milford,  Connecticut. 

Richard  Hepburn  (2),  our  subject's  father,  was 
reared  in  New  York  City,  spending  some  years  of 
his  boyhood  as  a  clerk  in  a  ship  chandler's  store 
on  South  street.  He  afterward  followed  the  sea. 
and  at  the  age  of  twenty-one  years  was  placed  in 
command  of  a  vessel.  Much  of  his  time  in  later 
years  was  passed  in  Milford.  During  the  trouble 
between  this  country  and  Mexico  he  commanded  a 
troop  ship  carrying  a  New  York  regiment  to  Mata- 
nioras,  with  our  subject  on  board.  When  the  Re- 
bellion broke  out  he  enlisted  in  the  navy,  with  the 
rank  of  acting  ensign,  and  served  as  such  on,  board 
the  monitor  "Passaic."  and  other  vessels,  until  the 
close  of  the  war.  .A.  notable  incident  in  his  career 
was  the  successful  voyage  to  the  Canary  Islands 
in  the  bark  "Grapeshot,"  for  the  caoture  of  Lu 
Baker,  the  man  who  shot  Bill  Poole  in,  a  theatre  in 
New  York  City,  which  event  gave  Capt.  Hepburn 
a  National  reputation  for  rapid  passages.  He  died 
at  Staten  Island  Jan.  2,  1891.  He  married  Alaria 
J.  Curry,  who  died  Sept.  17,  1873.  She  was  a  na- 
tive of  Peekskill.  N.  Y.,  and  her  father  was  a 
farmer  of  that  town.  Two  children  were  born 
of  this  union :  Richard  R.  and  Fannie,  of  whom  the 
latter  died  Aug.  26,  1877,  unmarried. 

Richard  R.  Hepburn,  the  third  of  the  name  and 
the  subject  of  this  sketch,  attended  the  schools  of 
Milford  when  a  boy,  and  completed  his  course  of 
study  in  Brooklyn,  but  he  did  not  go  to  school 
after  he  reached  the  age  of  twelve  years,  the  best 
part  of  his  eilucation  having  come  from  contact 
with  the  world.  During  boyhood  he  made  several 
trips  across  the  Atlantic  with  his  father.    For  eight- 
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een  or  twenty  years  he  was  emi)loyed  by  Nathan  .\. 
Baldwin,  of  Milforil.  the  manufacturer  of  straw 
hats,  but  his  public  duties  have  since  occupied  much 
of  his  time. 

On  July  17,  1884,  Judge  Hepburn  married  Miss 
Ella  \'.  Clements,  a  native  of  Milford,  and  an 
adopted  daughter  of  John  F.  Clements.  One  child, 
Far.nv,  has  blessed  this  union. 

In  politics  Judge  He])burn  is  a  Republican,  and 
his  popularity  is  shown  by  the  fact  that  he  now 
holds  several  public  offices,  within  the  gift  of  his 
fellow  citizens,  having  served  as  Town  (^lerk  and 
Registrar  of  \'ital  Statistics  since  January,  i8g5. 
Judge  of  Probate  since  January,  1897,  and  Judge 
of  the  Milford  Town  Court  since  July,  1901  ;  he 
is  vice-president  of  the  Milford  Savings  Bank.  So- 
cially he  is  prominent  and  belongs  to  the  following 
fraternal  organizations :  ^\'illiam  Fowler  Council, 
No.  64,  (Jrder  United  American  Mechanics,  of 
which  lodge  he  has  been  recording  secretary  since 
its  organization  ;  Wepowage  Lodge,  No.  14.  I.  O. 
O.  F.,  with  which  he  united  in  1881  ;  and  \'olun- 
teer  Council,  No.  8u),  Royal  Arcanum,  of  which 
he  became  a  member  in  1897.  He  has  recently  ac- 
cepted the  secretaryship  of  the  Milford  Cemetery- 
Association,  and  is  at  the  present  time  clerk  and 
treasurer  of  the  Plymouth  Congregational  Church 
of  Milford,  and  a  member  of  the  Society's  com- 
mittee. 

PROF.  WILLIAM  H.  WILLIAMS  is  one  or" 
the  well-known  and  most  highly  esteemed  citizens, 
of  Wallingford,  where  during  his  long  residence  he 
has  won  a  high  place  in  the  regard  of  the  commu- 
nity. His  talent  and  skill  as  a  violinist  have  brought 
him  considerable  renown. 

Prof.  Williams  was  born  June  18,  1849,  on  the 
old  Williams  homestead,  and  was  reared  on  the 
farm.  He  early  displayed  remarkable  talent  for 
music,  and  at  the  age  of  nine  years  had  mastered 
the  principles  of  violin  playing.  His  teachers  have 
been  among  the  most  distinguished  of  the  world, 
one  the  celebrated  Prof.  Frantz  r^Iilcke.  For  a 
number  of  years  he  has  played  violin  solos  in  pub- 
lic, charming  his  audiences,  and  receiving  manv  ex- 
pressions of  pleasure  from  them.  For  several  years 
he  conducted  the  Williams  Orchestra,  which,  dur- 
ing its  existence,  was  one  of  the  best  in  the  State, 
and  he  has  figured  in  almost  all  the  prominent  con- 
certs and  musical  gatherings  of  his  section,  at  one 
time  playing  with  the  well-known  Theodore 
Fleisher.  He  has  written  a  number  of  orchestral 
compositions.  Some  of  the  pupils  of  Prof.  Will- 
iams have  become  celebrated,  and  his  name  is  known 
far  beyond  local  boundaries.  He  owns  one  of  the 
finest  old  violins  in  existence.  Prof.  Williams  is  in- 
terested in  several  enterprises  in  the  locality  ot 
Wallingford.  He  is  the  owner  of  the  race  track 
and  fair  ground  site,  very  valuable  land,  which  he 
has  leased  to  the  Agricultural  Society,  and  to  the 
Wallingford  Cycling  &  Trotting  Association.     As  a. 
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lover  and  fine  judge  of  e^ood  horses,  Prof.  Williams 
has  become  the  owner  of  some  tine  specimens,  and 
Jiis  trotting-  stock  rs  well  known  through  the  State. 
Prof.  \\'i!liams  was  marrieil.  in  Januarv,  1878, 
in  Wallingford.  to  Miss  Mary  E.  Jones,  daughter 
of  Charles  N.  Jones,  a  merchant  of  \\"allingford,  a 
lady  of  refinement  and  culture,  who  holds  an  en- 
viable position  in  the  social  circles  of  the  city. 
Seven  children  have  come  to  this  union :  Charles 
Leslie,  born  in  1878;  Robert  Cook,  in  1881 ;  Sarah 
Emma,  in  1883  (a  graduate  of  the  high  school, 
now  a  bookkeeper)  ;  Elsie  L.,  in  1886;  Florence,  in 
1888;  Herman,  in  1890;  and  William,  in  1895. 
Prof.  Williams  is  a  member  and  supporter  of  the 
Republican  party,  but  is  no  office  seeker.  The  re- 
ligious connection  of  the  family  is  with  the  Epis- 
copal Church,  and  they  are  highly  esteemed  in 
Church  circles. 

Charles  Nicholas  Jones,  fathe'r  of  ]\Irs.  Williams, 
was  born  on  the  old  Jones  homestead,  Sept.  18,  1830, 
son  of  Street  Jones  and  a  grandson  of  Nicholas 
Jones,  old  settlers  of  New  Haven  county.  Street 
Jones  was  a  man  of  education,  became  a  large  land 
owner,  at  one  time  owning  10,000  acres,  dealt  ex- 
tensively in  cattle  and  raised  many  horses.  He 
died  at  the  age  of  eighty-four.  He  took  an  active 
interest  in  the  welfare  of  the  Democratic  party,  and 
served  as  a  member  of  the  State  Legislature,  as 
selectman,  and  in  other  local  offices,  taking  also  an 
active  interest  in  educational  matters.  Through  his 
influence  school  houses  were  built,  charitable  insti- 
tutions were  planned,  and  religious  work  in  the  Con- 
gregational Church  carried  on.  Street  Jones  was 
married  in  North  Haven  to  Mary  Pierpont  East- 
man, a  daughter  of  F.enjamin  Eastman,  and  to  this 
union  were  born  ten  children,  of  whom  we  have  rec- 
ord of  the  following:  Benjamin  Trumbull.  Peter 
Eastman,  Charles  N.,  Mary  P.  f  who  njarried 
Charles  D.  Childs.  of  Wallingford.  \"t.).  Sarah,  one 
that  died  in  infancy,  Julia  (who  married  and  re- 
moved to  Albany,  N.  Y.),  and  Samuel  (who  be- 
came a  stock  dealer  in  Kansas). 

Charles  N.  Jones  received  excellent  educational 
advantages,  attending  the  district  school  m  youth, 
and  later  the  Connecticut  Literary  Institute,  at  Suf- 
field.  His  home  continued  to  be  on  the  farm  until 
1870,  and  he  engaged  in  farming  a  part  of  the 
Cook  homestead.  In  the  year  mentioned  he  re- 
moved to  Wallingford,  where  he  started  a  grain 
and  feed  business,  in  connection  with  a  grocery, 
and  has  been  thus  engaged  for  over  thirty  years. 
Mr.  Jones  also  owns  and  operates  a  farm  at  Cook's 
Hill,  on  which  he  has  a  productive  peach  orchard. 
Mr.  Jones  married  Ellen  Cook,  of  Cook's  Hill,  a 
daughter  of  John  and  Mary  (Munson)  Cook,  and 
a  member  of  an  old  and  representative  family. 
Four  children  were  bom  to  ^Ir.  and  Mrs.  Jones : 
Mary  E.,  the  wife  of  Prof.  Williams :  Emma,  who 
married  William  Hodgkinson,  of  \Vallingford ; 
Sarah  Cook,  who  married  William  Talcott,  of  Wall- 
ingford; and  Florence  Bertha,  now  Mrs.  Samuel 


Clulee.  Mrs.  Jones  died  in  1879.  In  1889.  Mr. 
Jones  married  Abbie  Bristol,  daughter  of  Uriah 
Bristol,  of  Cheshire.  Mr.  Jones  is  a  prominent 
member  of  the  Congregational  Church.  He  has 
served  his  fellow  citizens  as  selectman,  and  for  six 
years  has  been  chairman  of  the  board,  and  is  treas- 
urer of  the  borough.  The  family  is  held  in  high 
esteem  in  Wallingford,  where  Mr.  Jones  has  long 
been  regarded  as  one  of  the  representative  citizens. 

EDWARD  PAYSON  BRETT,  one  of  the  old- 
est builders  in  New  Haven,  and  a  man  of  .stabilitv 
of  character,  who  possesses  the  esteem  of  the  com- 
munity, is  a  descendant,  in  the  seventh  generation, 
of  one  of  the  pioneer  settlers  of  ^Massachusetts. 

William  Brett  and  Margaret,  his  wife,  came 
from  England,  in  1645,  and  with  Miles  Standish 
and  others,  became  early  settlers  of  the  town  of 
Bridgewater,  Mass.  He  was  an  elder  in  the  church, 
and  often  took  the  pastor's  place. 

Nathaniel  Brett,  son  of  William  and  Margaret, 
married  Sarah,  daughter  of  John  Hayward. 

Seth  Brett,  son  of  Nathaniel  and  Sarah,  mar- 
ried Sarah  Alden,  daughter  of  Isaac  Alden. 

Samuel  Brett,  son  of  Seth  and  Sarah,  married 
Hannah,  daughter  of  David  Packard. 

William  Brett,  son  of  Samuel  and  Hannah, 
married  Molly,  daughter  of  Ezra  Allen. 

Cyrus  Brett,  son  of  William  and  Molly,  the 
father  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  was  born  Oct. 
18,  1789,  in  North  Bridgewater,  :\Iass.  He  mar- 
ried Mary  \Vinchester,  who  was  born  in  1802  in 
Boston.  Mass.  From  1836  to  1856,  Mr.  Brett  was 
a  successful  dealer,  in  Baltimore,  Md.,  in  the  line  of 
gents'  furnishing  goods,  but  coming  troubles  warned 
him  of  business  disturbance,  and  he  wisely  closed 
out  his  interests,  and  returned  North,  dying  in  New 
Haven,  Dec.  30,  1864,  his  wife  having  passed  away 
but  little  more  than  one  month  previously,  on 
Nov.  9. 

Edward  Payson  Brett  was  born  Sept.  12,  1837, 
at  Baltimore,  Md.,  where  he  spent  his  early  school 
days.  In  March,  1855,  he  came  to  New  Ha'ven  and 
began  work,  as  an  apprentice,  with  Bristol  &  Mer- 
win.  builders,  on  Artisian  street,  working  for  them 
until  1863,  when  he  formed  a  partnership  with 
Horace  Hubbell.  They  continued  in  business  to- 
gether until  1867,  when  the  partnership  was  dis- 
solved. In  1869  Mr.  Brett  entered  into  partnership 
with  Charles  E.  Brown,  and  they  continued  to- 
gether until  1880.  From  1882  to  1884  Mr.  Brett 
had  as  a  partner  C.  ;\I.  Manning,  but  for  the  past 
seventeen  years  has  been  alone.  Mr.  Brett  has 
built  many  of  the  dwelling  houses  in  New  Haven, 
and  was  entrusted  with  the  work  for  the  Winchester 
factory.  He  is  one  of  the  most  extensive  jobbers  in 
New  Haven.  For  the  past  ten  years  he  has  also 
engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  boxes.  He  is  noted 
for  his  industry  and  activity,  as  well  as  for  his  high 
sense  of  honor  in  business  dealings.  On  Dec.  24, 
1866,  Mr.  Brett  was  married  to  Harriet  J.  Crossley, 
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who  was  born  Dec.  25,  1842,  at  TarifFville.  Conn.. 
<laugliter  of  Thomas  Crossley,  of  ^liddlctown, 
Gmn.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Brett  have  had  children  as 
follows:  Mary  and  Hattie,  who  died  in  infancy; 
Lulu,  who  is  a  graduate  of  the  Connecticut  State 
Normal  School,  at  New  Haven,  and  is  a  teacher  in 
that  city ;  Edna  P.,  a  graduate  of  Hillhouse  High 
School,  at  New  Haven :  Thomas  C,  a  graduate  of 
Sheffield  Scientific  School,  clas«  of  1896,  and  now 
secretary  of  the  Yale  Safe  and  Iron  Co.,  of  New 
Haven ;  and  William  \V.,  also  of  that  city.  Since 
the  spring  of  1S81  the  family  home  has  been  in  Gil- 
bert avenue.  ]\Ir.  Brett  is  a  Mason,  holding  mem- 
bership in  Wooster  Lodge  No.  70,  and  is  a  member 
of  the  L'nited  Congregational  Church,  of  New  Hav- 
en. In  politics  he  is  a  Republican,  and  his  first 
Presidential  vote  was  cast  for  Lincoln. 

ELLSWORTH  B.  COOPER,  the  well-known 
and  popular  town  clerk  and  treasurer  of  Hamden, 
is  a  native  of  that  town,  born  in  Centerville,  Sept. 
25,  1838. 

Charles  Cooper,  his  father,  was  born  in  the  town 
of  Hamden,  Jan.  29,  1798,  a  son  of  Ezra  Cooper, 
and  during  his  youth  learned  the  blacksmith's  trade, 
which  he  followed  in  New  Haven  for  some  time. 
Going  subsequently  to  Whitne^Tille  he  was  em- 
ployed in  the  gun  factor}'  there  until  about  1836 
or  '27,  and,  after  leaving  the  gun  factory,  built 
a  blacksmith  shop  at  Centerville,  where  he  followed 
his  trade  for  twelve  or  fifteen  years.  He  resided 
at  Centerville  for  many  years  before  his  death, 
which  occurred  Feb.  Ii,  1872.  He  married  Laura 
Cadwell,  wlio  was  born  Oct.  8.  1807,  on  the  Pardee 
homestead  in  Centerville,  in  the  same  house  where 
our  subject's  birth  occurred.  She  was  a  daughter 
of  Elizur  and  Esther  (Pardee)  Cadwell  (the  latter 
a  daughter  of  Joseph  and  Esther  Pardee),  and  died 
Feb.  6,  1879,  srid  was  buried  in  Centerville  ceme- 
tery, where  her  husband  also  rests.  Elizur  Cad- 
well came  from  Durham,  Conn.,  to  Centerville, 
where  he  followed  his  trade,  that  of  blacksmith. 
In  the  family  of  Charles  and  Laura  Cooper  were 
five  children  of  whom  two  grew  to  adult  age. 
Charles  Whitney,  the  eldest,  was  born  in  1836.  and 
served  one  year  as  a  soldier  in  the  Civil  war,  having 
enlisted  in  1861,  in  Company  K,  6th  Conn.  V.  T. : 
he  has  never  married  and  is  now  a  resident  of 
Centerville.  Charles  Cooper  was  a  Democrat  in 
political  faith,  and  took  a  deep  interest  in  his  party's 
success,  but  he  was  in  no  sense  a  politician.  Mrs. 
Cooper  was  a  member  of  the  Episcopal  Church. 

Ellsworth  B.  Cooper  acquired  his  primary  edu- 
cation in  the  district  schools  of  Hamden,  which  he 
attended  until  185 1,  and  then  entered  a  select  school 
conducted  by  Miss  Elizabeth  H.  Dickerman.  where 
he  remained  two  years  (this  school  was  at  the  pres- 
ent location  of  Mt.  Carmel  Children's  Home). 
Subsequently  he  was  a  student  in  the  North  Haven 
Academy  under  Miss  Eunice  Linsley.  and  later  at- 
tended  Stiles    French's    boarding    school   in  Wall 
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'  street  in  New  Haven.   In  1858  he  commenced  tcach- 
I   ing,  and  successfully  followed  that  profession   for 
■  several  years,  in  the  public  schools  of  North  Bran- 
j   ford,  North  Haven  and  Hamden.     In  1867  he  was 
j  assistant  teacher  in   Rev.   H.  H.   Noble's  boarding 
'  school,  of  Brook-field,  Litchfield  Co.,  Conn.,  and  the 
following  year  taught  at  Mt.  Carmel.     In  1871  Mr. 
']   Cooper  commenced  clerking  in  the  store  of  E-neas 
Warner,  of  Centerville,  and  remained  with  him  until 
;   1877.     In  1876  he  was  elected  town  clerk  and  treas- 
[  urer  of  Hamden,  which  offices  he  most  creditably 
I  and  satisfactorily  filled  until  November,  1900,  when 
he  resigned  the  position  of  treasurer,  but  he  still 
continues  to  serve  as  town  clerk. 
I  iMr.  Cooper  was  married  Oct.  9,  1889,  to  Miss 

Julia  A.   Culver,  of   North   Haven,  a  daughter  of 
j   Samuel  Culver,  and  a  successful  teacher  in  North 
I  Haven  and  Wallingford,  Conn.  In  December,  1874, 
'  our  subject  joined  Day  Spring  Lodge,  No.  30,  F.  & 
i  A.  AI.   Politically  he  is  indeoendent.   As  a  citizen  he 
!  ever  stands  ready  to  discharge  all  duties  devolving 
i  upon  him,  and  the  best  years  of  his  life  have  been 
devoted  to  the   interests  of  his  town  and  county. 
A   most   courteous,    obliging    official     whose    com- 
petency   and    efficiency    may   be    judged    from    the 
length  of  his  service  in  town  office,   few  men  are 
better  known  throughout  the  community,  or  have 
more  warm  friends  than  Ellsworth  B.  Cooper. 

KENDRICK  HAR\'EY  SIMONS,  the  well 
known  contractor  and  builder  of  Waterbury.  Conn., 
was  born  in  Sandisfield,  Berkshire  Co.,  Mass., 
March  11,  1838. 

Sylvanus  Simons,  his  grandfather,  was  a  farmer 
in  Massachusetts,  where  several  of  the  Simons 
brothers  had  settled  at  a  point  then  called  "Simons 
Pond,''  and  there  he  reared  a  family  of  seven  chil- 
dren, of  whom  we  have  the  following  record :  Solo- 
mon was  a  farmer,  and  reared  a  large  family,  most 
of  whom  went  to  Ohio,  in  which  State  he,  too, 
passed  the  latter  years  of  his  life;  Harvey  was  the 
father  of  our  subject ;  Hiram  was  a  farmer ;  Daniel 
and  Philip  also  followed  the  same  calling;  Mary 
was  the  next  in  order  of  birth ;  and  Eunice  was 
the  youngest. 

Harvey  Simons,  his  father,  was  a  native  of 
Sandisfield,  Mass.  (just  over  the  Connecticut  line), 
born  June  13,  1795,  and  his  death  occurred 
Dec.  4,  1877.  He  was  reared  a  farmer.  His  wife, 
who  was  Dianthy  Bailey,  a  daughter  of  Andrew 
Bailey,  a  Massachusetts  farmer,  died  at  the  age  of 
fifty-two  years,  the  mother  of  four  children,  viz. : 
Darwin,  who  was  a  soldier  of  the  Civil  war.  and  is 
now  a  mechanic  in  Waterbury:  Juliaette,  widow  of 
Hiram  .Andrews,  late  of  Norfolk.  Conn. ;  .\ndrew 
B.  and  Kendrick  H..  both  mentioned  below. 

Andrew  B.  Simons  was  born  in  Goshen.  Conn.. 
.\pril  2,  1833,  and  like  his  younger  brother,  Ken- 
drick H.,  is  a  carpenter  and  builder.,  He  lived  on 
his  father's  farm  in  ]\Iassachusetts  until  seventeen 
vears  of  age,  and  then  came  to  Connecticut,  where 


M     ■  ■  ■  1  . 


98o 


COMMEMORATIVE   BIOGRAPHICAL   RECORD. 


under  Joseph  Bunnell  at  Winsted,  Litchfield  Co., 
he  learned  the  carpenter's  trade.  He  remained  with 
Mr.  Bunnell  two  or  three  years,  and  then  worked  in 
Torrington,  Ansonia,  Bridgeport,  and  other  places 
until  1852,  when  he  came  to  W'aterbury,  where  he 
has  since  been  actively  engaged  as  a  contractor  and 
builder,  with  the  exception  of  two  years  passed  in 
the  Pennsylvania  oil  regions.  During  this  period 
of  over  half  a  century  he  erected,  for  three  or  four 
years,  150  houses  per  year,  many  of  them  at  a  coft 
of  $15,000  each.  In  1865  he  moved  to  his  present 
place  in  the  southern  part  of  W'aterbury,  which,  in 
his  honor,  is  now  called  Simonsville,  he  having 
been  the  principal  factor  in  developing  that  part  of 
the  city.  In  1854,  Andrew  B.  Simons  married 
Julia  Ann  Taylor,  who  was  born  in  Willimantic, 
Conn.,  a  daughter  of  John  Taylor.  Two  children 
have  blessed  this  union:  Charles  H.,  a  carpenter; 
and  Ida,  who  is  married  to  George  E.  Shay,  of 
Woodbury.  In  politics  Mr.  Simons  was  formerly  a 
Democrat,  as  was  his  father,  but  after  the  Civil  war 
he  became  an  ardent  Republican.  Although  he  has 
been  foreman  of  Fire  Company  Xo.'  i.  and  also  first 
assistant  of  the  fire  department,  he  has  not  escaped 
the  devastation  of  the  tiery  hend.  and  within  two 
months  lost  twenty  tenements  through  its  malevo- 
lence. Mr.  Simons  is  a  member  of  Harmony  Lodge, 
No.  42,  F.  &  A.  M..  of  Waterburv.  With  his  fam- 
ily he  attends  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  by 
the  members  of  which  they  are  all  most  highly  es- 
'teemed,  as  well  as  bv  society  at  large.  Mr.  Simons 
is  a  public-spirited  man  in  the  broad  sense  of  the 
word. 

Kendrick  H.  Simons  was  reared  on  the  Sandis- 
field  homestead  until  sixteen  years  of  age,  then 
came  to  Connecticut  and  for  two  years  worked  in 
a  cutlery  factory  at  Winsted.  In  1857  he  came  to 
Waterbury  and  learned  the  carpenter's  trade  with 
his  brother  Andrew  B.  Simons.  At  this  trade  he 
worked  as  a  journeyman  about  fifteen  years.  He 
spent  the  year  1865  in  Titusville.  Pa., at  that  time  the 
principal  center  of  petroleum  oil,  and  began  then  to 
contract  and  build  on  his  personal  account.  Being 
artistic  and  skillful,  he  has  met  with  unusual  success, 
and  many  of  the  more  elegant,  as  well  as  the  ordin- 
ary, buildings  that  dot  the  streets  of  Waterbury 
and  its  suburbs,  attest  his  mastership  of  his  trade. 

On  Jan.  3,  1866,  Kendrick  H.  Simons  married 
Maria  Antoinette  Xeal.a  native  of  Burlington, Hart- 
ford county.  Conn.,  and  a  daughter  of  Ira  T.  Xeal, 
of  'VVinsted,  Conn.  Two  children  were  born  of  this 
union:  Herbert  A.,  who  died  at  the  age  of  four 
years;  and  Irving  X.,  who  passed  away  at  the  age 
of  twenty-six,  when  he  had  nearly  completed  his 
studies  in  the  medical  department  of  the  University 
of  Pennsylvania.  The  latter  had  married  Aug.  15, 
1895,  Miss  Emma  Michaux.  who  with  one  child, 
Mildred  X.,  survives  him.  In  politics  Mr.  Simons 
is  a  Republican,  and  in  religious  belief  both  he  and 
his  wife  are  members  of  the  Advent  Church. 

Ira  T.  N^eal  was  of  Scotch  extraction,  and  his  oc- 


cupation was  that  of  a  mechanic.  He  married 
Rachel  M.  Bradley,  who  bore  him  three  children: 
(jeorge  W'.,  deceased:  Jane  M..  wife  of  Charles  C. 
Lathrop,  of  Bridgeport;  and  Maria  Antoinette,  wife 
of  Kendrick  H.  Simons.  Mr.  Xeal  passed  away 
June  14,  1880,  and  his  wife  survived  until  June- 
17,  1893,  when  she,  too,  entered  into  rest. 

EDWIX  SOMERS  PARMELEE,  one  of  the 
progressive  business  men  of  Wallingford,  Xew  Ha- 
ven Co.,  Conn.,  and  Thomasville.  X.  C,  was  born 
April  16,  1834,  in  Southbury,  Xew  Haven  county. 

Walter  Parmelee,  his  father,  was  born  X'ov.  12, 
1808,  in  Xewtown,  Conn.,  and  died  Dec.  7,  1886, 
in  the  city  of  Wallingford.  He  was  a  wagonmaker, 
and  followed  that  occupation  throughout  life.  In 
1881  he  retired  from  active  life  and  came  to  Wall- 
ingford, to  spend  his  remaining  years  with  his  sons. 
Previous  to  his  coming  to  this  city  lie  had  a  little 
wagon  shop  in  Southbury,  and  always  had  been  a 
very  active  and  industrious  man.  In  1828  Mr. 
Parmelee  married  Miss  Harriet  Dikeman,  of  Xew- 
town. Both  were  members  of  the  Episcopal  Church, 
and  in  later  years  attended  the  Methodist  Chapel 
at  Southville.  A  Democrat,  and  very  well  informed 
in  current  questions,  Mr.  Parmelee  was,  howevei, 
too  much  pressed  with  businesss  cares  to  take  much, 
interest  in  the  machinery  of  the  party  organization. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Parmelee  were  the  parents  of  two 
children,  Edwin  S.  and  Bruce  Leavenworth,  the- 
latter  at  present  living  in  Wallingford. 

Amos  Parmelee,  the  father  of  Walter  Parmelee_ 
was  a  wagonmaker ;  he  married  Mary  Somers,  and 
lived  in  'Xewtown,  Conn.  Xoah  Parmelee.  father 
of  Amos,  came  from  England,  and  was  a  manufact- 
urer of  saddle  trees.  He  married  a  Scotch  woman. 
The  Parmelees  have  always  been  woodworkers. 

Edwin  Somers  Parmelee  acquired  his  education 
in  the  common  schools  of  his  native  town,  and  on- 
leaving  school  went  into  his  father's  shop  to  learn 
wagonmaking.  When  he  was  twenty-three  he  left 
home,  and  went  to  Xaugatuck  to  take  the  position- 
of  foreman  in  the  factory  of  the  Xaugatuck  Wheel 
Co.  There  he  remained  until  i860,  when  he  pur- 
chased a  piece  of  timber  land  in  Southbury,  and 
began  to  make  heavy  wagons  and  carts.  In  1864^ 
he  bought  a  wheel  factory,  and  a  farm  in  Wood- 
bury, where  he  was  busily  employed  until  1872,  in 
which  year  the  factory  was  destroyed  by  fire.  Short- 
ly after  this  catastrophe  Mr.  Parmelee,  in  company 
with  his  brother-in-law,  Bryant  A.  Treat,  purchased 
the  Xaugatuck  Wheel  Co.,  and  became  president 
thereof.  Thev  conducted  the  plant  very  successfully 
until  187S.  when  it  was  removed  to  Wallingford  in- 
connection  with  the  Wallingford  Wheel  Co.,  which 
they  had  purchased  some  two  years  before.  On 
Mav  30,  1888.  the  Wallingford  factory  was  struck 
bv  lightning,  and  entirely  destroyed  by  fire.  Mr. 
Parmelee  sold  his  interest  to  the  American  Wheel 
Co.,  and  retired  from  the  business  before  it  was 
resumed.     The  same  year  he  bought  the  Thomas- 
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ville  (N.  C. )   Spoke  Works,  and  the  next  vear  the  ! 
Xeu-ton    (N.    C.)    Spoke    &    Handle    Works.      He  I 
i-ondiicted  both  until  1S98.  when  they  were  consoli- 
dated at  Thomasville.  where  he  is  still  engagjed  in  j 
business.      About    seventy-tive    men    are    employed  i 
in  the  works  at  Thomasville.     Mr.  Pannelee  is  also 
largelv  interested  in  native  lumber,  and  in  this  line 
"■ives  emplovment  to  quite  a  number. 

On  Sept.  14,  1859,  Mr.  Parmelee  was  married 
to  Miss  ^Iarv  A.  Treat,  of  Oxford,  a  daughter  of 
Atwater  Treat,  and  a  direct  descendant  of  Gov. 
Treat.  Their  children  are  as  follows:  (i)  Jennie 
M.,  born  Aug.  4,  1862.  was  married  Oct.  6,  1880, 
to  Seymour  G.  Baldwin,  a  wholesale  lumber  dealer 
of  Wallingford,  son  of  the  late  Dr.  \"incent  Bald- 
win, of  Wallingford.  They  have  had  the  following 
children — Mary  E.,  born  Sept.  30,  1884;  Walter  P., 
born  June  13,  1889:  Elizabeth  G.,  born  Aug.  26, 
1892  :  and  Edwin  Seymour,  born  July  21.  1881  (died 
Oct.  28,  1881).  (2)  Hattie  Elizabeth,  born  June 
2,  1865,  married  Aug.  30,  1893,  Robert  C.  Canby, 
3l  native  of  Philadelphia.  Mr.  Canby  is  a  metallui- 
gist,  and  has  charge  of  a  smelter  in  San-Luis-Potosi, 
^Mexico,  the  largest  in  that  country.  (3)  Mary  Re- 
"becca,  born  June  22,  1868.  is  now  bookkeeper  in 
the  office  of  her  father's  spoke  works  at  Thomas- 
ville. (4)  Eva  Treat,  born  Xov.  11,  1874,  is,  at 
"home.  (5)  Sarah  Edwina.  born  Aug.  30,  1881.  is 
at  present  taking  a  finishing  course  in  German  and 
French  in  Coburg,  Germany.  Mr.  Parmelee  was 
"born  and  bred  a  Democrat,  but  he  is  unalterably  op- 
posed to  the  ratio  of  16  to  i.  The  entire  family 
are  members  of  St.  Paul's  Episcopal  Church. 

JUDGE  JAMES  R.  CAMPBELL  is  one  of  the 
most  favorably  known  citizens  of  the  town  of  Wall- 
ingford, where  he  holds  the  position  of  Deputy 
Judge  of  Wallingford  Police  Court.  He  was  born 
in  Windham,  X.  H..  Xov.  14,  1829,  and  belongs  to 
the  celebrated  Scotch  Campbells.  For  hundreds  of 
Tears  the  various  generations  of  this  family  have 
l>een  conspicuous  in  Scotland.  Among  the  stoutest 
followers  of  Oliver  Cromwell,  they  were  given  a 
tract  of  land  in  Derry,  Ireland,  which  they  aban- 
doned after  the  restoration  of  Charles  H,  and  came 
to  Xew  Hampshire,  where  many  of  their  descend- 
ants may  still  be  found.  Some  have  penetrated  into 
other  parts  of  the  United  States,  and  wherever  they 
have  gone,  their  upright,  honorable  and  industrious 
lives  have  done  credit  to  the  Xew  Hampshire  Camp- 
tells. 

Henry  Campbell,  born  in  Ireland,  located  in  the 
Derry  colony  in  Xew  Hampshire,  and  took  an 
active  part  in  the  French  and  Indian  war.  He  be- 
<ame  the  father  of  five  children  :  (  i )  Daniel,  born 
in  Windham,  X.  H..  in  1737.  became  a  land  owner. 
and  there  died.  (2)  John,  born  1747.  served  in 
the  Revolution,  and  died  in  1823.  He  married 
^loUy  Campliell.  (3)  Jane  Hvlands.  (4)  Sophia 
L.     (5)  David. 

David  Campbell,  born  in  Windham,   X'.   H.,  in 


1757,  died  March  11,  1830.  He  was  a  farmer  and 
mill  owner,  and  erected  the  first  carding  mill  in  that 
part  of  the  State.  .\  soldier  in  the  Continental 
army,  he  served  at  the  battles  of  Bunker  Hill.  Long 
Island  and  Bennington,  being  twice  wounded  at 
Bunger  Hill,  and  also  in  the  Cherry  \"alley  cam- 
paign. Elizabeth  Dickey,  his  wife,  became  the 
mother  of  the  following  children  :  ( i )  Rachel, 
who  died  single;  (2)  Mar)-;  (3)  Martha,  who  mar- 
ried and  lived  in  Francestown,  X.  H. :  (4)  David, 
who  was  twice  married,  first  to  Mary  Marden,  and, 
second  to  Mehitable  Marden:  (5)  James:  (6)  Han- 
nah, who  married  James  Clark  Cloyd ;  (7)  John. 
John  Campbell  was  born  July  17,  1803,  was  edu- 
cated in  the  common  schools,  and  was  reared  a 
farmer  boy.  Much  success  attended  his  labors  and 
he  spent  his  last  years  in  Xashua.  An  active  and 
devoted  Methodist,  he  was  a  trustee  of  the  church 
and  a  faithfuul  worker  for  its  advancement.  Mr. 
Campbell  was  also  deeply  interested  in  school  mat- 
ters, and  was  a  strong  advocate  of  public  education. 
In  politics  he  was  a  \\  big.  (Jn  May  29,  1828,  John 
Campbell  was  married  to  Hannah  Pierson,  who 
was  born  in  Xashua,  a  daughter  of  Captain  Joshua 
Pierson.  To  this  imion  were  born  four  children : 
James  R.,  born  Xov.  14,  1829;  Charles;  Caroline; 
John. 

James  R.  Campbell  attended  the  public  schools 
of  Xashua,  and  for  two  and  a  half  years  was  a 
student  in  the  engineering  department  of  the  West 
Point  Military  Academy,  but  was  compelled  by  his 
ill  health  to  give  up  the  course.  In  1852  Mr. 
Campbell  removed  to  Yonkers,  X.  Y.,  where  he  en- 
gaged in  the  contracting  business  :n  company  with 
Deboise  &  Hendrick,  dock  and  bridge  builders,  re- 
maining with  them  until  1865.  That  year,  again 
consulting  his  health,  which  had  failed  him,  he  came 
to  Wallingford,  and  bought  the  farm  on  which  his 
home  is  now-  made.  For  a  number  of  years  he  was 
engaged  in  manufacturing,  and  in  1878  became  in- 
terested in  a  brown-stone  quarrv,  to  which  he  gave 
his  attention  for  sixteen  )-ears,  when  he  retired  from 
everv  kind  of  business  interests  except  his  farm. 

Judge  Campbell  is  a  man  well  known  in  Wall- 
ingford for  his  upright  character  and  genial  man- 
mer.  He  is  much  respected  in  the  community,  and 
has  been  a  leader  in  every  kind  of  forward  move- 
ment. To  the  schools  especially  does  he  give  a 
willing  service,  serving  on  the  Central  District  Com- 
mittee, and  on  the  building  committees  of  the 
Colony  Street  School  and  the  High  School. 

Judge  Campbell  was  married  Xov.  28,  1852,  to 

Jane   Barnes,  who  was  born   in   Litchfield,   X.   H., 

a   daughter   of     Reuben     and     Rebecca     (Martin) 

Barnes,   and  a  granddaughter    of    Joseph    Barnes 

(  who  was  a  physician  and  surgeon  in  the  war  of  the 

Revolution),  and  of  Dr.  .Amos  Martin  (who  served 

in  the  war  of  1812).     To  this  union  were  born  the 

I  following  children :      (  i )    Charles,  born  in  March, 

j  1855,  died  .April  3,  1879.      (2)  Ida  E.,  born  July  20, 

I  1857,  married  Dec.  27,  1877,  Rev.  L.  E.  Rockwell, 
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a  Methodist  minister,  of  Portland,  Oregon,  and  has 
one  son,  Foster,  born  in  September,  1880.  (3) 
Jennie,  born  jNIay  29,  1869,  was  educated  in  the 
Wallingford  schools  and  at  Smith  College,  grad- 
uating from  the  latter  in  June.  i8g^  ;she  also  studied 
one  year  in  the  graduate  school  at  Yale  College, 
giving  special  attention  to  the  classics.  At  tlie 
present  time  she  is  teaching  Greek  and  Latin  in  the 
Wallingford  High  School,  and  her  work  there  is 
highly  appreciated.  Mrs.  Rockwell  was  also  a 
teacher  before  her  marriage. 

Mrs.  Campbell  taught  school  wlien  a  young 
woman,  and  is  a  lady  of  education  and  refinement. 
Much  devoted  to  her  husband  and  family,  she  is 
a  consistent  Christian  woman.  ^Ir.  Campbell  is  a 
Republican,  and  a  stanch  party  man,  but  has  never 
had  a  hungsr  for  political  position.  He  was  elected 
Deputy  Judge  in  1897.  For  twenty  years  he  has 
been  a  trustee  of  the  Yalesville  ^Methodist  Church, 
.to  which  his  wife  and  daughters  also  belong.  Since 
185 1  Judge  Campbell  has  been  a  member  of  the  Odd 
Fellows. 

HOX.  GRO\'E  J.  TUTTLE,  who.  for  a  quarter 
of  a  century  and  more,  has  been  a  member  of 
the  New  Haven  County  Bar.  and  a  useful  citizen 
in  his  community,  has  descended  from  one  of  the 
Colony  who  settled  Xew  Haven,  in  1639. 

William  Tuttle,  the  emigrant  ancestor  of  Grove 
J.  Tuttle,  with  his  wife  Elizabeth  and  three  chil- 
dren, sailed  in  the  ship  "Planter"  from  London, 
England,  to  Xew  Erigland,  in  1630.  landing  at  Bos- 
ton, and  later  were  of  the  colony  which  settled  Xew 
■  Haven,  in  1639.  From  this  William  Tuttle,  our 
subject,  is  a  descendant  in  the  seventh  generation, 
his  line  being  through  Jonathan,  Xathaniel,  Xathan- 
iel  (2),  Jesse  and  Jesse  Tuttle  (2). 

Jonathan  Tuttle,  son  of  William,  the  emigrant, 
baptized  in  Charlestown,  Mass.,  in  1637.  married 
Rebecca,  a  daughter  of  Lieut.  Francis  Bell,  of  Stam- 
ford. Mr.  Tuttle  began  a  settlement  near  the  Quin- 
nipiac  river  in  what  is  now  the  southern  part  of  the 
town  of  X'orth  Haven,  in  about  1670,  and  built  a 
bridge  over  the  river  which  was  long  known  as 
Tuttle's  bridge.     He  died  in  1705. 

X'athaniel  Tuttle,  son  of  Jonathan,  born  in  1676, 
married  Esther  Blakeslee,  and  died  in  1728.  Xa- 
thaniel Tuttle  (2),  son  of  Xathaniel,  born  in  1714, 
married  first  in  1737,  ^lary,  a  daughter  of  Josiah 
Todd,  who  died  in  1742;  and  second  he  married 
Abigail  Ingham. 

Jesse  Tuttle,  son  of  X'athaniel  (2),  born  in  1750, 
married  first  Lucy,  daughter  of  Samuel  and  Mary 
(Ailing)  Dickerman,  of  Hamden,  and  second, 
Eunice  Gilbert.  Mr.  Tuttle  was  chosen  tything- 
man  of  Hamden  for  the  year  1794;  grand  juror  m 
1798;  one  of  the  surveyors  of  highways,  in  1803: 
and  a  selectman,  in  1805,  i8o(5,  1807  and  1808;  and 
as  representative  in  General  Assembly  for  several 
terms.  He  died  in  Hamden,  in  1849. 
i       .  Jesse  Tuttle  (2),  son  of  Jesse,  of  Hamden,  and 


the  father  of  Hon.  Grove  J.  Tuttle,  of  X^ew  Haven, 
was  born  Aug.  18,  1802,  and  first  married  Dec,  29, 
1825,  Dencey  R.,  daughter  of  John  B.  Johnson,  of 
Wallingford.  She  died  in  1840,  and  his  second 
marriage  took  place  ^lay  i,  1842,  to  Lucinda, 
daughter  of  Willoughby  Williams,  of  Wallingford. 
To  the  first  marriage  were  born  John,  Lucy  and 
Charles  R.,  and  to  the  second  marriage,  Dwight  W . 
and   Grove  J. 

Grove  J.  Tuttle  was  born  in  the  town  of  Wall- 
ingford, Conn.,  April  2,  1851.  His  early  educa- 
tion was  acquired  in  the  public  schools  of  X^ew 
Haven,  and  in  the  High  school  of  that  city  and 
then  he  entered  upon  the  study  of  law,  under  the 
direction  of  Charles  H.  Fowler,  and  was  admitted 
to  the  bar  in  Xew  Haven,  in  1874,  and  has  since 
been  actively  engaged  in  the  practice  of  his  pro- 
fession in  that  city,  meeting  with  deserved  success. 

Mr.  Tuttle  has  held  various  local  offices  in  a 
manner  creditable  to  himself,  and  satisfactory  to  his 
fellow-citizens.  A  number  of  times  ( 1879,  1886 
and  1893)  he  has  ably  represented  his  town  in  the 
General  Assembly  of  the  State.  For  twenty-five 
years,  Mr.  Tuttle  has  been  an  efficient  member  of 
the  school  board  of  which  he  has  been  president  for 
ten  years ;  for  twenty-five  years  also  has  been  jus- 
tice of  the  peace :  three  terms  he  nas  served  as  grand 
juror;  and  was  appointed  county  auditor  for  1893- 

1894.  He  held  the  office  of  prosecuting  agent  for 
X'ew  Haven  County  for  two  years,  from  1893  until 

1895.  In  1898  he  was  the  Democratic  candidate  for 
State  Senator  from  the  Seventh  district,  ?.nd  though 
defeated  reduced  the  Republican  majority  from 
2621   in   1896,  to  880  in   1898. 

On  June  8,  1887,  Mr.  Tuttle  was  married  to 
Miss  Emma  J.,  daughter  of  Eber  and  Almira 
Downs,  of  Xew  Haven,  the  former  of  whom  was 
formerly  a  farmer  of  Woodbridge,  and  died  at  the 
age  of  fifty  years;  the  mother  died  in  1901,  aged 
eighty  years.  Mrs.  Tuttle  has  one  sister,  now  the 
wife  of  L.  W.  Hotchkiss.  of  Shelton.  Socially  he  is 
popular  in  Adelphi  Lodge,  F.  &  A.  M.,  and  is 
considered  one  of  the  leading  men  in  Xew  Haven. 

CAPT.  OLIVER  X.  BROOKS,  one  of  the  old- 
est and  most  respected  citizens  of  the  town  of  Guil- 
ford, and  a  member  of  the  Legislature,  was  born  in 
West  Brook,  Conn.,  Feb.  7,  1822,  a  son  of  Xathan 
Brooks.  Simeon  Brooks,  an  uncle  of  the  Captain, 
was  a  prominent  manufacturer  in  the  town  of 
Chester. 

Xathan  Brooks  was  a  stone-cutter  by  trade.  He 
married  Xancy  A.  Clark,  a  daughter  of  Joseph 
j  Clark,  a  farmer  in  Chester,  who  was  a  soldier  irr 
j  the  Revolutionary  war,  and  a  man  of  much  char- 
acter and  ability.  After  marriage  X'athan  Brooks 
I  was  located  for  a  time  at  Westbrook,  but  after- 
I  ward  removed  to  Killingworth,  where  he  followed 
j  his  trade  for  many  years.  In  1839  he  located  at 
I  Guilford,  where  he  made  his  home  until  his  death 
I  at   the    ripe   age   of   eighty-eight   years,   and   was 
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buried  in  the  Guilford  cemetery.  He  was  a  Demo- 
crat in  early  life,  but  in  his  last  years  was  a  Re- 
publican. ^I^3.  Nathan  Brooks  also  died  in  Guil- 
ford and  was  buried  in  the  same  cemetery.  The 
few  who  are  alive  to  remember  her  speak  well  of 
her  as  a  woman  of  high  character  and  religious 
faith.  She  was  the  mother  of  thirteen  children, 
three  of  whom  died  in  infancy.  Those  who  lived 
to  maturity  are  the  following:  (i)  Julius  died  in 
1849.  (2)  Zera  C.  resides  in  Derby,  Conn.,  at  the 
age  of  eighty-one  years.  (3)  Roxanna  M.,  the 
widow  of  George  H.  Chapman,  of  Saybrook.  for 
many  years  a  merchant  in  Boston,  is  living  in  Win- 
chester, ]Mass.  (4)  Capt.  Oliver  N.  (5)  Eliza  F. 
is  the  widow  of  James  H.  Prince,  of  Winchester, 
]\Iass.  (6)  Laura  A.  married  Frederick  H.  Fowler, 
and  both  are  deceased.  (7)  John  G.  was  drowned 
in  Nebraska  in  1859,  '^vhile  on  his  way  to  California. 
(8)  Julia  A.  married  Richard  H.  Woodward,  a  real- 
estate  man  in  Long  Branch,  N.  J.  (9)  Cynthia  E. 
married  Erastus  H.  Cusbv.  (10)  Frances  E.  mar- 
ried R.  H.  Chipman,  a  coal  dealer  in  New  York, 
who  has  his  home  in  Philadelphia. 

Capt.  Oliver  N.  Brooks  removed  with  his  par- 
ents to  Clinton  when  he  was  four  years  old,  and 
there  attended  the  public  school  and  the  academy. 
When  thirteen  years  of  age  he  went  out  as  a  cabin 
boy  with  Capt.  Eldikin,  on  board  the  schooner 
"Planet,"  making  a  short  voyage  from  Clinton  to 
Philadelphia  to  take  on  a  coal  cargo  for  New 
Haven.  From  this  humble  beginning  he  worked 
himself  up  in  rank  to  a  position  as  commander  and 
master,  when  he  was  only  nineteen  years  old.  At 
that  early  age  he  was  perfectly  competent  to  com- 
mand a  vessel,  and  the  first  in  his  charge  was  the 
sloop  "Ostrich."  For  eleven  years  he  commanded 
different  vessels  in  the  Atlantic  coast-wise  trade. 
In  185 1  Capt.  Brooks  was  appointed  keeper  of  the 
Faulkners  Island  Lighthouse,  receiving  his  appoint- 
m.ent  from  TJiomas  Corwin,  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury, and  for  thirty-one  years  he  was  always  at  his 
post  of  duty,  and  rendered  valiant  service  in  the  res- 
cue and  service  of  those  imperilled  by  wind  and 
water.  During  his  long  term  of  activity  over  one 
hundred  vessels  were  stranded  near  the  Island ;  in 
seventy-one  of  these  disasters,  eight  of  which  were 
total  wrecks,  Capt.  Brooks  rendered  valuable  as- 
sistance in  an  open  boat,  often  at  the  great  peril 
of  his  life.  One  noble  rescue  he  effected  was  that 
of  the  crew  of  the  schooner  "Moses  F.  Webb," 
which  went  ashore  on  Goose  Island  on  Nov.  23, 
1858.  Single  handed  and  alone  he  rescued  the  crew, 
and  his  daring  eft'orts  won  the  applause  of  the  whole 
country.  Many  -valuable  and  touching  letters  and 
testimonials  were  sent  him,  and  are  now  preserved 
as  valuable  mementoes  of  a  noble  deed. 

From  the  Life  Saving  Benevolent  Association 
of  New  York  he  received  a  letter  of  ardent  appre- 
ciation, accompanying  the  bestowal  of  a  gold  medal, 
only  bestowed  where  "Life  has  been  exposed  in 
saving   life,"    which   was    signed   by    Daniel   Lord, 


the  vice-president  of  the  association.  The  medal 
bears  this  inscription:  "Presented  to  Oliver  N. 
Brooks,  keeper  of  the  Faulkners  Island  Light,  for 
rescuing  with  great  courage  and  humanity  four 
lives  from  the  wreck  of  the  schooner  Moses  F. 
Webb,  on  tiie  23rd  of  November,  A.  D.  1858."  The 
value  of  this  medal  was  fifty  dollars,  and  its  weight 
forty  dollars. 

From  the  citizens  of  New  Haven  he  received  the 
following  letter,  bearing  date  Dec.  6,   1858: 

"Impressed  by  the  account  of  your  braverv  on 
the  23rd  of  November,  1858,  in  rescuing  five  per- 
sons from  the  wreck  of  the  schooner  Moses  F. 
Webb,  at  the  hazard  of  your  own  life,  we  have  pro- 
cured the  accompanying  testimonial  of  our  admira- 
tion of  your  courage  and  your  humanity.  We 
present  your  wife  the  salver  and  tea  set,  your  chil- 
dren the  cups  and  napkin  rings,  and  yourself  the 
purse  containing  $126,  in  the  hope  that  your  ex- 
ample may  encourage  others  to  succor  the  im- 
perilled. That  your  life  may  long  be  spared  and 
your  health  and  prosperity  be  continued  is  the  earn- 
est wish  of  yours  respectfully,  Washington  Webb. 
In  behalf  of  Thos.  R.  Trov.-bridge  ;  Hotchkiss  Eros. 
&  Co.;  L.  W.  &  P.  Armstrong;  E.  C.  Scranton ; 
James  W.  Brester;  Canfield  &  Spencer;  D.  AI. 
Welch ;  English,  Atwater  &  White  :  George  D.  Eng- 
lish ;  C.  L.  English;  Alinott  A.  Osbom :  D.  S. 
Graves;  S.  W.  King;  C.  T.  Candee;  P.  A.  Pink-man; 
Dr.  Bishop ;  E.  A.  Mitchell :  T.  O.  Betts ;  R.  Chap- 
man:  C.  B.  Whittlesey;  City  Fire  Insurance  Co., 
N.  H. ;  William  Conner  (Secretary  Springfield  Fire 
Insurance  Co.)  ;  S.  A.  Thomas:  Fred  Lines;  S.  W. 
Mansfield;  Wylie  &  Brother;  C.  P.  Hubbell ;  Law- 
rence, Bradley  &  Pardee ;  Lindsley  &  Carlisle ; 
James  E.  English ;  Lucus  Gilbert ;  S.  L.  Smith  & 
Co.;  Sylvanus  Butler;  S.  D.  Cooley,  Jr.;  D.  A. 
Benjamin ;  C.  M.  Ingersoll ;  Bishop  &  Bros. ;  W.  A. 
Ensign;  Wm.  B.  Johnson;  S.  B.  M.  Huges ;  S. 
Punderford;  Leonard  Daggett;  S.  S.  Griffing;  S. 
S.  Atwater ;  D.  S.  Glenney ;  Isaac  Thompson  ;  W.  T. 
Bradley  &  Co. ;  Isaac  Anderson ;  Bushnell  c&;  Co. ; 
L.  Treadwav  &  Co. ;  D.  Trowbridge ;  Solomon 
Collis :  John  Walker ;  H.  T.  Norton  ;  M.  R.  Shepard ; 
S.  G.  Peck ;  John  W.  Russell ;  C.  S.  Chaplain ;  E. 
Arnold  &  Co.:  Benjamin  Noves ;  C.  H.  .Tuttle:  E. 
Marble;  Cowles  &  Leete ;  Strong  &  Hall;  E.  E. 
Hall ;  R.  P.  Cowles :  Joel  Ives ;  D.  Killam  &  Co. ; 
F.  L.  Bostwick;  C.  O.  Crosby;  S.  R.  Spencer;  S. 
S.  Rowland ;  S.  E.  Stone :  Saml.  Rowland ;  Edw. 
Bromley;  D.  S.  Stout;  J.  H.  Benham;  N.  D. 
Sperrv;  Alfred  Blackman  ;  W.  T.  Eustis,  Tun.;  G. 
S.  Sheffield:  and  W.  Bristol." 

The  original  documents  are  in  script,  executed 
by  D.  Stanton,  beautifully  done,  and  could  not  be 
duplicated  for  less  than  thirty  dollars.  The  salver 
bears  the  following  inscription  :  "Presented  to  Mrs. 
Mary  M.  Brooks,  by  the  citizens  of  New  Haven,  in 
honor  of  the  noble  conduct  of  her  husband,  Capt. 
Oliver  N.  Brooks,  who  at  the  peril  of  his  own, 
saved  the  lives  of  five  persons  from  a  wrecked  ves- 
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sel  during  a  storm  in  Long  Island  Sound,  on  the 
23d  of  November,  in  1S5S.  "  The  salver  alone  is 
worth  $So.  At  this  time  the  citizens  of  Guilford 
presented  him  v\ith  a  membership  in  the  ]\Iasonic 
lodge. 

During  Capt.  Brooks'  term  of  service  in  the 
liglithouse  many  improvements  were  made,  such  as 
the  introduction  of  kerosene  oil.  He  had  three  as- 
sistants from  1866  to  1882,  in  which  latter  year  he 
retired  from  tlie  service,  with  a  record  of  which  any 
man  might  be  proud.  Locating  on  the  old  home- 
stead in  Guilford,  he  became  interested  in  real  es- 
tate at  Sachem's  Head,  where  he  built  a  number 
of  simimer  cottages.  In  1887  he  went  to  Cali- 
fornia, and  located  in  Arch  Beach,  where  he  was  in 
business,  and  where  he  spent  three  years.  During 
this  time  he  was  appoiatcd  postmaster,  and  visited 
many  places  of  interest  in  the  southern  part  of  the 
State.  In  1890  Capt.  Brooks  came  back  to  his  Guil- 
ford home,  and  has  since  lived  retired  from  active 
business.  The  Captain  is  a  keen  observer,  and  a 
fine  conversationalist,  being  a  well-read  man  and 
widely  informed  on  all  current  topics.  Capt.  Brooks 
was  elected  to  the  Legislature  in  1892,  though  he 
is  a  Democrat,  and  was  a  member  of  the  Committee 
on  Temperance.  In  1898  he  was  again  elected  by  a 
good  majority. 

On  Jan.  4,  1846,  Capt.  Brooks  was  married 
to  Mary  J^I.,  who  was  born  in  Guilford,  a  daughter 
of  John  and  Betsy  (Field)  Hart;  she  was  a  lady 
of  a  charming  personality,  with  fine  artistic  tastes, 
and  was  highly  esteemed  by  those  who  had  the 
privilege  of  her  acquaintance.  In  her  home  are 
many  creations  of  her  artistic  skill,  especially  notice- 
able being  preparations  of  rare  and  beautiful  sea 
shells,  which  evidence  her  love  of  nature.  Mrs. 
Brooks  died  Oct.  28,  1899,  and  was  buried  in  Guil- 
ford cemetery.  The  Captain  and  Mrs.  Brooks  were 
the  parents  of  three  children:  (i)  Oliver  N.,  Jr., 
who  died  in  infancy;  (2)  ^lary  E.,  who  married 
Henry  I.  Thrall,, formerly  of  Guilford,  now  of  Cuba, 
has  two  children,  Allison  Irwin  and  Edith  Amelia, 
both  born  in  Riverside,  Cal. ;  (3)  Nancy  Amelia. 
who  married  Edwin  G.  Hewsted,  a  nephew  of  Prof. 
Cyrus  Northrop,  president  of  the  University  of 
Minnesota,  and  has  two  children,  Oliver  Brooks 
and  Edwin  G.  Capt.  Brooks  is  a  skilled  taxider- 
mist, and  has  a  valuable  collection  of  animals  and 
birds.  Mrs.  Thrall,  his  daughter,  has  much  ability 
in  music  and  art. 

HARVEY  \V.  BEACH,  late  of  Branford,  where 
in  his  lifetime  he  was  a  successful  and  popular 
business  man,  was  bom  2^Iay  i,  1834,  in  that  bor- 
ough, a  son  of  Timothy  and  Esther  (Cook)  Beach. 
The  father,  a  native  of  Branford,  and  a  farmer  all 
his  life,  was  a  son  of  Andrew  Beach.  The  maternal 
grandfather  of  Harvey  W.  Beach  was  Joseph  Cook. 
a  resident  of  Branford  for  many  years,  who  mar- 
ried a  Miss  W'headon.  He  served  as  a  private  in 
the  war  of  the  Revolution. 


Harvey  W.  Beach  grew  to  manhood  in  Bran- 
ford, where  he  obtained  his  education  in  the  com- 
mon  schools.     A  miller  by   trade,   he  owned   and 
operated  a  combined  grist  and  sawmill.     For  many 
I  years  he  was  in  the  ice  business.     During  the  Civil 
war  2\Ir.  Beach  was  a  member  of  Company  B,  27th 
Conn.  v.  I.,  enlisting  Aug.  22,   1862.     He  partici- 
pated in  the  battles  of  Fredericksburg  and  Chan- 
cellorsville,   was   taken   prisoner   May  3,    1863,   in- 
carcerated in  Libby  prison  six  days  later,  and  pa- 
roled on  the  2 1  St  of  the  same  month.     Air.  Beach 
was  honorably  discharged  at  New  Haven  after  nine 
I  months'  service.     For  some  five  years  after  his  re- 
turn from  the  war  he  was  a  member  of  the  State 
\  militia,  in  which  he  rose  to  the  rank  of  captain. 
'         On  coming  home  Mr.  Beach  resumed  his  busi- 
ness of  milling,  and  carried  it  on  until  his  death. 
May  3,  1881.     He  was  married,  Nov.  16,   1856,  to 
\  Cornelia  Hubbard,  daughter  of  Richard  and  Rhoda 
'   (Andrews)    Hubbard,   of  Durham,   Conn.,   and   to 
them  were  born  nine  children:     (i)  Willys  E..  born 
:  Dec.  27,   1857,  married  Frederica  Miller,  and  has 
i  one   son.   Lewis,   born    March   8.    1880.      (2)    An- 
\  zonitta.  born  Dec.  20,  1858,  died  Dec.  12,  1863.     (3) 
Isaac   P.,  born   March    20,    i860,    married    Grace 
:  Wheeler;   they  had  no  children.      (4)    Harvey  E., 
born  Aug.  14,  1861,  died  Aug.  30,  1862.     (5)  Cor- 
:  nelia  A.,  born  Jan.  20,  1863,  married  Walter  Boyn- 
I  ton,  and  has  two  children — Nellie  May,  born  May 
I  15,    1885,  and   Clarence   N.,   born  April   29,    18S8. 
j    (6)    Fred  A.   M.,  born   Feb.  28,   1868,  died  April 
i   II,   1899.      (7)    Clara  L.,  born  Jan.  4,   1871,  died 
I  Oct.  2,  1891.     (8)   Edna  L.,  born  Sept.  15,  1873, 
died  Jan.  3,   1874.      19)    Ada  "V.  was  bom  Nov. 

:  8,  1877. 

Mr.  Beach  was  a  member  of  the  Baptist  Church, 
with   which   his   widow  also  unites.     He   was   en- 
rolled in  Widows'   Sons  Lodge,   No. -66,  F.   &  A. 
I  !M.     In  politics  he  was  a  Republican. 

!         RUFUS  M.  GILLETTE,  an  honored  and  high- 
ly respected  citizen  of  Naugatuck,  who  is  now  liv- 
I  ing  a  retired  life,  was  born  in  Prospect,  this  coun- 
i  ty,  Alarch  30,  1829,  and  is  of  French  descent.    His 
paternal  grandfather,  Benjamin  Gillette,  was  born 
in  France,  and  on  his  emigration  to  America  lo- 
cated on  a  farm  in  Milford,  New  Haven  Co.,  Conn., 
where  he  spent  the  remainder  of  his  life.     He  had 
only  two  children :     Garret,  father  of  our  subject ; 
and    Benjamin,    who   never   married   and    was    en- 
I  gaged  throughout  life  in  farming  in  jMilford. 

Garret  Gillette  was  born  and  reared  in  Milford. 
and  there  he  was  married.  Oct.  23,  1804,  to  Nancy 
Piatt,  of  the  same  town,  but  shortly  after  his  mar- 
riage he  removed  to  Prospect  and  located  upon  a 
farm,  where  he  spent  the  remainder  of  his  life, 
dying  there  April  16,  1874.  His  wife  passed  away 
May  6,  1841.  To  them  were  born  eleven  children, 
as  follows:  Abigail,  born  Jan.  i,  1810,  married 
;  Lucius  Talmadge.  a  farmer  of  Prospect,  now  de- 
i  ceased,  and  she  died   in   Alarch,   1892;  George  S., 
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born  March  26,  181 1,  was  a  mechanic,  and  died  in 
Seymour;  Alartha,  born  June  19,  1813,  died  Oct. 
22,  1835;  Nancy,  born  Nov.  4.  1815,  died  Aug.  29, 
1836;  Jonathan,  born  June  19,  1817,  was  a  carpenter 
of  Prospect  and  died  in  1880:  Mary,  bom  Sept. 
18,  1819,  married  Harry  Smith,  a  manufacturer  of 
Prospect,  and  died  Jan.  i,  1877;  William,  born 
Nov.  12,  1821,  was  a  fanner  of  Milford,  and  died 
in  1878;  Sarah  Ann,  boni  Jan.  8,  1S24,  is  the  widow 
of  Harry  iNIorse,  a  farmer  of  Prospect ;  Bennett, 
born  Sept.  5,  1826,  was  a  carpenter  of  Prospect, 
and  died  in  1876;  Rufus  'M.,  our  subject,  is  next  in 
order  of  birth;  and  Garret,  born  Feb.  4,  1831,  was 
a  fanner  of  Prospect,  and  died  Dec.  8,  1878. 

The  boyhood  and  youth  of  Rufus  M.  Gillette 
were  passed  in  Prospect,  and  his  education  was  ac- 
quired in  its  district  schools.  In  early  life  he 
learned  the  carpenter's  trade  with  his  brother,  and 
continued  to  follow  the  same  throughout  his  active 
business  life,  but  for  the  last  three  years  he  has  lived 
retired.  On  April  i,  1896,  he  removed  from  Pros- 
pect to  Naugatuck,  where  he  owns  a  beautiful  home 
and  is  surrounded  by  all  the  comforts  which  make 
life  worth  the  living. 

Mr.  Gillette  was  married,  I\Iay  20,  1854,  to  Miss 
Abigail  Payne,  also  a  native  of  Prospect  and  a 
daughter  of  Stephen  and  Abigail  (Doolittle)  J^ayne, 
who  v/ere  born  in  the  same  town.  Her  maternal 
grandfather  was  Joseph  Doolittle,  a  fanner  of  Pros- 
pect. In  early  life  her  father  was  a  speculator  and 
manufacturer  of  buttons,  but  later  engaged  in  the 
hotel  business  in  Naugatuck.  W'aterbury  and  !Mil- 
ford.  He  died  in  1892,  and  her  mother  departed 
this  life  in  1854.  To  our  subject  and  his  wife  were 
born  three  children,  namely :  Ruble,  who  died  at 
the  age  of  twenty-one  years ;  Mary,  wife  of  George 
W.  Andrew,  of  Naugatuck ;  and  Joseph,  an  electri- 
cian of  New  London,  Connecticut. 

Politically  ^Ir.  Gillette  is  identified  with  the  Re- 
publican party,  and  in  1888  he  represented  his  town 
in  the  State  Legislature.  He  and  his  family  are  in- 
fluential m.embers  of  the  Congregational  Church, 
and  he  has  always  taken  an  active  part  in  church 
work.  He  has  championed  every  movement  de- 
signed to  promote  the  general  welfare,  has  sup- 
ported every  enterprise  for  the  public  good,  and 
has  materially  aided  in  the  advancement  of  all  so- 
cial, educational  and  moral  interests.  After  a  use- 
ful and  honorable  career  he  can  well  afford  to  lay 
aside  all  business  cares  and  live  in  ease  and  retire- 
ment at  his  elegant  home  in  Naugatuck,  which,  in 
its  appointments,  evinces  the  refinement  and  culture 
of  the  inmates. 

JOSEPH  T.  BEARD.  The  Beard  family  is 
One  of  the  oldest  and  most  prominent  in  the  town 
of  Milford,  and  the  old  homestead,  now  occupied 
by  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  has  been  held  by  the 
family  since  1639 — the  only  tract  of  land  in  town 
which  can  show  a  title  running  unchanged  in  one 
family  since  the  first  settlement.    The  Fowler  prop- 


erty, with  which  the  Beard  homestead  formerly 
divided  that  honor,  has  changed  hands,  being  sold 
first  to  George  Gunn,  and  by  him  to  the  New  Haven 
Water  Company 

Joseph  1'.  Beard  traces  his  descent  from  Capt. 
John  Beard,  the  pioneer,  through  Benjamin,  son  of 
Capt.  John;  Joseph;  Benjamin,  who  married  Abi- 
gail Clark ;  Andrew ;  and  Joseph  Beard,  his  father. 

Andrew  Beard,  our  subject's  grandfather,  was 
born  March  3,  1752,  on  his  farm  in  Milford.  Dur- 
ing the  Revolutionary  war  he  ser\'ed  as  a  soldier.  He 
married  Susan  Rogers  (who  was  born  in  Milford) 
Nov.  30,  1779,  and  eleven  children  came  of  this 
union:  Sally,  1781  ;  Andrew,  1784;  Andrew  (2), 
1786;  Benjamin,  1788;  Susan,  1790;  Abigail,  1793; 
Abigail  (2),  1794;  Mariah,  1796;  David,  1798; 
Joseph,  1800  (father  of  our  subject)  ;  and  jMinerva, 
1802. 

Joseph  Beard  was  born  in  Alilford  in  May,  1800, 
and,  like  his  ancestors,  carried  on  farming  as  an 
occupation.  Politically  he  was  a  Whig,  and  later  a 
Republican.  His  death  occurred  Oct.  4,  1870,  from 
an  accident  on  a  railway.  He  married  Alary  Ann 
Baldwin,  daughter  of  HezekiaJi  Baldwin,  of  Alil- 
ford,  and  she  lived  to  the  good  old  age  of  ninety- 
two,  dying  Feb.  17,  1892. 

Joseph  T.  Beard  was  born  in  Milford  April  19, 
1840,  and,  as  the  only  child,  inherited  the  home- 
stead. He  attended  the  district  schools  near  his 
home  and  the  high  school  at  Milford,  and  on  leav- 
ing school  at  the  age  of  nineteen  gave  his  attention 
to  farming  as  a  business.  He  is  a  general  farmer, 
and  is  noted  for  his  excellent  management.  At 
present  the  farm  comprises  200  acres,  a  portion  of 
his  inheritance  at  the  site  of  Naugatuck  Junction 
having  been  sold  to  the  New  York,  New  Haven  & 
Hartford  Railroad  Company. 

Politically  Mr.  Beard  is  a  Republican,  and  he 
and  his  family  are  members  of  the  Congregational 
Church.  In  1872  he  married  Miss  Alice  A.  Davis, 
of  Seymour,  Conn.,  and  they  have  had  five  children : 
Nellie  is  a  school  teacher  in  Milford ;  Ernest  T.,  a 
farmer  in  Milford,  married  Fannie  W.  Booth,  of 
Shelton ;  Alice  married  Fred  AI.  Smith,  of  Milford; 
Warren  is  a  machinist  of  Bridgeport,  Conn. ;  and 
Harold  is  at  home. 

Mrs.  Alice  A.  (Davis)  Beard  is  of  Welsh  de- 
scent in  the  paternal  line,  and  her  family  is  well 
known  in  Seymour,  where  her  grandfather.  Dr. 
James  W.  Davis,  practiced  medicine  at  an  early  day. 
Her  father,  Henry  P.  Davis,  was  born  in  Smith- 
town,  Montgomery  Co.,  N.  Y.,  May  16,  1818,  and 
spent  the  greater  portion  of  his  life  in  Seymour. 
His  death  occurred  there  March  31,  1885.  By  oc- 
cupation he  was  an  axmaker  and  later  a  farmer.  He 
married  for  his  second  wife  Almira  Steele  Holcomb, 
who  was  born  in  Seymour  Feb.  22,  18 10,  and  died 
Alarch  20,  1885.  Of  their  three  children,  George 
S.  is  a  mechanic  in  Waterbury,  Conn. ;  Burr  S.  is 
a  miner  in  California ;  and  Alice  A.  married  our 
subject.     The  Steele  family  is  one  of  the  oldest  in. 
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Seymour,  and  Mrs.  Beard's  maternal  grandfather, 
Deacon  Bradford  Steele,  served  for  about  eight 
months  in  the  Revolutionary  army,  enlisting  about 
July  lo,  1777,  as  a  lad  of  sixteen.  His  wife,  Ruth 
Wheeler,  was  born  Sept.  17,  17O5,  a  daughter  of 
Simeon  Wheeler,  and  died  Feb.  20,  185b.  Her 
mother,  Sarah  Baldwin,  who  was  born  April  11, 
1746,  and  died  May  13,  1826,  married  tirst  a  Mr. 
Wheeler,  and  second  Capt.  Bradford  Steele.  In 
this  line  Mrs.  Beard  is  a  descendant  of  Sylvester 
Baldwin,  the  pioneer,  the  line  being  traced  as  fol- 
lows :  Sylvenius,  son  of  the  pioneer ;  Richard ; 
Timothy ;  and  Capt.  Timothy  Baldwin,  father  of 
Sarah  Baldwin  Wheeler. 

WEBSTER.  This  well  known  and  numerous 
family  of  New  England  traces  its  line  of  descent  to 
John  Webster,  fifth  Colonial  governor  of  Connecti- 
cut, who  landed  in  Massachusetts  Sept.  4,  1635. 
He  and  his  wife  Agnes  left  \Varwickshire,  England, 
in  the  spring,  and  settled  first  in  Cambridge,  Alass. 
During  that  year  a  company  of  one  hundred  persons 
was  organized  to  form  a  Colony  on  the  banks  of  the 
Connecticut  river,  and  in  June,  1636,  a  well  ordered 
band  set  forth.  Gentlemen  of  fortune  and  rank 
and  delicately  bred  ladies  were  there,  and  bravely 
endured  the  hardships  of  that  journey  over  moun- 
tains, through  swamps,  across  rivers,  and  drove 
their  flocks  and  herds  before  them. 

In  Benjamin  TrimibuH's  "History  of  Connecti- 
cut" we  find  the  following:  "For  twenty  years 
Mr.  John  Webster  had  been  annually  chosen  into 
the  magistracy  of  Connecticut,  being  elected  Gov- 
ernor in  1656.  At  the  election  in  Hartford,  May 
17,  1655,  Thomas  Wells  was  elected  Governor,  and 
John  Webster  Deputy  Governor.  At  the  election 
in  1656  John  Webster  was  elected  Governor,  and 
Thomas  Wells  Deputy  Governor.  At  the  election 
in  1657  John  Winthrop  was  elected  Governor, 
Thomas  Wells  Deputy  Governor,  and  John  Webster 
Chief  Magistrate.  Mr.  Webster  removed  to  Had- 
ley,  Mass.,  in  1659."  During  this  entire  period  he 
was  active  in  the  administration  of  public  affairs, 
and  the  records  show  him  to  have  acted  in  nearly 
every  impvortant  movement.  In  1639  he  was  one 
of  a  committee  appointed  to  confer  with  a  like  com- 
mittee from  Xew  Haven  concerning  the  best  way 
to  treat  with  the  Indians  regarding  their  murderous 
attacks  at  Middletown.  In  1640  he  acted  on  another 
committee,  which  in  this  day  and  generation  seems 
extremely  curious  if  not  futile,  "to  consult  with  the 
elders  of  both  plantations"  to  prepare  instructions 
for  the  punishment  of  lying,  "which  begins  to  be 
practiced  by  many  people  in  the  commonwealth." 
In  1645  ^^'S  find  him  as  one  of  a  committee  ap- 
pointed by  the  General  Court  to  arrange  "all  par- 
ticulars and  several  charges  of  the  late  war  and 
for  the  support  of  Uncas" — the  "late  war"  referring 
to  trouble  with  the  Narragansett  Indians,  and  a  little 
later,  when  Long  Island  was  threatened  by  the 
Dutch  and  Ninigrate,  he  was  appointed  with  others 


to  secure  a  frigate  of  some  ten  guns  for  the  neces- 
sary defense.  In  1649  ^^"^  ^'^w  England  Congress 
employed  him  to  levy  on  the  towns  for  the  neces- 
sary men  and  ammunition  for  the  Indian  troubles. 
Besides  all  these  various  duties  it  is  found  that  he 
surveyed  highways,  administered  justice,  looked 
after  the  impost  duties,  and  the  exportation  of  pro- 
visions in  times  of  scarcity,  and  he  assisted  in  draw- 
ing up  legal  papers  and  petitions.  During  the  time 
he  was  a  member  of  the  Xew  England  Congress  he 
was  one  of  the  authorities  on  Indian  troubles,  both 
as  regards  protection  from  them,  and  as  regards  the 
Indians'  conversion  to  Christianity  and  his  educa- 
tion at  Cambridge.  The  fact  that  the  papers  and 
correspondence  on  these  topics  were  written  in 
Latin  speaks  well  for  the  educational  standing  of 
the  men  in  the  Colony. 

During  his  administration  as  governor  there 
seems  to  have  been  a  period  of  comparative  quiet. 
The  term  of  otTice  was  for  but  one  year,  and  not 
until  1660  could  the  same  person  be  elected  gov- 
ernor more  than  once  in  two  years.  The  duties  of 
governor  were  varied,  and  for  a  long  time  no  com- 
pensation was  received,  but  in  1647,  owing  to  the 
many  expenses,  the  sum  of  thirty  pounds  was 
granted. 

For  some  time  there  had  been  an  increasing  dif- 
ference on  the  subject  of  religion,  the  disputed 
points  being  chiefly  baptism,  and  various  rules  in 
church  government.  Gov.  Webster  and  many  other 
prominent  members'  of  the  Colony  advocated  the 
strictest  construction  of  doctrines,  denying  baptism 
to  any  but  the  children  of  members  in  full  com- 
munion. He  was  firm  in  his  belief,  and  in  the  de- 
bates that  occurred  he  took  an  active  part,  and  when 
after  all  other  ways  had  been  tried  it  was  decided 
to  found  a  new  Colony  at  Hadley,  in  Massachusetts, 
he  signed  the  agreement,  dated  April  18,  1659. 
After  locating  at  Hadley  he  seems  to  have  had 
much  to  do  with  the  laying  out  of  the  town,  but 
shortly  after  became  ill,  and  in  1661  passed  to  his 
last  rest.  He  had  a  family  of  four  sons  and  three 
daughters.  The  eldest,  Robert,  ultimately  located 
in  Hartford  in  the  old  homestead,  widi  his  wife 
Susannah.  Dr.  Noah  Webster,  of  New  Haven,  was 
a  lineal  descendant  of  Gov.  Webster,  through 
Robert.  The  children  mentioned  in  Gov.  Webster's 
will  are :  Robert ;  Thomas,  who  married  Abigail 
Alexander,  of  Northampton,  Mass..  where  he  set- 
tled, and  where  he  died  in  1686,  leaving  several 
children ;  William,  who,  with  Thomas,  inherited  the 
estate  at  Hadley,  married  Man.'  Reeves  in  1671, 
and  died  in  Hadley  in  1687  or  1688;  Matthew,  who 
settled  in  Farmington,  and  died  there  leaving  a 
son,  John  ;  Anne,  who  m,arried  John  Marsh,  of  Had- 
ley: Elizabeth,  who  married  William  Markham, 
of  Hadley:  and  ^Mary,  who  married  a  Mr.  Hunt,  by 
whom  she  had  a  daughter,  Mary,  who  married  John 
Ingersoll,  of  Westfield.  and  their  descendants  are 
now  the  Injjersolls  of  Connecticut. 

(II)  Robert  Webster,  eldest  son  of  Gov.  John 
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Webster,  married  Siisai'.nah  Treat,  daughter  of 
Richard  Treat,  of  W'ethersfield,  Conn.  They  made 
their  home  in  Middletown,  Conn.,  and  in  1651  Rob- 
ert Webster  became  the  first  recorder  of  the  town. 
In  1660  they  removed  to  Hartford,  where  he  died 
in  1676,  and  his  wife  in  1705.  Their  children  were: 
Jolm,  born  Xov.  10,  1653;  Sarah,  born  June  30, 
1655;  Jonathan,  born  Jan.  9,  1657;  Susannah,  born 
Oct.  25,  1659;  Samuel,  Joseph,  William  and  Mary. 
There  is  no  record  other  than  the  names  of  the  four 
children  last  mentioned. 

(III)  Jonathan  Webster,  son  of  Robert,  was 
twice  married.  His  first  wife  was  Dorcas  Hop- 
kins, of  Hartford,  where  he,  too,  made  his  home, 
and  by  her  he  had  five  children :  Jonathan,  born 
March  18,  1682;  Susannah,  born  April  25,  1686; 
Mary,  born  Sept.  29,  168S;  ^lehitable.  born  ^tlarch 
8,  1691  ;  and  Stephen,  born  Jan.  21,  1693.  His  sec- 
ond wife  was,  in  her  maidenhood,  Alary  Judd, 
daughter  of  Thomas  Judd.  of  Farmington,  Conn., 
and  she  bore  him  but  one  child.  Benjamin,  born 
Aug.  9,  1698. 

(IV)  Benjamin  Webster,  son  of  Jonathan,  ap- 
pears on  the  records  as  "Deacon  Webster,"  and  he 
made  his  home  in  Litchfield.  Conn.,  where  he  mar- 
ried Elizabeth  Peck,  daughter  of  Deacon  Paul  Peck, 
and  died  July  10.  1755.  He  was  the  father  of 
seven  children:  James,  born  June  2.  1734:  Elijah. 
born  Dec.  28,  1732;  Benjamin,  born  Dec.  8,  1736; 
Stephen,  born  in  Litchfield  May  21,  1739;  Elizabeth, 
born  Jan.  23,  1741  ;  Charles,  born  March  9,  1743; 
and  John,  born  April  3,   1747. 

(V)  Stephen  Webster,  son  of  Benjamin,  mar- 
ried Hanor  Kilbourn.  daughter  of  James  Kilbourn, 
by  whom  he  had  three  children :  Sarah,  born  Sept. 
8,  1765;  Truman,  born  Jan.  12.  1770;  and  Orange, 
born  Dec.  28,  1780. 

(VI)  Truman  Webster,  son  of  Stephen,  was 
born  in  Litchfield,  and  settled  there,  engaging  in 
farming.  He  married  Diadema  San  ford,  daughter 
of  Stephen  Sanford,  of  Xorthfield.  Conn.,  their 
marriage  taking  place  Oct.  8,  1795.  In  1799  they 
went  to  Northfield  on  a  visit,  and  there  their  two 
boys  were  taken  ill  and  died,  and  were  buried  in 
Northfield,  whither  Mr.  Webster  then  removed,  and 
where  their  other  six  children  were  born :  David 
Sanford,  born  May  30.  1800:  Sophia,  born  May 
10,  1802,  married  Titus  Turner:  Lyman,  born  Xov. 
7,  1805,  married  Elizabeth  Smith:  Abigal,  born 
July  10,  1808,  married  Tertius  Turner ;  Annie,  born 
April  12,  181 1,  married  Abner  G.  Fox;  and  Sally, 
born  April  11,  1814.  married  Aaron  W.  Fox.  The 
father  of  these  children  died  Sept.  17,  1844.  aged 
seventy-four  years,  and  the  mother  on  Aug.  10, 
1839,  when  over  seventy.  They  were  devout  mem- 
bers of  the  Presbyterian  Church. 

(VII)  David  Sanford  Webster,  son  of  Truman, 
was  born  in  Litchfield,  and  followed  farming  until 
within  ten  years  of  his  death,  which  occurred  in 
Virginia  in  1867.  He  married  Clarissa  Wattles, 
daughter  of  Joseph  and  Lydia  (Dean)   Wattles,  of 


Bethlehem,  Conn.,  the  former  a  well-known  bridge 
builder  of  the  town,  who  died  aged  eighty-two  years. 
Mrs.  Lydia  (Dean)  Wattles,  who  was  born  in  O.k- 
ford,  died  at  the  age  of  seventy-seven.  David 
Webster  and  his  wife  settled  in  Bethlehem,  where 
two  children  were  born  that  tiled  in  infancy.  In 
1837  Mr.  Webster  purchased  a  large  farm  in  Pleas- 
ant Valley,  Conn.,  and  there  lived  until  1850,  when 
he  removed  to  Waterbury.  Both  he  and  his  wife 
were  members  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  and 
took  a  keen  interest  in  all  that  pertainetl  to  the  wel- 
fare of  the  town.  Mrs.  Clarissa  (Wattles  )  Webster 
was  born  in  Hebron,  Conn.,  May  11,  1800,  and 
died  in  Waterbury  Jan.  15,  1873.  Of  their  chil- 
dren, four  grew  to  maturity,  as  follows:  (i)  Hen- 
rietta Louise,  born  June  11.  1830,  was  married, 
Oct.  9,  1848,  to  Rev.  Apollos  Phe'lp  Mets.  and  pre- 
vious to  locating  in  their  present  home  in  \\'ater- 
bury  they  lived  in  Canton  and  Milfonl.  Conn.,  and 
Hancock,  Mass.,  respectively.  They  have  had  six 
children,  namely:  Elsworth  Phelp.  born  Xov.  12, 
1850,  was  drowned  at  Ansonia,  Conn..  July  28, 
1867;  Wordsworth  B..  born  Xov.  18.  1854;  John 
C,  born  X'ov.  18,  1856;  Mary  Louise,  born  June 
16.  1858.  married  \Villiam  L.  Horton.  July  3.  1884; 
Beulah  Ruth,  born  June  ir,  1861,  died  Sept.  22, 
1861  ;  and  Henrietta  C,  born  X'ov.  28.  1863.  (2) 
Truman  Monroe,  born  March  13,  1833.  learned  the 
trade  of  a  mason,  and  located  at  Waterbury.  Conn. 
In  1866  he  wounded  his  foot  by  stepping  on  a  nail, 
and  his  death  occurred  from  lockjaw  Xov.  23,  1866. 
His  marriage  to  Miss  Sarah  White,  of  Durham, 
Conn.,  had  occurred  Oct.  15.  1855,  and  at  his  death 
he  left  three  children,  as  follows :  Eugene  .A...  born 
July  16,  1856,  now  a  druggist  of  Springfield,  Mass., 
married  r^Iiss  X'ora  Alead,  of  Xew  Haven,  Conn.; 
Arthur  T.,  born  Aug.  15.  1858,  now  a  druggist  of 
Waterbury,  married  ]Miss  Addie  Talmadge,  of  ]Mid- 
dletown,  X.  Y.,  Sept.  2,  1880,  and  has  one  daugh- 
ter; Carrie  B..  born  March  14,  i860,  married  E. 
Darwin  Ketcham,  Jan.  10,  1882,  and  has  three  chil- 
dren. (3)  Erwin  Wattles,  mention  of  whom  will 
be  made  below.  (4)  Albert  William,  born  Jan.  21, 
1838,  learned  the  machinist  trade,  and  worked  at 
this  in  Waterbury  and  Xew  York,  until  his  loca- 
tion in  Ansonia  in  1864.  when  he  began  the  manu- 
facture of  metal  goods,  which  he  continued  for  four 
years,  and  then  sold  out  to  enter  the  dry  goods 
trade.  In  1873  he  disposed  of  his  dry  goods  store, 
and  entered  into  partnership  with  Plummer  &  Gal- 
pin,  dealers  in  clothing,  dry  goods,  boots,  shoes, 
etc.,  which  continued  for  three  years,  when  Air. 
Plummer  withdrew\  and  the  business  was  continued 
under  the  name  of  Galpin  &  Webster  for  the  next 
decade,  when  it  was  sold  to  W.  A.  Fellows  &  Co. 
Two  years  later  Mr.  Webster  moved  to  Xew  Ha- 
ven, Conn.,  where  he  started  the  Elm  City  Shoe 
Store,  which  he  still  continues.  He  has  been  twice 
married,  first  on  June  13.  1865,  to  Eliza  Marden- 
brough  Peck,  daughter  of  Eleazer  and  Louise  AT. 
Peck,  of  Ansonia,  who  died  Aug.  10,  1882.  leaving 
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three  children  :  Louise  Mardcnbroiigh,  born  March 
5,  1866,  married  John  Di.-osway.  of  Staten  Island, 
and  has  one  dausfhter :  William  \\"attles  and  Susie 
(twins),  born  March  16.  i8(x).  the  former  of  whom 
died  in  Brooklyn.  X.  Y..  April  10.  1896.  and  the 
latter  in  infancy.  For  his  second  wife  Mr.  Webster 
married  on  Xov.  14.  1887,  Miss  Jennie  P.  Hor- 
ton,  daughter  of  Joseph  S.  and  Annie  Eliza  Horton. 
of  Port  Ewen,  X.  Y..  and  they  have  two  children: 
Albert  Raymond,  born  Sept.  29,  1889;  and  Annie 
Clarissa,  born  Feb.  21.   1894. 

(A'lII)  Erwi.v  W.vttles  W'edster.  son  of 
David  Sanford  \\'ebster,  was  born  in  Bethlehem, 
Conn.,  April  9,  1836,  and  his  common  school  course 
was  supplemented  by  one  term  at  the  select  school 
in  Watertown.  Conn.  In  1853.  when  seventeen 
years  old.  he  left  home  to  make  his  way  in  the 
world,  taking  a  place  in  the  ticket  office  of  the 
Xaugatuck  Railway  Company,  at  AX'aterbury.  and 
in  1857  he  removed  to  .Ansonia.  to  assume  the  duties 
of  his  present  position  as  general  freight  agent  of 
the  Xaugatuck  division  of  the  X.  Y..  X.  H.  &  H. 
R.  R.  He  has  cliarge  of  all  the  freight  and  pas- 
senger traffic  and  of  the  telegraph  office,  the  entire 
working  force  being  under  his  direction.  When 
he  took  charge  he  had  but  one  man  as  assistant,  but 
at  present  the  station  has  seven  clerks.  Ijeing  the 
second  largest  of  the  twenty-seven  stations  on  the 
line  of  sixty-five  miles  of  railway,  all  manufactur- 
ing towns.  He  has  now  been  connected  with  this 
company  for  forty-eight  years,  and,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  the  superintendent,  has  been  in  their  serv- 
ice longer  than  any  other  man.  In  1863  he  formed 
a  partnership  with  his  brother,  Albert  \\'.,  and  for 
four  years  they  operated  a  factory  at  .\nsonia.  mak- 
ing fancy  metal  goods.  Politically  Mr.  Webster 
"  has  been  a  Democrat  all  his  life,  but  his  breadth  of 
view  and  liberality  of  opinion  have  won  him  friends 
in  both  parties.  His  public  spirit  has  been  shown 
in  manv  ways,  notably  in  official  life,  to  which  he 
has  frequently  been  called  by  his  fellow  citizens. 
He  has  served  many  years  on  the  town  committee 
and  as  delegate  to  State  and  county  conventions 
and  as  selectman  and  town  agent  of  Derby  and  An- 
sonia  he  gained  the  approval  of  the  best  element  in 
both  parties.  He  was  first  elected  in  the  old  town 
of  Derby  in  1877,  and  in  the  following  year  was 
made  town  agent.  This  position  he  held  seven 
years,  and  when  Ansonia  was  organized  he  became 
the  first  town  agent  there.  In  1893.  when  a  candi- 
date for  the  State  Legislature,  he  had  a  handsome 
majority,  and  his  re-election  in  1895  was  a  well- 
deserved  tribute  to  his  faithfulness  and  efficiency 
as  a  member  of  that  body.  When  nominated  for 
mayor  of  Ansonia.  in  1895.  he  defeated  one  of  the 
strongest  candidates  in  the  Republican  party,  and 
in  1896  he  was  again  chosen  for  the  position.  He 
has  been  actively  interested  in  educational  affairs, 
and  served  as  a  member  of  the  school  board  for  a 
number  of  years,  part  of  the  time  as  chairman.  He 
has  also  been  burgess  of  the  borough,  register  of 


I  vital  statistics,  and  grand  juror,  and  has  filled  other 

positions  of  a  public  nature,  giving  to  the  duties  of 

I  each    the    sound    judgment    and    executive    ability 

i   which  have  characterized  his  business  career.     So- 

I  cially   he    is    identified   with    Cieorge  Washington 

I   Lodge,  Xo.  82.  F.  &  .\.  M.:  Mount  \'ernon  Chap- 

I  ter.  R.  A.  M.,  and  the.  Council,  and  his  thirty  years' 

memliership  make  him  one  of  the  oldest  Masons  in 

the  locality.     He  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the 

Episcopal  Church,  of  which  for  three  years  he  was 

junior  warden. 

Mr.  Webster  has  been  twice  married,  first  to 
Miss  Jane  Miller,  of  Avon,  Conn.,  who  died  Aug. 
15.  1858.  On  Jan.  i,  1861,  he  married  Miss  Sarah 
Rogers,  who  was  ])orn  in  Millerton,  X.  Y..  daugh- 
ter of  Orlando  and  Thirza  (I'uUer)  Rogers.  One 
child  was  born  of  this  union — .\lcine  \irginia.  who 
married  Frank  G.  Hotchkiss.  .\pril  25.  1887,  and 
died  at  the  age  of  twentv-five.  Xov.  7,  1889,  leaving 
one  daughter,  -\lcine  Webster,  born  Jan.  4,  1889, 
who  resides  with  her  grandparents.  Mrs.  Webs- 
ter's ancestors  were  early  settlers  on  Long  Island, 
and  her  great-grandfather.  Isaac  Rogers,  and  his 
wife,  Annie  Wilcox,  removed  from  there  to  Fisli- 
kill-on-the-Hudson,  and  in  1773  to  Millerton,  then 
called  Xortheast.  Joel  Rogers,  son  of  Isaac  Rogers, 
was  born  at  Fishkill-on-the-Hudson,  and  later  made 
his  home,  with  his  wife,  .\nnie  Hedger.  on  a  farm 
near  "Boston  Corners,"  where  he  died  at  the  age 
of  eighty  years,  leaving  a  large  family.  His  wife 
died  at  the  age  of  eighty-one.  (Jrlando  Rogers, 
father  of  Mrs.  Webster,  was  a  son  of  Joel,  and  was 
born  and  reared  on  the  old  homestead,  following 
farming  in  that  vicinity  for  many  years,  and  dying 
at  the  age  of  si.xty-one.  Both  he  and  his  wife, 
Thirza  Fuller,  were  devout  members  of  the  Meth- 
odist Church,  in  which  faith  she  died  at  the  age  of 
sixty-three.  Thirza  (Fuller)  Rogers  was  a  daugh- 
ter of  Xathaniel  Fuller,  a  farmer  of  Xorth  East, 
and  his  wife,  Dorcas,  and  his  father,  also  Xathaniel 
bv  name,  was  a  soldier  in  the  Revolutionary  army. 
Orlando  Rogers  and  wife  had  eight  children,  of 
whom  two  sons  and  three  daughters  are  living: 
Hilan,  station  agent  at  Torrington,  and  a  promi- 
nent man  there;  Henry;  Harriet  Ellen,  who  mar- 
ried the  late  Xathaniel  Lewis:  Sarah,  Mrs.  Webs- 
ter: ]\larv,  widow  of  Walter  Gilbert.  Mrs.  Webs- 
ter is  a  member  of  the  Daughters  of  the  American 
Revolution,  through  her  great-grandfather,  Isaac 
Rogers,  mentioned  above. 

EDMUXD  GOODRICH,  one  of  the  active, 
prominent  and  enterprising  citizens  of  East  Haven, 
is  now  devoting  his  time  and  attention  to  dairy 
farming  and  the  wood  ])usiness.  He  owns  and  ope- 
rates a  well-improved  and  valuable  farm  of  125 
acres,  and,  being  a  man  of  keen  discrimination, 
sound  judgment  and  good  business  ability,  he  is 
meeting  with  most  gratifying  success  in  his  under- 
takings. 

A  native  of  Xew  Haven  county,  Mr.  Goodrich 
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was  born'  Aug.  7,  1828,  on  the  old  homestead  in  the 
town  of  Branford,  son  of  William  and  Mary  A. 
(Whiting)  Goodrich,  and  grandson  of  Bartholomew 
Goodrich,  a  lifelong  farmer,  who  died  at  the  ripe 
old  age  of  eighty-six  years.  I'he  father  was  born 
on  the  same  farm  as  our  subject,  and  died  at  the 
age  of  fifty-three.  In  his  family  were  eight  chil- 
dren, namely:  John,  who  died  at  the  age  of  nine- 
teen years:  Edmund,  our  subject;  Sarah,  now  the 
widow  of  X.  S.  Hallcnbeck :  Jennette,  widow  of 
George  Baldwin:  Miles  and  Grace,  both  deceased: 
Horace,  who  lives  on  the  old  homestead  in  Bran- 
ford  ;  and  one  who  died  in  infancy. 

The  subject  of  this  review  remained  on  the  home 
farm  in  his  native  town  until  fifteen  j-ears  of  age, 
and  then  went  to  New  Haven,  where  he  served  a 
five  years'  apprenticeship  to  the  carriagemaker's 
trade  with  David  Wilcoxon,  receiving  S25  per  year 
and  his  board.  He  continued  to  work  at  his  trade 
until  1861,  when  he  removed  to  Seymour  and  en- 
gaged in  farming  for  three  years,  after  which  he 
again  followed  carriagemaking  in  New  Haven  for 
two  years.  In  1865  he  located  upon  the  farm  in 
East  Haven  where  he  still  makes  his  home,  and  to 
its  cultivation  and  improvement  has  since  devoted 
his  energies  with  marked  success. 

On  Oct.  6,  1852,  Mr.  Goodrich  married  Miss 
Mary  A.  Chandler,  who  was  born  Julv  7,  1829,  in 
Elizabeth.  X.  J.,  and  when  a  child  was  brought  to 
New  Haven.  She  died  Dec.  30,  1900.  Edmund  C.. 
the  only  child  of  this  union,  born  May  18.  1857,  is 
engaged  in  farming  with  his  father.  He  married 
Miss  Mary  A.  Hall,  who  was  born  in  North  Bran- 
ford,  daughter  of  Samuel  L.  and  Anna  (Leete) 
Hall,  the  former  of  whom  served  as  a  private  in  the 
Civil  war,  was  wounded,  and  received  an  honorable 
discharge.  Six  children  have  been  bom  to  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Edmund  C.  Goodrich,  viz. :  Emma  E.,  Dec. 
21,  1880;  Lyman  H..  March  15.  1884:  ^Merton  A., 
Aug.  26,  1887;  Grace  C.  April  10.  1892:  Carrie  M., 
July  17,  1896;  William  E..  May  23.  1898. 

Politically  our  subject  is  identified  with  the  Re- 
publican party,  and  religiously  he  is  a  member  of 
the  Congregational  Church.  As  a  public-spirited 
citizen  he  has  manifested  a  deep  interest  in  the  prog- 
ress of  his  town  and  county,  and  has  ever  taken 
his  part  in  support  of  those  measures  calculated  to 
prove  of  public  good. 

JAMES  McDERMOTT.  a  retired  stone  mason 
and  highly  esteemed  citizen  of  Union  City,  Conn., 
was  born  in  County  Kildare.  Ireland,  in  1827.  His 
father,  John  McDermott,  was  also  a  stone  mason 
by  trade,  and  spent  his  entire  life  on  the  Emerald 
Isle.  He  married  Ellen  Dunn,  a  native  of  Kings 
County,  Ireland,  and  to  them  were  born  eleven  chil- 
dren, all  of  whom  lived  and  died  in  Ireland  with 
the  exception  of  our  subject.  He  grew  to  manhood 
in  his  native  land,  was  educated  in  the  national 
schools,  and  there  learned. the  stone  mason's  trade. 

Mr.  McDermott  was  married  in  Ireland  to  Miss 


Margaret  Brennan.  a  sister  of  Andrew  and  P.  J. 
Brennan,  of  Xaugatuck,  Conn.,  and  they  became  the 
parents  of  the  following  children:  James,  who  has 
now  retired  from  business  and  is  living  on  the  in- 
come derived  from  his  property  ;  William,  a  Catholic 
priest  now  located  at  Danville.  Ohio;  John,  a  farm- 
er of  Naugatuck ;  Andrew,  a  grocer  of  Union  City, 
Conn. ;  Mary  A.,  wife  of  Joseph  Le  Roy,  of  Nauga- 
tuck ;  Patrick,  foreman  for  E.  E.  Stevens,  a  lum- 
ber dealer  of  Xaugatuck ;  Julia,  wife  of  James 
Hagerty,  of  Brooklyn,  X.  Y. ;  Margaret,  wife  of 
Joseph  Doran,  of  X'augatuck ;  and  Thomas  and 
Xellie,  who  died  in   infancy. 

In  1871  Air.  McDermott.  with  his  family,  emi- 
grated to  America,  and  took  up  his  residence  in. 
Xaugatuck,  Xew  Haven  Co.,  Conn.,  where  lie 
;  worked  at  his  trade  for  many  }-ears.  but  is  now 
living  a  retired  life  in  Union  City,  enjoying  a  well- 
earned  rest.  He  is  a  faithful  member  of  St.  Francis 
Catholic  Church,  and  is  a  Democrat  in  politics. 

GEORGE  FRAXKLIX  TYLER,  a  prominent 

and  influential  citizen  of  Cheshire,  was  born  in  the 

town  of  Prospect,  Xov.  23,  1833.  a  son  of  Spencer 

!   and  Sally  (Ferrell)  Tyler,  also  natives  of  Prospect, 

where  they   spent   their   entire   lives.     The   father, 

who  was  a  son  of  Ichabod  and  Elizabeth  ( Stearns ) 

Tyler,  natives  of  Cheshire,  died  in  1856,  the  mother 

in    1857.     Our  subject   is   the    fourth   in   order   of 

birth  in  a  family  of  six  children,  the  others  being 

as  follows  :    Mary,  who  first  wedded  Stephen  Beec'n- 

;  er,  and  second  a  Mr.  Day.  and  died  in  Forestville, 

Conn. ;  Luke,  a  merchant  of  Short  Beach  ;  Charlotte, 

wife  of  Henry  Mix,  of  Bristol;  Sarah,  who  mar- 

;   ried   Henry   Russell,   and   died   in    Wallingford    in 

I    1894:   and    Fannie,    wife   of   William    Berkley,    of 

i   Waterbury,  Connecticut. 

i         The  early  life  of  George  F.  Tyler  was  passed 
j   in  his  native  town,  where  he  attended  school  and 
1   learned  the  matchmaker's  trade,  which  he  followed 
i   for  some  time.     Later  he  worked  at  brazing  in  a 
I  hoe  and  fork  factory  before  and  after  the  Civil  war. 
I   During  that  conflict  he  laid  aside  all  personal  in- 
i   terests  and  offered  his  services  to  the  government, 
enlisting  at  Prospect,  in  July,  1862,  in  Company  A, 
20th  Conn.   V.  I.,  for  three  years.     The  regiment 
was  mustered  in  at  Xew  Haven  and  assigned  to  the 
Army  of  the  Potomac.     While  stationed  at  Arling- 
ton Heights,  Mr.  Tyler  was  taken  ill  and  was  hon- 
orably discharged  Dec.  4,   1862.     He  continued  to 
make  his   home  in   Prospect   until    1803,   when   he 
removed  to  Cheshire,  where  he  now  lives. 

In  his  native  town  Mr.  Tyler  was  married,  in 
1853,  to  Miss  Emily  A.  Mi.x.  who  was  born  in 
Wallingford,  a  daughter  of  Elias  and  Maria  ( Judd^ 
Mix,  also  natives  of  Xew  Haven  county.  The  fa- 
ther was  a  spoonmaker  at  Wallingford,  and  from 
there  moved  to  Wolcott,  thence  to  Cheshire;  he 
died  in  Prospect  April  11,  1861,  aged  fifty-si.x 
years,  and  his  wife  died  in  the  same  town  July  28, 
1894,   at   the   age   of   eighty-three   years.     To   our 
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subject  and  his  wife  was  born  one  daughter,  Emma 
G.,  who  married  Edgar  B.  Jeralds,  and  died  in 
Prospect  in  February,   1876. 

Mr.  Tyler  was  for  two  vears  commander  of 
Edward  A.  Doolittle  Post,  No.  5,  G.  A.  R.,  of 
Cheshire,  and  is  an  active  and  prominent  member 
of  the  Congregational  Church,  of  which  he  is  one 
of  the  deacons.  His  political  support  is  alwavs 
given  to  the  men  and  measures  of  the  Republican 
party,  and  he  has  been  honored  by  his  fellow  citi- 
zens with  several  important  official  positions.  He 
was  a  member  of  the  State  Legislature  from  Pros- 
pect in  1870  and  in  1882 :  was  doorkeeper  of  the 
House  in  1887,  1889  and  1894;  and  doorkeeper  of 
the  Senate  in  1897.  He  also  served  as  selectman, 
justice  of  the  peace,  and  in  various  other  local 
offices  in  Prospect,  and  since  coming  to  Cheshire 
was  elected  justice  of  the  peace,  but  resigned.  His 
public  and  private  life  are  alike  above  reproach, 
and  wherever  known  he  is  held  in  high  regard. 

FRANK  HAR\'EY  THOMAS,  a  representa- 
tive and  prominent  citizen  of  Woodbridge,  traces 
his  ancestry  back  to  more  than  one  honored  old 
family  of  that  town.  On  the  paternal  side  his  great- 
great-grandfather  was  Amos  Thomas,  and  the 
great-grandfather,  John  Thomas.  The  grandfather, 
who  also  bore  the  name  of  Amos  Thomas,  was  prob- 
ably a  native  of  Woodbridge,  where  he  grew  to 
manhood  and  married  Lucretia  Baldwin,  a  native 
of  that  town  and  a  granddaughter  of  Thomas  Bald- 
win,, who  was  born  there.  Her  great-grandfather, 
Bamabus  Baldwin,  the  first  of  the  family  in  this 
locality  of  whom  we  have  an)-  definite  knowledge, 
was  a  farmer  of  Woodbridge  and  Milford,  and  was 
probably  born  in  the  latter  place.  Our  subject's 
grandfather,  Amos  Thomas,  v^'as  a  carriagemaker 
by  trade,  and  engaged  in  that  business  in  New  Ha- 
ven, where  he  also  conducted  a  grocery  store  for  a 
time.  He  owned  property  on  Whalley  avenue.  A 
man  of  fine  physical  appearance,  he  was  commis- 
sioned general  in  the  State  Alilitia,  was  captain  of 
the  police  force  of  New  Haven,  a  member  of  the 
fire  department  of  that  city,  and  foreman  of  No.  2 
for  a  time.     In  politics  he  was  a  stanch  Democrat. 

John  Thomas,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  Woodbridge  in  1819,  and  was  educated  in 
the  schools  of  that  town.  He  lived  in  New  Haven, 
Conn.,  and  Newark,  N.  J.,  in  both  of  which  cities 
he  engaged  in  carriage  building — a  trade  he  had 
learned  from  his  father — and  for  many  years  was  a 
resident  of  Derby,  where  he  engaged  in  the  gro- 
cery business.  His  political  support  was  also  given 
the  Democratic  party.  In  O.xford  he  married  Miss 
Eunice  Johnson,  a  daughter  of  Harvey  and  Nancy 
(Riggs)  Johnson.  She  was  born  Sept.  28,  1822, 
and  died  April  27,  1897,  while  he  died  Jan.  8, 
1865.  Their  children  were  Charles  (i),  Charles 
(2),  John,  Adelia  and  Lottie,  all  deceased;  Frank 
Harvey,  our  subject;  and  Charles,  a  piano  tuner 
of  Derby,  Connecticut. 


Frank  H.  Thomas  was  born  in  New  Haven  Sept. 
17,  1844,  and  was  five  years  of  age  at  the  time 
of  the  removal  of  the  family  to  Derby,  where  he  at- 
tended school.  At  the  age  of  eighteen  he  begnn 
life  for  himself  as  a  mechanic  in  the  Colt  rifle  shops 
at  Hartford,  Conn.,  and  also  clerked  in  his  father's 
store.  For  three  years  he  was  engaged  in  the  livery 
business  in  Derby,  and  embarked  in  the  manu- 
facture of  corsets  there,  but  later  the  plant  was 
moved  to  New  Haven,  where  business  was  carried 
on  under  the  firm  name  of  I.  Newman  &  Co.,  and 
where  employment  was  furnished  400  hands.  Mr. 
Thomas  owned  a  third  interest  in  this  business,  but 
owing  to  poor  health  sold  out  at  the  end  of  eight 
years.  In  March,  1880,  he  returned  to  Woodbridge, 
where  he  purchased  a  farm  of  fifty  acres,  and  has 
since  successfully  engaged  in  farming,  making  a 
specialty  of  vegetables  and  fruits. 

At  Derby,  Dec.  25,  1866.  Mr.  Thomas  was  mar- 
ried by  Rev.  Stephen  L.  Mershon  to  Miss  Jane 
Miller,  a  daughter  of  Samuel  and  Barbara  (Smith) 
Miller  and  granddaughter  of  Samuel  Miller.  The 
father  was  born,  reared  and  married  in  -England, 
where  he  worked  at  carriage  painting  for  some 
years,  and  then  emigrated  to  America,  locating  in 
New  Haven,  Conn.,  where  he  died  at  a  compar- 
atively early  age.  After  his  death  the  family  moved 
to  Derby,  where  the  mother  died  at  the  age  of 
seventy-five  years.  She,  too.  was  born  in  England, 
and  was  a  daughter  of  Arthur  Smith.  Henry  Grat- 
ton.  a  relative  of  the  .Smith  family,  and  a  man  of 
some  literary  note,  is  buried  in  Westminster.  Mrs. 
Thomas  was  born  Feb.  13,  1848,  and  is  one  of  a 
large  family  of  children,  the  others  being  as  fol- 
lows :  David,  deceased,  who  was  in  the  carriage 
business  in  New  Haven ;  Eleanor,  wife  of  George 
Smith,  of  Shelton,  Conn.,  upon  whose  land  the 
home  for  working  girls  now  stands ;  Elizabeth,  de- 
ceased wife  of  James  Buckley,  of  Derby;  Arthur, 
an  officer  of  the  British  army  in  active  service,  who 
first  enlisted  as  one  of  the  Queen's  Own  Guard, 
and  when  last  heard  from  was  about  to  embark  for 
India;  Mary,  wife  of  William  Tyther,  of  Shelton, 
Conn. ;  Samuel,  also  a  resident  of  Shelton,  who 
was  a  soldier  in  the  Union  army  during  the  war  of 
the  Rebellion,  and  was  severely  wounded  and  taken 
prisoner  while  in  the  service;  ^Martha,  deceased; 
Martha  (2),  deceased;  Jane  and  Sarah,  twins,  the 
former  the  wife  of  our  subject,  the  latter  de- 
ceased ;  and  Richard,  deceased. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Thomas  have  five  children : 
Martha  Eva,  born  June  14,  1868,  is  a  milliner  of 
New  Haven.  John  Amos,  born  Jan.  30,  1870,  mar- 
ried Lillian  Truclla,  of  Derby,  by  whom  he  has  one 
daughter;  he  is  a  carpenter  of  Shelton.  Dwight 
Samuel,  born  Sept.  6.  1871,  is  a  mason  of  Hart- 
ford. Arthur  Frank,  born  March  21,  1876,  married 
Carrie  Hills,  and  has  one  child,  Franklin  Arthur; 
he  is  a  machinist  of  Shelton,  Conn.  Lillian  Bar- 
bara, born  Jan.  4,  1885,  is  at  home.  Both  our  sub- 
ject and   his   wife   are  consistent   members   of  the 
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Congregational  Church,  and  while  in  business  Mr. 
Thomas  also  affiliated  with  the  Knights  of  Pythias. 
He  is  a  stanch  Republican,  but  has  never  been  an 
office  seeker.  He  is  a  man  of  recognized  abilitv, 
and,  with  his  estimable  wife,  stands  high  in  the  coni- 
niunity  where  they  make  their  home.  Those  who 
know  them  best  are  numbered  among  their  warmest 
friends. 

WILLIAM  SMITH,  a  highly  esteemed  citizen 
of  East  Haven,  who  for  many  years  has  been  identi- 
fied with  its  agricultural  interests,  was  born  in  that 
town  on  the  farm  where  John  Thompson  now  lives, 
Dec.  28,  1822.  It  was  also  the  birthplace  of  his 
grandfather,  Samuel  Smith,  a  son  of  Daniel  Smitii. 
Our  subject's  father,  Asahel  Smith,  was  born  there 
Dec.  10,  1787.  He  married  Eunice  ^liner,  and  to 
them  were  born  eight  children,  namely :  Mary, 
Lester,  Henry,  \\'illiam,  Harriett,  Lucius,  Harvey 
and  Elizabeth.  He  died  at  the  advanced  age  of 
ninety-one  years,  and  his  wife  at  the  age  of  sev- 
enty-six. He  was  a  soldier  of  the  war  of  18 12,  and 
his  father  was  a  member  of  the  Continental  army 
in  the  Revolutionary  war. 

William  Smith  remained  upon  the  old  home- 
stead, aiding  his  father  in  its  operation  until  the 
spring  of  1849,  when  a  company  of  seventy-five  men 
purchased  the  bark,  "J.  \\'alls,"  and  made  prepara- 
tions to  go  to  the  gold  fields  of  California.  They 
sailed  from  New  Haven  on  June  4,  rounded  Cape 
Horn,  and  after  a  voyage  of  seven  months  and  five 
days  landed  in  San  Francisco.  Air.  Smith  went  to 
Sutters  Mills  and  was  engaged  in  prospecting  and 
mining  on  the  south  fork  of  the  American  river  for 
some  time,  starting  back  east  in  November,  1850. 
On  his  return  to  East  Haven  he  resided  on  the  old 
homestead  until  his  marriage. 

On  April  25,  1852,  Mr.  Smith  married  Aliss 
Sarah  J.  Thompson,  who  was  born  June  19,  1827, 
a  daughter  of  John  and  Julia  A.  (Foote)  Thomp- 
son, the  latter  born  Dec.  19,  1802.  Her  father  was 
born  Aug.  12,  1802,  and  was  a  son  of  John  Thomp- 
son, Sr.,  a  soldier  of  the  Revolutionary  war.  The 
latter  was  a  son  of  Timothy  Thompson,  a  resident 
of  the  town  of  East  Haven,  where  many  of  his 
descendants  still  make  their  home.  Mrs.  Smith  is 
the  third  in  order  of  birth  in  a  family  of  six  chil- 
dren, the  others  being  Elizabeth  A.,  John  H.,  Will- 
iam S.,  Jerah  F.  and  Isaac  B.  Jerah  F.  Thomp- 
son was  a  soldier  in  the  war  of  the  Rebellion,  en- 
listing first  at  Trenton,  N.  J.,  in  August,  1S62,  for 
nine  months,  in  Company  B.  21st  Regiment,  and 
second  in  1863;  he  served  until  the  close  of  the  war, 
and  died  in  1885,  aged  forty-eight  years.  Isaac 
B.  Thompson  enlisted  in  Company  B,  15th  Conn. 
^  .  I.,  in  August,  1862,  and  was  killed  by  a  shell 
in  front  of  Fredericksburg,  Va.,  Dec.  12,  1862,  aged 
twenty-one  years. 

After  his  marriage  Air.  Smith  purchased  the  old 
Samuel  Chidsey  farm  in  the  Foxon  District  of 
East  Haven,  where  he  lived  for  a  year  and  a  half. 


and  then  went  to  New  Jersey,  locating  near  Jersey 
City,  where  he  made  his  home  for  four  years.     Re- 
turning to  East  Haven  at  the  end  of  that  time,  he 
bought   the   place   now   occupied    by   Edward   Ekl, 
and  after  living-  there  two  years  purchased  the  farm 
on  which  he  now  resides.     Here  he  has  since  en- 
gaged   in    farmhig    with    fair    success.      He    is    a 
stanch  supporter  of  the  Republican  party,  and  takes 
a  deep  and  commendable  interest  in  public  alTairs. 
i   He  never   withholds   his  support   from  any  enter- 
I  prise  which  he  believes  calculated  to  advance  the 
I   welfare  of  his  town  and  county,  and  justly  merits 
;  the  high  regard  in  which  he  is  held.     His  estimable 
I   wife  is  a  member  of  the  Congregational  Church. 


AAIOS  HENRY  ALLING  (deceased)  was  for 
forty  years  one  of  Derby's  most  influential  and  hon- 
ored   citizens.      He   was     descended     from    Roger 
Ailing,  one  of  a  party  who  emigrated  from  Eng- 
land in   1636,  and  who,  after  passing  a  winter  m 
Boston,    settled   at    New    Haven    in   the   spring   of 
1637,  making  the  journey  from  Boston  by  vessel, 
the  voyage  occupying  three  weeks.     Roger  Ailing 
I  married    Mary,   a   daughter   of   Thomas    Nash,   of 
'   New  Haven,  and  became  the  father  of  seven  chil- 
'■  dren :     Mary,   Samuel,  John,  Sarah,   Eliza,   Susan 

■  and  James. 

I         Samuel  Ailing,  eldest  son  of  Roger,  was  one  of 
the  proprietors  of  the  Colony  in  1685.     He  died  in 

■  1707.     He  was  twice  married,  and  was  the  father 
of  eight  sons  and  three  daughters,  of  which  large 

]  family  ten  were  living  in  1709.     His  first  wife  was 
Eliza,   daughter  of  John   Winston,   who  bore  him 
seven  sons :     Samuel,  John,  James,  Roger,  Roger 
(2),  Theophilus  and  Daniel.     His  second  marriage 
was  to   Sarah   Chedsey,   and   the   children   of   this 
union  were  Caleb,  Sarah,  Elizabeth  and  Esther.  The 
line  of  descent  to  the  late  Amos  H.  Ailing  comes 
i  through  Daniel  Ailing,  the  seventh  son  of  Samuel, 
i   who   became    the    father     of    Timothy,    Silas    and 
Daniel  (2).     Silas  Ailing,  the  great-grandfather  of 
1  Amos    H.    Ailing,   married     Dorcas     Baldwin,    of 
I   Woodbridge.     Their  children  were  Amos,  Edward, 
1   Silas,  Lewis,  Asa,  Anna  and  Rebecca.     Amos  Ail- 
ing,   the    first    born,    married    Alillie    Beecher,    bv 
whom  he  was  the  father  of  six  children:     Rebecca, 
Charles  W.,  Asa.  Sheldon,  Bela  and  Alfred. 

Charles  Wyllis  Ailing,  son  of  Amos,  and  father 
of  Amos  H.,  married  Lucy  Booth,  of  Woodbridge. 
They  were  the  parents  of  seven  children :  The 
eldest,  Mary,  who  is  yet  living,  married  Reilly 
Davis,  of  Oxford,  Conn.  Amos  H.,  the  subject 
of  the  present  memoir,  was  the  second  child  and 
eldest  son.  Charles  B.,  a  sketch  of  whose  life  ap- 
pears elsewhere,  is  a  successful  and  wealthy  woolen 
manufacturer  of  Derby.  Sheldon,  the  fourth  in  or- 
der of  birth,  died  in  infancy.  Lucy  married  Nathan 
Treat,  of  New  Haven  county.  Leonidas.  whose 
biography  may  be  found  elsewhere,  was  the  sixth 
child.  John  W.,  the  seventh,  is  an  attorney  at  law 
in  New  Haven.     Charles  W.  Ailing,  the  father  of 
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this  large  family,  for  many  years  conducted  the 
business  of  carding  wool  and  weaving  cloth,  his 
principal  trade  being  with  the  farmers  of  the  neigh- 
borhood. His  home  and  factory  were  in  Orange, 
where  he  died  April  6.  i86S.  His  widow  survived 
until  Dec.  9,  1890.  Long  before  his  death  'Sir. 
Ailing  leased  his  factory  to  his  sons,  Amos  H.  and 
Charles  B.,  under  whose  skillful  management  the 
business  developed  until  they  took  up  the  manu- 
facturing of  hosiery  and  underwear,  the  plant  being 
removed  to  Derby  in  1858.  A  more  detailed  de- 
scription of  the  growth  of  this  enterprise  may  be 
found  in  the  biographical  sketch  of  Charles  U. 
Ailing. 

Amos  H.  Ailing  was  born  in  Orange  Jan.  3, 
1823.  In  his  boyhood  and  youth  he  worketl  in  his 
father's  mill,  and  in  1845  formed  a  co-partnership 
with  his  brother,  Charles  B.,  to  lease  and  operate 
the  same  as  has  been  already  said.  The  business 
connection  between  the  brotliers  continued  until  th.e 
death  of  Amos  H.,  which  occurred  Feb.  6,  1898.  In 
1847  Mr.  Ailing  married  Sarah  E.  Prudden,  of 
Orange,  a  direct  descendant  of  Rev.  Peter  Prudden, 
the  first  minister  and  founder  of  the  church  in  Mil- 
ford.  They^  had  three  daughters,  two  of  whom, 
Louisa  !Maria  and  Carolyn  Elizabeth,  survive. 
Mary  died  in  1862.  In  1874  Louisa  M.  married 
Dr.  George  Lucius  Bearddey,  of  Milford,  and  thty 
have  two  children.  Ailing  Prudden  and  Elizabeth 
Coley.  In  1882  Mr.  Ailing  married,  for  his  second 
wife,  Mrs.   Harriet   E.   Griffin,  who  survives  him. 

Mr.  Ailing  was  not  only  a  successful  man  of 
business,  but  also  a  public-spirited  citizen,  one 
whose  manly  character,  liberality  and  upright  life 
gained  for  him  the  esteem  of  the  entire  community. 
He  was  one  of  the  original  proprietors  and  incor- 
porators of  the  Housatonic  Water  Co.  in  1866,  and 
one  of  the  board  of  directors  of  same  until  his 
death.  Fraternally  he  was  a  member  of  the  I.  O. 
O.  F.  In  politics  he  was  a  stanch  Republican,  and 
the  temperance  cause  found  in  him  a  true  supporter. 
Early  in  life  he  joined  the  Methodist  Church,  of 
which  he  was  always  a  strong  pillar.  His  religion 
was  more  than  a  form — it  was  active  Christianity, 
governing  his  daily  life,  and  entering  into  every 
dealing  with  his  fellows.  His  benefactions,  though 
liberal,  were  unostentatious.  He  will  long  be  re- 
membered as  a  man  of  Christian  vigor,  and  one 
always  active  in  causes  to  advance  the  kingdom 
of  his  Master  on  the  earth,  and  to  help  lift  the  world 
to  a  higher  plane. 

WILLIAM  W.  HUGHES  has  in  his  career 
illustrated  most  forcibly  the  possibilities  that  are 
open  to  the  young  man  who  possesses  sterling  busi- 
ness qualifications.  It  proves  that  neither  wealth 
nor  social  position,  nor  the  assistance  of  influential 
friends  at  the  outset  of  his  career,  are  necessary  to 
place  him  on  the  road  to  success.  It  also  proves 
that  ambition,  perseverance,  steadfast  purpose  and 
indefatigable  industr)-,  combined  with   sound  busi- 


ness principles,  will  be  rewarded,  and  that  true  suc- 

.:  cess  follows  individual  effort  onlv. 

!      Mr.  Hughes,  who  is  now  engaged  in  farming  in 

I  O.xford,  was  born  in  Southbury,  New  Haven  county, 

I  Dec.  22,  1823,  son  of  Reuben  Hughes,  also  a  native 

I  of   Southbury,   and  a   soldier  of  the  war  of   1812. 

The    paternal    grandfather,    William    Hughes,    was 

iKirn  in  Wales,  and  as  a  soldier  oi  the  Revolutionary 

!  war  aided  the  colonies  in  gaining  their  independence. 

He  was  with  Washington's  arm_\-  during  the  dread- 

!  ful  winter  at  \"alley  Forge. 

1  Our  subject  is  a  self-educated  as  well  as  a  self- 
'  n.iade  man.  He  was  only  twelve  years  of  age  when 
I  his  father  died,  and  he  at  once  l)egan  work  on  a  farm 
I  in  his  native  town  for  his  board  and  clothes.  At 
'  the  age  of  nineteen  he  went  to  New  Haven,  where 
I  he  learned  house  painting,  which  he  followed  for 
i  twenty  years,  several  years  of  this  time  being  spent 
!  in  Naugatuck,  the  remainder  in  Xew  Haven. 

On  Jan.  i,  1862,  Mr.  Hughes  enlisted,  at  Nauga- 
tuck, becoming  a  private  in  Company  F,  59th  N.  Y. 
i  \  .  I.,  and  was  detailed  as  a  musician,  having  pre- 
I  viously  been   a  member  of  the  2d  Regiment  State 
I  Band  for  several  years.     During  most  of  his  service 
j   he  was  in  and  around  Washington,  D.  C,  and  was 
'  discharged  May  27,  1862.    Returning  to  Naugatuck, 
;  he  followed  painting  for  two  years,  and  then  went 
to  New  Haven  with  the  firm  of  W.  &  E.  T.  Fitch, 
a  wholesale  hardware  firm,  with  whom  he  had  a 
contract    for   the    manufacture   of    harness      hooks 
1  which  he  had  patented.     He  received  a  royalty  and 
i   interest  in  the  business,  and  continued  his  connec- 
;  tion  with  the  firm  for  fifteen  years.     Giving  up  his 
I  contract  in  1877,  he  came  to  0.x;ford,  where  he  has 
since  lived.     He  purchased  property  and  turned  his 
attention  to  fruit  growing,  and  now  has  upon  his 
;  place  300  plum  trees,  including  six  Japanese  varie- 
1  tics,  several  hundred  pear  tre;s  and  currant  bushes, 
besides  ether  small  fruits  of  all  kinds,  all  in  a  good 
I  healthy  condition.   His  place,  which  is  known  as  the 
I  Oxford  Valley  Fruit  Farm,  is  one  of  the  most  de- 
I  sirable  in  the  town. 

Mr.  Hughes  has  been  twice  married.  His  first 
wife,  who  died  in  1871,  was  Miss  Martha  Nettle- 
i  ton.  of  Prospect,  Conn.,  by  whom  he  had  three  chil- 
'  dren :  Kate  and  Agnes,  both  deceased :  and  Harry 
N.,  proprietor  of  a  shoe  store  in  New  Haven.  Mr. 
Hughes'  second  wife  was  Miss  Emily  McEwen,  of 
Oxford,  Connecticut. 

Progressive  and  public  spirited,  Mr.  Hughes 
takes  a  deep  interest  in  everything  calculated  to 
I  advance  the  moral,  intellectual  and  material  welfare 
of  his  town  and  county,  and  his  home  has  become 
headquarters  for  literary,  musical  and  other  enter- 
tainments in  Oxford.  He  was  instrumental  in  01- 
ganizing  the  Oxford  Town  Library,  and  volunteered 
his  services  as  librarian  free  of  charge.  This  library, 
has  been  in  his  house  ever  since  it  was  organized, 
and  now  contains  nearly  900  volumes.  Socially 
Mr.  Hughes  is  a  member  of  Delphi  Lodge,  F.  & 
A.  M.,  of  New  Haven;  and  L'pson  Post,  No.  40, 
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,;  A.  K-,  of  Seymour;  and  politically  he  is  a  stanch 
,ii|ilH)rter  of  tiie  Republican  party.  He  has  been 
«.i;ii-.!  upon  to  serve  in  several  local  offices  of  honor 
ami  tru>t,  liaving  been  tax  collector  one  year;  grand 
mr^ir  ami  trial  justice  for  several  years  each;  and 
l,f.t  selectman  of  Oxford.  He  is  widely  and  fa- 
\,.raliiv  known  throughout  the  county,  and  merits 
the  liigli  regard  in  which  he  is  uniformly  held. 

JOSEPH  F.  GILPIN,  whose  widow  now  re- 
sides in  her  pleasant  and  attractive  home  at  No.  114 
Soiitli  Clift'  street,  Ansonia,  was  a  native  of  Man- 
clKsler,  England,  born  July  18,  1837,  a  son  of 
lames  Gilpin,  a  native  of  Fairtield,  England.  James 
Gilpin  was  a  carpenter,  and  followed  that  trade 
ii|)  to  the  time  of  his  death,  at  the  age  of  lifty-tive 
wars.  He  married  Sarah  Hitchen,  who  was  born 
"in  Norwich,  England,  and  they  became  the  par- 
ents of  thirteen  children,  three  of  whom  are  still 
living:  (i)  Hannah,  Airs.  Sacheler,  in  New  Zea- 
land. (2)  Luzetta,  widow  of  Alfred  J.  Swick,  liv- 
ing ill  Ansonia.  (3j  John  E.,  who  lives  in  Hart- 
ford. Alice,  -Mrs.  Fielding,  who  resided  in  Lock 
street.  Ansonia,  died  Feb.  10,  1900.  Joseph  F.  was 
liie  second  child  and  eldest  son.  The  mother 
readied  the  age  of  eighty-two  years.  Both  parents 
were  nieinbers  of  the  Aloravian  Church,  in  which 
tliey  were  faithful  workers. 

Joseph  F.  Gilpin  learned  the  machinist's  trade 
when  a  young  man,  and  followed  it  until  he  came 
u>  the  L'nited  States.  In  1864  and  1865  he  worked 
in  .New  \'ork,  and  then  coming  to  Ansonia  worked 
witli  the  Ansonia  Brass  &  Copper  Co.  as  a  ma- 
ciiinist.  He  was  faithful  and  industrious,  possessed 
of  imiiiual  executive  force,  and  soon  became  fore- 
man of  a  room.  He  continued  to  advance,  and 
presently  became  master  mechanic  and  general  su- 
perintendent of  the  water  and  steam  power  work 
of  the  four  mills.  Mr.  Gilpin  designed  and  built 
the  beautiful  copper  mill,  one  of  the  largest  of  all 
the  structures,  and  greatly  admired  by  all  who  see 
it.  Hie  works  have  continually  increased  in  size, 
and  Mr.  Gilpin  directed  the  labor  of  one  hundred 
men.  He  was  highly  respected  by  all  who  knew 
liini,  commanding  the  confidence  of  his  employers 
and  the  good  will  and  friendship  of  those  whose 
work  he  directed.  For  twenty-live  years  he  was 
with  the  A.  B.  C.  Company,  and  was  one  of  the 
oldest  men  in  the  shops  of  the  city;  all  the  latest 
designing  in  machinery,  and  all  the  new  and  novel 
designs  of  custom  work  were  done  by  him,  as  he 
was  confessedly  the  best  mechanic  in  the  shop.  He 
dii-d  Jan.  11,  1892,  at  the  age  of  fifty-four. 

Mr.  Gilpin  was  married  in  1858  to  Sarah  Simp- 
"n.  who  was  born  in  Oldham,  England,  one  of  the 
»ix  children  of  Samuel  and  Anna  (Blackburn) 
.•^itiipM.n,  and  a  granddaughter  of  James  Simpson, 
the  latter  a  wholesale  butcher  in  England,  who 
lived  to  he  ninety-nine  years  old.  Samuel  Simpson 
wn<  a  grocer,  and  dicd'at  Manchester,  England,  at 
the   early   age  of  thirty-eight  vears.     He^niarried 
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Anna  Blackburn,  who  was  born  in  Oldham,  Eng- 
land, one  of  the  fourteen  children  of  Anna  Tarren, 
a  native  of  Yorkshire.  Of  the  six  children  born  of 
this  marriage,  there  are  yet  living  Mrs.  Gilpin,  who 
is  the  oldest  in  the  family ;  Ann  Ogden,  of  Eng- 
land; John,  in  Oldham,  England;  and  Samuel,  in 
Southport,  England.  Airs.  Anna  (Blackburn) 
Simpson  died  at  the  age  of  forty-four.  Both  she 
and  her  husband  were  members  of  the  Episcopal 
Church. 

To  Joseph  F.  and  Sarah  Gilpin  were  born  six 
children,  of  whom  three  are  living :  ( i )  Charles 
J.,  a  master  mechanic  in  the  A.  B.  C.  Co.,  who  mar- 
ried Carrie  Colling,  and  has  three  children,  Fred- 
erick J.,  Bertha  ancb  Charles  J.  (2)  Emma  L. 
married  William  Roberts,  a  tube  drawer  in  the 
Bridgeport  Brass  Co.,  and  has  two  children,  Clara 
Louisa  and  Emma  E.  (  3 )  Sarah  married  Edward 
Harteniz,  a  cigarmaker  in  .\nsonia,  and  is  the 
mother  of  two  children,  Lillian  G.  and  Flora  Louisa. 
(4)  Frederick  had  learned  the  trade  of  wire-draw- 
ing, and  was  twenty-two  years  old  at  the  time  of 
his  death.  (5)  Clara  died  when  seven  years  old. 
(6)  One  died  in  infancy. 

Mr.  Gilpin  was  a  Alason,  and  held  different  po- 
sitions in  the  local  lodge ;  was  a  working  member 
of  the  I.  O.  O.  F.,  where  he  had  passed  the  vari- 
ous chairs ;  and  he  also  belonged  to  the  Knights 
of  Pythias,  in  which  he  had  filled  several  important 
positions.  In  politics  he  was  a  Republican,  and 
was  deeply  interested  in  public  affairs.  He  bought 
the  pretty  home  in  which  his  widow  is  now  living, 
and  found  keen  delight  in  its  care  and  improvement. 
Mr.  and  Airs.  Gilpin  were  both  members  of  the 
Episcopal  Church.  They  were  highly  respected  and 
popular  in  the  social  circles  in  which  they  moved. 
She  is  still  a  great  reader,  and  is  an  intelligent 
and  thoughtful  lady,  thoroughly  familiar  with  her 
fine  library. 

GEORGE  COOK,  an  honored  and  venerable 
resident  of  Yalesville,  and  one  of  the  older  settlers 
of  the  town  of  Wallingford,  was  born  in  Plymouth 
Hollow,  Litchfield  Co..  Conn.,  Oct.  10,  1823,  a  son 
of  Sylvester  Cook,  who  was  a  native  of  Litchfield 
county,  where  his  boyhood  and  youth  were  spent. 

On  reaching  adult  years  Sylvester  Cook  became 
a  farmer  in  Plymouth  Hollow,  where  he  remained 
until  1824,  when  he  removed  to  Aliddlesex  coun- 
ty, and  located  in  Aliddletown.  There  he  continued 
farming,  and  lived  until  his  death  in  1874,  at  the 
ripe  age  of  eighty-five  years.  His  remains  rest  in 
Westfield  cemetery.  He  was  a  Democrat  in  poli- 
tics, but  had  little  love  for  the  intricacies  of  party 
machinery.  In  religion  he  was  a  Universalist,  and 
lived  a  clean  and  upright  life.  Mr.  Cook  was  mar- 
ried to  Aliss  Alarietta  Hall,  who  was  born  in 
Aleriden,  a  daughter  of  David  Hall,  and  died  in 
New  Haven  at  the  age  of  seventy-eight.  Her  re- 
mains were  buried  in  the  New  Haven  cemetery. 
To  this  union  was  born  a  family  of  eight  children: 
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Elvah,  who  died  young;  IMarvin ;  George;  Lucy; 
Ruth,  who  married  George  Higly ;  Sarah,  who  mar- 
ried C.  Fiiikain,  of  New  Haven;  Sylvester,  a  sol- 
dier in  the  Civil  war;  Josephine,  who  became  Mrs. 
Lincoln.  All  these  are  dead  except  Sarah  and  the 
gentleman  whose  career  forms  the  subject  of  this 
article. 

George  Cook  was  an  infant  when  his  parents 
came  to  Aliddletown,  and  there  he  grew  to  man- 
hood under  the  parental  roof.  A  common-school 
education  was  afforded  him,  and  his  was  the  life  of 
the  farmer  lads  of  his  day.  From  a  very  early  age 
he  worked  at  farm  labor,  and  while  still  a  young 
man  spent  some  seven  years  in  the  employ  of 
Comfort  Hall,  a  farmer.  For  two  years  he  worked 
for  William  J.  Ives,  and  then  bought  a  small  farm 
in  Prospect,  which  he  afterward  sold,  and  was  then 
for  five  years  on  a  farm  which  he  had  bought  in 
Westfield,  Middlesex  county.  Selling  this  at  the 
expiration  of  that  period,  he  came  to  Yalesville  and 
entered  the  box  shop  of  the  Charles  Parker  Manu- 
facturing Co.,  where  he  spent  the  ensuing  forty 
^•ears  of  his  life,  the  greater  part  of  this  time  be- 
ing assistant  foreman  and  foreman  of  his  depart- 
inent.  In  1898  he  gave  up  active  work  and  is  now 
living  a  retired  life.  To-day  he  is  one  of  the  best 
known  and  most  universally  respected  men  of  the 
community.  His  long  years  of  honorable  labor, 
his  high  character  and  his  genial  disposition  com- 
mand the  confidence  and  retain  the  respect  of  the 
people  with  whom  he  has  lived  a  full  generation  of 
years. 

George  Cook  was  married  in  1846,  in  Westfield, 
to  Miss  Cornelia  P.  Anthony,  a  daughter  of  Ab- 
salom Anthony,  and  to  this  union  have  come  eight 
children:  (i)  George,  a  resident  of  Wallingford ; 
(2)  Maryette,  who  married  Charles  Schrader;  (3) 
Lorenzo,  a  dry  goods  merchant  in  Wallingford ; 
(4)  Charles,  foreman  of  the  Hallenbeck  shop  at 
Wallingford;  (5)  Frank,  who  lives  in  Indiana;  (6) 
T^illie,  who  married  Samuel  Barnes,  of  Southing- 
ton;  (7)  Cora,  who  married  Charles  Doolittle ;  (8) 
"William  C,  who  is  a  bookkeeper  for  the  Inter- 
national Silver  Co.,  of  Meriden,  and  who  married 
Nellie  L.  Tyler,  of  Wallingford.  i\Irs.  Cook  died 
in  1887,  and  was  buried  in  Wallingford.  She  was 
a  good  woman,  a  faithful  member  of  the  Methodist 
Church,  and  had  m.any  warm  and  devoted  friends. 
Mr.  Cook  was  selectman  of  the  town  for  two  years, 
constable  for  ten  years,  justice  of  the  peace  for 
many  years,  and  served  as  postmaster  during  Cleve- 
land's first  administration.  A  member  of  the 
Board  of  Relief,  and  the  Board  of  Education,  he 
has  rendered  his  community  lasting  services.  He  is 
a  Democrat  in  politics,  and  was  once  nominated 
by  his  partv  for  representative  in  the  State  Legis- 
lature, but  failed  to  be  elected.  One  of  the  organ- 
izers of  the  Methodist  Church  in  Yalesville,  his 
name  is  associated  with  the  history  of  its  growth 
and  progress ;  he  was  one  of  its  first  trustees  and 
steward,  and  is  still  continued  in  the  last  named 


I  position,  chairman  of  the  official  board,  class  leader 
and  assistant  superintendent  of  the  Sunday-school. 
I  From  the  time  of  his  union  with  the  church  he  has 
I  been  zealous  in  its  behalf.  Mr.  Cook  has  many 
I  friends,  who  admire  not  only  his  upright  character, 
his  long  and  useful  life,  but  also  his  warm  and  sym- 
I  pathetic  heart. 

j  FITCH  SMITH  (deceased),  through  years  of 
'  his  identification  with.  Derby,  enjoyed  the  highest 
i  respect  of  his  fellow  townsmen  by  reason  of  his 
!  strict  integrity,  true  manhood  and  progressive  spirit. 
j  He  was  a  gentleman  of  refinement  and  culture,  a 
i  sincere,  honest  man,  true  to  his  word,  his  friends 
i  and  his  convictions.  His  devotion  to  the  public 
I  welfare  made  him  a  valued  factor  in  public  life, 
;  and  by  his  death  the  community  was  deprived  of 
j  one  of  her  best  citizens. 

j  Mr.  Smith  was  born  in  Derby  Jan.  28,  1806,  a 

'\   son  of  Abijah  Smith,  who  came  here  from  Xorwalk, 

;   Conn.,  where  he  was  born.     For  some  time  he  was 

i   engaged  in  the  coal  business  in  Pennsylvania,  and 

is   believed  to  have    been  the  first    in  the  L'nited 

I   States  to  mine  coal.     He  married  Eunice  Chatfield, 

j  a  native  of  Derby,  daughter  of  Ebenezer  Chatfield, 

1   and  sister  of   Caleb   Chatfield,   who   was  killed  in 

j  the  battle  of  Brandy  wine,  in  1777,  during  the  Rev- 

j  olutionary  war.     After  their  marriage  they  located 

1   in  Derby.     Thirteen  children   blessed  their  union. 

1         Fitch  Smith  was  twelfth  in  the  order  of  birth 

in   tlie   family.     When   a   young  man   he   went   to 

I  Newark,  N.  J.,  where  he  married  Miss  Jane  H. 

Bouton,  who  was  born  in  Salem,  N.  Y.,  a  daughter 

'.  of  John  M.  Bouton,  of  'French  ancestry.     To  this 

j   union  were  born  five  children,  Wilhelmina,   Fitch 

I  W.,  Wilson  H.,  Estelle  and  Helen.     Fitch  W.  is  a 

resident  of  New  York ;  Wilson  H.  is  deceased ;  and 

the  daughters  reside  in  Derby  in  the  old  home  left 

them  by  their  parents. 

While  a  resident  of  Newark,  Mr.  Smith  was  a 
member  of  the  firm  of  Smith  &  Wright,  extensive 
leather  manufacturers,  doing  business  in  the  South, 
and  he  spent  his  winters  mostly  in  Charleston,  S. 
C.  After  several  years  devoted  to  the  leather  busi- 
;  ness  he  retired  in  April,  1843,  and  returned  to 
I  Derby — Birmingham  (now  Derbv)  being  his  place 
of  residence — where  he  was  extensively  interested 
in  real  estate,  owning  the  greater  portion  of  the 
small  village,  then  in  its  earliest  days.  He  was 
president  of  the  Naugatuck  Transportation  Co.  dur- 
ing its  existence,  a  large  owner  in  steamboats,  was 
possessor  of  many  sloops,  and  did  an  extensive  car- 
rv-ing  business.  He  was  also  a  stockholder  in  many 
other  enterprises,  but  shortly  after  the  close  of  the 
Civil  war  he  retired  from  active  business  life,  giving 
his  attention  principally  to  his  real  estate  interests 
He  opened  up  streets  in  Derby,  named  them,  and 
made  many  other  improvements  in  the  property, 
which  is  now  covered  with  beautiful  homes.  Mr. 
Smith  was  a  man  of  high  intelligence  and  a  typical 
gentleman  of  the  old  school. 
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Mr.  Smith  died  Jan.  lo,  1894,  his  wife  passing  i 
;uvav  on  the  1st  of  the  same  month.  They  were 
active  members  of  the  Episcopal  Church,  and  he 
.-ave  the  land  on  which  the  rectory  and  other  build- 
iiiRS  of  the  church  have  been  erected.  He  was  first 
a  Whig  and  later  a  Republican,  but  took  no  active 
part  in  political  aftairs.  He  was  very  generous, 
extremely  public-spirited,  and  took  an  active  part  in 
everything  pertaining  to  the  upbuilding  of  Derby, 
especially  during  its  infancy,  being  a  liberal  con- 
tributor to  the  enterprises  which  insured  its  prog- 
ress. It  is  to  such  men  that  the  community  owes  , 
its  prosperity  and  advancement,  and  to  them  it 
owes  a  debt  of  gratitude  which  can  never  be  repaid,   j 

MRS.  ALl\nR,\  E.  TURNER,  of  Woodbridge,   ' 
is  a   worthy   representative  of  an  old   and   highly 
esteemed  family  of  New  Haven  county,  which  was   | 
founded  here  by  Richard  Sperry,  who  came  from   ' 
England  about   1660.     Her    paternal    grandfather, 
Ebenezer  Sperry,  was  a  native  of  Woodbridge,  born 
July  27,    1773,  on   what   is  known   as   the   Sperry 
farm,  and  is  still  owned  by  the  Sperry  family.     The   ; 
house  standing  thereon  was  built  when  he  was  a   ; 
child   of    five  years.      He   wedded    Mary   Xewton 
Booth,  also  a  native  of  Woodbridge  and  a  daughter 
of  Walter  and  Mary   (Newton)    Booth.     He  died 
Oct.  26,   1850,  and  she  departed  this  life  Feb.   2, 
1865,  at  the  age  of  eighty-two  years.     They  had 
two  children,  of  whom   Calvin,  the  father  of  our 
subject,  was  the  youngest.    Eunice  married  Edward 
Hine,  of  Woodbridge,  and  to  them  were  born  three 
children :     Catherine   Mary,  who  married   the  late 
Riley  Peck,  of  Woodbridge,  and  died  Nov.  5,  1901, 
aged  seventy-four  years ;  Sarah  Antoinette,  widow 
of  Birdsey  Bradley,  of  Hamden ;  and  Velina,  wife 
of  Lewis  Hitchcock,  of  Woodbridge. 

Calvin  Spern,-  was  born  on  the  old  homestead 
Dec.  II,  1S07,  and  there  spent  his  entire  life  engaged 
in  agricultural  pursuits.  In  addition  to  general 
farming,  he  was  also  engaged  in  the  milk  business 
for  a  time,  and  in  his  undertakings  met  with  fair 
success.  He  was  a  stanch  supporter  of  the  Re- 
publican party  and  its  principles,  and  was  a  con- 
sistent member  of  the  Congregational  Church  of 
Woodbridge.  After  an  honorable  and  useful  career 
he  died  May  28,  1871,  in  his  si.xty-fourth  year. 

Mr.  Sperry  was  married  three  times,  his  first 
wife  being  Sarah  A.  Carrington,  a  daughter  of 
Liverus  and  Lowly  Carrington.  She  died  Jan.  23, 
1853,  at  the  age  of  forty-four  years,  and  he  next 
married  Cynthia  Riggs,  by  whom  he  had  one  daugh- 
ter, Eleanor,  now  deceased.  The  third  wife  was 
Perentha  Baldwin.  There  were  three  children  by 
the  first  marriage,  namely:  (i)  Elizur  L.,  born 
Peb.  5,  1831,  married  Sarah  L.  Williams,  and  spent 
the  greater  part  of  his  latter  years  in  Florida;  he 
died  Aug.  16,  1901,  aged  seventy  years.  (2)  Al- 
mira  E.,  our  subject,  was  born  in  Woodbridge 
March  28,  1837,  and  has  been  twice  married,  her 
first  husband  being  Charles  Baldwin,  son  of  Newton 


and  Esther  Baldwin.  After  his  death  she  married 
George  Turner,  son  of  Orib  and  Nancy  ( Corn- 
stock )  Turner.  She  makes  her  home  in  Wood- 
bridge  and  is  highly  respected  by  all  who  know  her. 
(3)  Sarah  x\ngeline,  born  Aug.  28,  1839,  died  April 
19,  1849. 

CHARLES  H.  STOWE.  The  first  account  we 
have  of  the  Stowes  was  during  the  time  of  the 
Norman  invasion.  Whether  they  were  in  England 
before  this  time  we  are  unable  to  ascertain.  Several 
of  the  name  are  now  living  in  Germany.  It  is  a 
Saxon  name  meaning  "place,"  and  is  written  in- 
differently with  or  witliout  the  final  "e,"  more  com- 
monly with  it. 

About  the  year  1500  there  was  dwelling  in  St. 
Michael's  parish,  London,  Thomas  Stowe,  who  is 
the  first  known  ancestor.  His  will  is  recorded 
among  the  births  in  the  London  Register.  His  son, 
Thomas  Stowe,  Jr.,  was  the  historian  and  annalist, 
well  known  in  history ;  he  was  Duke  of  Devonshire 
and  Buckingham.  From  the  Heralds'  College  it 
appears  that  there  is  a  coat  of  arms,  with  the  title 
of  Duke,  belonging  to  Thomas,  Jr.  Previous  to 
their  emigration  to  America  a  number  of  Stowes 
•had  lived  in  London,  England,  during  several  cen- 
turies. Their  principal  residence  was  in  Leadenhall 
street,  and  they  owned  the  beautiful  place  now  oc- 
cupied by  the  Duke  of  Buckingham,  and  known  as 
"Stow  Park."  The  name  is  also  very  common  in 
Scotland. 

John  Stowe,  Jr.,  the  first  Stowe  to  arrive  in 
America,  was  born  in  England  about  1595,  and 
landed  at  Boston  April  12,  1635,  coming  over  in 
the  ship  "Elizabeth,"  Capt.  Stagg,  master.  From 
there  he  moved  to  Roxbury,  2vlass.,  and  he  gave 
three  acres  of  land  for  the  grammar  school  of  Rox- 
bury. He  died  ui  September,  1663.  From  him 
Charles  H.  Stowe  traces  his  ancestry  through 
Thomas,  Sr.,  Thomas.  Jr.,  Samuel,  Stephen,  Jede- 
diah,  Sr.,  Jedediah,  Jr.,  and  Alvin. 

Stephen  Stowe.  the  tenth  child  of  Deacon  Sam- 
uel, was  born  May  22,  1726.  He  married  Free- 
love  Baldwin,  of  Milford,  and  the  local  Daughters 
of  the  American  Revolution  have  honored  her  mem- 
ory by  naming  their  chapter  for  her.  During  the 
Revolutionary  war  a  British  ship  had  on  board  a 
large  number  of  .\merican  prisoners  afflicted  with  a 
contagious  disease,  whom  they  landed  one  cold  win- 
ter's night  near  the  Stowe  home.  He  kept  them 
during  the  night,  and  as  no  one  could  be  found  to 
care  for  them  he  volunteered  to  do  so.  Feeling 
that  it  meant  to  sacrifice  his  life,  he  made  his  will 
the  next  morning.  In  two  weeks  time  he  contracted 
the  disease  and  died.  He  is  termed  a  martvr  to  his 
country. 

The  Stowe  family  has  been  represented  in  the 
State  from  pioneer  times,  and  Jedediah  Stowe.  the 
grandfather  of  Charles  H.,  was  born  in  New  Ha- 
ven county.  For  many  years  his  occupation  was 
farming,  and  his  death  occurred  in  Milford.     He 
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married  Martha  Camp,  and  they  had  eight  children, 
two  of  whom  died  in  childhood.  Jerry,  a  carpenter 
by  trade,  resided  in  ^Milford  many  years,  but  died 
in  Bridgeport.  Alvin  is  mentioned  more  fully  be- 
low. ^Iary  married  Charles  Baldwin,  a  grocer  of 
Milford.  Caroline  married  Samuel  B.  Guiin.  Har- 
riet married  Hezekiah  Baldwin.  Martha  married 
Isaac  Woodrut?,  of  iNIilford. 

Alvin  Stowe.  our  subject's  father,  was  born  in 
Milford  May  S,  1S02.  and  died  ^^larch  21,  1889.  He 
was  a  farmer  by  occupation,  owning  a  farm  of  one 
hundred  acres.  He  was  prominent  in  local  affairs, 
being  one  of  the  organizers  of  the  Democratic  party 
<in  the  town,  served  several  .times  as  assessor,  and 
three  years  as.  selectman.  As  a  member  of  the  Con- 
gregational Church  he  was  active  in  religious  work. 
He  married  Sarah  Peck,  of  Milford,  and  had  four 
children,  namely:  Urban  C.  born  Nov.  2,  1838; 
Treat  P.,  born  April  22.  1841,  died  April  22,  1842; 
John  X.,  bom  March  9,  1846,  died  Jan.  17,  1892; 
Charles  H.,  born  Xov.  22,  1848. 

Charles  H.  Stowe.  the  subject  proper  of  this 
sketch,  a  highly  respected  citizen  of  Milford,  was 
born  Nov.  22,  1848.  After  securing  a  district  and 
high  school  education  he  learned  the  machinist's 
trade.  Later  he  entered  the  employ  of  Baldwin,' 
Rice  &  Read,  as  machinist,  having  charge  of  all 
the  machines,  used  bv  them  in  the  manufacture  of 
straw  hats.  Although  the  personnel  of  the  firm  has 
changed  several  times,  he  occupies  the  same  posi- 
tion. He  owns  a  small  farm,  but  does  not  give  his 
personal  attention  to  its  cultivation.  As  a  promi- 
nent and  influential  member  of  the  Democratic 
party  he  has  held  several  public  otTices,  having 
served  two  terms  as  assessor  and  four  years  as  se- 
lectman. He  is  a  member  of  the  Royal  Arcanum 
and  of  the  Masonic  fraternity.  He  and  his  family 
are  identified  with  the  First  Congregational  Church 
in  Milford. 

On  Nov.  3.  1875,  ■^^■'-  Stowe  married  Susan  E. 
Smith,  of  Orrington,  ]^Iaine,  and  four  children  have 
blessed  their  union:  Mabel  W.,  born  Oct.  31, 
1876,  wife  of  Arthur  W'hitcomb,  of  Paterson,  N. 
/  J. ;  Walter  P.,  born  Oct.  18,  1878,  a  graduate  of  the 
New  York  College  of  Pharmacy,  now  located  in 
Brooklyn  as  a  pharmacist;  Stella  L.  C,  born  May 
2,  1883;  and  Albert  P.,  born  Aug.  16,  1892. 

DEACON  SA:MUEL  HULL,  one  of  the  well- 
known  and  much  respected  citizens  of  Wallingford, 
is  a  deacon  of  the  Baptist  Church,  and  a  leading 
agriculturist  of  that  town.  Born  Feb.  5,  1824.  on 
the  Hull  homestead  in  the  North  Farms  District 
of  the  town,  he  is  a  descendant  of  two  of  the  oldest 
and  most  prominent  families  in  this  part  of  the 
State.  He  has  led  a  long  and  useful  life,  acting 
from  high  principles  and  seeking  a  noble  ideal. 

The  Hull  family  came  from  Derbyshire.  Eng- 
land, and  George  Hull,  its  first  representative  in 
America,  settled  at  Windsor.  Conn.,  in  1636.  He 
was   a   surveyor.      He    married   Elizabeth    Loomis. 


Richard  and  Andrew  Hull,  whose  relationship  to- 
George  is  not  known,  were  at  New  Haven  the  year 
that  gentleman  was  married,  1639. 

Dr.  John  Hull,  an  ancestor  of  Deacon  Hull, 
was  admitted  a  planter  in  1661.  Seven  years  later 
he  removed  to  Derby,  where  he  remained  until  1O87, 
in  that  year  coming  to  Wallingford  to  spend  the 
rest  of  his  life.  He  died  in  171 1.  Dr.  Hull  was  the 
first  of  the  name  in  the  town.  He  exchanged  the 
Hull  homestead  at  Stratford  for  the  Benjamin 
Lewis  property  at  \\'allingford.  On  Oct.  17,  1671,. 
he  married,  for  his  second  wife,  ]Mary  Jones,  and 
after  her  death  Rebecca  Turner  became  his  \\'ife, 
Sept.  20,  1699.  To  him  were  born  the  following 
children :  John,  born  March  14,  1661  ;  Samuel, 
born  Feb,  4,  1663;  Mary,  born  Oct.  31,  1666:  Jo- 
seph, born  in  1668  (married  Marv  Nichols,  of  Der- 
by) ;  Benjamin,  ^[.  D.,  born  Oct.  7,  1672  (married 
Elizabeth  Andrews)  ;  Ebenezer,  born  in  1673  (^ 'tar- 
ried Lydia  Mix)  :  Richard,  born  in  1674;  Dr.  Jere- 
miah, born  in  1679;  and  Asher. 

Dr.  Jeremiah  Hull  was  a  physician  of  more 
than  ordinary  skill  and  reputation,  and  was  the  pro- 
prietor of  a  considerable  tract  of  land  in  Walling- 
ford, where  he  died  May  14,  1736.  On  May  24, 
171 1,  he  married  Hannah  Cook,  daughter  of  Sam- 
uel and  Hope  Cook.  She  died  Dec.  11,  1741.  To 
this  union  came  the  following  children:  John,  born 
Nov.  13,  1712,  who  married  Mar\-  Andrews;  Closes, 
born  Dec.  21,  1714,  who  died  June  3,  1736;  Tabi- 
tha,  born  March  3.  1717;  Hannah,  born  ]\Iarch  18, 
1720;  Anna;  Jeremiah.  Ijorn  Jan.  5,  1729.  mentioned 
below;  Joseph,  born  March  24.  1733,  who  married 
Hannah  Corbitt ;  Patience,  born  Oct.  20,  1735;  and 
Keturah. 

Jeremiah  Hull,  noted  above,  was  a  prominent 
farmer  and  land  owner  in  Wallingford,  where  his  ! 
life  was  spent.  He  died  Aug.  24,  1790,  and  was 
buried  in  Wallingford.  On  Jan.  18,  1753,  he  mar- 
ried Mary  Merriman,  who  died  Aug.  22.  1774.  They 
had  the  following  children:  Caleb,  born  Dec.  I, 
1753;  Jeremiah;  Samuel;  and  Ann,  who  married 
Jacob  Rice.  To  his  second  marriage  were  bom : 
Benjamin ;  Levi ;  Hannah,  who  married  a  Mr. 
Heath,  of  Wallingford ;  and  Eunice,  who  married 
a  Mr.  Pratt,  of  Essex,  Connecticut. 

Samuel  Hull,  son  of  Jeremiah,  and  grandfather 
of  Deacon  Hull,  served  as  a  soldier  throughout  the 
Revolutionary  war.  He  was  born  in  Wallingford, 
married  Lois  Peck,  and  settled  on  the  Hull  home- 
stead, on  which  he  made  extensive  improvements, 
being  one  of  the  most  enterprising  famiers  of  his 
day  in  that  section.  He  was  a  lifelong  agriculturist, 
and  he  and  his  wife  died  on  the  farm.  Mrs.  Hull 
was  a  woman  of  much  character  and  cultivation. 
Her  father's  home  was  in  Deerfield,  and  when  that 
town  was  burned  by  the  Indians,  in  1704,  Mrs. 
Hull's  mother  or  .grandmother  (with  the  lapse  of 
years  some  uncertainty  has  arisen),  then  a  girl, 
secreted  herself,  with  the  town  records  and  Bible, 
in  the  cellar  of  the  only  house  left  standing.     The 
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Bible  is  now  in  the  possession  of  Deacon  Samuel 
Hull,  our  subject.  Samuel  and  Lois  (Peck)  Hull 
had  three  chiklren  :  William  :  Sylvester,  who  mar- 
ried Delilah,  daughter  of  ISenajah  ^ilorse ;  and 
Lois,  who  married  Aliles  Ives. 

William  Hull,  the  father  of  Deacon  Hull,  for  the 
most  part  educated  himself,  and  was  one  of  the 
Tjest-known  citizens  of  the  town.  He  owned  and 
operated  a  tract  of  loo  acres  in  the  Xorth  Farms 
District  of  Wallingford.  en  which  he  made  many 
substantial  improvements,  and  gave  much  attention 
to  stock  raising.  He  did  considerable  business  in 
getting  out  staves  and  other  timber,  and  was  a 
prosperous  and  fore-handed  man.  In  politics  he 
■was  a  Democrat,  and  in  religion  a  member  of  the 
Baptist  Church.  He  died  on  his  farm  in  1849, 
and  was-  buried  in  the  Center  Street  cemetery. 
William  Hull  married  Alma  Hall,  who  was  bom  on 
the  Wallingford  farm  now  occupied  by  her  son, 
•Col.  Henry  Hull.  Her  father,  Reuben  Hall,  was 
one  of  the  large  land  owners  and  farriiers  of  Wall- 
ingford. Her  mother  was  a  Miller,  and  thus  our 
subject  is  descended  on  the  maternal  side  from 
Benjamin  Miller,  of  Middlefield,  one  of  the  first 
settlers  there.  Benjamin  Miller  had  several  sons, 
and  our  subject's  wife,  Mrs.  Susan  A.  (Miller) 
Hull,  is  descended  from  one  of  these  on  her  father's 
side,  and  from  another  on  her  mother's  side. 
Through  a  third  son  the  line  descends  to  our  sub- 
ject. The  families  were  first  united  in  the  marriage 
of  Mr.  and  ^Irs.  William  Hull,  and  with  the  union 
of  Samuel  Hull  and  Susan  A.  Miller  they  are  now 
doubly  united.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  William  Hull 
came  four  children :  (  i ")  Col.  Henry  married  El- 
nora  Humiston.  (2)  Elizabeth  first  married  Dr. 
O.  Doolittle,  and  later  Horace  Smith.  (3)  Samuel 
is  the  subject  proper  of  this  article.  (4)  William 
Dexter  died  at  the  ag-e  of  seventeen  vears. 

Deacon  Sanuiel.  Hull  attended  the  Xorth  Farms 
schools,  and  also  a  select  school  at  Meriden.  He 
remained  at  home  with  his  parents  until  he  reached 
the  age  of  twenty  years,  when  he  went  West  to 
Illinois,  then  very  largely  a  wilderness.  After 
spendino-  two  years  in  the  West  he  then  came  back 
to  his  Connecticut  home,  but  soon  returned  to  Illi- 
nois, where  he  engaged  in  farming.  The  poor  health 
of  his  father  very  soon  called  him  home  again  to 
cultivate  the  familv  farm,  which  passed  into  his 
possession  after  the  death  of  his  parents,  and  for 
the  past  fifty  years  he  has  been  engaged  in  cultivat- 
ing this  very  desirable  tract,  which  has  been  the 
home  of  his  father,  grandfather  and  great-grand- 
iather.  He  n'as  one  of  the  first  farmers  to  engage 
in  tobacco  culture.  Mr.  Hull  is  now  enjoying  the 
I'ruits  of  a  long  and  useful  life. 

Mr.  Hull  was  married  Jan.  31.  1855.  at  Middle- 
field,  Conn.,  to  Miss  Susan  A.  Miller,  who  was  born 
there,  daughter  of  Ira  Miller,  an  old  resident  of 
tbat  community.  Mrs.  Hull  was  educated  in  the 
I'ublic  school  of  Middlefield  and  in  a  select  school, 
and  was  a  very  capable  and  successful  teacher  before 


her  marriage.  To  this  union  have  come  two  chil- 
dren:  (i)  Alida  was  educated  in  the  district  school, 
a  select  school  in  Meriden.  and  the  State  Normal 
at  Xew  Britain,  and  taught  school  in  Wallingford 
three  terms;  she  married  Horace  H.  Williams,  a 
dairy  farmer,  of  East  Wallingford.  (2>  Anna,  who 
was  educated  at  the  district  school  and  in  the  Gram- 
mar School  at  Boston,  married  Julius  Williams,  a 
farmer. 

Deacon  Hull  is  a  Republican,  but  has  no  thirst 
for  office.  He  and  his  wife  belong  to  the  Baptist 
Church,  where  for  eight  years  he  has  officiated  as 
deacon.  They  are  both  highly  respected  people, 
and  have  many  warm  friends  throughout  the  com- 
munity. 

The  Miller  F.vmily,  of  Middlefield,  is  traced 
to  Thomas  Miller,  of  Birmingham.  England,  who 
came  to  Rowley,  Mass.,  was  made  a  freeman  in 
1639,  ^"d  was  a  carpenter  there  in  165 1,  according 
to  the  records.  Thence  he  moved  to  r^Iiddletown, 
Conn.,  where  lands  were  recorded  in  his  name  in 
1654,  and  where  he  was  admitted  to  the  church 
through  letter,  from  Rowley.  He  built  the  first 
gristmill  in  that  town,  and  it  stood  on  Miller's 
brook,  where  one  of  the  factories  of  the  Russell 
Manufacturing  Co.  now  stands,  at  the  "Farms." 
By  his  first  wife,  Isabel,  he  was  the  father  of  one 
child.  Arm,  who  married  in  1653  Xathaniel  Bacon. 
His  second  marriage,  at  the  age  of  fifty-six  years, 
was  to  Sarah  X'ettleton,  daughter  of  Samuel  Xettle- 
ton,  of  Branford.  To  this  union  came  eight  chil- 
dren, viz. :  Thomas,  born  May  6,  1666,  married 
Elizabeth  Turner,  for  his  first  wife,  and  for  his  sec- 
ond spouse  chose  Mary  Rowell ;  Samuel,  born  April 
I,  1668,  married  ^lary  Eggleston ;  Joseph,  born 
Aug.  21,.  1670,  married  Rebecca  Johnson,  in  1701  ; 
Benjamin,  borr>  July  20,  1672,  married  Mary  John- 
son, and  (second)  Mercy  Bassett :  John,  born  March 
10,  1674,  married  Mary  Bevin  in  1700:  ^largaret 
married  Isaac  Johnson;  Sarah;  ^Iehitabel,  born 
March  28,  1681,  was  married  to  George  Hubbard. 
'Thomas  Miller,  the  emigrant,  father  of  this  family, 
died  Aug.  14,  1680,  and  his  widow  passed  away 
March  20,  1727. 

Benjamin  ^liller,  the  fourth  of  the  above  family, 
was  one  of  the  first  three  settlers  of  Middlefield 
town.  He  located  in  the  southern  part,  on  the  east 
side  of  the  Coginchaug  or  West  river,  not  far  from 
the  Durham  line.  Tradition  has  it  that  the  title  of 
"governor"  was  conferred  upon  him,  partly  because 
of  his  influence  with  the  Indians,  partly  on  account 
of  his  being  a  large  land  owner,  and  partly  on  ac- 
count of  his  dominant  disposition.  He  was  not, 
however,  exempt  from  the  action  of  the  law.  as  will 
be  seen.  He  was  greatly  annoyed  at  the  frequent 
loss  of  his  pigs,  and  suspected  that  they  were  de- 
voured by  bears ;  he  accordingly  kept  watch,  and 
one  Sunday  morning  caught  Bruin  in  the  act,  and 
shot  and  killed  the  animal.  For  this  he  was  arrested 
on  the  charge  of  desecrating  the  Sabbath. 

Benjamin  Miller  first  married,  Sept.    18,   1696, 
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Mary  Johnson,  who  was  born  in  1676,  a  daughter 
of  Nathaniel  and  Marv  (Smith)  Johnson.  They 
had  eight  children,  namely:  Rebecca  married  David 
Robinson,  of  Durham:  ^lary  married  a  Spencer,  ot 
Haddani;  Benjamin,  born  Oct.  2,  1700,  married 
Hannah,  daughter  of  David  Robinson ;  Sarah,  born 
Oct.  5,  1702,  became  the  wife  of  Joseph  Hicko.x, 
of  Durham:  Hannah,  bnrn  June  i,  1704,  was  mar- 
ried to  Ephraim  Coe  :  Isaac,  born  May  2,  1706,  died 
unmarried:  Mehitabel.  born  Feb.  5.  1707,  was  mar- 
ried to  A.  Barnes  :  and  Ichabod,  born  Dec.  15,  1709, 
married  Elizabeth  Cromwell,  daughter  of  Capt.  Jo- 
seph Cromwell.  ^Irs.  ^[ary  Z^Iiller,  mother  of  the 
above  named  children,  died  Dec.  15,  1709,  and  Ben- 
jamin Miller,  for  his  second  wife,  married  Mercy 
Bassett,  who  was  born  in  New  Haven  in  1677.  To 
this  union  came  seven  children,  namely :  Lydia 
married  Eliakim  Snow;  Amos,  born  June  i,  1713, 
married  Abigail  Cromwell :  Ebenezer,  born  Aug. 
20,  1714,  died  unmarried:  Martha,  born  Dec.  8, 
1715,  married  Thomas  Atkins:  Rhoda,  born  March 
8,  1717.  was  married  to  Benjamin  Bacon:  David, 
born  Oct.  3,  1718,  married  Elizabeth  Brainerd; 
Thankful  died  unmarried.  Benjamin  Aliller,  the 
father,  who  was  a  man  of  fine  physique,  and  very 
powerful,  died  Nov.  22,  1747,  and  Mercy,  his  widow, 
died  Feb.  9,  1756.  The  remains  of  both  were  in- 
terred in  the  old  cemetery  at  ]\Hddlefield. 

Amos  Miller,  the  second  child  born  to  the  sec- 
ond marriage  of  "Governor"  Miller,  was  a  farmer 
in  the  East  District  of  Middlefield.  He  married 
Abigail,  daughter  of  Joseph  Cromwell,  to  which 
union  were  born  six  children,  namely:  Ebenezei, 
Amos,  Abigail.  Daniel,  Elisha  and  Joseph. 

Elisha  Miller,  fffth  child  of  Amos,  was  largely 
engaged  in  farming  and  fruit  growing  in  the  East 
District  of  Middlefield.  and  sold  much  of  his  fruit 
in  Middletown  ;  but,  being  a  liberal,  kind-hearted 
man,  he  gave  a  great  deal  of  his  fruit  away,  and 
in  fruit  season  was  always  followed  about  the 
streets  of  Middletown  by  a  crowd  of  small  boys,, 
whom  he  supplied  liberally  with  his  luscious  prod- 
ucts. He  married  Elizabeth  Miller,  and  to  them 
were  born  eleven  children,  viz. :  Abel  settled  in  Ohio, 
^  where  he  married  and  passed  the  remainder  of  his 
life ;  x^bigail  also  went  to  Ohio,  where  she  was  mar- 
ried and  where  she  died ;  Elizabeth  died  unmarried, 
in  Middlefield :  Jerusha  and  Mary  also  died  unmar- 
ried, in  Middlefield:  Esther  went  to  Ohio,  was  mar- 
ried to  a  ^^r.  Bingham,  and  died  there :  Elisha  mar- 
ried Rhoda  Parsons,  of  Durham:  Eunice  died 
young;  Ira  became  the  father  of  Mrs.  Hull:  George 
R.,  a  farmer,  married  Martina  Rice ;  Amos  first  mar- 
ried Miranda  Miller,  and  afterward  Arabella  Miller, 
of  Granville,  Mass.  (he  was  a  colonel  in  the  Staddle 
Hill  militia). 

Ira  Miller,  the  ninth  of  the  above  family,  was 
born  July  21,  1792,  on  the  farm  now  occupied  by 
Frank  A.  Coe,  in  Middlefield:  He  received  a  plain 
district-school  education,  but  was  a  very  bright 
scholar,  and  for  seventeen  winters  was  a  successful 


school  teacher  in   Middlefield  and  vicinity ;   in   the 
summer  he  worked  for  his  father  on  the  farm,  which 
he   inherited.      He   went  to   Ohio,  but   remained   a 
j  short  time  only,  and  then  returned  home,  and  for  a 
I  time  engaged  in  peddling  Yankee  notions  through- 
out Long  Island  and   in  the   South.     On  his  final 
return    home    he    followed    fruit    growing   besides 
farming,  was  the  principal  grower  to  mtroduce  new 
fruit  varieties,  and  was  quite  successful  in  grafting. 
I   In  early  life  he  was  a  Democrat,  as  was  his  father, 
;  but  later  voted  with  the  Republican  party,  and  was 
I  the  only  one  of  his  family  to  do  so.     He  never  held 
an  office.     Mr.   Aliller  was   a  quiet,   self-contained 
;  man.     He  died  Aug.  i,  1867,  respected  by  all  who 
knew  him. 

To  the  marriage  of  Ira  Miller  and  Lecta  Miller, 
who  was  born  July  3,   1796,  daughter  of  Ichabod 
and  Sarah  (Birdsey)   Miller,  were  born  seven  chil- 
dren, namely:    (i)  Emma  married  Joseph  Congdoii, 
lived  for  a  time  in   Michigan,  then  in   New  York 
State,   and  finally   in   Westfield.   Conn.,   where  she 
'  died.      (2)    George  \V.      (3)    ^Marietta,  the  widow 
of   Rufus    B.    Sage,   died   in    Cromwell    March   23, 
1900.     (4)   Margaret  E.  is  the  widow  of  Joseph  E. 
Tryon,  of  South  Farms,  and  resides  with  her  brother 
j  George  W.     (5)   Charles  Ira  married  Delia  Clark,. 
!  for   his   second   wife   Lydia   F.    Moulton,  of   Great 
;  Falls,  N.  H..  and  for  his  third  wife  Mrs.  Lucv  Jane 
j   (Miller)  Hall,  widow  of  Walter  P.  Hall.     (6)  Su- 
!   san  A.  is  the  wife  of  Samuel  Hull.      (7)  Amos  H. 
married   Louisa   Cooper,   and    for  his   second  wife 
Rose   Parks,   of   Prince   Edward   Island.     He   is   a 
!  wool  waste  manufacturer  in  Boston,  ^lass.,  and  re- 
'  sides  in  Brookline,  an  aristocratic  suburb  of  the  city. 
Mrs.    Lecta    Miller,    mother   of    the    above    family, 
'  died  Jan.  16,  1890,  at  the  venerable  age  of  ninety- 
three. 

! 

i         ICHABOD  E.  ALLIXG.  a  -well-known  livery- 
man and  prominent  citizen  of  Derby.  Conn.,  who  is 
j  now  representing  the  first  ward  in  the  city  council. 
I  was  born  in  the  town  of  Hamden,  Oct.  17,  1826,  a 
'   son  of  Michael  Ailing,  a  native  of  the  same  place. 
;   There  the  grandfather,   Ichabod  Ailing,   spent  his 
;  entire  life   as   a   farmer.     In   his   family   were   six 
1  children,  namely:     Lyman,  who  was  a  farmer  and 
'   butcher  of  W'estville,  and  a  man  of  prominence  in 
that  locality;  Russell  and  Timothv,  who  were  con- 
tractors and  builders  in  Xew  Haven ;  Michael,  fa- 
ther of  our  subject ;   Elizabeth,   who  died  unmar- 
ried; and  Ezra,  who  engaged  in  farming  on  the  old 
homestead  throughout  life. 

Michael   Ailing  became  a  boss  mason   in   Xew 

i   Haven  and  continued  to  follow  that  occupation  until 

j  his  death,  which  occurred  in  Seymour.    He  married 

j   Miss  Wealthy  Sperry,  of  Bethany,  a  daughter  of 

Ezra  Sperry,  a  farmer  by  occupation.     She  is  also 

:   deceased.    To  the  parents  of  our  subject  were  bom 

four  children  :    Eliza,  who  married  Henn.-  Pomerov, 

of  Seymour.  Conn.,  and  moved  West:  Ichabod  E., 

1   who  was  next   in  order  of  birth ;   Henry,   who  in 
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early  life  followed  the  machinist's  trade,  but  later 
conducted  a  store  in  Bath,  X.  Y.,  where  he  died 
in  1898;  and  Fannie,  widow  of  Capt.  John  Xeil,  of 
Chicago,  Illinois. 

The  early  boyhood  of  Ichabod  E.  Ailing  was 
passed  on  the  home  farm,  and  from  there  he  re- 
moved with  the  family  to  the  city  of  New  Haven, 
where  he  attended  school,  and  later  to  Seymour, 
this  county.  During  his  youth  he  learned  the  auger- 
maker's  trade,  which  he  followed  for  about  thirty 
years  in  Seymour,  Deep  River,  Troy,  N.  Y.,  and 
otlier  places,  but  has  always  considered  Derby  his 
home. 

Mr.  Ailing  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss 
Laura  Smith,  of  Seymour,  a  daughter  of  Russell 
Smith,  a  jobber  and  speculator  of  that  place.  By 
this  union  was  born  a  daughter,  Emma,  now  the 
wndmv  of  Charles  Tracey,  and  a  resident  of  Meri- 
den,  Conn.  The  wife  and  mother  died  in  1881,  and 
Mr.  Ailing  was  again  married,  in  1882,  his  second 
union  being  with  !Miss  Sarah  Jane  Jacques,  of 
Providence,  R.  I.,  her  family  being  an  old  one  of 
that  State. 

Mr.  Alling's  father  and  other  relatives  were  sol- 
diers of  the  war  of  1812,  and  he  manifested  his 
patriotism  during  the  Civil  war  by  enlisting  in  1862 
in  Company  H,  20th  Conn.  \'.  I.  At  the  close  of 
the  war,  in  1865,  he  was  honorably  discharged  and 
returned  to  Derby,  where  he  lias  since  successfully 
engaged  in  the  livery  business.  FratcrnalK-  he  is 
a  member  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  and 
politically  is  a  Democrat,  but  at  local  elections  en- 
deavors, to  vote  for  the  man  best  qualified  to  fill  the 
office,  regardless  of  party  affiliations.  For  a  num- 
ber of  years  he  was  a  member  of  the  police  force 
.of  Derby,  and  in  December,  1898.  was  elected  alder- 
man from  the  first  ward,  which  position  he  is  now 
filling  in  an  able  and  satisfactory  manner. 

ELIZUR  ZERAH  CLIXTOX  is  one  of  the  suc- 
cessful and  prominent  fruit  growers  and  dairy 
farmers  of  Clintonville,  near  the  line  of  Xorth  Ha- 
ven, in  the  town  of  W'allingford.  Mr.  Clinton  was. 
born  on  the  old  Clinton  homestead  Sept.  18,  1847, 
^a  son  of  Jesse  (Jr.)  and  Rosanna  (BassettI  Clin- 
ton. [For  genealogy  of  the  Clinton  family  see 
sketch  of  Edwin  Jesse  Clinton   elsewhere.] 

Elizur  Z.  Clinton  was  educated  in  the  district 
schools  of  Clintonville,  and  also  attended  Xorth 
Haven  Academy,  after  which  he  engaged  in  work 
for  David  Clinton  «&  Son,  in  the  Agricultural  Man- 
ufacturing Co.,  and  when  he  had  mastered  the  busi- 
ness in  all  its  branches  he  returned  to  the  farm. 
The  homestead  consisted  of  seventy-five  acres,  well 
suited  for  general  farming,  dairying  and  fruit 
growing,  and,  as  he  has  so  very  successfully  pur- 
sued it,  Mr.  Clinton  seems  to  have  made  a  wise 
choice  when  he  resumed  agricultural  lines.  His 
peach  orchards  have  been  exceedingly  productive 
and  profitable,  and,  as  a  side  line,  he  has  engaged 
in  the  manufacture  of  a  superior  article  of  cider. 


In  1869  Mr.  Clinton  was  married,  in  Xorth 
Haven,  to  Miss  Julia  A.  liishop,  a  native  of  Xorth 
Haven,  born  May  i,  1850,  a  daughter  of  Erus  and 
Charlotte  (Thorpe)  Bishop.  She  died  of  con- 
sumption soon  after  marriage.  On  Dec.  3,  1873. 
Mr.  Clinton  wedded  Ella  J.  Palmer,  a  daughter  of 
Timothy  and  Sybil  (Barnes)  Palmer,  and  five  chil- 
dren have  been  born  of  this  union :  Robert  ]., 
Bessie  E.,  Lovell  E.,  Dora  P.  and  Jennie  F. 

For  a  number  of  years  our  subject  was  a  mem- 
ber of  the  State  militia;  he  was  a  justice  of  the 
peace  for  several  terms.  He  is  past  master  of 
Xorth  Haven  Grange,  and  belongs  to  Corinthian 
Lodge,  Xo.  103,  F.  &  A.  M..  of  X'orthford,  in. 
which  he  has  been  secretary  and  treasurer  and 
steward.  In  his  political  views  he  is  a  Democrat. 
;Mr.  Clinton  is  one  of  the  most  esteemed  and  re- 
spected citizens  of  his  part  of  Xew  Haven  county. 

EDSOX  L.  BRYAXT.  deputy  collector  of  in- 
ternal revenue,  was  born  Feb.  7,  1842,  at  Sheffield, 
Mass.  His  father,  Socrates  Bryant,  was  a  native 
of  Sheffield,  where  he  spent  the  active  life  of  ;i 
farmer,  taking  also  a  prominent  part  in  public  af- 
fairs. Air.  Bryant's  ancestors  were  among  the 
earliest  settlers  at  Plymouth,  and  at  Plympton, 
Mass.,  and  of  them  are  mentioned  Lieut.  John 
Bryant,  Stephen  Bryant  (the  lineal  ancestor  of 
William  CuUen  Bryant),  John  Shaw,  and  Augus- 
tine Pearce ;  the  last  named  came  to  this  country 
in  the  ship  "Confidence"  in  the  year  1G38. 

On  Xov.  9,  1826,  Socrates  Bryant  married 
Jerusha  Terrell,  of  Xaugatuck.  Conn.  She  was  a 
descendant  of  Roger  Terrell  and  Joseph  Xorthrup. 
early  settlers  at  Alilford.  Conn.;  Francis  Xorton,  of  ' 
Wethersfield.  Conn. :  William  Hoadley,  of  Bran- 
ford,  Conn.  Josiah  Terrell,  the  grandfather  of 
Jerusha  Terrell,  was  a  cajnain  in  the  Revolutionary 
army.  Five  children  were  born  to  Socrates  Bryant : 
Clark  B.,  now  of  X'ew  Haven;  Alfred  T.,  deceased: 
Ellen  B.,  wife  of  Thomas  Wallace,  formerly  of 
Ansonia ;  Jane  A,,  widow  of  Hiram  Holabird ;  and 
Edson  L.,  the  subject  of  this  sketch.  The  parents 
were  devout  members  of  the  Congregational  Church 
and  brought  up  their  children  in  the  same  faith. 

Edson  L.  Bryant  was  educated  in  the  public 
schools  of  Ansonia  and  Shefiield.  and  in  the  private 
school  of  Prof.  Phillips  at  Sheffield.  At  the  age  of 
sixteen  he  came  to  Ansonia,  making  his  home  for 
a  time  with  his  sister.  Mrs.  Wallace,  He  left  the 
high  school  at  Ansonia  to  enter  the  employ  of 
Wallace  &  Sons,  a  large  manufacturing  concern. 
In  1862  he  enlisted  in  Company  F,  23d  Conn.  V.  I.» 
for  service  in  the  Civil  war,  and  was  made  first 
sergeant  of  that  company.  The  military  operations 
of  this  regiment  were  mainly  in  the  far  Southwest, 
forming  part  of  the  army  under  Gen.  Banks.  Mr. 
Bryant  was  at  Ship  Island,  Xew  Orleans,  and 
Brashear  City,  now  known  as  Morgan  City.  After 
a  year  of  service  he  returned  home,  being  dischartr  ■'• 
on  account  of  the  expiration  of  his  term,  and  re- 
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sumed  work  with  Wallace  &  Sons.  He  became  su- 
perintendent of  the  novcky  department  of  the 
works,  and  continued  with  this  concern  until  the 
sale  of  its  plant  to  tlie  Coe  Brass  Co.  While  so 
engaged  he  secured  several  patents  for  new  devices 
and  improvements.  After  leaving  Wallace  &  Sons 
Mr.  Bryant  spent  several  years  in  the  insurance 
business,  and  in  June,  i8y8,  he  was  appointed  to  his 
present  position,  that  of  deputy  collector  of  internal 
revenue,  with  headquarters  at  Xew  Haven.  Mr. 
Bryant  is  a  Republican  in  politics,  and  has  always 
been  an  active  worker  in  the  interests  of  his  party. 
He  served  as  a  member  of  the  board  of  burgesses, 
under  the  old  borough  government  of  Ansonia; 
also  on  the  board  of  education.  He  is  known  as  a 
wide-awake,  progressive  citizen,  and  his  influence 
and  co-operarion  are  always  expected  for  everv  for- 
ward movement.  He  is  a  member  of  the  local  post 
of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  and  is  junior 
warden  of  Christ  Church  parish,  where  for  thirty 
years  he  has  been  a  vestryman. 

On  June  14,  1866,  Mr.  Bryant  married  Miss 
Mary  Elizabeth  Clark,  daughter  of  Merritt  and 
Mary  (Hodge)  Clark.  The  Clark  history  will  be 
found  elsewhere,  under  the  name  of  George  B. 
Clark.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bryant  have  had  three  chil- 
dren, of  whom  two  are  now  living:  (i  I  Annie  E. 
married  Theodore  W.  Bassett,  of  Derby,  secretary 
of  the  Birmingham  Iron  Foundry.  (2)  George 
Clark  graduated  at  Yale  College  in  i&;5.  and  at 
the  Yale  Law  School  in  181^7.  He  was  admitted 
to  the  Bar  in  June,  1897,  and  from  Julv  of  that 
year  until  Oct.  i,  1901,  was  associated  with  the 
firm  of  Williams  &  Gager,  in  Derby.  He  is  now 
judge  of  the  City  Court  in  Ansonia.  which  office  he 
has  held  since  July.  1890.  In  December.  1898  he 
was  married  to  Plorence  Adele  Parrel,  daughter 
of  Franklin  I-'arrel,  a  sketch  of  whose  life  will  be 
found  elsewhere. 

MARCUS  EBEXEZER  COOKE,  one  of  the 
oldest  and  best-known  citizens  of  Wallingford, 
where  he  is  engaged  in  farming,  and  has  filled  the 
office  of  selectman  for  several  years  with  credit  to 
^  himself  and  satisfaction  to  the  community,  is  a  de- 
scendant of  one  of  the  earliest  and  most  prominent 
families  of  Xew  Haven  countw 

The  first  of  the  name  and  familv  in  America 
was  Henry  Cooke,  a  native  of  Kent,  England,  who 
was  at  Plymouth,  Mass..  before  1640,  and  there 
spent  the  remainder  of  his  life.  He  was  the  father 
of  four  sons :  Isaac,  who  remained  at  Plymouth ; 
J[ohn,  who  settled  in  Middletown:  and  Henry  and 
Samuel,  both  of  whom  made  their  home  in  Xew 
Haven  county. 

Samuel  Cooke,  the  youngest  of  the  above  named 
four  sons,  was  liorn  in  Plymouth,  Mass.,  and  in  1663 
came  to  X'ew  Haven,  where  he  married  Hope  Par- 
ker, daughter  oi  Edward  Parker.  May  2.  ir)66.  In 
1670  they  came  to  Wallingford.  and  were  among 
the  first   settlers   of  the   town,   locating  in   what  is 


I  now  called  Cooke  Hill.  He  became  the  owner  of 
I  considerable  land,  and  followed  the  trade  of  shoe- 
!  maker  and  tanner.  Filling  many  public  offices,  he 
I  left  a  name  for  honor  and  ability.  He  was  active 
'  in  church  atTairs,  and  one  of  the  organizers  of  the 
First  Church  in  Wallingford.  He  died  in  1702,  and 
Mary  (Roberts),  his  second  wife,  married  Jeremiah 


Howe   April  9,    i 
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Mr.    Cooke   was   father   to 


the  following  children:  Samuel,  born  March  3, 
1667:  John.  Dec.  3,  i66<);  Hannah,  March  3,  1671  ; 
Isaac.  March  10,  1673  ''''^-'fl  April  7,  1673)  ;  Mary, 
April  2^.  1675  (rnarried  Xathanicl  Ives)  :  Eliza- 
beth, Aug.  22,  1677  (died  young)  ;  Judith,  Feb.  29, 
1679  (married  Jeremiah  Howe,  April  20,  1704,  and 
died  the  same  day  )  ;  Isaac,  Jan.   10,   1681  ;  Joseph, 


Feb. 


25,  1683;  Hope.  Sept.  27,   1686   (married  Jo- 


i  seph    Benham,    Dec.    18,    170^).    and    died   Jan.    30, 

I   1731).     These  were  born  to  the  first  marriage.     By 

I  his  second  wife  ^Ir.  Cooke  was  the  father  to  the 

following:    Israel,  born  Mav  8,  1692:  Mabel,  June 

i  30.  1694:  Benjamin,  April  8.  ifigj  (died  in  1717)  ; 

Ephraim,  April  19,  ibgg:  Elizabeth,  Sept.  10,  1701 

(married  Adam  Mott  Aug.  28.  1717). 

Samuel   Cooke    (2),  the  eldest  son  of  Samuel, 
was  born  in  X'ew  Haven,  and  moved  with  his  par- 
I  ents  while  still   a  child  to  Wallingford,  where  he 
followed  farming  all  his  life.     He  died  on  his  farm 
Sept.   18.   1725,  at  the  age  of  fifty-eight,  and  was 
I  buried  in  Wallingford.     Mr.  Cooke  was  twice  mar- 
ried,   first    on    March    3,    1692,    by    'Squire    John 
!   Moss,     to     Hannah     Ives,     daughter    of     William 
I   Ives,     Mrs.    Cooke    died    May    29.    1714.     Eliza- 
■  beth   Bedel,  of  Stratford,  became  his  second  wife, 
and  after  his  death  she  married  Capt.  Daniel  Har- 
ris, of  Middletown,  Conn.     Mr.  Cooke  was  a  farmer 
;  in  the  western  part  of  the  township,  near  the  line 
i  which  now  divides  Cheshire  from  Wallingford,  and 
•  some  of  his    descendants    still    occupy    that    land. 
I  Samuel  Cooke  ( 2 )  was  father  to  the  following  chil- 
I  dren :    By   the   first   marriage — (i)    Hannah,   born 
i  May  28,  1693,  married  Jeremiah  Hull,  and  died  Xov. 
^  22,    1735;    (2)    Samuel   was   born   March   5,    1695; 
(3)  Aaron  was  born  Dec.  28.  i6(>6:  (4)  Lydia,  born 
Jan.  13,  1699,  married  Oct.  12,  17.38,  Daniel  Dutton ; 

(5)  I\Ioses,  bom  Jan.  4,  1700,  died  Dec.  25,  171 1; 

(6)  Miriam,  born  Xov.  4,  1703.  married  Benjamin 
i  Curtis  Dec.  12,  1727:  (7)   Thankful,  born  Dec.  24, 

1705,  died  Aug.  19.  17 14:  (8)  Esther,  born  March 
8.  1707,  married  Abel  Yale  July  22.  1730:  (9)  Eu- 
nice was  born  Feb.  25,  1709:  (10")  Susannah,  bom 
i  Sept.  5.  1711.  married  Joseph  Cole  Dec.  i,  1735. 
Bv  the  second  marriage — (11)  Moses  was  born 
Xov.  6,  1716:  (12)  Thankful,  born  X'ov.  14,  1718, 
married  Stephen  Hotchkiss  Dec.  31,  1742:  (13) 
Asaph  was  born  June  25.  1720;  (14)  Hannah,  born 
Xov.  4,  1721,  married  Zephaniah  Hull,  of  Cheshire; 
(15)   Hope  died  Sept.  18.  1728. 

Aaron  Cooke,  noted  in  the  foregoing  paragraph, 
was  born  on  the  Cocjke  Hill  farm.  He  was  a  pros- 
perous and  highly  respected  farmer,  and  a  land 
holder   in   the   southeastern    part    of   Wallingford, 
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XorihfurJ  suivey,  where  he  settled;  he  died  there 
<_)ct.  14,  1756,  aged  sixty  years,  and  is  buried  in 
W'allingford.  Three  times  married,  Aaron  Cooke 
was  father  to  a  numerous  progeny.  On  Nov.  14, 
1723,  he  married  Sarah  Benham,  daughter  of  James 
I'.enham.  Sarah  Hitchcock,  his  second  wife,  died 
Aug.  II.  1735.  Ruth  Burrage,  of  Stratford,  became 
liis  third  wife,  on  Feb.  7,  1736.  By  his  first  mar- 
riage Mr.  Cooke  w^as  father  to  the  following  chil- 
<lren:  Samuel,  born  Sept.  25,  1725;  Stephen,  Dec. 
2S,  1727;  Titus.  Feb.  25,  1730;  Abel,  Feb.  23,  1732. 
To  the  second  marriage  came  one  child,  Sarah,  born 
June  2,  1735.  By  his  third  marriage  Air.  Cooke 
was  father  to.  the  following  children :  Lydia,  bom 
in  1736,  married  Uriah  Collins,  and  died  Jan.  9, 
1793;  Ruth,  l>orn  Sept.  7,  1738,  married  William 
Collins,  and  died  June  9,  1790;  Esther  was  born 
Zvlay  14,  1740;  Elizabeth,  born  ]\Iarch  16,  1741,  died 
when  ten  years  old;  Aaron  was  born  June  5,  1744; 
Miriam,  bom  June  30,  1746.  died  Dec.  i,  1750; 
Lucy,  born  Sept.  20,  1748,  died  April  29,  1760; 
Elizabeth,  born  June  7,  1751,  died  Oct.  19,  1762. 

Abel  Cooke,  whose  name  appears  fourth  in  the 
above  named  list  of  children,  was  born  on  the  Cooke 
homestead  in  the  southeastern  part  of  \\'allingford, 
where  he  grew  to  manhood.  He  was  a  farmer  all 
liis  life,  and  died  on  his  farm  Aug.  10,  1776.  This 
homestead  is  still  owned  by  a  direct  descendant, 
Levi  M.  Cooke.  On  Xov.  16,  1757,  Al>el  Cooke 
married  Mary  Atwater.  who  was  born  in  \VaIling- 
ford  Dec.  30.  1735,  and  died  Jan.  13,  1774;  her 
parents  were  Benjamin  and  Elizabeth  P.  Atwater. 
^Ir.  Cooke  was  a  soldier,  a  patriot  of  the  tirst 
water,  and  served  with  distinction  in  the  war  of 
the  Revolution.  His  children  were  :  Atwater.  bom 
Xov.  3,  1758:  Porter.  July  2j,  1760;  Elizabeth, 
■  INIarch  13,  1763;  Abel,  March  27.  1765;  Chester, 
Aug.  13,  1767  (died  young)  ;  David  ^f..  Feb,  16, 
1770;  Mary.  April  2,  1773  (married  Col.  Eliakim 
Hull,   and  died  Dec.    i,   1839);   Chester    (2),   Oct. 

^  1775- 

Chester  Cooke,  the  grandfather  of  Marcus  E. 
Cooke,  was  born  in  W'allingford,  on  the  Aaron 
Cooke  homestead,  and  grew  to  manhood  in  that  lo- 
cality. In  1792  he  purchased  the  homestead  wh.ere 
Marcus  E.  Cooke  now  resides.  He  was  a  lifelong 
farmer,  and  also  a  shoemaker.  A  leading  Demo- 
crat, he  represented  the  town  in  the  State  Legisla- 
ture, and  was  a  highly  respected  and  upright  citizen. 
He  died  Aug.  13,  1864.  He  was  twice  married, 
first  to  Thankful  Hall,  daughter  of  Hezekiah  and 
Elizabeth  (Merriman)  Hall.  Polly  Xorton  was  his 
second  wife.  ]^Ir.  Cooke  was  the  father  of  three 
children:  Caroline,  born  Sept.  5,  1801,  married 
Orrin  Andrews;  Marilda,  born  X'ov.  17,  1803,  mar- 
ried Sherlock  Avery,  of  \Vallingfc:>rd ;  Hiram  was 
horn  April  23,  1805. 

Hiram  Cooke,  the  father  of  ^[arcus  E.,  was  l)orn 
on  the  farm  now  owned  by  that  gentlcma'i.  and 
made  farming  his  life  work.  Hl-  was  a  man  nf 
affairs,    highly    respected,    and    filled   many    public 


ofticos,  representing  his  town  in  the  State  Legisla- 
ture, and  was  the  tirst  judge  of  the  borough  court 
of  W'allingford.  An  ardent  Democrat,  he  was  active 
in  the  party  organization.  He  was  twice  married. 
His  first  wife.  Anna  M.  Marks,  was  bom  June  27, 
1808,  and  died  September  30,  1855.  She  was  a 
daughter  of  Col.  William  Marks,  a  prominent  citi- 
zen, who  was  appointed  delegate  from  Wallingford 
to  the  State  Constitutional  Convention  in  1818.  He 
was  one  of  the  first  manufacturers  of  woolen  cloth 
in  this  country.  On  March  18,  1856,  Mr.  Cooke 
married  Margaret  A.  Todd,  who  was  born  Jan.  i, 
1833,  and  died  Dec.  30,  1891.  Mr.  Cooke  died 
Xov.  7.  1873,  an*^'  's  buried  in  the  Center  Street  cem- 
etery. To  the  first  marriage  came  the  following 
children:    (i)  Chester  William,  born  Dec.  14,  1830, 


married    Marv    :\Ierwin    Mav   29,    li 
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they  moved  from  Hardenburg,  X.  Y.,  to  Momence, 
111.,  later  to  Manteno,  111.,  and  thence  to  Frankfort, 
S.  Dak.,  their  present  residence.  They  have  six 
children.  Julia  Anna,  Marcus  Eber,  Crimen  Hiram, 
Xelson  Samuel,  Harriet  and  Maude.  (2)  Hiram 
D.  was  born  Oct.  18.  1832.  (3)  Aurelius  Ba.xter, 
born  Oct.  21,  1834,  died  May  6,  1842.  (4)  Martin 
\'an  Buren  was  born  June  20,  1839.  (5)  Jane  Anna 
was  born  X'ov.  4.  1843.  (6)  ^larcus  E.  was  born 
X'ov.  2,  1849.  The  children  of  Hiram  Cooke"s  sec- 
ond marriage  were:  (7)  Thankful  Estella,  born 
Mav  10,  1857;  and  (8)  Waldo  D.,  born  Dec.  31, 
i860. 

Marcus  E.  Cooke  was  born  in  Hardenburg,  N. 
Y.,  and  in  December,  1857,  removed  to  the  Cooke 
homestead,  in  which  he  now  resides.  He  received 
his  literary  training  in  the  district  school,  but  his 
education  is  very  largely  self-acquired,  and  to  a 
.great  extent  he  has  made  his  own  way  in  the  world. 
On  the  farm  which  has  come  into  his  possession 
he  has  made  many  substantial  improvements,  and  he 
carries  on  a  system  of  general  farming,  making  a 
specialty  of  dairy  interests  and  peach  growing.  He 
is  a  representative  of  one  of  the  largest  farm  imple- 
ment manufacturers  in  the  county,  and  keeps  on 
hand  a  full  line  of  implements.  In  1879  he  was 
appointed  overseer  and  builder  of  the  town  roads, 
and  held  that  position  for  several  years.  He  has 
invented  and  patented  several  valuable  pieces  of 
road  machinery.  A  public-spirited  and  progressive 
man,  he  is  always  willing  to  lend  a  helping  hand 
to  every  worthy  cause.  He  is  president  of  the 
Wallingford  Agricultural  Society,  and  was  one  of 
the  organizers  of  the  Wallingford  Grange,  of  which 
he  was  master  for  two  years.  A  leading  Democrat, 
he  represented  the  town  in  the  State  Legislature  in 
1883.  and  has  been  selectman  several  terms.  Mr. 
Cooke  is  a  director  of  the  Dime  Savings  Bank  of 
Wallingford,  one  of  the  growing  financial  institu- 
tions of  the  town,  and  is  president  of  the  Walling- 
ford Creamery  Co.  Our  subject  served  nine  years — 
from  1 87 1  to  1880 — in  the  Connecticut  Xational 
I  Ir.ard.  as  a  member  of  Company  K,  2d  Regiment, 
C.  X.  G.,  of  Wallingford. 
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Mr.  Cooke  and  Miss  Clara  E.  Potts,  of  South 
EgremoiU.  Berkshire  Co.,  Mass.,  were  married 
Feb.  12,  1S84.  She  is  a  lady  of  culture  and  refine- 
ment, and  has  made  a  crood  wife  and  mother.  They 
have  had  four  children:  Lillian  A.,  born  May  19, 
1886,  who  died  Oct.  6.  1888;  Chester  Herman, 'born 
April  19,  1888;  Mabel  Anna,  born  March  30,  1S92; 
and  Florence  ^^larks,  born  Sept.  6,  1894. 

HENRY  BEADLE,  a  well-known  and  promi- 
nent citizen  of  Cheshire,  was  for  many  years  one 
of  the  active  and  progressive  business  men  of  the 
town,  as  well  as  one  of  its  most  reliable  and  hon- 
ored citizens,  and  now,  in  his  declining  years,  he  is 
enjoying  a  well-earned  rest,  free  from  the  cares 
and  responsibilities  of  business  life.  Throughout 
the  county  he  is  widely  and  favorably  known. 

The  Beadle  family  is  of  French  descent,  and  the 
first  to  come  to  America  settled  in  Salem.  Mass., 
but  on  account  of  religious  persecution  and  the 
burning  of  the  witches  they  afterward  came  to 
Connecticut,  and  their  descendants  are  now  ntim- 
bered  among  its  best  citizens.  (I)  Nathaniel 
Beadle,  the  first  of  the  name  in  New  Haven  county. 
removed  to  \\'alIingford  early  in  the  eighteenth 
century  and  located  on  a  farm  on  the  west  side  of 
the  river  near  the  Cheshire  line,  where  he  spent  the 
remainder  of  his  life  in  agricultural  pursuits,  and 
where  his  death  occurred  about  1764.  His  wife, 
Elizabeth,  also  died  in  Wallingford.  Their  children 
were  Nathaniel,  born  Dec.  15,  1703;  Mary,  born 
Sept.  18,  1708;  Josiah,  born  Aug.  3,  1711;  and 
Samuel  Sharp,  who  was  graduated  from  Yale  in 
1757,  and  died  Jan.  5,  1762. 

(H)  Nathaniel  Beadle,  son  of  Nathaniel,  Sr., 
was  reared  on  the  home  farm,  and  throughout  life 
engaged  in  farming  in  ^^'allingford.  of  which  town 
he  w^as  a  well-known  and  honored  citizen.  He  was 
also  captain  in  the  militia.  He  died  Feb.  10,  1762, 
two  years  before  his  father,  and  was  buried  in  the 
old  cemetery.  On  Nov.  10,  1726,  he' married  Eliz- 
abeth Hitchcock,  and  to  them  were  born  eight  chil- 
dren, namely :  Elizabeth  and  Susanna,  twins,  born 
Sept.  17.  1727:  John;  Hannah;  Sarah;  Lois,  wife 
of  John  Hull:  Mehitable;  and  Nathaniel,  who  died 
March  4.  1763. 

(HI)  John  Beadle,  son  of  Nathaniel,  Jr.,  was 
born  and  reared  on  the  old  homestead  in  Walling- 
ford, and  spent  his  entire  life  in  that  town.  He  was 
a  member  of  the  militia,  and  was  captain  of  a  com.- 
pany  which  he  recruited,  in  the  5th  Conn.  Light 
Horse,  in  the  Continental  army,  during  the  Revolu- 
tionary war.  He  married  Miss  Baker,  daughter 
of  John  Baker,  of  \\'alIingford,  and  in  their  family 
were  John,  Henry.  Joseph,  Alfred  and  others,  many 
of  whom  removed  to  New  York. 

(IV)  Alfred  Beadle,  son  of  John  and  grandfa- 
ther of  our  subject,  was  bom  in  Wallingford,  where 
he  grew  to  manhoorl  and  learned  wagon  making 
and  general  repairing.  When  a  young  man  he  came 
to  the  town  of  Cheshire  and  established  himself  in 


Inisines^,  being  one  of  the  first  wagonmakers  of  this 
l(H;ality.  Many  of  his  wagons  were  used  by  the 
}>eddlers  in  traveling  and  selling  their  wares  through 
the  South.  He  bought  a  house  on  the  site  of  our 
subject's  present  home,  and  made  many  improve- 
ments upon  the  place.  He  died  in  Cheshire  at  the 
ripe  old  age  of  eighty-six  years,  and  was  buried  in 
the  old  cemetery.  In  politics  he  was  a  Democrat, 
and  in  religious  faith  a  Congregationalist.  He  mar- 
ried Polly  (or  ^lary)  Donscomb,  who  died  in 
Cheshire  and  was  buried  in  the  same  cemetery. 
They  had  five  children :  Philander,  Henry,  Ben- 
ajah,  James  and  a  daughter  who  died  young. 

(V)  Benajah  Beadle,  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  Cheshire,  and  educated  in  its  district  school 
and  the  Cheshire  Episcopal  Academy.  With  his 
father  he  learned  the  wagonmaker's  trade  and  made 
that  business  his  life  occupation,  being  in  partner- 
ship with  his  brother  Philander  for  several  years, 
but  finally  the  brother  removed  to  Syracuse,  N.  Y., 
and  spent  the  remainder  of  his  life  in  that  city. 
After  that  Benajah  Beadle  was  alone  in  business, 
and  was  very  successful.  He  was  one  of  the  highly 
respected  and  worthy  citizens  of  Cheshire,  where  he 
died  Oct.  4.  1890.  aged  seventy-five  years,  and  was 
buried  in  Cheshire  cemetery.  He  was  a  member 
of  the  Episcopal  Church,  in  politics  was  first  ;i 
Whig  and  later  a  Republican,  and  served  as  select- 
man of  the  town  and  held  other  local  offices.  He 
married  Julia  Hitchcock,  who  was  also  born  in 
Cheshire  of  good  old  Revolutionary  stock,  and  died 
April  18,  1890,  aged  seventy-five  years.  She,  too, 
was  a  faithful  member  of  the  Episcopal  Church. 
In  their  family  were  three  children ;  William,  who 
was  a  soldier  of  Company  A,  20th  Conn.  \'.  I.,  dur- 
ing the  Civil  war,  and  died  from  the  effects  of  his 
army  life;  Henry,  our  subject;  and  Edgar,  also  a 
resident  of  Cheshire. 

(YI)  Henry  Beadle  was  born  on  the  present 
site  of  the  high  school,  at  Cheshire  Center,  Jan. 
22,  1844,  and  pursued  his  studies  in  the  district 
school  and  the  Cheshire  Episcopal  Academy.  In 
earlv  life  he  learned  the  wagonmaker's  trade  with 
his  father  and  remained  with  him  until  i86g,  when 
he  went  to  Wallingford  as  foreman  of  the  works 
of  the  Carriage  \\'heel  Manufacturing  Co..  with 
which  he  was  connected  for  five  years.  After  his 
return  to  Cheshire  he  was  engaged  in  the  painting 
and  paper  hanging  business  until  1890.  when  ap- 
pointed postmaster  of  Cheshire  under  President 
Harrison's  administration,  and  held  that  office  until 
the  Democrats  came  into  power  in  1893.  Since  then 
he  has  practicallv  lived  a  retired  life,  spending  his 
winters  in  Florida,  where  he  has  an  orange  orchard 
in  which  he  takes  a  great  interest.  He  has  a  beauti- 
ful home,  supplied  with  all  modern  conveniences, 
which  has  been  built  upon  the  foundation  of  his 
grandfather's  old  home.  He  has  quite  an  interest- 
ing cnllectif^i  nf  relics,  which  ho  has  gathered  dur- 
ir.g  his  travels,  and  is.  himself,  somewhat  of  an 
artist  in  the  carving  of  animals  from  wood. 
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III  1875,  in  Xew  Haven,  Mr.  BeaJle  was  married 
to  Miss  Ella  Hawes,  a  native  of  W'allingford  and 
a  daughter  of  Alonzo  and  Laura  (Merriman) 
Hawes.  She  is  a  lady  of  culture  and  retineinent, 
and  is  an  active  member  of  the  Congregational 
Giurch,  and  of  Crescent  Chapter,  O.  E.  S.  Julia 
L.,  the  only  child  born  to  our  subject  and  his  wife, 
died  in  1886,  at  the  age  of  seven  years.  Socially 
Mr.  Beadle  is  a  member  of  Temple  Lodge,  A.  F. 
&  A.  M.,  of  Cheshire.  For  a  quarter  of  a  century 
he  has  been  prominently  identified  with  public  af- 
fairs, and  in  1884  represented  Cheshire  in  the  State 
Legislature,  where  he  served  as  clerk  of  the  com- 
mittee on  claims.  He  was  constable  of  the  town 
for  over  twenty  years :  deputy  sheriff  seven  years ; 
postmaster  three  years ;  justice  of  the  peace  several 
vears ;  and  chairman  of  the  town  committee  of  the 
Republican  partv  for  twenty-tive  years.  His  public 
and  private  life  are  alike  above  reproach,  and  he  is 
held  in  high  regard  by  all  who  know  him. 

FRANK  OBADL\H  BADGER  was  born 
March  4,  1841.  in  Burlington,  Mass.,  a  son  of 
Obadiah  and  Harriet  (Cutler)  Badger.  Of  the 
seven  children  in  this  family,  five  are  yet  living. 

Frank  O.  Badger  was  but  seven  years  old  when 
his  father  died,  and  he  was  taken  to  the  home  of  a 
paternal  aunt  in  Plymouth,  IMass.,  where  he  lived 
until  he  was  twelve  years  old,  receiving  the  school 
privileges  of  that  town.  At  that  age  he  entered  a 
store  in  Lowell  as  a  clerk,  with  the  agreement  thit 
he  was  to  attend  school  a  part  of  each  year.  He 
remained  in  the  store  until  he  was  seventeen  years 
of  age,  when  he  went  to  California,  where  he  had 
a  claim  on  the  American  river.  Mr.  Badger  trav- 
eled through  California  and  r^Iexico  quite  exten- 
sively, and  after  a  residence  of  two  years  on  the 
Pacific  coast  returned  to  Boston,  and  was  a  clerk 
in  a  store  in  that  city  for  a  few  months.  Return- 
ing to  Lowell  he  entered  the  Lowell  Locomotive 
works,  and  was  engaged  as  a  machinist  for  thirteen 
months,  and  then  transferred  himself  to  the  Spring- 
field Armory,  where  he  was  put  on  government 
work.  For  six  years  he  was  in  the  armory,  and  at 
the  expiration  of  this  time  went  to  Xew  Britain 
to  do  contract  work,  making  bank  locks  with  Fred- 
erick North,  in  which  he  emploved  about  twenty- 
five  men.  For  four  years  he  worked  in  connection 
with  Mr.  North,  and  was  then  proprietor  and  man- 
ager of  the  L'nion  Hall  Hotel  at  Hartford  for  a 
year,  after  which  he  went  to  Kansas  City,  !Mo., 
where  he  was  engaged  in  selling  farming  imple- 
ments and  in  buying  farm  produce.  The  state  of 
his  wife's  health,  however,  compelled  a  quick  re- 
turn to  the  East,  and  he  started  a  plant  at  Green- 
port,  Long  Island,  for  the  manufacture  of  wnre 
goods,  in  which  he  was  quite  successful.  After  the 
lapse  of  four  vears  he  sold  out.  and  coming  to  New 
Britain,  was  made  general  maraq-er  of  the  National 
^^'ire  Mattress  Co..  a  position  he  held  for  four  year';, 
when  he  gave  it  up  and  went  to  New  York  City, 


where  he  spent  a  year  as  general  manager  of  the 
mattress  and  spring  bed  departments  for  the  Hall 
&  Stevens  Co.  Following  this  he  was  proprietor 
and  manager  of  a  spring  bed  factor}',  in  which  he 
employed  some  twenty  men.  After  three  quite  suc- 
cessful years  of  this  work  he  sold  out  to  the  Brook- 
lyn Spring  Bed  Co.  For  seven  months  ^Ir.  Badger 
was  with  the  R.  Hoe  Printing  Press  Co.,  and  then 
he  engaged  with  H.  L.  Judd  &  Co.  as  a  contractor 
in  their  brass  bed  department,  and  when  the  plant 
was  removed  to  W'allingford  Mr.  Badger  came  with 
it,  April  30,  1891.  He  still  holds  his  contract  with 
the  company,  and  is  employing  about  fifteen  hands. 

Mr.  Badger  is  a  Mason,  and  is  connected  with 
Keystone  Chapter  at  Meriden.  He  is  a  Republican 
in  politics,  but  he  has  always  been  too  busy  to  give 
much  attention  to  political  affairs.  With  his  familv 
he  attends  the  First  Congregational  Church,  where 
they  are  members. 

In  1872  Mr.  Badger  was  married  to  Miss  Emma 
A.  Bailey,  of  Hartford,  a  daughter  of  Solomon 
Bailey.  To  ^Ir.  and  Mrs.  Badger  were  born  the 
following  children:  Ella  May,  born  May  8,  1873, 
married  ^Valter  Hill,  superintendent  of  the  New 
York  Insulated  \\'ire  Co..  of  Wallingford,  and  has 
two  children,  ^lay  Elizabeth  and  Esther  B. ;  Robert 
E.,  born  June  27.  1874.  married  Miss  Maude  Miller, 
of  Mount  Carmel,  and  is  engaged  in  the  stationery- 
and  laundry  business  in  Wallingford;  Emma. Eliza- 
beth is  at  home ;  Grace  Alma  is  at  home ;  and  Frank 
died  when  seven  years  old. 

ALBERT  BEAU:M0NT  was  born  in  the  Beau- 
mont homestead  June  19,  1844,  a  son  of  the  late 
John  and  Ann  (Tyler)  Beaumont.  His  education 
was  obtained  in  the  district  schools,  and  growing 
up  on  the  homestead,  he  was  thoroughly  trained  in 
the  best  agricultural  methods  of  the  time.  When 
his  father  died.  }oung  Albert  and  his  brother 
George  operated  the  home  farm  until  1898.  in  which 
year  he  sold  out  his  interest  in  the  home  place,  and 
ix)ught  the  Wooding  Farm  on  East  ^lain  Street. 
Here  he  made  his  home  for  about  two  years,  but 
he  lately  sold  it,  buying  instead  the  Thread\^-ay 
Farm,  a  place  of  thirty  acres,  but  large  enough  for 
market  gardening,  which  he  intends  making  his 
business.  Mr.  Beaumont  is  a  hard  worker,  and  as 
he  carefully  plans  his  labor,  and  seeks  to  accom- 
plish something  practical  and  timely,  he  is  bound 
to  succeed.  .\n  honest  and  straightforward  man, 
his  word  is  held  good  to  any  amount,  and  what  he 
says  is  accepted  as  the  statement  of  a  man  of  truth. 

On  Oct.  6,  1S92,  Mr.  Beaumont  was  married,  in 
Wallingford.  by  the  Rev.  C.  H.  Dickerson.  to  Miss 
Emilv  Scard.  who  was  born  in  Newport,  South 
Wale's,  Enc;land.  a  daughter  of  George  Scard,  one 
of  the  leading  dairymen  of  Wallingford.  To  this 
marriage  has  come  one  child.  Albert  John,  born 
Mav  31.  i8v)8.  Mr.  Beaum..nt  belongs  to  the 
Wallingford  Grange;  and  politicallv  is  a  Republi- 
can, but  not  an  office  seeker.     In  his  church  con- 
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nection  he  is  a  Congrccrntii'iiahst.  and  hvih  he  and 
his  wife  are  highly  esteemed  in  the  community,  as 
most  excellent  people,  kind  neighbors,  and  honest 
and  industrious  in  their  daily  lives. 

GEORGE  E.  TERRY,  a  well-known  citizen 
•of  Prospect,  Xew  Haven  Co.,  Conn.,  was  born  in 
Sag  Harbor,  Long  Island,  Xuv.  i,  1856,  a  son  of 
Emanuel  antl  Emma  Terry,  both  of  whom  died  on 
Long  Island.  During  his  boyhood  our  subject  at- 
tended the  schools  of  Xew  York  City,  and  began 
life  for  himself  as  a  clerk  in  a  dry  goods  store 
there.  After  following  that  occupation  for  two 
years,  he  became  a  sailor  in  tlie  coasting  trade  and 
sp>ent  the  following  three  years  in  tb.at  manner,  after 
which  he  learned  the  cigar-maker's  trade  in  Brook- 
l\Ti,  X.  Y.,  and  clerked  in  a  cigar  store  for  some 
time.  He  was  next  employed  as  clerk  in  a  hotel 
at  X'ew  London.  Conn.,  and  from  there  reiaioved 
to  X'ew  Haven,  where  he  was  employed  in  dye 
works  for  two  years.  In  1881  he  went  to  Water- 
bury,  where  he  worked  in  the  watch  factory  until 
coming  to  Prospect  in  1892.  when  he  took  up  his 
residence  on  the  John  Swartz  farm,  which  is  the 
property  of  his  wife.  He  is  engaged  through  the 
winter  months  at  his  trade  in  W'aterbury. 

In  1880.  in  Philadelphia,  Penn.,  Mr.  Terry  mar- 
ried Miss  Emelie  .\daline  Kvser.  a  native  of  St. 
Louis,  Mo.,  and  a  daughter  of  the  late  Charles  F. 
Kyser.  who  was  born  in  Germanv  and  was  a  well- 
Tcnown  translator  of  the  German,  French  and  Latin 
languages.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Terry  were  born 
five  children,  namely:  Lotta,  \'era,  Emily  and 
Harold,  all  living:  and  Robert,  who  died  in  infancy. 
Mr.  Terry  is  a  member  of  the  K.  of  L.,  and  1  = 
identified  with  the  Democratic  party. 

PERRY  CHAUXCEY  MORRIS,  ex-first  se- 
lectman and  ex-town  treasurer  of  W'aterbury.  was 
"born  Aug.  12,  1847.  'f  t'l^t  part  of  the  town  now 
known  as  Waterville,  a  son  of  Miles  Morris,  who 
was  bom  in  the  town  of  Canaan.  Litchfield  Co., 
Conn.,  and  is  now  living  in  W'aterbury. 

Russell  ilorris,  father  of  Miles,  was  of  English 
extraction,  and  was  born  in  Danbury,  Ccnn.  By 
•occupation  he  was  a  farmer.  He  married  Harriet 
Holcomb.  and  settled  on  his  farm  in  Canaan,  where 
he  reared  a  family  of  twelve  children,  named,  in 
the  order  of  their  birth.  Miles,  Theodore,  Samuel, 
Edmund.  Sidney.  Chauncev,  David.  Amanda,  Julia, 
Susan,  Elizabeth  and  Mary.  Of  this  family,  ililes, 
the  eldest,  is  the  father  of  our  subject :  'Theodore 
was  an  employe  of  the  Housatonic  Railway  Co.  at 
Falls  \'illage.  and  there  met  his  death  bv  accident : 
Samuel,  who  was  also  a  railroad  man.  died  in  Chi- 
cago ;  Edmund  lives  in  the  town  of  South  Lee, 
Mass.,  where  he  is  employed  on  a  railroad ;  Sidney 
is  a  farmer  in  Falls  Village :  Chauncey  lives  in  re- 
tirement in  Dridge[)ort :  David  died  at  the  age  of 
eighteen  years :  Amanda  is  deceased :  Julia,  de- 
<eased,  was  the  wife  of  Robert  Ross;  Susan,  who 


was  a  school  teacher,  has  also  entered  into  rest; 
Elizabeth  lias  been  twice  married,  first  to  a  Air. 
Reed,  and  later  to  Charles  Phillips,  a  railroad  con- 
ductor; Mary  is  the  wife  of  John  Sturges,  of  Bridgt- 
port. 

Miles  Morris  came  to  W'aterbury  in   1840,  and 
has  since  been  in  the  employ  of  the  Wateryille  Knife 
\  Co.,  and  Brown  &  Bros.    He  married  Jane  M.  For- 
rest; who  was  born   in  W'aterbury,  a  daughter  of 
Samuel  I'orrest,  who  came  from  Birmingham,  Eng- 
land.   To  this  union  were  born  two  children  :    Perry 
Chauncey    and    Frederick    M..    the    latter    born    in 
j  Bridgeport,  and  now    a  machinist    in    W'aterbury. 
;  The  wife  and  mother  passed  away  July  25,  18S7,  and 
1  was  buried  in  Waterville. 

I         Perry  Chauncey  Morris  was  educated  in  the  lo- 
:  cal  schools  of  W'aterbury  and  Waterville.  after  leav- 
■  ing  which  he  entered  the  brass  works  of  Brown  & 
Eros.,   with  whom   he   remained   about   twenty-five 
years.     He  then  engaged  in  the  grocery  business  on 
1  the  Watertown  road,  which  he  continued  with  much 
success  until   his   removal   to   W'aterbury.     Always 
;  taking  a  keen  interest  in  public  affairs,  he  has  been 
I  active  in  the  work  of  his  chosen  political  partv — the 
!  Democratic — and    was   honored   by   election   to  the 
office  of  town  treasurer  for  the  term  of  two  years. 
So  satisfactorily  did  he  fill  the  duties  of  the  office 
of  treasurer  that  immediately  after  the  expiration 
of  his  term  he  was.  in  1894.  elected  first  selectman, 
which  office  occupied  all  his  attention  up  to  1900. 
Since  that  time  he  has  been  oljliged  to  devote  his 
time  to  his  personal  affairs,  his  propertv  interests 
demanding  considerable  attention.     He   is  popular 
with  all  parties,  and  as  People's  candidate  received 
the  support  of  both  Democrats  and  Republicans,  the 
entire   population    having   the   most    implicit    confi- 
dence in  his  unflinching  honestv. 

On  Aug.  4,  1870.  Air.  Alorris  married  Miss  Ma- 
tilda E.  Slade,  of  W'aterbury,  daughter  of  George 
and  Matilda  (  Stevens )  Slade.  natives  of  England. 
To  this  marriage  has  been  born  one  child,  Frances 
E.  Fraternally  Mr.  Morris  is  a  member  of  Har- 
mony Lodge,  Xo.  42,  F.  &  A.  M.,  at  W'aterbury, 
of  the  Knights  Templars,  and  is  also  a  Mystic  Shrin- 
er.  In  religious  connection  he  belongs  to  Trinity 
Episcopal  Church.  He  is  one  of  the  most  progres- 
sive men  of  W'aterbury.  and  is  identified  with  every 
project  designed  to  promote  the  public  interest. 

J.-\MES  W.  COXE,  one  of  tne  leading  druggists 
of  W'aterbury,  has  a  fine  establishment  and  caters 
to  the  best  people  of  the  city. 

Mr.  Cone  was  born  Mav  30.  1848,  in  Winsted, 
Conn.,  son  of  John  Cone,  who  was  born  in  Xorfolk, 
this  State,  in  18 17.  Deacon  Samuel  Cone,  the 
grandfather  of  James  W.,  was  born  in  Winchester, 
Conn.,  a  son  of  Daniel  H.  Cone,  who  was  a  soldier 
in  the  Revolutionary  war.  Samuel  was  a  scvihe 
maker,  who  followed  that  business  in  X'orfolk ; 
there  he  married  Clarissa  Munger,  of  Xorfolk, 
Conn.,  and  they  reared  a  family  of  thirteen  children, 
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all  of  wlioin  are  deceased  but  John,  the  father  of 
James   W. 

John  Cone  grew  to  manhood  in  Xorfolk,  where 
he  married  Harriet  A.  Watson,  a  daughter  of 
Abijah  and  Margaret  Watson,  farming  people  of 
XiTfolk.  After  their  marriage  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cone 
settled  in  the  village  of  Winsted,  Conn.,  where  he 
carried  on  his  business,  and  wiicre  he  is  now  living 
retired.  Airs.  Cone  died  May  20,  1880.  Three 
children  were  born  to  them :  James,  who  died  at 
the  age  of  five  years ;  James  \\'. ;  and  Maria  E., 
who  died  April  13,  190 1. 

James  W.  Cone  grew  up  in  Winsted.  where  he 
attended  the  public  school,  and  later  was  a  student 
in  the  Eastman  Business  College,  at  Poughkeepsie, 
X.  Y.  As  an  apprentice  to  the  druggist's  business, 
he  spent  four  years  with  David  Fuller,  at  Water- 
bury,  and  for  six  years  after  leaving  Mr.  Fuller 
was  engaged  in  various  places.  During  four  years 
of  this  time  he  was  in  business  for  himself  at 
Winsted.  In  1884  he  came  back  to  \\'aterbury, 
and  purchased  the  drug  store  of  Dr.  J.  J.  Jacques, 
at  Xo.  1 1  West  Main  street,  and  continued  for  ten 
years  at  the  old  location,  moving  in  1896  to  his  pres- 
ent quarters,  corner  ofA\'est  Main  and  Bank  Streets. 
Here  he  carries  a  fine  stock,  and  appeals  to  the 
most  fastidious  as  well  as  to  the  great  public,  offer- 
ing the  best  of  goods  at  a  modest  price,  and  treating 
all  who  come  with  equal  courtesy  and  fairness. 

Mr.  Cone  and  Miss  Caroline  Woodward  were 
married  Xov.  24,  1873.  Airs.  Cone  was  a  daughter 
of  Andrew  Woodward,  and  a  native  of  Thomaston, 
Conn.,  where  her  father  has  been  engaged  in  the 
tannery  business  many  years.  She  died  Dec.  17, 
1888,  leaving  three  children :  Emma  L.,  who  is  the 
wife  of  Dr.  C.  H'.  Rust,  of  Cleveland,  Ohio;  John 
S.,  who  died  July  26,  1899,  at  the  age  of  twenty- 
years  ;  and  Harriet  A.,  a  student  in  the  Waterbury 
schools.  On  Sept.  24,  1890,  Air.  Cone  married 
Miss  Minnie  Alanwaring,  who  was  born  in  Water- 
ford,  Conn.,  daughter  of  Ansel  Manwaring,  for 
many  years  town  treasurer.  She  is  a  capable  and 
well  educated  lady,  and  was  a  school  teacher  be- 
fore her  marriage.  Mr.  Cone  is  a  Republican  and 
a  prominent  Mason,  having  reached  the  Shrine. 
The  family  attend  the  Second  Congregational 
Church,  of  which  they  are  all  members. 

RICHARD  CHRISTOPHER  WILCOX,  se- 
nior member  of  the  widely  known  firm  of  R.  C. 
Wilcox  &.  Sons,  dairv  farmers  and'  stock  raisers, 
Guilford,  is  a  native  of  Connecticut,  bom  June  22, 
1846,  in  the  town  of  Guilford,  Xew  Haven  county. 

Tlie  Wilcox  family  are  old  settlers  of  the  X'ew 
England  States  .and  the  name  has  been  spelled  in 
various  ways — Wilcox,  Wilcocks,  Wilcoxson  and 
Willcox.  ( i)  William  Wilcox  (_or  Wilcoxson),  the 
first  of  the  name  in  Connecticut,  was  born  in  1601 
at  St.  Albans,  Hertfordshire.  England,  whence  in 
1635  he  came  to  America  in  the  ship  "Planter," 
having  a  certificate  from  the  minister  of  his  native 


city.  Landing  at  Biismn,  li;  there  became  a  freeman 
in  1636;  three  years  later  (1639)  he  came  to  Con- 
necticut, locating  at  Stratford,  Fairfield  county, 
where  he  passed  the  rest  of  his  da\s,  dying  in  1652. 
In  1647  lis  "^^'''s  a  representative  at  Hartford.  He 
and  his  wife,  Margaret,  had  six  children,  as  fol- 
lows: {!)  John,  born  in  1633;  (2)  Joseph,  who 
died  in  1703;  (3)  Samuel,  deceased  March  12, 
1713;  (4j  Sarah.  Airs.  John  Aleigs,  who  died  Xov. 
24,  1691 ;  1^5)  Ubadiali,  sketch  of  whom  follows; 
and   (6)   Tunothy,  deceased  June  13,  1713. 

(Ilj  Obadiah  Wilcox,  son  of  (Ij  William,  was 
born  in  1641  in  the  town  of  Stratford,  Conn., 
whence  in  early  manhood  he  came  to  Guilford,  set- 
tling in  the  eastern  part  of  the  town,  now  knowa 
as  Aladison,  and  following  farming.  In  1672  he 
was  made  a  freeman.  He  died  in  1713,  and  was- 
buried  in  Aladison.  Mr.  Wilcox  was  twice  mar- 
ried, and  by  his  first  wife.  Alary,  had  thirteen  chil- 
dren, as  follows:  (i)  Alary,  bom  Dec.  11,  1676, 
married  Thomas  Alunson,  of  Xew  Haven:  {2) 
Lydia,  born  Oct.  14,  1678,  died  Xov.  4,  1698;  (3) 
Obadiah  was  born  Dec.  14,  1679;  (4)  Ebenezer  was 
bom  Sept.  20,  1682;  (5)  Ephraim:  (6)  Alindweli 
was  married  April  20,  1714,  to  Daniel  Hill,  and 
died  Feb.  3,  1770;  (7)  Timothy  was  born  Xov.  15, 
1690;  1^8)  Silence;  (9)  John,  sketch  of  whom-  fol- 
lows; (10) 'Joseph,  born  in  1694,  married  Hannah 
Goodale,  and  died  July  15,  1770;  (ii)  Isaac  settled 
in  Aliddletown;  (12)  Jemima  was  born  Oct.  30, 
1699;  (13}  Experience.  By  his  second  wife. 
Silence,  Air.  Wilcox  had  one  child,  ( 14)  Thankful, 
born  April  4,  1702,  who  was  married  Sept.  6,  1722, 
to  Samuel  Xorton. 

(III).  John  Wilcox,  son  of  (II)  Obadiah,  was 
born  Xov.  9,  1692,  in  East  Guilford,  where  he 
passed  all  his  days  in  agricultural  pursuits,  dying 
Alay  I,  1753.  On  Jan.  11,  1719,  he  married  De- 
borah Parmelee,  born  in  1699,  who  died  in  1792. 
Their  children:  (i)  Obadiah,  bom  April  15.  1720, 
married  Lydia  Wilcox,  and  died  in  1771 ;  (2) 
Sarah  was  bom  Xov.  10,  1723 ;  (3)  John,  bom  Aug. 
17,  1726,  married  Alartha  Coe ;  (4)  Ezra,  sketch  of 
whom  follows;  (5)  Alary,  bom  Dec.  i,  1731,  mar- 
ried in  Xovember,  1753,  Enos  French,  and 'died 
Sept.  28,  1777;  (6)  Asabel  was  born  Dec.  9,  1735. 

(IV)  Ezra  '\Vilcox.  son  of  (III)  John,  born 
Oct.  20,  1728,  passed  all  his  days  in  East  Guilford, 
dying  there  Alarch  14,  1805..  He  married  Xov.  9, 
1757,  Esther  Aleigs,  who  was  born  Alarch  19.  1734, 
a  daughter  of  Janna  and  Elizabeth  (Dudley)  Aleigs. 
and  died  Sept.  8,  1809.  Children  as  follows  were 
born  to  them:  (i)  Lavinia.  born  July  17,  1758, 
married  Bela  Dudley;  (2)  Ezra,  born  in  1762.  mar- 
ried Rebecca  Brown,  and  died  Alay  i.  1S36;  (3) 
Esther,  married  John  Williams;  (4)  Elzah.  born 
Alarch  8,  1765,  married  Lois  Field,  and  died  Feb. 
24,  1828;  (5)  Julius;  (6)  Elizabeth,  married  John 
Spencer:  (~)  Return,  sketch  of  whom  follows. 

(\')  Return  Wilco.x,  son  of  (I\')  Ezra,  and  the 
grandfather  of  Richard   C.   Wilcox,   was   born   in 
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1771.  it!  what  is  wow  tlie  to-.vn  of  Madison.  Xew 
Plavi-ii  couniy.  and  died  there  Nov.  j8,  1846.  He 
was  a  lifelong  farmer.  Jjv  his  wife,  Abigail,  born 
May  23,  1780,  died  May  31,  1845,  he  had  seven 
children,  as  follows:  ( i ')  Alva  L)rrin.  horn  Aug. 
22,  1799,  died  July  10.  1887;  (2)  Polly  Maria,  born 
Aug.  2,  1801,  married  Ebenezer  Merrill,  of  Clinton, 
Conn.;  (3)  Elizabeth,  born  Sept.  8.  1803,  married 
Sept.  4,  1828,  Edward  F.  Kelsey,  of  Madison,  and 
died  March  15.  1888;  (4)  Jerusha.  born  in  Julv, 
1806,  married  in  August,  1824,  Samuel  K.  Dowd, 
and  died  June  3,  1841  :  (5)  Almon  Qrrill,  sketch 
of  whom  follows;  ((Si  Susan  Abigail,  born  in  1815, 
married  Sept.  19,  1838,  Achilles  Dowd,  of  Madi- 
son; (7)  Samuel  Augustus,  born  July  19,  1819,  died 
Dec.  13,  1876. 

(VI)  Almon  OrriUWilcox,  son  of  (V)  Return, 
and  the  father  of  Richard  C,  was  born  April  24, 
1808,  in  the  town  of  Madison,  Xew  Haven  county, 
there  attended  the  district  school,  and  worked  on  a 
farm  until  he  was  twenty-five  years  old,  when  he 
came  to  Guilford.  Here  his  first  employment  was- 
as  a  farm  laborer  at  S5  per  month.  Later  he  pur- 
chased a  small  farm,  where  he  continued  agricul- 
tural pursuits  the  rest  of  his  life,  dying  Sept.  16, 
1874 ;  his  remains  were  interred  in  Xut  Plains 
cemetery.  Xoted  for  his  industry  and  honesty,  he 
was  highlv  respected  in  the  conmiunity  in  which 
he  lived.  In  politics  he  was  first  a  Whig,  later  a 
Republican,  and  in  religious  faith  he  was  a  con- 
sistent member  of  the  Congregational  Church. 

In  Guilford,  Oct.  6,  1830,  Almon  O.  Wilcox  was 
married  to  Ruth  D.  Kennedy,  who  was  born  May 
3,  1812,  and  died  Jan.  28,  1875.  She  was  a  daugh- 
ter of  Anson  Kennedy,  of  Guilford.  Their  chil- 
dren: (i)  Sarah  Dorcas,  born  Xov.  2.  1833,  mar- 
ried Jan.  13,  1855,  Charles  M.  \\'ilcox.  and  died 
March  26,  1857;  (2)  Charlotte  Abigail,  born  Xov. 
25,  1836,  is  the  widow  of  Andrew  Ward  Foote, 
late  of  Guilford  (he  was  born  April  27,  1833,  and 
died  Dec.  16.  1880)  :  (3)  Helen  Sophia,  born  July 
21,  1844,  died  March  14,  1865;  (4)  Richard  Chris- 
topher, a  sketch  of  whom  follows:  (5)  George 
Howard,  born  March  21,  1849,  married  Mary  E. 
Bishop,  and  died  Xov.  14,  1888;  (6)  Walter  Wes- 
ley, born  Dec.  14,  185 1,  married  Lucy  M.  Evarts. 

(VII)  Richard  C.  Wilcox,  whose  name  opens 
this  memoir,  received  his  education  in  part  at  the 
district  schools  of  Xut  Plains,  in  part  at  Guilford 
Academy,  ■  where  he"  attended  four  terms.  He 
worked  at  home  until  of  age,  when  with  aid  from 
his-  father,  he  bought  the  farm  on  which  he  now 
lives,  known  as  "Cloverdale  Dairy  Farm."  a  tract 
of  fifty-six  acres  formerly  owned  by  Ju;ton  Dudley, 
and  which  was  then  a  wilderness.  Plere  he  built 
a  home  in  1870.  and  since  then  has  erected  barns, 
outhouses  and  a  dairy  ice  house,  etc..  costing  in 
all  over  S12.000.  His  home  and  surroundings  are 
among  the  finest  in  Guilford.  Until  1804  he  carried 
on  general  farming,  anil  ti'.cn  einiiarked  in  dairying., 
butter-making  a  specialty,  and   from   time  to  time 


has  increased  the  capacit\-  of  his  business  until  he 
now  owns  the  largest  dair\  farm  on  the  shore  line. 
He  manufactures  and  sells  over  $1,700  worth  of 
butter  per  annum,  and  sells  $r.6oo  worth  of  milk 
and  cream  in  the  same  period.  Since  his  first  pur- 
chase of  land  he  has  bought  another  farm  of  100 
acres  near  the  homestead,  and  has  leased  several 
other  farms.  He  has  now  (1901)  a  herd  of  thirty- 
six  Jerseys  and  grade  Jersey  cows,  and  a  fine  Jersey 
bull  of  his  own  raising.  The  following  sketch  of 
"Cloverdale  Dairy  Farm"  appeared  in  the  report  of 
the  Dairy  Commissioner  for  1898: 

''The  Cloverdale  Dairy  Farm  originated  about 
six  years  ago  with  four  cows.  The  cream  from  tlie 
milk  of  those  cows  was  sold  to  the  Guilford  Cream- 
ery for  about  five  months,  when  it  was  decided  to 
make  butter  in  a  small  way.  The  butter  for  the 
first  year  was  sold  for  two  cents  below  the  whole- 
sale creamery  price,  because  the  grocers  could  not 
pay  the  creamery  prices.  The  last  vear  nearh" 
the  entire  make  has  been  sold  to  families  at  thirty 
cents  per  pound  the  year  around,  and  in  fact,  it  has 
been  so  the  last  four  years.  Mr.  Wilcox  is  now 
selling  cream,  new  milk,  skim  milk  and  buttermilk, 
one  of  his  sons  running  a  wagon  daily  in  the  town. 
He  uses  a  DeLaval  cream  separator,  which  enables 
him  to  have  sweet  skim  milk  everv  day.  His  herd 
consists  of  twenty-eight  Jerseys  and  grade  Jerseys, 
feeding  hav  and  dry  food,  not  having  a  silo.  Mr. 
Wilcox  manufactured  over  three  tons  of  butter  in 
1897,  which  was  nearly  all  disposed  of  at  prices 
above  mentioned." 

Mr.  Wilcox  is  a  man  of  enterprise  and  progress, 
and  takes  a  leading  part  all  things  pertaining  to 
farming  and  dairying,  and  to  the  town  in  general. 
He  is  one  of  the  most  active  members  of  the  State 
Creamery  Association  and  of  the  State  Dairy  Asso- 
ciation. Being  a  well-read  nan,  he  is  well  posted 
on  all  the  leading  events  of  the  day.  and  has  made 
a  success  of  life  entirely  by  his  own  eti'orts,  persever- 
ance and  good-  management.  Though  a  stanch 
Republican  in  politics,  he  is  n;  party  man;  in  re- 
ligious faith  he  is  a  member  of  the  First  Congrega- 
tional Church.  Socially  he  is  affiliated  with  the 
Royal  Arcanum  and  Xew  England  Order  of  Pro- 
tection. 

In  Branford,  Conn..  Oct.  5,  1870,  Richard  C. 
Wilcox  was  married  to  Lucy  Caroline  Page,  a  native 
of  that  town,  and  a  daughter  of  Edgar  and  Jane  G. 
(Robinson)  Page.  Four  children,  all  sons,  have 
blessed  this  union,  their  names  and  dates  of  birth 
being  as  follows :  Lewis  Cornelius,  Feb.  6,  1872 : 
Elmer  Ellsworth,  Sept.  8.  1874  ;  Edgar  Almon,  Au.g. 
18,  1877;  and  Richard  Lester,  April  28,  1879, 
All  are  well  educated,  and  all  excepting  Richard 
L.  are  engaged  in  their  father's  dairying  and  stock- 
raising  business,  proving  themselves  to  be  worthy 
sons  of  worthy  parents,  as  well  as  progressive  an;! 
advanced  farmers.  Mrs.  Wilcox  is  a  lady  of  re- 
finement, a  devoted  helpmeet  to  her  husband,  a 
loving  mother,  and  kind,  hospitable  neighbor. 
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JOSEPH  P.  COLWELL,  one  of  the  lea.lin^ 
business  men  of  Derby,  was  born  in  Hartford,  April 
_>6,  1845,  and  grew  to  manhood  there.  Ilis  early 
educational  advantages  were  of  a  very  limited  sort, 
necessity  compelling  him  to  begin  work  at  an  early 
age.  While  yet  a  young  boy  he  found  employment 
in  the  carpet  factory,  and  the  outbreak  of  the  Civil 
War  found  him  a  servant  in  the  household  of  Dr. 
M.  T.  Newton.  Being  too  young  to  enlist,  yet  de- 
sirous of  going  to  the  front,  he  accompanied  the 
Doctor  in  the  same  capacity,  and  was  thus  able  to 
serve  three  years.  On  his  return  from  the  army  he 
went  to  work  for  the  Colt  Arms  Co.,  with  whom  he 
remained  for  about  two  years.  In  1866  he  removed 
to  Derby,  which  city,  as  has  been  said,  is  still  his 
home.  Here,  too,  his  life  for  many  years  was  one 
of  hard  and  constant  toil.  In  1887  he  entered  the 
employ  of  Mr.  Thomas  Finn,  an  undertaker,  and  in 
1891  embarked  in  the  same  line  of  business  for  him- 
self, having  as  a  partner  Peter  Reilly,  and  the  firm 
name  being  Colwell  &  Reilly.  The  partnership 
was  dissolved  after  three  years,  and  since  1894  jMr. 
Colwell  has  carried  on  the  business  alone.  Under 
his  judicious  management  it  has  prospered  greatly, 
and  he  is  now'  reaping  the  well  earned  reward  of  a 
life  of  patient  industry-  and  unfailing  integrity. 

In  1873  •^'f''-  Colwell  was  married  to  ^liss  Mary 
Ann  Kelledy,  of  Derby,  whose  father,  Matthew 
Kelledy,  was  born  in  Ireland.  His  married  life 
lasted  but  twelve  years,  Mrs.  Colwell  dying  in 
1885.  Of  their  union  there  are  three  children  liv- 
ing. Henry,  Joseph  and  Mary.  Mr.  Colwell  is  a 
Democrat  in  politics,  and  in  religious  faith  a  Cath- 
olic, being  a  communicant  at  St.  Mary's  Church. 
For  thirty  years  he  has  been  a  member  of  the 
Storm  Hose  Company,  of  Derby,  and  has  risen 
from,  the  ranks  to  hold  the  position  of  chief  engin- 
eer. He  is  of  a  genial,  generous  nature,  and 
social  in  his  proclivities  and  mode  of  life,  and  is  an 
influential  and  honored  member  of  various  societies. 
Among  these  organizations  are  the  Knights  of  Col- 
umbus (of  which  order  he  is  a  past  master),  the 
Foresters  of  America,  the  Knights  of  Maccabees, 
and  the  Catholic  Benevolent  Legion  of  America. 

MRS.  CLARA  A.  BOND,  of  Woodbridge,  be- 
longs to  an  old  and  honored  New  Haven  county 
family,  which  was  founded  here  by  one  Richard 
Sperry,  who  came  from  England  about  1660.  Her 
paternal  great-grandfather,  Ebenezer  Sperry.  was  a 
native  of  Woodbridge,  born  July  27,  1773,  on  what 
is  known  as  the  Sperry  farm  and  is  still  owned  by 
the  Sperr\'  family.  The  house  standing  thereon 
was  built  when  he  was  a  child  of  five  years.  He 
wedded  ^lary  Newton  Booth,  also  a  native  of 
Woodbridge  and  a  daughter  of  Walter  and  Mary 
(Newton)  Booth.  He  died  Oct.  26,  1855.  and  she 
departed  this  life  Feb.  2,  1865,  at  the  age  of  eighty- 
two  years.  The\-  had  two  children,  of  whom  Cal- 
vin, the  grandfather  c-i  our  ^ubiccl.  wa-;  the  \oung- 
cst.     Eunice  married  Edward  Hine,  of  Woodbridge, 


and  to  tlu'ni  were  born  three  children:  Catherine 
Mary,  who  wedded  the  late  Riley  Peck,  of  New- 
Haven,  and  died  Nov.  5,  1901.  aged  seventy-four 
years  ;  Sarah  Antoinette,  widow  of  Birdsey  Brad- 
ley, of  Hamden  ;  and  \'elina,  wife  of  Lewis  Hitch- 
{   cock,  of  Woodbridge. 

!  Calvin  Sperry  was  born  on  the  old  homestead, 

j   in  December,  1807,  and  there  spent  his  entire  life 

'   engaged   in   agricultural   pursuits.     In   addition   to 

I   general  farming  he  was  also  engaged  in  the  milk 

i   business   for  a  time,  and  in  his  undertakings  met 

i   with  fair  success.     He  was  a  stanch  supporter  of  the 

j   Republican  party  and  its  principles,  and  was  a  con- 

;   sistent  member  of  the  Congregational   Church  of 

!   Woodbridge.   After  an  honorable  and  useful  career, 

he  died  May  28,  1871,  in  his  sixty-fourth  year.     He 

was  three  times  married,  his  first  wife  being  Sarah 

A.  Carrington. daughter  of  Liverus  and  Lowdy  Car- 

;   rington.   She  died  Jan.  23,  1853.  at  the  age  of  forty- 

:    four  years,  and  he  next  married  Cynthia  Riggs,  bv 

■■■   whom  he  had  one  daughter,  Eleanor,  now  deceased. 

The  third  wdfe  was  Parentha  Baklwin.     There  were 

;   three  children  by  the  first  marriage,  namely:   Elizur 

L.,   father  of  our  subject;  Almira   E.,   now   Mrs. 

'.   George   Turner,   of   Woodbridge :   and   Sarah   An- 

geline,  who  died  April  19,  1849,  at  the  age  of  ten 

■   years. 

Elizur  L.  Sperry  was  born  Feb.  5,  1831,  on  the 
'  old  homestead  in  the  town  of  Woodbridge,  where 
Mrs.  Bond  now  lives, and  he  was  given  the  best  edu- 
;  cational  advantages,  being  a  graduate  of  Yale.  On 
Jan.  16,  1856,  he  was  married  in  Dudley.  Mass., 
to  Miss  Sarah  Loretta  Williams,  who  was  born 
April  10,  1831,  and  soon  after  his  marriage  he 
moved  to  Vandalia,  111.,  -where  he  was  engaged  in 
farming  for  several  years — an  occupation  he  thor- 
oughly understood,  having  been  trained  to  it  on 
the  home  farm.  From  Illinois,  he  returned  to 
Woodbridge,  and  here  engaged  in  general  farming. 
In  i8go  he  visited  a  son  in  Florida,  and  being 
pleased  with  the  climate  and  State,  he  decided  to 
make  it  his  winter  home.  Accordingly,  the  follow- 
ing year  he  bought  an  orange  grove  of  twenty-five 
acres,  and  spent  the  great  part  of  the  time  in  Florida 
until  his  death  Aug.  16,  1901,  at  the  age  of  seventy 
years.  Politically  he  was  a  stanch  Republican,  anrl 
as  one  of  the  prominent  and  influential  men  of  his 
community,  he  was  called  upon  to  fill  many  of  the 
town  offices,  such  as  selectman,  member  of  the 
school  board,  and  for  many  years  justice  of  the 
peace.  In  his  family  were  four  children:  (i) 
William  I.,  born  June  16,  1837,  died  June  22,  1857. 
(2)  Clara  A.,  our  subject,  is  mentioned  below.  (3) 
Calvin  Waldo,  born  Oct.  20,  1863.  married  H. 
Louie  Keys,  and  they  have  three  children :  Sarah 
L.,  born  April  10,  1890;  Marion  K..  born  Aug.  28, 
1892;  and  Carlton,  born  April  22,  1895.  (4) 
Sarah  Adeline,  born  Mav  6,  1867,  died  Dec.  26, 
1884. 

Mrs.  Bond  was  horn  I'eb.  4.  iSf)!,  and  was  mar- 
ried Aug.   15,   1S83,  to  Charles  Bond,  a  native  of 
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Oxf'ird,  Mass..  by  whom  she  lias  t-\\o  chililrcn : 
Herbert  L.,  born  Sept.  28,  1884;  and  Mabel  Sperr}'. 
born  July  31,  1890.  Mr.  Bond  is  an  e.xtensive 
and  suecessfnl  farmer  of  Woodbrids^e,  cultivating 
the  flats  long  known  as  the  Sperry  farm,  and  also 
operates  a  cider  and  sawmill.  He  is  a  wide-awake, 
energetic  business  man,  of  progressive  ideas,  and  is 
quite  prominent  in  the  community  where  he  resides. 
In  fwlitics  he  is  a  Republican. 

Dr.  E^[ELIXE  ROBERTS  JOXES.  of  Xew 
Haven,  has  the  distinction  of  being  the  pioneer 
woman  dentist — the  first  woman  to  open  independ- 
ently an  office  and  offer  her  services  to  the  public 
as  a  competent  dentist. 

Dr,  Jones  was  born  July  26,  1836,  in  \\"inches- 
ter,  Conn.,  daughter  of  John  Eno  and  Deborah 
Hungerford  (Blakeslee)  Roberts,  and  is  descended 
in  both  paternal  and  maternal  lines  from  honorable 
New  England  ancestry.  Samuel  Roberts,  her  ear- 
liest ancestor  of  that  name  on  American  soil,  came 
from  England  about  1636  and  settled  in  Xew  Haven. 
His  son,  (H)  Samuel  Roberts,  married  Catherine 
.  His  son,  (HI)  Samuel  Roberts,  mar- 
ried Sept.  22.  1691,  Mary  Blake.  His  son.  (I\') 
Samuel  Roberts,  married  March  22.  1716-17,  Ra- 
chel Webb.  His  son,  (V)  Joel  Roberts,  married 
Esther  Loomis.  His  son,  (\'I)  Judala  Roberts, 
married  Mercy  Eno.  His  son,  (X'H)  John  Eno 
Roberts,  married  Deborah  Hungerford  Blakeslee, 
and  they  were  the  parents  of  Dr.  Emeline  R.  Jones. 

(I)  Samuel  Blakeslee,  Dr.  Jones'  first  American 
ancestor  in  the  maternal  line,  came  from  England 
in  1636.  His  son.  (H)  Samuel  Blakeslee  married. 
Sarah  Kimberly.  His  son.  (HI)  Samuel  Blakeslee, 
married' Eleanor  Lane.  His  son.  ( I\')  Deacon  Sam- 
uel   Blakeslee.   married   Ruth   .     His   son, 

(V)  Deacon  Samuel  Blakeslee,  married  Lydia 
Woodford.  His  son,  (VI)  Deacon  Samuel' Blakes- 
lee. married  Silence  Church.  His  daughter.  (VII) 
Deborah  Himgerford,  married  John  Eno  Roberts, 
and  thev  became  the  parents  of  Dr.  Emeline  R. 
Jones.  The  Doctor  is  descended  from  William  the 
Conqueror  through  the  Plaiitagenets,  in  the  Drake 
line.  Five  of  her  ancestors  fought  on  the  American 
side  in  the  Revolution,  and  a  number  were  promi- 
nent in  the  tning  times  dating  from  the  landing 
of  the  Pilgrim  Fathers  through  the  Colonial  period, 
loyal  and  patriotic  to  the  core. 

In  1854  Emeline  Roberts  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Dr.  Daniel  Albion  Jones,  born  March  2,  1833. 
in  Barkhamsted,  Litchfield  Co..  Conn,,  son  of  Orville 
and  Rhoda  (Woodruff)  Jones.  He  was  descended 
from  William  Jones,  a  lawyer  of  London,  England, 
who  came  to  X'ew  England  in  1660,  in  the  same 
ship  with  Goffe  and  Whalley.  the  regicides,  arriving 
in  Boston  July  27.  It  is  said  that  his  father,  David 
Jones,  was  one  of  the  judges  executed  by  King 
Charles  IT,  and  William  Jones  is  reputed  to  have 
secreted  anfl  fed  the  regicidirs  a  month  in  his  house. 
From  Boston  he  came  to  X'ew  Haven,  where  he  was 


an  importr.nt  man  througlinnt  tliL  remainder  nf  ln> 
life.  He  was  magistrate  of  Xew  Haven  Colon}- 
from  i66j  to  1664,  and  was  re-elected  annually 
until  1692,  when  he  was  elected  deputy  governor, 
in  which  incumbency  he  was  retained  until  his  death. 
in  1706.  His  son.  (II)  Xathaniel  Jones,  born  in 
England,  died  in  Xew  Haven  .Vug.  21,  1691.  On 
Oct.  7,  1684.  he  married  Abigail  Atwater.  His  son, 
(III)  Theophilus  Jones,  born  .March  18,  1690,  mar- 
ried Dec.  26,  1711,  Hannah  Mix.  His  son,  (I\  1 
X'athaniel  Jones,  bom  March  3,  1717,  married  June 
8,  1743,  Sarah  Merriam.  His  son.  (V)  Benjamin 
Jones,  bom  Feb.  5,  1757,  at  Wallingford.  married 
Esther  W(X)druff.  His  son,  (VI)  Orville  Jones, 
married  Rhoda  Woodruff,  and  they  were  the  par- 
ents of  l\'II)  Daniel  Albion  Jones,  who  married 
Emeline  Roberts.  Dr.  Daniel  A.  Jones  was  also 
descended  from  William  the  Conqueror  throu.gh  the 
Plantagenets,  twice  in  the  Drake  line  and  once  in 
the  Alsop  line. 

Dr.  Daniel  Albion  Jones  was  a  dentist  of  excep- 
tional skill,  and  a  man  of  ability  in  various  lines. 
He  was-widelv  known  and  beloved  outside  his  pro- 
fession, especially  as  a  philanthropist,  and  his  un- 
timely death,  in  1864,  deprived  the  profession  of  a 
worthy  member,  the  community  of  a  citizen  who 
from  early  manhood  had,  in  his  large-hearted  be- 
nevolence, the  good  of  his  fellow  men  at  heart,  and 
his  family  of  a  kind  and  loving  father.  Mrs.  Jones 
had  commenced  the  study  of  dentistry  with  her  hus- 
band in  1855,  and  for  a  time  received  instruction 
from  Dr,  R.  B.  Curtis,  of  Winsted.  Conn.  Her 
husband  had  built  up  a  large  practice  in  Danielscn- 
ville  (now  Danielson),  and,  having  assisted  him 
until  his  death,  she  continued  the  establishment 
there  successfully  until  1876.  in  wdiich  year  she 
moved  to  X'ew  Haven  in  order  to  give  her  son.  better 
educational  opportunities.  She  was  no  less  success- 
ful in  her  new  field,  and  has  taken  high  rank  among 
the  ablest  members  of  the  dental  profession  in  Con- 
necticut; she  is  a  member  of  the  State  Dental  So- 
ciety. 

inheriting  independence  of  thought  and  action, 
together  with  the  Xew  England  virtues  '^f  thrift, 
executive  ability  and  thoroughness,  Dr.  Jones  has 
been  exceptionally  successful  in  her  business  career. 
The  resolution  she  displayed  in  taking  up  the  work 
her  husband  began  is  a  typical  characteristic  of  this 
noble  woman,  who  has  shown  herself  capable  in 
other  fields  besides  that  of  her  life  work.  As  the 
pioneer  woman  in  her  profession  she  enjoys  a  dis- 
tinction not  lightly  reckoned  in  these  days,  when 
women  are  receiving  the  recognition  due  them  for 
their  achievements.  Other  women  may  have  assist- 
ed in  dental  offices  prior  to  1855,  but  so  far  as  known 
she  is  the  first  to  open  an  office  on  her  own  account. 
To  her  natural  mental  acquisitiveness  is  added  clear 
and  quick  perception,  and  a  corresponding  fullness 
of  the  reasoning  faculties.  X'or  is  she  deficient  in 
such  social  graces  and  qualities  of  aft'ection  as  are 
needed  to  constitute  her  the  best  of  mothers  and  the 
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most  serviceable  of  friends.  ITer  active  ami  widc- 
reachiiig  benevolence  has  been  exercised  qnietly,  and 
many  and  timely  have  been  her  benefactions.  Dr. 
Jones  is  an  honored  menilK-r  of  ^Iar\-  Clap  W'ooster 
Chapter,  D.  A.  R. 

Two  children  were  born  to  Daniel  A.  and  Enie- 
line  (Roberts)  Jones:  Eveline.  wIkj  was  six  years 
of  age  at  the  time  of  her  father's  death ;  and  Daniel 
Albion,  who  was  three  and  a  half  years  old  at  that 
tiine.  The  daughter  is  now  the  wife  of  Frederick 
B.  Street,  a  prominent  l)u.--iness  man  of  Xew  Haven, 
and  has  two  daughters,  Emeline  A.,  now  (^1901) 
aged  sixteen,  who  is  attending  \'assar;  and  Grace 
H.,  aged  eleven,  who  is  a  pupil  in  Mrs.  Johnstone's 
private  school.  Mrs.  Sweet  is  a  member  of  the 
Daughters  of  the  American  Revolution,  in  the  work 
of  which  she  has  taken  a  very  active  part,  and  her 
children  l>elong  to  the  Children  of  the  American 
Revolution,  of  which  Emeline  has  served  as  regis- 
trar. Like  her  mother.  Mrs.  Street  is  an  energetic 
woman,  doing  with  a  will  whatever  she  undertakes,  : 
and  she  has  a  kind  and  lovable  disposition  which 
endears  her  to  a  large  circle  of  friends.  Well  read 
on  a  very  large  variety  of  subjects,  keen  and  observ- 
ing, with  the  quick  perceptive  faculties  characteris- 
tic of  the  family,  and  endowed  with  a  ready  wit, 
she  is  a  most  interesting  conversationalist  and  a 
pleasant  companion.  She  is  also  a  fine  musician, 
having  taken  a  course  in  music  at  the  New  England 
Conservatory  of  Music. 

Daniel  Albion  Jones  graduated  at  the  Yale  Aca- 
demic School  in  1884.  and  studied  dentistrv  three 
years  with  his  mother  before  entering  the  Harvard  ' 
Dental  School,  from  which  he  received  the  degree 
of  D.  D.  S.  in  1889.  In  1890  he  received  the  de- 
gree of  M.  D.  from  Yale  Medical  School.  At  Yale 
he  was  a  member  of  the  Glee  Club  and  for  four 
years  was  on  the  base-ball  team.  He  has  been  sue  - 
cessfully  engaged  in  the  practice  of  dentistry-  for 
the  past  fourteen  vears.  and  is  a  prominent  member 
of  the  State  Dental  Society,  of  which  he  has  now 
been  treasurer  for  ten  years.  Fraternally  Dr.  Jones 
unites  with  the  Masons,  the  Yale  University  Club 
and  other  organizations.  He  is  welcomed  in  social 
circles  in  the  city  for  his  many  pleasing  qualities, 
notably  his  attainments  as  a  musician  ;  he  has  re- 
ceived fine  musical  training,  and  has  a  number  of 
pupils.  Dr.  Jones  married  Miss  Emma  Beadle, 
daughter  of  Joseph  Blakeslee  Beadle,  of  Montclair, 
New  Jersey. 

CHARLES    A.    D.\MS,    one    of    the    active, 
prominent  and    enterprising    citizens    of    the  town   j 
of    Oxford.    New    Haven    county,    has,    through-   1 
out    bis     entire    business    career,    been     identified 
with   the   agricultural    interests  of   that    town.     He 
was      born      at      Quaker      Farms,      this      county, 
June    i,^.    1858,    a    son    of     Anson    R.    and    Mary 
A.     (Ailing)     Davis.     The    father,   who    followed   j 
farming  throughout  lii:^  life.  \vas  born  in  Seymour. 
this  county,  and  died  in  Oxford,  Mav  5,   1885.  at 
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the   age   oi   sixlv-.-,e\en    \ear; 


The    .nother,   how- 


ever, is  still  livii.g,  at  the  age  of  eighty-one  years. 
In  their  family  were  seven  children,  as  follows : 
Mary  E.,  wife  of  \V.  T.  Andrews,  of  Orange, 
Conn. :  Ellen  L.,  wife  of  \V.  F.  Osborne,  of  .\n- 
sonia ;  Laura  B.,  wife  of  John  ]\L  Hubbard,  of  \\"est 
Haven;  Emma  E. ;  Charles  A.;  Stella  L.,  wife  of 
I".  A.  Bailey,  of  Springfield,  Mass.;  and  Eveline  A. 

Charles  A.  Davis  was  reared  in  much  the  usual 
manner  of  farmer  boys  of  his  day,  and  early  ac- 
quired an  excellent  knowledge  of  all  the  duties 
which  fall  to  the  lot  of  the  agriculturist.  He  as- 
sisted in  the  operation  of  the  home  farm  until  his 
father's  death.  Mr.  Davis  now  owns  and  resides 
upon  a  place  of  j6o  acres,  known  as  the  old.  Mallett 
homestead,  which  he  purchased  in  the  spring  of 
1899,  and  is  quite  extensively  engaged  in  the  dairy 
business  and  general  farming. 

On  Oct.  20,  1886,  Mr.  Davis  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Mrs.  Mary  Lum,  widow  of  H.  A. 
Lum,  and  daughter  of  ^L  D.  Northrop.  To  them 
has.  been  born  one  child,  Ralph  E.  Politically  Mr. 
Davis  is  identified  with  the  Republican  party,  and 
religiously  he  is  a  member  of  the  Episcopal  Church. 
He  is  orre  of  the  most  enterprising  and  successful 
dairymen  and  farmers  of  Oxford,  and  as  a  citizen 
stands  deservedly  high  in  the  esteem  of  his  fellow 
men.  His  strict  integrity  and  honorable  dealing  in 
business  commend  him  to  the  confidence  of  all :  his 
pleasant  manner  wins  him  friends,  and  he  is  one  of 
the  popular  and  honored  citizens  of  his  community. 

CHARLES  O'CONNOR,  prominent  as  a  con- 
tractor and  builder  in  Waterbury,  Conn.,  was  born 
in  Ireland,  Dec.  25.  1848,  one  of  the  two  children  rf 
Timothy  and  Mary  (Lynch)  O'Connor,  the  other 
being  Johanna,  who  died  when  a  little  girl  in  the  old 
country.  The  mother  also  died  in  Ireland.  On 
coming  to  .\merica  the  father  married  for  his  sec- 
ond wife  Johanna  Kelleher,  to  which  union  were 
born  six  children,  viz.  Thomas,  who  is  a  laborer 
in  Manchester,  Conn. ;  Daniel,  a  fireman  on  a  rail- 
road in  Pittsburg,  Penn. ;  Michael,  assistant  pastor 
of  St.  Mar\'s  Church  in  New  Britain,  Conn. ;  Timo- 
thy, eniployed  in  a  mill  in  Manchester,  ConrK ; 
Mary  and  Ellen,  unmarried  and  residing  in  }vlan- 
chester.  Timothy,  the  father  of  this  family,  was 
educated  for  the  priestliood  in  Ireland,  but  did  not 
follow  the  profession  and  came  to  -America  and 
here  passed  the  remainder  of  his  days. 

Charles  O'Connor  was  but  a  child  when  brought 
to  -America.  His  father  located  in  Providence.  R. 
I.,  and  there  our  subject  attended  school  until 
twelve  years  of  age.  He  then  worked  on  a  farrn 
for  one  dollar  per.  month  and  board  and  night 
schooling  for  about  three  years,  then  returned  t.> 
Providence,  where  he  began  to  learn  the  carpenter's 
trade  under  George  Brown.  He  worked  for  three 
years  for  $90.  or  $30  per  year,  and  had  a  hard 
time  of  it.  -\fter  finishing  his  apprenticeship  he 
worked  as  a  journeyman  for  two  years  in  Provi- 
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dence,  and  then  went  to  Boston,  worked  one  year 
then  for  nine  months  aj^ain  in  Providence,  then  one 
vear  in  Fall  River,  }ilais.,  again  two  years  in 
Providence,  and  next  for  six  months  in  Savannah, 
Ga.,  in  which  city  he  shipped  for  six  months  as 
car[>enter  on  board  the  side  wheel  steamer  "General 
Barnes,"  running  South.  He  then  returned  to  the 
North,  and  for  two  and  a  half  years  worked  for 
Cheney  Bros.,  in  Hartford. 

In  1875  Mr.  O'Connor  began  business  for  him- 
self at  contracting  and  building  in  Manchester, 
Conn.,  where  he  remained  about  four  and  a  half 
years,  and  then  went  to  Denver  and  other  places  in 
Colorado,  following  his  trade  about  fourteen 
months.  Upon  his  return  to  Connecticut  he  settled 
in  Waterbury,  and  has  since  been  one  of  the  most 
extensive  and  successful  contractors  and  builders  of 
the  city.  Among  some  of  the  more  conspicuous 
buildings  erected  by  him  are  the  new  almshouse  at 

.a  cost  of  $i®o,ooo,  the  new  high  school,  $80,000,  | 
Notre  Dame  835,000,  St.  Marv's  school.  St.  Mary's 

<onvent,  St.  Patrick's  Hall,  St.  Patrick's  rectory,   ; 
.St.  Thomas'  Church,  and  many  imposing  stores  and   j 
elegant  dwellings.     During  all  this  time  i\Ir.  O'Con- 
ner  has  been  so  straightforward  and  upright  in  h-'s 
transactions  that  he  has  never  yet  been  sued,  nor  has 
he  had  occasion  to  sue  any  man. 

Mr.    O'Connor   wedded   Joanna   O'Reiley,   who 

'  was  born  in  Ireland,  but  reared  in  the  United 
States,  and  this  marriage  has  been  blessed  with  live 
children,  namely :  Minnie,  who  is  a  teacher  in  the 
Clay  street  school ;  Julia,  deceased ;  Alice,  who  is 
a  teacher  in  Washington  school;  Charles  S.,  attend- 
ing the  high  school ;  and  Margaret,  also  in  high 
school.  In  politics  Mr.  O'Connor  is  independent, 
as,  being  unusuallv  intelligent,  he  is  fuUy  capable  of 
judging  for  himself.  Fraternally  he  is  a  member  of 
the  Knights  of  Columbus  and  of  the  Independent 
Order  of  Foresters.  He  and  family  are  devout 
members  of  the  Church  of  the  Immaculate  Con- 
ception, to  the  support  of  which  they  are  among 
the  most  liberal  contributors. 

GEORGE  HENRY  FURAIAN,  superintend- 
ent of  the  straw  hat  factory  at  Milford,  was  born 
in  that  town  Dec.  14,  1847,  son  of  Henry  Furman 
and  grandson  of  William  Furman. 

The  family  is  of  English  origin,  and  cur  sub- 
ject's great-grandfather  was  one  of  three  brothers — 
■  George,  James  and  William — who  came  to  America 
at  an  early  day.  William  Furman,  our  subject's 
grandfather,  may  have  been  born  in  England.  Fie 
became  a  farmer  in  Morris.  Otsego  Co.,  N.  Y., 
where  he  died.  His  wife  Rhoda  (Thorp)  was  a 
native  of  North  Haven,  Conn.,  and  their  family 
comprised  nine  children:  Henry,  our  subject's 
father,  is  mentioned  below :  James,  a  painter  by 
trade,  died  in  ]Milford;  Charles,  formerly  a  fanner, 
is  now  a  resident  of  Millincjton.  Mich. ;  Chaurcey 
(deceased)  was  a  farmer  in  Micliigan;  Lucinda 
married  John  Soden ;  Loui;a  married  a  Mr.  Wan- 


zcr.  of  West  Laurens,  X.  Y. :  Mary  became  the  sec- 
ond wife,  of  John  Soden;  Emeline  married  Erie 
Tucker,  of  West  Laurens,  N.  Y. ;  and  Maria  mar- 
ried Harvey  Wing,  of  Morris,  New  York. 

Henry  Furman,  our  subject's  father,  was  born  in 
Morris,  N.  Y.,  Jan.  12,  1823,  and  removed  to  Mil- 
ford  when  twenty-three  years  old.  He  married 
Charlotte  Glenney,  of  Milford,  who  was  born  there 
June  14,  1822,  and  is  a  descendant  of  one  of  the 
oldest  pioneer  families  in  the  State,  her  ancestors 
coming  originally  from  England.  Her  grandfather, 
William  Glenney,  fought  in  the  war  of  the  Revolu- 
tion. The  homestead  of  her  grandfather,  Abraham 
Clark,  in  the  western  part  of  the  town,  now  known 
as  the  "Wilson  Home,"  though  over  two  hundr^'d 
years  old,  is  habitable  and  in  a  good  state  of 
preservation.  The  Glenneys  were  sea-faring  men 
for  generations.  William  Glenney,  her  grand- 
father, was  a  sea-captain  and  died  at  sea.  His 
sons  were  all  sea  captains,  some  of  them  in  the 
West  India  trade.  Captain  William  Glenney,  Mrs, 
Furman's  father,  married  Amy  Clark,  of  Milford, 
and  they  had  the  follow;ing  children:  William,  a 
I  shoemaker  in  ]\Iilford ;  Isaac  D.,  employed  in  the 
j  straw  hat  factory  in  ]Milford ;  Daniel  S.,  who  died 
!  in  New  Haven,  where  he  was  engaged  in  mer- 
cantile business  for  many  years ;  Maria,  wife  of 
Ralph  Augur,  of  Pittstieid,  ^Mass. ;  Charlotte,  our 
subject's  mother:  Sarah,  who  married  George 
Beard,  of  St.  Louis,  Mo.;  and  Susan,  who  married 
Henry  Tibballs,  of  ^vlilford.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Furman  were  bom  four  children ;  George  Henry, 
our  subject;  ]\Iary  F.,  wife  of  Samuel  N.  Oviatt, 
of  r^Iilford;  Susan  G.  (deceased),  who  married 
Frank  H.  Woodruff,  of  Milford ;  and  Sarah,  wife 
of  George  W.  Smith,  of  Milford.  The  father  died 
Jan.  I,  1885,  and  the  mother  is  still  living. 

George  H.  Furman  was  reared  in  his  native 
town,  acquiring  a  common-school  education,  and  at 
the  age  of  sixteen  entered  the  straw  hat  factory 
then  known  as  the  N.  A.  Baldwin  &  Co.'s  works. 
His  ability  soon  won  him  promotion,  and  for  many 
years  he  has  held  the  position  of  superintendent. 
On  Alay  21,  1868,  he  married  Elizabeth  Alitchell, 
and  two  children  have  blessed  the  union:  (i) 
Henry  M.,  born  March  5,  1872,  married  Oct.  26, 
1892,  Jessie  S.  Smith,  who  died  July  15,  1895.  In 
November,  1898,  he  married  Hannah  Woodburv,  of 
Round  Pond,  Me.  He  is  now  a  clerk  with  S.  N. 
Oviatt.  of  Milford.  (2)  Charlotte  E..  born  June 
24,  1879,  is  at  home.  The  family  are  much  es-  ' 
teemed  socially.  They  are  identified  with  the  Plv- 
mouth  Congregational  Church,  and  ^Ir.  Furman  is 
also  a  member  of  the  Order  of  United  Workmen, 
Golden  Hill  Lodge,  No.  35,  A.  O.  U.  W.,  of  Bridge- 
port, and  the  Royal  Arcanum,  Volunteer  Council, 
No.  819,  of  Milford.  In  politics  he  is  a  Democrat. 
]\Irs.  Elizabeth  Furman  was  born  Feb.  19,  1845, 
in  Glasglow,  Scotland,  daughter  of  Robert  and  El- 
leu  (  \'ance )  Mitchell,  both  natives  and  lifelong  resi- 
dents of  Scotland.     The  family  consisted  of  four 
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<iiiUIroi!,  of  whom  Mrs.  Furnmn  was  the  youngcjt; 
li'hn  died  in  Southbury.  ^[a^s. :  Robert  is  a  baker 
in  Dublin,  Ireland;  and  Mas^gie.  who  was  married 
in  Scotland,  died  there  in  1893. 

ALPIIOXSE  GEXDROX  was  born  March  28, 
1S46,  in  \'ergeres.  Canada.  .Vntoine  Gendron,  his 
father,  was  a  farmer  in  Canada  for  a  number  of 
rears,  and  married  Eliza  Savaria,  who  bore  him  a 
family  of  five  boys  and  five  girls,  of  whom  Alphonse 
is' the  only  one  now  living. 

Alphonse  Gendron  worked  on  the  Canadian 
farm  until  he  was  seventeen  years  of  age,  when  he 
came  to  Woonsocket.  R.  I.,  and  secured  a  position 
in  a  woolen  mill,  where  he  presently  became  fore- 
man, remaining  there  altogether  for  about  five  years. 
Quitting  his  place  in  Woonsocket  he  went  to  Xew 
Bedford,  Mass.,  and  for  the  sake  of  an  out-of-door 
life,  became  a  carpenter,  working  at  the  trade  for 
about  three  years.  For  about  a  year  and  a  half,  at 
X'ew  Britain,  Conn.,  he  was  in  the  employ  of  John 
Pinches.  At  Meriden  he  was  a  grocer  for  thir- 
teen years,  and  then,  selling  his  store,  he  resumed 
his  trade,  working  for  wages  two  years,  and  then 
doing  a  contracting  and  building  business  for  three 
years.  At  the  expiration  of  this  time.  Mr.  Gendron 
came  to  Wallingford,  where,  since  October,  1896, 
lie  has  been  extensively  engaged  in  contracting  and 
building,  and  is  well  known  as  a  man  of  industry 
and  integrity.  Among  his  construction  operations 
axe  several  fine  residences,  and  it  was  his  business 
push  and  enterprise  that  opened  up  Randolph 
Avenue,  and  Orchard  Street  south  of  Ward  Street, 
as  well  as  Kellev  Street. 

Mr.  Gendron  is  a  member  of  Holy  Trinity 
Church  in  Wallingford.  Independent  in  politics, 
he  seeks  to  bring  the  best  men  and  the  most  de- 
sirable measures  together.  Doing  his  own  think- 
ing, and  well  informed  as  to  the  political  issues  of 
the  day,  he  decides  for  himself  as  reason  and  good 
sense  may  seem  to  dictate. 

On  July  29,  1872,  Mr.  Gendron  was  married 
to  Miss  Louisa  Pager,  of  Canada,  and  to  them 
were  born  the  following  children :  Alicia  Marie, 
born  June  15,  1880.  in  Xew  Britain;  Alveric,  borji 
Sept.  4,  1886,  in  Meriden;  Cora,  born  Jan.  i,  1889, 
in  Meriden;  and  .Umalda.  born  July  8,  1891,  in 
Meriden.  Seven  other  children  died  when  young. 
Mr.  Gendron  built  a  fine  home  for  his  family  on 
South  Orchard  Street  in  1898. 

CHARLES  BROOKSBY  SAXDERSOX,  pro- 
prietor of  the  up-to-date  meat  and  provision  store 
at  the  corner  of  X'orth  Main  and  Grove  Streets, 
Waterburv,  Was  born  in  Ephratah,  Fulton  county, 
X.  Y.,  April  26,  1855. 

John  Sanderson,  grandfather  of  Charles  B., 
was  an  Episcopal  clergyman  in  England.  By  his 
marriage  he  became  tlie  father  of  nine  children,  all 
"I  whom  were  conspicuous  in  various  professions. 

George    A.    Sanderson,    the    lather    of    subject, 


was  born  at  Darfield,  England,  Oct.  9,  1809,  and  was 
the  only  member  of  his  family  to  come  to  America. 
He  had  a  good  college  education  and  was  possessed 
of  considerable  cash.  He  first  located  in  Albany, 
X.  Y.,  where  he  conducted  a  hotel  five  years,  and 
then  removed  to  Ephratah,  where  he  operated  a  tan- 
nery twenty  years.  He  married  Margaret  Brooks- 
by,  who  was  born  in  Scotland,  Xov.  5,  1S25,  and  was 
about  ten  years  of  age  when  brought  to  America 
by  her  parents.  Her  father,  James  Brooksby,  was 
a  nurseryman,  and  was  associated  with  a  Mr.  Wil- 
son, who  introduced  the  famous  Wilson  strawberry 
to  the  epicurean  world.  Of  the  nine  children  born 
to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sanderson,  eight  reached,  or  nearly 
reached,  maturity,  as  follows :  Jane  married  to  D. 
W.  Duesler,  of  Ephratah ;  William  died  when  six- 
teen years  old ;  Aymour  R.  is  a  merchant  in  Provi- 
dence, R.  I. ;  Charles  B.  is  the  subject  of  this 
sketch ;  Wilson  A.  is  a  contractor  in  Ephratah ; 
Luella  M.  married  to  Peter  I.  Saltsman.  of  Water- 
bury,  Conn. ;  Carrie  W.  is  the  wife  of  Charles  L. 
Rogers,  also  of  Waterbury ;  and  Henry  B.  is  the 
proprietor  of  the  \'alley  \'iew  Meat  Market,  Water- 
bury. 

Charles  B.  Sanderson  attended  school  in  Ephra- 
tah until  fifteen  years  of  age,  and  then  pajsed  three 
years  with  hi?  grandmother  in  Hudson,  X,  Y. ;  he 
then  returned  to  Ephratah,  and  remained  until 
twenty-one  years  old.  when  he  went  thence  to 
Woonsocket,  R.  I.,  and  clerked  in  a  gents'  furnish- 
ing store.  In  1876  he  came  to  Waterbury,  Conn., 
but  in  1878  returned  to  Woonsocket,  where  in  con- 
nection with  his  brother,  A.  R.,  he  bought  the  store 
in  which  he  had  formerly  clerked.  Returning  to 
Waterbury,  Mr.  Sanderson  opened  his  present  meat 
and  provision  store  in  1881,  and  he  is  enjoying  a 
most  lucrative  trade  in  his  line  of  business. 

On  Sept.  29,  1882,  Mr.  Sanderson  was  married 
to  Miss  Xettie  L.  Bronson,  a  daughter  of  O.  H. 
Bronson,  of  Waterbury,  and  this  marriage  was 
graced  with  two  children,  Harry  B.  and  Xettie  B. 
^Ir.  Sanderson  was  bereft  of  his  wife  July  27,  1885. 
On  Xov.  23,  1893,  he  married  Miss  Rachel  Bush 
Wright,  daughter  of  George  A.  and  Xancy  (Bush) 
Wright,  the  former  a  native  of  Winsted,  Conn., 
where  his  ancestors  have  lived  for  several  genera- 
tions (the  family  is  of  English  origin,  and  early 
settled  in  Connecticut).  Mrs.  Xancy  (Bush) 
Wright  traces  her  ancestry  through  her  mother, 
Cornelia  (Depewj  Bush  (who  was  born  in  Falls- 
burg.  Sullivan  Co.,  X.  Y.)  in  a  direct  line  to  Gen. 
Hardenburg,  who  was  the  owner  of  thousands  of 
acres  of  land,  known  as  the  Hardenbur.g  Patent, 
in  Sullivan  county,  X.  Y.  This  land  was  granted 
him  by  Queen  Anne  for  distinguished  service  in 
her  armv.  Gen.  Hardenburg  took  possession  of 
this  land  in  the  early  part  of  the  eighteenth  cen- 
tury, and  his  descendants  still  live  there. 

Mr.  Sanderson  is  thoroughly  Republican  in  his 
political  senii'iients,  but  takes  nn  part  in  party  af- 
fairs, and  although  he  keeps  his  dues  paid  up  as 
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a  inenibi-T  of  the  I.  O.  O.  F.,  the  Reil  !\[en.  the 
Good  Fellows,  the  Heptasophs  and  other  fraterni- 
ties, he  does  not  attend  their  meetings.  In  business 
he  is  a  "'hustler,'"  and  his  interest  in  this,  coupled 
with  his  devotion  to  his  family,  constitutes  the 
chief  joy  of  his  life. 

ROBERT  McCOR-MACK,  proprietor  of  a  coal 
and  wood  yard,  Waterbury,  is  a  native  of  Ireland, 
born  March  15,  1840,  in  County  Longford. 

James  McCorniack,  father  of  our  subject,  was  a 
farmer  in  Ireland,  where  he  passed  his  entire  life, 
dying  in  1835  ;  his  wife  Ann  (Cook)  also  died  there, 
in  1892.  They  had  a  familv  of  nine  children :  John 
is  a  farmer  in  the  town  of  Wolcott,  Xew  Haven 
countv ;  William,  deceased,  was  a  farmer  in  Ire- 
land ;  Bessie  is  tlie  widow  of  Thomas  Elliot,  a  farm- 
er in  Ireland:  James,  deceased,  was  a  farmer  in 
Ireland ;  Ann  is  the  widow  of  John  Hall,  who  was 
a  fanner  in  Ireland  ;  Robert  is  the  subject  of  this 
sketch;  Jane  is  the  deceased  wife  of  John  Gibson, 
a  minister  in  Minnesota:  Samuel  is  living  retired 
•in  Waterbury ;  Mary  married  William  Scott,  and 
they  make  their  home  in  Ireland. 

Robert  McCormack  received  his  education  in 
Ireland,  at  the  same  time  assisting  his  parents  on 
the  farm.  At  the  age  of  eighteen  years  he  emi- 
grated from  his  native  Erin  to  the  United  States, 
landing  at  Xew  York,  in  which  city  he  made  his 
home  some  eight  years,  working  in  sliipyards  two 
years,  afterward  for  the  American  Tract  Society 
some  six  years,  and  then  came  to  Waterbury, 
where  he  has  ever  since  resided.  Here  he  first, 
for  a  short  time,  worked  for  the  Scovill  Mfg.  Co., 
iaitr  for  Holmes,  Booth  &  Haydens,  after  which  he 
returned  to  the  Scovill  Mfg.  Co.,  for  four  years, 
where  he  worked  at  Japanning,  and  then  engaged 
in  the  Japan  business  on  North  Main  Street,  in 
which  he  remained  until  1898,  in  that  year  em- 
barking in  his  present  coal  and  wood  business. 

On  October  6,  188 1,  Mr.  ]vIcCormack  was  mar- 
ried to  Fannie  Bridgeman,  who  was  born  in 
Cheshire,  New  Haven  county,  a  daughter  of  Sam- 
uel Butler,  an  old  settler  in  Connecticut.  Three 
children  have  graced  this  union :  Fannie,  Grace 
and  Samuel.  ^Ir.  and  Mrs.  ZvIcCormack  are  mem- 
bers of  the  M.  E.  Church  ;  in  politics  he  is  a  Re- 
publican. 

ELMER  F.  CUL\'ER.  It  is  now  more  than  a 
hundred  years  since  the  family  to  which  this  well- 
known  citizen  belongs  became  identified  with  New 
Haven  county,  and  its  various  members  have  won 
for  the  name  an  enviable  distinction  by  their  in- 
telligence and  w-orth.  This  high  reputation  is  in 
no  wavs  diminished  in  this  generation,  and  our 
subject,  who  is  counted  among  the  leading  agri- 
culturists of  East  Haven,  displays  in  a  marked  de- 
gree the  admirable  characteristics  wliich  tlie  nam.e 
suggests. 

Mr.  Culver  was  born  on  the  farm  w  here  he  now 


resides,  Jan.  u.  18'ir.  and  is  a  descendant  of  JdslnKi 
Culver,  one  of  the  first  planters  of  Wallingford. 
His  son,  Samuel  Culver,  the  grandfather  of  our 
subject,  was  a  native  of  that  town.  The  father. 
Isaac  Culver,  was  born  in  North  Haven,  Jan.  2_v 
1820,  and  continued  his  residence  there  until  1854. 
when  he  moved  to  the  farm  in  New  Haven  where 
our  subject  now  resides.  Here  he  was  engaged  in 
the  manufacture  of  bricks  until  1866,  and  then  fol- 
lowed farming  and  fruit  growing,  meeting  with 
excelle;it  success  in  all  his  undertakings.  He  was 
■An  active  member  of  the  Congregational  Church, 
and  a  very  strong  Democrat  in  politics.  He  died 
]\Iarch  26,  1889,  honored  and  respected  by  all  wln- 
knew  him.  On  Oct.  28,  1853,  he  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Miss  Sarah  A.  Forbes,  who  was 
born  in  East  Haven,  in  1828,  and  they  had  two 
children:  Elmer  F..  our  subject.;  and  one  who  died 
in  infancy. 

Elmer  F.  Culver  acquired  a  good  practical  ed- 
ucation in  the  Woolsey  Graded  School  and  Hill- 
house  High  School  of  New  Haven,  and  graduated 
from  Yale  Business  College  in  1879,  and  also  grad- 
uated from  Coggswell  School  of  Phonography  in 
1882.  He  obtained  a  thorough  knowledge  of  every 
department  of  farm  work,  and  has  never  left  the 
parental  roof.  Since  reaching  manhood  he  has  suc- 
cessfully engaged  in  the  dairy,  fruit  growing  and 
nursery  business  on  the  old  homestead.  For  the  last 
two  years  Mr.  Culver  has  been  erecting  houses  on 
the  old  farm,  and  has  sold  one  hou^e  and  two  build- 
ing lots  therefrom.  With  the  trolley  cars,  city  water 
and  gas  mains  passing  the  place,  this  land  has  rap- 
idly risen  in  value.  At  one  time  Mr.  Culver  was 
connected  with  the  firm  known  as  the  Demme,  Cul- 
ver &  Co.,  manufacturers  of  saddlery  hardware, 
but  eleven  years  ago  they  sold  out  to  the  Suffolk 
Co.,  of  Boston,  Mass.  Socially  he  is  a  member  of 
the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows.  On  Feb. 
6.  1887,  'Sir.  Culver  was  united  in  marriage  with 
;\Iiss  Alice  J.  Clark,  a  daughter  of  Capt.  John 
Clark,  of  Milford,  Conn.,  and  to  them  have  been 
born  five  children,  namely :  Harold  ;  Albert  F. ;  Roy 
J.,  deceased ;  Olive  J. ;  and  Paul  Elmer.         ,. 

GEORGE  A.  EOUGHTON,  retired  factory  su-- 
perintendent,  and  also  a  retired  musician  of  the  vol- 
unteer and  regular  military  service  during  the  Civil 
war,  was  born  Nov.  7,  1835,  in  Waterbury,  New 
Haven  county,  and  is  still  a  resident  of  the  town. 

Jonas  Boughton.  his  grandfather,  came  from 
Norwalk.  When  a  young  man  he  was  bound  out 
to  a  blacksmith,  and  learned  the  trade,  which  he 
followed  for  a  time,  later  in  life  changing  his  voca- 
tion to  that  of  a  farmer.  He  married  Lydia  Hine. 
from  the  town  of  Orange,  New  Haven  county,  and 
the  young  couple  at  once  settled  on  a  farm  where 
Derby  now  stands,  but  later  removed  to  one  in  the 
western  part  of  the  town  of  Waterbury.  To  their 
marriage  were  born  nine  children,  two  of  whom 
died  young,  the  survivors  being  Charles,  who  was 
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a  farmer  in  .MidcUeburv:  Jonas,  who  went  to  Oliio 
and  there  died :  Isaac,  of  whom  furtlier  mention 
will  be  made ;  George,  who  was  also  a  farmer  in 
<3hio;  John,  who  followed  blacksmithing-  in  Wood- 
bury, Conn. ;  Lydia.  who  married  Lewis  Smith,  of 
Milford:  and  Louisa,  who  wedded  William  Orton, 
of  W'allingford.  and  later  moved  \\'est. 

Isaac  Boughton  was  torn  in  \\'aterbury  in  1808, 
and  died  in  1891.  He  was  reared  to  famiino-  but  for 
years  was  employed  in  the  Benedict  &  Burham  but- 
ton factory,  and  also  for  others  ;  however,  the  failure 
of  his  health  induced  him  to  resume  farming  to 
some  extent.  He  married  Caroline  L'pson.  a  daugh- 
ter of  Obed  and  Sibyl  (Howe)  L^pson,  of  Water- 
buri,-.  and  this  union  was  blessed  with  five  children, 
•of  whom'  George  A.,  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  is 
the  eldest;  Susan  A.  is  the  widow  of  Roberr  Pryor. 
Henry  I.  is  foreman  on  the  road  at  Waterhury, 
T.mder  tlie  selectmen ;  Isabelle  is  the  wife  of  H.  S. 
Peck,  of  Waterbury:  Caroline  E.  is  unmarried. 

George  A.  Boughton  was  educated  in  the  local 
schools  of  Waterbury.  after  which  he  worked  in 
various  factories  with  his  father,  commanding  good 
wages  when  seventeen  years  of  age.  He  continued 
thus  until  the  breaking  out  of  the  Civil  war.  when 
lie  enlisted,  in  the  ist  Conn.  \'.  I.,  and  went  to  the 
front,  taking  part  in  the  battle  of  Bull  Run.  He 
was  next  detailed  as  musician,  and  at  the  expiration 
of  his  first  short  term  of  service  enlisted  as  musi- 
cian in  the  14th  L'nited  States  Regular  Infantry, 
was  appointed  sergeant  of  the  band,  and  as  such 
served  all  through  the  war.  and  also  after  its  termi- 
nation, for  about  two  and  a  half  years  on  the  Pa- 
cific coast.  Returning  home,  he  served  as  chief  of 
police  for  six  months,  and  next  became  superintend- 
ent for  Barnard.  Son  &  Co.,  a  position  his  executive 
ability  retained  for  him  twelve  years,  since  when  he 
has  been  living  in  retirement,  looking  after  his  real 
estate. 

In  politics  Mr.  Boughton  is  a  Republican,  and  is 
now  serving  his  sixth  term  as  selectman,  and  he  has 
T)een-a  member  of  the  board  of  public  works.  He 
is  a  member  of  Wadhams  Post,  G.  A.  R.,  and  the 
Knights  of  Pythias.  Religiously  he  was  reared  a 
Congregationalist.  Socially,  as  a  genial,  charitable 
gentleman,  he  is  held  in  the  highest  esteem  wherever 
known.     Pie  is  unmarried. 

WILLIAM  B.  HALL  was  born  May  13.  1854. 
in   the  same  house   in   which  he   is  now  living,  in   | 
^^'allingford,   son  of   Horace   Hall,   who  was  born 
May  25.   1804.  in  Wallingford.  and  was  a  jeweler 
"by  trade. 

For  a  number  of  years  Horace  Hall  conducted 
a  store  in  that  city,  and  the  latter  part  of  his  life 
was  spent  in  farming.  A  Democrat,  he  never  took 
a  particularly  active  interest  in  politics,  though  he 
served  as  tax  collector  a  number  of  years.  He  was 
an  Episcopalian  in  roligiiai.  A  zealous  Freen'.ason. 
and  an  energetic  man.  lie  was  one  ui  those  who 
"vvere  instrumental  in  reviving  the  Masonic  fratern- 


ity in  Wallingford  after  it  had  been  abandoned  a 
number  of  .years.  On  Sept.  29,  1825.  he  married 
Miss  Euretta  Johnson,  and  on  July  2,  1848.  he  mar- 
ried for  his  second  wife  Miss  Ann  L.  Buell.  A 
daughter  of  Luther  Buell,  she  was  born  July  31, 
1816,  and  died  Jan.  20,  1898.  Horace  Hall  died  June 
18,  1877.  To  the  first  unioii  were  born  the  follow- 
ing children:  Horatio  G.  died  March  14,  1874, 
having  been  shot  by  an  insane  man.  Emily  J.  mar- 
ried Henry  M.  Jones,  of  Meriden.  Lana  O.  mar- 
ried O.  B.  Warner,  of  ^Nleriden.  ]Mary  V.  married 
George  H.  Xewton,  and  died  Aug.  17.  1877.  Ab- 
bey E.  married  W.  W.  Pinks,  of  New  Britain.  Two 
children  died  in  infancy.  To  the  second  marriage 
was  born  one  child.  William  B.,  whose  career  forms 
the  subject  of  this  writing. 

Horatio  Gates  Hall,  the  grandfather  of  William 
B.,  was  born  Jan.  17,  1778.  in  Wallingford.  and  was 
married  to  Miss  Pollv  Bvington.  of  Branford.  in 
1798.  Mrs.  Hall  died  April  '^12,  1852,  Mr.  Hall  on 
Oct.  30,  1819.  Their  children  were :  Augustus, 
Lyman,  Horace,  Mary,  Josiah  H.  and  Abigail. 

Caleb  Hall,  father  of  Horatio  G.,  was  born  Aug. 
29,  1731,  and  died  Sept.  21.  1783.  He  married 
Prudence  Holt,  and  was  the  father  of  the  following 
children:  Caleb,  Jr.,  Augustus,  Abigail,  Eunice, 
Benjamin  H..  Damaris,  Horatio  G.  and  George; 

Caleb  Hall.  Sr.,  the  father  of  Caleb  Hall.  Jr., 
was  born  Sept.  14,  1697,  and  died  July  27.  1749. 
He  married  Damaris  Atwater,  and  their  children 
were:  Damaris.  Stephen,  Timothy,  Ruth,  Caleb, 
Jeremiah  and  Lydia. 

John  Hall,  father  of  Caleb.  Sr..  was  born  Dec. 
23,  1670,  and  died  .April  29,  1730.  He  married 
Mary  Lyman,  and  their  children  were:  John.  Sam- 
uel, Caleb,  Eunice,  Xancy,  Benjamin,  Sarah, 
Eliakim  and  Elihu. 

Samuel  Hall,  father  of  John,  was  born  May 
21,  1648.  and  died  March  5,  1725.  He  married 
Hannah  Walker,  and  was  the  father  of  the  follow- 
ing children:  John,  Hannah,  Sarah.  Samuel, 
Theophilus  and  Elizabeth.  John  Hall,  his  father, 
was  the  emigrant  ancestor  of  the  family. 

William  B.  Hall  was  born  in  Wallingford.  and 
grew  up  in  his  native  village,  securing  his  education 
from  the  public  schools,  and  at  the  Yale  Business 
College,  Xew  Haven.  Leaving  school  at  the  age  of 
seventeen,  he  clerked  for  Philip  J.  Talcott,  in  his 
dry-goods  store,  for  a  year  or  more,  and  was  then 
a  clerk  in  the  postofifice  for  several  years.  As 
assistant  postmaster,  under  L.  M.  Hubbard,  he  had 
an  extensive  experience  in  the  administration  of  pos- 
tal affairs,  which  was  put  to  good  account  when  he 
was  appointed  postmaster  under  the  first  administra- 
tion of  Grover  Cleveland.  Mr.  Hall  was  postmaster 
five  vears.  and  then  went  to  Xorthampton.  Mass., 
where  he  was  engaged  for  a  time  as  a  representa- 
tive of  the  Ouinnipiac  Fertilizer  Co.  Coming  back 
to  Wallingford.  he  secured  a  position  with  the  R. 
Wallace  &  Sor:S  Manufacturing  Co..  where  he  was 
bookkeeper  for  five  years,  in   1895  becoming  their 
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purchasiiij^  ac;ciU,  wliirli  iHsr.ion  he  is  hukling  at 
the  present  time. 

William  B.  Hall  is  a  Democrat,  and  has  served 
on  the  Democratic  town  committee  for  several 
years,  and  was  chairman  for  one  year.  He  has 
served  as  borough  and  town  treasurer  some  three 
years.  A  member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity,  he 
has  taken  much  interest  in  the  workings  of  that 
society,  and  has  been  master  of  Compass  Lodge, 
No.  9,  at  Wallingford,  for  five  years,  holding  that 
office  at  present ;  he  is  also  one  of  the  trustees  of 
the  lodge.  As  a  member  of  the  board  cf  managers 
of  the  Masonic  home  since  its  establishment,  in 
1894,  he  has  rendered  that  institution  vast  service. 
In  religioU  he  is  associated  with  St.  Paul's  Episcopal 
Church. 

Mr.  Hall  was  married,  Sept.  i",  1878,  to  Miss 
Arabella  Bates,  who  was  born  in  New  Haven,  a 
daughter  of  William  Bates.  On  July  29,  1896, 
Mr.  Hall  married  for  his  second  wife  Miss  Ella 
M.  Lacore,  of  Northampton,  Mass..  daughter  of 
Solomon  Lacore.  To  the  first  marriage  came  three 
children:  Annie  Bates,  born  June  25.  1879;  Clara 
.Elizabeth,  born  Sept.  27,  1882;  and  Horace  W., 
born  April  29,  1885.  Mina  Ella,  born  July  8,  1897, 
is  the  only  child  of  the  second  marriage. 

WILLIAM  L.  WARD,  prominent  in  the  busi- 
ness circles  of  Seymour,  was  born  in  the  town  of 
Naugatuck,  Xew  Haven  county,  (Dct.  31,  1858,  and 
comes  of  good  old  English  ancestry. 

The  Arms  of  the  \\'ards,  Gorleston,  County  of 
Suffolk,  England,  granted. in  1593,  were:  Az., 
a  cross  between  four  eagles,  displayed  Ar.  Crest : 
On  a  mount  vert  a  hind  couchant,  Ar.  Andrew 
Ward,  fifth  son  of  Richard  Ward,  of  Gorleston. 
County  of  Suffolk,  England,  came  to  America  about 
1632.  He  was  appointed  by  the  General  Court  of 
Massachusetts,  with  Roger  Ludlow  and  six  others, 
to  govern  the  Colony  of  Connecticut  for  one  year. 
He  was  one  of  the  first  judges  in  the  first  legisla- 
tive body  in  Connecticut,  which  met  at  Hartford 
April  26,  1636.  soon  after  removing  to  Xew  Haven. 
and  for  several  years  was  a  member  of  the  General 
Court.  He  afterward  settled  in  Fairfield,  and  was 
one  of  the  most  influential  men  of  that  place.  He 
died  in  1663,  Esther  Ward,  his  widow,  in  1665. 
Their  children  were:  Edmund  lived  in  West- 
chester, N.  Y. ;  William  (Dr.).  born  1645.  was 
killed  in  the  Xarragansett  war ;  ^lary  married  John 
Burr,  of  Fairfield:  Andrew,  born  in  1647.  died  in 
KilHngworth  in  1691  ;  Samuel,  born  in  1649.  died 
before  1693;  Abigail;  Anna  married  Caleb  Xichols ; 
John;  Sarah  married  Xathaniel  Burr. 

Andrew  Ward  (2),  son  of  Andrew  and  Esther 
Ward,  settled  in  Killingworth  in  1668.  He  mar- 
ried Trial  Meigs,  daughter  of  John  Meigs,  of  Guil- 
ford, and  their  children  were:  i^ndrew  (3).  born 
in  1669  (died  in  August.  1756)  ;  John.  March  16, 
167 1  ;  Abigail.  Sept.  15.  11172;  Sarah.  Xov.  15. 
1674;  Peter,  Oct.  14,  uqh;  William,  Oct.  18,  1678 


I  died  Dec.  14.  \j(*)\  :  Sriuuiel  Sc])t.'24.  1680  (died 
in  1681);  Esther,  -May  2.  1(384  (died  the  next 
month)  ;  and  Mary  Ann  (the  youngest  in  the  fam- 
ily), who  was  an  ancestor  of  Henry  Ward  Beecher. 

William  Ward,  son  of  Andrew  (2)  and  Trial 
Ward,  married  Lettis,  daughter  of  John  Beach,  of 
Wallingford.  and  resided  in  Wallingford.  Their 
children  were:  Mecock,  born  July  17,  1702;  Will- 
iam. Jan.  7,  1705:  Mary  (date  unknown);  Amy, 
1707  ;  Ambrose,  ^Lirch  6,  1709;  Lettis,  July  7.  171 1 ; 
John,  1714;  Royal.  June  20,  1716;  Archibald,  July 
5,  1718;  Zenas,  Sept.  17,  1720  (settled  in  Wood- 
bury) ;  Titus,  April  2/,  1723. 

John  Ward,  son  of  William  and  Lettis  Ward, 
married  Elizabeth  Abernathy  May  11.  1736.  He 
was  a  druggist,  and  lived  in  Wallingford.  Their 
children  were:  Thilus,  born  April  24,  1737,  en- 
listed Xov.  14,  1781,  in  Capt.  Vial's  Company  of 
Guards,  stationed  at  Guilford  for  the  defense  of  the 
sea  coast;  Abel,  born  July  i,  1740,  lived  in  Wood- 
bridge,  and  died  Xov.  20.  1759;  Titus  was  born 
March  18,  1742;  ^vlartha  was  born  July  17.  174''); 
John,  born  !May  24,  1748.  died  in  infancy;  and 
John   (2)   was  born  Xov.  19,  1751. 

Titus  Ward,  son  of  John  and  Elizabeth  Ward, 
married  Amy  Smith  Jan.  7,  1763.  He  died  near 
New  York  City,  and  his  property  was  on  a  Vessel 
which  was  captured  by  the  British  in  the  Revolu- 
tionary war.  His  children  were:  Silva,  born  Aug. 
8,  1764,  married  Isaac  Plumb,  of  Milford ;  Abel 
was  born  ^lay  24,  1766;  Titus,  born  March  30, 
1768,  married  Sarah  Smith,  of  Milford:  Betsey, 
born  March  22,  1770,  married  Samuel  Beach,  of 
^lilford;  Nancy  was  born  June  10,  1773;  John, 
born  May  13,  1774.  died  young;  Sarah,  born  Ma\- 
26,  1776,  married  Elijah  Prindle ;  William,  born 
Jan.  5,  1780,  died  young;  and  Statica,  born  July 
16,  1782.  married  Billions  Wright. 

Abel  Ward,  son  of  Titus  and  Amy  Ward,  mar- 
ried Rachel  Hotchkiss,  of  Woodbridge,  in  what  is 
now  Bethany.  She  died  in  1787,  and  for  his  seconcf 
wife  he  married  Anna  Wheeler.  He  had  two  chil- 
dren:  Richard,  born  Sept.  21,  1787,  died  in  Nau- 
gatuck, March  2,  185 1  ;  Rachel,  born  Jan.  23.  1792. 
married  Jervis  Sommers,  and  two  of  their  children. 
Jervis  and  ]Mary,  are  now  living  in  Southford. 

Richard  Ward,  son  of  Abel  and  Rachel  Ward, 
married  Dec.  15,  181 1,  Roxanna,  daughter  of  Cul- 
pepper Hoadly  (a  soldier  of  the  Revolution)  and 
his  wife  Molly  Lewis,  of  Salem  Bridge  (now  Nau- 
gatuck). Mrs.  Ward  died  Feb.  6,  1865.  Their 
children  were:  Lewis,  born  Sept.  27,  1812: 
Lavvren,  born  Dec.  27,  1814:  Maria,  born  Feb.  11. 
1819,  who  married  Ralph  Smith,  of  Bridgeport: 
Mary,  bom  Feb.  17,  1823,  who  married  Ganan  Pot- 
ter, and  died  Aug.  2,  1842:  and  William,  borr> 
March  7,  1825,  who  married  Elizabeth  A.  Hine,  and 
resided  in  Naugatuck. 

Lewis  Ward,  son  of  Richard  and  Roxanna 
Ward,  was  married  April  9.  1835,  to  Mary  Ann 
Curtis,   of   Huntington,    who    was    born   April    15, 
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i8iJ.  and  died  Dec.  u.  1895.  ag<-'*l  ci.!^ht\ -three 
vears  and  seven  months.  Their  son,  James  B.,  was 
born  Oct.  8,  1836,  in  Naugatuck,  and  was  the 
father  of  the  subject  proper  of  this  sketch. 

Tames  B.  Ward  was  a  carpenter  by  trade.  He 
married  Jane  E.  Hotchkiss,  a  daughter  of  Eber  and 
Tiuirza  Hotchkiss,  of  Bethany,  and  had  two  chil- 
dren, both  sons :  W'ilHam  L.,  our  subject ;  and 
Elmer  J.,  born  Feb.  21,  1863,  who  is  with  the  G. 
I.  R.  Glove  Co.,  at  Xaugatuck.  The  father  of  these 
died  in  December,  1862,  when  a  young  man.  He 
was  a  Republican  in  politics.  He  attended  the 
Congregational  Church. 

William  L.  Ward,  whose  name  introduces  this 
sketch,  received  his  education  at  t-he  winter  schools 
of  Xaugatuck,  and  early  in  life  commenced  earn- 
ing a  livelihood,  as  he  was  but  four  years  old  when 
his  father  died.  His  first  employment  was  with 
the  G.  I.  R.  Glove  Co.,  with  which  he  remained 
twelve  years ;  then-  for  nine  years  he  was  Iti  the 
employ  of  F.  W.  Tolles,  furniture  dealer  and  un- 
dertaker, also  in  Xaugatuck.  On  Aug.  i,  i8y8,  he 
removed  to  Seymour  and  bought  out  E.  F.  Bassett, 
who  had  been  in  the  furniture  and  undertaking  busi- 
ness there  some  forty-two  years.  JMr.  Ward  was 
the  prime  mover  in  the  establishment  of  the  \'alley 
Xational  Bank,  of  Seymour,  which  was  organized 
June  14,  1900,  and  of- which  he  has  since  been 
president.  Our  subject  is  now  serving  as  treasurer 
of  the  town  of  Seymour. 

On  July  10,  1898,  William  L.  Ward  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Lulu  L.  Tolles,  daughter  of  Isaac 
B.  and  Maria  W.  Tolles.  the  former  of  whom  was 
born  in  Bethany,  the  latter  in  Middlebury,  Conn. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ward  attend  the  services  of  the  Con- 
gregational Church.  Socially  he  is  a  member  of  the 
F.  &  A.  M.,  belonging  to  Morning  Star  Lodge,  Xo. 
47,  Allerton  Chapter,  of  Xaugatuck,  and  the  Xew 
Haven  Commandery.  He  is  also  affiliated  with  the 
I.  O.  O.  F.,  Mechanics  Lodge,  Seymour.  Mr. 
Ward's  political  support  is  given  to  the  Republican 
party. 

JOHX  J.  McL.\RXEY.  Among  the  self-made 
business  men  whose  intelligence  and  enterprise  have 
helped  to  develop  the  thriving  little  city  of  An- 
sonia,  the  subject  of  this  sketch  holds  a  prominent 
place,  and  the  following  brief  account  of  his  career 
will  be  of  interest.  He  was  born  in  that  city.  May 
17,  1851,  and  is  descended  in  both  paternal  and 
maternal  lines  from  the  Irish  race  which  has 
furnished  so  many  valued  citizens  to  America. 

John  McLarney,  his  grandfather,  passed  his  life 
in  Ireland  as  a  farmer,  dying  at  the  age  of  eighty- 
seven  years,  and  his  wife.  Catherine  Cook,  also  a 
native  of  Ireland,  attained  the  age  of  ninety-six 
years.  In  religion  they  were  devout  Catholics,  and 
their  descendants  adhere  to  the  same  faith.  They 
had  a  large  family  of  children,  of  whom  1)Ut  few 
are  now  living. 

Patrick    McLarney,    our    subject's    father,    was 


burn  anl  rearc(l  in  .\cklcinore  Parish,  (/mihU)- 
Cavan,  Ireland,  and  learned  the  shoemaker's  trade 
in  his  youth.  ( )n  coming  to  America  he  entereil 
the  employ  of  Mr.  McWilliams,  a  railroad  con- 
tractor for  whom  he  made  shoes  and  harness,  and 
in  1848  he  went  to  Ansonia  to  work  for  Harvey 
Reamer,  for  wliom  he  made  the  first  pair  of 
"pegged"  boots  ever  finished  in  the  town.  Later 
he  was  employed  by  Wallace  &  Sons,  and  the  A.  B. 
C.  Co.,  but  for  a  few  years  before  his  death,  which 
occurred  at  the  age  of  seventy-six,  he  lived  in  re- 
tirement. His  wife,  ^lary  ^Iclntyre,  also  lived  to 
the  age  of  seventy-six,  was  a  native  of  Scotland, 
and  one  of  the  two  daughters  of  Thomas  Mclntyre, 
a  farmer,  who  died  aged  seventy-six.  Her  mother, 
whose  maiden  name  was  Alice  Gillis,  died  agefl 
seventy-cne.  Our  subject  was  one  of  a  family  of 
seven  children  and  is  the  oldest  of  the  three  now 
living;  Hugh  resides  in  Xew  Haven,  and  James 
in  Ansonia. 

The  early  years  of  John  J.  McLarney  were  spent 
within  sight  of  Ansonia,  and  his  education  was  se- 
cured in  the  public  schools  of  that  city.  Together 
with  his  brothers  he  learned  the  trade  of  clock- 
maker,  which  he  followed  for  a  number  of  years, 
and  he  then  learned  the  horseshoers'  trade  and 
worked  for  a  time  as  a  journeyman  in  that  busi- 
ness. Later  he  joined  in  the  firm  of  Terry  &  Mc- 
Larney, and  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  carts 
and  business  wagons  at  the  corner  of  Canal  and 
Bridge  streets,  making  a  specialty  of  heavy  business 
wagons.  On  retiring  from  this  business  in  1896, 
our  subject  spent  some  time  in  repairing  his  houses, 
of  which  he  owns  several,  and  then  took  a  position 
as  a  journevman  horseshoer.  The  death  of  his 
brother,  Thomas  F.,  on  Mav  22,  1898,  led  to  his 
taking  charge  of  the  undertaking  establishment  left 
by  the  deceased,  and  in  this  venture  he  has  met  with 
success,  his  knowledge  of  the  business  having  been 
first  gained  while  working  as  a  journeyman.  He 
gradtiated  from  the  Zvlassachusetts  College  of  Em- 
balming in  September,  i8<;»9.  He  also  conducts  a 
livery  stable  at  Xo.  30  Green  Street,  keeping  a  num- 
ber of  horses  and  a  fine  line  of  hacks,  coaches  and 
carriages  ready  for  any  call.  In  politics  he  is  a 
Democrat,  and  he  served  as  constable  and  grand 
juror  when  the  town  included  Derby.  He  is  an 
active  member  of  the  Young  Men's  Temperance 
.\ssociation.  having  served  as  its  vice-president, 
treasurer  and  secretary,  and  he  is  also  connected 
with  the  Catholic  Legion,  in  which  he  is  now  trus- 
tee, the  Mutual  Reserve  of  X'ew  York  City,  an  in- 
surance association,  and  the  Hartford  Life  Insur- 
ance Co.,  of  Hartford,  and  the  Royal  .\rcanum. 

On  April  25,  1888.  he  married  Miss  Ellen  E. 
Coleman,  and  four  children  have  blessed  this  union, 
of  whom  two  are  living:  John  J.  and  Alice  E. 
Mrs.  McLarney  is  a  native  of  Ansonia,  and  a 
daughter  of  James  and  T.ridget  f Mulligan^  C'nle- 
man.  Her  father,  nuw  deceased.  wa.s  a  well  kin.wn 
agriculturist  anil  pruininent  citizen,  whose  infiuence 
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was  rocogiiizt'd  in  church  and  township  affairs.  Mrs. 
McLarney  was  ediicated  in  the  public  schools  of 
Derby,  and  is  a  graduate  of  the  Derby  High  School. 
On  leaving  the  high  school  she  began  teaching,  con- 
tinuing fourteen  years,  and  in  this  work  she  was 
very  successful ;  for  three  years  previous  to  her 
marriage  she  was  principal  of  the  Factory  street 
school  in  Ansonia.  Both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  ^iIcLamey 
are  highly  esteemed  socially,  and  are  leading  mem- 
bers of  the  Catholic  Church  of  Ansonia. 

EDWARD  \\' ALTER  LEETE.  The  Leete 
family  in  Connecticut  was  established  here  more 
than  two  hundred  and  fiftv  years  ago  bv  Gov.  Leete. 
an  old-time  worthy  and  an  important  figaire  in  early 
Colonial  affairs,  who  came  to  America  with  the 
Henry  Whitfield  expedition. 

Gov.  William  Leete  was  born  in  1612  in  Dod- 
dington,  England.  Thomas  Leete.  his  grandfather. 
married  Maria  Slade,  and  their  son  John  Leete  mar- 
ried Ann  Shute ;  William  Leete.  who  afterward. 
played  such  a  prominent  part  in  the  Colonies,  was 
their  son.  William  Leete  was  bred  a  lawyer,  and 
was  clerk  of  the  Bishops"  Court  at  Cambridge, 
where  the  oppression  of  the  Puritans  turned  him 
to  a  study  of  their  tenets  and  finallv  led  him  to  the 
adoption  of  their  faith.  He  arrived  in  Connecticut 
July  10,  1639,  and  he  was  one  of  six  selected  to  pur- 
chase from  the  Indians  the  land  wanted  for  a  new 
settlement.  A  tract  of  250  acres,  three  miles  from 
Guilford,  now  known  as  Leete"s  Island,  came  to  him. 
He  took  a  leading  part  in  the  development  of  the 
rising  Colony  and  was  one  of  its  most  trusted  merri- 
bers.  In  1658  he  was  made  deputy  governor  of 
New  Haven  Colony,  and  in  1661  was  made  gov- 
ernor, holding  this  office  until  its  union  with  the 
Colony  of  Connecticut.  He  was  deputy  governor 
of  Connecticut  from  1669  to  1676.  when  he  was 
chosen  governor,  and  served  in  that  capacity  until 
his  death,  in  i''i83,  in  Hartford.  Gov.  Leete  was 
married  in  England,  in  1638.  to  Anna  Paine,  who 
died  Sept.  i,  1668.  On  April  7,  1670.  he  married 
Mrs.  Sarah  Rutherford,  who  died  Feb.  10.  1673. 
His  third  wife,  Mary,  had  also  been  marrierl  twice 
before,  to  Gov.  Francis  Xewinan  and  Rev.  Nicholas 
Street,  respectively.  She  died  in  iri83.  Gov.  Leete 
was  the  father  of  nine  children. 

John  Leete.  eldest  son  of  the  Governor,  was  boni 
in  1639,  in  Guilford,  and  is  said  to  have  been  the 
first  white  chikl  liorn  in  that  town.  In  1670  he  mar- 
ried Mary,  daughter  of  William  and  Joanna 
(Sheafe)  Chittenden.  To  this  union  were  bom 
eight  children.  Mrs.  Leete  was  born  in  1647,  and 
died  March  9,  171 2.  John  Leete  died  Nov.  25, 
1692. 

Pelatiah  Leets.  fifth  child  of  John,  was  born 
March  26,  1681,  and  on  July  i.  1705.  married  Abi- 
gail, daughter  of  Abraham  and  Elizabeth  (  Bartlett) 
Fowler.  They  became  the  parents  of  five  chiUlren. 
Mrs.  Leete  died  Oct.  22.  i-('n.  Sioi;  after  their 
marriage  the_\'  moved  tj  Leete's  Island,  which  after- 


ward became  a  flourishing  settlement.  Some  of  the 
land  allotted  to  Gov.  Leete  after  the  purchase  of  the 
property  from  the  Indians  has  never  been  held  bv 
any  but  those  of  the  family  name.  On  these  ances- 
tral acres  seven  generations  of  Leetes  have  resided, 
engaged  as  farmers.  Deacon  Peliatiah  Leele  was  a 
successful  farmer,  and  did  "not  consider  a  hundred 
bushels  of  shelled  corn  to  the  acre  more  than  an 
average  yield."  He  had  a  hundred  cattle.  In  1705 
he  erected  a  large  house,  on  a  commanding  spot 
overlooking  the  Sound,  in  which  he  lived  until  his 
death,  Oct.  13,  1768.  This  house  sheltered  several 
generations  of  the  family.  Pelatiah  Leete  was  a 
deacon  in  the  Fourth  Church  of  Guilford.  He 
served  as  a  representative  of  the  town  in  the  Gen- 
eral Court. 

Deacon  Daniel  Leete,  eldest  son  of  Deacon  Pela- 
tiah, was  lx)rn  Oct.  14,  1709,  was  a  farmer  and 
stock  raiser,  and  died  on  his  farm  Oct.  i,  1772.  He 
was  a  deacon  in  the  Fourth  Church  of  Guilford. 
On  June  14.  1738,  he  married  Rhoda  Stone,  who 
was  born  Xov.  2,  1719.  daughter  of  Caleb  and 
Sarah  (Meigs)  Stone,  of  Guilford,  and  died  Dec. 
23.  1769.  Both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Leete  are  buried  in 
the  old  cemetery  on  Guilford  Green.  Thev  had  five 
children.  Daniel  Leete's  home  stood  where  Calvin 
M.  Leete's  house  now  stands,  and  was  noted  during 
the  Revolution. 

Deacon  Ambrose  Leete,  the  third  son  of  Deacon 
Daniel,  was  bora  Jan.  10,  1748.  He  was  a  deacon 
in  the  Fourth  Church,  to  which  office  he  was  chosen 
in  1786,  and  also  held  the  same  office  in  the  First 
Church,  having  been  chosen  in  1801.  On  Nov.  10, 
1773,  he  married  Miranda,  a  daughter  of  William 
and  Rachel  (White)  Chittenden,  and  thev  became 
the  parents  of  five  children.  Ambrose  Leete  died 
Feb.  14,  1S09.  His  widow  survived  until  Sept.  16, 
1838.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Leete  were  buried  in  the  then 
new  cemetery  at  Leete's  Island. 

Miner  Leete,  the  third  child  of  Ambrose,  was 
born  June  30,  1779,  on  the  farm  where  he  spent  his 
life,  dying  at  the  early  age  of  forty-seven  years, 
Xov.  7,  1826.  On  Xov.  17,  1807,  he  married  Lu- 
cinda  X'orton.  who  was  born  X'ov.  18,  1780,  in  Guil- 
ford, a  daughter  of  Col.  Rufus  and  Hannah  (Cook) 
X'orton.  She  died  Aug.  28.  1848,  and  was  buried 
in  the  family  cemetery.  They  had  five  children : 
(i)  Edward  Lorenzo  is  mentioned  below.  (2) 
Rufus  Xorton  was  the  second  of  the  family.  (3) 
Theodore  Adgate,  who  died  April  28,  1886,  gradu- 
ated from  Yale  College  and  the  Theological  Depart- 
ment. He  married  Mary  C.  White,  of  Long 
meadow,  Mass..  and  had  three  children,  Ella  Louise, 
Rev.  William  White  and  Theodore  Woolsey.  (4) 
Calvin  Miner  married  Lucy  Maria  Leete.  (51  Lou- 
isa Maria  died,  unmarried,  Julv  29,  1855. 

Edward  Lorenzo  Leete  was  born  June  28.  1810, 
at  Leete's  Island,  in  the  town  of  (iuilford.  He  at- 
tended the  district  school  but  little,  being  largely 
self-educated,  and  was  an  unusually  well-informed 
man.    For  more  than  thirtv  vears  he  was  accustomed 
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to  teach  school  chiring  the  winter  season,  working 
his  farm  tluring-  the  summer.  Always  deeply  inter- 
ested in  educational  matters,  and  pulilic-spirited  in 
every  way,  he  was  regarded  in  his  time  as  one  of  the 
most  useful  citizens  01  the  town,  awake  to  all  matters 
of  local  importance.  In  puhlic  life  he  was  active  and 
conspicuous,  both  for  his  imswerving  honor  and 
conspicuous  ability.  In  1854  he  represented  the 
town  in  the  State  Legislature,  to  which  he  was  again 
elected  in  1865.  In  politics  he  was  originally  a 
^\'hig,  later  becoming  a  Republican.  In  church  mat- 
ters Mr.  Leete  was  a  leader,  and  on  Xov.  14,  1852. 
was  elected  a  deacon  of  the  First  Congregational 
Church,  serving  in  that  capacity  for  almost  thirty- 
two  years.  IMr.  Leete  built  a  substantial  house  on 
the  old  Leete  homestead,  where  he  made  many  other 
improvements.  There  he  spent  most  of  his  life,  dv- 
ing  May  3,  1884.  and  was  buried  in  Leete's  Island 
•cemetery.  He  was  especially  interested  in  the  prep- 
aration of  a  genealogy  of  the  Leete  family,  which 
has  been  published  since  his  death,  and  is  now  in  the 
libraries  of  the  state. 

Edward  Lorenzo  Leete  was  married,  in  North 
Guilford.  April  29.  1833,  to  Sylvia  Fowler,  daughter 
of  Daniel  and  Lucy  (Chittenden)  Fowler,  and  they 
had  two  children :  Edward  Walter,  mentioned  be- 
low :  and  Lucy  Louisa.  The  latter  married  Dwight 
Rogers,  of  Cornwall.  Conn.,  and  became  the  mother 
■of  five  children :  Dwight  Leete,  Xellie  Lucretia, 
Harriet  Fowler,  iNIiner  Pratt  and  Sylvia  Abbie.  Airs. 
Sylvia  Leete  died  on  the  home  farm  Xov.  13.  1895, 
and  was  buried  in  Leete's  Island  cemetery.  She  was 
a  member  of  the  Congregational  Church.  Mr.  Leete 
was  trustee  for  a  number  of  years  of  the  Guilford 
Institute. 

Edward  Walter  Leete  was  born  on  the  home 
place  May  28,  1834,  and  attended  the  district  school, 
a  private  school  in  Windsor,  Conn.,  and  the  X'ormal 
School  at  Xew  Britain.  For  six  years  he  taught 
school  during  the  winter  season  in  Guilford.  As  he 
was  the  only  son  the  care  of  the  farm  and  the  sup- 
port of  the  aged  parents  naturally  fell  to  him.  Mr. 
Leete  is  engaged  in  general  farming  and  stock  rais- 
ing. 

On  Oct.  10,  1861,  our  subject  married  Harriet 
Rogers,  of  Cornwall,  a  daughter  of  Daniel  Leete 
and  Harriet  (Pratt)  Rogers,  and  a  granddaughter 
of  Noah  and  Lydia  (Cornwall)  Rogers  and  of 
Miner  Pratt.  They  are  the  parents  of  five  children : 
(I)  Abbie  Louisa,  born  Oct.  20.  1862.  was  married 
June  10,  1896,  becoming  the  second  wife  of  Edward 
E.  Griswold,  of  Clapboard  Hill.  Guilford.  They 
have  two  children — Harriet  Rogers,  born  Jan.  15, 
1899,  3n<^'  Joli"  Leete,  born  April  30.  1901.  {2) 
Edward  Rogers,  born  Dec.  17.  1864,  was  educated 
in  the  district  school.  Guilford  Institute  and  Yale 
Business  College,  taught  school,  and  was  connected 
with  the  Deaf  and  Dumb  Asylum  at  Hartford.  He 
'iied  Dec.  6.  1891.  and  was  Ijiiried  in  the  Lcote  S 
Island  cemetery.  (3)  William  Smith,  bnrn  Oct.  22, 
■18O7,  married  Angeline  Brewer,  daughter  of  Alvah 


j  G.  and  H.  Alice  (Palmer)  Brewer,  of  Guilford,  and 
'  is  living  on  the  family  homestead.  (4)  Sarah  Tal- 
cott,  bom  Oct.  25,  1871,  died  Oct.  25.  1891,  and  was 
buried  in  Leete's  Island  cemetery.  She  was  a  gradu- 
ate of  the  Guilford  In.stitute.  (,5  )  Walter,  born  July 
15.  1874,  died  in  infancy. 

Mr.  Leete  was  elected  deacon  of  the  First  Con- 
gregational Church  in  Guilford,  Xov.  25,  1883,  and 
!  is  still  acting  in  that  capacity.     From  his  youth  he 
has  been  connected  in  different  capacities  with  the 
Sunday-school  of  that  churcli.     In  politics  he  is  a 
Republican.     For  twelve  years  or  more  he  has  been 
,  a  member  of  the  school  board,  and  he  has  also  held 
I  the  oflices  of  assessor,  tax  collector  and  justice  of  the 
■  peace.     In  1884  he  was  elected  trustee  of  the  Guil- 
•  ford  Institute.     He  is  a  trustee    of    the    Guilford 
Savings    Bank,    and    a    stockholder    and    director 
of  the  X'ational  Bank,  which  he  helped  to  organize. 
Mr.   Leete,   as   conservator,   appraiser,   or   adminis- 
trator, has  been  connected  with  nuiuerous  estates. 

I  ELISAPH  H.  BUTLER,  president  of  the  Guil- 
;  ford  Savings  Bank,  and  dealer  in  general  hardware, 
I  stoves,  tinware,  etc.,  Guilford,  is  a  native  of  Con- 
;  necticut.  born  June  27,  1848,  in  Xorfolk,  Litch- 
field county. 

Mr.  Butler  is  a  descendant  of  one  of  the  old 
settlers  of  Connecticut.  Elisaph  Butler,  his  grand- 
father, was  born  in  X'orth  Branford  (known  as 
j  X'orthford).  where  he  followed  farming  pursuits 
I  and  was  a  land  owner  of  prominence.  From  there 
'  he  moved  to  X'orfolk,  Litchfield  county,  where  he 
'  passed  the  rest  of  his  days. 

Levi  Butler,  father  of  Elisaph  H.,  was  born  in 
i  1820.  in  X'orthford,  town  of  Branford,  moved  with 
;  his  father  to  X'orfolk.  and  there  followed  farming 
'  until  1854.  in  which  year  he  moved  with  his  family 
''  to  Guilford,  and  bought  a  farm  near  Leete  Island. 
I  where  he  continued  to  live  up  to  his  death,  in 
j  1873.  In  politics  he  was  a  Whig,  later  a  Republi- 
I  can.  and  he  was  a  member  of  the  Advent  Church. 
!  Levi  Butler  married  (first)  Clarissa  Roberts,  of 
t  Colebrook.  Conn.  His  second  marriage  was  to 
j  Clarinda  E.  Sanford.  who  was  born  in  Sandisfield. 
!  Berkshire  Co..  Mass..  daughter  of  Lyman  Sanford. 
:  and  six  children  were  born  to  them:  Elisaph  H.. 
:  our  ?ubject ;  Frederick,  a  farmer  of  Leete  Island, 
1  Guilford,  Conn. ;  Clara,  wife  of  Robert  Bartholo- 
':  mew,  of  Branford;  Fanny,  who  died  in  young 
'  womanhood  :  Mary,  deceased :  and  Anna,  deceased. 
The  mother  of  these  children  is  yet  living,  and 
in  the  enjoyment  of  excellent  health. 

Elisaph  H.  Butler  was  a  six-year-old  lad  when 
he  came  to  (juilford,  and  here,  on  Leete  Island, 
he  attended  the  district  school,  and  grew  up  on  the 
home  farm,  remaining  there  until  he  was  twenty 
;  years  old.  at  which  time  he  removed  to  Meriden. 
'  in  that  citv  he  worked  in  a  screw  factory  for  a 
short  time,  and  then,  returning  to  Guilfnnl.  secured 
a  position  in  Griswold  &  Co.'s  grocery  store,  where 
he   remained   some   eighteen   months.     In    1870   he 
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and  S. 'Robinson  hoii';iit  '>ut  i-'hester  r.ecklcy's  haril- 
warc  store,  and  conducted  the  same  under  tlie  name 
of  S.  Robinson  &  Co.  In  1888  Mr.  Butler  bought 
out  the  interest  of  Mr.  Robinson,  and  has  since 
conducted  the  business  alone,  now  having-  one  of 
the  most  complete  stores  in  the  county.  ^Ir.  Butler 
is  president  of  the  Guilford  Savings  Bank,  also  a  '  I 
director  thereof,  and  is  one  of  the-  stockholders  in, 
and  directors  of,  the  First  National  Bank  of  Guil- 
ford. In  politics  he  is  a  Republican,  and  has  filled 
the  office  of  burgess  of  Guilford  several  terms,- 
serving  also  as  justice  of  the  peace.  Sociallv  he  is 
a  member  of  the  F  &:  A.  M.,  affiliating  with  St. 
Alban's  Lodge,  Xo.  38,  and-  with  the  Eastern  Star, 
of  which  he  is  past  patron,  and  of  which  his  wife 
is  a  member.  He  belongs  to  Xenuncatuck  Lodge, 
No.  f>2,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  in  which  he  is  a  member  of  the 
board  of  trustees,  a  past  grand,  and  has  been 
treasurer  since  July,  1884;  he  was  also  secretary  one 
terrri.  He  has  served  as  delegate  to  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  the  State.  He  and  his  wife  are  both 
charter  members  of  the  Daughters  of  Rebekah,  and 
he  is  united  with  Hollis  Encampment,  Xo.  34.  Mr. 
Butler  is  a  member  of  the  X.  E.  O.  P.,  of  Guilford, 
of  which  he  has  been  chairman  of  the  board  of 
trustees  since  its  organization  ;  and  was  identified 
with  the  Woodmen  of  the  \\'orld. 

On  Oct.  20,  1870,  in  Guilford.  Conn.,  Elisaph 
H.  Butler  married  Fanny  E.  Robinson,  and  nine 
children  have  come  to  them :  ( i )  William  S., 
born  July  25,  1871,  is  head  salesman  in  his  father's 
store :  he  married  Ida  May  Hill,  daughter  of  Capt. 
William  P.  Hill.  (2)  Frank  died  in  infancy.  (3) 
Burton  L.  died  at  the  age  of  four  vears.  (4) 
Jennie  C,  born  Sept.  19,  1880,  is  the  wife  of  Louis 
C.  Coulter,  of  Guilford.  (5)  Harriet  M.  ("Hattie") 
was  born  July  14.  1882.  (6)  Robert  was  born 
Aug.  31,  1885.  (7)  Arthur  and  (8)  Ernest,  twins, 
died  voung.  (9)  Paul  Levi  was  born  May  29, 
1896.  ■ 

The  Rodtxsox  FA%riLV.  of  whom  Mrs.  Elisaph 
H.  Butler  is  a  member,  were  old  settlers  of  Guil- 
ford, and    (i)    Thomas  Robinson,  the  first  of  the   , 
name  in   X'ew  England,  located  first  in   Hartford,   1 
Connecticut.     In  1661  he  moved  to  Guilford,  where   } 
he  passed  the  remainder  of  his  days,  flying  in  1689.   j 
His  wife  Mary  died  in  Guilford  in  1668,  and  chil-   | 
dren  as  follows  were  born  to  them:      fi)  Thomas,   j 
born  1650,  married  Sarah  Crittenden,  and  died  July   I 
2,  1712;  (2)  Ann,  born  1652,  married  Joseph  Dud- 
ley; (3)   Mary,  born  1654,  married  John  Latimer;   | 
(4-)    Saint,   born    1656,   married    B.   Latimer:    (5)    ! 
Jonathan,  born  K^Sg,  died  April.  1684;   (6)  David,   1 
sketch  of  whom  follows:  (7)  Elizabeth,  born  1662,   j 
married  Benjamin  Grukl,  and  died  September  30,   j 

'^745-  .         .     ! 

(II)    David    Robinson,    born    in     Hartford    in   ' 

1660,  settled  in  Durham,  Middlese.x  Co.,  Conn.,  and   i 

died  June    i,    1747.     He    married    Abigail   Kirby, 

daughter  of  John  Kirby.  .if  .Middletown  :  she  died  in 

1694.     Mary,  second  wife  of  David  Robinson,  was   1 


horn  16^)3,  (lied  Oct.  17,  i/4.C\  'Mr.  Robinson'-i 
children:  (i)  Abigail,  born  April  3,  1690,  died 
July  6,  1775,  married  Joseph  Coe ;  (2)  Ann,  born 
June  6,  1692;  (3)  David,  sketch  of  whom  follows: 

(4)  Thomas,  born  1698,  died  March  4,  1774:  (5) 
Ebenezer,  born  1701,  died  Oct.  10.  1780;  (6)  Ruth. 
:orn  1703:  (7)  Mary  married  Timothy  Parsons-, 
(8)    Hannah  married  Benjamin  Miller. 

.  (HI)  David  Robinson,  born  in  Durham,  Conn., 
in  1694,  and  died  there  Feb. .9,  1780,  married  Jan. 
26.  1720,  Rebecca  Miller,  born  1697,  died  Sept.  iS. 
1786.  Children:  (i)  Ann,  born  Dec.  5,  1720. 
and  died  in  1817,  married  Gideon  Canfield ;  (2> 
David,  born  March  4,  1722.  died  Oct.  15.  1807;  (3  ^ 
John,  born  June  22.  1723:  (4)  Dan,  born  May  2. 
1725,  and  died  1810,  married  Abigail  Curtis;  (5) 
Rebecca,  born  Dec.  5,  1726,  and  died  X'ov.  5,  1815. 
married  David  Parson;  (6)  Timothy,  born  .\prir 
29,  1728,  and  died  .\pril  i,  1805,  married  Catharine- 
Ross;  (7)  Phinnis,  born  July  24,  1729,  died  Jul\- 
31.  1784,  married  Susannah  Fenn :  (8)  James,  boru 
June  10,  1731,  and  died  April  3,  1806,  married  .\ni\- 
Sellman;  (9)  Joel,  born  ^larch  31,  1733,  died  1750; 
(10)  Mary,  born  Dec.  7,  1734.  married  Reynold  M. 
Morse;  (11)  Xoah,  born  ]Vlay  17,  1736,  and  died 
.\ug.  12,  1800,  married  Hannah  Parmelee;  (i2> 
Abigail,  born  March  9.  173S.  married  James  Hin- 
man ;  (13)  Asher.  sketch  of  whom  follows. 

(IV)  Asher  Robinson,  born  May  4.  1740,  in 
Durham,  Conn.,  died  there  in  1808.  He  married 
(first)  June  11,  1761,  Mary  Butcher,  and  for  his 
second  wife  wedded  a  Miss  Hull.  His  children : 
(i)  Rachel,  born  April  16,  1762,  married  Seth 
Strong,-  and  died  Feb.  10,  1850;  (2)  Stephen, 
sketch  of  whom  follows;  (3)  Asher,  born  Xov.  21, 
1765,  died  young;   (4)    Seth,  born  June  23,  1768; 

(5)  Samuel,  born  July  29,  1770;  (6)  Mary;  (7) 
Sally  married  John  White;  (8)  Betsey  married 
Henry  Canfield ;  (9)  .\sher  married  Emily 
Parmelee. 

(V)  Stephen  Robinson,  born  in  Durham,  Conn.. 
Jan.  14,  1764,  died  there  July  2,  1825.  He  married 
Mary  Tibbatt,  who  died  in  August,  1825.  Children: 
(i)  Dennis,  sketch  of  whom  follows:  (2)  Hannah, 
born  1793;  (3)  David:  (4)  X'oah.  born  February. 
1798.  married  Fanny  Willard;  (5)  Phebe,  born  July 
17.  1800,  married  P..  Franklyn  Browning;  (6) 
Polly  married  David  Baldwin;  (7)  Stephen  died 
1840:  (8)  Giles,  born  1804,  married  Emily 
Wheden  :  (9)  Margaret  Ann,  born  1802,  and  died 
1842,  married  David  Howard. 

(VI)  Dennis  Robinson,  born  in  1791,  moved  to 
Guilford,  and  there  passed  the  rest  of  his  days, 
dying  June  8,  1847.  He  married.  May  3,  181 5, 
Fanny  Stone,  born  Aug.  5,  1795,  and  died  April  21, 
1824.  For  his  second  wife  he  wedded  May  4.  1825, 
Elizabeth  Wilkinson,  born  May  5,  ij'ji).  died  Feb. 
29.  1864.  His  children:  (i)  Jane  Maria,  born 
July  2,  1816,  married  .Selden  Benton;  (2)  Mary 
Ann.  born  Sept.  15.  iSiq.  died  July  31,  1820:  (3) 
Stephen,  sketch  of  whom  follows  ;  (4)  George  Bald- 
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win  ir.arr.'-jtl  Rij?ariul  D.  l-'ioM.  ami  died  Dec.  5. 
1861 ;  (5)  John,  horn  Octoher,  1828.  died  Oct.  18, 
1829:  (6)  John  Wilkinson,  born  Sept.  18,  1830; 
(7)  Fanny,  born  January.  1833,  ^1'*^^  February, 
1833;  (8)  FrankUn  Browning,  born  Feb.  18,  1S37, 
died  Xov.  16,  1853. 

(\'II)  Stephen  Robinson,  father  of  Mrs.  Elisaph 
H.  Butler,  was  born  in  Guilford  ^^arch  23,  1824, 
and  passed  his  entire  life  there  tonducting  a  general 
hardware  store  until  1888,  after  which  he  carried 
on  a  truck  farm.  He  married  Ann  Bartlett,  daugh- 
ter of  Timothy  Bartlett,  and  of  the  children  born  to 
them  three  are  living  as  follows :  Fanny  E.,  wife 
of  E.  H.  Butler:  Mary,  wife  of  George  W.  Dudley; 
and  Ida,  wife  of  Dwight  W.  Potter,  all  of  Guilford. 

CHARLES  D.  WWRXER,  superintendent  of 
the  Ansonia  Telephone  Co.,  of  Ansonia,  is  a  leading 
representative  of  the  business  interests  of  that  local- 
ity. His  thoroughly  American  spirit,  his  sound 
judg^Tient  and  untiring  energy  have  enabled  him  to 
carry  forward  successfully  a  number  of  important 
enterprises  and  the  record  of  his  life  furnishes  a 
useful  lesson. 

Mr.  Warner  was  born  March  24.  1853,  at 
Chicopee  Falls,  Mass.,  and  is  descended  from  good 
New  England  ancestry.  His  great-grandfather, 
Eli  Warner,  was  a  resident  of  West  Suffield,  Conn. 
Eli  Warner  (2).  our  subject's  grandfather,  was 
born  in  West  Suffield,  and  passed  his  life  there, 
engaged  in  farming.  His  wife,  Lydia  (Taylor), 
was  also  a  native  of  Suffield,  and  their  two  sons 
settled  upon  the  old  homestead,  dividing  it  into  two 
separate  farms.  Both  the  grandparents  were  highly 
respected  in  the  community  for  their  estimable 
lives. 

Henrv  F.  Warner,  our  subject's  father,  was 
born  in  West  Suffield.  and  received  a  common- 
school  education.  He  died  at  the  homestead  March 
25,  1900,  at  the  age  of  seventy-four  years.  He  mar- 
ried Mary  L.  !Munger,  who  died  aged  sixty-nine 
years,  was  a  native  of  Chicopee  Falls,  and  a  daugh- 
ter of  Hiram  ]\Iunger,  a  well-known  Adventist 
preacher  there.  Her  mother,  whose  maiden  name 
was  Lucinda  Hancock,  was  a  direct  descendant  of 
a  brother  of  Gov.  John  Hancock,  of  Massachu- 
setts. Mrs.  Munger  died  at  the  age  of  eighty 
years,  leaving  three  children:  Marv  L.,  ^Irs. 
Warner ;  Alfred  S.,  a  resident  of  Ozone  Park, 
L.  I. :  and  Lucv,  wife  of  J.  H.  Hendrick.  of  Spring- 
field, Mass.  Our  subject  is  the  eldest  of  a  family 
of  three  living  children.  r)re  child  died  at  an  early 
age.  Eugene  H.  has  taken  up  farming  at  the  old 
homestead.  Jessie  F.  married  T.  C.  Baum,  of 
Philadelphia. 

Charles  D.  Warner  was  educated  in  the  common 
schools  of  Suffield.  and  when  sixteen  years  of  age 
b€>gan  to  learn  the  trade  of  watchmaker  and  jewel- 
er. .\bout  1872  he  engage'!  in  !vi-ire~s  in  Wind- 
sor, and  in  1S78  he  removed  to  Ansonia.  purchas- 
ing from  Charles  Tucker  a  store  in  Main  Street, 


oppisite  the  First  .Vational  Bank.     In  1887  lie  sold 
the  business  to  James  B.  Keenc  and  joined  in  the 
organization  of  a  company  for  the  manufacture  of 
standard  electrical  clocks,  for  which  he  owned  the 
patents.     He  became  manager  of  the  enterprise,  and 
later  was  made  treasurer,  the  business  being  carried 
on   first   in    Xew   Haven   and   then    in   Waterbury. 
On  Dec.  31.  1895,  he  retired  from  the  company  and 
started  in  business  in  Ansonia  as  an  electrical  en- 
gineer, and  soon  afterward,  as  a  matter  of  personal 
convenience,   he   organized   a   small    telephone   e.x- 
change,    with    less    than    fifty    subscribers.      This 
proved  a  great  success,  and  later  he  founded  the 
Ansonia  Telephone   Co.   with   Dana   Bartholomew, 
the  stock  being  placed  at  Si 5.000,   which  was  in- 
creased  from  time  to  time,   to  $25,000.     Earlv  in 
1901  great  pressure  was  brought  on  certain  stock- 
[  holders  (after  the  death  of  Dana  Bartholomew)  to 
;   sell  out  to  the  Bell  Telephone  interests,  and  this  was 
1  finally  accomplished,  in  April,  1901.   They  had  lines 
I   to  Seymour,  Derby  and  Shelton.  and  connected  sub- 
,   scribers  with  points  in  Woodbury  and  surrounding 
towns,  doing  a  profitable  business,  three  operators 
I  being  required  to  manipulate  the  '"switch  board." 
:   Mr.   Warner  owns  a  numljer  of  electrical  patents, 
five  being  on  clocks  and  clock  systems,  known  as 
I  the  "Warner  System,"  and  the  latter  have  increased 
'  in  value  as  time  has  proved  their  efficiency.     Thev 
I   were  first  tested  in  Ansonia  in  1884,  and  then  on 
I  the  Consolidated  Railroad,  where  thev  still  remain 
:   in    service,    after    fifteen    years.      Politically    Mr. 
\\'arner  is  independent  and  he  has  served  one  term 
,  as  burgess  of  the  borough.     He  belongs  to  the  Xew 
I   England  Order  of  Protection,  and  he  and  his  fam- 
'  ily  are  active  workers  in  the  Congregational  Church 
of  Ansonia,  in  which  he  has  held  various  offices, 
I   including  membership  on  the   Society's   committee 
and  the  Prudential  committee.   He  also  served  some 
j  time  as  superintendent  of  the   Sunday-school   and 
!   president  of  the  Christian  Endeavor  Society. 
j  In    1875    Mr.    Warner   married    Miss   Clara    F. 

Hodge,  who  was  born  in  Suffield  in  1856,  daughter 
;   of  Buel  D.  Hodge,  a  prominent  farmer  there,  and 
\   for  many  years  a  leading  member  of  the  Congre- 
gational Church  of  that  locality.     He  and  his  wife, 
I   Mariette   (Cartter),  had  four  children:     Clara  F. ; 
j   Emma  E.,  who  married  F.  L.  Ashley,  of  Windsor 
I   Locks ;  Nellie,  who  married  E.  S.  Cook,  of  Hart- 
I   ford ;  Lucy  B.,  wife  of  Lawrence  Herns,  of  An- 
'   sonia.     Mr.  and  Mrs.  Warner  have  two  children : 
j    (i)    Albert  F.,  born  in   1876.  was  educated  in  the 
public  schools  of  .\nsonia  and  the  Maine  State  Col- 
l   lege,   at   Orono,   Maine,    and    completed   a   special 
•  course  in  navigation  in  the  Nautical  School  in  New 
j   York  City.     He  is  now-  in  the  employ  of  the  South- 
ern New  England  Telephone  Co.,  and  for  some  time 
;   previous  was  doing  valuable  work  for  the  Ansonia 
I  Telephone  Co.,  being  an  e.xpert  in  electrical  science. 
(2)   Edith  ^[ariette  was  born  in  .\nsonia  Feb.  25. 
1885.  ard  is  now  taking  a  course  in  the  High  School 
in  Ansonia. 
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CK.    a    leadintr    citizen    of      -iilijoct.     -Mrs.  Peck  was  bom  in  1802,  and  died  in 


W'ojdbridge,  Xcw  Haven  county,  has  demonstrated 
the  true  meaning  of  the  word  success  as  the  full  ac- 
compUshment  of  an  honorable  purpose.  Energy, 
close  application,  perseverance  and  giX)d  manage- 
ment— these  are  the  elements  which  have  entered 
into  his  business  career  and  crowned  liis  efforts 
•with  prosperity. 

]Mr.  Peck  is  a  representative  of  quite  an  old  and 
prominent  family  of  W'oodljridge,  of  which  town 
his  paternal  grandparents,  Silas  and  Electa  ( Car- 
rington)  I'eck,  were  both  natives.  There  the  former 
•owned  seventy  acres  of  land  and  successfully  en- 
gaged in  farming.  He  lived  to  a  ripe  old  age.  He 
was  a  man  highly  esteemed  bv  all  who  knew  him, 
and  was  a  W  hig  in  politics,  though  not  an  active 
worker  in  party  altairs.  His  children,  all  now  de- 
-ceased,  were  as  follows :  Ansel,  a  cooper  bv  trade, 
lived  for  many  years  in  \'ermont.  and  died  in  Beth- 
any, Conn.;  Electa  married  (lilbert  Thomas,  of  , 
"V\'oodbridge,  and  died  shortly  after  her  marriage ; 
Almyra  married  Simeon  Sperry,  and  died  in  Wood- 
bridge;  Lauren,  a  shoemaker,  by  trade,  lived  in 
Bethany,  Corm.,  Xew  York  and  \ermont,  and  died 
in  Xew  York ;  Lewis,  father  of  our  subject,  was 
next  in  order  of  birth  :  Garry  was  a  farmer  of  W'ood- 
"bridge;  Mary  was  the  second  wife  of  Gilbert 
Thomas,  of  \\'oodbridge ;  Seabury  was  a  carpenter 
and  joiner  of  W'estville,  Conn. ;  Amanda  was  the 
wife  of  James  Perkins,  of  Woodbridge ;  Eunice 
was  the  wife  of  Eli  O.  Clark,  of  Woodbridge :  and 
X'amon  was  a  farm.er  of  Seymour. 

Lewis  Peck,  father  of  our  subject,  was  born  in 
Woodbridge,  June  6,   i7(/>,  and  died  at  the  age  of 
.sixty -one  years.     He  grew  to  manhood  in  his  native 
town,  and  had  but  limited  educational  advantages. 
He  became  owner  of  the  old  homestead  of  seventy 
-acres  in  the  northeastern  part  of  Woodbridge,  and 
also  owned  other  land  to  the  extent  of  seventy  acres. 
He  was  an  active  worker  in  the  Whig  party,  was  a 
-school  officer,  road  surveyor,  and  filled  Other  official 
positions.      In    Woodbridge    he    married    Elizabeth 
Ann  Beecher,  a  native  of  that  town,  daughter  of 
Ephraim  and  Sarah  (Dorrance)  Beecher.  and  grand- 
daughter of  Reuben  and  Sarah  Beecher.    Her  father 
and  grandfather  were  also  born  in  Woodbridge.  and 
there  the  former  died  at  the  age  of  eighty-si-x  years. 
His  children  were:     Pattie.  wife  of  Moses  Gilbert. 
of  Southington,  Conn. :  Eela.  who  died  unmarried  in 
Woodbridge:  Reuben  Minot.  who  was  born  May  31, 
1791,    wedded    Mary    Baldwin,    and    died   April   4, 
1874;  Melinda.  wife  of  Munson  Sperry,  of  Wood- 
bridge;  Deman,  who  married  Eunice  Smith,  and  fol- 
lowed farming  in  Alilton.  Conn. :  David,  who  dlied  at 
the  age  of  twentv-one  years :  Riley,  who  died  when 
a  young  man  :  Sallv,  wife  of  X'oyce  I'.radley.  who 
lived  in  dift'erent  places  in  Connecticut,  but  was  born 
in   Woodbridge,   and   is   buried   there :   Lydia,'  who 
married  Freeman   Hotchkiss.  and  subsequently  he- 
came  the  wife  of  Stephen  Dickcnnan.  of  Westville. 
where  sb.e  died;  and  Elizaljeth  .\iui.  mother  of  our 


Woodbridge  at  the  ripe  old  age  of  eighty-twcj  years. 
She  and  licr  husband  had  seven  children,  namely: 
Ephraim  R.,  the  eldest,  is  mentioned  below;  Eliza 
.\nn  is  the  widow  of  John  ^[.  Merwin,  of  Wood- 
bridge;  Irven  B.,  a  carpenter  and  joiner  of  Califor- 
nia, went  West  in  1855,  and  married  .\nn  Crow; 
Minerva  P.  is  the  wife  of  Isaac  S.  Dickerman,  of 
Westville,  Conn. ;  Silas  E.  married  Emily  Talmage, 
of  Xew  York,  and  is  now  a  homeopathic  physician 
of  Pomona,  Fla. ;  Henry  died  in  Woodbridge,  Dec. 
25,  1856,  at  the  ago  of  twenty-one  years;  and  Ste- 
phen M.,  our  subject,  completes  the  family.  Eph- 
raim R.  Peck,  the  eldest  of  this  family,  wedded 
Mary  C.  Hine,  and  followed  farming  in  Wood- 
bridge,  where  he  died  -\ug.  15,  1898;  he  left  no  chil- 
dren. He  received  a  common-school  education,  and 
taking  up  farming,  made  a  decided  success  in  that 
line,  being  also  a  fine  judge  of  stock.  With  the  ex- 
ception of  seven  years,  during  which  he  was  engaged 
as  a  farm  hand'  in  one  place,  he  always  lived  in 
Woodbridge,  where  he  was  respected  as  one  of  the 
most  estimable  self-made  men  of  his  day.  He  was 
a  Republican,  but  took  no  active  part  in  politics,  and 
never  held  any  office. 

Stephen  ^f.  Peck  was  born  in  Woodbridge  Sept. 
18,  1837,  and  began  his  education  in  the  district 
school  one  mile  from  his  boyhood  home,  while  dur- 
ing the  winter  of  1857-58  he  attended  the  Connecti- 
cut Literary  Institute,  under  Prof.  Pratt.  .At  that 
time  the  teacher  of  mathematics  was  Henry  Smith, 
who  later  became  principal  of  the  Institute.  On  at- 
taining his  majority  Mr.  Peck  came  into  possession 
of  the  old  homestead  and  began  farming  for  himself, 
which  occupation  he  has  since  followed,  with  marked 
success.  He  resided  there  until  18^97,  when  he  re- 
moved to  his  present  farm,  in  the  same  town,  a  place 
of  134  acres  willed  him  by  a  deceased  brother,  and  • 
he  is  now  one  of  the  most  extensive  farmers  in 
Woodbridge.  He  is  interested  in  the  dairy  busi- 
ness, keeping  for  that  purpose  from  twenty-five  to 
thirty  cows,  and  raises  fruit  and  vegetables  on  a 
large  scale,  finding  a  splendid  market  for  his  produce 
in  Xew  Haven,  -\nsonia  and  Seymour.  In  the  fall 
of  1899  he  gathered  600  barrels  of  apples  from  his 
orchards,  from  not  more  than  one-half  of  the  trees 
that  were  formerly  bearing.  Mr.  Peck  is  also  en- 
gaged in  the  milling  business,  owning  and  operating 
saw,  cider  and  grist  mills,  and  grinding  feed,  bone 
for  fertilizing,  etc.  Although  he  has  always  lived 
in  Woodbridge.  he  has  not  confined  his  business  in- 
terests to  his  native  town.  He  is  the  owner  of  an 
orange  grove  of  fifty  acres  in  Florida,  which  was 
almost  destro\ed  by  the  severe  frosts,  but  with  care 
he  hopes  to  build  it  up  again. 

On  Dec.  10,  i8'>8,  in  Bethany.  Conn.,  Mr.  Peck 
married  Ida  Frances  Xeal.  a  dau.cfhter  of  Martin  H. 
and  ^lartha  M.  (  Hitchcock)  Xeal,  of  Southington, 
Conn.,  where  her  father  was  encraged  in  th;:>  black- 
smith and  cooperage  liusiness.  She  was  born  in 
Plainville,  Conn.,  Jan.. 15,  1849,  the  second  in  order 
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,if  hirtli  in  a  familv  of  four  chililruii :  (  i)  Eleanor 
M.  (deceased)  became  tlie  wife  of  Henry  Buckinj^- 
liani,  of  Seymour,  and  they  had  six  children,  Ida 
(tleceased),  Minnie,  Albert,  William,  Roy  and 
Lewis.  (3)  Eva  A.,  bcirn  July  26,  1S53,  '=  ^^'^  ^^■'''-' 
of  Jesse  Russell,  and  they  have  one  son,  Carlton 
Martin,  of  Plainville.  (4)  Henry  ^lartin.  a  physi- 
cian of  Upper  Lehigh,  Pa.,  married  Ada  Leisenriui::, 
and  has  four  children,  Maylon.  Cameron.  Joseph 
Hawley  and  Gertrude.  Mr.  and  ]\Irs.  Peck  have 
had  four  children :  ( i )  Ermon  X.,  born  July  26, 
1870,  a  civil  enq;ineer,  resides  in  West  Hartford, 
where  he  is  in  the  employ  of  the  Hartford  Water 
Co. ;  he  graduated  from  the  Connecticut  Literary 
Institute  in  iSqi.  and  entered  the  Scientific  Depart- 
ment of  Yale,  but  owing  to  ill  health  was  unable  to 
continue  his  studies.  He  married  Emma  Xewton, 
of  Westville,  Conn.,  and  they  have  one  son,  Ermon 
X'ewton.  (2)  Irving  B..  born  June  19,  1872,  mar- 
ried Hattie  Clark,  of  Southington,  and  is  now  a 
mechanic  of  Forestville.  (3)  Elizabeth  I.  and  (4) 
Lewis  E.,  twins,  were  lx)rn  May  27,  1875.  Lewis 
E.  died  Aug.  31,  1875.  Elizabeth  taught  school  for 
one  year  in  Bethany,  Connecticut. 

■  Politically  Mr.  Peck  classes  himself  with  the  Re- 
publicans, but  believes  that  something  should  be 
done  to  stop  the  liquor  traffic.  Although  he  has 
never  been  an  office  seeker,  he  has  accepted  local 
positions  of  honor  and  trust,  serving  as  member  of 
the  school  board,  grand  juror,  assessor,  member  of 
the  board  of  relief,  etc.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
Woodbridge  Grange,  of  which  he  is  treasurer,  and 
was  worthy  chief  of  the  Good  Templars  Society 
when  that  organization  was  in  a  flourishing  condi- 
tion. As  a  business  man  and  citizen  he  is  widely 
and  favorably  known,  and  no  one  in  the  town  is 
more  honored  or  highly  respected. 

WILLIS  BRADLEY,  a  well-known  citizen  of 
Branford;  was  born  there  Oct.  20,  1848,  son  of 
Gurdon-and  Anna  Maria  (  Spinks)  Bradley'.  Tim- 
othy Bradley,  his  paternal  grandfather,  married 
Irene,  a  daughter  of  Capt.  Alexander  Gordon,  of 
Branford.  The  great-grandfather.  Timothy  Brad- 
ley, an  early  settler  of  Branford,  married  Sarah 
Goodsell.  The  maternal  grandfather  of  Willis 
Bradlev  was  Samuel  Spinks.  of  Branford,  who  mar- 
ried Esther  Tyler. 

Willis  Bradley  passed  his  boyhood  and  youth 
in  Branford.  where  he  attended  the  public  school, 
and  when  he  was  "older  grown"  served  an  apH 
prenttceship  of  three  years  to  the  blacksmith  trade, 
which  he  followed  ten  years  in  Branford  and  Meri- 
(len.  In  maturer  life  he  was  made  superintendent 
of  the  Cherry  Hill  farm  of  J.  W.  Nichols,  and  filled 
that  position  four  years  in  a  perfectly  satisfactory 
manner  to  his  emplover.  In  1883  Mr.  Bradley  be- 
gan work  as  a  carpenter  for  his  brother  Richard, 
•^nd  this  has  been  his  occupation  to  the  present  time. 
He  has  had  some  very  extensive  dealings  in  the 
building  line  in  the  past  years,  and  has  established 


an  enviable  character  for  business  ability,  fair  deal- 
ing and  upright  treatment  of  his  patrons. 

Willis  Bradley  was  united  in  marriage  Aug.  20, 
1872.  with  Isabelle  Eliza,  a  daughter  of  Charles  R. 
and  Frances  Louise  (Dudley)  Lane,  of  Guilford. 
Her  paternal  grandparents  were  Noah  and  Betsey 
(Stevens)  Lane,  and  her  maternal  grandparents 
were  Jonathan  and  Eliza  ( Holmes)  Dudley,  of 
Guilford.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Willis  Bradley  are  the 
parents  of  three  daughters:  Maria  Louise;  Hattie 
Isabel,  who  is  deceased;  and  Helen  Elizabeth.  Mr. 
Bradley  and  his  family  are  members  of  Trinity 
Episcopal  Church,  where  they  are  much  respected 
for  their  sterling  worth  and  genuine  character.  Mr. 
Bradley  is  a  member  of  Widows'  Sons  Lodge.  Xo. 

[  66,  F.  &  A.  M.,  and  of  the  New  England  Order  of 
Protection,  where  he  is  a  welcome  presence.  In 
politics  he  is  a  Democrat,  and  in  all  things  an  honor- 

!  able  and  reliable  citizen. 

'         Mrs.  Bradley  has  two  brothers,  Charles  Holmes 
Lane,  of  Branford,  and  Herbert  Eugene  Lane,  of 
New  Haven,  both  of  whom  stand  well  in  their  re-  ' 
spective  communities,  and  are  widely  known  as  hon- 

:  orable  and  trustworthy  men  in  all  their  dealings. 

:         GEORGE  PREBBEL  ROLF  is  ranked  among 
I   the    successful    and    well-established    business    citi- 
zens of  Guilford.     Since  1881  he  has  conducted  a 
livery   business    in    that     locality,   also    dealing    in 
horses. 

Mr.  Rolf  was  born  in  Folster,  County  of  Kent, 
:   England,  June  12,  1849,  a  son  of  Henry  Rolf,  who 
was  born  in  1823  in  Folster,  which  is  eightv  miles 
'   from   London.      Henry   Rolf   married    Sarah   Jane 
Co.x,  a  native  of  F.lhain,  England,  and  they  came 
!   to  this  country  with  their  family  in  the  spring  of 
'   1850,  landing  in  Xew  York.     From  that  city  they 
came  to  Xew  Haven.  Conn.,  and  thence  by  stage 
coach  to  Aladison,  where  they  located  for  a  time. 
Several  years  later  they  removed  to  Guilford,  where 
Mr.  Rolf  still  resides,  highly  respected  by  his  friends 
and  neighbors  in  the  community.     He  was  a  skilled 
workman  at  his  trade,  that  of  mason,  which  he  fol- 
lowed until  his  retirement. 

Our  subject  was  scarcely  one  year  old  when  he 
was  brought  to  this  country,  and  he  attended  the 
public  schools  of  Madison.  Adopting  his  father's 
trade,  he  pursued  that  both  in  Madison  and  Guil- 
ford, and  in  188 r  started  in  his  present  line,  pur- 
chasing the  interest  of  (jeorge  S.  Davis,  who,  in 
partnership  with  E.  B.  Redfield,  conducted  a  livery 
business.  In  1891  our  subject  bought  the  interest 
of  ^Ir.  Redfield,  and  since  that  time  has  most  suc- 
cessfully managed  a  constantly  growing  business. 
He  has  secured  the  contract  for  the  carrying  of 
the  mails,  greatly  increasing  his  responsibilities. 
Mr.  Rolf  knows  a  good  horse  when  he  sees  it,  and 
is  one  of  the  largest  dealers  along  the  shore  line, 
having  stables  in  Xew  London  as  well  as  in  (niil- 
ford.  Seeking  to  please  his  patrcjns.  Mr.  Rolf  is 
popular  with  every  one,  and  is  well  and  favorably 
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known  to  a  large  class  of  citizens.  His  honesty  in 
dealing  has  gained  for  him  the  confidence  of  those 
who  wish  to  purchase,  and  many  excellent  speci- 
mens of  the  best  breeds  of  horses  have  passed 
through  his  hands  to  the  public. 

On  March  21,  1872.  Mr.  Rolf  married  Mary 
Storer,  a  dr. lighter  of  \\'iHiam  Storcr,  and  one  child 
has  blessed,  this  union,  Fred,  born  in  January,  1877, 
who  received  his  education  in  Guilford,  and  is  one 
of  the  progressuTg  and  rising  young  men  of  the 
town.  As  a  pioneer  in  the  canning  of  corn  and 
tomatoes  in  Guilford  young  Mr.  Rolf  is  the  head  of 
what  is  known  as  the  Sachem's  Head  Canning  Co., 
and  also  deals  largely  in  feed,  grain  and  fertilizers. 
Both  Mr.  Rolf  and  his  son  are  Republicans,  and  our 
subject  has  served  as  warden  of  the  borough  three 
years ;  burgess  several  times ;  selectman,  one  terrn ; 
and  chairman  of  the  town  committee.  Frederick 
Rolf  is  recognized  as  one  of  the  progressive  and  ris- 
ing young  men  of  the  commimity,  and  will  prob- 
ably make  his  mark  in  both  commercial  and  po- 
litical life.  The  family  attend  the  Third  Congrega- 
tional Church.  George  P.  Rolf  is  a  member  of  the 
I.  O.  O.  F..  Mennuntuck  Lodge.  Xo.  62.  Guilford, 
and  of  the  X.  E.  O.  P.,  Sachem  Lodge,  Guilford. 

JOHX  WIXFIELD  XORTOX,  one  of  Wol- 
cott's  most  prosperous  and  highly  esteemed  citizens, 
was  born  in  Wolcott  Centre,  March  27,  1854,  and  is 
a  worthy  representative  of  one  of  the  best  and  old- 
est families  of  the  State.  In  1639,  Thomas  Xorton 
emigrated  from  Ockley,  County  of  Surrey,  England, 
to  the  New  World,  and  took  up  his  residence  in 
Guilford,  Xew  Haven  Co.,  Conn.  About  1625  he 
married  Grace  Wells,  and  to  them  were  born  the 
following  children:  Anne,  born  in  1625,  married 
John  Warner,  of  Saybrook,  Conn. ;  Grace,  born  in 
1627,  was  married  April  2,  1651,  to  William 
Seward,  of  Xew  Haven  and  Guilford,  and  died 
May  29,  1687:  3>Iary  B.,  born  in  1635,  was  married, 
April  9,  1660,  to  Samuel  Rockman,  a  son  of  William 
Rockman,  of  Windsor,  Conn.;  John,  born  in  1640, 
is  mentioned  below  ;  Abigail,  born  in  1642,  was  mar- 
ried, Aug.  6,  1667,  to  Ananias  Tryon,  of  Killing- 
worth  ;  and  Thomas,  born  in  1646,  was  married  May 
8,  1671,  to  Elizabeth  ^lason. 

John  X'orton,  son  of  Thomas,  spent  his  entire 
life  in  Guilford,  where  he  followed  the  miller's 
trade,  and  died  May  5,  1704.  He  first  married 
Hannah  Stone,  and  for  his  second  wife  married 
Elizabeth  Hubbard.  In  his  family  were  six  chil- 
dren :  John,  who  was  born  Nov.  18,  1666,  and  died 
Jan.  10,  1667;  John,  who  is  mentioned  below; 
Susannah,  who  was  born  Oct.  4,  1672;  Thomas, 
who  was  born  Ma\-  4,  1675  ;  Hannah,  who  was  born 
Feb.  4,  1677,  and  was  married,  Jan.  16.  1702,  to 
Ebenezer  Stone;  and  Mary,  who  was  born  in  1680. 

John  Xorton  (2nd),  a  son  of  John,  was  born 
!May  29,  iC/'i8,  and  was  a  land  nu'iK-r  and  farmer 
of  Guilford.  He  was  married,  Xuv.  14.  i'j<)4,  to 
Hannah  Buck,  of  Wethersfield,  Conn.,  daughter  of 


Emanuel  Buck,  the  first  df  that  name  in  Wethers- 
field. Mr.  Xorton  died  March  15,  1711,  his  wife, 
Oct.  22,  1739.  Their  children  were  Anna,  who  was 
born  Oct.  16,  1695,  and  died  in  October,  1721  ; 
Mary,  born  Dec.  6,  1697;  John,  born  Dec.  2^,,  1699; 
Sarah,  born  Feb.  26,  1702;  Joseph,  born  Oct.  10, 
1704;  Elizabeth,  who  was  born  Oct.  6,  1706,  was 
married,  Aug.  8,  1728,  to  David  Benton,  and  died 
Aug.  25,  1756;  and  Hannah,  who  was  born  March 
4,  1710,  and  died  in  1724. 

Joseph  Xorton,  son  of  John  (2nd),  spent  his  en- 
tire life  as  a  farmer  in  Guilford,  where  he  died 
May  9,  1781.  On  April  11,  1728,  he  wedded  IMary 
Champion,  of  Lyme,  Conn.,  who  lived  for  a  time 
in  Wolcott,  but  died  in  Guilford,  July  13,  1800,  at 
the  extreme  old  age  of  no  years.  She  was  a  good 
Christian  woman  and  the  mother  of  the  following 
children  :  Simeon,  born  May  3,  1729,  died  Dec.  22, 
1772;  David,  born  Oct.  21,  1730,  is  mentioned  be- 
low; William,  born  Jan.  22.  1732,  died  June  17, 
1760;  Hannah,  born  Oct.  1,  1734,  died  in  1736; 
Philemon,  born. June  24,  1736.  died  in  October  of 
.the  same  year;  Xoah,  born  Jan.  27,  1740,  died  May 
31,  1763;  and  Beniah,  born  in  1742,  died  Xov.  10, 

1843. 

David  Xorton,  son  of  Joseph,  came  to  \\  olcott 
at  an  early  dav  and  purchased  land  near  Wolcott 
Centre,  upon  which  he  spent  the  remainder  of  his 
life.  He  was  a  well-known  citizen  of  that  locality, 
was  a  consistent  Christian,  and  highly  respected. 
On  Nov.  II,  1752,  he  married  Submit  Benton,  who 
died  in  1755,  and  for  his  second  wife  he  married 
Suza  Bishop.  He  was  the  father  of  the  following 
children:  Ozias,  who  was  born  Feb.  10,  1754.  and 
is  mentioned  below ;  Cyrus,  wdio  was  born  Jan.  14, 
1755,  married  Jerusha  Johnson,  of  Wolcott,  and 
lived  in  Xew  York;  Ziba,  who  was  born  in  1757, 
and  was  married,  Xov.  26,  1778,  to  Ruth  Hopkins; 
Suza,  who  was  baptized  June  12,  1759;  Zebul,  who 
was  baptized  Sept.  22,  1761,  and  married  Rhoda 
Xorton;  and  Xoah  U.,  who  was  baptized  July  3. 
1764,  was  married  April  18,  1784,  to  Rachel  Gillet, 
of  Wolcott,  and  lived  in  X'ew  York. 

Ozias  Xorton,  son  of  David,  made  his  home  in 
Wolcott,  where  he  owned  property  and  engaged  in 
farming  until  his  death,  which  occurred  Feb.  6, 1840, 
his  remains  being  interred  there.  He  married 
Maria  Frisbie,  and  to  them  were  born  nine  children, 
namely:  David;  Keziah,  wife  of  Daniel  Lane,  of 
Wolcott ;  Susan  and  Elizabeth,  twins,  the  former 
the  wife, of  Daniel  Byington,  the  latter  the  wife  of 
Thomas  Cook,  of  Ohio;  Moses  Frisbie  married 
Percy  Barber  and  lived  in  Ohio ;  Jonathan  Frisbie, 
who  married  Polly  Smith  and  died  in  Wolcott; 
Ziba,  grandfather  of  our  subject;  Jedediah  Har- 
mon, born  May  11,  1788;  and  Simeon  Xewton,  born 
March  28,  1791. 

Ziba  X'orton  was  born  in  Wolcott,  and  followed 
the  trade  of  shoemaker.  About  1830  he  removed 
to  Truxton,  X.  Y..  wdiere  he  died.  He  married 
Abigail  xAtkins,  of  Wolcott,  and  the  children  born 
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,..  thciu  were  as  follows:  Ada.  horn  June  23,  1803, 
tirst  married  a  Mr.  Doolittle,  and  second  George 
W.  Royce;  Talcott.  born  Sept.  19,  1807,  married 
I'.clinda  Hall,  of  Plymouth,  Conn.;  Lenora,  born  | 
March  12,  1805.  married  Harley  Downs;  Phoebe, 
liorn  in  December,  1809,  married  George  W.  ' 
Winchell:  Alitierva.  horn  in  March,  1812,  married 
I'.verett  Norton;  tiendrick,  born  in  December,  1817; 
Rufus,  father  of  our  subject,  was  next  in  order  of 
birth;  Alanville,  born  June  8,  1821  ;  and  Rufinus, 
born  in  Septemlicr,   1824. 

Rufus  Norton  was  born  Feb,  18.  1819,  and  re- 
ceived a  common  school  education,  wliich  was  later 
in  life  greatly  supplemented  by  extensive  reading, 
giving  particular  attention  to  the  study  of  the  Bible, 
Shakespeare,  historical  and  political  works.  He 
was  a  tanner  and  currier  by  trade,  and  followed 
that  occupation  for  a  number  of  years,  but  later 
engaged  in  farming  first  on  the  Hall  farm,  later  on 
the  Beecher  farm,  and  then,  after  operating  several 
different  places  in  W'olcott.  he  returned  to  the 
Beecher  farm,  where  he  passed  the  remainder  of  his 
life,  dying  there  Dec.  i,  1897.  His  remains  were 
interred  in  the  \\'oIcott  Centre  cemetery.  He  was 
an  excellent  judge  of  horses  and  cattle,  and  in  con- 
nection with  farming,  also  dealt  in  stock  and  wood. 
He  first  married  Harriet  Smith,  and  for  his  second 
wife  wedded  her  half  sister,  Ellen  Beecher,  a 
daughter  of  John  and  Vina  Beecher.  She  is  a  most 
estimable  lady,  a  member  of  the  Congregational 
Church,  and  is  still  living  on  the  old  homestead.  ' 
In  politics  the  father  was  first  a  ^^'hig  and  later  a 
Democrat,  and  he  took  quite  an  active  interest  in 
local  affairs,  filling  several  town  offices,  including 
those  of  selectman  and  assessor,  holding  the  latter 
position  for  ten  years.  Although  not  a  member  of 
any  church,  he  endeavored  to  follow  the  Golden 
Rule,  and  was  widely  and  favorably  known. 

John  W.  Norton,  whose  name  introduces  this 
review,  received  only  a  district  school  education, 
and  at  the  early  age  of  fourteen  years  started  out 
in  life  for  himself,  working  in  the  shops  at  Bristol, 
Conn.,  for  one  year,  at  Si. 50  per  day.  After  that  he 
spent  about  two  years  on  a  farm  in  Bethany,  and 
then  returned  to  Bristol,  where  he  was  employed  for 
two  years  at  $1.75  per  day.  At  the  end  of  that  time 
he  bought  a  tract  of  uoodland  and  an  ox  team,  and 
commenced  cutting  the  timber  and  selling  the  wood. 
This  he  continued  until  locating  on  the  old  Leonard 
Beecher  homestead  in  Wolcott,  where  he  is  now 
e.xtensively  engaged  in  general  farming,  the  wood 
and  dairy  business.  He  is  one  of  the  largest  land 
■  iwners  in  the  town,  and  besides  his  farm  here,  he 
had  property  in  Bristol  and  Soutnington,  Conn., 
aggregating  575  acres. 

In  Harwinton,  Litchfield  Co.,  Conn..  Mr.  Norton 
married  Miss  Nettie  M.  Coy,  of  that  place,  a 
daughter  of  Silas  and-  Lorinda  Coy.  Of  the  two 
children  born  to,  them,  one  died  in  infancy,  and 
Ji'hn  F.  is  at  home.  Political!)'  he  is  a  Rcnul)lican, 
and  since  1893  Mr.  Norton  has  served  as  ta.x  col- 


lector of  Wolcott,  and  he  also  filled  the  office  of  as- 
sessor for  two  years.  He  is  liberal  in  his  religious 
views.  Since  the  age  of  fourteen  years  he  has  been 
dependent  upon  his  own  resources,  and  to-day  he 
enjoys  the  reward  of  his  painstaking  and  con- 
scientious work.  By  his  energy,  perseverance  and 
fine  business  ability  he  has  been  enabled  to  secure 
a  handsome  competence.  Systematic  and  method- 
ical, his  sagacity,  keen  discrimination  and  sound 
judgment  have  made  him  one  of  the  most  pros- 
perous citizens  of  W'olcott. 

FRANKLIN  PIERCE  SMITH,  a  representa- 
tive farmer  and  highly  esteemed  citiz-in  of  Cheshire, 
was  born  in  that  town  Aug.  10,  1851,  and  belongs 
to  an  old  and  prominent  Connecticut  family.  His 
paternal  great-grandparents,  David  and  Abigail 
(Lewis)  Smith,  were  natives  of  Southington,  Conn., 
and  the  former  was  a  son  of  David  Smith,  Sr., 
and  a  grandson  of  Gideon  Smith.  Our  subject's 
grandparents,  Gideon  Lewis  and  Lois  (Barnes) 
Smith,  were  also  natives  of  Southington,  and  in 
1823  moved  to  Cheshire,  where  he  followed  farming 
throughout  the  remainder  of  his  life,  dying  there 
in  1850.  His  wife  died  in  1846.  Their  children 
were  Elizabeth,  wife  of  Sherman  Hart,  of  Berlin, 
Conn.;  Rhoda,  wife  of  lohn  Hall,  of  Kensington; 
Abigail,  wife  of  Seth  Pratt,  of  Southington;  Sylva, 
wife  of  David  Beach,  of  Southington ;  Loyal,  father 
of  oqr  subject;  Rollin.  who  died  in  Cheshire;  Lois, 
wdio  married  Asahel  Warner,  and  died  in  Auburn, 
N.  Y. ;  and  Lola,  wife  of  Burritt  Parker,  of  South- 
ington. 

Loyal  Smith,  our  subject's  father,  was  born  in 
July,  1807,  and  was  sixteen  years  of  age  when  the 
family  removed  to  Cheshire,  where  he  afterward 
engaged  in  farming  to  the  close  of  his  life.  He 
was  quite  a  prominent  and  influential  citizen  of  his 
community,  and  was  a  member  of  the  State  Legis- 
lature from  Cheshire  in  1856  and  again  in  1867. 
In  that  town  he  was  married,  Oct.  29,  1829,  to  Miss 
Henrietta  Dickerman,  who  was  born  in  Hamden 
Nov.  26,  1807,  a  daughter  of  Samuel  and  Lois 
(Peck)  Dickerman,  also  natives  of  Hamden,  where 
her  mother  died.  Her  father  died  in  Cheshire,  in 
1839.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Smith  were  born  eight 
children,  as  follows :  Sereno  D.,  a  resident  of 
Meriden ;  Lois,  who  died  at  the  age  of  six  years ; 
Eliza,  who  died  in  Cheshire  in  1848,  at  the  age  of 
eleven  years ;  Lois  Lucelia,  widow  of  Edward  Ives, 
and  a  resident  of  Cheshire;  Rhoda,  wife  of  Amos 
Ives,  of  Merfilen :  Loyal  Barnes,  of  Cheshire ;  Sam- 
uel D. ;  and  Franklin  Pierce,  our  subject. 

Franklin  P.  Smith  was  reared  and  educated  in 
much  the  usual  manner  of  farmers'  sons  of  his  day, 
attending  the  local  schools  and  aiding  in  the  labors 
of  the  farm,  and  since  attaining  to  man's  estate  has 
successfully  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits.  In 
1882  he  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Emma  E. 
Miles,  a  native  of  Meriden.  and  a  daughter  of  John 
and  Abigail   (Sanderson)   Miles,  who  were  born  in 
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Cheshire.  Her  father  died  in  1SQ4,  iier  mother  in 
.1890.  iNIr.  and  Mr?.  Smith  have  one  son,  Eugene 
C.  The  Demoeratic  party  finds  in  our  subject  a 
stanch  supporter  of  its  principles,  and  he  takes  quite 
an  active  interest  in  pubHc  affairs.  He  was  one  of 
the  selectmen  of  Clieshire  in  1883,  and  has  been  a 
member  of  the  grand  jury. 

FREDERICK  E.  COLBURX,  one  of  Ansonia's 
leading  citizens,  is  a  worthy  representative  of  an  old 
and  honored  pioneer  family,  being  a  descendant  of 
Daniel  Collnirn,  who  settled  in  Stafford  and  passed 
his  remaining  years  there  as  a  farmer,  dying  at  a 
good  old  age. 

Daniel  Colbnrn,  our  subject's  grandfather,  was 
a  native  of  Stafford,  and  followed  agricultural  pur- 
suits  there   for  many   years.     His   wife.   Elizabeth 
Moulton.  who  died  at  the  age  of  seventy,  was  born 
in  Staft'ord,  daughter  of  Bounds  Moulton,  a  prom- 
inent farmer.     They  had  twelve  children,  none  of 
whom  are  now  living,  and  of  their  nine  grandchil- 
dren  only   five   are    living.      Among   the    deceased 
grandchildren  was  Col.  Colburn  of  the  Union  army. 
Sylvester  Colburn.  our  subject's  father,  was  born 
in  Staft'ord  Dec.  7.  1806.  and  was  reared  upon  the 
farm,  obtaining  his  education  in  the  district  schools. 
At  sixteen  he  went  to  New   Haven  with  his  twin 
brother,  Sullivan  M.,  to  work  in  the  store  of  an  elder 
brother,    John    Colburn.    and    later    they    started    a 
small   foundry,   which  they  operated   a   few  years. 
Their  next  venture  was  the  founding  of  the  Bassett 
foundry,  and  on  disposing  of  it.  in- 1847,  they  locat- 
ed in  Ansonia,  our  subject's  father  taking  the  pres- 
ent homestead,  at  Xo.   121  Howard  avenue.     "They 
became    interested   to   some    extent   in    the   Farrell 
foundry  and  the  Wallace   factory,  and  operated  a 
cotton-mill  in  the  building  now  occupied  by  Arthur 
H.   Bartholomew,   while   for   some  time  they  were  \ 
connected  with  Robert  Bassett's  enterprise  in  Derby.  | 
They   owned   valuable    real   estate,    and    built    two 
houses  on  the  lots  adjoining  the  present  homestead. 
They  also  held  stock  in  the  Birmingham  Pin  Co., 
which  is  retained  by  the  family,  and  they  purchased 
the  first  improved  machine  used  by  that  company  , 
for  the  manufacture  of   pins.     In   fact.  they,  were 
more  or  less  closely  identified  with  every  enterprise  1 
started  in   their  locality,  and  both  continued  their  j 
active  interest  in  puiilic  aft'airs  until  tlieir  retirement  '• 
from  business.     All   the  shade  trees  in   West  An-  | 
sonia  were  set  out  by  them,  and  they  assisted  gen- 
erously in  building  and  maintaining  Christ  Church  j 
in  Ansonia,  one-fourth  of  the  running  expenses  hav-  j 
ing  been  paid  by  them  for  many  years.     Sylvester  : 
Colburn  died  July  23,  1870,  aged  sixty-four  years,  I 
and  his  brother  Sullivan  died   May   i.   1876,  aged   j 
seventy.    Another  brother.  Dr.  Josiah  Colburn,  who  i 
was  born  in  1709,  was  closely  associated  with  them 
in  business  for  some  time.     He  practiceil  rriedicine  I 
in  Orange  anrl  Derby  for  a  number  of  years,  but  re- 
tired in  1852  and  joined  in  the  management  of  the 
Bassett   foundry,   then  known   as   the   Birmingham 


fnundry.     (in  selling  his  interest  he  located  in  An- 
,   sonia  and  started  an  axe  factory,  but  a  few  years- 
I  later   he   sold  this    and    invested   in   a   foundrv    iu 
'   Bridgeport,  continuing,  however,  to  reside  in  'An- 
sonia, where  he  died  March  11,  1882,  aged  eighty- 
three  years. 

Sylvester    Colburn    married    Elizabeth    Hull,    a 
native  of  Xew  Haven,  and  a  daughter  of  Thomas 
Hull,  one  of  the   wealthiest  citizens  of  \\'estville, 
,  where  he  owned  a  farm  a  mile  square  and  h;id  a  resi- 
dence  upon   one  of  the   finest   streets.      I'"or   manv 
I  years  he  was  interested  in  butchering  and  farmin.g, 
and  as  a  citizen  he  was  much  esteemed  for  his  ster- 
ling   qualities    cif    character.      His     wife.     Annah 
(Thomas),  who  died  in  1826,  a.ged  forty-six  years, 
was  born  in  West  Haven,  and  they  had  six  children, 
of  whom  none  are  living.    Our  subject's  mother  was 
j  the  last  to  pass  away,  dying  Xov.  30,   1900.  aged 
ninety  years.     She  was  a  devout  Episcopalian,  and 
;  her  family  has  been  identified  with  that  church  for 
generations.     Of  her  tour  children  onlv  one  is  liv- 
^  ing.  Frederick  E.     Another  son,  Arthur,  with-  his 
daughters  Annette  and   Eda,   the   captain  and   one 
sailor,  were  drowned  by  the  U[)setting  of  his  yacht  in 
Long  Island  Sound,  on  July   18,    1901  ;  his  watch 
stopped  at  three  minutes  past  four.     His  daughter 
^kladaline  and  one  sailor  were  saved  by  hanging  on 
to  an  overturned  rowboat  for  two  hours,  and  were 
picked  up  by  a  passing  tugboat. 

Frederick  E.  Colburn  was  bom  in  Westville  Sept. 
6,  1832,  and  was  educated  in  the  district  schools  of 
that  section  and  in  Xew  Haven.  For  some  years  he 
was  interested  in  the  manufacture  of  .guano  and 
phosphates,  but  since  1884  his  attention  has  been 
devoted  to  real-estate  business.  Politically  he  afttli- 
ates  with  the  Republican  party,  althou,gh  he  has  re- 
fused all  offers  of  official  positions,  and  he  is  one  of 
the  prominent  Masons  of  this  section,  having  been  a 
member  of  George  Washington  Lodge,  X'^o.  82,  of 
Ansonia,  for  thirty-one  years,  and  also  belonging  to 
Mt.  Vernon  Chapter.  Ansonia.  In  1859  he  married 
Miss  Flora  A.  Smith,  and  they  have  had  five  chil- 
dren, of  whom  four  are  living,  d)  Ruby  \\'.  mar- 
ried Dr.  Baldwin,  now  of  Rome,  Italy,  and  they 
have  six  children,  Frederick  W.,  Henneth  P.  S., 
John  P.,  Charles  L.,  Cornelia  F.  and  Margaret.  (2 ) 
Fairchild  S.  married  Miss  Minnie  Busher,  and  set- 
tled on  his  .grandfather's  farm  in  Ohio.  (3)  Eliza- 
beth H.  married  Rev.  E.  T.  Mathison.  an  Episcopal 
clergyman,  and  has  two  children.  Flora  and  Cather- 
ine. (4)  Sylvester  G.  married  Miss  Ruth  Sperry, 
and  has  two  children,  Elizabeth  and  Frederick  S. 

Mrs.  Flora  A.  Smith  Colburn,  w-hose  mental 
gifts  and  culture  make  her  a  social  leader,  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  D.  A.  R.,  Sarah  Humphrey  Chapter,  of 
Derby,  and  is  eligible  to  membership  in  the  S'Kiety 
of  the  Colonial  Dames.  .  She  was  born  in  Lake 
county,  Ohio,  and  is  of  goo(]  old  Connecticut  stock 
in  the  paternal  line.  Her  maternal  great-grand- 
father, Jn>cph  White,  came  from  France  and  servid 
seven  \ears  in  the  Revolutionarv  armv  under  Gen. 
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L.nFa\"Ctto.  Her  j::rent-t:rL'a;-;,'r;iml  father,  (Vilcf 
Smith,  a  native  of  South  Xorwalk,  settled  in  Derby 
at  an  early  date,  and  Abraham  Smith,  her  great- 
•jrandfather,  passed  his  life  tlierc  as  a  farmer.  Pros- 
j)ect  street  now  runs  through  the  site  of  his  old 
liomestead.  Abraham  Sniith  married  Sarah  French, 
granddaughter  of  John  Bowers,  a  graduate  of 
Harvard  College  and  one  of  the  preacii'ers  at  (iuil- 
ford  and  Derby.  James  Snnth.  the  grandfather  of 
Mrs.  Colburn,  was  a  native  of  Derby,  and  followed 
farming  at  the  homestead  for  some  years  in  connec- 
tion with  the  cooper's  trade.  Later  he  moved  to 
W'aterbury,  but  his  last  years  were  spent  in  Derby, 
his  death  occurring  at  the  age  of  eightv  years.  He 
married  IMolIy  Fairchild,  daughter  of  Abial  and 
Zerviah  Johnson,  and  they  had  three  children.  Mrs. 
Smith  died  when  her  son,  James  F.,  was  but  three 
weeks  old. 

James  F.  Smith,  ?ilrs.  Colburn's  father,  was 
born  in  W'aterbury,  and  in  1819  went  to  Ohio,  the 
journey,  which  was  made  with  an  ox-team,  occupy- 
ing one  month.  For  one  year  he  worked  by  the 
month,  saving  his  wages  carefully,  and  as  time 
passed  he  became  one  of  the  wealthiest  farmers 
and  fruit  growers  of  that  section,  his  farm  com- 
prising 600  acres  of  land.  He  lived  to.  the  advanced 
age  of  ninety-three  years.  He  married  Caroline 
White,  who  was  born  in  Granville,  N.  Y.,  one  of 
the  four  children  of  John  White,  who  died  at  the 
age  of  one  hundred  and  two,  and  his  wife.  Ruby 
(Cleveland),  who  died  aged  sixty-seven.  Mrs. 
Caroline  Smith  died  aged  sixty-seven  years,  and  of 
her  three  children  none  are  living  except  Mrs.  Col- 
burn, who  was  second  in  order  of  birth.  James  H. 
died  in  1896,  and  jNIary  Z.  died  in  1870.  aged  nine- 
teen vears.  The  Smith  family  has  also  been  con- 
nected with  the  Episcopal  Church  for  many  years, 
and  Mrs.  Colburn  is  among  the  active  workers  of 
the  church  in  Ansonia. 

SAMUEL  E.  FRLSBIE,  a  prominent  agricult- 
urist and  business  man  of  the  town  of  Milford.  was 
horn  in  East  Haven.  Conn..  April  7,  1856,  son  of 
William  H.  and  grandson  of  Samuel  Frisbie.  The 
family  is  of  pioneer  stock.  Samuel  Fri.-bie  was  born 
in  Branford,  Conn.,  where  he  continued  to  reside, 
and  where  he  followed  shoemaking  all  his  life.  His 
wife,  Sally  Tyler,  was  born  in  Firanford.  and  passed 
her  entire  life  there.  Of  their  seven  children,  the 
eldest,  Obed  T.  (deceased),  was  a  shoemaker  in 
New  Haven,  Conn.;  Rnxana  (deceased)  married 
N'elson  Linsley,  of  Xew  Haven :  Randolph  R.  was 
a  shoemaker  and  later  a  bookkeeper,  but  at  present 
is  retired;  William  H..  our  subject's  father,  is  men- 
tioned below;  Mary  E.,  a  tailoress,  died  in  Milford 
unmarried;  Lewis,  who  died  in  Fair  Haven,  Conn., 
was  an  iron  and  brass  founder,  and  earlier  in  life 
a   shoemaker:  and   Sarah   resides   in   Branford. 

William  FL  Frisbie  was  born  in  Branford  ^fay 
II,  1826,  and  became  a  shoemaker,  hut  afterward 
for   some   time    followed    the   iron   molder's   trade. 
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^n  April,  1877,  he  settled  up<jn  a  farm  in  Milfortl, 
where  he  still  resides.    He  married  Eunice  C.  Dick- 
inson, a  native  of  Chester,  Conn.,  and  daughter  of  • 
Ely  Dickinson,  and  they  became  the  parents  of  one 
child,  Samuel  E. 

Samuel  E.  Frisbie  first  attended  school  in  East 
Haven,  and  when   eight  years  old   went  to   Bran- 
ford, where  his  studies  were  continued  several  years. 
At  thirteen  he  moved  with  his  parents  to  New  Ha- 
ven, and  after  a  short  service  in  the  finishing  de- 
partment of  the  Xew  Haven  Clock  Co.  became  clerk 
in  a  drug  store  to  learn  the  business.     During  the 
panic  of  1877  he  settled  with  his  parents  in   Mil- 
ford upon  his  present  farm  as  a  market  gardener 
and  seed  grower.     For  the  last  four  years  he  has 
been  special  agent  for  the  Page  Woven  Wire  Fence 
Co.,  a  most  successful  branch  of  his  business,  ne- 
cessitating some  traveling,  and  he  also  acts  as  .gen- 
eral agent  and  traveler  for  the  Rogers  &  Hubbard 
Co.'s  fertilizers.     He  is  thoroughly  alive  to  up-to- 
date  machinery,  and  has  been  local  agent  for  vari- 
ous  improved    farm   tools,   etc..   which   he   has   in- 
troduced.    He  has  never  married,  but  he  and  his- 
father  have  built  a  beautiful   residence  on   a   part 
of  the  old  farm,  which  contains  about  eighty  acres 
— the  original  farm  when  taken  comprising  about 
164  acres.     While  he  votes   independently   so   far 
as  local  affairs  are  concerned,  he  is  a  Republican, 
and  owing  to   his   clear   understanding   of   parlia- 
mentary law  has  often  been  chairman  of  that  party's 
caucuses,  as  also  of  the  annual  and  special  meetings 
of  the  town.     He  has  also  served  as  grand  juror. 
He  was  a  prominent  candidate  for  the  first  judge 
of  the  Milford  Town  Court  upon  its  establishment 
in   1901,  being  defeated  in  legislative  caucus  only 
by  a  compromise  candidate.    While  taking  an  active- 
part  in  town  affairs,  he  has  sought  to  avoid  and  has 
refused  public  preferment.     Mr.  Frisbie  belongs  to- 
the  Patrons  of  Husbandry,  or  Grange,  and  is  a  char- 
ter member  and  organizer  of  the  local  Grange  in  his 
town;  he  is  also  president  for  the  fourth  consecutive 
time  of  the  local  council  of  the  X'ational  Provident 
L'nion,  and  takes  much  interest  in  temperance  af- 
fairs.     He   is   a   member   of   Plymouth    Congrega- 
tional  Church,   and    for   three   years    was   superin- 
tendent of  its   Sunday-school.      For  two  years   he 
was  director  of  music  in  the  First  Congregational 
Church,  and  he  has  taken  much  interest  in  musical 
affairs  generally,  having  been  president  and  organ- 
izer of  the  old  Amphion  ^lusic  Society,  and  sec- 
retary of  the  more  recent  Choral   Musical  Union. 

CHARLES  W.  GRAXXISS,  an -honored  vet- 
eran of  the  Civil  war,  and  a  representative  citizen' 
of  the  town  of  East  Haven,  X'ew  Haven  county, 
was  born  Nov.  10.  1844,  on  the  farm  where  he  now 
resides,  and  comes  of  good  old  Colonial  stock. 

The  family  was  founded  in  the  X'ew  World  by 
Edward  Granniss,  a  native  of  England,  who  came 
to  this  country  in  1644  and  first  located  in  Hartford., 
Conn.,  where  he. followed  farming  about  ten  years. 
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About  1670  lie  removed  to  Hailley,  Mass.,  and  seven 
years  later  came  to  North  Haven.  He  married  Eliz- 
•abeth  Andrews  in  1654,  and  among  their  children 
was  Joseph  Graiiniss,  who  was  born  in  1677.  Isaac 
(Iraimiss,  son  of  Joseph,  was  born  in  1716.  and  was 
the  first  of  the  family  to  locate  in  East  Haven,  mak- 
irig  his  home  on  the  farm  where  our  subject  now 
lives.  He  purchased  this  land  from  the  Indian 
chief  Foxen.  His  son,  Jared  Granniss,  the  grand- 
father of  our  subject,  was  born  in  1756,  and  lived 
to  the  advanced  age  of  ninety-one  years.  He  was 
one  of  the  Revolutionary  heroes,  and  was  with 
Gen.  Putnam  in  the  battle  of  Bunker  Hill. 

Frederick  Granniss,  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  Feb.  2,  18 13,  and  when  sixteen  years  of  age 
was  apprenticed  to  George  Hoadley,  of  New  Haven, 
to  learn  the  carriagemaker's  trade,  at  which  he  con- 
tinued to  work  for  several  years,  spending  part 
of  the  time  in  .\lbany,  N.  Y.  Returning  to  the  old 
homestead  in  East  Haverr.  he  followed  dairy  farm- 
ing throughout  the  remainder  of  his  life,  and  died 
there  April  29,  1895.  He  was  a  consistent  and 
faithful  member  of  the  Baptist  Church,  and  took 
a  very  active  part  in  its  work.  In  early  life  he  mar- 
ried Miss  Emily  Bailey,  a  daughter  of  Thaddeus 
Bailey,  of  Groton,  Conn.  She  died  Feb.  18,  1882. 
In  their  family  were  three  children,  of  whom  our 
subject  is  the  youngest.  George  F.,  born  Feb.  2, 
1835,  is  a  resident  of  Wallingford.  this  county; 
and  Andrew  J.,  born  Jan.  11,  1841,  is  a  farmer  of 
East  Haven. 

Charles  \V.  Granniss  passed  his  boyhood  and 
youth  on  the  old  homestead  where  he  continues 
to  reside,  and  was  pursuing  his  studies  in  the  local 
schools  when  the  Civil  war  broke  out.  Going  to 
New  Haven,  he  enlisted  Aug.  21,  1861.  in  Company 
A,  loth  Conn.  V.  I.,  but  his  father,  learning  of  his 
enlistment  through  the  school  teacher,  succeeded  in 
getting  his  release  on  account  of  his  youth.  Our 
subject  returned  home,  but  after  talking  the  matter 
over- with  his  father  for  a  few  days  he  Vvas  given  a 
written  consent  to  his  enlistment,  and  together  they 
returned  to  New  Haven,  where  he  re-enlisted  in  the 
same  company  and  regiment,  joining  his  command 
at  that  city.  They  were  encamped  at  Hartford, 
and  thence  went  to  Annapolis,  Md.,  later  joining 
Burnside  in  his  Roanoke  expedition.  Mr.  Granniss' 
first  engagement,  at  Roanc>ke  Island.  N.  C,  was 
followed  by  the  battles  of  Newbern.  Kinston  and 
Goldsboro,  under  the  command  of  Gen.  Burnside. 
loth  Arm\^  Corps.  Later  the  regiment  was  assigned 
to  the  i8th  Army  Corps,  under  Gens.  Gilmore  and 
Butler,  and  was  sent  .to  Cliarleston.  S.  C,  where  they 
helped  dig  the  entrenchments  and  remained  until  the 
surrender  of  P'ort  \\'agner,  after  a  siege  of  three 
months.  Going  to  St.  Augustine,  Fla..  they  did 
garrison  duty  until  Dec.  31,  1863,  and  then  re- 
turned home  on  a  thirty  days'  furlough.  Mr.  Gran- 
niss re-enlisted  and  rejoined  his  regiment  at  Hart- 
ford, where  they  were  encamped  on  Trinity  College 
grounds.     Later  they  proceeded  to  Alexandria,  \'a. 


They  spent  five  weeks  at  Arlington  Heights,  near 
Washington,  D.  C.  and  then  joined  the  army  op- 
posite York-town,  under  Gen.  Butler.  Later  thev 
participated  in  the  engagements  at  Bermuda  Hun- 
dred. Drury's  lUuff  and  the  siege  of  Petersburg, 
and  then  crossed  the  James  river  and  took  part  in 
the  battle  of  Strawberry  Plains,  where  Mr.  Gran- 
niss was  wounded  by  a  minie  ball  in  the  left  shoul- 
der, Aug.  16,  1864.  He  was  first  taken  to  the  field 
hospital  and  later  to  the  hospital  at  Newmarket 
Heights.  On  his  recovery  he  participated  in  the 
engagements  at  Laurel  Hill,  Newmarket,  Derby- 
town,  Johnston's  plantation,  Hatchie's  Run  and  Fort 
Gregg.  While  storming  the  fort  our  subject  was 
again  wounded  by  a  revolver  in  the  hands  of  a 
Confederate  officer  not  one  hundred  feet  from  him, 
the  bullet  striking  the  first  joint  of  the  first  finger 
on  the  left  hand  and  passing  through  all  the  finger 
joints.  He  spent  a  few  days  in  the  hospital  at 
Point  of  Rocks,  and  a  month  at  the  hospital  at 
Hampton,  Va.,  and  then  was  discharged  at  New 
Haven,  Aug.  30,  1865,  with  the  rank  of  sergeant. 
Soon  after  his  return  home  Mr.  Granniss,  in 
company  with  his  brother  Andrew,  went  to  Nor- 
folk, \'a.,  where  he  was  employed  in  lumber  and 
wood  yards  for  one  year.  At  the  end  of  that  time 
he  came  back  to  Connecticut,  and  has  since  suc- 
cessfully engaged  in  market  gardening  and  the  dairy 
business  on  the  old  homestead  in  East  Haven.  On 
Feb.  24,  1874,  he  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss 
Annie  Irwin,  of  Baltimore,  Md.,  and  to  them  were 
born  three  children:  Irwin,  a  practicing  physician 
of  New  Haven,  who  was  graduated  from  the  Med- 
ical Department  of  Yale  College  at  the  age  of  twen- 
ty-one years;  Lincoln,  who  is  now  a  member  of 
the  Freshman  class  at  Yale ;  and  Charles  A.,  who 
died  in  infancy. 

Fraternally  Mr.  Granniss  is  an  honored  member 
of  Delphi  Lodge.  No.  63,  F.  &  A.  M.,  of  New 
Haven :  Admiral  Foote  Post,  No.  63,  G.  A.  R. ;  and 
Foxen  Grange.  No.  89.  East  Haven,  of  which  he  is 
now  master.  In  politics  he  is  an  ardent  Republican. 
He  was  a  member  of  the  State  Legislature  in  1895 
and  again  in  1899.  and  was  chairman  of  the  com- 
mittee on  Temperance  during  the  last  term;  he 
has  been  county  auditor  for  two  years.  As  a  citi- 
zen he  has  always  been  true  and  faithful  to  every 

!  trust  reposed  in  him,  so  that  his  loyalty  is  above 
question,  being  manifest  in  days  of  peace  as  when 

i   he   followed  the   old   flag  to   victory   on   Southern 

'  battlefields. 

i  HENRY    CH ALGIERS    BALDWIN,    whose 

!  fame  as  a  lawyer  and  orator  extended  far  beyond 

j  the  confines  of  his  native  State,  was  born  upon  a 

;  farm  known  as  Pond  Hill,  in  the  town  of  Nauga- 

1  tuck,  Sept.  15.  1842. 

j  Lucius  Baldwin,  his  father,  who  was  a  Meth- 

!  odist  minister,  was  born  in  Woodbridge.     He  mar- 
ried   a    Mi?3    Willanl,    of    ?^Iassachusetts,    and    f' ir 

,  many  years  lived  upon  the  farm  where  ten  of  his 
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tiuirtee!!  chi'ilrtii  A\i.'"e  born.  He  uicd  in  April, 
iS<>9.  Of  his  family  Henry  C.  was  the  ninth  in  or- 
der of  birth,  the  others  bein<j  Jeruslia  Maria,  Lucius 
Monroe,  Edwin  Soule,  Hervey  Watson,  Amelia 
Anne,  Louis  Sherwood,  Esther  Sophia,  Frances 
Adelaide,  Celia  Josephine,  Alatilda  Augusta.  Albert 
Warren,  Charles  Willard  and  Florence  Eleanor. 
Lucius  Monroe  is  a  farmer  in  Xaug-atuck'.  Louis 
Sherwood  and  Albert  Warren  died  in  early  man- 
hood. Charles  Willard  is  a  practicing'  lawyer  in 
Florida.  Five  of  the  seven  daughters  are  married, 
lerusha  Maria  to  F.  K.  Small,  of  Cape  Cod,  Mass. ; 
Esther  Sophia  to  J.  F.  Brown,  of  Lynn,  that  State; 
Frances  Adelaide  to  Judge  Bingham;  of  Naugatuck  ; 
Celia  Josephine  to  E.  J.  \Miitehead,  of  Xew  York ; 
and  Amelia  Anne  to  George  F.  Walker,  of  Cdou- 
cester,  England.  Florence  Eleanor  has  remained 
unmarried.  Matilda  Augusta  died  before  reaching 
womanhood. 

Henry  C.  Baldwin  passed  his  boyhood  upon  the 
paternal  farm,  receiving  his  early  education  at  the 
schools  of  Naugatuck  and  Xew  Britain.  In  Au- 
gust, 1862,  before  he  had  reached  the  age  of  twenty, 
he  enlisted  with  a  number  of  other  young  men  of 
Xaugatuck,  in  Company  H,  15th  C.  V.  His  ex- 
perience as  a  soldier  was  eventful,  an4  his  record 
one  of  distinction.  He  was  once  wounded  and 
was  for  two  months  a  prisoner,  and  was  mustered 
out  of  service  June  28,  1865.  On  his  return  to 
X'augatuck  he  taught  school  for  a  time,  and  was 
for  two  years  connected  with  a  concern  engaged  in 
the  manufacture  of  pocket  cutlery,  window  fixtures, 
etc.  That  pursuit,  however,  he  did  not  find  con- 
genial, and  in  1869  he  matriculated  in  the  Yale  Law 
School,  from  which  he  was  graduated  three  years 
later.  He  at  once  began  practice  at  Xaugatuck, 
where  his  natural  ability,  sound  learning  and  fidelit}- 
to  his  clients  soon  won  for  him  a  large  clientage. 
In  1889  he  opened  an  office  in  X'ew  York,  spending 
three  days  of  each  week  in  that  city,  and  in  1895 
he  established  a  branch  office  in  Waterbury,  Conn., 
the  better  to  meet  the  demands  of  his  constantly 
growing  practice.  He  died  Jan.  15,  1897,  at  his 
home  in  Carroll  Court,  the  immediate  cause  of  his 
death  being  heart  failure,  the  sequence  to  an  ill- 
ness extending  over  several  weeks.  His  passing 
away  cast  a  gloom  over  the  community  in  which  lie 
had  lived  so  long,  and  where  he  had  many  friends 
and  where  he  was  universally  honored,  even  by 
those  who  criticised  what  they  sometimes  desig- 
nated his  "erratic"  course  in  politics.  As  a  man 
he  was  trusted  implicitly  by  all  who  knew  him ; 
as  a  friend  he  was  sincere,  charitable,  faithful :  as 
a  husband  and  father,  loyal  and  devoted ;  as  a  citi- 
zen, progressive,  public-spirited  and  liberal.  En- 
dowed with  a  singularly  retentive  memory  and 
sparkling  wit,  he  was  a  brilliant  conversationalist. 
As  a  lawyer,  his  sympathies  were  always  with  the 
cnuse  which  he  believed  to  be  ricfht  and  just,  and 
his  generosity  toward  those  in  distress  was  limited 


oidy  by  his  pecuniary  ability,  although  ever  guided 
by  a  sound  judgment. 

Reference  has  been  made  in  the  preceding  para- 
graph to  Mr.  Baldwin's  career  as  a  politician.  His 
first  vote  was  cast  as  a  Democrat,  and  in  1872  he 
took  the  stump  for  Horace  Greeley.  He  was  a  con- 
stant reader  on  tlicories  and  principles  of  govern- 
ment and  finance,  and  lie  early  became  imbued  with 
the  creed,  of  the  Greenback-Labor  party,  in  1875 
delivering  the  first  speech  ever  made  in  its  ad- 
vocacy in  Hartford.  In  1880  he  was  a  delegate 
to  the  convention  which  nominated  Gen.  Weaver 
for  the  presidency,  and  in  one  campaign  he  was  the 
Greenback  candidate  for  Connecticut's  chief  ex- 
ecutive chair.  In  1886  he  was  elected  town  clerk 
on  that  ticket  In  1896  he  was  an  ardent  supporter 
of  William  J.  Bryan,  and  made  speeches  in  his  be- 
half in  Connecticut  and  Xew  Jersey.  The  follow- 
ing is  extracted  from  a  paragraph  which  appeared 
in  the  Ncia  York  Siiii  at  the  time  of  his  death: 
"Mr.  Baldwin  had  been  identified  with  public  af- 
fairs for  a  long  time.  He  had  been  a  Greenbacker, 
and  was  the  Greenback  candidate  for  governor  of 
his  State  at  one  time.  He  followed  Blaine  through 
Maine  the  time  the  State  elected  a  Greenback  gov- 
ernor, and  to  him  more  than  to  any  other  man  was 
due  the  victory  of  the  party  in  that  State.  He  was 
an  ardent  Populist  of  late  years,  and  took  an  active 
part  in  the  St.  Louis  convention.  It  was  he  who 
got  on  his  feet  and  asked  the  gathering  to  use  their 
brains  instead  of  their  mouths."  As  an  orator  ^Ir. 
Baldwin  was  eloquent  and  fearless,  and  even  his 
opponents  always  heard  him  with  interest  and  re- 
spect. He  was  a  frequent  contributor  to  the  press, 
his  writings  always  showing  deep  research  and  men- 
tal qualities  of  a  high  order.  At  one  time  he  was 
connected  with  a  Xaugatuck  weekly  called  the  Agi- 
tator, devoted  to  the  interests  of  the  working  men, 
and  many  leading  papers  throughout  the  land  wel- 
comed articles  from  his  pen. 

On  May  29,  1875,  Mr.  Baldwin  married  Aliss 
Millicent,  a  daughter  of  Elijah  W.  Bingham,  of 
Middletown.  She  and  their  three  children,  May 
E.,  Florence  J.  and  Seth  W.,  survive  him. 

FREDERICK  LeGRAXD  JACKSOX,  a  well- 
known  merchant  at  Stony  Creek,  has  won  more 
than  a  local  reputation  for  honest  goods  and  fair 
treatment,  and  by  his  plain  and  upright  methods 
of  doing  business  has  drawn  to  himself  a  very  de- 
sirable custom.  Mr.  Jackson  was  born  in  Durham, 
Conn.,  March  2,  i860,  and  is  a  son  of  Alfred  and 
Deborah  Ar.n  (Davis)  Jackson,  both  natives  of 
Connecticut,  the  former  of  Guilford,  and  the  latter 
of  Durham. 

John  Jackfon,  his  paternal  grandfather,  was  born 
in  Guilford,  where  he  lived  and  died,  having  fol- 
lowed the  vocation  of  farming  all  his  life.  Levi 
Davis,  the  maternal  grandfather  of  Frederick  L. 
Jackson,  was  also  a  farmer  in  Durham,  and  in  his 
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later  life  lie  removed  to  a  location  in  Susquehanna 
county,  Penn.,  where  he  spent  the  rest  of  his  hfe, 
dying  in  that  community. 

Alfred  Jackson,  the  fatlier  of  Frederick  L..  is  a 
farmer,  anil  has  his  home  in  Durham,  Conn.  There 
are  si.x  children  in  his  family:  Lillia  V.  (who 
married  iienry  Davis),  Andrew,  Frederick  L., 
Edith,  Mary  and  John. 

Frederick  LeGrand  Jackson  spent  his  boyhood 
days  in  Durham,  and  received  his  education  in  Dur- 
ham Academy.  Leavinc^  home  at  the  age  of  twenty 
years,  he  liecame  an  employe  in  the  general  store 
of  his  brother-in-law,  Henry  Davis,  and  remained 
with  him  nine  and  a  half  vears.  Mr.  Jackson  began 
business  for  himself  in  1891,  at  Stony  Creek,  after 
having  managed  the  establishment  of  Strong, 
Barnes  &  Hart,  for  about  a  year  and  a  half.  Pur- 
chasing the  stock  and  good  will  of  his  employers, 
he  solicited  the  patronage  of  the  public  in  his  own 
behalf,  and  from  the  first  made  a  decided  success 
in  his  business. 

On  June  8,  1892,  Mr.  Jackson  was  married  to 
Mary  F.,  a  daughter  of  Joseph  A.  and  Adeline  W. 
(Webster)  Terry,  of  Hartford.  Mr.  Jackson  is  a 
member  of  the  two  fraternal  societies  the  Knights 
of  Honor  and  the  Knights  of  Pythias.  In  politics 
he  is  a  Democrat. 

LYNDE  ROWLAND,  a  prominent  citizen  of 
Branford.  was  born  in  Old  Lyme,  New  London 
Co.,  Corn..  July  17,  1827,  son  of  Lynde  and  Susan 
Y.  (Greenfield)  Rowland,  and  grandson  of  Evi 
and  Caroline  (Chadwick)  Rowland.  He  comes  of 
good  old  Puritan  stock,  and  is  a  worthy  representa- 
tive of  the  best  ideals  and  principles  of  New  Eng- 
land. The  maternal  grandfather  of  Air.  Rowland, 
James  Greenfield,  who  was  a  shoe-maker  of  Old 
LvTne,  came  of  English  and  GeiTnan  extraction.  He 
was  a  soldier  in  the  war  of  1812.  Our  subject's 
father  was  a  sea  captain,  and  in  the  course  of  his 
professional  career  visited  all  the  great  seap<:)rts  of 
the  world.  He  died  Jan.  20,  1841,  aged  fifty-five 
years,  in  the  village  of  Old  Lyme,  shortly  after  the 
death  of  his  wife,  who  passed  away  Nov.  15,  1840. 
aged  forty-six  years.  Their  family  consisted  of 
four  children,  of  whom  the  eldest,  Edward,  who 
died  several  years  ago,  was  a  farmer  and  school 
teacher  bv  riccupation ;  he  married  Abigail  Lay,  and 
had  six  children.  Mary  Ann  died  Dec.  20,  1832, 
aged  two  vears,  six  months.  Abigail  G.  became  the 
wife  of  Andrew  L're,  a  farmer  and  merchant,  and 
had  five  children ;  she  died  in  1809. 

Lynde  Rowland,  whose  name  introduces  this 
sketch,  was  reared  in  the  village  of  Old  Lyme, 
where  he  spent  the  first  thirteen  and  a  half  years 
of  his  life,  at  the  end  of  which  time  he  was  bound 
crut  to  the  carriagemaker's  trade  for  seven  years  to 
William  F.  Cables,  of  New  London.  He  finished 
his  trade  in  Salem,  and  in  1846  removed  to  Leyden. 
Lewis  Co.,  N.  Y.,  where  he  embarked  in  the  maiuj- 
facture  of  horse  rakes,  butter  tubs,  cheese  boxes  and 


presses,  wagoi-.s.  turnings  for  builders,  and  other 
wooden  goods.  For  si.x  years  he  continued  in  busi- 
ness in  that  city,  and  in  1851  he  came  to  Branford. 
where  he  went  into  the  wagon  and  carriage  busi- 
ness, in  which  with  some  intermissions  he  con- 
tinued for  nearly  fifty  years.  In  1862  he  became 
the  proprietor  of  a  grocery  store  in  Branford,  v/hich 
remained  on  his  hands  for  nearly  a  year,  and  later 
he  had  another  for  about  the  same  length  of  time. 
For  a  time  he  was  also  interested  in  a  carriage  fac- 
.tory  in  the  city  of  New  York,  where  he  had  a  feed 
store  and  also  a  shoe  shop.  Mr.  Rowland  at  the 
present  time  is  extensively  interested  in  Branford 
real  estate,  owning  a  number  of  tenements  and  busi- 
ness buildings,  nineteen  in  all.  He  has  been  an 
active  and  progressive  business  man,  and  a  consider- 
able fortune  attests  his  industry  and  thrifty  manage- 
ment. 

Mr.  Rowland  was  married,  in  1862,  to  Amelia 
]M.,  daughter  of  William  Allport,  of  Bratiford,  and 
is  the  father  of  two  sons,  Lynde  W.  and  Wallace 
A.  Lynde  W.  was  born  July  13,  1863,  was  mar'ried 
May  2,  1888,  to  ]Minnie  Harrison,  and  resides  in 
Naugatuck.  Wallace  A.,  born  Feb.  20,  1870,  was 
married  Aug.  21,  1899,  to  Mattie  Parker,  and  has 
two  sons — Chester  R.,  born  Nov.  13,  1900;  and 
Lynde  Parker,  born  Sept.  6,  1901.  They  make  their 
home  in  Branford.  Politically  j\Ir.  Rowland  was 
a  Whig  in  early  life,  but  became  a  Republican  on 
the  formation  of  that  party.  In  his  younger  man- 
hood he  was  a  member  of  the  Odd  Fellows  in  New 
Haven. 

Mrs.  Rowland's  father,  \\'illiam  Allport,  was 
born  in  Birmingham.  England,  and  came  to  Amer- 
ica at  the  age  of  twenty-two.  In  Middletown  he 
married  Julia  Hudson,  and  they  had  six  children. 
Mr.  Allport  was  a  metal  patternmaker  by  trade. 
He  died  Nov.  16,  1889,  his  wife  on  Dec.  i,  1891. 

JOHN  AUGUSTUS  COOK  was  born  June  5. 
1859,  on  Center  street,  Wallingford,  a  son  of  Sam- 
uel Alerriman  Cook,  and  descends  from  the  Cook 
family  of  Herefordshire  and  County  Kent,  England. 
The  first  of  the  name  in  America  was  Henry  Cook, 
who  was  at  Plymouth,  Mass.,  before  1640,  and  there 
died.  He  had  four  sons :  John,  who  settled  at  Mid- 
dletown; Isaac,  of  Plymouth:  and  Henry  and  Sam- 
uel, who  came  to  New  Haven  county. 

Samuel  Cook  was  born  in  Plymouth,  and  in 
1663  came  to  New  Haven,  and  married  Hope  Par- 
ker, daughter  of  Edward  Parker.  May  2,  i656. 
They  located  in  Wallingford  in  1670,  on  what  i.-= 
now  known  as  Cook's  Hill.  Samuel  was  by  trade 
a  shoemaker  and  tanner,  and  he  owned  consideraljle 
lar.d.  He  filled  many  public  offices,  and  was  promi- 
nent in  churcli  affairs,  Iieing  one  of  the  organizers 
of  First  Church  of  Wallingford.  He  died  in  1702. 
After  the  death  of  his  first  wife,  Hope,  he  marrieil 
Mary  Rnlierts.  who  on  April  9,  1703,  married  Jere- 
miah Howe.  Sanuiel  Cook  was  the  father  of  tlu.- 
following    children :      Sanuiel,    mentioned    below  ; 
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jL>hii,  burn  Dec.  3.  i6fx):  Hanr.ali.  March  3,  i6~t  ; 
Isaac,  March  10,  1673  (died  April  7.  1673)  :  Mary, 
April  23,  1675  (married  Nathaniel  Ives):  Eliza- 
hfth,  Aug.  22.  1677  (died  young)  :  Juditli,  Feb.  29, 
1079  (married  Jeremiah  Howe,  .-\pril  20.  1704, 
and  died  the  same  da\)  :  Isaac,  Jan.  10,  1681  :  Jo- 
seph, Feb.  25,  1683;  Hope,  Sept.  27,  i68.''>  (mar- 
ried Joseph  Benham,  and  died  Jan.  30,  1731)- 
These  were  all  by  the  first  marriage,  and  by  the 
second  were  born  Israel,  May  8,  1692:  Mabel,  June 
30,  i<^)94:  Benjamin.  Ajjril  8,  I(xj7  (died  in  1717)  : 
Ephraim,  April  19.  1699;  Elizabeth,  Sept.  10,  1701 
(married  .Adam  ^Iott,  Aug.  28,   1717). 

Samuel  Cook,  son  of  Samuel  Cook,  was  born 
^larch  3,  1667,  in  New  Haven,  Conn.,  and  married 
Hannah  Ives  March  3,  1692.  She  was  a  daughter 
of  William  Ives,  and  died  May  29,  17 14.  He  mar- 
ried Elizalieth  Bedel,  of  Stratford,  for  his  second 
Avife,  and  after  a  life  devoted  to  farming,  died  Sept. 
18,  1725.  His  children  were  (i)  Hannah,  born  May 
28,  1693,  married  Jeremiah  Hull,  and  died  Nov. 
22,  1735:  (2)  Samuel,  mentioned  below;  (3)  Aaron, 
■born  Dec.  28,  1696,  died  Uct.  14,  1756;  (4)  Lydia, 
born  Jan.  13,  1699.  married  Oct.  12,  1738,  Daniel 
'  Dutton ;  (5)  Closes,  born  Jan.  4,  1700,  died  Dec. 
25,  1711;  (6)  Miriam,  born  Nov.  4.  1703,  married 
Benjamin  Curtis,  Dec.  12,  i~27;{y)  Thankful,  bom 
Dec.  24,  1705.  died  Aug.  19,  1714:  (8)  Esther, 
born  March  8,  1707,  married  .Abel  Yale,  July  22, 
1730;  (9)  Eunice,  born  Feb.  25,  1709;  (10)  Sus- 
annah, born  Sept.  5,  171 1,  married  Joseph  Cole, 
Dec.  I,  1735:  (II)  Hope  died.  Sept.  18,  1728. 
These  children  were  all  born  of  the  first  marriage. 
To  the  second  came  (12)  Moses,  born  Nov.  6.  1716; 
(13)  Thankful,  born  Nov.  14,  1718.  married  Ste- 
phen Hotchkiss,  Dec.  31.  1742:  (14)  .\saph,  born 
June  25,  1720;  (15)  Hannah,  born  Nov.  4,  1721, 
married  Zephaniah  Hull,  of  Cheshire. 

Samuel  Cook,  son  of  the  foregoing  Samuel,  was 
born  March  5,  1695,  became  a  wealthy  shipping 
merchant  from  New  Haven,  and  died  on  Thanks- 
giving Day,  Nov.  7,  1745,  leaving  an  estate  of 
$145,525,  as  recorded  in  the  probate  proceedings 
of  the  time.  He  was  buried  at  Cheshire,  where  a 
fine  altar  tomb  marks  his  resting  place.  His  bene- 
factions to  the  poor  were  remarkable  for  the  time. 
<')n  Feb.  8.  1721,  he  married  Hannah,  daughter  of 
Ebenezer  Lewis,  of  W'alhngford,  and  they  had  the 
following  children  :  ( i )  Hannah,  born  Dec.  22, 
1722,  married  Elnathan  Beach,  and  died  May-  18, 
1754;  (2)  Rhoda,  born  Oct.  22,  1724,  married  Ben- 
jamin Hitchcock,  of  Cheshire,  Feb.  7,  1745;  (3) 
Demaris,  born  November,  1726,  married  Rev.  Eben- 
ezer Boone.  Dec.  19,  1750.  and  removed  to  Ver- 
mont; (4)  Thaddeus  is  mentioned  below  :  (5)  Low- 
ly, born  May  15,  1730,  married  .Andrew  Hull,  of 
Cheshire,  Oct.  17,  1750,  and  became  the  mother  of 
General  Andrew  Hull,  of  Cheshire,  and  the  great- 
::jrandmother  of  Rear-.\dmiral  .\ndrow  Hull  Foote, 
"f  the  U.  S.  N. ;  (6'i  Samuel,  born  Nov.  16,  1733: 
i.7 )   Eunice,  born  June  29,    1735,  married  Samuel 


Hull,  of  Cheshire,  in  1765;  (8)  Levi,  born  Nov. 
10.  T-737''  ^nd  (9)  Aaron,  born  Nov.  30,  1739. 

;  Col.  Thaddeus  Cook,  son  of  Capt.  Samuel  and 
Hannah  (Lewis)  Cook,  born  in  Cheshire.  Sept.  10, 
1728,  was  a  soldier  in  the  Revolution  under 
Gen.  Gates.  He  lived  in  Cheshire,  where  he  was 
highly  respected,  and  where  he  died  Feb.  27,  1800. 
He  was  three  times  married.  His  first  wife,  Lois 
Beach,  was  a  daughter  of  Capt.  Elnathan  Beach, 
and  died  April  4,  1753,  at  the  age  of  twenty-one 
years.  For  his  second  wife  he  married  Sarah  Hall, 
who  was  born  in  Cheshire,  and  died  Sept.  5,  1774. 

'  His  third  wife,  Abigail,  survived  him  some  years. 
By  his  first  marriage  Col.  Cook  had  one  child, 
Lois,  born  April  i,  1753.  Mrs.  Sarah  (Hall)  Cook 
was  the  mother  of:  (i)  Sarah,  born  July  23,  1755, 
married  Dr.  Gould  Gift  Norton,  of  Cheshire,  and 
died  in  September,  1818;  (2)  Samuel,  born  in  1758; 

(3)  Seneca,  born  Jan.  15,  1761,  died  Feb.  26,  1776; 

(4)  Lucy,  born  in  1762,  married  Amos  Harrison 
Ives  in  1776,  and  died  February,  1836;  (5)  Thad- 
deus, born  Alay  3,  1764,  graduated  from  Yale  in 
1783,  and  died  Oct.  3,  1789;  (6)  Sally  married 
Nathan  Harrison,  of  North  Branford ;  and  (7) 
Clarissa  became  Mrs.  Hall,  and  had  one  daughter, 
Sukey. 

Samuel   Cook,   son  of   Col.   Thaddeus,   married 
Hilary  Kirkland,  a  daughter  of  Constant  Kirkland, 
of  Wallingford,  and  died  Sept.   24,   1824,  and  his 
'   widow  passed  away  March  10,  1839,  when  eighty- 
two  years  old.     Their  children  were  :   ( i )   Russell, 
:   born  Sept.  8,  1778,  married  a  Miss  Hall,  of  Che- 
'   shire.      (2)    Eunice,  Aug.  24,   1780,  married  Elias 
;  Ford,  Esq.,  of  Xaugatuck.     (3)  Harriet,  born  May 
17'  1785,  married  Ira  Yale,  of  Wallingford.      (4) 
j   Turhand  K.,  born  in  1787,  married  Catherine  Van 
Bryan,  of  Catskill,  N.  Y.     (5)   Samuel,  born  Feb. 
;  28,  1788,  married  Martha  Culver,  of  Wallingford. 
(6)    Thaddeus,  born   April  3,    1791,  married   four 
wives,  Julia  Cook   (who  had  one  daughter,  Julia, 
'   who  married  William   Francis  and  had  two  sons, 
{   William  and  John),  Sylvia  Hall  (who  had  a  daugh- 
ter, Catherine,  who  married  David  Hall,  and  had 
three  sons).  Thankful  Hall,  and  Martha  Hall  (who 
had  four  daughters :     Caroline,  who  married  Rev. 
ilr.  Paddock:  Sarah,  wife  of  O.  I.  Martin;  Emma, 
who  married  Edward  Cook,  and  has  two  children; 
and  Frances,  who  died  in  infancy).      (7)    George, 
born  April    17,    1794,   married   Lavinia   Culver,   of 
Wallingford.     (8)  Friend,  born  Nov.  i,  1797,  mar- 
ried Emilv   .Atwater,   of   Wallingford.      (9)    John, 
mentioned  below. 

John  Cook,  son  of  Samuel  and  grandfather  of 
John  Augustus,  was  born  on  Cook's  Hill,  Dec.  2, 
1799.  and  was  a  lifelong  farmer.  In  political  mat- 
ters he  was  a  Democrat,  and  stood  well  in  his  own 
community,  holding  at  different  times  local  offices 
of  trust  and  responsibility.  Belonging  to  St.  Paul's 
Church,  he  was  one  of  the  most  influential  mem- 
bers of  the  Episcopal  cotnmunion  in  this  region. 
On  June  25,   1S23,  he  married   Mary   Munson,  of 
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Nortliford,  now  Xorth  Ilranford.  who  Ijore  him 
the  following  children :  Samuel  Merriman  is  men- 
tioned below ;  Mary  Ann  married  Tiltou  E.  Doo- 
littie.  for  a  number  of  years  State's  Attorney  at 
New  Haven,  and  both  are  now  dead;  Ellen  Au- 
gusta married  Charles  X.  Jones,  of  W'allingford, 
and  is  now  deceased:  and  George  Delos  (deceased) 
married  Ella  Belle  Bullock,  of  W'allingford.  John 
Cook,  the  father  of  these,  passed  away  Jan.  i,  1858. 
at  the  age  of  fifty-eight  years. 

Samuel  Merriman  Cook  was  born  in  Walling- 
ford.  May  5.  1825,  on  what  is  known  as  Cook's 
Hill,  named  after  the  after  the  family  some  genera- 
tions ago.  On  April  27,  1847,  he  married  Sarah 
Ellen  Bartholomew,  daughter  of  Ira  and  Ernie 
(Hall)  Bartholomew.  To  this  union  were  born 
three  children:  Frank,  born  Jan.  25.  1854.  died 
July  II,  1884  (he  left  a  daughter,  who  married 
H.  L.  Ingraham )  :  John  Augustus :  and  Abbey 
Bartholomew,  Ixirn  Dec.  q,  1864,  married  Samuel 
E.  Hopkins,  of  X^augatuck. 

John  Augustus  Cook  was  educated  in  the  pub- 
lic school  of  Wallingford,  and  at  the  age  of  fifteen 
years  began  for  himself  a  small  express  business. 
This  he  has  built  up  by  close  attention  and  fine 
management  until  it  has  become  one  of  the  most 
considerable  establishments  of  the  day.  employing 
ten  men  steadily,  often  more,  and  using  about 
twenty-five  horses.  He  has  every  kind  of  a  vehicle 
needed  in  his  business,  and  has  one  of  the  most 
completely  equipped  stables  in  the  State.  Mr.  Cook 
has  contracts  for  teaming  and  hauling  with  several 
factories,  and  never  lacks  work.  In  1897  Mr.  Cook 
put  up  one  of  the  finest  and  most  modern  residences 
in  Wallingford. 

On  June  29,  1888.  Mr.  Cook  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Miss  Carrie  Mae  Chandler,  of  Galveston, 
Texas,  daughter  of  Charles  Henry  Chandler.  To 
this  union  was  born  Samuel  John  Cook,  Xov.  28. 
1889.  The  family  have  long  been  associated  with 
the  Congregational  Church,  and  take  an  active  in- 
terest in  its  work.  Politically  Mr.  Cook  is  a  Re- 
publican, but  devotes  more  time  to  his  private  af- 
fairs than  to  partisan  matters.  He  is  highly  es- 
teemed in  the  community  in  which  his  family  has 
been  represented  so  many  years. 

HENRY  WTLSOX  TYLER,  a  well-known  mill 
man  and  farmer  of  Wallingford.  makes  his  home 
at  what  is  known  as  Tvler's  Mills,  where  he  was 
born   Feb.    18,   1848. 

Mr.  Tyler  comes  of  a  family  notably  concerned 
with  the  affairs  of  New  Haven  county  for  manv 
years.  John  Tyler,  his  grandfather,  was  born  in 
the  town  of  Branford.  and  when  a  young  man  was 
a  sailor.  He  was  in  Boston  during  the  turbulent 
years  that  ushered  in  the  American  Revolution,  and 
was  one  of  the  "Indians"  who  threw  overboard 
the  tea  in  Boston  harbor.  During  the  bloody  years 
that  followed  he  was  very  active,  and  was  on  tlie 
vessel  that  brought  over  the  treaty  of  peace.    After 


giving  up  his  seafaring  life  Capt.  Tyler  removed  to 
that  part  of  Wallingford  near  the  line  of  the  town 

'  of  Branford,  and  bought  the  mills  now  known  as 
Tyler's  ^lills,  devoting  himself  to  the  mill  business 
with  his  son,  Ezra.  About  the  time  of  the  marriage 
of  this  son  John  Tyler  moved  back  to  Branford  and 
took  charge  of  a  mill  at  Mill  Plain.  There  lie  dieil. 
and  was  buried  in  Mill  Plain  cemetery.  He  married 
Ann    Rogers,  who    after    his    death    returned    ti> 

^  Wallingford.  and  lived  with  her  son  Ezra  at  the  old 
homestead,  where  she  died.  She  was  buried  in 
Branford.  by  the  side  of  her  husband. 

Ezra  Tyler,  the  son  referred  to,  and  the  father 
of  Henry  Wilson,  was  born  in  Branford  in  I79<.), 
and  came  to  Tyler's  Mills  in  company  with  his  par- 
ents in  1812.  Here  he  grew  up,  and  here  his  entire 
life  was  spent,  in  the  milling  business.     In  connec- 

;  tion  with  his  gristmill  he  had  a  sawmill,  and  owned 
and  fanned  a  large  tract  of  land.  Fie  was  one  of 
the  successful  men  of  his  day,  and  commanded  the 
hearty  and  unstinted  respect  and  confidence  of  all 
who  knew  him.    A  long  and  active  life  was  his,  and 

'  it  was  not  terminated  until  he  reached  the  age  of 
eighty-four  years.  A  member  of  the  Episcopal 
Church  for  many  years,  he  served  as  vestryman  and 
warden.  In  his  politics  he  was  a  Democrat,  but  did 
not  seek  for  office  or  gain,  and  was  a  good  citizen 
and  a  man  of  high  character  and  aims.     On  Sept. 

I    19,    1824,   he  married  Jenette'  Bates    (daughter  of 

j  Parker  I3ates),  who  was  born  April  27,  1806.  She 
was  the  mother  of  the  following  children :  ( i  ) 
George,  born  June  20,  1825.  lives  in  \\'oodbury  ;  (2  y 
Harvey,  born  March  9.  1827,  is  now  deceased;  (3* 

\  Elsie,  born  July  11,  1829,  married  ^vlunson  Rogers. 

!  and  both  are  deceased;  (4)  John,  born  Jan.  19, 
1832,  and  (5)  Ezra,  born  April  16,  1834,  are  de- 
ceased; (6)  Jenette,  born  May  13,  1836,  has  never 
married;  (7)  Angenora,  born  Dec.  8.  1838,  is  de- 
ceased; (8)  Miss  Lucretia  was  born  July  31,  1841  : 
(9)  Amanda,  born  March  17,  1844,  married  L. 
Lounsbury,  of  Soutlibury :  (10)  Emeline,  born 
March  5,  1846,  is  unmarried;  (11)  Henry  Wilson 
is  mentioned  below;    (12)    Ada  C,  born  Feb.  24, 

;  1850,  died  in  infancy.  Mrs.  Ezra  Tyler  died  on 
the  farm,  and  was  buried  in  Northford  cemetery. 

!  Mr.  Tyler  married  for  his  second  wife  Mary  Bates, 
a  sister  of  his  first  wife;  they  had  no  children.  ■ 

Henry  Wilson  Tyler  was  educated  in  the  district 
school,  and  worked  on  the  farm  and  in  the  mill  un- 
til he  attained  his  majority,  wdien  he  learned  the 
trade  of  carpenter  and  joiner.  For  a  number  of 
years  that   was  his  occupation,   but  later  he  came 

:  to  operate  part  of  the  farm  and  engaged  in  milling, 
and  has  become  one  of  the  solid  and  prosperous 
men  of  the  comnumit)'.  He  has  built  a  new  house 
on  his  place.  He  is  still  operating  the  mill,  and  in 
all  his  business  transactions  is  regarded  as  one  of 
the  squarest  men  of  the  community.  Mr.  Tyler 
was  married.'  in  X'ew  Preston.  Conn.,  to  Miss  Hat- 
tie  M.  Signor.  a  native  of  Roxbury,  this  State,  and 
a  daughter  of  John  Signor.    Six  children  have  come 
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lo  bless  tb.ii  union:  An^xiinr.T,  who  married 
Charles  Woliver  ;  Lydia  :  David  ;  John  ;  Minnie  : 
and  George.  ■Nlr.  Tyler  is  a  Democrat,  and  a  good 
citizen. 

WILLIAM  A.  BARXES  was  born  Xov.  i8, 
1S50,  at  Roxbiiry,  Conn.,  where  his  family  is  well 
known.  His  great-grandfather,  Jabez  Barnes,  who 
was  said  to  have  been  a  native  of  Wales,  was  a  sea- 
faring man.  and  it  is  supposed  died  at  sea.  His 
great-grandmother,  Martha  (Atkins),  a  native  of 
;Middletown,  Conn.,  lived  to  be  nearly  one  hundred 
years  old.  Ithanjar  Barnes,  our  subject's  grand- 
father, was  born  in  Middletown.  and  settled  in  1800 
at  Roxbury,  engaging  in  business  as  a  shoemaker 
and  saddler.  He  and  his  wife.  Ana  Thomas,  both 
lived  to  the  age  of  seventy.  She  was  born  in  either 
Roxbury  or  Woodbury.  Her  father.  Ebenezer 
Thomas,  is  said  to  have  been  a  captain  in  the  Revo- 
lutionary army ;  he  is  buried  in  Roxbury. 

George  Barnes,  our  subject's  father,  was  born 
Jan.  4,  1819,  in  Roxbury,  where  he  has  spent  his 
life.  After  receiving  a  common-school  education 
he  engaged  in  farming,  and  for  many  years  he  has 
been  interested  also  in  the  cattle  business.  As  a 
citizen  he  is  much  respected.  He  married  Julia 
Ailing,  \\'ho  died  aged  seventy-three  years.  She  was 
born  in  Woodbridge,  New  Haven  county,  daughter 
of  Philo  Ailing,  a  farmer,  who  attained  the  ad- 
vanced age  of  eighty  years :  her  mother,  Huldah 
(Lines),  died  in  early  womanhood.  leaving  a  large 
family  of  children.  George  and  Julia  Barnes  had 
six  children,  of  whom  five  are  living,  as  follows: 
Francis,  George  E.,  William  A.,  Catherine  A.  (now 
Mrs.  Xoble  Davenport)  and  Susan  (who  married 
Charles  B.  Minor.  In  the  maternal  line  our  sub- 
ject is  descended  from  ancestors  who  took  a  promi- 
nent part  in  the  Revolutionary  war  and  the  war 
of  1812,  and  Roger  Ailing  was  the  first  treasurer  of 
the  Colony  of  Xew  Haven. 

Our  subject  obtained  a  common-school  education 
in  his  native  town,  and  when  twenty  years  old  left 
home  to  learn  the  trade  of  carpenter  and  joiner  with 
Elliott  P.  Hine,  of  Southbury,  this  county.  After 
working  as  a  journeyman  in  Bridgeport  and  Water- 
bury  for  a  time  he  went  to  Ansonia,  in  1872,  but 
remained  only  two  years.  In  1876  he  returned  to 
make  his  permanent  home  there,  and  with  the  ex- 
ception of  one  winter  spent  in  Florida  in  1888  he 
has  since  resided  in  that  place.  During  the  first 
fifteen  years  he  was  in  the  contracting  business 
he  had  a  partner,  S.  B.  Bronson,  and  they  speedily 
acquired  a  large  patronage  in  their  line  in  the 
town,  putting  up  numerous  dwelling  houses  and 
other  buildings.  Since  ^Ir.  Bronson's  retirement 
our  subject  has  continued  alone  in  business. 

In  1877  Mr.  Barnes  married  Miss  ^lartha  Law- 
ton,  a  native  of  England,  and  daughter  of  Lewis 
and  Rachel  (Higginbntliam  t  Lawton.  Her  father, 
who  was  a  spinner  bv  tra'K'.  died  in  Ansonia  at 
the   age   of   seventv-five ;   her   mother   lived   to   be 


over  seventy  years  old.  They  reared  a  large  fani- 
ilv.  Our  subject  has  one  son,  George  L.,  who  is 
attending  school. 

Politically  Mr.  Barnes  is  a  Democrat,  and  he 
has  served  two  terms  as  a>se;sor,  two  years  as  dep- 
uty judge,  and  several  terms  as  a  grand  juror.  In 
1896  he  was  appointed  on  the  board  of  charities 
by  Mayor  Webster,  and  after  serving  the  term  of 
two  years  was  reappointed  bv  Mayor  lUirton.  10 
serve  until  1901.  In  i8ij8  he  was  chosen  president 
of  the  board,  to  serve  one  year.  He  is  a  number  of 
Christ  Church,  Ansonia,  of  which  he  has  been  a 
vestryman  for  a  number  of  years.  Fraternally  he 
is  identified  with  lieorge  Washington  Lodge,  Xo. 
78;  Mt.  \'ernon  Chapter,  Xo.  34.  R.  A.  'SI.;  and 
Xaugatuck  Lodge.  I.  O.  O.  F.,  of  Ansonia.  He 
belongs  to  the  Eagle  Hose  Company. 

GEORGE  BLACKSTOXE,  wholesale  oyster 
dealer  in  Xew  Haven,  was  born  in  Branford  on 
the  farm  where  he  now  resides,  Feb.  6,  1859,  ^  ^o" 
of  John  Adam  anil  Lucy  (Booth)  Blackstone. 
James  Blackstone,  his  paternal  grandfather,  was  a 
prominent  farmer  of  Branford,  in  whose  honor  his 
son,  Timothy  B.  Blackstone,  erected  the  Branford 
Library,  the  finest  in  Xew  England,  at  a  cost  of 
S'900,000,  for  the  maintenance  of  which  he  provided 
endowment  funds  of  $300,000. 

James  Blackstone  was  born  in  Branford,  where 
George  Blackstone  is  now  living,  in  1793,  where  he 
died.  He  married  Sarah  Beach.  The  first  ancestor 
of  this  familv  in  America  was  the  Rev.  William 
Blackstone.  a  graduate  in  161 7  from  Emanuel  Col- 
lege. Cambridge,  England,  who  was  thereafter 
given  Episcopal  ordination  in  England.  Xot  long 
after  his  ordination  he  embraced  the  Puritan  faith, 
left  his  native  coinitry,  and  sought  a  home  with 
the  first  settlers  of  Boston,  on  account  of  his  X'on- 
Conformist  principles.  He  was  the  first  settler  of 
Boston,  and  when  the  Pilgrims  arrived  he  was  al- 
ready on  the  ground.  The  Colony  records  show 
that  he  was  the  first  person  admitted  as  a  freeman 
of  the  new  government.  May  18,  1631.  John  (  i). 
his  only  son.  married  in  1692,  and  about  1713  moved 
to  Branford.  John  (2),  son  of  John  (i).  died  in 
Branford  Jan.  3,  1785,  at  the  age  of  eighty-six. 
John  (3),  son  of  John  (2),  was  born  in  I3ranford 
in  1731.  and  died  Aug.  10.  1816,  aged  eighty-five 
years.  Timothy,  son  of  John  (3),  was  born  in 
Branford  in  1766,  and  died  in  1849,  at  the  age  of 
eightv-three ;  he  was  the  father  of  James  Black- 
stone, who  was  born  in  1793.  and  died  Feb.  4,  1886. 
Thus  are  outlined  the  five  generations  who  have 
lived  and  died  on  the  homestead  of  George  Black- 
stone. 

John  A.  Blackstone  was  born  on  the  homestead 
where  he  passed  his  life,  engaged  in  farming,  and 
where  he  died  in  September.  1890,  at  the  age  of 
sixty-five  \ears.  He  married  Lucy  Booth,  who  died 
in  Xovembtr.  1880.  and  they  had  three  children: 
(i)  Adelaide,  who  married  Willis  P.  Ilopson;  (2) 


I 


1032 


COMMEMORATIVE   BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


Emmn,  wlio  married  Horatio  Pond,  and  has  one 
dauglucr,  Alice  LUackstunc ;  and  (3)  George.  The 
father  was  a  Republican,  but  not  active  in  politics. 

George  Blackstone  was  reared  on  the  fann  which 
has  been  his  lifelong  home,  and  obtained  his  edu- 
cation in  the  public  schools.  For  fifteen  years  he 
has  been  engaged  in  the  wholesale  oyster  business, 
proving  a  decided  success  in  this  line,  his  thorough 
knowledge'  of  the  business  and  his  honorable  and 
upright  ways  winning  and  retaining  a  good  custom. 

Mr.  Blackstone  was  married,  Dec.  27,  1899,  to 
Mrs.  Nellie  Valentine,  a  native  of  Branford,  and 
■daughter  of  Alexander  and  Eliza  J.  (Tottem)  Van 
Wie.  The  father,  who  was  born  in  Albany,  N.  Y., 
died  in  1898;  he  was  a  carriagemaker  by  trade,  and 
was  for  fifteen  years  superintendent  of  the  Bran- 
ford  Lock  ^\'orks.  He  was  a  Republican  politically. 
The  mother  is  still  living.  They  had  a  family  of 
.six  children:  John,  Xellie  (Mrs.  Blackstone),  Jane 
(deceased),  Charles,  Helena  (deceased)  and  Frank. 
By  her  former  husband  Mrs.  Blackstone  had  two 
•children,  \\'illiam  J.  and  Ethel  Lena.  yir.  Black- 
stone is  connected  with  the  Congregational  Church, 
-and  in  politics  is  a  Republican.  Mrs.  Blackstone 
is  a  member  of  the  Episcopal  Church.  They  are 
both  highly  respected  members  of  the  community, 
.and  are  much  esteemed  for  their  many  good  qual- 
ities. 

HENRY  J.  S^HTH,  president  of  the  Ansonia 
Lumber  Co.,  at  Ansonia.  is  one  of  the  representative 
citizens  of  that  town.  The  firm  of  which  he  is  the 
head  is  the  oldest  lumber  company  in  this  section, 
and  is  the  only  one  in  Ansonia.  their  convenient 
location  near  the  railroad  and  admirable  system  of 
business  enabling  them  to  meet  all  the  demands  of 
the  large  and  groxying  trade  in  that  locality. 

Mr.  Smith  was  born  Oct.  i.  183 1,  in  Oxford, 
this  county,  where  his  family  has  been  prominent 
from  an  early  day.  Isaac  Smith,  his  grandfather, 
also  a  native  of  the  town,  followed  -the  black- 
smith's trade  there  throughout  his  life,  and  died  at 
the  age  of  si.xty  years.  He  married  Sarah  Beards- 
ley,  who  died  aged  sixty-five  \ear5,  and  the}:  harl  a 
large  family  of  children. 

Philo  Smith,  our  subject's  father,  was  Iwrh  in 
Oxford,  and  spent  his  life  chiefly  in  the  Nauga- 
tuck  \^allcy.  He  was  a  fine  mechanic,  and  followed 
the  trades  of  carjienter,  millwright  and  bridge  Ijuild- 
er,  being  especialK'  noted  for  his  work  in  the  latter 
line.  His  death  occurred  at  the  advanced  age  of 
€ighty-onc  years.  Air.  Smith  married  Betsey  Lum, 
■vvho  was  born  on  Great  Hill,  daughter  of  Deacon 
Jonathan  and'  Charity  ( Frazier;  Lum,  and  died 
aged  fifty-eight  years.  She  was  one  of  a  family  of 
■eight  children,  none  of  whom  are  now  living.  Dea- 
con Liun  was  a  well-known  man  of  his  day  in  this 
section,  and  made  his  home  successively  at  Derby 
-or  Great  Hill.  \\'o(idburv  and  Oxford,  where  he 
<'ied  aged  sixty  years.  Mrs.  Lum  lived  to  be  over 
scventv  vears  old.     r)ur  subject's  parents  were  both 


devout  members  nf  the  Methodist  Church,  and  were 
much  esteemed  in  tlie  community.  They  had  tw(j 
children,  but  our  subject  was  the  only  one  that 
lived  to  maturity. 

Henry  J.  Smith's  early  years  were  spent  upon  a 
farm,  and  after  completing  a  course  in  the  district 
schools  he  attended  the  high  school  at  Birmingham. 
At  the  age  of  seventeen  he  began  to  serve  an  aj)- 
prenticesliip  at  Birmingham  as  a  carpenter  and 
joiner,  but  after  the  completion  of  his  apprentice- 
ship he  went  to  New  Haven  to  study  architecture 
with  the  late  Henry  Austin.  For  some  years  ho 
followed  that  profession  successfully  in  New  Haven, 
and  al>out  1861  he  removed  to  .\nsonia  and  enterecl 
the  employ  of  Capt.  John  Linclley,  then  postmaster, 
as  clerk  in  the  post  office  and  general  store.  In  i8''i4 
he  was  employed  by  Willis  &  Lewis  Hotchkiss.linn- 
ber  dealers,  as  clerk  and  bookkeeper,  this  arrange- 
ment continuing  until  the  organization  of  the  V\  .  & 
L.  Hotchkiss  Lumber  Co.,  when  he  was  made  secre- 
tary and  treasurer.  Ten  years  later  the  company 
was  merged  itito  the  Ansonia  Lumber  Co.,  and  Mr. 
Smith  served  as  treasurer  of  that  organization  until 
the  death  of  the  Hotchkiss  brothers,  when  he  be- 
came president  of  the  organizatioti.  He  is  also 
identified  prominently  with  other  business  mterests 
in  the  city,  and  is  now  vice-president  of  the  Ansonia 
Flour  &  Grain  Co.,  and  president  of  the  Savings 
Bank  of  Ansonia.  Politically  he  is  a  Republican, 
and  he  served  two  years  as  town  clerk  before  the 
separation  from  Derby,  and  four  years  as  selectman. 
When  the  city  was  first  organized  he  was  elected 
alderman  from  the  Fifth  ward,  and  he  did  effective 
work  as  a  member  of  the  first  board'  in  shaping 
municipal  affairs. 

In  1857  Air.  Smith  married  Miss  Susan  .\. 
Wheeler,  who  was  born  in  the  town  of  Monroe. 
Fairfield  county,  one  of  the  four  children  of  Samuel 
Wheeler  and  his  second  wife.  Sabra  (  Seeley).  Her 
father,  who  lived  to  the  age  of  eighty-five  years, 
was  a  lifelong  resident  of  ]\Ionroe,  where  he  fol- 
I  lowed  the  carpenter's  trade  in  connection  with 
1  farming.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Smith  have  one  son,  Sam- 
uel W.,  who  is  now  the  head  of  the  firm  of  S.  W. 
Smith  &  Co.,  druggists  of  Ansonia.  He  married 
Aliss  Mary  Fessenden,  and  they  have  had  four  chil- 
dren, of  whom  three  are  living:  Pauline,  Her.ry  J. 
and  Gertrude.  The  family  is  prominent  socially, 
and  is  identified  with  Immanuel  Church,  West  Side, 
our  subject  being  a  vestryman.  He  is  one  of  the 
well-known  Freemasons  of  this  section,  being  a 
member  of  George  Washingtoni  Lodge.  V.  &  .\. 
'SI. :  Mt.  \'ernon  Chapter.  R.  A.  M. :  and  the  \'eter- 
an  Masons'  Association. 

BENJAMIN  L.  BRONSON,  a  leading  agri- 
culturist of  Wolcott,  is  a  worthy  descendant  of  an 
old  and  honored  New  England  family,  which  was 
established  in  this  country  by  John  Bronson.  an  carlv 
settler  of  Cambridge,  Mass.  In  1636  he  came  with 
Rev.  Mr.  Hooker's  colony  to  Hartford,  Conn.,  and 
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i\-,-  fullowing  year  took  part  in  the  Pequot  war. 
lie  removed  to  what  is  now  Farmington,  Conn., 
ill  1641,  and  was  one  of  the  seven  pillars  of  the 
church,  which  was  organized  at  that  place  in  1652. 
He  died  Nov.  28,  1680.  His  children  were  Jacob, 
born  in  January,  1641 ;  John,  born  in  January,  1644; 
Isaac,  born  in  November,  1645  ;  ^lary ;  Abraham, 
a  resident  of  Lyme,  Conn.;  Dorcas,  wife  of  Stephen 
Hopkins;  and  Sarah. 

John  Bronson  (2 J  was  born  in  Hartford,  and 
removed  with  his  parents  to  Farmington.  but  later 
came  to  Alattatuck,  now  Waterbury,  where  he  spent 
the  remainder  of  his  life.  He  had  seven  children, 
whose  names  and  years  of  birth  were  as  follows : 
John  (3),  1670;  Sarah,  1672 :  Dorothy.  1675;  Eben- 
e?er.  1677;  \Villiam,  1682;  Moses,  1686;  and  Grace, 
1689. 

John  Bronson  (3)  was  born  in  Waterbury,  in 
1670,  and  there  grew  to  manhood,  but  subsequently 
he  removed  to  Southington,  Conn.,  where  he  spent 
the  remainder  of  his  life.  In  January.  1697,  he 
married  Rachel  Buck,  of  Wethersfield,  Conn.,  and 
to.  them  were  liorn  the  following  children :  John', 
Nov.  21,  1698;  David,  Aug.  9,  1704:  Jonathan, 
May  14,  1706;  Joseph,  June  15,  1708;  Rachel,  July 
6.   1710;   ^lary,  Jan.  30,   1712;  and  James,   Nov. 

^9-  1713- 

Jonathan  Bronson.  son  of  John  (3).  spent  his 
entire  life  in  Southington,  dying  there  Aug.  20, 
1751.  He  was  married.  May  17,  1732,  and  had  ten 
children:  Asahel.  born  Oct.  25,  1733;  John,  in 
1735;  Ann,  :March  30,  1737:  Abigail.  Feb.  18. 
1739;  Jonathan,  Dec.  24,  1740;  a  son  (who  died 
unnamed),  Jan.  20,  1743:  Zadac,  Aug.  7,  1745; 
Huldah.  April  18,  1747;  Lois.  Jan.  6,  1749;  and 
Isaac.  June  20,  1751. 

John  Bronson,  son  of  Jonathan,  was  born  and 
reared  in  Southington,  and  when  a  young  man  came 
to  Wolcott,  where  he  owned  a  farm.  He  was  a 
liard  working  man  and  made  farming  his  life  occu- 
pation. He  died  Nov.  10.  1838,  at  the  age  of  103 
years,  3  months  and  25  days,  and  was  buried  in 
\\'olcott.  On  March  30,  1758,  he  married  Sarah 
Barnes,  who  was  born  Sept.  27.  1732.  and  died 
Dec.  17,  1804.  For  his  second  wife  he  married 
Mrs.  Curtis  Hall.  Fie  had  six  children:  Joel,  who 
was  born  March  9,  1759,  and  lived  in  Burlington, 
Conn. ;  Isaac,  born  July  19,  1761  ;  Benjamin  Barnes, 
who  was  born  Aug.  19,  1763,  and  lived  in  South- 
ington;  Philenor.  who  was  baptized  April  21.  1766; 
Hannah:  and  John,  born  Jan.  31,  1776. 

John  Bron.>im,  the  youngest  of  this  familv  and 
the  grandfather  of  our  subject,  was  a  lifelong  resi- 
dent of  Wolcott.  and  was  one  of  its  prominent  and 
intluential  citizens,  taking  an  active  part  in  town 
and  county  affairs  ^nd  doing  all  in  his  power  to 
promote  the  general  welfare.  He  was  a  soldier  of 
'he  war  of  1812.  He  married  Hannah  Root,  of 
f'armington.  (Totin..  who  was  born  Feb.  14.  1781. 
^I'jd  died  Feb.  24,  1853.  while  his  death  occurred 
Nov.  25,  1S66,  and  the  remains  of  both  were  interred 


at  Wolcott.  Their  children  were  .F.rvis  Root,  born 
April  5,   1808;  Sarah  Ann,  who  was  born  .April    i, 

181 1,  and  married  George  W.  Carter;  Stillman.  the 
i   father  of  our  subject;  Pitkin,  born  May  2,   1815; 

and  Sarah  Maria,  who  was  born  June  18,  1823,  and 
■  died  Sept.  5,   1827. 

Stillman  Bronson,  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born   on   the  old   homestead   in   Wolcott   Sept.    11, 

1812,  and  was  provided  with  a  good  district  school 
education.  He  followed  farming  on  the  place  owned 
b>  R.  Carter,  a  tract  of  150  acres,  upon  which  he 

i   made  many  improvements,  and  he  was  also  inter- 
I   ested  in  stock  raising.     His  political  support   was 
;  first  given  the  Whig  party  and  later  the  Republican 
party,  and  in  his  church  relations  he  was  a  Con- 
i   gregationalist.     A  man  of  industrious   habits,  up- 
j   right  and   honorable   in   all   his   dealings,   he  com- 
manded the  respect  and  confidence  of  all  with  whom 
he  came  in  contact,  and  was  held  in  high  regard. 
]   He  died  in  1891,  and  was  laid  to  rest  in  Northeast 
cemetery.     He  married  Charlotte  R.  Lindsley,  who 
was  born  Dec.  21,   1816,  a  daughter  of  Lud  and 
Hannah  (Gaylord)  Lindsley,  and  granddaup-hter  of 
Benjamin  and  Keturah  (Anger)  Lindsley,  of  Bris- 
tol.    She  is  still  living  with  our  subject  on  the  old 
homestead,  and  is  one  of  the  oldest  ladies  of  Wol- 
cott.    She  is  a  good,  consistent  Caristian,  and  pos- 
sesses an  excellent  memory\     Her  children  are  as 
follows:     Emerson  R.,  who  was  born   March  21, 
1841,  and  died  Feb.  21,   1846:  Lucy  S.,  who  was 
born  June  26,  1843.  and  was  married.  Oct.  31,  1867, 
to  Benjamin  C.  Lum,  now  of  New  Haven:  Harriet 
L.,  who  was  born  Dec.  7,  1844,  and  died  Nov.  10, 
.1869;  E.  Bruce,  who  was  born  Feb.' 23,  1847,  and 
died  Oct.  7,  1862:  Benjamin  L.,  our  subject,  who 
was   born   Julv    16,    1849;   Elliott,   who   w.'ls   born 
May  13,  185 1 :  Esther  L.  M.,  who  was  born  July 
16,  1854,  and  died  Oct.  25,  1869;  and  Edith  M.,  who 
was  born  Nov.    i,   i860,  married  Cornelius  Tracy 
and  resides  in  Waterbury. 

During  his  boyhood  Benjamin  L.  Bronson,  our 
subject,  attended  the  district  schools,  and.  as  soon 
as  large  enough  to  be  of  any  assistance,  he  began 
to  aid  in  the  operation  of  the  home  farm,  never 
leaving  the  parental  roof.  Since  his  father's  death 
he  has  entire  charge  of  the  place,  and  is  now  suc- 
cessfully engaged  in  dairy  and  general  farming, 
also  stock  raising.  Enterprising  and  public-spirited, 
he  takes  a  deep  interest  in  the  public  welfare,  and 
has  most  capably  and  satisfactorily  filled  the  of- 
fices of  selectman  and  member  of  the  board  of  re- 
lief. He  is  a  deacon  in  the  Congregational  Church, 
and  merits  and  receives  the  respect  and  esteem  of 
all  who  know  him. 

WILLIAM  E.  CL'RTISS,  a  veteran  of  the  Civil 
war,  is  a  leading  wagon  manufacturer  of  Ansonia, 
who,  of  late  years,  has  found  it  necessary  to  re- 
strict his  business  to  orders,  his  general  trade  ex- 
ceeding his  facilities.  Plis  shop  is  well  equipped 
for  all  kinds  of  work,  and  in  addition  to  the  man- 


I034 


COMMEMORATIVE   BIOGRAPHICAL   RECORD. 


ufrxture  of  wnc^ons  ho  cnrricv  on  a  general  busi- 
ness as  a  iiorse  sheer,  being  now  the  oldest  black- 
smith in  the  town.  As  a  self-made  man  and  a  most 
highly  esteemed  citizen  his  biography  will  be  of 
special  interest. 

Mr.  Curtiss  was  horn  May  28,  1850,  in  X'ew- 
town,  Conn.,  where  his  ancestors  were  early  set- 
tlers. Ezra  Curtiss,  our  subject's  gmndfather.  was 
a  farmer  in  Xewtown  and  lived  to  a  good  old  age. 
William  Curtiss,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was  born 
and  reared  at  the  old  homestead  in  Xewtown,  and 
learned  the  tinner's  trade,  which  he  followed  for 
some  years.  In  1862  he  enlisted  in  Co.  C,  17th 
Conn.  V.  I.,  as  a  private,  and 'he  died  in  the  service 
at  the  age  of  fifty  years.  His  wife,  Sarah  Fowler, 
a  native  of  Philadelphia,  died  aged  forty-five  years. 
They  had  six  children,  of  whom  five  are  living, 
as  follows :  Ellen,  who  married  David  Downs ; 
William  E..  who  has  been  twice  married:  Georgia 
F.,  deceased:  Theodore  .  D..  unmarried:  Katie 
E.,  who  married  Clarence  Clatchley :  and  Sylvia 
A.,  who  became  Mrs.  Soliday. 

The  early  education  of  \\illiam  E.  Curtiss  was 
secured  in  the  common  schools  of  Xewtown.  In 
1864,  at  the  age  of  fourteen,  he  enlisted  as  a  private 
in  the  Third  Battery,  and  served  until  the  close 
of  the  war,  much  of  the  time  having  been  spent  on 
the  breast  works  at  Petersburg.  Upon  his  return 
to  the  Xorth  in  1865,  he  learned  the  blacksmith's 
trade  in  Oxford.  X'ew  Haven  county,  serving  an 
apprenticeship  of  three  years  and  eleven  months 
with  Xicholas  French.  He  then  worked  as  a  jour- 
neyman for  a  short  time  for  Wesley  Cowan,  in  the 
town  of  Trufnbull,  but  later  returned  to  Oxford 
and  worked  two  years  for  Mr.  French,  when  the 
"freshet"  broke  up  the  business.  In  1875  he  lo- 
cated at  Arsonia,  and  after  working  one  year  for 
French  &  Mackey  he  engaged  in  business  with  Peter 
B.  Mackey,  continuing  two  years.  His  next  ven- 
ture was  the  opening  of  the  "Colburn  Shop,"  which 
he  conducted  three  years,  and  he  built  his  present 
shop  at  the  corner  of  Jackson  and  Holbrook  streets. 

Oct.  13,  1873.  ^^'■-  Curtiss  married  Miss  ]\Iartha 
Tuttle,  a  native  of  Huntington  and  daughter  of 
Marvin  Tuttle,  a  well  known  farmer.  She  was 
a  consistent  member  of  the  Methodist  Church  for 
some  years  previous  to  her  death,  which  occurred 
May  6,  1891,  at  the  age  of  thirty-seven.  C)n  Jiuie 
15,  1893,  Mr.  Curtiss  married  Miss  Zenia  E.  Burr, 
who  was  born  in  Southbury,  a  daughter  of  Erastus 
Burr,  a  prominent  citizen.  Mr.  Curtiss  has  two 
children,  both  by  the  first  marriage:  Edward  M., 
now  in  business  with  his  father,  mirried.  Oct.  12, 
■  1899,  Miss  Evelyn  T.  Braley,  daughter  of  Wesley 
Braley,  of  Derby.  Conn. ;  and  Xettie  C.  is  at  home. 
Politically  our  subject  is  a  stanch  Republican,  but 
his  only  ofificial  service  consisted  of  one  year  as 
constable.  In  his  religious  views  he  is  liberal, 
and  his  wife  belongs  to  the  Episcopal  Church.  Mr. 
Curtiss  is  actively  identillcd  with  a  number  of  fra- 
ternal  organizations,   including   the   K.   of   P.,   the 


A.  O.  U.  W'.,  an.l  T.  M.  Fvc.lshaw.  Post,  Xo.  75,  G. 
A.  R.,  in  which  he  now  holds  the  office  of  com- 
mander, and  has  held  other  positions  in  the  past. 


Among  the  en- 


CORXELIUS  W.  MUXSOX. 
ergetic,  enterprising  and  successful  citizens  of  Bea- 
con Falls,  none  stands  higher  in  public  esteem  thaa 
the  subject  of  this  sketch,  who  follows  both  car- 
pentering and  farming.  A  native  of  Xew  Haven 
county,  he  was  born  in  Waterbury  Sept.  14,  1846. 
and  is  the  only  child  of  Cornelius  and  Polly  (Wel- 
ton)  !Munson,  the  former  born  in  the  town  of 
Oxford,  the  latter  in  Waterbury.  In  early  life  the 
father  followed  the  occupation  of  farming,  but  later 
worked  as  a  mechanic  in  Waterbury,  where  he  died 
six  months  before  the  birth  of  our  subject.  He  was 
a  Whig  in  politics.  The  mother  died  Feb.  12,  1885, 
at  the  age  of  seventy  years. 

When  Cornelius  W.  Munson  was  five  years  old 
his  mother  married  again  and  removed  from  Water- 
bury to  a  farm  in  Wolcott,  where  he  grew  to  man- 
hood, his  education  being  acquired  in  the  schools 
'of  the  neighborhood.  Returning  to  Waterbury,  he 
learned  the  carpenter's  trade,  which  he  followed 
at  that  place  for  five  years,  and  then  came  to  what 
is  now  the  town  of  Beacon  Falls,  but  which  at  that 
time  was  known  as  Oxford,  where  he  worked  at  his 
trade  for  the  same  length  of  time.  The  following 
year  he  operated  his  step- father's  farm  in  Wolcott.. 
and  then  returned  to  Beacon  Falls,  where  he  has 
since  worked  at  his  trade  in  connection  with  farm- 
ing, owning  and  cultivating  a  valuable  place  of  135 
acres,  a  mile  and  a  half  from  the  village  of  Beacon 
Falls. 

On  Dec.  26.  1869.  Mr.  Munson  was  married 
to  ]\Iiss  Jennie  L.  Osborn,  a  native  of  Bethany,  this 
county,  and  a  daughter  of  George  and  Cynthia 
(Brooks)  Osborn,  well  known  farming  people.  Fra- 
ternally our  subject  is  a  member  of  Court  High 
Rock,  Foresters  of  America,  of  Beacon  Falls,  and 
religiously  is  a  member  of  the  Episcopal  Church. 
He  affiliates  with  the  Democratic  party,  and  for  the 
past  ten  years  has  been  a  selectman,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  a  year  or  two,  now  serving  as  first  se- 
lectman. He  is  also  a  member  of  the  school  board, 
has  filled  other  local  offices,  and  twice  represented 
his  town  in  the  State  Legislature  in  a  most  credit- 
able and  acceptable  manner.  He  is  genial,  courte- 
ous, enterprising  and  progressive,  of  commendable 
public  spirit,  and  reflects  credit  on  the  community 
which  has  honored  him  with  office. 

JOHX  E.  LUNDIX,  manager  and  treasurer  of 
the  X'augatuck  Co-Operative  Co.,  is  one  of  the  lead- 
ing and  influential  Swedish-American  citizens  of 
X'augatuck.  He  was  born  in  Lilla  Hestra,  Sweden, 
May  17.  1859.  and  is  a  son  of  Peter  and  Gustam 
('Magnuson)  Erickson,  natives  of  the  same  place. 
The  father  was  a  contractor  and  builder,  and  also 
a  farmer  in  the  old  country,  where  he  has  spent 
his  entire  life.     The  mother  died  in  January,  18S1. 
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Tlic  graiulfatlier  of  our  subject  was  an  agricult- 
urist, and  the  great-grandfather  was  a  soldier. 

John  E.  Lundin  is  the  eldest  in  a  family  of  seven 
children,  the  others  being  ]\Iary,  who  died  in  in- 
fancy; Joseph,  a  contractor  and  builder  in  Sweden; 
Mary  (2d),  wife  of  Alfred  Magnuson.  a  blacksmith 
of  Lafayette,  Ind. ;  Annie,  wife  of  ^I.  Peterson,  a 
farmer  of  Sweden ;  Sehna,  wife  of  August  Fredell ; 
and  Xathnael,  a  contractor,  builder  and  cabinet- 
maker, who  married  Hulda  Alagnuson. 

During  his  boyhood  JMr.  Lundin  attended  the 
common  schools  of  his  native  land,  and  when  his 
education  was  completed  worked  with  his  father  at 
the  carpenter's  trade.  In  the  spring  of  18S0  he 
bade  good-liy  to  home  and  friends,  and  came  to 
the  United  States,  first  locating  in  Pennsylvania, 
where  he  worked  as  a  laborer  for  a  time.  Removing 
to  Portland,  Conn.,  he  worked  in  a  shipyard  there 
for  one  season :  was  next  employed  in  a  clock  shop 
at  Thoniaston,  this  State,  one  winter;  and  for  two 
months  again  worked  in  the  same  shipyard  at  Port- 
land. In  1881  he  came  to  L'nion  City,  this  count}', 
and  was  in  the  emplo}'  of  W.  H.  K.  Godfrey,  a  man- 
ufacturer of  novelties,  for  a  few  months,  at  the  end 
of  which  time  he  secured  a  position  in  the  Xauga- 
tuck  Malleable  Iron  Foundr}-,  where  he  worked  for 
fourteen  years.  On  the  formation  of  the  Xaugatuck 
Co-Operative  Co.  he  became  manager  and  treasurer, 
and  is  still  filling  those  offices  to  the  entire  satis- 
faction of  the  company.  He  is  an  upright,  reliable 
business  man,  painstaking  and  energetic,  as  well  as 
progressive  and  enterprising,  and  to  these  char- 
acteristics may  be  attributed  his  success  in  life. 

Mr.  Lundin  was  married.  Dec.  24,  1881,  to  Miss 
Ida  C.  Johnson,  also  a  native  of  Sweden,  and  to 
them  have  been  born  two  children,  Alice  A.  and 
Ernest  E.  Our  subject  casts  his  ballot  with  the 
Republican  party,  but  takes  no  active  part  in  pol- 
itics, and  when  nominated  burgess  of  Xaugatuck 
refused  the  honor,  ijreferring  to  devote  his  undi- 
vided attention  to  his  business  interests.  He  has 
served  as  grand  juror,  however.  He  belongs  to  a 
local  Swedish  society,  and  is  a  prominent  member 
of  the  Swedish  Lutheran  Church  of  X'augatuck, 
which  he  was  instrumental  in  founding,  and  in 
which  he  has  since  served  as  deacon  and  also  or- 
ganist   (gratuitously)    lor  many  years. 

CLAREXCE  WALES  WILLIAMS,  a  progres- 
sive and  enterprising  farmer  of  Cheshire,  X'ew  Ha- 
ven county,  was  born  in  Manchester.  Hartford  Co., 
Conn.,  March  IQ,  1842.  and  is  of  English  descent, 
being  a  lineal  descendant  in  the  eighth  generation 
of  Robert  Williams.  His  paternal  grandfather, 
William  Williams,  was  a  farmer  of  Lebanon,  Conn., 
where  he  was  born  Aug.  2,  1762.  He  was  a  soldier 
in  both  the  Revolutionary  war  and  the  war  of  1812. 
His  second  wife,  Lydia,  was  a  daughter  of  Joseph 
Loomis.  a  fanner  of  Lebanf^n.     Their  son. 

William  Chaimcev  Williams,  father  of  Clarence 
W.,  was  born  in  Lebanon  Oct.  22,,  iSoo,  and  was 


reared  and  educated  there.  He  became  quite  a 
prominent  physician  and  surgeon  at  Manchester, 
Hartford  county,  where  he  continued  in  practice  up 
to  the  time  of  his  death,  which  occurred  Oct.  6, 
1857.  In  Abhford,  Conn.,  he  married  Julia  White 
Cook,  a  native  of  that  place,  who  died  in  Han- 
ford  July  19.  1875.  at  the  age  of  sixty-seven.  To 
them  were  born  four  children,  namely:  William 
C,  a  physician,  who  died  in  Cheshire  in  1895  ;  Aaron 
W.  C.,  a  resident  of  Hartford,  who  is  connected 
v.'ith  the  Capewell  Horse  Xail  Co. ;  Julia  Elizabeth, 
who  married  H.  C.  Burgess,  and  died  in  Aliddle- 
town,  Conn.;  and  Clarence  Wales.  Aaron  Cook, 
the  maternal  grandfather  of  our  subject,  was  a 
blacksmith  of  Ashford.  He  married  Elizabeth 
White,  and  to  them  were  born  two  children,  Julia 
\Vhite  and   Aaron. 

Clarence  Wales  Williams  received  his  educa- 
tion in  the  schools  of  Manchester,  Hartford  coun- 
ty, passing  his  boyhood  in  that  town.  He  has  al- 
ways followed  farming,  and  for  a  time  he  also 
worked  for  George  S.  Lincoln  &  Co.,  of  the  Phcenix 
Iron  Works  at  Hartford.  Since  1864  he  has  made 
his  home  in  Cheshire,  and  has  been  actively  identi- 
fied with,  its  agricultural  interests.  He  is  a  stanch 
supporter  of  the  Republican  partv.  and  has  most 
efficiently  served  as  district  or  school  committeeman. 

In  1864,  in  Cheshire,  Mr.  Williams  married  ]\Iiss 
Sarah  ElizaJieth  Booth,  a  native  of  that  town,  and 
a  daughter  of  X'athan  and  Sally  (Ives)  JBooth,  who 
were  also  born  there.  The  father,  who  was  a  civil 
engineer,  died  in  Cheshire  in  1886,  the  mother  in 
June.  1876.  In  their  family  were  four  children: 
Mary,  who  married  Horace  Brooks,  and  died  in 
Xew  Haven;  Ann,  who  died  unmarried;  Isaac,  who 
died  young;  and  Sarah  E.,  wife  of  our  subject. 
Mr.  and  ^ilrs.  Williams  have  one  child,  Elizabeth 
Booth,  who  was  born  in  Cheshire  July  13,  1865, 
and  is  now  the  wife  of  Samuel  L.  X^orton,  of 
Cheshire.  They  have  two  children — Birdsey,  now 
(1901)   nine  years  of  age;  and  Ruth,  aged  seven. 

JOSEPH  FREEBERG,  a  prominent  and  thor- 
oughly representative  Swedish  citizen  of  Branford, 
a  mold'er  by  trade,  was  born  July  26,  i860,  in 
Mossebo.  \'estergatand.  Sweden,  son  of  Andreas 
and  Sarah   (Peterson)   Freeberg. 

Mr.  Freeberg  was  reared  in  his  native  town,  re- 
maining there  until  he  reached  the  age  of  fifteen 
years,  and  received  a  somewhat  limited  education 
in  the  local  schools.  He  served  an  eight-year  ap- 
prenticeship at  the  trade  of  glass  blowing  in  the 
town  of  Alossebo,  and  in  Stenenge,  Halland,  Swe- 
den. When  his  apprenticeship  was  finished  and  hi.s 
trade  was  mastered  Mr.  Freeberg  determined  to 
-eek  a  new  liome  in  the  United  States,  where  so 
many  of  his  countrymen  had  tried  their  fortunes 
with  satisfactory  results.  Leaving  his  native  coun- 
try, he  landed  in  due  time  in  X'ew  York  City  ^ilay 
22.  1880.  and  thence  came  directly  to  Connecticut. 
For   a    time   he     followed   various   vocations,   and 
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-worked  in  dilYe'-ent  localities  until  iSSi,  when  he 
located  in  ^kleriden,  working  at  the  molder's  trade 
there  for  a  number  of  years,  This  was  his  voca- 
tion in  Naugatuck  and  Bridgeport,  Conn.,  and  at 
\\'ilmington,  Del.  In  iSqo  he  came  to  Branford, 
where  he  has  resided  to  the  present  time.  On  his 
arrival  there  he  secured  employment  in  the  Alalle- 
able  Iron  Works,  and  has  never  sought  another  sit- 
uation. 

Mr.  Freeberg  was  married.  JMarch  29,  1884,  to 
Anna,  daughter  of  Xels  Peter  Xelson.  of  Skone, 
Sweden,  and  has  one  daughter,  Josephine  Amelia. 
^Ir.  Freeberg  is  a  member  of  the  Swedish  Lutheran 
Church  of  Branford,  and  his  upright  character  and 
straightforward  integrity  are  highly  valued,  not 
only  by  his  associates  in  the  church,  but  by  all  who 
have  come  to  know  him  in  the  community.  He 
holds  membership  in  Centennial  Lodge,  Xo.  icx), 
I.  O.  O.  F.,  of  Xaugatuck :  the  Xew  England  Or- 
der of  Protection  ;  and  the  Molders  L^nion,  X'o.  82, 
■of  Branford.  In  politics  he  has  from  the  first 
•espoused  the  cause  of  the  Republican  party. 

WILLIAM  PATRICK  WILSOX,  M.  D.,  was 
"born  March  6,  1837.  in  Mortreal,  Canada,  a  son 
of  John  Wilson,  who  was  born  in  the  County  of 
Durham,  England,  and  who  married  Miss  Mary 
Ann  McCarthy  in  Z^Iontreal,  Canada.  Coming  to 
this  country,  he  enlifted  in  the  L'nion  army,  and 
-vva.-,  killed  at  the  battle  of  Fort  Fisher.  John  Wil- 
son was  a  man  of  extensive  military  experience, 
and  had  served  in  both  the  English  army  and  navy. 
At  the  time  of  his  enlistment  he  was  connected  with 
the  ^\"atertown  Arsenal.  He  was  sergeant  of  a 
company  in  the  12th  j\Iass.  \'olunteer  Cavalry  at 
the  time  of  his  death,  in  1864,  two  years  after  the 
lemoval   of  his   family  to   Boston   from   Montreal. 

William  Patrick  Wilson  obtained  his  early  edu- 
cation in  the  Boston  schools.  At  the  age  of  seven- 
teen he  began  the  study  of  music,  to  which  he  de- 
voted nearly  seven  years.  When  twenty-eight  years 
of  age  he  took  up  in  earnest  the  studv  of  medicine, 
to  which  he  had  long  been  inclining,  and  made  it 
"his  life  work.  For  two  years  his  brother,  John 
J.  Wilson,  a  well-known  physician  of  Bristol,  was 
his  preceptor,  and  in  1887  he  entered  the  College  of 
Piiysicians  and  Surgeons,  at  Baltimore,  from  which 
he  graduated  with  honor  in  March,  i8yo.  After 
three  months'  service  in  the  Baltimore  hospitals  he 
•came  to  Wallingford  to  engage  in  his  profession, 
and  in  a  surprisingly  brief  time  had  established  him- 
self in  the  confidence  and  respect  of  the  community. 
The  success  which  attended  him  in  several  exceed- 
ingly difficult  operations  did  much  to  make  him 
ki'.own  as  a  surgeon  of  high  merit. 

Dr.  Wilson  is  a  Democrat,  was  appointed  health 
officer  in  1895.  and  is  now  serving  his  second  term. 
In  i8r;»8  he  was  elected  school  visitor  for  three  years. 
He  is  a  member  rif  the  State  and  Coiirtv  Medical 
Societies,  and  is  enrolled  with  the  Hibernians, 
Knights  of  Columbus,  Ancient  Ortler  of  Foresters 


and  T.  A.  B.  In  religion  he  is  a  member  of  the 
Holy  Trinity  (Roman  Catholic)  Church.  He  is  a 
hard  student,  and  is  determined  to  keep  up  with 
his  profession  if  wide  reading  and  close  study  can 
avail.  In  youth  he  was  a  hard  student,  averaging 
fifteen  hours  a  day  with  his  books. 

Dr.  Wilson  was  married,  Oct.  9,  1895,  to  Miss 
Elizabeth  D.  Flynn.  of  Hartford,  daughter  of  Daniel 
Flynn,  one  of  the  leading  grocers  of  that  citv  for 
many  years.  Their  union  has.  been  blessed  with 
the  following  children:  William  Xorbert,  born 
July  21,  18(16;  Mary  Elizabeth.  Xov.  7,  1898:  and 
Rose  Genevieve,  April  29,  1900. 

AIRS.  CLARA  BEISIEGEL,  nee  Schwartz- 
weher,  is  well  known  and  highly  respected  through- 
out the  town  of  Woodbridge,  Xew  Haven  county, 
where  she  has  made  her  liome  for  almost  half  a 
century.  She  was  born  July  17,  1830,  in  Bavaria, 
Germany,  and  possesses  many  of  the  admirable 
characteristics  of  the  Teutonic  race  which  make 
them  so  thrifty  and  contented  a  people. 

Matthias  Sclnvartzweller,  the  father  of  Mrs. 
Beisiegel,  was  born  in  the  Province  of  Bavaria  in 
1798,  son  of  John,  and  Margaret  Schwartzweller, 
who  spent  their  entire  lives  there.  The  grandfather 
of  our  subject  was  an  extensive  farmer  and  proper- 
ty owner,  and  her  father  also  followed  agricultural 
pursuits  in  his  native  province  until  called  to  his 
final  rest,  in  1886.  He  married  Christina  Hans, 
who  was  born  in  Bavaria  in  1799.  and  died  in  1857. 
Mrs.  Beisiegel  is  the  eldest  of  their  children,  the 
others  being  Jacob,  wdio  remained  in  Germanv ; 
Mary,  wife  of  Frederick  Schlechtweg,  of  Bristol, 
Conn.;  Peter,  who  died  in  Bristol,  Conn.;  Adam, 
now  deceased,  who  was  a  resident  of  X'ew  York 
City;  Margaret,  who  married  Matthias  Glade,  and 
died  in  that  citv;  and  John,  who  also  died  in  X'ew 
York. 

Airs.  Beisiegel  was  reared  and  educated  in  her 
native  land,  and  in  1853  emigrated  to  the  L'nited 
States,  locating  in  Maine,  where  she  secured  em- 
ployment. Being  unable  to  give  up  thoughts  of 
the  Fatherland,  she  soon  returned  to  Germany,  but 
after  visiting  her  old  home  she  again  crossed  the 
ocean,  landing  in  Xew  York.  X'ot  long  afterward, 
at  the  age  of  twenty-six,  she  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Jacob  Beisiegel,  also  a  native  of  Germany, 
who  was  bom  Dec.  25,  1827,  in  Hessen-Darmstadt, 
son  of  Philip  and  Katlierine  ( Miller)  Beisiegel, 
who  had  thirteen  children.  Philip  Beisiegel.  father 
of  Jacob,  was  a  farmer  and  property  owner,  and 
was  engaged  in  agriculture  imtil  his  death,  which 
occurred  before  his  son  emigrated  to  this  country. 
Mrs.  Katherine  Beisiegel.  mother  of  Jacob,  came 
to  this  country  late  in  life  with  several  of  her  chil- 
dren, making  her  home  in  Buft'alo,  X.  Y..  until 
she  died,  at  the  age  of  seventy-nine  years.  Coming 
to  America  in  1854.  Mr.  Beisiegel  found  eniplov- 
ment  in  Red  Bank.  .\.  J.,  for  about  six  months,  and 
then  came  to  Woodbridge,  where  he  was  employed 
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on  a  farm  about  two  years.  He  next  went  to  Xew 
York  City  for  a  while,  was  married  there  in  Jan- 
uary, 1857,  and  with  his  wife  eame  to  W'oodbridsje, 
where  he  rented  a  small  farm.  In  i860  he  bouji^ht 
the  farm  situated  in  the  northwestern  part  of  the 
town,  near  Alilford  meadow.  In  1870  lie  also 
bought  the  Giles  Perkins  farm,  where  he  and  his 
wife  spent  the  greater  part  of  their  lives,  and  where 
his  youngest  son  now  lives.  Mr.  I'eisiegel  died 
Jan.  28,  1894.  He  was  a  Repi-blican  in  politics, 
and  always  manifested  a  lively  interest  relative  to 
the  welfare  of  the  town. 

To  Mr.  and  ]\Irs.  Beisiegel  were  b(;rn  children 
as  follows :  Mary  A.  is  the  wife  of  Albert  Liefeld, 
of  Xew  Haven,  and  they  have  two  chiklren ;  Kate 
is  a  trained  nurse,  having  taken  a  course  in  the 
Connecticut  Training  School  for  Nurses ;  Jacob,  a 
prominent  farmer  of  W'oodbridge,  is  represented 
elsewhere  in  this  volume:  Clara  is  the  wife  of  Ed- 
win Buhles,  of  Meriden,  now  '•esiding  in  Pasadena, 
Cal.,  and  has  one  child ;  Julia  is  the  wife  of  Charles 
Barker,  a  farmer  of  W'oodbridge,  and  they  have  two 
children;  Amelia  resides  with  her  mother;  John, 
born  July  19,  1867.  died  Feb.  24,  1876;  Frank  B. 
married  Grace  Baldwin,  of  Woodbridge,  and  they 
have  three  sons. 

Mrs.  Beisiegel  at  present  owns  a  valuable  farm 
of  seventy-six  acres  in  the  southern  part  of  the 
town,  and  she  has  displayed  excellent  business  and 
executive  ability  in  its  management.  Although 
seventy-one  years  of  age,  she  is  still  an  active 
worker  and  devotes  considerable  time  to  her  dairv 
and  to  vegetable  growing.  Her  familv  is  one  of 
prominence  in  Woodbridge,  and  nearlv  all  hold 
membership  in  either  the  Calvary  Baptist  Church 
of  New  Haven  or  the  Congregational  Church  of 
Woodbridge. 

WILLIAM  B.  BLACKMAN,  for  many  years  a 
successful  business  man  of  Ansonia,  was  born  Alay 
4,  1844,  in  Easton,  Conn.,  son  of  Harvey  and 
Phcebe  (Treadwell)  Blackman.  The  Blackman 
family  has  long  been  known  as  one  of  the  oldest  in 
this  section,  and  our  subject  traces  his  descent 
through  nine  generations  to  Rev.  Adam  Blackman, 
of  whom  Cotton  Mather  says :  "He  was  a  useful 
preacher  of  the  gospel,  first  in  Leicestershire  and 
then  in  Derbyshire,  England,"  and  was  the  first 
preacher  at  Stratford,  settling  there  in  1639.  Eb- 
enezer  Blackman,  grandson  of  Rev.  Adam  Black- 
man,  was  the  ancestor  of  the  Blackman  families 
of  Newtown  and  ^lonroe.  Jehiel  Blackman,  our 
subject's  grandfather,  was  a  farmer  in  Moru^oe, 
Conn.,  and  died  there. 

Harvey  Blackman,  who  was  born  and  reared  in 
Monroe,  learned  the  blacksmith's  trade,  afterward 
following  business  pursuits  in  Connecticut,  and 
later  farming  in  Michigan.  He  died  in  Battle 
Creek.  Mich,  in  1888,  at  the  acre  of  sixty-eight.  In 
religious  faith  he  and  his  estimable  v.-ife  were  ^vleth- 
odists,  and  both  were  much  respected  among  their 


associates.  He  married  Pluebe  Treadwell,  who 
was  bom  in  Weston,  Conn.,  before  the  division  of 
the  town.  Her  father,  Daniel  H.  Treadwell,  who 
died  at  Easton  in  October,  1867,  at  the  age  of 
eighty-seven,  was  well  known  in  Fairfield  county, 
where  he  was  engaged  in  business  for  many  years 
as  a  builder  and  wheelwright.  Her  mother,  Han- 
nah (Lyon)  Treadwell,  was  a  native  of  Redding, 
and  died  at  Easton  in  July.  i86r,  aged  seventy- 
seven.  Mrs.  Phcebe  Blackman  died  at  Long  Hill, 
Trumbull,  in  November,  1S44,  at  the  age  of  twenty- 
four,  when  our  subject  was  but  six  months  old. 
She  was  the  youngest  in  a  family  of  four  children. 
The  last  survivor,  Sarah,  widow  of  Henry  Piatt, 
died  in  Bethel,  Conn.,  June  4,  1901,  aged  eighty- 
three. 

William  B.  Blackman  spei:t  his  early  years  in 
Easton,  and  attended  the  common  schools  until  he 
reached  the  age  of  fifteen.  Going  to  Ansonia,  he 
learned  the  plumber's  and  tinner's  trade  witli  Alar- 
tin  L.  Blackman,  with  whom  he  remained  a  little 
more  than  six  years.^  He  then  spent  four  years  in 
Derby  and  New  Haven,  and  eighteen  months  at 
various  points  in  Michigan  and  Indiana.  In  the 
fall  of  1871  he  returned  to  Connecticut,  and  for 
several  years  worked  as  a  journeyman  and  foreman 
in  Derby  and  Ansonia.  In  1879  he  started  in  busi- 
ness independently,  opening  a  shop  in  Main  street, 
Ansonia,  -where  he  remained  seventeen  years,  until 
1896,  when  he  built  a  shop  at  No.  4  Crescent  street. 
For  fourteen  years  of  the  seventeen  his  cousin, - 
Charles  M.  Piatt,  son  of  Henry  and  Sarah  Piatt, 
before  mentioned,  was  associated  with  him  in  busi- 
ness, under  the  firm  name  of  W.  B.  Blackman  & 
Co.  He  bought  out  Mr.  Piatt's  interest  in  1897. 
In  connection  with  plumbing  he  carried  on  con- 
tracting and  jobbing,  and  while  on  Main  street  the 
firm  had  a  large  store  and  dealt  in  stoves,  crockery, 
glassware,  tinware  and  house  furnishing  goods. 
With  one  exception  Air.  Blackman  was  in  business 
longer  in  this  line  than  any  one  else  in  the  city. 
In  1892  he  built  a  house  on  the  lot  adjoining  his 
shop,  and  his  residence  was  built  upon  the  same 
lot  in  1893.  Recently,  however,  Mr.  Blackman  sold 
his  h(5use  and  shop  in  Ansonia.  and  removed  his 
home  and  business  to  Torrington,  Conn.,  where  he 
is  associated  with  the  E.  A.  Perkins  Electric  Co., 
a  joint-stock  concern  doing  electrical  work,  plumb- 
ing, heating,  lighting,  etc.,  and  dealing  in  supplies. 
Air.  Blackman  is  superintendent  of  the  plumbing 
department. 

Politically  Air.  Blackman  has  affiliated  with  the 
Democratic  party,  but  he  believes  in  the  principles 
of  prohibition.  His  advice  has  always  been  valued 
in  local  affairs,  and  he  was  a  member  of  the  hoard 
of  relief  to  serve  until  1900.  Socially  he  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Order  of  tlie  Golden  Cross,  and  a  char- 
ter member  of  the  Knights  of  Honor  and  the  A. 
O.  IJ.  \\..  in  both  of  which  lie  has  passed  nearly 
all  the  chairs.  For  years  he  and  his  wife  have  been 
leading  members  of  the  Alethodist  Church,  in  whick 
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he  is  now  trustee,  and  liPis  ^vTvlm]  in  nearly  all  of 
the  offices  in  the  society  at  various  times,  including 
those  of  secretary,  lihrarian,  superintendent  and 
treasurer  of  the  Sunday-schiiol.  In  i8f'<>  Mr.  F.lack- 
nian  married  ^liss  Ella  J.  I'latt.  a  nati\e  of  Wash- 
ington, Conn.  Her  father,  John  T.  Piatt,  a  promi- 
nent member  of  the  Congregational  Church  at 
Washington,  is  now  eighty  years  of  aige.  He  is 
well  known  in  his  section,  where  he  has  been  en- 
gaged in  fanning  for  many  years  and  also  con- 
ducted a  stage  route  for  a  time.  Mrs.  Blackman's 
mother.  Sarah  (  Hopknr.s)  Piatt,  a  native  of  Mans- 
field, died  in  Washington  in  November,  1S94,  aged 
seventy-nine  years,  and  of  three  children  two  are 
living.  ;Mrs.  Blackman  and  a  sister.  Mrs.  Fannie 
E.  Fenn,  of  Washington,  Connecticut. 

•  HENRY  H.  GRIS\\'OLD.  of  North  Guilford, 
agriculturist,  is  a  lineal  descendant  of  [1]  Michael 
Griswold.  torn  in  1610,  the  first  of  that  name  in 
Wethersfield.  Hartford  Co.,  Conn.,  who  emigrated 
from  England  in  1645.  By  his_  wife.  Ann.  he  had 
the  following  children:  Thomas  B..  born  Oct.  22, 
1646;  Hester.  May  8,  1648:  Michael.  Feb.  14,  1652, 
died  young:  .Abigail.  June  8.  1655:  Isaac,  Sept.  30. 
1658,  married  Elizabeth  Bradley,  who  died  June  13, 
1727;  Jacob,  April  15.  1660.  died  July  28,  1737: 
Sarah,  Sept.  30,   1(562;  and  Michael.  Jan.  7,  1667. 

(II)  Thomas  B.  Griswold,  son  of  Michael,  was 
born  in  the.  town  of  Wethersfield,  and  died  there. 
He  married  Nov.  22.  1672,  Mary  (surname  un- 
known), and  to  them  were  born  five  children: 
Thomas,  Jan.  11.  1674.  married  Sarah  Bradley,  of 
Guilford,  and  died  there  Oct.  19,  1729  (he  was  the 
first  of  the  Griswold  family  in  Guilford )  :  Jacob, 
Feb.  5,  1676,  married  Abigail  Hand :  Martha,  Aug. 
20,  1678;  Michael.  Jan.  28,  i68i,  married  Mary 
Gilbert ;  and  Samuel. 

(III)  Samuel  Griswold.  of  the  above  mentioned 
children,  was  born  in  \Vethersfield.  On  March  11, 
1707,  he  married  Mary  Francis,  and  came  with 
his  wife  and  family  to  Guilford  in  1724,  passing  the 
rest  of  his  days  there,  and  dying  in  September.  1733. 
Twelve  children  were  born  to  them  as  follows : 
Alary,  born  July  20,  1708,  married  Silas  Crane; 
Samuel,  born  Feb.  7.  1710,  married  Hannah  .\lkins ; 
Jared,  Jan.  8,  1713;  Lucy,  Dec.  8,  1714:  Xehemiah, 
Aug..  12,  1716;  Jeremiah,  Feb.  8.  1718,  married 
Bashue  Howe;  mioses,  Nov.  2.  1719.  married  Ann 
Smithson,  and  died  Sept.  30,  1770;  John,  June  23, 
1721 ;  Alar}-,  June  2^,  1723,  married  John  Norton, 
of  Guilford  :Manus,  Sept.  4.  1727;  Aaron,  April 
6,   1729;  and   Sarah.  June  22.   1731. 

■  (IV)  Nehemiah  Griswold.  son  of  Samuel,  was 
born  in  Wethersfield.  and  in  boyhood  was  brought 
by  his  parents  to  Guilford,  where  he  was  reared.  He 
engaged  in  farming  in  North  Guilford,  and  died 
there  Dec.  31.  1787.  On  Jan.  23,  1745,  he  married 
Alan.-  Graves,  who  was  born  in  Guilford  Sept.  6, 
1716,  and  died  Nov.  2^.  i//(>.  a  daughter  of  Nathan- 
iel and  Elizabeth  ( Barnes  j  Graves,  of  Guilford.    To 


this  marriage  were  born  sc\  en  chil  Ircn :  Ruth, 
Sept.  23,  1745,  died  Sept.  29.  1748;  Arubah,  July  i, 
1747,  died  March  12,  1807;  Noah,  Oct.  24.  1749, 
married  Olive  Bishop,  and  died  in  1809;  Nathan, 
April  16,  1751  ;  Joel.  May  15,  1753.  died  "May  28, 
1802;  Zadoc;  and  Elizabeth,  wife  of  John  Dobill. 

(\')  Nathan  Griswold,  son  of  Nehemiah,  was 
born  in  North  Guilford,  and  died  Sept.  29,  1816. 
He  married  June  21,  1781,  Jerusha  Stone,  born  Feb. 
18,  1753,  and  died  in  North  Guilford  .\pril  18, 
1833,  a  ilnughter  of  Ebenezer  and  Sybil  (Leet) 
Stone.  Five  children  were  born  to  this  union : 
Jacob,  March  30,  1782;  Mary,  (Jet.  22,  1783,  mar- 
ried Noadiah  Norton,  and  died  Alay  8,  1858;  Will- 
iam, May  31,  1787,  married  first,  Sophia  Brown 
(who  died  April  28,  1829)  and  second,  September, 
1833,  Polly  Kelsey  (who  died  April  7.  1872),  and 
he  died  Feb.  28.  1863  :  Clarissa,  June  24.  1879,  died 
Feb.  28.  181 1  :  and  Betsey,  in  1792,  married  James 
Tyler,  and  settled  in  Cheshire.  N.  Y. 

(\T)  Jacob  Griswold.  grandfather  of  Henry 
Hill  Griswold.  was  bom  in  North  Guilford,  and 
died  there  Nov.  26.  1855.  He  married,  in  May, 
1805,  Obedience  Potter,  born  in  Branford.  Conn., 
Feb.  13.  1786.  and  died  Feb.  2j.  1872.  a  daughter 
of  Medad  Potter,  a  soldier  of  the  Revolutionary 
war,  and  a  blacksmith  by  occupation.  Three  chil- 
dren were  born  to  them:  Russell  Medad,  sketch 
of  whom  follows ;  Clarissa  Mehitabel,  July  18,  1814, 
married  to  Henry  H.  Hill ;  and  Janette  Adelia,  April 
30,  1822.  married  to  Martin  C.  Bishop.     Of  these, 

(VH)  Russell  Medad  Griswold.  father  of  Henry 
Hill  Griswold,  was  born  Feb.  15.  1806,  in  North 
Guilford,  where  he  received  a  common  school  edu- 
cation, and  he  also  took  a  course  at  Guilford  Acad- 
emy. He  was  a  lifelong  farmer  in  that  town,  and 
died  there  Aug.  31,  1865,  his  remains  being  interred 
in  North  Guilford  cemetery.  He  was  a  member  of 
the  Episcopal  Church,  in  politics  a  Democrat,  and 
was  a  man  well-known  and  highly  respected  as  a 
good  citizen,  a  loving  father  and  kind  husband. 

Air.  Griswold  was  twice  married,  first  time  on 
June  15,  1834,  to  Polly  F.  Hill,  born  Aug.  10.  1812, 
and  died  Dec.  6,  1857,  a  daughter  of  Henry  and 
Lucy  (Doolittle)  Hill.  Children  born  to  this  union: 
Dorcas  Augusta,  Alay  i,  1835,  died  Dec.  4,  1837; 
Frances  Dorcas.  Sept.  19.  1838.  married  Jerome 
Coan  and  died  Feb.  i,  1859;  Ellen  Frederica,  Alay 
24,  1843,  '^'^'^  Dec.  25,  1845  ;  Henry  Hill,  sketch 
of  whom  follows.  The  mother  of  these  died  Dec. 
6,  1857,  and  Nov.  24.  1859,  Air.  Griswold  married 
Mrs.  Emeline  W.  Parkhurst  born  July  19,  18 16,  and 
died  in  St.  Albans,  Vt..  July  31,  1872. 

(VIII)  Henry  Hill  Griswold.  whose  name  in- 
troduces this  sketch,  was  born  Dec.  15,  1847,  in 
North  Guilford,  and  was  educated  in  part  at  the 
district  schools  of  the  locality,  in  part  at  the  North 
Guilford  Academy,  followed  by  one  term  at  the 
Bryant  &  Stratton  Business  College.  Hartford. 
When  his  father  died,  our  subject  was  eighteen  years 
old,   and   from   that   time   he   conducted   the   home 
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Tariii  till  189T.  since  when  he  has  occnpietl  tlic 
Dudley  farm,  on  which  has  wife  was  born. 

On  Nov.  5,  1873,  Henry  H.  Griswold  married 
I'rances  S.  Dudley,  who  was  born  May  14,  1848. 
.Mr.  and  Mrs.  Griswold  are  members  of  the  Con- 
;.,'re.i,''ational  Church,  and  in  politics  he  is  independent. 
Well  known  and  highly  respected,  a  man  who  lives 
u])  to  the  "Golden  Rule,"  Mr.  Griswold  has  hosts 
of  friends  whose  esteem  he  justly  merits. 

Hill.  The  Hill  family,  intermarried  with  the 
Griswolds,  was  early  represented  in  Guilford,  and 
(i)  John  Hill,  the  first  of  the  name  in  that  town, 
came  to  America  from  Xorthamptonshire.  England, 
settling  in  Guilford  in  1654,  and  dying  there  June 
8,  1689.  His  first  wife,  Frances,  died  in  2\Iay,  i(>73, 
and  on  Sept.  23,  1675,  he  wedded  Catharine  Chalk- 
er,  bom  Sept.  8.  1657,  a  daughter  of  Alexander 
Chalker.  Children  bom  to  John  Hill :  John, 
James,  Sarah,  Elizabeth  and  Ann. 

(H)  John  Hill  married  Thankful  Stow,  who 
died  Nov.  18,  171 1;  he  passed  away  May  8,  1690. 
They  became  the  parents  of  children  as  follows : 
Mary,  born  May  8,  1671,  died  Aug.  24,  1671  ;  John, 
b<irn  July  18,  1672,  married  Hannah  Highland,  and 
died  Feb.  10,  1740:  Elizabeth,  born  Feb.  20,  1674, 
married  James  Ford:  r^Iary,  born  Feb.  i,  1676,  mar- 
ried Josiah  Rossiter,  and  died  July  14,  I73c»:  Hon. 
Samuel,  born  Feb.  21,  1678,  married  Huldah  Rug- 
gles,  and  died  May  28,  1752  :  Nathaniel,  born  April, 
1680,  died  Oct.  16,  1714;  and  James,  born  April, 
1682,  married  Mary  Fry,  and  died  March  25,  1715. 

(HI)  James  Hill,  born  April,  1682,  married 
Jan.  15,  1710,  Mary  Fn.-,  and  died  March  25, 
1715-  Three  children  were  born  to  them:  James, 
Sept.  28,  1712:  Lydia.  Sept.  9,  1713:  Mary,  Dec.  i, 
1715,  married  Eliphalet  Hall,  and  died  May  27, 
1762. 

(IV)  James  Hill,  maternal  great-grandfather  of 
Henry  Hill  Griswold,  died  Oct.  i,  1798.  He  mar- 
ried April  15,  1744,  Hannah  Nettleton,  who  was 
born  in  1724,  and  died  Nov.  26.  1821.  Twelve  chil- 
dren were  born  to  them:     Hannah,  born  April  14. 

1745,  married  Ahner   Hull:    S}-bil,    born    Oct.   10, 

1746,  married  Ezra  Parmelee :  Mercy,  born  Feb. 
2(1,  1748,  married  Absalom  Kelsey:  James,  born 
Nov.  30,  1749,  married  Eleanor  Hull:  Noah,  born 
Oct.  22,  1751,  married  Caroline  Parmelee:  John, 
born  Feb.  4,  1734.  died  in  the  Revolutionary  war, 
Aug.  5,  1777;  Thankful,  born  Feb.  9,  1756,  married 
Elias  Parmelee,  and  died  Oct.  9,  1790:  Selah,  born 
Feb.  3,  1758,  married  Sally  Turner:  Henry,  born 
July  27,  1761  :  Joseph,  born  April  15,  1765.  mar- 
ried Hester  Butler,  and  died  Sept.  28,  1840;  Ben- 
jamin (twin  brother  of  Joseph),  died  in  1849,  mar- 
ried Jennie  Stannard :  and  Mollv,  born  Feb.  20, 
17^)7." 

(  \'  I  Henry  Hill,  maternal  errandfather  of  Henrv 
H.  Griswold,  was  born  at  Killingworth.  ^liddlesex 
Co..  Cotm..  died  ^Nfarch  28,  1834.  He  married 
Lucy  Doolittle.  who  died  in  1S45,  and  f-'air  chil-' 
<lrcn   were  born   to  them:     Flenry   Hall,   May   21, 


'  iSio.  and  died  March  18,  1886,  :narried  Clarissa  ^I. 
!  Griswold ;  Polly  F.,  born  Aug.  lo,  1812,  married 
I  Russell  Medad  Griswold,  and  died  Dec.  6,  1857; 
John,  July  18,  1814.  died  same  year;  fohn,  March 
'  12,  1816,  and  died  Feb.  i,  1881',  married  Pollv  S. 
■  Willard. 

Dudley.  The  Dudle>-  family,  with  which  Mrs. 
Plenry  Hill  Griswold  is  connected,  ranks  among 
the  old-time  settlers  of  the  town  of  Guilford. 

Jared  Dudley,  son  of  Capt.  William,  grandson 

of  Joseph,  and  great-grandson  of  the  first  William 

i  Dudley,  was  born  Nov.   17,   1727,   in  the  town  of 

;  Guilford,  and  like  his  ancestors  was  a  lifelong  far- 

:  mer  and  prominent  citizen.     He  married  Dec.  25, 

1754,  Mary  Chittenden,  who  died  Nov.  18,  1821,  at 

the  patriarchal  age  of  ninety-two  years,  and  their 

I  children  were  as  follows:     Luther,  born  Sept.   16, 

j  1755;  Jared,  June  29,   1757;  Ruth,  Jan.  23,   1762, 

I  married  March  6,  1783,  John  Tyler ;' Eunice,  Sept. 

:  3,   1764,  married   Dec.   5,   1787,  Jonathan  Russell; 

;  Alabel,    March    10,    1767,   married   Davis   Ford,   of 

i  North  Branford,  Conn. 

Luther  Dudley,  great-grandfather  of  Mrs.  Gris- 
j  wold,  and  a  farmer  by  occupation,  was  born  in  Guil- 
I  ford  Sept.  16,  1755,  a  son  of  Jared  Dudley,  and 
;  died  Sept.  14,  1810.  He  married  Jan.  aj',  1779, 
I  2^Iary^  Chidsey,  who  died  April  8,  1827,  at  the  .age 
of  seventy-eight  years,  and  seven  children  were 
I  born  to  them:  Luther,  bom  Sept.  6,  1779,  died  at 
i  sea  Oct.  I,  1799;  Loveman,  born  July  7,  1781  ; 
i  Erastus,  May  9,  1783;  Nathan,  1785 ;' Frederick, 
!  1787,  died  Jan.  18,  1803,  being  crushed  to  death  by 
a  cart  wheel:  Olive,  I7<90,  settled  in  Alabama;  Pros- 
I  per,  Aug.  10,  1793. 

j         Erastus  Dudley,  grandfather  of  Mrs.  Griswold, 
j  was  bom  in  North  Guilford,  and  there  passed  his 
1  entire  life  in  agricultural  pursuits,  dying  June   11, 
'  1872,  and  buried  in  North  Guilford  cemetery.     He 
I  married,  July  2,  1806,  Ruth  Fowler,  who  died  Dec. 
.  2T^,  1863,  and  also  buried  in  North  Guilford.    Their 
}  children :     Mary  Louisa,  iKirn  April  4,   1807.  mar- 
ried Oct.  9,  1845,  William  Norton,  of  North  Guil- 
]  ford:   Fanny  Elvira,  bom  Sept.  23,   1808,  married 
I  Ira   I.   Fenn,   of  Lacon,   111. ;  James   Hervey,   bo_rn 
!  Nov.  4,   181 1  ;  Lois  Rossiter.  born  March  6,   1814, 
!  married  INIay  6,  1834,  Joel  Benton,  of  Mendon,  111.; 
Luther  Frederick   (twin  of  Lois,  but  born  the  day 
after),   March   7,    i8[4:   Ruth    Francis,   born   May 
I,    1816,   married   David    Bartlett,   April    12,    1839; 
Erastus  Franklin    (twin  of    Ruth    F.)  ;    Ebenezer 
Fowler,  April  20,   1819:  Nathan  Chidsey,  Feb.  23. 
1821  :  Abbie  Ann.  March  22.  1823,  married  David 
I  D.  Chittenden,  Aug.  22,  1844.     Of  these, 

Erastus  F.  Dudle\-,  father  of  Mrs.  Griswold.  all 
his  life  followed  agricultural  pursuits  on  the  farm 
:  whereon  our  subject.  Henrv  H.  (iriswold,  has  lived 
since  1891,  in  which  year  Erastus  died,  his  remains 
'  being  interred  in  North  Guilford  cemetery.  On  Jan. 
5.  1842,  in  North  Guilford,  he  married  Parnel  F. 
Chittenden,  daughter  of  Simon  Chittenilen,  and  chil- 
dren as  follows  were  born  to  them :     Louis  Frank- 
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lin.  born  X'ov.  8,  1S43.  inarrin!  I-^'lcii  Roue:  I-'rancts 
Selina,  born  .May  14,  1848,  uiarricd  Henry  II.  Gris- 
wold  Nov.  5,  1873;  and  Jane  Louisa,  born  Jan.  29, 
1855,  died  May  2,  1855. 

CHARLES  IVES  PARMELEE  was  born  in 
Wallingford,  Nov.  i,  1854,  a  son  of  Samuel  Blakes- 
lee  Parnielee,  who  was  born  on  North  Ehn  Street, 
WalHngford.  Aug.  9.  1824.  For  the  last  twenty- 
one  years  before  his  death  Samuel  B.  Parmelee  was 
a  traveling  salesman  for  Simpson,  Hall,  Miller  & 
Co.,  his  territory  being  mostly  in  the  West  and 
South.  In  politics  l-,c  was. a  Republican,  and  un- 
usually well  posted  on  the  topi-cs  of  the  day.  Of  a 
genial  and  companionable  nature  he  had  many 
friends  among  his  patrons.  Fratcrnallv  he  was  a 
Mason ;  in  religious  connection  a  member  of  the 
First  Congregational  Church.  On  Oct.  18,  1846.  he 
married  Miss  Lavinia  C.  Cook,  a  daughter  of  George 
Cook,  a  tavern  keeper  on  the  stage  route  between 
New  Haven  and  Hartford.  Their  children  were: 
Mary  C,  born  April  15,  1849.  died  unmarried 
March  3,  1893 ;  Charles  I. ;  and  Carrie  Belle,  boni 
Feb.  7,  i860,  married  O.  H.  D.  Fowler. 

Leander  Parmelee,  father  of  Samuel  Blakeslee, 
was  born  in  Killingworth,  where  the  Parmelee  fam- 
ily was  settled  from  an  early  period  in  the  history 
of  the  Colony.  He  was  a  farmer,  and  a  leading  man 
in  his  day.  For  twelve  years  he  was  high  shcrift  of 
New  Haven  county,  and  spent  the  greater  part  of 
his  life  in  Wallingford.  \\'hile  he  was  sheritt  it 
was  his  official  duty  to  hang  four  men.  His  funeral 
is  remembered  as  being  one  of  the  most  largely  at- 
tended ever  held  in  Wallingford.  He  was  father 
of  the  following  children :  Stephen  Ives  went  to 
California  where  he  died  when  twenty-one  years 
old ;  Charles  died  at  the  age  of  twenty-one  years : 
Samuel  B.  is  noted  above ;  Elizabeth  married  Lo- 
renzo Lewis,  of  Wallingford ;  and  Emily  married 
George  Cooley,  of  Meriden. 

Charles  I.  Parmelee  received  his  education  in  the 
schools  of  his  native  place,  was  a  student  for  a  year 
in  Cargill's  business  college,  about  the  same  time 
in  French's  Private  School  at  New  Haven,  and  for 
a  year  and  a  half  he  was  student  of  Claverack  Col- 
lege (The  Hudson  River  Institute).  Mr.  Parmelee 
was  now  about  twenty-one,  and  he  came  back  to 
Wallingford  to  take  charge  of  his  father's  farm  of 
125  acres,  and  a  tract  of  fifty-seven  acres,  which 
he  purchased  for  himself.  He  is  a  practical  and  suc- 
cessful farmer,  and  on  the  side  of  his  farm  that 
touches  the  town  he  is  proving  a  very  successful  real 
estate  dealer,  selling  off  a  number  of  building  lots 
which  have  been  improved  by  the  erection  of  many 
very  elegant  residences,  and  greatly  increasing  the 
value  of  his  entire  property.  For  thirteen  years 
Mr.  Parmelee  conducted  an  extensive  milk  route 
in  Walling-ford  whicl.  picved  very  remunerative, 
but  which  he  was  compelled  to  give  up  in  1896  on 
account  of  ill  health. 

Mr.  Parmelee  is  a  member  of  the  Grange,  and 


has  been  active  in  its  work  from  the  ti.me  of  its  or- 
ganization. He  is  a  member  of  the  First  Congre- 
gational Church,  while  his  wife  is  an  Episcopalian. 
In  politics  he  is  a  Republican,  but  he  has  never  been 
much  interested  in  partisan  affairs. 

On  Dec.  31,  187S,  Mr.  Parmelee  married  Miss 

Eliza  J.  Ives,  who  v.as  born  June  18,  1857,  daughter 

i  of  Othniel  Ives,  and  died  Oct.  14,  1890.  Twochil- 

I  dren  came  to  this  union:    Mildred  I.,  born  Jan.  11, 

1880,    and    Frances    CcX)k,    born    Feb.    21,     i88<). 

■  Charles  I.  Parmelee  was  married  Dec.  15,  1891,  to 

j  iliss  Edna  G.  Wooding,  a  daughter  of  Henry  Cal- 

I  vin  Wooding,  of  Wallingford.     To  this  union  were 

j  born  Hazel   Marian,    Oct.   10,   1895;    and    Samuel 

Blakeslee,  March  8,  1899. 

PHILO  BAILEY  NORTON,  the  popular  liv- 
eryman at  W'aterbury,  was  bom  Feb.  17,  1834,  in 
Goslien.  Litchfield  county,  this  state,  and  descends 
from  one  of  three  Norton  brothers  who  came  from 
England  prior  to  the  Revolutionary  war. 

Mr.  Norton's  grandfather,  great-grandfatlier 
and  great-great-grandfather  all  Iwre  the  Christian 
name  of  Stephen,  and  his  great-grandmother  was. 
named  Experience.  In  the  great-grandfather's 
fam.ily  were  four  sons  and  one  daugliter:  Jona- 
than, Stephen,  Ephraim,  one  son  who  was  killed 
in  the  Revolution  ( and  it  is  thought  that  Jonathan 
also  served  in  that  heroic  struggle),  and  Clarissa. 
The  great-grandfather  settled  in  Norfolk  in  I7U^. 
but  his  son  Stephen  was  born  in  Bristol  ir^  17O'), 
and  died  in  Norfolk  July  8,  1843.  The  latter,  who 
was  the  grandfather  of  our  subject,  married  Hannah 
McCoy,  a  native  of  Stonington,  Conn.,  born  Nov. 
25,  1773,  who  died  }>Iav  20.  1848.  To  this  union 
were  born  thirteen  children,  in  the  following  order: 
Anson,  Sept.  5.  1789;  Lavina,  Feb.  8,  1791  ;  Sarah, 
July  4,  1793;  E.xperience,  Aug.  i,  1796;  Amanda. 
June  30.  1798:  IMarina,  July  15,  1801  ;  Keziah. 
March  15.  1803:  Charles  L.,  Nov.  15,  1804;  Clar- 
issa, April  25.  1806:  Alson,  April  26.  1808;  Rile-.'. 
March  26,  1813;  L'riel,  Jan.  26,  1815;  and  .A.lbert, 
Nov.  16,  1818. 

Charles  L.  Norton,  father  uf  our  subject,  grew 
to  manhood  in  Norfolk,  where  he  married  Ann  ^L 
Bailey,  who  was  born  Feb.  23,  1806.  daughter  of 
Philo  Bailey.  After  their  marriage  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Norton  settled  in  Goshen,  where  their  children  were 
bom,  in  the  following  order:  Marie  E.,  May  12. 
1827;  Mary  Ann.  July  5,  1832;  Philo  B.,  the  sub- 
ject of  this  sketch  ;  Albert  C,  Nov.  i,  1838;  Charles 
L.,  .April  26,  1840;  and  Renuis  A.,  Dec.  23,  1844. 
Of  these,  the  first  born.  Marie  E.,  is  married  to 
Harvey  Johnson,  of  Norfolk,  Conn. ;  Mary  Ann  is- 
tbe  wife  of  Nelson  D.  Ford,  of  W"inchester ;  .Albert 
C.  is  in  Montville,  Ohio,  engaged  in  famiing: 
Charles  L.  is  associated  with  Philo  B.  in  the  livery 
business:  and  Remus  .-\..  who  formerly  conducted 
the  old  farm  in  Goshen,  is  now  retired.  The  par- 
ents of  this  family  later  in  life  retired  to  Win^ted 
to  a  farm,  uhere  Mrs.  Norton  died  Feb.  17,  i8i58. 
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and  Mr.  Norton  on  April  15,  1889.  He  was  a 
Democrat  in  politics,  was  a  very  prominent  man  in 
his  day,  and  was  tirst  selectman  of- Goshen  for  many 
years. 

Philo  B.  Norton,  the  subject  of  this  sketch, 
grew  to  manhood  on  the  home  farm,  on  which  he 
remained  until  Dec.  12,  1S59,  when  he  came  to 
W'atcrbury  and  entereil  into  his  present  business, 
beinc:  now  the  oldest  liveryman  in  the  city  and  own- 
ing the  best  equipped  barns,  as  well  as  large  blocks 
of  real  estate,  improved  and  unimproved.  On  Nov. 
5,  i860,  he  married  Miss  Nettie  Cebelia  Yale,  a 
daughter  of  Charles  Elihu  Yale,  and  a  sister  of 
John  B.  Yale,  whose  biography  will  be  found  in 
full  elsewhere.  One  daughter  came  to  bless  this 
union,  Juliette  S.,  now  the  wife  of  Joseph  Graham, 
who  resides  in  New  York  City.  In  politics  Air. 
Norton  is  a  Republican,  and  in  religion  a  Congrega- 
tionalist,  the  family  attending  the  Second  Congrega- 
tional Church.  He  is  universally  respected  for  his 
uniform  courtesy  and  his  inflexible  integrity  in 
business  transactions. 

GEORGE  STILLMAN  POND,  the  energetic 
and  capable  superintendent  of  the  supply  depart- 
ment of  the  Southern  New  England  Telephone  Co.. 
with  his  principal  office  at  New  Haven,  was  born  in 
Branford  July  12,  1S54.  and  is  a  son  of  Capt.  Jo- 
seph W.  and  Mary  (Hall)  Pond.  The  paternal 
grandparents  of  George  S.  Pond  were  Harvey  and 
Betsy  (Linsley)  Pond,  and  his  great-grandparents 
w^ere  Elias  and  Martha  (Howd)  Pond. 

On  the  Linsley  side  Mr.  Pond  is  a  descendant  of 
Ebenezer  Linsley,  who  was  a  native  of  Branford, 
and  who  married  Betsy  Cohan,  of  Guilford.  He 
was  a  son  of  Ebenezer  Linsley,  and  a  grandson  of 
Ebenezer  Linsley.  who  was  born  in  England  and 
was  one  of  the  pioneer  settlers  of  Branford.  The 
family  Bible  which  he  brought  from  England  is 
still  in  the  possession  of  Capt.  J.  W.  Pond,  who  is 
living- at  the  time  of  this  writing  (1901)  on  the 
old  family  homestead  at  Indian  Neck,  where  he  was 
bom  July  6,  1820.    ■ 

Har\-ey  Pond,  noted  above,  was  a  boatman  and 
coaster,  and  followed  the  water  all  his  life.  His 
children  were  Russell,  JoHeph  W.,  Harriet  and  Eliza 
A.   (who  married  Henry  Nichols). 

Capt.  Joseph  \V.  Pond  was  reared  in  Branford, 
where  he  has  always  resided.  For  sixty-six  seasons 
he  had  charge  of  a  pleasure  boat  on  Long  Island 
sound,  and  during  th.e  winter  months  was  engaged 
in  the  coasting  trade.  Capt.  Pond  was  twice  mar- 
ried. In  1845  he  wedded  Elvira  Averill,  who  died 
in  1851.  In  1852  he  married  ]\Iary  E.  Hall,  of 
the  city  of  New  York,  who  became  the  mother  of 
four  children :  George  S. :  Jarvis  A. ;  Elvira,  who 
married  George  Rice;  and  Mary  E.,  who  is  Mrs. 
Frank  Mackay. 

George  Stillman  Pond  was  reared  at  Branford, 
which  has  always  been  his  home.  He  obtained  his 
education  in  the  local  schools,  and  began  his  busi- 
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ness  career  Ijy  assisting  his  father  as  a  boatman. 
For  ten  seasons  he  was  captain  of  a  pleasure  boat 
on  Long  Island  Sound.  On  Sept.  i,  1883,  he  re- 
ceived his  appointment  to  the  position  he  now  holds, 
with  the  Southern  New  England  Telephone  Co., 
and  is  regarded  as  one  of  the  most  capable  and 
trustworthy  men  on  the  company's  staff. 

2vlr.  Pond  was  married,  Oct.  10,  1875,  to  Hattie 
J.,  a  daughter  of  James  F.  and  Harriet  (Plant) 
Morris,  of  Branford.  To  this  union  have  come 
three  children,  Harry  J.,  Walter  G.  and  Olive  H. 
Mr.  Pond  is  a  member  of  Widows  Sons  Lodge, 
No.  66,  F.  &  A.  M.  He  is  also  a  member  of 
Montowese  Lodge,  No.  184,  New  England  Order 
of  Protection,  of  which  he  is  warden.  In  his  po- 
litical relations  Mr.  Pond  is  a  Republican. 

CAPTAIN  ALFRED  J.  WOLFF,  foreman  in 
the  machine  department  of  the  Scovill  Alfg.  Co., 
Waterburv,  was  born  March  11,  i8s6,  in  Vossjes, 
France. 

Francis  F.  Wolff,  father  of  our  subject,  was- 
born  in  the  same  locality,  in  18 17,  and  came  to- 
the  United  States  in  1865,  making  his  first  New- 
World  home  in  Bridgeport,  Conn.,  where  he  found 
employment  as  a  blacksmith  on  the  Naugatuck  rail- 
road. From  there  he  removed  to  Waterburv,  and 
here  worked  for  the  Farrell  Foundry  Co.  up  to 
about  the  time  of  his  death  in  1870.  In  his  native 
land  he  had  married  Celestiiie  Wolff,  a  first  cousin, 
and  of  the  same  nativity,  and  three  children  were 
born  to  them :  Lucian,  Adrian,  and  Alfred  J.  Of 
these,  Lucian  is  a  machinist  with  the  Scovill  Mfg.. 
Co. :  and  Adrian  is  foreman  at  the  same  works.  The 
mother  passed  from  earth  in  1898. 

Alfred  J.  Wolff  was  ten  years  old  when  brought, 
by  his  parents  to  this  country  from  his  native  land,, 
and  received  his  education  in  part  at  Vosges,  France,, 
in  part  at  Bridgeport.  Conn.,  for  a  few  months,  then, 
in  1866,  coming  to  Waterbury,  where  he' finished  his. 
schooling.  Air.  Wolff'  now  entered  life  in  earnest, 
commencing  an  apprenticeship  to  the  tool-making 
trade  with  the  Scovill  Mfg.  Co.,  after  which  he 
worked  in  'New  York  two  years.  Then  returning 
to  Waterbury,  he  was  in  the  employ  of  the  Steele 
&  Johnson  Mfg.  Co.  In  1881  he  took  his  present 
position  with  the  Scovill  Mfg.  Co. 

On  Nov.  4,  1878,  Mr.  Wolff'  was  married  to 
Mary  Thompson,  of  Waterbury,  daughter  of  Rich- 
ard Thompson,  who  came  from  Ireland,  settling  in 
Waterbury.  The  chiklren  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wolff' 
are:  Alice,  Alfred,  Edward,  Joseph,  Sarah,  Grace 
and  Armand,  all  of  whom  are  living.  The  family 
are  members  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Church,  Sa- 
cred Heart  Parish. 

On  June  11,  1876.  Mr.  Wolff  enlisted  in  Com- 
pany G,  2nd  Regiment,  Connecticut  National 
Guard,  in  which  he  rose  through  the  grades  of 
Corporal  and  Sergeant  to  Second  Lieutenant,  re- 
ceiving his  commission  in  July,  1884.  On  June  -T, 
1S86,  he  was  commissioned  as  Captain.  At  the  hrcpk- 
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iiiij  '-lut  of  the  war  with  Spain,  Captain  \\'olt¥,  in 
accordance  with  orders  from  headquarters,  made 
all  preparations  for  service  with  his  comtnand,  hav- 
ing recruited  his  company  to  io6  men.  and,  liesides, 
having  a  nucleus  of  forty-five  enlisted  men  in  case 
it  became  necessary  to  form  an  additional  company. 
In  January.  1899,  Captain  Wolff  was,  at  his  request, 
placed  on  the  retired  list  of  the  Conn.  X.  G.  In 
politics  he  is  a  Democrat,  and  served  with  much  ac- 
ceptability on  the  board  of  finance  of  the  Center 
School  District,  being  chairman  thereof  for  five 
years.  Socially  he  is  affiliated  with  the  Foresters 
of  America,  the  Royal  Arcanum,  the  Woodmen  of 
the  World,  and  the  Knights  of  Columbus. 

JOHN  H.  GUERNSEY,  postmaster  of  Water- 
bury,  was  'born  in  Watertown,  Litchfield  Co., 
Conn.,  January  26,  1848,  and  traces  his  ancestry 
in  America  back  anterior  to  the  Revolution.  The 
first  Guernsey,  having  come  from  the  Isle  of 
Guernsey,  England,  settled  in  Old  Milford,  Conn., 
in  Colonial  days.  Many  of  the  early  Guernseys 
were  farmers,  but  all  were  men  of  brains,  pro- 
found thinkers,  and  of  deep  resources ;  they  were 
patriotic  to  the  core,  and  took  part  in  all  the  early 
struggles  of  the  Colonists  in  preserving  the  in- 
tegrity of  the  rights  of  the  British  crown,  but  when 
the  time  came  were  especially  conspicuous  in  the 
struggle  for  the  independence  of  the  States. 

John  J.  Guernsey,  father  of  John  H.,  was  bom 
Dec.  30,  1814,  in  the  same  house  in  Watertown  in 
which  his  son  was  born.  William  Guernsey,  fa- 
ther of  John  J.,  was  born  in  the  same  town,  Jan. 
25,  1784,  a  son  of  Abijah  Guernsey,  a  native  of 
the  same  place.  Joseph,  the  father  of  Abijah,  was 
born  in  Milford. 

William  Guernsey,  grandfather  of  Jolm  H.,  sub- 
ject of  this  sketch,  grew  to  manhood  in  Water- 
town.  His  mother,  who  bore  the  maiden  name  of 
Lucy  Bellamy,  was  a  daughter  of  Rev.  Joseph 
Bellamy,  who  graduated  from  Yale  College  in  1735, 
■was  famous  as  an  instructor  and  was  the  leading 
divine  of  his  day.  William  Guernsey  married  Han- 
nah Parker,  of  W^allingford,  settled  in  Watertown, 
and  there  reared  a  family  of  five  ciiildren,  viz.: 
John  J.,  father  of  subject;  Philena,  wdio  was  mar- 
ried to  S.  A.  Clock,  of  Litchfield,  Conn. ;  Xancy, 
who  was  married  to  Chester  Russell,  of  Waterbury ; 
Sherman,  who  was  a  veneer  sawyer,  was  a  resident 
of  Terrvville ;  and  a  daughter,  Rebecca,  who  died 
at  the  age  of  twenty,  unmarried.  This  family,  with 
the  exception  of  John  J.,  have  all  been  called  away, 
the  father  having  lived  to  be  eighty-one. 

John  J.  Guernsey  was  reared  a  farmer  and  grew 
to  manhood  in  Watertown.  He  marrieii  Mary  J. 
Schofield,  of  Stamford,  Conn.,  a  daughter  of  \\'ill- 
iam  Schofield,  one  of  the  oldest  residents  of  Fair- 
field county.  After  marriage  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Guern- 
sey continued  to  reside  in  Watertown  for  many 
vears,  but  finallv  reniMvcd  tn  Ch'-^hire.  They  be- 
came the  parents    of    eight    children,  as   follows : 


Sherman  was  a  farmer  and  died  in   Xew   Haven; 
i  Lyman  was  a  butcher  and  died  in  Cheshire ;  Re- 
becca is   the   widow   of   R.   C.    r>enjamin,   of   Xew 
Haven  ;  Truman  was  a  civil  engineer  and  dry  goods 
merchant,  and  clierl  in  Crawfordsville,  Ind.,  where 
1  he  was  engaged  in  business;  John  H.  is  mentioned 
{  below;  Almira,  deceased,  married  Henry  Hubbell, 
I  of  Cheshire ;  Lotta  married  John  Phillips ;  and  an 
1  infant  died  unnamed.     Of  the  above  named  chil- 
dren, Sherman,  Lyman  and  Truman  were  soldiers 
j  during  the  Civil  war,  and  two  of  them  were  taken 
prisoners,  but  were  subsequently  exchanged,  having 
I  fully  maintained  the  ancient  reputation  of  the  fam- 
ily for  military  valor.     In  jxjlitics  the  father  was 
first  a  Whig,  but  is  now  a  Republican  ;  in  religious 
faith  he  is  a  ]VIethodist.     He  and  his  wife  are  still 
living  at  this  writing,  January,    1902.     They  cele- 
brated their  golden   wedding  June  27,   1887. 

John  H.   Guernsey  lived  on  the  home  farm  at 
Waterbury   until   fifteen   years   of   age,   and   for   a 
short  time  resided  in  the  town  of  Prospect.     His 
education  was  acquired  at  the  old  district  school, 
j  and  he  was  an  ardent  student,  prolonging  his  stud- 
j  ies  far  into  the  night.     In  1871  he  settled  in  Water- 
i  bury,   where  he  first  entered   a  contractor's   office, 
and   for   four  years   kept   books,   drew   plans,   and 
acted  as  time-keeper ;  he  next  became  a  hardware 
clerk  for  D.   B.   Wilson,  with  whom  he  remained 
ten  years.     For  the  following  eight  years  he  con- 
ducted  a   most   prosperous    hardware   business   on 
his  own  account.     He  then   sold  out  and  devoted 
his  attention  to  life  insurance  until  Feb.   14,   1899, 
when  he  was  appointed  postmaster  of  W'aterbury, 
a  position  he  fills  in  the  most  satisfactory  manner 
to  the  public  and  to  the  government. 
I         In  1870  Mr.  Guernsey  was  united  in  matrimony 
!  with  Miss  Alice  E.  Wooding,  of  Prospect,  and  a 
]  daughter  of  \\'ales  L.  ^^'ooding,  who  is  a  descend- 
ant of  one  of  the  oldest  families  of  the  East.     No 
children  have  blessed  this  union.     In  politics   Mr. 
Guernsey  is  a  sound  Republican,  and  in  religion  he 
is  liberal.     Fraternally  he  is  a  Freemason  and  an 
j  Odd  Fellow  and  a  member  of  the  Union  League 
I  of  Connecticut.     Socially,  he  is  of  a  jovial,  h^ppy 
]  disposition,  with  a  kind  word  for  everybodv,  and  is 
i  by  everybody  held  in  the  highest  possible  esteem. 

JAMES  DYER  HOTCHKISS,  Ansonia.  Sam- 
uel Hotchkiss,  probably  of  Essex,  England  (the 
traditional  brother  of  John  of  Guilford,  Conn.), 
whose  name  was  written,  respectively,  Hodgke, 
Hodgkin,  Hotchkiss,  was  at  New  Haven  as  earlv 
as  1641.  In  Augiist,  1642.  he  married  Elizabeth 
Cleverly,  and  he  died  Dec.  28.  1663,  leaving  six 
children :  Jolm,  Samuel,  James,  Joshua,  Thomas 
and  Daniel.     Of  these. 

Ensign  Joshua  Hotchkiss.  the  fourth  son.  bom 

:    Sept.  16,  1651,  was  a  leading  man  at  Xew  Haven. 

He  was  twice  ("at  least)  married,  and  had  children 

as    follows:      Marw    Stephen.     Martha,    Priscilla, 

Abraham,  Desire,  Isaac  and  Jacob. 
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Deacon  Steplien  Hotchki.-s,  second  in  Josliua's 
family,  married,  at  Xe\v  Haven,  Dec.  12,  1704.  Eliz- 
iil)eth,  daughter  of  John  Sperry.  and  their  children 
were:  Joshua,  Elizabeth,  Mary,  Hannah.  Eliza- 
beth (2),  Gideon,  Stephen,  Silas,  Hannah.  Dath- 
shua,  Benjamin  and  >s'oah.     Of  these. 

Deacon  (.iideon  Hotchkiss.  born  Dec.  5.  1716. 
married  (first)  June  18,  1737.  .\nna  Crocket,  who 
died,  and  he  inarried  ( second )  Mabel,  daughter  of 
Isaac  Stiles,  of  Southbury.  He  settled  in  the  south- 
.  eastern  part  of  the  town  of  \\'aterbury  about  1736, 
and  when  the  Society  of  Salem  was  organized  he 
\vas  made  a  deacon  of  the  church :  was  one  of  the 
founders  and  active  supporters  of  the  church  and 
Society  of  Columbia  (now  Prospect)  ;  was  a  lead- 
ing man  of  the  town :  and  served  in  both  the  French 
and  Revolutionary-  wars.  He  died  Sept.  3,  1807, 
having  lived  to  see  105  grandcliildren,  155  great- 
grandchildren, and  four  of  the  fifth  generation.  His 
children,  nineteen  in  number,  were  as  follows: 
Jesse,  David,  Abraham,  Abraham  (2).  Gideon.  Hul- 
dah,  Anna,  Amos,  Submit.  Titus.  Eben.  Asahel. 
Benoni,  Mabel,  Phebe.  Stiles,  Olive,  Mellicent  and 
-Vmzi.     Of  these. 

Asahel  Hotchkiss.  born  Feb.  15,  1760.  married, 
March  22,  1781.  Sarah  Williams,  who  died  in  1794. 
<^^n  June  7,  1794,  he  married  Phebe  Merriman.  of 
Cheshire.  His  children  were  as  follows :  Sally, 
Curtis,  Dyer,  Esther,  Temperance,  Asahel,  Mar- 
cus and  Phebe  Maria.    Of  these. 

Dyer  Hotchkiss,  born  June  24,  1783.  died  Xov. 
14,  1862.  He  married,  June  12.  1809,  Orra  Pritch- 
ard,  born  Oct.  26,  17S3,  who  died  Xov.  19,  1872. 
Their  children  were:  Charles,  born  Feb.  23,  181 1  : 
Henry,  in  September.  1812;  Mary,  Sept.  4,  1814; 
Amos  H.,  April  18,  1816;  Sarah  E.,  in  June,  1820. 
Of  these, 

Charles  Hotchkiss  married  Electa  Brace  Jan.  3, 
1833,  and  had  children :  Edward,  Lucia,  Henry, 
Albert,-  Fidelia  and  Eugene,  all  married  and  resid- 
ing in  Torrington,  Conn.,  except  Lucia,  who  is  de- 
ceased, and  Albert,  in  X'ew  York  City.  The  father 
died  Xov.  14,  1897,  the  mother  in  September,  1884. 
He  was  a  deacon  in  the  Congregational  Church.  ■ 

Henry  Hotchkiss,  second  son  of  Dyer,  married, 
May  22,;  1835,  Rosetta  Beacher,  and  died  May  8, 
1893 ;  she  passed  away  May  14.  1897,  the  mother 
of  children  as  follows:  Franklin  A.,  a  farmer  in 
Cheshire;  Julius,  who  died  in  the  army  during  the 
Civil  war;  Ella,  who  married  Charles  Russell,  and 
lived  in  Plainville:  Hattie ;  Jennie,  ]\Irs.  Todd,  of 
East  Farms;  Libbie,  wife  of  Hooker  Hotchkiss.  of 
X'antucket ;  and  William,  who  married  Julia  Fen- 
ton,  and  is  living  in  Xew  Haven. 

Mary  Hotchkiss,  third  child  of  Dyer,  married, 
Oct.  2~,  1832,  Zenas  Potter,  who  died  in  1856. 
She  now  lives  with  her  first  child,  Ellen,  wife  of 
Fred  Candee,  in  Baldwin  avenue.  Waterbury.  She 
liad  two  other  children — Samuel,  who  died  young; 
and  .Vmclia,  married  to  Lutlier  Wilmot.  antl  resid- 


ing in  BaliKvin  avenue,  Waterbury  (they  have  a 
family ) . 

Amos  H.  Hotchkiss,  fourth  child  of  Dyer,  and 
the  father  of  our  subject,  is  mentioned  below. 

Sarah  E.  Hotchkiss,  fifth  child  of  Dyer,  married 
Harmon  Payne  June  11.  1843,  and  they  reside  at 
Bristol,  Conn.  They  had  three  children:  Martha 
married  Charles  E.  Russell,  and  lives  in  Bristol ; 
Maria  married  William  Cook,  and  lives  in  Walling- 
ford   (she  has  one  child)  ;  Orra  died  young. 

Amos  H.  Hotchkiss,  born  April  18,  1816,  mar- 
ried Sally  IMaria  Scott  Aug.  29,  1837,  and  they  had 
children  as  follows:     (i)   Martha  Ann,  born' June 

10,  1838.  died  Jan.  13.  1839;  (2)  Mary  Maria,  born 
April  18,  1841  :  (3)  Orra  Jane,  born  Sept.  22,  1843; 
(4)  James  Dyer,  a  sketch  of  whom  follows;  (5) 
Alice  Ruth,  born  in  September,  1846;  (6)  Ann 
Eliza,  born  Feb.  16,  1848;  (7)  Sarah  Rosette,  born 
July  7,  1849.  died  Aug.  2,  1890;  (8)  Marcie  Eliza- 
beth, born  Alay  30,  1851;  (9)  Esther  Ellen,  born 
Oct.  21,  1852;  and  (lOj  Edward  Amos,  born  June 

11,  1854.     Of  these, 

(2) Mary  ^L  was  married,  April  7,  1861.  to 
David  !Morse.  who  died  leaving  two  children.  Jane 
and  George  B.  Mrs.  Morse  lives  with  her  daugh- 
ter Jane,  w^ho  is  married  to  Thomas  Williams,  and 
resides  at  Buck's  Hill,  north  of  Waterbury.  (3) 
Orra  Jane  married  James  Magin,  a  farmer  of  the 
town  of  Bethany,  and  has  two  children — Lucia 
married  and  living  in  Rhode  Island :  and  William, 
at  home.  (5)  Alice  Ruth  married  Frank  Wedge, 
of  X'augatuck,  where  they  reside.  They  have  had 
cliildren — Alhe.  wife  of  Leander  A\'heeler  ( they 
have  three  children,  and  reside  in  Waterburv )  ; 
Josie;  Julia:  Elmore;  and  Chester,  who  resides  at 
home.  (6)  Ann  E.  married  Henry  Dudley,  and 
they  reside  in  Ansonia.  They  have  had  children  as 
follows — Amy,  who  married  Russell  Wheeler  and 
has  one  child  (they  live  in  Washington)  ;  Cora, 
who  married  Charles  Chad%vick  and  has  one  child 
(they  live  in  Ansonia)  ;  Stephen,  living  in  Brook- 
Ivm ;  Edward,  who  married  Alice  Seymour,  and  lives 
in  Derby;  and  Charles,  residing  at  home.  (7) 
Sarah  R.  married  Stephen  Johns,  and  died  Aug. 
2,  1890.  (8j  Marcie  E.  is  unmarried,  and  lives  in 
Xaugatuck.  (9)  Esther  E.  married  Edmon  Hoyt, 
of  Middlebury,  where  they  have  their  home :  they 
have  one  son.  Jay,  (  10)  Edward  A.  married  Jane 
Schofield,  and  they  live  at  the  old  home  in  X'auga- 
tuck ;  their  children,  all  yet  living  at  home,  are: 
Walter,  George.  Ida,  Tracey  and  Saraii.  Edward  A. 
is  a  past  X'.  G.  of  Centennial  Lodge,  Xo.  100,  I.  O. 
O.  F.,  of  Xaugatuck,  and  at  the  head  of  Beacon  Val- 
ley Grange,  in  which  he  is  an  active  worker.  .Xmos 
H.  Hotclikiss.  the  father  of  the  above  enumerated 
family  of  ten  children,  was  a  member  of  the  ti.  .\. 
R.  He  served  as  wagoner  in  the  23d  C.  \'.  I.  during 
the  Civil  war,  in  which  conflict  the  family  was  well 
represented,  his  brother  Henry  Hotchkiss,  now 
Lit  Torrington,  having  iieen  a  member  ot  the  baiuL 
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of  the  1st  C.  11.  A.;  Franklin  A.,  son  of  Henry, 
was  a  wagoner  in  Company  A,  20th  C  \  .  I. ; 
Julius,  son  of  Henry,  was  a  private  in  Company 
A,  20th  C.  V.  1.;  Charles  Russell,  who  married 
Ella,  eldest  daughter  of  Henry,  was  in  Company 
A,  20th  C.  V.  I. ;  Charles  E.  Russell,  who  married 
Martha .  Payne,  daughter  of  Mrs.  Sarah  E. 
(Hotchkiss)  Payne,  was  in  Company  A,  20th  C. 
V.  I. ;  James  D.,  whose  name  introduces  these  lines, 
served  in  Company  H,  8th  C.  \'.  I. ;  James  IMagin, 
his  brother-in-law,  also  served  in  the  20th  C.  V.  I. ; 
and  Henry  Dudley,  another  brother-in-law,  served 
in  the  59th  111.  V.  I. 

James  Dyer  Hotclil-ciss,  fourth  in  the  order  of 
birth  of  the  ten  children  of  Amos  H.  and  Sally  M. 
(Scott)  Hotclikiss,  and  the  subject  proper  of  this 
sketch,  was  born. Feb.  24,  1845,  in  Naugatuck,  and 
received  a  liberal  education  in  the  schools  of  the 
district.  On  Sept.  8,  1872,  he  married  Martha  E. 
Dougal,  and  afterward  removed  to  Ansonia,  in 
1875.  They  had  three  children :  William  D.  mar- 
ried Agnes  Mathews,  of  Waterbury,  and  has  one 
child,  Reba  May ;  they  live  in  Ansonia.  Albert  E. 
died  at  the  age  of  five  years.  Amos  L.  lives  at 
home. 

James  D.  Hotchkiss  is  a  member  of  the  F.  & 
A.  M.,  Shepherd's  Lodge,  Xo.  78,  of  Naugatuck ; 
a  P.  C.  of  Ansonia  Lodge,  No.  24,  K.  of  P. ;  a  P. 
C.  of  Thomas  ^L  Redshaw  Post,  No.  75;  and  past 
captain  of  William  B.  Wooster  Camp,  Xo.  25,  Sons 
of  Veterans,  located  in  Ansonia. 

ERWIN  J.  CRAWFORD,  an  influential  citi- 
zen of  West  Haven,  long  prominently  identified 
with  the  real  estate  and  insurance  interests  of  the 
town,  was  born  Jan.  22,  1843,  '"  Johnson,  Lamoille 
Co.,  Vt.,  a  son  of  Artemus  and  Ap'hia  (Hadley) 
Crawford. 

Artemus  Crawford  was  a  native  of  Franklin, 
N.  H.,  and  was  reared  upon  a  farm  in  that  State, 
thence  removing  to  \'ermont,  where  in  later  years 
he  became  a  silk  merchant,  driving  to  country 
stores,  carrying  his  goods  with  him.  In  1849  he 
was  smitten  with  the  "gold  fever,"  and  set  out  for 
California,  and,  as  he  was  never  heard  of  after- 
ward, it  is  believed  he  perished  en  route.  On  Jan 
15,  1841,  he  married  .\phia  Hadlev,  daughter  of 
Joseph  and  Achsah  (Wells)  Hadle}-.  The  latter, 
a  native  of  \'ermont,  lived  to  the  extraordinary 
age  of  ninety  years.  Mr.  Hadley  was  a  member  of 
a  family  known  among  the  early  pioneers  of  Mor- 
ristown,  ^'t.,  and  passed  his  life  there  and  in  the 
adjoining  towns,  following  farming.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Hadley  had  three  children :  Volney,  Orson  and 
Aphia  (our  subject's  mother).  To  Artemus  and 
Aphia  Crawford  were  born  two  children:  Ellen, 
who  married  Henry  Whiting,  at  present  a  judge 
of  the  city  court  in  Cripple  Creek,  Colo. ;  and  Er- 
win  J.     The  mother  died  Oct.  16,  1900. 

Erwin  J.  Crawford  came  from  \"ermont  to 
Middlefield,  Conn.,  when  a  voulii  of  eighteen  vears. 


There  he   worked   for   the   ^ilelrofiolitan   Wringing 
IMachine  Co.   for  a   few   years,  and  later  engaged 
in  the  wood-turning  business  on  his  own  account 
in   Middlefield,  \vhcre  for  eight  years  he  also  en- 
gaged in  farming  and  small  fruit  raising.     In  1S96 
he   engaged   in   business   as   a   real   estate   and   in- 
surance agent,  in  which  line  he  has  met  with  pro- 
nounced success,   representing    various    prominent 
companies.    He  has  erected  several  houses  in  West 
Haven.      On    ]May    11,    1864,    he   was   married    to 
Fanny  S.  Coe,  only  child  of  Alvin  B.  and  Harriet 
j   (Coe)    Coe,  of  iMiddleficld.     Mr.  Coe  was  one  of 
;  the  prominent  citizens  of  that  place,  being  a  manu- 
:  facturer  of  buttons,  a  director  in  three  banks  and 
I  a  stock  dealer.     Both  he  and  his  wife  are  deceased. 
j  he  dying  in   1S86,  at  the  age  of  seventy-five,  and 
I  she  in  1888,  in  her  seventy-first  year.     To  Mr.  and 
!  Mrs.  Crawford  two  children  have  been  born :  Maud. 
who  died  when  six  years  old;  and  Daisy,  who  is 
j  at  home. 

In  politics  Mr.  Crawford  is  a  stanch  Republi- 

I  can,  and  has  always  taken  an  active  interest  in  the 

;  work  of  the  party.     While  living  in  Middlefield  he 

was  chairman  of  the  town  committee,  and  in  1886 

I  was   elected  a  representative    of    the    Legislature. 

!  In  1888  he  removed  to  West  Haven,  where  he  soon 

attained   the    prominence   to   which   he   is    entitled, 

alike  through  native  ability  and  experience  in  pub- 

!  lie  life.     In  1890  he  was  elected  a  member  of  the 

board  of  wardens  and  burgesses,  and  in  1891  was 

chosen   warden.     He   was   re-elected   to   the   latter 

office,  annually,  fo.r  five  years,  and  since  1896  has 

<  served  the  town  as  tax  collector  for  a  year.     He 

I  still  retains  his  interest  in  his  party  organization, 

I  having  served    on    his    town  committee.     Socially 

;  Mr.  Crawford  is  a  member  of  the  Royal  Arcanum. 

'  He    and    his    family    are    members  of  the  M.  E. 

!  Church,  of  which    he    is    a    trustee;  he   formerly 

served  as  steward. 

EDWIN  HOBSON,  a  typical  representative  of 
the  industrial  interests  of  Wallingford,  where  he 
has  long  been  known  as  an  industrious  and  trust- 
worthy workman,  has  followed  the  trade  of  ^ie- 
sinkirig  and  mold-making  manv  years  in  this  com- 
munity, and'  is  highly  respected  both  as  a  mechanic 
and  a  citizen.  He  was  born  Oct.  28,  1821,  in  Shef- 
field, England,  where  his  father,  John  Hobson,  wa>  ' 
also  born. 

John  Hobson  was  also  a  diesinker.     He  spent 

the  greater  part  of  his  life  in  Birmingham,  where 

he  died,  and  he  is  remembered  as  an  upright  and 

honorable  man.     He  was  a  worthy  member  of  the 

]  Episcopal    Church.     Mr.    Hobson    married    Mary 

'   WTialey,  also  a  native  of  Shefifield,  England,  who 

I   came  to  this  country  after  the  death  of  her  hus- 

;  band,  locating  with  her  familv  in  ^leriden.     There 

i  she  died,  and  was  buried  in  W^allingford.     She  was 

the  mother  of  six  children:     Edwin;  Emma,  who 

died  yonng ;  Selina,  who  married  John  Hollicr.  <  f 

England;   William  Henr}-,  a   resident  of  Walling- 
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ti>rd ;  Sarah  Ann,  \vlu>  iiiarrifl  Thomas  Morton, 
ami  is  now  dead  ;  and  Persella,  who  married  Andrew 
Bailey,  and  is  now  deceased. 

Edwin    Hobson    received    his    education    in    the 
schools  of  his   native  country,   and   it   was   mostly 
acquired  before  he  reached  the  a^^e  of  ten  years,  at 
^\■hich   time   his   parents   removed   to   Birmingham, 
where  young  Edwin   was   set   to   learn   diesinking, 
modeling  and  designing  with  his  father.  He  worked 
with  him  until  he  was  of  age,  when  he  struck  out 
for  himself,  earning  at  that  tinjc  about  three  pounds 
a   week.     In    1866   he   came   to   this   country   with 
liis  wife  and  family,  embarking  June  10.  at  Liver- 
pool, in  the  steamship  "Royal  Standard."     He  se- 
cured a  position  at  his  trade  in  Newark.  X.  J.,  and 
the  following  year  came  to  W'allingford  to  take  a 
position  with  Simpson.  Hall  &  Miller,  in  whose  es- 
tablishment he  worked  for  more  than  a  third  of  a 
century  as  a   diesinker.   designer  and   moldmaker. 
Through  his  unusual  ability  in  his  work,  he  won 
for  himself  the  respect  of  his  associates  and  the  con- 
fidence of  the  firm,  as  well  as  the  respect  of  the 
community,  and  before  he  left  he  was  superintend- 
•ent  of  his  department.     Mr.  Hobson  possesses  much 
more  than  the  ordinary  taste  and  sensibility,  and 
lias  artistic  refinement  to  a  marked  degree.     By  his 
friends  he  is  termed  a  born  genius.     In  his  leisure 
licurs  he  has  made  several  violins  which  are  noted 
for  their  sweetness  of  tone  and  are  highly  prized 
ty  their  fortunate  possessors.     He  has  also  made 
several  pianos,  one  of  his  make  adorning  the  home 
of  Clarence  C.  Brown,  of  Wallingford.     Mr.  Hob- 
son has  always  been  a  careful  and  painstaking  man, 
and.  although  past  his  eightieth  year,  still  preserves 
his  lifelong  habits  of  industry  and  activity.     When 
not  engaged  in  diesinking,  he  may  be  found  in  his 
factory,  engaged  in  either  violin  or  piano  making, 
and  in  these  labors  his  whole  soul  is   inwrapped. 
Mr.  Hobson  is  a  good  violinist  and  plays  with  much 
skill  and  expression.     Affable  in  his  manners,  and 
a    good   conversationalist,    all    who    meet    him    are 
charmed   with   his   courtly   and   old-fashioned   hos- 
pitality. 

2\Ir.  Hobson  was  married.  July  12,  1846,  at  Birm- 
ingham. England,  to  ^Miss  Sarah  James,  daughter 
of  Thomas  and  Mary  (Mountford)  James;  her 
father  was  a  maker  of  silver  candlesticks.  To  this 
iinion  were  born  six  children :  ( i  )  Sarah  married 
William  J.  Hodgetts.  a  box  manufacturer  of  Wall- 
ingford. (2)  Rosana  married  George  W.  Wood- 
house,  a  painter,  of  Wallingford.  (3)  Mary  Ellen 
(Nellie)  is  unmarried,  and  is  living  at  home.  She 
is  an  artist  of  acknowledged  ability,  was  a  student 
for  five  years  at  the  Yale  .A.rt  School,  and  is  now 
teaching  painting.  (4)  Mark  Wallace  is  a  die- 
sinker  with  the  Simpson,  Hall  &  Miller  Co.,  and 
learned  his  trade  under  his  father's  instructions.  He 
married  Elizabeth  Valentine.  (5)  Arthur  Edwin 
is  a  diesinker,  and  is  superintendent  in  the  factorv 
«if  the  Internaiiunal  Silver  Co.,  at  ^Meridcn.  Pie 
married  Miss  Hattie  Church,  of  Wallingford.      (6) 


Florence  Elizabeth  married  Prof.  Frame  R.  C. 
Milcke,  the  noted  violinist  and  instructor.  Mrs. 
Milcke  is  a  vocalist  of  much  ability,  and  a  piano 
teacher  of  reputation.  She  designed  the  beautiful 
home  which  they  occupy  in  Wallingford,  and  to 
which  they  have  given  the  name  of  '"Craig  Nyth." 
Mr.  Hobson  is  a  Mason,  a  member  of  Compass 
Lodge,  No.  9,  F.  &  A.  M.  He  was  a  member  of 
theT.  O.  O.  F.  In  politics  he  is  a  Republican,  but 
largely  reserves  the  right  of  independent  action. 
In  religious  connection  he  is  a  member  of  the  Bap- 
tist Church.  He  has  led  an  industrious,  useful  life, 
and  has  reared 'a  family  second  to  none  in  the  com- 
munity. For  fifty-five  years  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hobson 
have  worked  happily  and  harmoniously  together ; 
she  is  a  lady  of  innate  refinement. 

W.  BURR  HALL,  a  well-known  resident  of 
Wallingford,  was  born  Dec.  16,  1845,  "^  Hamden, 
New  Haven  county,  son  of  William  Day  Hall. 

Mr.  Hall  is  a  descendant  of  John  Hall,  who 
died  in  1676,  aged  seventy-one  years.  He  married 
Jane  Woolen,  and  they  had  children:  John,  Rich- 
ard, Samuel,  Sarah,  Thomas,  Jonathan  and  David. 

(II)  Samuel  Hall,  son  of  John,  born  May  21, 
1646,  died  March  5,  1725.  He  married  Hannah 
\\'alker,  and  their  children  were:  John,  Hannah, 
:?arah,   Samuel,  Theophilus  and  Elizabeth. 

(HI)  Samuel  Hall  (2),  son  of  Samuel,  born 
Dec.  10,  1680,  died  June  13,  1770.  He  married 
iiannah  Hall,  and  their  children  were :  Theoph- 
ilus, Samuel,  Hannah,  Sarah,  Alehitable  and  Es- 
ther. 

(IV)  Samuel  Hall  (3),  son  of  Samuel  (2), 
was  born  June  8,  1709,  and  died  Dec.  24,  1771.  He 
married  Sarah  Hull,  and  their  children  were: 
Samuel,  Hezekiah,  Louisa,  Sarah,  Esther,  Love, 
Elizabeth,   Damaris. 

(V)  Samuel  Hall  (4),  son  of  Samuel  (3),  was 
born  Feb.  28,  1750,  and  died  Feb.  27,  1821.  He 
married  Elizabeth  Parsons,  and  their  children 
were :  Samuel,  Hezekiah,  George,  Marilla,  Rich- 
ard and  Jared. 

(\T)  Jared  Hall,  son  of  Samuel  (4),  and  the 
grandfather  of  W.  Burr,  was  born  Aug.  24,  1792, 
in  Wallingford,  and  died  there  April  24,  1861.  He 
married  Rebecca  Hall,  and  by  her  had  four  chil- 
dren :  Caroline.  William  Day,  Charles  D.  and 
Lucy  H.  By  his  second  wife,  Emily  Austin,  he 
had  three  children:     Jane,  Rebecca  and  Henry  L. 

(VII)  William  Day  Hall,  our  subject's  father, 
was  born  Dec.  6,  1821,  in  Wallingford,  and  died 
there  March  21,  1889,  having  returned  to  his  na- 
tive place  a  short  time  previous.  He  married  Miss 
Harriet  Perkins,  who  was  born  May  24,1821, 
daughter  of  Amasa  Perkins,  of  Wallingford.  and 
died  March  4,  1SS7.  William  D.  Hall  was  a  man- 
ufacturer of  fertilizers,  and  a  large  dealer  in  hides 
anfl  tallow.  When  quite  young  he  settled  in  Ham- 
den. and  fnr  many  years  iie  was  located  in  Fair- 
port  and  .Millenbeck,  \'a.,  where  he  had  a  large 
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force  of  n:eii  getting-  out  htinber.  At  Millenbeck 
he  was  also  postmaster,  and  the  proprietor  and 
manager  of  a  large  general  store.  He  owned  1,200 
acres  of  land,  and  raised  some  very  fine  cattle.  A 
busy  and  hustling  man,  Mr.  Hall  pushed  his  en- 
terprises to  the  utmost,  and  was  widely  known  as 
thoroughly  honorable  and  reliable.  Quiet  and  un- 
assuming in  maimer,  he  was  never  an  aspirant  for 
f)olitical  honors,  though  a  stanch  Republican  in 
politics. 

W.  Burr  Hall  attended  school  in  Xorth  Haven, 
and  had  one  term  at  Claverack,  X._  Y.  At  the  age 
of  sixteen  his  school  days  came  to  an  end  and  he 
worked  on  his  father's  farm  until  he  engaged,  as 
his  father  had  done  before  him,  in  the  hide,  tallow 
and  fertilizer  business,  becoming  well  acquainted 
with  the  people  of  his  town  and  county.  In  1885 
he  moved  to  W'allingford.  Since  April,  1888,  his 
time  has  largely  been  devoted  to  the  public  service. 
He  has  beeen  a  member  of  the  court  of  burgesses, 
and  first  selectman,  for  six  terms.  For  one  year 
he  was  town  clerk.  On  Jan.  16,  1890..  he  was  ap- 
pointed postmaster  by  PresidentHarrison.  In  1870 
Mr.  Hall  joined  the  Governor's  Horse  Guard,  in 
which  he  became  senior  second  lieutenant  March 
14,  1879;  senior  first  lieutenant  on  Aug.  30,  1880; 
was  elected  captain  Aug.  29,  1887 :  and  in  Febru- 
ary, i8c)0,  he  retired  from  the  service,  receiving  an 
honorable  discharge.  After  retiring  Mr.  Hall  was 
unanimously  elected  by  the  members  of  the  squad- 
ron as  major,  and  was  appointed  by  the  governor 
as  such,  but,  though  fully  appreciating  the  honor, 
he  declined.  Mr.  Hall  is  a  member' of  the  National 
Band  at  W'allingford.  He  has  always  been  a  pub- 
lic-spirited man,  with  a  host  of  friends,  and  when 
he  has  been  a  candidate  for  office  he  not  only  re- 
ceived the  full  party  vote,  but  also  the  ballots  of 
many  Democrats.  A  genial  and  kind-hearted  gen- 
tleman, he  is  very  popular  with  all  who  know  him. 

Mr.  Hall  was  married,  Dec.  14,  1868,  to  Miss 
Ella  M.  Skinner,  daughter  of  Edwin  H.  Skinner, 
of  Middlefield,  and  they  have  had  one  child,  Maude, 
born  Aug.  26,  1877',  who  is  at  home.  Mr.  Hall  has 
a  summer  cottage  at  Madison,  Conn.,  where  his 
hospitality  is  well  known  and  highly  appreciated 
by  his  many  friends. 

WILLIS  MILLER  COOK,  assistant  superin- 
tendent and  general  foreman  of  the  Mt.  Carmel 
Axle  Works,  Mt.  Carmel  Centre,  was  born  in  that 
place,  April  9,  1858,  and  is  a  worthy  representa- 
tive of  one  of  the  oldest  and  most  honored  families 
of  New  England.  Many  of  the  name  are  still  resi- 
dents, of  Litchfield  county,  Conn.,  includin'g  ex- 
Gov.  Cook;  of  this  State. 

Sylvester  Cook,  grandfather  of  our  subject. 
was  born  in  Harwinton.  Litchfield  county,  July  16, 
1802,  and  there  spent  his  entire  life,  engaged  in 
agricultural  pursuits.  Pie  died  Aug.  12.  1845,  hon- 
ored and  respected  by  all  who  knew  him.  In  Har- 
winton,   he    was    married,  April  6,   1832,  to  Aliss 


Mercia  Franc-is,  who  was  born  June  29,  1S07,  and 
died  Dec.  21,  1886,  being  laid  to  rest  by  the  side 
of  her  husband  in  Harwinton  cemetery.  Both  were 
members  of  the  Episcopal  Church.  Of  their  four 
children,  Henry_ Francis,  father  of  our  subject,  was 
the  oldest ;  ]\Iary  Permelia,  born  Nov.  3,  1834,  is 
the  wife  of  Daniel  Fox,  of  Plainville,  Conn. ;  George 
Allen,  born  Aug.  11,  1836,  is  a  resident  of  Red- 
lands,  Cal. ;  and  Sarah  Maria,  born  April  24,  1838. 
is  the  widow  of  Albert  Fox,  of  Plainville,  Con- 
necticut. 

Henry   Francis   Cook   was   born   in   Harwinton. 
Feb.   10,   1833,  was  reared  upon  a  farm,  and  edu- 
cated in  the  district  schools.     While  in   his  teens 
he   secured   employment   on  the   New   York,    New 
Haven  &  Hartford  railroad,  and  remained  with  that 
corporation  for  several  years.     He  came  to  Ham- 
den  in  the  employ  of  the  same  company,  and  later 
held  a  position  in  the  axle  works  at  Mt.  .Carmel. 
He  spent  several  years  in  Philadelphia,  Penn.,  with 
a  similar  company,  and  then  returned  to  Mt.  Car- 
mel,  where   he   passed   the   remainder  of   his   life. 
During  the  Civil  war  he  was  a  member  of  Com- 
pany I,  20th  Conn.  \'.   I.,  and  served  his  countrr 
faithfully  and  well  in  her  hour  of  peril.     He  wa.s 
liberal    in    religious   views,    and   politically,    was    a 
stanch    supporter    of    the    Republican   party,   but 
never  a  politician  in  the  sense  of  office  seeking.     In 
\  Hamden  he  married  Miss  Maria  E.  Miller,  a  na- 
tive of  Woodtiridge,  Conn.,  a  daughter  of  Chauncey 
.\i.  Miller,  and  a  sister  of  Willis  E.  Miller,  presi- 
dent of  the  ^It.  Carmel  Axle  Works.     She  was  a 
consistent  Christian  woman,  was  a  devoted  wife  and 
mother,  and  a  sincere  friend.    She  died  at  her  home 
i  Nov.  20,  1872,  in  Hamden,  and  was  buried  in  the 
j  Mt.  Carmel  cemetery.    Mr.  Cook  died  Feb.  2,  1895. 
f  Their  children   were   Willis    Miller,    our    subject; 
Sereno   T..    who   is   mentioned   below ;   and   ]^lary. 
wife  of  Willard  ^Mathews,  of  Hamden. 
j         Willis   ^I.   Cook  was   educated   in   district   and 
;  select  schools  of  Hamden,  and  at  a  very  early  age 
commenced  v/ork  in  the  axle  shop  with  his  uncle, 
having  for  the  past  thirty-one  years  been  a  faith- 
ful and  trusted  employe  of  the  company.    Through 
,  his  own  efforts  he  has  risen  to  the  position  of  fore- 
man of  the  works,  and  has   won   for  himself  tlie 
I  confidence  of  the  company,  and  the  respect  of  those 
under   him.      His   practical    knowledge   of   all   the 
'  details  of  the  business,  as  well  as  his  acquaintance 
;  with  men,  renders  him  a  most  valuable  employe,  as 
;  is  evidenced  by  his  long  continuance  with  the  com- 
pany.     Formerly   he   was    extensively   engaged    in 
dairy  farming,  and  he  owns  one  of  the  finest  home? 
and  farms  in  Mt.  Carmel  Centre.     He  also  owns 
I  considerable  real  estate  in   that  vicinity,  including" 
nearlv  all  of  Mt.  Carmel.  on  the  summit  of  which 
he  has  a  pleasant  cottage. 

On  March  12,  1884,  Mr.  Cook  married  Miss 
Xelh'e  Mnrey.  a  native  of  Hadley,  ^lass.,  and  a 
daughter  <if  Charles  H.  Morey.  Twins  were  born 
of  this  union,  but  both  died  in  infancy.     Mr,  Coolc 
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is  a  stanch  siiiiportor  nt  tlio  K'  ;  uMican  party,  hut 
has  never  sDug'ht  political  preterment.  thoujj^^h  he 
filled  the  office  of  justice  of  the  peace  eight  years. 
He  and  his  wife  are  nienihers  of  Hamden  Grange, 
of  which  he  is  past  master  and  overseer,  and  in 
social  circles  they  are  quite  prominent.  He  is  a 
man  noted  for  his  high  moral  character,  and  his 
genial,  pleasant  manner  makes  for  him  many 
friends. 

Sereno  Thomas  Cook,  the  younger  son  of 
.  Henry  F.  Cook,  and  the  well-known  shipping  clerk 
and  assistant  foreman  of  the  Mt.  Carmel  Axle 
Works,  was  born  in  the  town  of  Hamden,  June  8, 
i860,  and  was  reared  in  Mt.  Carmel  Centre,  where 
he  attended  the  district  and  select  schools.  He  be- 
gan his  business  career  as.  a  clerk  in  a  grocery  store 
in  New  Haven,  where  he  was  employed  for  a  year 
and  a  half,  and  then  returned  to  Alt.  Carmel  Cen- 
tre, where  he  was  a  clerk  in  a  store  and  postoffice, 
and  also  for  the  Adams  E.xpress  Company  for  three 
years.  At  the  end  of  that  time  he  accepted  the  po- 
sition of  shipping  clerk  with  the  Mt.  Carmel  Axle 
Manufacturing  Co.,  under  his  uncle,  and  for  the 
past  twenty-one  years  has  filled  that  responsible 
p)Osition  with  credit  to  himself  and  to  the  general 
satisfaction  of  the  company.  He  is  also  assistant 
foreman  of  the  works.  In  Alt.  Carmel.  Xov.  16, 
1881,  he  married  Miss  Louise  AI.  Carroll,  a  native 
of  Cheshire,  New  Haven  Co.,  and  a  daughter  of 
James  Carroll,  and  to  them  has  been  born  one 
child,  Jessie  M.  Both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cook  hold 
membership  iii  Hamden  Grange.  As  a  Republican. 
he  takes  quite  an  active  and  prominent  part  in  local 
politics,  and  has  been  a  member  of  the  central  com- 
mittee for  many  years.  He  has  been  an  efficient 
member  of  the  school  board  for  the  past  five  years 
and  in  1898  was  elected  selectman  of  the  town  of 
Hamden;  which  office  he  filled  in  a  most  capable 
and  satisfactory  .manner.  Like  his  brother,  he  is 
very  popular  both  in  business  and  social  circles  and 
has  hosts  of  friends  throughout  the  community. 

HIRAM  JESSE  PECK  is  a  leading  and  influ- 
ential citizen  of  Cheshire,  where  he  owns  and  op- 
erates a  fine  farm  of  seventy-five  acres,  under  a 
high  state  of  cultivation  and  well  improved  with 
good  and  substantial  buildings.  A  native  of  that 
town,  he  was  born  Nov.  5.  1859,  and  is  a  worthy 
representative  of  one  of  the  mosc  prominent  early 
families  of  Cheshire.  His  grandfather  Peck  was 
a  shoemaker  by  trade.  He  married  Patty  Iver,  and 
to  them  were  born  four  children:  Hiram  A.,  father 
of  Hiram  J. ;  Sarah,  Mrs.  Hall,  who  died  in  Water- 
bury;  Chauncey,  who  lived  in  Xew  York,  where  his 
death  occurred ;  and  one  that  <lied  at  the  age  of 
four  years. 

Hiram  A.  Peck  was  born  in  Cheshire.  Sept.  g. 
1820,  and  was  there  reared  and  educated  in  much 
the  usual  manner  of  farmer  boys  of  his  day.  In 
,1848  he  was  married  to  .Mi>s  Mary  Ann  Peck,  a 
native  of  Cheshire,  and  a  daughter  of  Capt.  Will- 


iam and  Marianne  (Atwater)  Peck.  ■  Pier  father 
was  born  in  the  same  town,  and  made  his  home  on 
the  farm  now  owned  and  occupied  by  our  subject. 
There  his  death  occurred  in  April,  1884,  at  the  age 
of  ninety-seven  years,  and  his  wife  dietl  in  1871, 
aged  seventy-nine  years.  In  their  family  were 
three  children:  Matilda,  Mrs.  Sanford,  a  resident 
of  Xew  York:  A\'illiam,  who  died  in  Cheshire  in 
Alay,  1899.  at  the  age  of  eighty  years :  and  Mary 
Ann,  mother  of  Hiram  J.  Peck.  After  his  mar- 
riage Air.  Peck  located  on  the  Waterbury  road,  at 
the  corner  of  Peck  lane,  where  he  followed  farm- 
ing, and  also  worked  in  a  button  shop  in  Cheshire, 
and  subsequently  in  a  pin  shop  at  Waterbury.  His 
wife  died,  leaving  one  child,  Hiram  J.  I-"or  his 
second  wife  he  married  Celia  Roberts,  who  became 
the  mother  of  Clinton  C,  Clayton  E.  and  Mary  H. 
He  died  in  Cheshire,  Aug.  i,  1876.  Mrs.  Celia 
(Roberts)  Peck  was  a  native  of  England,  and  a 
daughter  of   Elijah  and   Sally  Ann  Roberts. 

Hiram  J.  Peck  received  a  practical  education  in 
the  public  schools  of  his  native  town,  and  since 
leaving  the  school  room  has  devoted  his  energies 
to  agricultural  pursuits.  He  is^a  thrifty  and  pro- 
gressive farmer,  and  is  meeting  with  well-merited 
success  in  life.  In  his  political  views  he  is  an 
ardent  Republican.  Air.  Peck  was  married  in 
Aleriden,  in  1893,  to  Aliss  Alary  Helena  Brown, 
who  was  born  in  Berlin,  Hartford  Co.,  Conn.,  a 
daughter  of  Charles  and  Cornelia  (Thrasher) 
Brown.  The  father  died  in  Aleriden  in  1891,  but 
the  mother  is  still  living,  and  now  makes  her  home 
in  Xew  Haven.  Air.  and  Airs.  Hiram  J.  Peck  have 
an  adopted  son,  bom  Oct.  i,  1892,  who  was  named 
Frank  Amos. 

* 

HEXRY  F.  SAXFORD,  for  the  past  fifteen 
years  a  faithful  and  competent  employe  of  the 
American  Ring  Co.,  Waterbury,  is  a  native  of  that 
city,  born  Dec.   16,    1843. 

Ruel  F.  Sanford,  his  father,  was  born  in  the 
town  of  Wolcott,  Conn.,  and  was  a  son  of  Truman 
Sanford,  who  was  also  of  Wolcott  nativity,  and 
died  in  Waterbury,  Xov.  26,  1856.  Henry  San- 
ford, grandfather  of  Truman,  was  born  in  Boston, 
Alass.,  a  son  of  Thomas  Sanford,  who  came  from 
England,  and  was  the  father  of  four  sons :  X'athan, 
Archibald,  Freeman  and  Henry.  Of  these,  Xathan 
settled  in  Plymouth,  Archibald  in  Bethany,  and 
Freeman  in  Prospect,  all  in  Connecticut,  and  they 
were  all  farmers,  Henry,  Jr.,  married  Rhoda  Per- 
kins, settled  on  a  farm  in  AX'olcott,  reared  the  fol- 
lowing named  children :  Jared,  Truman,  Joseph, 
Rhoda,  Francis  and  Tryphena.  and  died  Dec.  25, 
1830,   aged   seventy-eight   years. 

Truman  Sanford,  grandfather  of  our  subject. 
was  born  in  1782,  and  died  Xov.  26,  185''),  aged 
seventy-four.  He  married  Anna  Curtis,  who  was 
born  in  1780,  and  died  Aug.  24,  18G2,  aged  eighty- 
two.  The  fijllowing  children  were  Iwrn  to  them: 
Tryphena,  Alaria  Ann,  Aliel  Curtis.  Rhoda,  Alarilla, 
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Rurl  I",  and  Rufus  B.  l!)i  ilicso,  Tryphcna  married 
Julius  Cuci^inyhain,  a  fanner  of  Middlebury, 
Conn. ;  Maria  Ann  married  David  H.  Buckingham, 
a  farmer  of  Miildlebury,  Conn.;  Abel  Curtis  mar- 
ried Elizabeth  H.  Judd,  and  was  a  fanner  in  South- 
ington.  Conn. ;  Rhoda  married  Lambert  Russell, 
and  they  settled  on  a  farm  in  Darlington,  Wis. ; 
Marilia  was  the  wife  of  Lyman  Smith,  a  mechanic 
of  Waterbury ;  Ruel  F.  was  the  father  of  our  sub- 
ject ;  Rufus  B.,  a  brass  caster  in  \\'atcrbury,  mar- 
ried (first)  Elmira  Russell,  and  (second)  Ellen 
Russell,  who  is  yet  living. 

Ruel  F.  Sanford  married  Xancy  H.  Neal,  who 
was  born  in  Southington,  Conn.,  a  daughter  of 
Timothy  Xeal,  a  fanner  in  Cheshire,  Conn.,  and 
■who  served  in  the  war  of  1812.  The  Neals  were 
an  old  settled  family  in  this  country.  Timothy  Xeal 
had  three  children :  Xancy  H.,  Lucinda  and  Den- 
nis, and  of  these,  Xancy  H.  was  the  mother  of  our 
subject;  and  Lucinda  married  Thomas  ^L  Payne, 
a  carpenter  of  Waterbury ;  but  of  Dennis  there  is 
rothing  now  known.  To  Ruel  F.  Sanford  and  his 
Avife  were  born  five  children:  Henry  F.,  William 
M.,  Ella  A.,  Emma  J.,  and  Caroline  A.  Of  these, 
Henry  F.  is  our  subject:  William  ^L  is  a  brass 
caster  in  Meriden,  Conn.:  Ella  A.  died  at  the  age 
•of  twenty-two  years;  Emma  J.  is  the  wife  of  John 
Jopson,  of  Meriden,  Conn. ;  Caroline  A.  is  the  wife 
of  Merle  C.  Coles,  of  Bridgeport.  Conn.  The 
father  of  this  family  came  to  Waterbury  when  a 
boy,  and  followed  the  trade  of  brass  caster.  In 
politics  he  was  a  W  hig,  latef  a  Republican,  and  in 
religious  faith  he  and  his  wife  were  Baptists.  He 
<iied  June  3,  1878,  at  the  age  of  tifty-eight,  his  wife 
on  April  3,  1897,  when  she  was  aged  seventy-seven 
years. 

Henry  F,  Sanford,  the  subject  proper  of  this 
memoir,  attended  tlrfe  schools  of  his  native  city, 
Waterbury,  until  he  was  sixteen  years  of  age,  at 
which  time  he  commenced  to  learn  the  brass  caster's 
trade  with  his  father.  In  .-August,  1862,- he  enlisted 
in  Company  A,  23d  Conn.  \'.  I. ;  served  in  the 
Banks  expedition ;  was  taken  prisoner  at  Bayou 
Boeuf,  La.  After  being  mustered  out,  Aug.  31, 
1863,  he  returned  to  Waterbury,  and  learned  the 
machinist's  trade  and  worked  in  various  manufac- 
tories, including  that  of  the  American  Ring  Co., 
where  he  has  been  employed  for  the  past  fifteen 
years. 

On  Dec.  22,,  1868,  Mr.  Sanford  married  Agnes 
L.  Griffing-Speirs,  a  native  01  Scotland,  and  daugh- 
ter of  Robert  and  .\gncs  .Speirs,  also  of  the  same 
nativity,  and  five  children  were  born  to  them :  May 
i..  Bertha  A.,  Elsie  M.,  Henry  F.,  Jr.,  and  Grace 
E.  The  mother  died  Sept.  2.  1899.  She  was  a 
Baptist  in  religious  faith,  m.ember  of  the  First 
Church,  as  is  also  her  husband,  and  he  has  been 
connected  with  the  same  over  thirty  }ears,  and- been 
clerk  for  the  past  sixteen  years.  In  politics  he  is 
an  acti\-e  Rt-pulilican,  has  'jocn  C(.iunciIniaH  of  th-j 
First   ward  two  \cars.   also  alderman  three  vears, 


and  served  on  the  board  of  health  two  years.     .So- 
cially he  is  a  member  of  the  1.  O.  O.  F.,  Pacific 
Lodge,  of  Meriden,  Conn. ;  of  the  K.  of  P.,  Speed- 
'  well  Lodge,  Waterbury ;  and  of  the  G.  A.  R.,  Wad- 

■  hams  Post,  No.  49,  Waterbury. 

■  SAMUEL  HALPER,  deceased.  The  story  of 
I  this  gentleman's  life  is  a  record  of  early  struggles 
t  and  hard  work,  crowned  with  the  ultimate  success 
j  which    is    the    fitting   reward   of    patient    industry, 

1   earnest  purpose  and  unwavering  integrity.     He  was 

of  the  Jewish  race,  a  people  which  has  given  to 

1   the   world  more   than    its    full   quota   of  merchant 

1   princes,  financiers,  statesmen  and  eminent  men  of 

i  science  and  letters,  and  which,  without  a  distinctive 

\  country  of  its  own,  has  preserved  through  centuries 

its   homogeneous   national   character   and    religious 

faith. 

Mr.  Plalper  was  born  in  Roumania  March  25, 
\   1841.     His  school  days  ended  when  he  was  twelve 
years  old,  and  at  that  early  age  he  went  into  the 
'  world  to  struggle  alone  against  the  vicissitudes  and 
:   temptations  of  life.     For  six  years  he  worked  at 
the  jewelry  business,  and   at   the  age  of  eighteen 
engaged  in  the  sale  of  linen  on  his  own  account. 
j  After  a  year  so  spent  he  was  made  overseer  of  the 
!  construction  of  some  macadamized  roads,  a  position 
which  he  filled  for  a  considerable  time,  with  credit 
to  himself  and  satisfaction  to  his  employers.     When 
!   this  employment  came  to  an  end  he  again  embarked 
i  in  mercantile  business.     In  1867  he  resolved  to  emi- 
'  grate  to  the  L^nited  States.     On  reaching  this  coun- 
try he  invested  his  slender  capital  in  a  stock  of  small 
wares,  and  for  a  few  months  carried  a  peddler's 
pack  upon  his  back,  through  Connecticut.     Weary- 
ing of  this  life,  he  went  to  Xew  York  City,  where 
he  opened  a  small  store  in  Spring  street,   for  the 
sale  of  millinery  and  fancy  goods.     This  venture  did 
not  prove  financially  as  successful  as  he  had  hoped, 
and  in  1872  he  removed  to  Seymour,  New  Haven 
Co.,  Conn.,  where  with  a  cash  capital  of  but  seventy 
i   dollars,-  he  embarked  in  similar  business.     He  re- 
mained in  Seymour  five  years,  and  in  March,  1877, 
'   transferred  his  stock  to  Derby.     His  first  store  in 
that  city  was  in   Main  street,  nearly  opposite  the 
present  location  of  the  business,  at  No.  223,  in  that 
thoroughfare.     He  moved  into  the  latter  premises 
'   about   1880,  and   in    1891   purchased  the  property. 
j   which   he   thoroughly   remodeled   and    greatly    im- 
proved, putting  in  handsome  fixtures,  and  fitting  the 
store    up    with    such   artistic   taste    and    lavish   ex- 
penditure that  it  is  to-day  the  handsomest  and  best 
appointed  of  its  class  in  the  city  of  Derby.     To  an 
extensive   line   of  millinery   he   added   cloaks,   and 
in  both  these  specialties  built  up  a  large  and  re- 
munerative trade.     Besides   attending  to   his   mer- 
cantile interests,  Mr.  Halper  dealt  quite  extensively 
in  real  estate,  investing  considerable  capital  in  build- 
ing and  improving-.     At  the  time  of  his  death  he 
w  :i^   a  nieniljcr  of  the  Derby   Board   of  Trade,  of 
which  he  was  one  of  the  organizers.     Upright,  en- 
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ti.Ti)risin£:^  and  public-spirited,  he  was  one  of  Derby's 
most  highly  esteemed  citizens.  He  took  a  deep 
ii'.terest  in  educational  matters,  as  well  as  in  the 
advancement  of  every  enterprise  looking-  to  the  pub- 
lic ^oo<l,  and  shortly  before  his  death  subscribed 
Sroo  toward  the  founding  of  a  general  hospital  at 
Derby,  his  name  heading  the  list.  Had  he  lived, 
he  would  have  doubtless  brought  the  undertaking 
to  a  successful  completion,  for  he  was  as  zealous  and 
careful  in  the  prosecution  of  any  work  into  which 
.lie  entered  as  he  was  in  business  matters.  Political- 
ly Mr.  Halper  was  a  Republican,  but  never  sought 
public  office,  though  at  his  death  he  was  a  member 
of  the  board  of  appwrtionment  and  taxation.  Fra- 
ternally he  was  an  Odd  P^ellow,  having  become 
connected  with  that  order  in  Seymour,  and  he  was 
-also  a  member  of  a  nuitual  benefit  society  in  New 
York.     He  passed  away  May  22,  1900. 

Mr.  Halper  was  twice  married,  first  to  Miss 
Matilda  Greenfield,  a  native  of  Germany,  who  died 
in  1878,  leaving  one  son,  Charles  J:  On  March 
17,  1879,  our  subject  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Miss  Jennie  Gottlieb,  of  Xew  York,  and  two  cliil- 
•dren  were  born  to  this  union,  Frances  and  Joseph 
•W.,  the  former  of  whom  is  a  graduate  of  Derb\ 
liigh  school.  The  beautiful  home  occupied  by  the 
family,  on  the  corner  of  Anson  and  Fifth  streets, 
is  one  of  the  finest  in  Derby. 

Charles  J.  Halper.  after  finishing  the  course  in 
the  public  schools  of  Derby,  entered  Yale  Business 
College,  from  which  he  was  graduated  in  1888. 
Later  he  took  up  the  study  of  medicine,  intending 
to  adopt  the  profession,  but  he  abandoned  same  on 
his  father's  death,  since  which  tmie  he  has  assisted 
Tiis  mother  in  the  management  of  their  extensive 
interests.  During  the  Spanish-.\nierican  war  he 
served  as  a  menil>er  of  the  Hospital  Corps  of  the 
3d  Division.  4th  Army  Corps. 

SYLVAXUS  ARTHUR  SCRAXTON,  a  well- 
known,  prosperous  and  progressive  citizen  of  the 
town  of  Madison,  is  a  native  of  the  same,  born 
;May  13,  1852.  He- is  a  member  of  one  of  the  old- 
est families  of  X'ew  Haven  county,  a  sketch  of 
which,  from  the  pioneer  John  dowu  to  our  sub- 
ject's great-grandfather  Theophilus,  will  be  found 
in  the  sketch  of  Ichabod  Lee  Scranton  elsewhere. 

Hubbard  Scranton.  grandfather  of  Sylvanus  A., 
was  born  ^lay  4.  1788,  in  the  town  of  Madison,  a 
son  of  Theophilus  and  Abigail  (Lee)  Scranton. 
He  was  a  lifelong  farmer  of  Madison,  and  during 
the  war  of  the  Rebellion  furnished  vegetables  for 
the  War  Department,  and  ran  a  coasting  line  from 
Madison  to  Georgetown.  D.  C.  He  died  in  1876. 
and  was  interred  in  Madison  cemetery.  On  April 
25,  1810,  he  married  Elizabeth  H.  Auger,  born  Jan. 
10,  1792,  a  daughter  of  Philemon  Auger,  of  Xew 
Haven.  Their  children  :  (  i  )  Philemon  .Vuger,  born 
Sept.  30,  1812.  was  a  merchant  at  .-Vugusta.  Ga. ; 
he  married  Elizabeth  Lee  Starks.  a  native  of  Lyme, 
Conn.,  £ind  died  June  5,  .1S78.     {2)  Abigail,  born 


i-\"l).  2,  181 5,  married  Austin  Dowd,  and  died  in 
February,  1873.  (3)  Parmelia,  born  July  2,  1819, 
married  Richard  E.  Rice  and  died  in  Alarch,  1893. 
(4)  Daniel  Hubbard,  a  sketch  of  whom  follows. 
The  mother  of  these  was  called  from  earth  in  De- 
cember,  1 87 1. 

Daniel  Hubbard  Scranton,  father  of  Syhanus 
A.,  was  born  April  26.,  1826,  and  received  his  edu- 
cation at  the  schools  of  Guilford.  All  his  life  he 
followed  farming  in  the  town  of  IVladison,  where 
he  was  a  land  owner;  he  died  there  Feb.  28,  1897, 
and  was  buried  in  ]\Iadison  cemetery.  In  matters 
of  religion  he  was  a  member  of  the  Congregational 
Church,  and  in  politics  he  was  a  stanch  Whig  and 
Republican ;  fraternally  he  was  affiliated  with  the 
]•■.  &  A.  Al.  lodge  of  Madison,  and  with  the  1.  O. 
O.  F. 

On  Sept.  22,  1847,  Daniel  H.  Scranton  was 
imited  in  marriage  with  Phebe  Ann  Shelly,  born  in 
Madison.  Xov.  20,  1825,  a  daughter  of  Sylvanus 
and  Harriet  (Loveland)  Shelly,  tlie  latter  of  whom 
was  ^  granddaughter  of  John  Loveland.  Children : 
(i)  Rufus  Henry,  born  Dec.  29,  1848,  died  Jan. 
18,  1849;  (2)  Elbert  X'ewton,  born  Sept.  16,  1850, 
died  Aug.  I,  1866;  (3)  Sylvanus  Arthur,  sketch  of 
whom  follows ;  (4)  Elizabeth  Harriet,  born  Nov. 
20,  1856,  married  William  H.  Golden,  of  ^leriden, 
Conn.;  (5)  Austin  Dowd,  born  Feb.  9,  1859;  (6) 
Xellie  Rice,  born  Feb.  12,  1862,  married  William 
H.  Demorest,  of  New  York. 

Sylvanus  Arthur  Scranton,  the  subject  proper 
of  these  lines,  attended  the  district  schools  of  Mad- 
ison, also  Lee's  Academy,  and  at  the  age  of  four- 
teen years  commenced  clerking  in  a  wholesale  and 
retail  grocery  store,  which  position  he  filled  a 
couple  of  years.  This  was  in  New  Haven,  Conn., 
and  he  then  returned  home  and  commenced  in  the 
ice  business,  at  first  on  a  small  scale,  since  when,  a 
period  of  over  thirty  years,  he  has  been  engaged 
in  that  line  of  trade,  both  wholesale  and  retail,  hav- 
ing over  3.000  tons  of  ice  stored  each  winter,  and 
supplying  both  Madison  and  East  River.  He  is 
also  engaged  in  farming.  In  1894  he  purchased  the 
old  S'cranton  homestead,  which  was  built  over  forty 
years  ago,  and  is  one  of  the  oldest  in  ^Madison. 

On  Oct.  7,  1879,  S.  A.  Scranton  married  Rose 
R.  Williams,  daughter  of  Charles  Williams,  late 
of  Madison,  and  one  child  was  born  to  their  union, 
]\Iaude  A.,  a  student  at  Hand's  Academy,  Madison. 
In  politics  ^Ir.  Scranton  is  a  Republican,  and  in 
1 898  was  elected  first  selectman  of  Madison,  an 
office  he  has  filLd  the  past  three  years  with  credit 
to  himself  and  the  satisfaction  of  the  people.  For 
seven  years  he  served  as  deputy  sherifif,  and  for 
eight  years  was  constable  of  Madison.  In  religious 
faith  he  and  his  family  attend  the  services  of  the 
Congregational  Church. 

CH-\RLES  R.\XDELL  LAMB,  trustee  of  the 
Valesvillc  M.  E.  Church,  and  constaljlc  for  the 
town   of   \\'aningford,    is   one   of   Yalesville's   best 
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known  and  highly  respected  citizens.  Mr.  Lanil) 
traces  his  ancestry  to  England,  and  belongs  to  one 
of  the  old  and  substantial  families  of  Connecticut. 

William  Lamb  was  a  native  of  Mvstic,  and 
throughout  life  was  a  seafaring  man,  following  the 
business  of  fishing,  and  he  was  one  of  the  most 
respected  citizens  of  that  old  Connecticut  town. 

Sanford  Lamb,  son  of  William  and  father  of 
Charles  R..  was  born  in  ^lystic,  Conn.,  where  he 
was  educated  in  the  branches  then  taught  in  the 
district  schools.  He  learned  the  trade  of  black- 
smith and  general  iron  worker.  His  life  was  an 
exemplary  one,  honest  and  upright,  and  he  enjoyed 
the  esteem  of  the  comnuinity.  He  was  liberal 
minded  in  reJigious  matters,  and  was  noted  for  his 
generosity  and  public  spirit.  In  politics  he  was  an 
active  member  of  the  \\'hig  party.  Sanford  Lamb 
was  married  in  Mystic,  Conn.,  to  Miss  Julia  Giant, 
who  died  in  ^ledtield,  ^lass..  from  heart  failure, 
and  was  buried  at  Norwich,  Conn.  A  pious  and 
worthy  woman,  she  was  sincerely  mourned  not  only 
by  her  devoted  family  but  by  a  large  circle  of 
friends  who  valued  her  for  her  lovely  traits  of  char- 
acter. Six  children  were  born  of  this  union :  Eme- 
Hne  died  at  the  age  of  fourteen ;  William  .\.,  a  min- 
ister in  the  Congregational  Church  in  Los  Angeles, 
Cal.,  married  Mary  Proctor,  of  Massachusetts ; 
Charles  Randell ;  John  H.,  a  shoe  dealer  on  Wash- 
ington- street,  in  Boston,  Mass.,  married  Lillian 
Mayel,  of  Massachusetts ;  ^linnie  married  John  H. 
School,  of  Aledfield,  JMass. ;  and  Hattie  married 
Dwight  Sanford. 

Charles  R.  Lamb  was  Ixjrn  in  Mystic,  Conn., 
Sept.  28,  1847,  and  was  given  good  school  ad- 
vantages, attending  the  higher  grades  in  the  schools 
at  Norwich,  Conn.,  where  he  graduated  when  only 
fourteen  years  old.  One  year  later  he  removed  to 
Meriden,  and  immediately  found  employment  in  E. 
Miller's  brass  works,  where  he  remained  for  one 
year.  In  1866  he  came  to  Yalesville  and  entered 
the  spoon  factory  of  G.  J.  Mix  &  Co.,  and  in  the 
employ  of  this  firm  he  continued  for  twenty-six 
years,  receiving  promotions  until  he  became  fore- 
man of  his  department. 

On  account  of  health,  Mr.  Lamb  decided  to 
make  a  change  in  his  business,  and  with  this  end 
in  view,  removed  to  Medfield,  ^lass.,  where  he 
opened  up  a  provision  and  meat  store,  which  he 
conducted  but  a  short  time,  and  then  came  back 
among  his  old  friends  in  Yalesville  and  entered 
the  shipping  room  of  the  piano  stool  depart- 
ment of  the  Charles  Parker  Co.,  and  remained  here 
for  eight  years,  resigning  this  position  to  engage  in 
the  shoe  business  as  a  silent  partner  with  his  sons 
at  Leominster,  Mass..  which  business  was  con- 
ducted under  the  firm  name  of  Lamb  Eros. 

Charles  R.  Lamb  was  married  in  Yalesville, 
Conn.,  to  Miss  Alice  M.  Jeralds,  who  was  born  in 
Prospect.  Conn.,  a  datigliter  of  Bennett  Jeralds.  one 
of  the  best-known  citizens  of  \'alcsville.  Eight 
children  have  been  born  of  this  union :    Eva  J.,  who 


married  Wallace  A.  Shiptun,  of  Newton,  Mass.  ; 
Wilbur  R.,  who  married  Annie  Farrell,  of  Hart- 
ford, and  has  one  child,  Wilbur  Raymond,  Jr.; 
Charles  S..  of  the  shoe  firm  of  Lamb  Bros.,  of  Leo- 
minster, Mass. :  Clifton  Jeralds,  engaged  in  the 
piano  stool  department  of  the  Charles  Parker  Cu. ; 
Roscoe  Edward,  a  bookkeeper ;  Uexter,  in  the 
Parker  factory  in  Yalesville;  Mary,  who  attends 
high  school  in  }ileriden ;  and  Alice.  Both  the  young 
ladies  are  at  home,  and  with  their  estimable  mother 
are  among  the  most  cultivated  and  intellectual  mem- 
bers of  social  life  in   Yalesville. 

Mr.  Lamb  has  long  been  one  of  the  most  active 
members  of  the  Yalesville  Methodist  Church,  and 
lOr  a  number  of  years  has  been  a  trustee  and  one 
of  the  faithful  stewards.  He  was  a  member  of  the 
building  committee  of  the  new  church,  erected  in 
1899.  Not  only  is  Mr.  Lamb  prominent  in  churuh 
matters,  but  he  has  been  conspicuous  in  public  af- 
fairs, and  has  been  selectman,  grand  juror,  and  for 
twelve  years  has  been  the  efficient  and  reliable  con- 
stable of  Wallingford.  In  1884  his  popularity  in 
the  Republican  party  was  attested  by  his  selection 
as  its  candidate  for  the  State  Legislature.  Soci- 
ally he  is  connected  with  the  Pilgrim's  Harbor 
^-.ouncil.  No.  543,  Royal  Arcanum,  of  ^leriden. 
]\Ir.  Lamb  has  succeeded  in  many  lines  of  work, 
and  his  ability  as  a  mechanic  has  been  developed  in 
his  son,  Charles,  in  the  line  of  invention.  An  in- 
genious invention  of  the  latter,  which  has  been 
patented  and  has  come  into  general  use,  is  the  auto- 
matic self-closing  window  grip,  and  this  is  but  one 
of  this  talented  young  man's  ideas. 

The  Jeralds  family,  of  which  Mrs.  Lamb  is  a 
member,  is  one  well  known  through  this  part  of. 
Connecticut.  Bennett  Jeralds.  the  father  of  Mrs. 
Lamb  .was  born  in  \Vatertown.  Conn..  Oct.  10. 
1818,  a  son  of  Ransom  Jeralds.  a  native  of  Cheshire. 
Conn.,  whose  father,  a  seafaring  man,  lost  his  life 
on  the  water. 

Ransom  Jeralds  grew  up  in  Cheshire,  and 
throughout  his  life  was  a  very  successful  farmer, 
operating  in  Wallingford,  but  the  last  years  of  his 
life  were  spent  in  Yalesville,  where  he  owngd  an 
estate.  His  death,  at  the  age  of  seventy-six  years, 
occurred  in  1870,  in  Yalesville,  where  he  was  re- 
spected by  the  community.  Mr.  Jeralds,  also,  was 
a  man  who  held  to  his  convictions  of  right ;  earlv 
in  life  he  embraced  the  principles  of  the  Democratic 
party,  but  was  a  free-soil  man,  and  possessed  anti- 
slavery  views,  and  later  became  a  stanch  Republi- 
can. Temperate  in  all  things,  honest  and  upright 
in  life,  he  was  one  of  the  most  consistent  members 
of  the  M.  E.  Church.  He  served  as  a  soldier  in  the 
war  of  1812.  Ransom  Jeralds  married  Alma  Judd, 
of  Bethany  (then  Woodbridge),  a  daughter  of 
Isaac  Judd.  and  to  this  union  ten  children  were 
born,  all  of  whom  have  passed  away  with  the  ex- 
ception of  four:  Bennett:  Patience  Juliet,  widow 
of  Lewis  W.  Turner,  of  Yales\  ille  ;  (  )rrin,  of  New 
York;  and  Edward,  a  manufacturer  of   Cheshire. 
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The  beloved  mother  died  in  WalHiic^tord,  at  tlie  age 
of  eighty-two  years,  after  a  life  tilled  with  good 
deeds  of  charity  and  neighborly  kindness.  She  was 
formerly  connected  with  the  Episcopal  Church,  later 
with  the  M.  E.  Church. 

Isaac  Judd  worked  in  summer  as  a  stone  mason 
and  was  a  teacher  during  many  winter  terms,  num- 
bering his  o\yn  children  and  grandchildren  among 
his  pupils.  In  early  lite  he  held  a  lieutenant's  com- 
mission in  the  King's  militia,  and  at  the  opening 
of  the  Revolution  organized  a  company  of  minute 
men  at  what  is  now  Xaugatuck.  He  was  almost 
constantly  in  the  service  of  the  Calonies  during  that 
struggle,  although  he  was  not  enrolled  in  the  regu- 
lar service.  He  was  also  active  in  civil  life,  and 
served  manv  years  as  a  magistrate,  both  before  and 
after   the   Revolution. 

•  Bennett  Jeralds  received  his  schooling  in  Beth- 
anv  and  Prospect,  Conn.,  but  it  was  limited,  as 
at  the  age  of  thirteen  he  was  hired  out  to  work 
during  the  summer  months,  and  could  only  attend 
school  during  the  short  winter  sessions.  Until  he 
was  eighteen  he  worked  at  different  places,  and  then 
entered  the  employ  of  William  Alix.  at  Prospect, 
Conn.,  who  was  the  first  spoon  manufacturer  in  the 
United  States,  and  with  him  he  remained  three 
years.  During  these  years  of  toil  the  fertile  brain 
of  Mr.  Jeraids  was  at  work,  and  when  he  reached 
his  majority  he  began  the  manufacture  of  Britan- 
nia spoons  on  his  own  account,  in  Yalesville,  and 
continued  in  this  business  until  1845,  when  he 
formed  a  partnership  with  Eli  Ives,  of  ^leriden, 
and  the  business  was  successfully  continued  until 
1853.  During  that  year  Mr.  Jeralds  bought  out 
the  interest  of  ^Ir.  Ives  and  managed  alone  until 
he  sold  the  business  to  Charles  Parker,  of  Meriden, 
and  immediately  became  the  capable  superintend- 
ent of  the  factory,  which  was  removed  to  W'alling- 
ford  in  1854.  retaining  the  position  until  1876,  when 
the  contract  svstem  was  inaugurated.  .\t  this  time 
Mr.  Jeralds  became  a  contractor  in  the  establish- 
ment, which  position  he  filled  until  1886,  when  he 
retired  from  activity.  Through  the  application  of 
sound  business  principles  and  individual  enterprise, 
he  has  accumulated  large  means,  and  is  personally 
one  of  the  most  esteemed  citizens  of  this  locality. 

Bennett  Jeralds  was  married  first  in  1840,  to 
Lucy  Mix,  a  daughter  of  William  Mix.  and  to  this 
union  three  children  were  born:  Laura,  deceased, 
who  married  Henry  C.  \\'ooding :  Lucy,  wife  of 
George  S.  Allen:  and  Cornelia,  who  married  Ed- 
win P.  Smith.  For  his  second  wife' Mr.  Jeralds 
wedded  Arvilla  Raymond,  a  daughter  of  Lincoln 
Raymond,  and  four  children  were  the  result  of  this 
union:  .\lice  M.,  who  married  Charles  R.  Lamb: 
Ellen,  wife  of  Frederick  Wilcox:  Frank,  who  died 
at  the  age  of  four;  and  Fanny,  who  married  Will- 
iam Kingford.  By  his  third  wife,  Mary  M.  Ad- 
ams, ^[r.  Jeralds  has  a  son,  Arthur,  wh^i  resides  in 
Wallingfurd.  The  fourth  marriage  uf  ?^Ir.  Jer- 
alds was  to  Lucy  Wilcox,  widow  of  Oliver  Wil- 


cox, and  his  fifth  wife  was  Mary  B.  Wilco.x,  widow 
of  Charles  Sherman. 

In  politics  Mr.  Jeralds  identified  himself  with 
the  Free  Soil  party,  and  was  defeated  as  a  candi- 
date for  the  Legislature,  in  185 1,  by  a  very  small 
majority,  although  this  party  was  greatly  in  the 
minority :  in  fact,  one  vote  decided  the  contest 
against  him.  Since  the  organization  of  the  Re- 
publican party  he  has  been  an  active  member.  For 
j'ears  he  was  justice  of  the  peace,  and  has  always 
been  interested  in  educational  matters,  and  has  hchl 
many  offices  of  public  trust.  For  thirty-three  years 
he  has  been  a  warden  in  the  Episcopal  Church,  at 
Yalesville,  and  is  fraternally  connected  with  Com- 
pass Lodge,  A.  F.  &  A.   M.,  in  Wallingford. 

CHARLES  ROBERTS,  a  well-known  horse 
dealer  and  the  popular  proprietor  of  the  "'Roberts 
House,"  of  Hamden,  is  a  native  of  Xew  Haven 
county,  born  in  the  town  of  Wailingford.  June  13, 
1842.  His  father,  Ephraim  Roberts,  was  born 
and  reared  in  Meriden,  Conn.,  and  when  a 
voiuig  man  removeti  to  Wallingford,  where  he 
engaged  in  the  butcher  business  for  many  years, 
selling  his  meat  in  the  towns  of  Cheshire  and  Wall- 
ingford- His  political  support  was  given  the  men 
and  measures  of  the  Democratic  party.  He .  died 
suddenly  in  Southington,  in  1872,  at  the  age  of 
seventv-two  vears.  For  his  first  wife  he  married 
Susan  Ellis,  a  sister  of  William  Ellis,  of  Xew 
Haven,  and  to  them  were  born  nine  children, 
namely:  Amanda,  wife  of  Zadock  Morgan;  Ho- 
ratio, deceased :  Harriet,  deceased  wife  of  James 
Bell:  Louise,  deceased  wife  of  Charles  Pardee; 
Emily,  deceased  wife  of  F.  ¥.  Bailey ;  Ralph,  a  resi- 
dent of  Forestville,  Conn. ;  X'ancy,  deceased  wife  of 
Frederick  INIinott :  Charles,  our  subject:  and  Susan, 
widow  of  R.  L.  Lake.  The  mother  died  in  Wall- 
ingford, and  the  father  subsequently  married  Polly 
Dunham,  by  whom  he  had  two  children :  James, 
deceased :  and  John,  a  resident  of  Meriden. 

Charles  Roberts  acquired  a  limited  education  in 
the  district  schools  of  Wallingford,  and  at  the  age 
of  nine  years  started  out  to  make  his  own  wav  in 
the  world  by  working  as  a  farm  hand,  being  thus 
employed  until  he  attained  his  fifteenth  year,  when 
he  learned  the  blacksmith's  trade  with  John  R. 
Henshaw,  of  Aliddletown,  with  whom  he  spent  two 
vears.  .The  following  year  he  worked  at  his  trade 
in  Meriden.  He  was  one  of  the  first  to  offer  his 
services  to  his  country  at  the  opening  of  the  Civil 
war.  enlisting  in  iSfn.  at  Meriden,  for  three 
months,  in  Companv  F.  ist  Conn.  \'.  I.,  under  Cul. 
R.  Tyler  and  Capt.  Byxbee.  He  participated  in 
the  first  battle  of  Bull  Run.  and  was  then  detailed 
for  horse  shoeing. 

On  the  expiration  of  his  term  of  enlistment,  ^Mr. 
Roberts  returned  home  and  followed  his  trade  un- 
til Februarv,  i8''iJ.  when  he  went  to  Xew  York 
Citv  and  entered  the  employ  of  the  Sixth  Avenue 
Railroad  Co.,  with  which  he  was  connected  for  two 
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years.  In  1864  he  went  to  Cali't'ornia,  intending  to 
stop  at  Nicaragua,  but  on  account  of  the  hostility 
.of  the  natives  proceeded  to  San  Francisco,  where 
he  remained  only  a  short  time,  and  then  went  south 
"to  Santa  Barbara  and  San  Bernardino,  where  he 
filled  the  position  of  station  agent.  He  was  also 
•connected  with  the  mail  service  between  Los  An- 
geles and  San  Diego  for  a  time,  but  on  account  of 
ill  health  he  returned  to  San  Francisco,  where  he 
xemained  several  months,  and  then  came  East.  He 
was  conductor  on  the  street  railroad  in  New  York 
City  until  1869,  when  he  again  came  to  Now  Haven 
-county.  Conn.,  and  purchased  a  farm  in  Cheshire, 
which  he  operated  for  two  years.  On  selling  out, 
in  1871,  he  enibjirked  in  the  livery  business  in  Ham- 
den,  and  has  since  devoted  much  of  his  time  to 
dealing  in  horses,  buying  his  stock  principally  in 
the  West  and  selling  the  same  in  Hamden  and  east- 
■ern  markets.  In  i88q  he  opened  the  "Roberts 
House,"  which  he  has  since  conducted  with  marked 
success,  as  under  his  able  management  it  has  be- 
•come  one  of  the  leading  hotels  of  the  locality.  His 
genial,  pleasant  manner  makes  him  quite  popular 
with  his  guests,  and  wherever  known  he  is  held  in 
high  regard.  Socially  he  is  a  member  of  Day 
Spring  Lodge,  No.  30.  F.  &  A.  M..  of  Hamden, 
and  politically  he  is  identified  with  the  Republican 
party.  The  success  that  he  has  achieved  in  life 
is  due  to  his  own  well-directed  and  energetic  eft'orts, 
and  he  may  well  be  classed  among  the  self-made 
men  of  the  county. 

SAMUEL  GRIFFING  COOKE,  a  prominent 
farmer  and  fruit  grower  of  Branford,  was  bom  in 
Honey  Creek  township.  Adams  Co.,  111.,  Aug.  31, 
1835,  son  of  Increase  \V.  and  Harriet  D.  (Griffing) 
■Cooke,  natives  of  North  Guilford  and  Branford, 
respectively.  He  is  descended  from  Henry  Cooke, 
who  came  from  the  west  of  England,  and  was  in 
Plymouth,  Mass..  before  1640.  His  son.  Samuel 
Cooke,  married  Hope  Parker.  Their  son,  Samuel 
Cooke,  married  Hannah  Ives.  Their  son.  Aaron 
Cooke,  married  Ruth  Burrage.  Their  son.  Aaron 
Cooke,  the  great-grandfather  of  our  subject,  mar- 
ried Lucretia  Dudley.  Kilburn  Cooke,  grandfather 
of  Samuel  G.,  was  a  native  of  Guilford,  was  reared 
to  farming  and  followed  that  occupation  all  his 
days.     He  married  Eunice  Williams. 

The  maternal  great-grandparents  of  Samuel 
Griffing  Cooke  were  Aaron  and  Elizabeth  (Palmer) 
Griffing.  Aaron  Griffing  was  a  son  of  Samuel  and 
Martha  (\"ail)  Griffing.  grandson  of  Robert  and 
Susanna  Gritfing.  and  a  great-grandson  of  Jasper 
■and  Hannah  Gritfing. 

Increase  W.  Cooke,  whose  name  appears  above 
as  the  father  of  Samuel  G.,  was  bom  in  North 
Guilford  in  December.  1807,  and  was  married  in 
Branford  in  May.  1832.  to  Harriet  D.,  daughter  of 
Capt.  Samuel  and  .Statira  (Frisbie")  Griffing.  They 
had  three  children  wlu'  ;i\cd  to  maturity;  \i) 
.  Harriet  A.,  who  married  Samuel  Beach;  {2)  Sam- 


uel G. ;  and  (3')  Sara  E..  who  became  Mrs.  John 
A.  Leggett,  and  died  in  1870.  Mr.  Cooke  died  in 
1847.  His  widow,  who  subsequently  married 
Jehiel  Norton,  died  in   1849. 

Samuel  Griffing  Cooke  was  reared  in  Illinois 
until  he  reached  the  age  of  twelve  years,  when  the 
mother  and  children  returned  to  Brantord,  in  1848. 
He  received  his  education  from  the  teachers  of  the 
public  schools,  and  early  in  life  began  his  career  as 
an  apprentice  to  the  carpenter's  trade  in  New 
Haven.  In  the  spring  of  1855  he  went  West  and 
located  in  Adams  county.  111.,  where  he  was  engaged 
in  farming  in  the  township  of  Honey  Creek  for  six 
years.  On  Oct.  13,  1861,  Mr.  Cooke  enlisted  in 
the  United  States  service  as  a  member  of  Company 
A,  50th  111.  V.  I.,  soon  became  corporal,  and  in 
February,  1862.  was  made  sergeant.  On  Oct.  4, 
1862.  he  and  another  sergeant  took  nine  prisoners, 
seven  privates,  one  first  and  one  second  lieutenant 
of  the  1st  Arkansas  Infantrv.  He  participated  in 
the  battles  of  Fort  Henry,  Fort  Donelson  (where 
he  was  slightly  wounded),  Shiloh.  Corinth  (Oct. 
3-4,  1862),  sieges  of  Corinth  and  \'icksburg,  and 
was  on  the  Atlanta  campaign  under  Gen.  Sherman 
in  1864.  He  was  on  detached  duty  three  months. 
On  June  7,  1864,  he  was  discharged  that  he  might 
be  commissioned  second  lieutenant.  In  August  of 
the  same  year  he  was  promoted  to  first  lieutenant, 
and  transferred  from  the  Department  of  the  Ten- 
nessee to  the  Department  of  the  Cumberland,  by 
I  order  of  Gen.  O.  O.  Howard,  and  given  command 
!  of  Company  I,  44th  L'.  S.  C.  T.  Lieut.  Cooke  was 
captured  by  Gen.  Hood  Oct.  13.  1864,  and  was  re- 
leased on-  parole.  This  parole  was  not  recognized 
by  the  government,  and  he  at  once  reported  for 
duty  at  Chattanooga,  Tenn.  He  was  in  the  battle 
of  Nashville,  in  December,  1864,  and  was  honorably 
discharged  at  Chattanooga,  Mav  25,  1865,  though 
he  was  not  relieved  from  duty  until  well  into 
the  following  month.  From  the  time  of  his  en- 
listment, Oct.  13,  i86t,  Mr.  Cooke  was  active  and 
faithful  in  all  the  duties  of  a  soldier,  and  made  a 
record  admirably  clean  and  good. 

After  the  war  Mr.  Cooke  was  engaged  in  the 
oil  business  for  two  years  at  Indian  Neck,  and  has 
since  devoted  himself  to  agricultural  pursuits  in 
i  Branford.  He  bought  his  present  place  in  1872, 
I  after  leasing  it  for  two  years.  The  farm  com- 
prises 148  acres  of  fine  land,  highly  cultivated,  and 
improved  with  substantial  buildings. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  Cooke  and  Cornelia  A. 
Palmer  occurred  (  >ct.  20.  1868.  Mrs.  Cooke  is  a 
daughter  of  Wilman  and  Susan  C.  (Bradley) 
Palmer.  They  have  become  the  parents  of  five  chil- 
dren :  Charles  W..  Lizzie  L..  Susie  B.,  Harr\-  G. 
and  Addison  T. 

From  1856  to  i86(')  Mr.  Cooke  was  a  member 
of  the  Congregational  Church  of  Mendon.  111. 
Since  1866  Mr.  Cooke  has  been  a  member  of  the 
Congregatirnal  Church  at  Branford.  to^  which  his 
family  also  belong.     Our  subject  has  been  superin- 
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tendcnt  of  the  Sunday-school  four  years,  and  his 
son,  Charles  \V.,  is  a  deacon  in  the  church.  Mr. 
Cooke  is  regarded  as  one  of  the  upright  and  honor- 
able men  of  the  community.  He  belongs  to  Mason 
Rogers  Post,  No.  7,  G.  A.  R.,  of  which  he  was 
commander  for  two  years,  and  is  now  senior  vice- 
commander.     In  politics  he  is  a  Republican. 

HORATIO  NELSO'X  CLARKE,  a  leading 
citizen  and  one  of  the  most  energetic,  enterprising 
and  successful  agriculturists  of  Prospect,  New 
Haven  county,  was  born  in  that  town.  Nov.  14, 
1841,  and  belongs  to  a  family  of  English  origin, 
which  was  early  founded  in  Xew  England,  and  one 
.of  the  first  established  in  this  county. 

Amos  Clarke,  his  grandfather,  was  born  in  Mil- 
ford,  now  the  town  of  Orange,  about  1758,  and 
spent  his  entire  life  in  that  section,  his  time  and 
attention  being  devoted  to  farming.  His  wife, 
Eunice,  a  woman  of  strong  character,   died  Aug. 

30,  1838,  and  he  departed  this  life  Nov.  14,  1841, 
the  remains  of  both  being  interred  m  Orange  ceme- 
tery.    They  had  four  children:     Amos,  born  May 

31,  1791,  died  in  August,  1828;  Ira  Miles,  born 
June  15,  1793,  died  in  September,  1850;  Selah,  fa- 
ther of  our  subject,  was  next  in  order  of  birth;  and 
Lanson,  born  Sept.  4,  1797.  died  in  May,  1876. 

Selah  Clarke,  our  subject's  father,  was  born  in 
the  town  of  Milford,  now  Orange,  Feb.  14,  1795, 
and  there  grew  to  manhood,  remaining  upon  his 
father's  farm  until  1823,  when  he  came  to  Prospect 
and  located  upon  the  Piatt  farm — a  tract  of  115 
acres  in  the  southern  part  of  the  town — where  he 
spent  the  remainder  of  his  life  engaged  in  agri- 
cultural pursuits.  He  was  a  man  noted  for  his  in- 
uustry,  honor  and  honorable  dealings,  and  though 
he  received  only  a  limited  education,  he  kept 
abreast  of  the  times  and  was  well  posted  on  all 
leading  events.  He  took  a  deep  interest  in  town 
affairs,  and  was  a  stanch  supporter  of  the  Demo- 
cratic party,  but  never  sought  political  honors.  He 
was  an  earnest  Christian  and  a  consistent  member 
of  the  Congregational  Church.  He  died  at  his  home 
m  Prospect,  Aug.  29,  1880.  and  was  laid  to  rest  in 
the  Prospect  cemeten.-. 

In  North  ^lilford,  April  25,  1821,  Selah  Clarke 
married  Miss  Hannah  Stone  Smith,  who  was  born 
in  Milford,  Aug.  '26,  1800,  and  died  on  the  home 
farm  in  Prospect,  Sept.  30,  1877,  her  remains  being 
interred  by  the  side  of  those  of  her  husband  in 
Prospect  cemetery.  She  was  a  good  Christian  wo- 
man and  a  faithful  wife  and  mother.  She  too,  be- 
longed to  an  old  and  honored  family  of  New  Eng- 
land, being  a  descendant  of  Rev.  Samuel  Stone,  the 
first  of  the  name  in  America,  and  from  him  she 
traced  her  ancestry  through  the  following:  John 
and  Mary  Stone;  John  and  Susana  (Newton) 
Stone;  EzeKiel  and  Hannah  (Merriman)  Stoiie; 
and  Samuel  and  Damaris  (Beach)  Stone.  She 
was  a  daughter  of  Miles  and  Lucretia  (Downs) 
Smith,  and  a  granddaughter  of  John  and  Hannah 


(Stone)  Downs.  Horatio  N.  Clarke  is  the  young- 
est in  a  family  of  eight  children,  the  others  being 
as  follows :  ( i )  Smith  Selah,  born  in  Milford, 
Feb.  14,  1822,  died  Feb.  7,  1900.  (2)  Miles,  born 
in  Prospect,  June  8,  1825,  resides  in  Naugatuck, 
Conn.  (3)  Plarriette  Eliza,  born  Sept.  25,  1828,  is 
the  wife  of  Lucius  Russell,  a  son  of  Ransom  Rus- 
sell, and  resides  in  New  Haven.  (4)  Spencer 
Amos,  born  Feb.  20,  1833,  is  a  "contractor  and 
builder  of  New  Haven.  (5)  Chanotte  Emily,  born 
iept.  20,  1835,  married  Julius  Smith,  deceased,  who 
was  a  needle  manufacturer  of  New  Haven.  {G) 
Lillian  Adella,  born  April  14,  1837,  is  the  wife  of 
u-eorge  De  Forest  Bissell,  a  retired  citizen  of  Naug- 
atuck. (7)  Sarah  De  Ette,  born  July  7,  1839,  ^^'"i-^ 
educated  in  a  normal  school  and  became  a  noted 
teacher  of  languages  and  music ;  sne  married  Al- 
phonse  Charpiot,  a  master  car  builder  for  the 
ueorgia  Central  railroad,  and  died  in  iNIacon, 
Georgia. 

During  his  boyhood  and  youth  Horatio  N. 
Clarke  attended  the  district  schools  of  Prospect 
]Mills,  a  preparatory  school  of  New  Haven,  and  the 
Naugatuck  high  school,  where  he  acquired  a  good 
practical  education.  He  grew  to  manhood  on  the 
homestead  and  early  acquired  an  excellent  knowl- 
edge of  every  department  of  farm  work.  At  the 
age  of  eighteen  years  he  took  charge  of  his  father's 
business  and  cared  for  his  parents  during  their  de- 
clining years. 

On  Dec.  24,  1864,  in  Bethany,  Conn.,  Mr.  Clarke 
was  united  in  marriage  with  iliss  Laura  De  Ette 
Perkins,  who  was  born  in  the  old  hotel  at  that  place, 
and  is  a  representative  of  an  old  and  highly  re- 
spected family  of  this  county,  being  a  daughter  of 
Guy  and  Laura  (  Doolittle)  Perkins,  and  a  grand- 
daughter of  Archibald  and  Sarah  (French)  Per- 
kins. Her  grandfather  was  a  hotel  keeper  and 
farmer  of  Bethany,  where  he  died  March  4,  1842, 
his  wife  Sept.  27,  1846.  His  father  was  Azariah 
Perkins,  a  native  of  New  Haven  county,  and  the 
son  of  an  Englishman.  Mrs.  Clarke's  maternal 
grandparents  were  Jesse  and  Betsey  (Wooding) 
Doolittle,  the  former  a  son  of  Caleb  and  Hannah 
(Alerriman)  Doolittle,  and  the  latter  a  daughter  of 
Edward  and  Ann  (Peck)  Wooding.  To  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Clarke  have  been  born  five  children,  viz.: 
Maude  Genevieve,  born  in  Bethany,  Oct.  8,  1868, 
is  at  home;  Walton  Perkins,  born  Dec.  26,  1870, 
was  married  July  12,  1898,  to  Nellie  Maria  Page, 
daughter  of  John  M.  I'age,  of  Xaugatuck.  and  is 
employed  in  a  rubber  shop  in  Naugatuck ;  RoUin 
Perkins,  born  June  14.  1880,  is  a  graduate  of  the 
high  school  of  Xaiigatuck ;  Laura  Eloise,  born  Dec. 
19,  1 88 1,  is  possessed  of  some  musical  and  artistic 
ability,  and  is  at  home ;  and  Edith  May,  born  April 
12,  1883,  died  May  9,  18S7.  All  have  attended  the 
Naugatuck  high  school  and  are  well  educated. 
After  his  marriage  INTr.  Clarke  located  on  what 
•  was  known  as  the  Hotchkiss  farm,  and  upon  that 
[  place  he  still  resides,  having  made  extensive  ini- 
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proveiuents  th^-roon  which  add  g;rcatly  to  its  value 
and  attractive  appearance.  After  the  deatli  of  his 
parents  he  bought  the  old  homestead  and  other 
lands  owned  by  his  father,  and  to-day  he  is  one  of 
tJie  largest  landowners  in  Prospect,  his  possessions 
aggregating  600  hundred  acres  in  that  town.  In 
connection  with  general  fanning,  he  is  extensively 
engaged  in  stock  dealing  and  the  dairy  business, 
and  has  upon  his  place  some  fine  Jersey  stock.  He 
also  does  a  large  business  as  a  dealer  in  wood,  for 
which  he  finds  a  ready  market  in  Waterbur}'. 

Politically  Air.  Clarke  has  been  a  life-long  Dem- 
ocrat, but  at  local  elections  votes  for  the  men  whon? 
he  considers  best  qualified  to  fill  the  offices  regard- 
less of  party  lines.  He  is  public-spirited  and  pro- 
gressive, and  gives  liis  support  to  every  enterprise 
.which  he  believes  calculated  to  prove  of  public 
benefit.  He  has  taken  quite  an  active  and  promi- 
nent part  in  town  politics,  and  has  served  as  as- 
sessor five  years ;  tax  collector  nine  years ;  justice 
of  the  peace;  grand  juror:  member  of  the  board  of 
relief ;  and  member  of  the  board  of  selectmen  sev- 
eral terms,  being  still  connected  with  the  last.  He 
has  been  instrumental  in  securing  the  rural  free 
delivery  soon  to  be  established  in  the  town.  Fra- 
ternally, he  is  a  member  of  Beacon  \'alley  Grange, 
and  his  wife  and  children  are  members  of  the 
Episcopal  Church.  The  record  of  Mr.  Clarke  is 
that  of  a  man  who  by  his  own  well-directed  efforts 
has  worked  his  way  upward.  His  life  has  been  one 
of  industry  and  perseverance,  and  the  systematic 
and  honorable  business  methods  he  has  followed 
have  won  him  the  respect  and  confidence  of  all. 

ALFRED  CARLSOX.  As  an  example  of 
what  may  be  accomplished  by  honesty,  energy  and 
perseverance,  under  most  discouraging  circum- 
stances, the  life  of  Alfred  Carlson,  the  subject  of 
this  sketch,  offers  a  very  interesting  and  instructive 
narrative. 

Mr.  Carlson  v.-as  born  at  Holmboe,  Smoland, 
Sweden,  Sept.  5,  1842,  a  son  of  Carl  and  Katherina 
(Scott)  Carlson,  the  former  of  whom  was  a  farmer, 
and  lived  and  died  in  the  little  village  of  his  birth, 
near  the  city  of  Guttenberg.  The  children  born 
to  these  worthy  people  were :  Charlotte,  widow  of 
Edwin  Anderson,  lives  in  Xaugatuck,  Conn.;  Caro- 
line, widow  of  Andrew  Monson.  who  was  killed  by 
an  accident  in  Canada  ;  Alfred  ;  and  Gustavus,  who 
lives  in  Middletown.  Connecticut. 

Alfred  Carlson  received  but  a  limited  educa- 
tion, as  his  father  died  when  he  was  quite  young, 
and,  being  the  oldest  son,  he  naturally  assumed  the 
responsibility  of  his  own  support.  Facing  the  situ- 
ation bravely,  he  left  school  and  engaged  as  a 
helper  in  a  tannery,  where  he  worked  for  a  year 
and  one-half,  but  as  this  brought  him  only  his 
board  and  clothes,  he  tried  to  find  something  else. 
For  a  short  time  he  worked  with  a  carpenter,  and 
by  the  time  he  was  eighteen  years  old  was  working 
as  a  farm  hand,  receiving  board,  clothes  and  $30 


per  year,  b'or  some  time  prior  to  1871  he  foun.l 
employment  as  a  coachman  for  a  wealthy  man  in 
Sweden,  but  America  was  the  goal  of  his  ambi- 
tion, many  of  his  friends  and  relatives  having  be- 
come prosperous  in  this  country. 

W'lien  .\lr.  Carlson  landed  in  Xew  York  his  capi- 
tal consisted  of  $JO  in  money  and  an  unbounded 
ambition,  both  of  which  he  found  very  necessary 
adjuncts  for  success  in  the  situation  which  he 
faced.  Sa\brook,  Conn.,  was  his  first  location,  as 
there  was  plenty  of  work  there  on  the  Connecticut 
Valley  R.  R.,  then  in  the  course  of  construction, 
"and  for  about  eighteen  months  he  worked  on  that 
road  between  Sa\brook  and  Hartford,  later  finding 
employment  of  the  same  kind  at  Tarift'ville,  Conn., 
on  the  Xew  England  R.  R.  At  a  still  later  date 
he  went  to  Portland,  where  many  of  his  country- 
men were  working  in  the  brown  stone  quarries,  and 
while  there  formed  the  acquaintance  of  Erastus 
Brainerd,  and  was  engaged  by  him  as  coachman, 
remaining  one  of  his  trusted  employes  for  nine 
years.  A  part  of  his  earnings  were  regularly  sent 
to  his  aged  mother  in  Sweden,  but  by  economy  he 
accumulated  enough  in  these  nine  years  to  buy  his 
present  farm  in  Xorth  Haven,  it  then  being  know'n 
as  the  Harvey  Sacket  place,  and  consisted  of 
twenty-five  acres.  Hard  work  was  required  to  clear 
this  land  of  stone  and  brush,  but  Mr.  Carlson  had 
the  energy  and  perseverance  to  accomplish  much, 
and  bravely  set  to  work,  transforming  in  a  short 
time  this  wilderness  into  a  profitable  farm.  Adding 
more  land  as  his  means  permitted,  he  has  now  an 
estate  of  fifty-five  acres,  upon  which  he  carries  on 
market  gardening  and  general  farming  in  a  very 
satisfactory   way. 

In  1874,  in  Portland,  Mr.  Carlson  was  married 
to  Georgia  Marie  Olson,  who  was  born  March  10, 
1857,  in  Seffle,  Sweden,  daughter  of  Peter  and 
Eliza  (Portstrom)  Olson.  The  children  born  of 
this  union  were:  William,  residing  in  Xew  Haven, 
a  graduate  of  Upsaller  College,  Brooklyn,  X.  Y. ; 
Franz  Oscar,  deceased  :  Alfred  Herbert ;  Axel  Har- 
old ;  Hannah  Amelia ;  Hilma  Marie :  Carl  Henry ; 
and  Helen  Josephine.  Mr.  Carlson  has  made  every 
enueavor  to  give  his  children  good  educational  ad- 
vantages, and,  in  his  upright  life,  he  has  set  them 
a  good  example.  Both  he  and  his  wife  are  valued 
members  of  the  Lutheran  (Sweiiish)  Church,  m 
X^ew  Haven.  In  politics  Mr.  Carlson  is  a  Repub- 
lican, and  is  socially  connected  with  the  Grange  of 
Xorth  Haven.  A  generous  and  progressive  citi- 
zen>  and  a  kind  and  hospitable  neighbor,  Mr.  Carl- 
son has  the  esteem  of  the  whole  community. 

D.  WILLIAM  FOWLER,  a  farmer  and  citizen 
of  East  Haven,  Conn.,  was  born  in  Flemington, 
X.  J.,  Xov.  25,  1841,  but  is  a  representative  of  one 
of  the  old  and  honored  families  of  this  State. 

David  Sullivan  Fowler,  his  father,  was  born  in 
Xorth  GuiUVird.  Conn.,  March  5.  1807,  a  son  of 
Samuel  Fowler,  and  was  there  reared  upon  a  farm. 
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W'lien  a  }OUiig'  man  lie  oiijan  teaching'  school,  and 
in  that  capacity  came  to  East  Haven.  While  thus 
employed  he  boarded  with  Philemon  Holt,  and  fell 
in  love  with  that  gentleman's  daughter.  Miss  Char- 
lotte E.  Holt,  to  whom  he  was  married  Jan.  20, 
1832.  She  was  born  March  6,  1809,  on  the  farm 
wh^re  our  subject  now  resides,  and  her  father  was 
born  just  across  the  road.  Shortly  after  his  mar- 
riage David  S.  Fowler  removed  to  Flemington, 
N.  J.,  where  he  carried  on  a  general  country  store 
for  a  time,  and  then  purchased  a  farm,  to  the  cul- . 
livation  and  improvement  of  which  he  devoted  his 
attention  until  1846,  when  he  returned  to  East 
Haven,  Conn.,  and  located  on  the  old  Holt  home- 
stead, and  continued  to  make  his  nome  there  until 
his  death,  in  liis  fifty-eighth  year.  He  was  one  of 
the  most  prominent  and  influential  mett  of  East 
Haven  in  his  day.  and  in  1857  was  elected  high 
sheriff  of  New  Haven  county  for  a  term  of  three 
years,  and  he  had  also  served  in  the  State  Senate. 
So  efficiently  and  satisfactorily  did  he  fill  that  office 
that  he  was  re-elected  for  another  term,  serving,  in 
all,  six  years.  Politically  he  was. identified  with  the 
Democratic  party,  and  fraternally  affiliated  with  the 
■Masonic  order.  He  was  an  active  and  prominent 
member  of  St.  James"  Episcopal  Church  of  Fair 
Haven,  to  which  his  wife  also  belonged.  To  this 
worthy  couple  were  born  nine  children,  namely : 
Charles  H..  born  March  17.  1833,  is  an  attorney  at 
law  of  New  Haven ;  Cornelia,  born  July  9,  1835, 
died  Jan.  10,  1885  ;  Annie  J.,  born  Aug.  6,  1837, 
rnarried  Joel  A.  Sperry,  of  Xew  Haven,  and  died 
July  20,  1895 ;  Harriet,  born  Dec.  6,  1839,  died 
Feb.  5,  1889;  D.  William,  born  Xov.  25,  1841 ; 
Sarah  A.,  born  July  21,  1844,  is  the  wife  of  James 
K.  Scott,  of  New  York;  George  S..  born  Feb.  24, 
1847,  's  engaged  in  the  gents'  furnishing  business 
in  New  York  City;  John  H.,  born  Dec.  9,  1849.  is 
in  the  wholesale  lumber  business  at  No.  87  Church 
street,  New  Haven;  and  James  B.,  born  Nov.  17, 
1850, .is  a  salesman  for  Sperry  &  Barnes,  of  New 
Haven. 

D.  William  Fowler  was  educated  in  the  public 
schools  of  his  native  town,  and  grew  to  manhood 
upon  the  home  farm,  of  which  he  had  complete 
charge  after  his  father's  election  to  the  office  of 
sheriff.  On  the  latter's  death,  he  purchased  the 
interest  of  the  other  heirs,  and  now  has  about  200 
acres  of  land  in  East  Haven,  with  good  and  sub- 
stantial buildings,  and  has  met  with  fair  success  in 
his  undertakings.  He  is  a  supporter  of  the  Demo- 
cratic party,  and  in  his  religious  faith  is  a  member 
of  St.  James'  Episcopal  Church,  Fair  Haven. 

E.  ROWL.\XD  D.W'IS  is  an  old  and  esteemed 
citizen  of  Waterbury,  and  as  the  proprietor  of  the 
Waterbury  Steam  Laundry,  at  No.  17  Canal  street, 
has  made  his  name  familiar  to  the  people  of  a 
wide  section  of  country.  He  has  at  this  point  a 
fine  plant  fidly  equipped  with  moderr,  and  up-t"- 
date  appliances,  and  does  not  only  the  regular  work 


of  a  laundry,  but  carpet  cleaning  and  steam  dyeing' 
as  well.  His  trade  e.Ktends  throughout  the  city, 
and  agencies  are  maintained  in  many  of  the  adjoin- 
ing towns  and  villages.  Mr.  Davis  also  owns  an 
equally  extensive  establishment  at  Naugatuck. 
His  business  in  Waterburv  gives  steady  employ- 
ment to  about  thirty  people.  Mr.  Davis  was  born 
in  Middletown.  Conn..  Feb.  14,  1847.  ^  ^o"  of  Evan 
Davis,  a  native  of  W'ales,  who  emigrated  to  this 
country  when  about  eight  years  of  age. 

David  Davis,  the  father  of  Evan,  came  to  New* 
York  City,  and  owned  a  farm  where  the  old  reser- 
voir now  stands  on  Forty-second  street.  To-day 
that  property  is  the  most  valuable  in  the  city.  Mr. 
Davis  sold  out,  and  bought  a  farm,  which  has  since 
become  equall\-  as  valuable,  located  at  the  inter- 
section of  Fulton  and  Classin  avenues.  Mr.  Davis 
married  a  Miss  Newand  and  reared  a  family  of 
five  children :  Evan,  the  father  of  E.  Rowland ; 
John  ;  }klary  :  Kate  ;  and  Hannah.  John,  wore  the 
Union  blue  in  the  Civil  war,  and  is  now  a  resident 
of  New  York  City,  where  his  sister  ]^Iary  also 
lives.  The  other  members  of  the  family  are  dead, 
and  the  father  died  in  Brooklyn  yeai;s  ago. 

Evan  Davis  grew  up  in  New  York,  and  married 
Miss  Rachel  Brooks,  a  daughter  of  Stephen  Brooks, 
of  Steuben,  N.  Y.,  a  man  of  more  than  ordinary 
ability.  After  their  marriage  the  young  couple 
went  to  r^Iiddletown,  where  Mr.  Davis  operated  the 
first  ferry  between  that  city  and  Portland.  This 
was  his  btisiness  for  many  years,  but  he  finally  sold 
it  because  his  religious  convictions  interfered  with 
a  Sunday  traffic.  Mr.  Davis,  was  a  deacon  of  the 
Congregational  Church  at  the  time  of  his  death,  in' 
1870,  a  man  of  strong  convictions  and  high  moral 
worth.  Mrs.  Davis  is  still  living.  Thev  were  the 
parents  of  six  children:  Stephen  B.,  D.  Newand, 
^arah,  E.  Rowland.  Carroll  and  Catherine  E.  Ste- 
phen served  in  the  Civil  war,  and  is  Judge  of  Pro- 
bate in  Middletown ;  D.  Xewand  also  served  in 
the  Civil  war.  and  he  has  been  deputy  sheriff  in 
Middletown:  .Sarah  married  D.  A.  Brooks,  and 
has  her  home  in  Brooklyn ;  Carroll  died  in  infancy : 
and  Catherine  is  the  wife  of  \\'illiam  Murken,  of 
Brooklyn. 

E.  Rowland  Davis  grew  to  manhood  under  the 
parental  roof  in  Middletown,  and  had  his  educa- 
tion in  the  local  schools.  As  a  young  man  he  se- 
cured a  good  position  in  the  First  Xational  Bank, 
wdiich  he  held  for  three  years.  He  then  went  to 
Florida,  where  he  was  in  business  three  years,  when 
he  returned  to  Connecticut  and  secured  a  position 
as  a  clerk  in  a  book  store,  remaining  seven  years. 
At  the  expiration  of  that  period  he  opened  up  in 
his  present  business,  to  which  reference  has  alreadv 
been  made,  and  in  1884  he  came  to  Waterbury,  and 
engaged  in  a  steam  laundry.  Success  has  crowned 
his  efforts  from  the  beginning,  and  he  is  now  the 
proprietor  of  a  laundry  plant  that  is  as  complete  and 
|)erfect  in  all  its  appointments  as  may  be  found  in 
the  State.  " 
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On  Feb.  4,  1875,  Mr.  Davis  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  ]\liss  Eliza  Maney,  of  Portland,  a  daup-h- 
ter  of  Morris  ]\Ianey,  who  was  of  Irish  extraction. 
No  children  have  come  to  this  union.  Mr.  Davis 
is  a  Republican,  and  is  recognized  as  a  man  of 
solid  worth  and  genuine  character  by  all  who  know 
hirh.  He  is  a  charter  member  of  the  I.  O.  R.  M., 
and  is  a  colonel  of  the  Uniformed  Rank  of  the 
Knights  of  Pythias.  He  is  also  a  charter  mem- 
ber of  the  A.  O.  U.  W.,  and  of  the  Independent 
Order  of  the  Heptasophs.  !Mr.  Davis  is  a  lojal 
member  of  the  Congregational  Church. 

WILLlAAl  E.  DAVIS  is  a  leading  representa- 
tive of  the  business  interests  of  Hamden,  where  he 
is  extensively  engaged  m  the  manufacture  of  brick. 
A  man  of  excellent  business  ability  and  broad  re- 
sources, he  has  attained  a  prominent  place  among 
the  substantial  citizens  of  this  part  of  the  county, 
and  has  won  success  by  his  well-directed,  energetic 
efforts,  the  prosperity  that  has  come  to  him  being 
well  deserved. 

.A  native  of  Hamden,  Mr.  Davis  was  born  Jan. 
30,  1848,  a  sork  of  Edward  and  Jsetsey  M.  (Augur) 
Davis,  a  sketch  of  whom  appears  elsewhere.  He 
was  reared  upon  the  home  farm,  and  was  educated 
in  the  common  schools  of  Hamden  and  the  private 
schools  of  Xew  Haven.  He  remained  under  the 
parental  roof  until  eighteen  years  of  age,  when,  in 
company  with  his  brother,  James  A.,  he  began 
business  as  a  contractor  in  New  Haven,  grading 
streets,  laying  sewers,  etc.,  for  five  years.  Subse- 
quently he  was  engaged  in  putting  down  concrete 
siaewalks  and  roads  for  six  years,  and  then  pur- 
chased land  and  established  a  brick  yard.  In  the 
spring  of  1883  lie  opened  another  yard,  and  still 
continues  to  operate  both  plants,  giving  employ- 
ment to  between  eighty  and  ninety  men.  In  1896 
over  10,000,000  brick  were  here  manufactured,  and 
the  product  turned  out  being  of  a  superior  quality, 
tinds  a  ready  sale  in  the  market. 

On  Dec.  21,  1874,  Mr.  Davis  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Miss  Sophia  ^l.  Tamblingson,  a 
native  of  England,  who  came  to  the  United  States 
when  in  her  teens  to  her  older  sister,  Mrs.  Howard 
Shennan,  and  made  her  home  at  Whitneyville  until 
her  marriage.  The  parents  of  Mrs.  Davis  died  in 
England  previous  to  her  coming  to  the  United 
States.  To  this  union  four  children  have  been  born, 
namely:  William  E.,  Jr.,  is  a  member  of  the  class 
of  1902  at  Yale ;  Jessie  has  been  educated  at  the 
Orton  and  Nichols  private  school  of  New  Haven, 
and  is  now  at  home ;  Harold  M.  is  at  home ;  and 
Howard  S.  died  in  infancy.  The  family  occupy 
one  of  the  most  beautiful  homes  in  Hamden.  where 
ivlr.  Davis  owns  ten  acres  of  land  which  he  has  im- 
proved in  a  most  artistic  manner.  He  and  his  wife 
are  active  and  prominent  members  of  the  Congre- 
gational Church,  and  they  hold  a  high  position  in 
the  best  social  circles  of  the  commr.nity.  I:i  politi- 
cal sentiment  our  subject  is  a  Republican,  but  has 


lux-n  distinctively  a  business  man,  his  interest  in 
party  matters  practically  ending  with  the  regular 
casting  of  his  vote.  In  town  affairs  he  invariably 
selects  the  best  men,  regardless  of  political  affili- 
ation. In  State  and  national  matters  he  is  stanch  in 
the  support  of  Republican  principles.  Pie  is  [ilaiii 
and  courteous,  imassuming  in  manner,  neither  dis- 
playing his  virtues  nor  attempting  to  hide  his 
faults.  Plis  sympathy  and  kindness  of  heart  have 
frequently  been  shown  always  in  a  stibstantial  man- 
ner. Mr.  Davis  is  progressive,  and  a  warm  friend 
and  patron  of  higher  education.  He  is  domestic  in 
his  tastes,  taking  a  keen  interest  in  his  home  and 
family.  His  career  has  been  such  as  to  commend 
him  to  the  confidence  and  respect  of  all  with  whou7 
he  has  come  in  contact,  and  he  has  become  one  of 
the  most  prominent  business  men  of  Hamden,  per- 
petuating an  honored  name  in  that  town. 

LEAXDER  F-  RICHMOND,  a  progressive  and 
enterprising  citizen  of  East  Haven,  New  Haven 
county,  who  is  now  successfully  engaged  in  dairy 
fanning,  was  born  in  1825,  in  Madison,  this  State. 
He  is  a  son  of  Dwight  F.  Richmond;  grandson  of 
Vial  Richmond,  who  was  a  soldier  in  the  war  of 
1812;  and  a  great-grandson  of  Thomas  Richmond, 
a  Revolutionary  soldier. 

Dwight  F.  Richmond  was  a  shoemaker  an<l 
farmer  by  occupation.  He  married  Lucy  A.  Field, 
daughter  of  Harry  and  Polly  (Leach)  Field,  and 
they  had  four  children :  Leander  F.,  whose  name 
opens  this  sketch ;  Frances  A.,  widow  of  Martin 
Chalker,  of  Durham,  Conn.,  who  now  lives  in  Bos- 
ton ;  Celestia  M.,  who  is  unmarried  and  lives  with 
our  subject;  and  Anstress  E.,  who  married  Monroe 
Burr,  of  Killingworth,  Conn.  Mrs.  Richmond  was 
related  to  Cyrus  Field  and  Rev  David  Dudle>- 
Field.  Her  mother's  brotlier,  Leverett  Leach,  was 
a  merchant ;  his  two  sons,  Marsden  and  Oscar,  both 
now  deceased,  were  residents  of  Durham,  Con- 
necticut. 

Leander  F.  Richmond  was  reared  upon  a  farm 
in  his  native  town,  and  there  remained  until  eight- 
een years  of  age,  when  he  commenced  work  at  die 
butcher's  trade  in  Middletown.  From  there  he 
went  to  Meriden,  and  four  years  later  removed  to 
Guilford,  where  he  conducted  a  meat  market  -for 
three  years.  At  the  end  of  that  time  he  sold  out 
his  business  and  went  to  Essex,  Conn.,  where  he 
followed  the  same  business  one  year.  Coming  to 
East  Haven,  he  was  engaged  in  the  wholesale 
butcher  business  here  until  1862.  The  following 
two  years  he  spent  at  Plainville,  Conn.,  but  at  the 
end  of  that  time  he  returned  to  East  Haven,  wdiere 
he  had  purchased  a  farm  before  his  removal  to 
Plainville,  and  he  made  his  home  there  until  1S92, 
when  he  removed  to  his  present  place,  in  the  same 
town.  He  has  been  quite  successful  in  his  under- 
takings, and  is  todav  one  of  the  well-to-do  ami 
substantial  citizens  of  his  community.  He  is  also  a 
man   of   considerable   prominence   in  town   affairs. 
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hat  has  never  c.irei!  t'l^r  p.jlitical  honors,  lie  af- 
fihates  with  the  Repubhcan  party,  and  gives  his 
support  to  tliose  measures  which  he  beheves  calcu- 
lated to  prove  of  pubHc  henetit.  In  iSbi  he  joined 
the  Governor's  Horse  Guards,  in  which  he  ser\-ed 
until  1875. 

On  Dec.  5,  1854,  Mr.  Richmond  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Miss  Delia  A.  Grannis,  and  to  them 
have  been  born  three  chiklren,  namely :  Alice  E., 
who  died  in  infancy;  IJertha  B..  wife  of  Leroy 
Kirkham  (no  children);  and  Clifford  Sherwood, 
who  died  in  1871,  at  the  age  of  two  years  and  seven 
months. 

Thomas  Grannis,  the  father  of  Mrs.  Richmond, 
was  born  Aug.  22,  1802,  a  son  of  Samuel  Gran- 
nis, and  grandson  of  Joseph  Grannis.  Samuel 
Grannis  married  a  lady  named  Chidsev,  and 
Thomas  was  the  youngest  in  a  family  of  six  chil- 
dren, the  others  being :  Joseph ;  Nancy,  who  mar- 
ried Hezekiah  Sheppard,  and,  for  her  second  hus- 
band, Thomas  Landcraft ;  Betsey,  wife  of  Stephen 
Smith ;  Olive,  wife  of  Justin  Ludington ;  and  Har- 
riet, second  wife  of  Justin  Ludington.  Thomas 
Grannis  and  his  brothers  were  among  the  first  in 
this  locality  to  engage  in  the  oyster  business,  and 
in  the  interest  of  that  trade  used  to  make  regular 
trips  to  Albany,  N.  Y.,  by  team.  He  also  carried 
on  farming  with  marked  success,  and  was  one  of 
the  highly  respected  citizens  of  East  Haven.  He 
married  ]\Iis5  Almira  Andrews,  who  was  born  Dec. 
3,  1805,  a  daughter  of  Xathan  and  ^lahitable 
(Pardee)  Andrews,  the  former  a  soldier  in  the 
Revolution.  Mrs.  Grannis  died  Oct.  11,  1866,  and 
Mr.  Grannis'  death  occurred  July  4.  i860.  In  the 
family  of  this  worthy  couple  were  seven  children, 
as  follows :  Thomas,  now  a  resident  of  Fair  Hav- 
en; Edwin,  who  was  born  March  6,  1828,  and  died 
April  2,  1889:  Miles,  who  died  in  infancy;  William 
Miles,  a  prominent  farmer  of  East  Haven,  who 
died  Oct.  18,  1898;  Delia  A.,  wife  of  our  subject; 
Sarah,  wife  of  S.  D.  Bradley,  of  Fair  Haven;  and 
Mary  A.,  wife  of  Charles  Packard. 

JOHN  AVIXGTOX  PHELPS,  a  noted  citizen 
of  Guilford,  was  born  March  21,  1842,  in  Hadlyme, 
this  State.  He  was  one  of  the  prime  movers  in  the 
establishment  of  a  national  bank  in  Guilford,  of 
which  he  is  vice-president  and  a  director. 

Niles  Phelps,  his  grandfather,  was  a  native  of 
Connecticut,  and  a  farmer  and  extensive  land  owner 
in  Hadlyme,  where  he  spent  his  life,  and  died  at  the 
age  of  seventy-fix  years.  Mrs.  Esther  Phelps,  his 
wife,  died  in  March,  1825,  at  the  age  of  fifty-five 
years. 

.\lvan  P.  Phelps,  the  father  of  John  A.,  was 
born  in  Hadlyme,  July  30,  1798,  and  learned  the 
trade  of  a  clothier,  at  which  he  worked  for  a  num- 
ber of  years.  After  a  somewhat  varied  experience, 
in  which  he  was  emi>lryed  in  TIridlvme.  River  Head, 
Long  Island  an^l  KillingW'.irth,  he  snent  the  balance 
of  his  life  in  the  last  named  town,  where  he  became 
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er.gaged  in  farming  and  stockraising.  He  died  in 
KilHngsvortli  July  31,  1873,  and  was  buried  in  the 
local  cemetery  in  the  Southwest  district.  He  be- 
longed to  the  Congregational  Church.  In  his  po- 
litical relations  lie  was  originally  a  Whig,  on 
the  dissolution  of  that  party  becoming  a  Repub- 
lican. He  filled  several  local  offices,  was  frequciUly 
before  the  public  in  a  business  capacity,  and  became 
widely  known  as  an  upright  and  able  business  man, 
as  well  as  a  good  citizen.  On  yia.y  21,  1823,  Mr. 
Phelps  was  married,  in  Hadlyme,  Conn.,  to  Azubah 
Hungerford.  who  was  born  in  Hadlyme  April  7, 
1797,  a  daughter  of  Elijah  and  Rhoda  Hungerford, 
and  dietl  in  Killingworth  Oct.  14,  1879 ;  she  was 
buried  in  the  local  cemetery.  She  was  the  mother 
of  nine  children:  (i)  Azubah  J.,  born  June  21, 
1824,  married,  Dec.  20,  1844,  Philander  Harrison, 
of  Hadlyme.  (2)  Alvan  C.,  born  Feb.  15,  1826, 
was  a  traveling  tobacco  salesman  ;  he  was  married 
^lay  5,  1850,  in  Wethersfield,  to  Louisa  L.  Wood- 
house.  (3)  Sylvester  P.,  born  Jan.  6,  1828,  died 
May  5,  1843.  (4)  Orris  C,  born  Jan.  24.  1830, 
married,  Oct.  17,  1849,  Stephen  E.  Wilcox,  of 
Killingivorth,  and  died  Oct.  17,  1899.  (5)  Fred- 
erick O.,  born  March  17,  1832,  married  Eudora- 
Eldridge,  and  died  July  6,  1875,  in  Sag  Harbor, 
L.  I.  (6)  Charlotte  M.,  born  Aug.  7,  1834,  mar- 
ried G.  C.  Phelps.  (7)  Ldysses  C,  born  July  10, 
1837,  married  Isabella  H.  Tiffany  ^^larch  10,  1863. 
(8)  Elijah  Hungerford,  born  Jan.  4,  1840,  became 
a  teacher  and  was  professor  and  principal  of  an 
engineering  college  in  Peoria,  111.  He  married  Marv' 
A.  Reed  April  24,  1862.  (9)  John  A.  was  born 
^larch  21.  1842. 

John  A.  Phelps  was  educated  in  the  Killing- 
worth  district  and  select  schools.  L'ntil  the  break- 
ing out  of  the  Civil  war  he  lived  at  home.  Orr 
Sept.  7,  1861,  at  the  age  of  nineteen,  he  enlisted 
for  service  in  the  Civil  war,  as  a  member  of  Com- 
pany K,  8th  Conn.  V^olunteers,  Col.  Edward  Har- 
lanci  commanding  the  regiment,  and  Capt.  Charles 
L.  Upham  the  company.  Mr.  Phelps  re-enlisted 
Jan.  4,  1864,  in  Companv  H,  2d  Connecticut  Heavy 
Artillery  (Col.  Elisha  Kellogg  being  in  command 
of  the  regiment,  and  Capt.  James  'SI.  Coe  in  com- 
mand of  the  company),  and  served  through  the 
war.  He  was  promoted  to  corporal,  and  proved 
himself  a  brave  and  capable  soldier,  participating 
in  the  various  battles  in  which  his  regiment  was 
engaged,  in  the  Army  of  the  Potomac.  He  was 
in  the  Grand  Review  at  Washington.  Returning 
home,  he  resumed  farming,  at  which  he  continued 
until  1873,  in  which  year  he  was  made  foreman 
for  Townsend  Brothers,  at  East  Haven,  remaining 
with  them  one  year.  Coming  back  to  Guilford,  he 
bought  a  farm  of  sixty  acres  from  Samuel  D.  Crit- 
tenden, on  which  he  made  many  improvements.  He 
was  one  of  the  pioneer  peach  and  berry  growers 
in  his  town.  Mr.  Phelps  was  a  general  fanner 
until  iSSi.  when  he  became  connected  with  the 
Phelps  Publishing  Co.,  of  Springfield,  Mass.     By 
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ilie  purcha.-e  of  ihe  Oranj:;e  Judd  Co..  of  New  York, 
he  became  a  stockholder,  and  these  two  companies 
are  now  doing  busine>s  with  a  capital  stock  of  $700.- 
000,  publishinjj  the  leading  agricultural  papers  in 
the  country.  In  ihi~  work  Mr.  Phelps  has  been 
very  successful,  during  the  twenty-one  years  he 
has  followed  it,  and  during  which  time  he  has  cov- 
ered Xew  England,  Xew  York  and  Long  Island 
m  his  canvass  for  subscriptions  to  the  Xcn-  Eng- 
land Homestead,  The  Farm  and  Home  and  the' 
American  Agriculturist. 

Mr.  Phelps  was  married.  [March  23.  1865,  in 
Clinton,  to  Ellen  Griswold  Wright,  a  daughter  of 
Capt.  Jeremiah  and  Laura  Ann  CHurd)  Wright. 
Her  father,  who  was  a  sea  cantain,  was  a  son  of 
William  Wright,  of  Westbrook.  To  this  union 
have  come  four  children:  (i)  Albert  H..  born 
Xov.  7,  1866,  is  engaged  with  his  father  in  the 
paper  business,  and  has  his  home  in  Clinton.  He 
married  Edith  I.  Griswold,  of  Killingworth,  a 
daughter  of  Washington  E.  Griswold,  of  Guilford, 
and  they  had  one  child.  Edith  Griswold  Phelps. 
This  wife  died  Dec.  i,  1894,  and  Mr.  Phelps  mar- 
.  Tied  Frances  Burnham.  (2)  Oscar  A.,  born  Jan. 
18,  1869,  is  a  resident  of  Hartford,  and  is  super- 
intendent of  the  Waberton  Chapel.  He  married 
Edith  C.  Foster,  a  daughter  of  Ralph  Foster,  and 
they  have  two  children.  Dorothy  Foster  and  Alice 
Buckland.  (3)  Emma  L..  born  Aug.  29,  1874, 
married  George  Walters,  of  Guilford,  Oct.  11,  1899, 
and  died  Feb.  i.  1901.  She  was  a  teacher  in  the 
public  schools  before  her  marriage.  (4)  Mary  E.. 
born  April  14,  1878,  is  a  graduate  of  the  Guilford 
high  school  and  is  living  at  home. 

Mr.  Phelps  is  a  stanch  Republican,  and  is  active 
in  public  life,  served  as  burgess  of  the  borough  of 
Guilford,  and  also  as  tax  collector,  and  justice  of 
the  peace.  He  strongly  opposes  any  form  of  ma- 
chine politics.  He  is  well  posted  on  the  events  of 
the  day,  and  is  acquainted  throughout  the  Eastern 
States.  He  and  his  wife  belong  to  the  First  Con- 
gregational Church,  and  he  belongs  to  Parmelee 
Post,  Xo.  2,  G.  A.  R..  at  Guilford;  St.  Albans 
Lodge,  Xo.  38,  F.  &  A.  M. ;  and  is  a  prominent 
member  of  th<;  Veteran  Mason  Association  of  Con- 
necticut. He  was  raised  to  the  third  degree  of 
Masonry,  X'ov.-  23,  1868,  at  Jeptha  Lodge,  X'o.  95, 
Clinton,  Conn.,  joining  St.  Albans  Lodge  by  demit. 
Mrs.  Phelps  and  daughter  are  charming  and  cul- 
tured ladies.  Since  1889  the  family  have  lived  in 
Guilford,  where  they  occupy  a  pleasant  and  attrac- 
tive home. 

_  CAPT.  JOHX  B.  ZIMMER,  a  retired  sea  cap- 
tain and  fanner  in  the  town  of  Wallingford,  was 
born  at  Wallersangen,  near  Saaluis,  in  the  Rhine 
Province,   Germany.   April   25.    1843. 

Jacob  Zimmer,  the  father  of  Capt.  John  B.,  was 
born  in  the  same  plac.-.  and  was  a  sail'r.  rising  to 
the  command  of  several  important  vessels  on  suc- 
cessive voyages.    He  died  in  his  native  village,  pass- 


ing away  in  the  cunimunion  of  the  Catholic  Church. 
Alary  Ann  Rambot,  his  wife,  was  the  niotb.er  of  the 
following  children:  John  B.,  whose  name  appears 
above;  Jacob,  who  is  a  farmer,  as  well  as  a  con- 
tractor and  builder;   Xicholas,  an  engineer  in  the 

■  Imperial  service  in  Germany ;  Anthone,  a  commis- 
sion merchant  in  Chicago;  John,  deceased;  Con- 
stantine;  William,  a  godson  of  Wilhelm  IV,  King 
of  Germany ;  Frederick  and  Adolph,  both  deceased. 

Captain  Zimmer  had  a  good  education  in  Ger- 
many, and  also  worked  out  for  himself  a  mastery 
of  matheiTiatics,  so  that  when  he  went  to  sea  with 
his  father,  as  he  did  at  a  very  early  age,  he  was 
prepared  to  study  the  science  of  navigation  with  an 
understanding  mind.  He  remained  with  his  father 
until  he  reached  the  age  of  twenty  years,  and  had 
become  second  mate.  During  these  years  he  had 
learned  the  art  of  navigation  in  the  Holland  lan- 
guage. Leaving  his  father,  he  secured  a  position 
on  the  packet  "Dunsburg,"  plying  between  Rotter- 
dam and  X'ew  York,  where  he  was  rated  as  an  able 
seaman  and  second  mate.  For  a  year  and  a  half  he 
,  was    first    mate    on    board    the   American    vessel 

■  "Waverly."  In  1870  he  entered  the  United  States 
X'avy  as  quartermaster  on  the  U.  S.  Frigate  "Colo- 

1  rado,"  under  command  of  Admiral  John  Rodgers, 
i  with  Capt.  George  H.  Cooper  as  executive  officer. 
I  He  took  part  in  the  expedition  to  Corea,  and  was 
also  engaged  in  that  which  went  to  Japan.  The 
"Colorado,"  with  other  United  States  vessels,  was 
sent  to  Manila  to  obtain  the  freedom  of  certain 
Americans  who  had  been  unjustly  incarcerated  by 
the  Spanish  Government.  Xeedless  to  say,  their 
.freedom  was  promptly  conceded.  After  three  years 
in  the  United  States  service  Quarter  Master  Zim- 
mer was  honorably  discharged  at  Xew  York,  and 
at  once  resumed  his  work  in  the  mercantile  marine. 
He  became  sailing  master  of  the  three-master  "A. 
B.  Perry."  was  also  master  of  the .  three-master 
"X'inyard"  two  years  and  then  mate  on  board  the 
"Ruby,"  under  command  of  Capt.  Rice,  and  re- 
tained this  position  for  five  years,  and  he  then  com- 
manded the  "Ruby"  for  two  voyages.  Mr.  Zim- 
mer was  captain  on  board  the  brig  "Pearl"  for  two 
years  in  foreign  voyages,  and  was  in  command  of 
the  brigantine  "Constance"  for  a  year  and  a  half, 
engaging  in  the  West  Indies  trade.  In  1889  he  be- 
came half  owner  of  the  "William  Graham,"  and  in 
this  venture  he  met  with  disaster.  The  vessel  was 
overtaken  by  a  severe  storm,  and  though  Capt. 
Zimmer  saved  the  ship,  he  lost  all  he  had.  The 
ship,  itself,  was  so  greatly  damaged,  that  he  gave 
it  up,  more  especially  as  the  failure  of  the  Baring 
Brothers  had  so  greatly  crippled  the  mercantile 
service.  The  command  of  the  brig  "Cuba"  was 
given  him.  and  after  some  time  the  bark  "Teils- 
man."  This  last  vessel  was  owned  by  W.  P.  Arm- 
strong, of  Xew  Haven,  and  after  fifteen  months' 
scr\-ice  at  sea  with  her,  Capt.  Zimmer  gave  up  a 
sailor's  life,  and  settled  down  on  shore.  He  had 
been   on   sea   thirty-nine  years   after   attaining   his 
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iiiajority,  and  ^vas  mate  of  seven  vessels,  and  cap- 
lain  of  eight.  Owning  a  gootl  farm  in  Walling- 
fiird,  he  came  to  the  town  to  make  it  his  home. 
I'his  land  came  into  his  possession  in  1S85,  wlien 
he  bought  it  from  Dr.  Harrison.  In  1894  he  added 
to  his  original  purchase,  and  now  has  one  of  the 
most  attractive  country  homes  in  Wallingford.  The 
La[itain  gives  special  attention  to  the  manufacture 
of  cider.  Captain  Zimmer  is  of  a  genial  disposi- 
tion, and  y  friencllv  spirit.  I"or  many  years  on  the 
ocean,  he  has  visited  nearly  all  the  large  seaport 
towns  and  cities  the  world  over,  and  possesses  a 
fund  of  valuable  information.  A  well-read  man, 
and  a  thorough  mathematician,  he  is  a  man  of 
marked  individuality,  and  would  attract  attention 
as  a  capable  and  efficient  character  anywhere. 

Capt.  Zimmer  was  married  in  1877  to  Miss 
Catherine  Donahough,  in  Brooklui.  Mrs.  Zim- 
mer was  a  woman  of  cheerful  disposition,  and  was 
known  as  a  good  and  faithful  wife  and  mother. 
She  died  June  7,  1S89,  and  was  buried  in  the  Cath- 
olic Cemetery  at  Wallingford.  To  this  union  were 
born  three  children :  Mary,  who  resides  in  New 
York.  Elizabeth,  at  home:  and  John  B..  also  at 
horiie.  Capt.  Zimmer  was  married  to  Miss  Ellen 
Connor  in  1895.  This  lady  was  born  in  Kerry, 
Ireland,  and  is  a  daughter  of  Patrick  and  Mary 
(Cortney)  Connor.  Capt.  Zimmer  and  all  his  fam- 
ily are  members  of  the  Catholic  church.  In  pol- 
itics he  is  independent;  whenever  he  comes  to  cast 
his  vote,  he  asks  for  the  character  and  fitness  of  the 
candidates   for  the  positions  to  which  they  aspire. 

J.  FREDERICK  PAYXE,  for  a  number  of 
years  foreman  in  the  shoe  department  in  the  factory 
of  the  Goodyear  India  Rubber  Shoe  Co.,  at  Xauga- 
tuck,  was  a  native  of  this  county,  born  in  Pros- 
pect Nov.  9,  1858,  and  was  of  English  descent.  The 
family  to  which  he  belonged  was  founded  in  this 
country  during  Colonial  days,  and  his  grandfather, 
Silas  Payne,  also  a  native  of  Prospect,  was  a  sol- 
dier in  the  Revolutionary  war.  He  was  a  farmer 
by  occupation,  and  spent  his  entire  life  in  his  native 
town.  He  married  Lois  Farrell,  who  was  born  in 
the  town  of  Wolcott,  this  county,  and  tiiey  became- 
the  parents  of  four  children :  J.  F.,  a  wheelwright, 
who  lived  in  Prospect,  and  died  in  Waterbury, 
Conn. ;  Esther,  widow  of  Alonzo  Grannis,  superin- 
tendent of  a  rolling  mill :  Jane,  who  married  Will- 
iam Woods,  a  painter,  both  now  deceased;  and  Ed- 
ward, father  of  our  subject. 

Edward  Payne  was  bom  and  reared  on  a  farm 
in  Prospect.  In  early  life  he  was  a  carriage-spring 
maker,  but  later  was  a  rubber  worker  in '  Nauga- 
tuck,  where  he  died  Feb.  10,  1889.  He  was  a 
Democrat  in  politics.  He  married  Mary  Mahoney, 
a  native  of  New  York,  who  survives  him,  re5i<ling 
in  Aetna  street,  in  tlie  borough  of  Naugatuck.  She 
i^  a  daughter  of  Jere.miah  and  Johanna  (Murphy") 
^Fahoney,  who  were  born  in  Ireland,  and  were 
farming  people. 


Our  subject,  who  was  an  only  child,  passed  his 
boyhood  and  youth  in  Naugatuck,  and  was  in- 
debted to  its  public  schools  for  his  educational 
privileges.  After  leaving  school  he  worked  for 
the  Goodyear  Metallic  Rubber  Shoe  Co.  for  six 
years,  and  on  Sept.  9.  1881,  entered  the.  employ  of 
the  Goodyear  India  Rubber  Glove  Co.  He  was 
placed  in  charge  of  the  boot  room  Aug.  4,  1882,  and 
on  ^lay  4,  1883,  was  made  foreman  of  the  shoe  de- 
partment, which  important  position  he  held  until  his 
death,  on  Dec.  31,  1899. 

Mr.  Payne  was  married,  June  4,  1890,  to  Miss 
Grace  Langdon,  who  .was  born  in  Canaan,  Litch- 
field Co.,  Conn.,  and  he  left  one  child.  Hazel  Gene- 
vieve. The  Democratic  party  found  in  our  subject 
a  stanch  supporter  of  its  principles,  and  he  was  an 
honored  member  of  Shepherd  Lodge,  No.  78,  F.  & 
A.  ]\I. ;  and  Allerton  Chapter  No.  39,  R.  A.  M.  He 
attended  the  Congregational  Church  and  Sabb.ath- 
school.    . 

MATTHIAS  NEIDHARDT,  general  mechanic 
of  the  M.  I.  F.  Co.,  of  Branford,  is  one  of  the  lead- 
ing German  citizens  of  that,  community.  He  was 
born  in  Flieden,  Hessen-Cassel,  Germany,  Jan.  24, 
1842,  son  of  Joseph  and  Katrina  (Ruppel)  Neid- 
hardt.  The  father  was  a  miller  and  farmer,  own- 
ing a  gristmill  and  farm  in  Flieden,  where  he  lived 
and  died.  He  was  a  son  of  Nicholas  Neidhardt, 
who  was  engaged  in  the  same  business.  The  ma- 
ternal grandfather  of  Mr.  Neidhardt  was  a  farmer 
and  innkeeper  in  Flieden. 

Matthias    Neidhardt   was   reared   and   educated 
in  his  native  country,  and  at  the  age  of  fifteen  was 
apprenticed  to  the  roofer's  trade  in  Frankfurt,  Ger- 
many, where  he  served  three  years.     He  then  be- 
came a  journeyman  roofer,  and  followed  that  trade 
until  1866,  when  he  came  to  the  United  States,  lo- 
cating  in    Branford.     In    Branford,    with,  the    ex- 
ception of  two  years  in  which  he  worked  on  a  farm, 
he  has  been  in  the  employ  of  the  M.  I.  F.  Co.  up 
to  the  present  time. 
1         In  November,  1872.  'Sir.  Neidhardt  was  married 
I  to    Alargaret,    daughter    of   Jeremiah    and    Joanna 
I    (Monaghan)  Sullivan,  of  Branford,  natives  of  Ire- 
i   land.     To  this  union  have  been  born  six  children, 
I   four  of  whom  are  now  living:     Anna  K.,  Joseph, 
I  Julia  and  Frances.     IMr.  Neidhardt  and  his  family 
I  are  members  of  the   Catholic  Church,   and  he  be- 
i   longs  to  the  AYoodland  Lodge,  No.  39,  K.  P.,  and 
I  to  the  Harugari,  Lodge  No.  600.     In  politics  he  is 
a  Republican.     He  is  a  man  of  honor  and  reliabil- 
I   ity,  much  respected  by  all  who  know  him'. 

WILLIAM  H.  CONKLTN,  AI.  D.,  whose  rep- 
'  utation  as  a  physician  and  surgeon  of  skill  and  ex- 
perience is  known  far  beyond  the  limits  of  An- 
I'sonia,  was  born  in  Fairfield,  Conn.,  a  son  of  John 
'  Conklin,  whose  earlier  years  were  spent  in  Ireland. 
Dr.  Conklin  spent  his  early  life  in  Fairticld. 
I  where  his  general  literarv  education  was  received 
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in  the  public  schools.  Pie  was  graduated  from  the 
Medical  Department  of  the  University  of  New 
York  in  1S82,  and  spent  the  following  year  in  study 
in  Dublin  and  London.  In  1S83  he  opened  his  office 
for  the  practice  of  his  profession  in  Ansonia,  and 
has  remained  here  continuously  since  that  date,  so 
that  with  one  exception  he  has  been  longer  in  prac- 
tice here  than  any  other  member  of  his  calling. 
His  genial  manners  and  courteous  ways  with  his 
thorough  knowledge  of  medicine  have  won  him 
many  friends,  and  he  is  regarded  as  one  of  the 
most  successful  physicians  in  this  part  of  the  state. 
In  1 888  Dr.  Conklin  was  married  to  Alary  A.  J. 
Walsh,  a  native  of  Ansonia,  and  a  daughter  of  the 
late  ]Matthe\v  Walsh,  a  business  man  of  this  city. 
To  this  union  were  born  seven  children :  Cor- 
nelius, Judith,  Henry,  John,  Paul,  Mary,  and 
Genevieve.  Dr.  Conklin  is  a  Democrat,  and  holds 
to  the  gold-minority  ideas  of  that  party.  Since 
1889  he  has  been  coroner's  medical  examiner  for 
the  city.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Library  Board, 
and  a  director  of  the  Board  of  Trade.  Dr.  Conk- 
lin -belongs  to  the  Knights  of  Columbus,  and  is 
Past  President  of  the  State  Council,  C.  B.  C.  Pro- 
fessionally he  is  a  member  of  the  ^Medical  Asso- 
ciation of  New  Haven  County.  The  Doctor  and 
his  family  all  belong  to  the  Catholic  Church. 

CHARLES  JOHNSON  MINOR,  a  successful 
farmer  and  popular  citizen  of  Wolcott,  was  born 
in  that  town  Aug.  29.  1855,  and  is  a  representative 
of  one  of  its  old  and  highly  respected  families. 

Marvin  Minor,  his  grandfather,  a  son  of  Jo- 
seph and  Elizabeth  (Marvin)  Minor,  was  born  on 
the  old  Minor  homestead  in  Wolcott,  in  August, 
1792,  and  throughout  life  engaged  in  farming  in 
that  town,  his  death  occurring  there  Nov.  7,  1864. 
He  was  unwavering  in  his  support  of  the  Demo- 
cratic party,  and  was  a  member  of  the  State  Legis- 
lature several  terms.  He  was  an  earnest  member  of 
the  Congregational  Church.  He  married  Amanda 
Johnson,  of  Bristol,  Conn.,  who  died  June  22,  1851, 
and  the  remains  of  both  are  interred  in  Wolcott. 
They  had  six  children,  as  follows :  Caroline,  born 
Aoril  2t),  1819;  Augustus,  March  11,  1821  ;  James 
W.,  Feb.  II,  1828;  Elvira,  July  28,  i83i;"Emo- 
gene ;  and  Emerett. 

Augustus  Minor,  father  of  our  subject,  received 
a  district-school  education  in  Wolcott,  and  in  early 
life  learned  the  carpenter's  and  joiner's  trade, 
which  he  followed  for  a  number  of  years.  As  a 
contractor  he  erected  many  residences  and  other 
buildings  in  Wolcott  but  later  in  life  he  settled 
down  to  farming  on  a  tract  of  150  acres,  upon 
which  he  built  a  fine  house,  barn  and  other  out- 
buildings. He  also  dealt  in  wood.  He  was  a  man 
of  temperate  habits,  domestic  in  his  tastes,  and  was 
highly  respected  by  all  who  knew  him.  Politically 
he  was  an  ardent  Democrat,  and  most  efficiently 
served  his  fellow  citizens  as  a  member  of  the  State 
Legislature,  assessor  and  tax  collector  of  his  town, 


and  in  other  local  offices.  Pic  married  Eniogeiie 
Prisbie,  who  was  born  Jan.  21,  1832,  in  Wolcott,. 
on  the  Waterbury  line,  a  daughter  of  Ira  Frisble. 
She  died  Oct.  7,  1892,  an  earnest  and  consistent 
member  of  the  Congregational  Church,  and  a  lov- 
ing wife  and  mother.  The  father  died  Oct.  6, 
1896,  and  both  were  laid  to  rest  in  Wolcott  Center 
cemetery. 

Charles  J.  IMinor,  the  only  child  of  this  worthy 
couple,  was  educated  in  the  district  schools  of  Wol- 
cott. He  began  business  life  at  an  early  age,  de- 
voting about  twenty-five  years  to  teaming,  hauling 
wood  to  Waterbury.  He  then  took  charge  of  the 
home  farm,  to  which  he  has  since  added  eighty 
acres,  and  now  has  a  well-improved  and  highly 
cultivated  farm  of  230  acres.  He  is  principally 
engaged  in  general  farming  and  dairying  and  stock 
raising,  and  m  his  labors  is  meeting  with  well-de- 
served success. 

In  1877  Air.  Minor  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Aliss  Carrie  Palmer,  of  Wolcott,  by  whom  he  had 
one  child,  Ina  Alay,  who  was  born  Alay  8,  1879,. 
and  is  at  home.  On  Oct.  2-.  1897,  Mr.  Minor  mar- 
ried Miss  Elisa  Alinerva  Clark,  who  was  born 
June  II,  1862,  in  Strongville,  Ohio.  Her  parents, 
Elias  N.  and  Alinerva  (Marks)  Clark,  were  both 
natives  of  Waterbury,  (Zonn,  the  former  a  son  of 
Elias  Clark. 

Since  attaining  his  majority  Mr.  Alinor  has 
affiliated  with  the  Democratic  party,  and  in  1897 
he  was  elected  first  selectman,  in  which  office  he 
is  now  serving  his  fourth  term.  He  was  steward 
of  Mad  River  Grange.  Wherever  known  he  is 
held  in  high  regard,  and  he  has  a  large  circle  of 
friends  and  acquaintances  in  the  community  where 
he  has  always  made  his  home. 

GOODELL  LINES.  When,  after  years  of 
long  and  earnest  labor  in  some  honorable  field  of 
business,  a  man  is  able  to  put  aside  all  cares  to 
spend  his  remaining  years  in  the  enjoyment  of  the- 
fruits  of  former  toil,  he  has  certainly  a  well-de- 
served reward  for  his  industry. 

How  blessed  is  he  who  crowns  in  5. 

shades  like    these, 
A  youth  of  labor  with  an  age  of  ease, 

wrote  the  poet,  and  the  world  everywhere  recog- 
nizes the  justice  of  a  season  of  rest  following  an 
active  business  life.  Air.  Lines  is  now  living  re- 
tired at  his  pleasant  home  in  Naugatuck,  and  his 
history  shows  the  accomplishment  of  well-directed 
labor. 

A  native  of  this  county,  he  was  born  in 
Bethany-  Aug.  21,  1827.  His  grandfather,  Eber 
Lines,  was  born  probably  in  the  same  town,  for 
there  he  followed  fanning  during  the  greater  part 
of  his  life,  and  there  he  died  in  1844.  He  married 
Plannah  French,  and  they  had  two  children :  Eber, 
Jr.,  father  of  our  subject;  and  Plannah.  who  mar- 
ried a  Air.  Terrell,  a  masoti  of  Bethany,  Con- 
necticut. 
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Eber  Lines  Jr.,  \va;-  born,  reared  ahj  educated 
in  Bethany,  where  in  later  years  he  followed  farm- 
ing and  the  butcher  business.  He  married  Miss 
Mary  Farreil,  a  native  of  W'estville,  New  Haven 
county,  whose  father  was  a  merchant  of  that  place 
and  a  combmaker  by  trade;  his  death  occurred  in 
Newtown,  Conn.  The  father  of  our  subject  died 
in  Bethany  Oct.  2.  1836,  and  the  mother  departed 
this  life  May  2,  1886,  aged  eighty-nine  years.  Both 
were  members  of  the  Episcopal  Church,  and  he  was 
a  Democrat  in  politics.  In  the  family  of  this 
worthy  couple  were  ten  children,  namely:  Calvin 
died  in  infancy ;  Minerva  married  Flenry  Bassett, 
of  New  Haven,  and  died  in  Minnesota  May  30, 
1901,  aged  eighty-four  years;  Rebecca  married  H. 
S.  Stevens,  of  Xaugatuck,  now  deceased,  and  she 
died  Dec.  i,  1S74;  Hannah  married  Edwin  Scott, 
of  Xaugatuck,  and  died  April  18,  1880;  Eliza  mar- 
ried Samuel  Smith,  of  South  Britain,  and,  for  her 
second  husband,  Charles  Beardsley,  and  now  lives 
in  Roxbury,  Conn.;  Goodell  is  our  subject;  Cor- 
delia became  the  wife  of  S.  C.  Shumway,  of 
Bridgeport,  Conn. ;  Calvin  was  formerly  a  mer- 
chant of  Bridgeport,  and  is  now  engaged  in  farm- 
ing in  Woodbury ;  Eber  is  a  rubber  worker  of 
Middletown,  Conn. ;  Andrew  is  a  resident  of 
Bridgeport,  and  is  engaged  in  the  livery  busi- 
iiess. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  seven  years  old 
■when  he  accompanied  the  family  on  their  removal 
from  Bethany  to  Wpodbridge,  and  in  the  schools 
of  the  latter  place  he  acquired  the  greater  part  of 
his  education.  He  has  since  lived  in  various  places. 
In  1838  he  spent  a  short  time  in  Xaugatuck,  but 
did  not  locate  here  permanently  until  1843.  In 
early  life  he  learned  the  carpenter's  trade,  and  for 
many  years  was  successfully  engaged  in  contract- 
ing and  building,  erecting  more  houses  than  any 
other  man  in  this  locality,  but  he  is  now  living 
retired,  enjoying  a  well-earned  rest.  At  one  time 
he  also  dealt  quite  e.xtensively  in  real  estate. 

In  1855  Mr.  Lines  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Miss  Laura  M.  Whitney,  a  native  of  Washington, 
Conn.,  and  a  flaughter  of  Marshall  Whitney,  who 
was  a  hatter  by  trade.  To  this  union  were  born 
three  children :  Charles  F.,  a  carpenter,  married 
Alice  B.  Crick,  and  they  have  had  three  children. 
May,  Carl  and  Alice ;  Carrie  E.  married  James  P. 
Manaton.  M.  D.,  of  Hoboken.  X.  J.,  and,  for  her 
second  husband,  wedded  Archibald  Egan;  Frank 
Goodell  died  in  infancy. 

Mr.  Lines  cast  his  first  Presidential  vote  for 
Zachary  Taylor,  and  continued  to  support  the  \N'hig 
party  until  its  dissolution,  since  which  time  he  has 
been  a  stanch  Republican.  He  and  his  family  are 
members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
■with  the  exception  of  Charles'  family,  who  attend 
the  Episcopal  Church.  They  are  highly  respected 
and  esteemed  in  the  community  where  they  make 
their  home. 


JAMES  CARLISLE  ROACH  was  born  in 
Wallingford,  Aug.  19,  1853,  a  son  of  Patrick 
Roach,  a  native  of  Ireland,  who  died  June  17,  1874. 

Patrick  Roach  was  born  .March  17,  1827,  in 
the  town  of  Fermoy,  County  Cork,  Ireland.  A 
spoon  maker  by  trade,  he  came  to  America  in  1848, 
and  was  employed  by  Hall,  Elton  &  Co.  the  greater 
part  of  his  life.  In  1861  he  enlisted  in  Company 
G,  15th  Conn.  V.  I.,  and  was  discharged  for  disa- 
bility at  Philadelphia,  where  he  had  been  long 
treated  in  the  hospital.  From  the  effects  of  these 
troubles  he  eventually  came  to  his  death.  He  was 
a  firm  believer  in  the  principles  of  the  Democratic 
party,  but  was  never  an  officeseeker ;  and  he  was 
an  honest  and  reliable,  hard  working  business  man. 
In  185 1  ^Ir.  Roach,  married  Miss  Ellen  Callahan, 
who  died  May  10,  1887.  They  were  the  parents 
of  the  following  children:  (i)  X^ellie  R.,  wife 
of  John  Downs,  of  Waterbury ;  (2)  James  C. ;  (3) 
John  P.,  who  is  living  in  \Vallingford,  where  he 
holds  the  position  of  foreman  in  the  assembly  de- 
partment in  the  factory  of  the  H.  L.  Judd  Com- 
pany ;  (4)  William  F.,  an  iron  worker  in  the  fac- 
tor},- of  the  same  company;  (5)  Edward  M.,  in 
business  in  Wallingford;  (6)  Timothy,  in  busi- 
ness with  his  brother.  Edward  M. ;  (7)  David,  who 
is  in  the  employ  of  the  Simpson  Xickle-Silver  Co., 
of  Wallingford;  and   (8)   Katie  V.,  at  home. 

James  Roach,  the  father  of  Patrick  Roach,  was 
born  in  Ireland,  and  when  quite  advanced  in  years, 
came  to  Wallingford,  to  lead  a  retired  life.  By 
occupation  he  was  a  farmer.  He  married  Mar- 
garet Callahan,  and  both  died  in  Wallingford.  Mrs. 
Roach  became  an  extensive  property  owner,  and 
long  survived  her  husband,  reachmg  the  age  of 
eighty  years.  Their  children  were:  (i)  John,  a 
farmer  and  merchant  and  quite  prominent  in  local 
matters,  representing  his  town  in  the  General  As- 
sembly of  1S65,  or  1866,  and  was  also  constable, 
grand  juror,  member  of  the  school  board,  etc.  He 
died  in  1898,  and  his  widow,  Julia  (Milen)  Roach, 
is  now  living  in  Derby ;  they  were  the  parents  of 
twenty-one  children.  (2)  James  is  now  living  in 
Meriden ;  for  over  thirty  years  he  was  connected 
with  the  Lyon  &  Billard  Lumber  Co.  (3)  Ed- 
ward died  when  a  young  man  in  Wallingford.  (4) 
}vlichael  died  in  Wallingford.  (  5)  Kate  married 
John  Kinney,  and  died  in  Xew  Haven  when  over 
eighty  years  old.  (6)  ^lary  married  William 
Quirk,  and  is  now  living  in  Meriden.     (  7)  Patrick. 

James  C.  Roach  was  born  in  Wallingford,  and 
received  his  education  there  in  the  public  schools, 
and  private  evening  schools.  At  the  age  of  eleven 
years  he  entered  the  factory  of  Hall,  Elton  &  Co., 
where  he  later  took  his  father's  place  as  a  spoon 
maker,  and  had  charge  of  the  annealing  depart- 
ment for  twenty-seven  years.  Here  he  had  a  long 
and  honorable  career,  and  it  was  terminated  in 
1893  bv  his  resignation  to  take  a  position  at  Dep- 
uty  State  factory    Inspector.     On  July    15,    1895, 
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his  position  in  connection   with  the   State  govern- 
ment havmg  passed  to  the  successor  of  Gov.  Mor-    , 
ris,    he    entered    the    postoffice   under   George   T. 
Jones,  as  assistant  postmaster,  and  was  continued   ' 
under  his   successor,   C.    Storrs   Hall.     He   is   still 
serving  in  the  postoffice.     Air.   Roach  is  a  Demo- 
crat, and  .represented  his  town  in  the  General  As-   j 
semL)ly  of  1893.     He  was  a  member  of  the  House    1 
Conmiittce  on  labor,  and  of  the  New  Haven  County  ; 
Legislative    Committee.      Since    1804   he   has   been 
justice  of  the  peace  and  has  served  as  grand  juror. 
For  five  years  he  was  a  member  of  the  Democratic 
town  committee,  serving  as  chairman,  and  was  also 
chairman  of  the  Second  Congressional  Democratic    ' 
committee,  where  he  has  served  since   1892.     Mr.    \ 
Roach  is  enrolled  with  the  Foresters,  the  N.  E.  O.    j 
P.,  the  Knights  of  Cohmibus.  and  Royal  Arcanum. 
For  three   terms   he   was   Grand   Knight  of   Pinta   : 
Council,  Xo.  5,  Knights  of  Columbus,  and  for  six   | 
years  he  was  Deputy  Supreme  Knight  of  the  Or-   '. 
der;  and  he  is  Chief  Ranger  of  Court  Wallace,  Xo. 
123,  A.  O.  F.     He  was  one  of  the  organizers  and 
first  president  of  the  T.  A.  B..  Society,  and  was  on 
the    building    committee  under   whose  supervision    ' 
the  T.  A.  B.  hall  was  erected.     During  its  exist- 
ence he  was  president  of  the  Young  Men's  Literary 
Society.  j 

On   Feb.  27,   1878.   Mr.  Roach  was  married  to    ; 
■Miss    Bridget   Elizabeth   Foley,   of   Middletown,   a    , 
daughter    of    Morris    Foky.      The  following    chil-  ; 
dren  have  brightened   their  home:      (i)    Gertrude   ', 
E.,  who  was  graduated  from  the  high  school  and 
Pequod   Business   College,   is   now   a   stenographer   1 
Sot  the  Housatonic  Company.     (2)   Grace  E.,  who 
was   graduated  from  the  State   X'ormal   School  at 
New  Haven,  is  now  a  teacher  in  the  Wallingford 
public  school.     (3)  Julia  Josephine  was  graduated 
from   the   Wallingford   high   school  and    from   the 
business  college  at  Aliddletown.     (4)   Genevieve  is 
now.  attending  the  local  high  school. 

CHARLES  AMMl  HOADLEY,  one  of  Bran- 
ford's  most  prominent  merchants  and  influential 
citizens,  a  member  of  the  firm  of  Hoadley  &  Hutch- 
inson, general  merchants,  is  a  native  of  that  .town, 
bom  Dec.  9.  1856.  He  is  of  the  seventh  genera- 
tion in  descent  from  William  Hoadley,  the  first  of 
the  name  in  Connecticut,  as  follows: 

(I)  William  Hoadley,  born  in  England  about 
■  the  year  1630,  was  a  resident  of  Saybrook,  Conn.,  in 
1663,  and  in  1666  he  bought  property  in  Branford, 
and  engaged  in  merchandising.  His  name  first  ap- 
pears on  the  new  Plantation  Covenant  of  Branford, 
Jan.  20,  1667-68.  He  was  propounded  as  a  free- 
man of  the  Colony  at  the  May  session  of  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly,  May  13,  1669,  and  was  admitted  the 
following  October ;  was  one  of  the  representatives 
or  deputies  for  Branford  at  the  nine  sessions  of- the 
Assembly  between  1678  and  1685.  and  one  of  the 
patentee;  of  the  town,  Feb.  16,  16S5-86.  Between 
1673  and  1690  he  was  a  selectman,  and  at  a  town 


meeting  held  June  26,  1683,  was  chosen  and  ap- 
pointed to  keep  the  ortlinary  in  Branford.  He  was 
one  of  the  grand  jurors  at  a  court  of  quarter  sessions 
held  in  Xew  Haven  in  June,  1688,  and  one  of  a 
committee,  appointed  Oct.  11,  1686,  to  make  appli- 
cation to  the  General  Court  at  Hartford  for  liberty 
for  the  town  to  embody  into  a  church  estate.  .A 
slave  owner,  he  owned  at  his  death  a  mulatto  maid 
and  an  Indian  Ixiy,  and  left  an  estate  of  ii,ii6. 
William  Hoadley  died  in  1709,  aged  seventy-nine 
years. 

(H)  Abraham  Hoadley,  son  of  the  above,  was 
sworn  in  as  a  freeman  of  Branford  in  1702,  died  in 
Branford,  July  14,  1748,  at  an  advanced  age.  He 
was  a  farmer  by  occupation.  His  wife  was  Eliza- 
beth IMaltby,  daughter  of  Capt.  William  ]MaItby. 

(HI)  Abel  Hoadley,  son  of  Abraham  and  Eliza- 
beth (Maltby)  Hoadley,  was  born  in  Branford  Dec. 
24,  1705,  and  died  in  August,  1734.  He  was  a 
farmer  in  the  Damascus  District.  His  wife's  name 
was  Martha. 

(IV)  Isaac  Hoadley,  son  of  Abel  and  Martha 
Hoadley,  was  born  in  Branford,  Dec.  31.  172S,  and 
died  Jan.  21,  1812.  He  married  Elizabeth  Black- 
stone,  daughter  of  Capt.  John  and  Elizabeth 
(Foote)  Blackstone.  He  was  a  carpenter  by  trade, 
inherited  his  father's  farm,  and  was  a  well-to-do 
farmer  in  the  Damascus  District.  He  was  a  prom- 
inent member  of  Trinity  Episcopal  Church. 

(V)  Abel  Hoadley,  son  of  Isaac  and  Elizabeth 
(Blackstone)  Hoadley,  was  born  in  Branford  Oct. 
I,  1764,  and  died  ^March  29,  1845.  His  wife  was 
Lucinda,  daughter  of  Timothy  and  Sarah  (Good- 
sell)  Bradley,  of  Branford.  He  was  a  farmer  in 
the  Damascus  District,  and  was  selectman  and  con- 
stable for  many  years.  His  children  were  :  [Martha 
(Airs.  Deming  Hoadley),  Isaac,  Samuel,  Ralph.. 
Sally  S.  (Mrs.  James  Harrison),  Lucinda  (Mrs... 
Wyllys  Blackstone),  Harvey,  Harriet  (Mrs.  John 
Gordon)    and  Ammi. 

(VI)  Harvey  Hoadley,  son  of  Abel  and  Lucinda 
(Bradley)  Hoadley,  and  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  Branford  June  10,  1804,  and  died  Jan.  28, 

1897,  in  Xew  Haven.  He  was  twice  married,  on 
Xov.  2/,  1828,  to  Sally,  daughter  of  Samuel  and 
Esther  (Ives)  Hobart.  She  died  March  17,  1836, 
leaving  one  child,  Jane  E.  On  May  2,  1844,  he 
married  Eliza  A.,  daughter  of  Timothy  and  Betsey 
(Graves)  Butler,  of  Branford,  and  she  bore  him 
three  children:  William  H.,  Emma  B.  and  Charles 
A.     Mrs.   Eliza  A.   Hoadley  passed  away  IMay   5. 

1898.  Flarvey  Hoadley  followed  the  sea  for  many 
years  in  the  coasting  trade.  He  was  possessed  of 
a  kind  and  genial  nature,  and  w:as  full  of  wit  and 
humor. 

(VII)  Charles  .\mmi  Hoadley,  whose  name  in- 
troduces this  biography,  received  a  liberal  eilucation 
in  the  public  schools  of  Branford.  and  in  1879,  at 
the  age  of  twenty-three,  commenced  his  business 
career  as  l^  >  ikkccpcr  f^ir  John  Hutchin-on,  a  lead- 
ing merchant  of   Branford.     On  Jan.   i,    1887,   he 
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was  received  into  partnersliip,  the  firm  name  becom- 
iiiK  John  Hutchinson  &  Co.  2\Ir.  Hutchinson  died 
(,)ct.  17,  1898,  and  our  subject  carried  on  the  busi- 
ness until  Oct.  I,  1901,  when  he  formed  a  partner- 
ship with  H.  K.  Hutchinson,  under  tlie  firm  name 
of  Ploadley  &  Hutchinson.  They  purchased  the  en- 
tire stock  of  merchandise  of  J.  Hutchinson  &  Co., 
and  continued  to  do  business  in  the  same  hne. 

On  June  21,  1882,  Charles  A.  Koadley  was  mar- 
ried to  Lizzie  Gertrude,  daughter  of  AVilliam  and 
Cornelia  (Sherman)  Crowe,  of  New  Haven,  and 
two  children  have  blessed  this  union,  Charles  B.  and 
Julia  S.  The  family  are  all  identified  with  the  Con- 
gregational Church.  In  politics  Mr.  Hoadley  is  a 
Republican,  and  has  served  in  various  offices  of 
honor  and  trust,  such  as  auditor  of  town  accounts ; 
clerk  of  the  probate  court  for  Branford  district ; 
and  member  of  the  board  of  education  (for  three 
years).  Socially  he  belongs  to  the  Masonic  fra- 
ternity, holding  membership  in  Widows  Sons 
Lodge,  No.  66 ;  in  Franklin  Chapter ;  and  in  New 
Haven  Commandery,  K.  T.  On  Dec.  4,  1901,  he 
was  elected  worthy  master  of  \\'idows  Spns  Lodge 
for  the  year  1902  and  was  installed  as  such  Jan.  i. 
1902 ;  this  is  his  third  year's  service  as  master  of 
that  lodge. 

ROYAL  HOLBROOK.  proprietor  of  the  An- 
sonia  quarries  and  of  the  Holbrook  Granite 
Quarries  in  Seymour,  is  one  of  the  leading  business 
men  in  Ansonia.  Besides  attending  to  his  other 
interests  he  do€s  a  large  business  as  a  contractor 
and  builder,  many  of  the  most  important  structures 
in  the  vicinity  having  been  built  under  his  direction. 

Mr.  Holbrook  was  born  July  18,  1844,  in  the 
town  of  Derby,  now  Seymour,  where  his  family  has 
been  prominent  from  pioneer  times.  Abel  Hol- 
brook was  born  in  2\Iilford,  Conn.,  in  1653.  John 
Holbrook,  his  son,  and  our  subject's  great-great- 
grandfather, was  born  in  Derby  in  1699,  and  was 
one  of  •  the  first  settlers  at  Great  Hill,  where  he 
bought  a  large  tract  of  land.  His  son,  Capt.  John 
Holbrook.  born  in  Eterby,  now  Seymour,  was  one 
of  the  executive  committee  to  pronde  food,  and 
clothing  for  the  soldiers  in  the  Revolutionary  army, 
and  the  family  has  always  been  noted  for  martial 
spirit,  three  of  our  subject's  nephews  having  served 
as  soldiers  in  Manila.  Richard  A.  Holbrook,  our 
subject's  grandfather,  was  also  born  in  Derby,  now 
Seymour,  and,  like  his  father,  passed  his  life  as 
farmer  at  the  old  homestead  at  Great  Hill.  He 
married  Grace  Hawkins,  and  they  had  a  large  fam- 
ily of  children. 

Capt.  Philo  Holbrook.  our  subject's  father,  was 
born  at  Great  Hill,  March  12,  1S02.  son  of  Richard, 
He  engaged  in  farming  in  early  manhood,  but  later 
spent  si.xteen  years  on  the  sea,  becoming  captain 
of  a  vessel.  His  last  years  were  passed  at  the 
farm,  however,  his  death  occurring  in  November. 
1878.  In  politics  he  was  a  Denii.Krat,  and  he  served 
one   term    in    the    Legislature    and   held    other   of- 


fices. He  was  married  three  times,  and  by  his  sec- 
ond wife,  Emily  Tonilinson,  had  ten  children,  of 
whom  four  are  living:  Philo,  Royal,  Daniel  and 
Herman.  By  his  third  wife  he  had  one  son,  George, 
!  who  lives  in  New  Haven.  Mrs.  Emily  (Tomlin- 
son)  Holbrook,  who  died  in  1859,  at  the  age  of 
forty-seven,  was  a  native  of  Oxford,  and  a  daughter 
of  "Truman  and  Nancy  (Perry)  Tomlinson,  who 
had  the  following  children:  Harrison,  Ransom, 
John,  Mary,  Emily  (our  subject's  mother),  Min- 
erva (Mrs.  Nichols,  whose  daughter,  Mrs.  Henry 
Wirth  resided  in  Ansonia),  and  Laura  (Mrs.  Ben- 
jamin Bassett),  none  of  whom  are  living. 

Royal  Holbrook  received  a  common-school  edu- 
cation, and  remained  at  home  until  he  reached  the 
age  of  si.xteen.  when  he  began  to  learn  the  mason's 
trade  at  Ansonia.  After  following  the  business  for 
some  years  as  a  journeyman  in  Ansonia,  Derby, 
Shelton,  and  New  Haven,  he  became  a  contractor, 
in  1890,  succeeding  his  brother  Frederick,  whq  had 
been  carrying  on  that  line  of  work  extensively  for 
some  years.  Since  taking  charge  Mr.  Holbrook 
has  built  the  S.  O.  &  C.  Co.'s  mill,  the  "Fountain 
House,"  the  Farrell  Foundry,  boiler  house  and  sand 
shed,  the  building  of  the  Ansonia  Furniture  Co. 
and  the  Fowler  Nail  Factory,  at  ■  Seymour,  and 
many  other  buildings,  both  stone  and  brick,  while 
he  has  also  won  a  high  reputation  as  a  maker  of 
macadam  roads  by  his  excellent  work  in  that  line 
in  Se_\Tnour.  The  road  constructed  by  him  there  is 
considered  one  of  the  finest  in  the  State.  For  about 
eight  years  he  has  owned  the  quarry,  enabling  him 
to  furnish  the  material  for  his  building  contracts 
and  for  curbing,  paving  and  other  uses,  while  the 
product  is  much  in  demand  by  the  building  trade 
generally.  From  his  office  at  No.  53  Franklyn 
street,  Mr.  Holbrook  directs  his  business  conven- 
iently, and  as  the  quarry  is  located  only  a  short  dis- 
tance from  the  business  center  of  Ansonia  the  stone 
is  easily  shipped  away,  much  of  it  going  to  Nauga- 
tuck  and  Waterbury.  The  stone  works  are  equipped' 
with  modern  machinery  for  drilling,  hoisting  and 
crushing,  and  Mr.  Holbrook  usually  employs  about 
forty  men,  although  at  times  the  business  requires 
sixty  or  seventy,  his  being  the  largest  payroll  in 
the  city.  In  politics  ]\Ir.  Holbrook  is  a  Democrat, 
and  in  1893  he  served  ably  and  acceptably  on  the 
board  of  selectmen.  He  belongs  to  the  local  Board 
of  Trade,  and  socially  is  identified  with  the  L  O. 
O.  F.,  Naugatuck  Lodge,  No.  63.  He  and  his  fam- 
ily attend  the  Congregational  Church,  of  which 
Mrs.  Holbrook  is  a  member ;  his  parents  were  con- 
nected with  the  Episcopal  Church,  and  he  was 
reared  in  that  faith. 

In  1873  Mr.  Holljrook  married  Miss  Augusta 
Hull,  and  they  have  one  daughter,  Carolyn  .May, 
a  graduate  of  Fort  Edward  Collegiate  Institute, 
who  was  married  Oct.  10,  1900,  to  Fowler  \\'. 
Adams,  of  Seymour,  treasurer  and  manager  of  tlie 
Ansonia  Xovclts  Co..  and  they  have  a  daughter, 
Genevieve   1  lolbrouk  Adam~,  born   Sept.    11.   1901. 


1064 


COMMEMORATIVE   BIOGRAPHICAL   RECORD. 


'Mr.  Adams  was  born  at  Croton  Falls,  X.  Y..  son 
of  Theodore  D.  and  Sarah  (Austin)  Adams.  Mrs. 
Holbrook  is  a  native  of  Oxford,  and  daughter  of 
John  Hull,  a  lifelong-  resident  of  that  town  and  a 
well-known  farmer,  who  died  at  the  age  of  fifty- 
four.  Her  mother,  whose  maiden  name  was  Ann 
M.  Tomlinson,  was  born  in  Huntington,  daughter 
of  Charles  Tomlinson,  and  is  still  living.  She  is 
one  of  a  family  of  five  children,  as  follows:  Nel- 
son, deceased;  ^^''ilIiaIn,  a  resident  of  Woodbridge ; 
Ann  M. ;  Caroline,  Mrs.  Sherman,  of  Xew  York 
City;  Emily,  Mrs.  Stone,  of  Kansas.  John  and 
Ann  M.  Hull  had  four  children,  of  whom  three 
survive,  viz. :  Augusta,  Mrs.  Holbrook ;  Albert  E., 
a  resident  of  Ansonia :  and  Cyrus  J.  Mrs.  Hol- 
brook is  a  lady  of  culture  and  abilitv;  she  was  a 
student  at  the  Xormal  school  at  Xew  Britain,  and 
at  the  age  of  sixteen  began  teaching,  which  voca- 
tion she  continued  to  follow  for  twelve  years  with 
marked  success.  For  seven  years  she  was  first  as- 
sistant in  the  Derby  high  school,  and  she  also  taught 
one  year  in  Oxford,  one  summer  at  Quaker  Farms, 
and  one  term  in  Southbury.  She  and  her  daughter 
are  members  of  the  D.  A.  R..  by  right  of  descent 
from  Capt.  Agur  Beach  Tomlinson,  of  Revolution- 
ary fame,  and  Mrs.  Adams  is  also  entitled  to  mem- 
bership on  the  Holbrook  side. 

HENRY  LEE  (deceased).  The  Lee  family  in 
Guilford  and  Madison  descends  from  two  promi- 
nent citizens  of  the  old  time.  John  and  Henry  Lee. 

John  Lee  settled  in  Guilford,  where,  in  1686, 
he  married  Elizabeth  Crampton,  who  was  bom  in 
1664,  and  died  June  23,  1746.  They  spent  their 
lives  in  Guilford,  and  both  died  on  the  same  day. 
They  were  the " 'parents  of  nine  children:  (i) 
John,  born  in  1688,  married  Rachel  Bishop,  and 
died  in  1719;  (2)  Joseph,  born  in  1690,  married 
Lois  Pond,  and  died  Dec.  21,  1753;  (3)  Eliziabeth, 
born  in  1692,  died  in  1725;  (4)  Jonathan  was  born 
in  1695;  (5)  Mary,  born  in  1697,  married  Samuel 
Allis;  (6)  Daniel  was  born  in  i6<:>9:  (7)  De- 
borah, born  in  1702,  died  in  1766;  (8)  Xathaniel, 
born  in  1704,  married:  Temperance  Bishop,  and 
died  in  1753;   (9)   Rachel. 

Jonathan  Lee,  mentioned  above,  married  Hope 
Murray  in  1719,  and  died  in  1750.  Mrs.  Hope 
Lee  was  born  in  1698,  and  died  in  1787.  For  her 
second  husband  she  married  Deacon  William 
Judd.  To  Jonathan  and  Hope  Lee  came:  (i) 
Ann,  born  in  1720,  who  married  Ebenezer  Munger; 
(2)  Mary,  born  in  1722.  who  died  in  infancy ;  (3) 
May,  born  in  1723;  (4)  Jonathan,  born  in  1726; 
(5)  Hope,  born  in  1728.  who  married  Timothy 
Torrell ;  and  (6)  Selah,  born  in  1737,  who  died  in 

1757- 

Jonathan  Lee,  born  in  1726,  died  in  1803.  He 
was  married  June  2j.  1751,  to  Mary  Bartlett,  who 
was  born  in  1734.  and  died  in  1825.  Their  chil- 
dren were:  111  Sulmiit.  Imrn  in  1753.  married 
David  Hatch;   1  2j   Abigail,  born  in   1754,  married 


Tlieopliilus  Scranton  :  ('3)  Ann,  who  was  born  in 
1756,  married  Josiah  Munger,  and  died  in  1799; 
!  (4)  Mary,  born  in  1759,  married  Jacob  Conkling, 
j  and  died  in  1780;  (5)  Jonathan  was  born  in  1762; 
;  (6)  Selah,  born  in  1765,  married  Sarah  Didley,  and 
^  died  in  1791  ;  (7)  Chloe,  bom  in  1770,  married 
■   Dr.  Jonathan  Todd,  and  died  in  1795. 

Jonathan  Lee,  born  in  1762,  died  in  1844.     He 
\  was  a  private  sailor  in  the  Revolutionary  navy,  en- 
1  listing  in  1781,  and  serving  as  coast  guard  at  Guil- 
ford.   He  married  M indwell  Hill,  who  was  born  in 
1769,  and  died   in    1856.     She  was  a  daughter  of 
I  Deacon  Timothy  and  Elizabeth  (Stevens)   Hill,  the 
former  of  whom  graduated  from  Yale  College  in 
I  1745.     Their   children   were:      (i)    Julia,   born   in 
I  1790,  died  in  1796.     (2)  Anna,  born  in  1791,  mar- 
ried Jonathan  judd,  and  died  in  1867.     (3)   Selah, 
;  born  in  1794,  married  Electa  A.  Bushnell,  and  died 
\  in  1874.     (4)  Julia  (2),  born  in  1796,  died  in  1858. 
(5)  Mary,  born  in  1798,  died  in  1800.     (6)   Chloe, 
born  in  1801,  married  William  K.  Bishop,  and  died 
in  1888.     (7)  Jonathan  Trumbull  (known  as  Trum- 
bull), born   in   1803,  married   Betsy   D.  Judd,  and 
died  in  1887;  he  was  deacon  for  many  years  of  the 
church  in  Madison.    (8)  Timothy  Hill  was  born  in 
1805.     (9)  Henry,  born  in  1810,  died  in  1883.    (10) 
Alexander,  born  in  1813,  died  in  1835.      (ii)  Char- 
lotte married   Orlando   Wilcox. 

Henry  Lee,  who  during  his  life  was  one  of  the 
best-known  citizens  of  Madison,  was  born  Aug.  10, 
1810,  in  Madison,  where  he  spent  his  life.  He  was 
educated  in  the  local  schools.  He  owned  land  in 
Madison,  on  which  he  made  many  improvements 
and  built  a  fine  dwelling  house.  Mr.  Lee  died  on 
his  farm  Dec.  13,  1883,  at  a  ripe  old  age.  His  re- 
mains were  interred  in  the  West  cemetery  in  Madi- 
son. IMr.  Lee  was  a  member  of  the  Congregational 
Church,  and  in  politics  a  strong  Republican.  In 
his  personal  character  and  habits  lie  was  beyond  re- 
proach, temperate,  industrious,  honest.  He  was  a 
good  husband,  a  kind  father,  and  an  exemplary  cit- 
izen. 

I\Ir.  Lee  was  twice  married,  first  time,  X'ov.  13, 
1840,  to  Miss  Rosaline  Smith,  who  was  born  May 
28,  1816,  daughter  of  Ezra  S.  and  Martha  (Sto'he) 
Smith.  To  them  came  the  following  children  :  ( i ) 
ilunson  C,  born  March  i,  1842,  married  Emil^-  J. 
Isbell.  and  died  Aug.  4,  1871  ;  (2)  William  H., 
born  Sept.  23,  1843,  died  Dec.  25,  1873;  (3)  Rosa- 
line C,  born  June  3,  1848,  married  Wellington  T. 
Coe,  of  Xew  Haven,  and  is  the  mother  of  one  child, 
Harriet  Lee.  Mr.  Lee  was  married  Xov.  6,  1850,  in 
Madison,  for  his  second  wife,  to  Abigail  Dudley, 
daughter  of  Timothy  and  Theodora  (Lay)  Dudley. 
She  is  still  living  on  the  homestead,  and  enjoys  re- 
markable health.  During  the  Civil  war  she  took 
an  active  part  in  caring  for  the  soldiers  in  the 
great  struggle,  and  was  president  of  the  local 
ladies'  aid  society.  Henry  and  Abigail  Lee  had  one 
child.  Timothy  Jonathan,  born  June  IQ.  1853,  who 
has   had   a  fine   education,   attending  the   Madison 
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*  school.^,  Lee's  Academy  and  Yale  Collec^e,  from 
wliich  latter  institution  he  was  graduated  in  1S75. 
'Mr.  Lee  received  the  degree  of  B.  D.  from  Yale  Col- 
lege in  1879,  and  is  an  ordained  minister  located 
at  Xewark,  N.  J.  He  married  Harriet  Allen  Tay- 
lor, who  was  born  in  Xew  Milford,  and  they  have 
one  child,  Charles  Taylor. 

The  Dudley  Family,  of  East  Guilford,  to  which 
:Mrs.  Lee  belongs,  is  descended  from  Ebenezer  Dud- 
ley, son  of  John  Dudley,  the  tirst  settler  of  the  line 
in  America.  In  1704  Ebenezer  Dudley  married  Abi- 
gail Kelsey.  who  died  in  1751.  Mr.  Dudlev  sub- 
sequently married  Elizabeth  Graves,  who  died  in 
1761.  He  was  father  of  the  following  children: 
ii)  Martha,  born  in  1706,  died  in  infancy;  (2) 
John,  born  in  1707,  married  Abigail  Steele,  and  died 
in  1754;  (3)  Daniel,  born  in  1709,  married  Dinah 
JMunger;  (4J  Ebenezer  was  born  in  1710;  (5)  :Marv 
was  born  in  1714;  (6)  Elizabeth,  born  in  1716, 
married  Lunian  Ward;  (7)  Abigail,  born  in  1719, 
married  Phineas  .Meigs;  (8)  Nathaniel,  born  in 
1721,  married  Sybil  Munger,  and  died  in  1S06;  (9) 
Sarah,  born  in  1723,  married  Riley  Redfield.  Of 
these: 

■  Ebenezer  Dudley,  in  1750,  married  Rebecca 
.  JMunger,  who  was  born  in  1731,  and  died  in  1751, 
leaving  one  daughter,  Rebecca,  who  was  born  in 
1 75 1,  married  Jared  Graves,  and  died  in  1828.  For 
Ills  second  wife  ]\lr.  Dudley  married  Abigail  Swats, 
widow  of  Zuilah  Dudley,  and  their  children  were; 
(i)  Ebenezer,  born  in  1752,  married  Elizabeth  Mun- 
ger, and  died  in  1781  ;  (2)  Abigail,  born  in  1754, 
married  Josiah  Stevens  :  (  3)  Jonathan,  born  in  1757, 
was  the  grandfather  of  Mrs.  Lee. 

Jonathan  Dudley  was  married  in  1778  to  Eliza- 
Ijeth  Hill,  who  was  born  in  1756,  a  daughter  of 
Deacon  Timothy  antl  Elizabeth  (Stevens)  Hill,  and 
<lied  in  1833.  Air.  Dudley  died  in  1796.  Their  chil- 
dren were:  Abigail,  born  in  1780,  married  An- 
son Steele;  Ebenezer,  born  in  1782,  married  Jo- 
lianna- Munger,  and  died  in  1864;  Eliza,  born  in 
1784,  died  in  1836;  Reuben,  born  in  1786,  died  in 
1822;  Timothy  was  born  Oct.  14,  1789;  Roxanna, 
bom  in  1792,  married  Phineas  Bradley,  and  died  in 
1824;  Chloe.  born  in  1794,  married  Phineas  Bradley, 
Tier  brother-in-law,  and  died  in  1872. 

Timothy  Dudley,  father  of  Mrs.  Lee,  was  born 
Oct.  14,  1789,  and  died  Oct.  16,  1820.  He  married 
Theodora  Lay  (daughter  of  Col.  Asa  Lay),  who 
was  born  June  3,  1789.  and  died  Feb.  12,  1881.  Her 
father  entered  the  Revolutionary  army  as  a  corporal, 
and  was  promoteil  to  a  captaincy  before  its  close. 
He  afterward  attained  high  rank  in  the  government 
service.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Timothy  Dudley  came 
the  following  chiklren :  (  i)  Harriet  Xewell,  born 
in  1814,  married  George  Hillard,  and  died  in  1879. 
(2)  Abigail,  bom  in  18 16.  married  Henry  Lee.  (3  ) 
Sarah  M.,  born  in  1818,  married  C.  C.  Woodford, 
and  died  in  1887.  (4)  Benjamin  Timothy,  born 
in  1821,  died  in  188X.  He  married  Emily  Hale, 
and,  for  his  second  wife,  Terrah  P.  Clark,  of  Had- 


dam,  Conn.  She  is  now  living  with  her  daughter, 
Theodora  Woodford,  who  is  a  graduate  of  Welles- 
ley  College,  and  now  the  wife  of  Ralph  H.  Burr,  of 
Middletown,  Connecticut. 

I 

WILLIAM  F.  BRONNEKE  ("deceased)  was 
for  many  years  one  of  the  highly  respected  and 
honored  citizens  of  Waterbury,  his  home  being  at 
Spring  Lake.  Although  born  on  the  other  side  of 
the  Atlantic  he  was  thoroughly  American  in  thought 
and  feeling,  and  was  patriotic  and  sincere  in  his 
love  for  the  stars  and  stripes. 

A  native  of  Germany,  Air.  Bronneke  was  born 
April  8,  1850,  and  received  a  good  education  in  the 
schools  of  that  country.  He  also  learned  the  har- 
ness-maker's trade.  In  opposition  to  his  parents' 
wishes  he  came  to  the  United  States  at  the  age  of 
seventeen  years,  believing  that  the  New  World  af- 
forded better  opportunities  for  advancement  than 
his  own  country.  He  landed  in  Boston,  and  from 
there  went  to  New  York,  where  he  worked  at  his 
trade  for  a  short  time.  He  next  went  to  Winsted, 
Litchfield  Co.,  Conn.,  where  he  worked  several 
years  for  a  Mr.  Andrews  at  farm  labor.  On  the 
death  of  his  employer  he  came  to  Waterbury,  and 
worked  at  the  carpenter's  and  joiner's  trade  with  A. 
B.  Simons  until  he  started  in  business  for  himself, 
in  partnership  with  A.  A.  Irion.  They  engaged  in 
contracting  and  building  for  several  years,  and  on 
discontinuing  business  Mr.  Bronneke  found  em- 
ployment with  the  Waterbury  Lumber  &  Coal  Co., 
with  whom  he  remained  sixteen  vears,  his  labors 
giving  the  utmost  satisfaction.  While  engaged  in 
the  manufacture  of  window  frames  and  fancy 
sashes  he  was  accidentally  struck  in  the  right  eye, 
which  injury  caused  him  great  pain,  and,  fearing 
the  loss  of  his  sight,  he  became  melancholy  and 
mentally  unbalanced.  He  died  June  8,  1897,  and 
his  remains  were  interred  in  the  Brockett  cemetery. 
Spring  Lake. 

On  April  24,  1873,  Mr.  Bronneke  married  Miss 
Juliet  E.- Potter,  who  was  born  Tune  24,  1838,  at 
Platts  Mills,  Waterbury,  a  daughter  of  Samuel  and 
Grace  (Dudley)  Potter,  and  granddaughter  of  Rev. 
Samuel  Potter  and  John  E.  Dudley.  After  their 
marriage  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bronneke  located  on  her 
father's  old  homestead,  where  she  still  continues  to 
live,  having  a  pleasant  residence,  surrounded  by 
beautiful  grounds.  Two  children  were  born  of 
their  union,  of  whom  Burton,  the  elder,  died  in  in- 
fancy. Homer  Samuel  attended  the  Hopeville  Dis- 
trict school,  the  high  school  of  Waterbury,  and  the 
Harrington  Business  College,  graduating  from  the 
last  named  institution.  He  was  employed  for  a 
time  in  the  shipping  department  of  the  factory  of 
Rogers  &  Hamilton,  Waterbury,  and  on  May  14, 
1900,  entered  the  factory  of  Benedict  &  Burnham, 
where  he  is  employed  as  a  brass  roller.  He  is  prov- 
ing himself  to  be  a  very  competent  workman  in  that 
line. 

Industrious,  temperate  and  reliable  in  all  things. 
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Mr.   Bronneke   commanded    the    respect   and   con-  i 
fidence  of  all  with  whom  he  came  in  contact,  and   j 
was  well  liked  by  those  who  knew  him.     He  had  a   | 
good  command  of  English,  and  was  well  informed   I 
on  the  leading  questions  and  issues  of  the  day,  as  j 
well  as  topics  of  general  interest.     He  was  an  earn-  | 
est   and   faithful   member   of   the   Second    Baptist  | 
Church,  of  which  he  was  one  of  the  trustees,  and 
was  also  assistant   superintendent  of  the   Sunday- 
school.     Socially  he  was  an  active  and  prominent 
member  of  Harmony  Lodge,  No.  42,  F.  &  A.  ^I. ; 
and  of  Lodge  No.  5',  A.  O.  U.  W.,  both  of  Water- 
bury. 

Mrs.  Bronneke  is  an  educated  lady,  having  at- 
tended the  district  schools,  the  Waterburv  high 
school,  the  State  Normal  School  of  New  Britain, 
and  the  Charlotteville  Seminary.  For  a  time  she 
successfully  engaged  in  teaching  in  the  town  of 
Waterburv.  She,  too,  is  an  earnest  member  of 
the  Second  Baptist  Church  of  Waterbury.  and  takes 
an  active  part  in  church  .and  Sunday-school  work. 
She  has  been  secretary  and  treasurer  of  the  Sun- 
day-school for  twenty-five  years  and  still  holds  the 
offices,  and  is  also  secretary  and  treasurer  of  the 
Women's  Missionary  Society.  She  is  quite  a  tem- 
perance advocate. 

HAND  FA^HLY.  John  Hand,  the  first  repre- 
sentative' of  the  Hand  family  on  the  American 
shore,  was  born  in  161 1,  in  England,  and  settled 
in  Southampton,  L.  L,  when  a  young  man.  In 
this  country  he  married  Alice  Stanborough,  and  to 
their  union  were  born  six  children:  Shumgar,  Ben- 
jamin, John,  Steven,  Joseph  and  James. 

Joseph  Hand,  son  of  John,  was  born  in  1639  at  ! 
Southampton,  L.  L,  and  when  a  young  man  came 
to  Guilford,  where  he  spent  the  remainder  of  his 
life,  dying  Jan.  17,  1724.  He  married,  in  1664,- 
Jennie  Wright,  who  was  born  in  1640,  a  daughter 
of  Benjamin  \\'right,  of  Guilford.  She  died  in  Jan- 
uary, 1725. 

Joseph  Hand,  eldest  son  of  Joseph,  was  born  in 
Guilford,  in  that  part  known  as  East  Guilford  (now 
Madison),  April  2,  1671.  In  1692  he  was  married 
to  Hester  Wilcox,  who  was  born  in  1673.  a  daugh- 
ter of  John  and  Esther  (Cornwall)  \Mlcox,  and 
died  in   1696. 

Janna  Hand,  son  of  Joseph,  was  born  Feb.   17, 
1693,  and  died  Dec.  9,  1767.     He  was  married  Feb. 
14,  1723.  to  Dorathy  Griswold,  who  was  born  Sept. 
23,  1692,  and  died  Feb.  12,  1775.   She  was  a  daugh-   ; 
ter  of  John  and  Mary   (Bevis)    Griswold.  ; 

Capt.  Daniel  Hand,  sen  of  Janna,  was  born  in 
East  Guilford,  February,  1732,  and  died  Oct.  16, 
1816.  His  first  wife  was  Siba  Smith,  whom  he 
married  Oct.  28.  1759.  in  Killingworth :  she  died 
Sept.  20,  1772.  Capt.  Daniel  Hand  served  in  the 
war  of  the  Revolution  in  the  regiment  commanded 
by  Col.  Talcott.  recLiving  hi*  appi^intment  in  1776. 

Daniel  Hand,  a  soii  nf  La))t.  IDanicI  Hanit.  was 
born  in  East  Guilford,  April  24,  1762,  and  died  Jan. 


15, 1S21.  He  married  Artemisia  Meigs,  who  was  horn 
Feb.  25,  1770,  and  was  a  daughter  of  Daniel  and 
Chloe  (Scranton)  Meigs,  and  diet!  Oct.  11,  1812. 

Daniel  Hand,  son  of  Daniel  and  Artemisia 
(Meigs)  Hand,  was  born  July  14,  1801,  and  died  in 
December,  1890;  George  Edward  Hand,  another 
son  of  Daniel  and  Artemisia  (Meigs)  Hand,  was 
born  Aug.  16,  1809,  died  Aug.  30,  1889. 

DR.  JA:\IES  W.  sweet.  Probably  no  one  is 
more  ready  to  admit  that  mental  characteristics  are 
inherited  just  as  surely  as  physical  ones,  than  our 
subject.  Dr.  James  W.  Sweet,  who  comes  from  a 
line  of  natural  bone-setters.  For  several  generations, 
almost  everv  family  circle  of  his  name  pro- 
duced several  who  most  naturally  followed  that 
profession. 

Dr.  James  Sweet,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  Guilford,  Conn,,  June  15,  1828,  a  son  of  Dr. 
Benoni  Sweet,  born  in  New  Bedford,  ]Mass.,  a  son 
of  Dr.  James,  who  descended  from  one  of  three 
brother  surgeons  who  came  to  America  from  Eng- 
land, the  sign  used  by  the  oldest.  Dr.  James,  being 
in  the  possession  of  our  subject,  reading,  "Dr. 
Sweet,  Bone-setter.''  At  the  present  time  the  fam- 
ily is  scattered  through  New  England,  and  one  Dr. 
Sweet  is  located  at  Lebanon,  Mass.,  another  at 
Hartford,  Conn.,  and  one  can  he  found  at  Spring- 
field. Mass.,  our  subject  enjoying  a  wide  and  ex- 
tended practice  up  the  Naugatuck  \"alley,  through 
the  State,  and  even  to  New  York  and  Brooklyn. 

Dr.  Benoni  Sweet,  the  grandfather  of  our  sub- 
ject, practiced  bone-setting  all  his  life  in  Guilford. 
Conn.,  and  of  his  three  sons,  Benoni,  Gideon  and 
James,  Gideon  became  a  surgeon,  or  bone-setter,  in 
Middletown,  Conn.,  where  he  died;  and  James 
settled  in  Milford,  Connecticut. 

Dr.  James  Sweet  practiced  in  ]\Iilford,  Conn., 
until  his  death  in  April,  1877.  He  married  Cather- 
ine E.  Walker,  who  was  born  May  7,  1830,  in  Guil- 
ford, and  died  June  17,  1853,  daughter  of  Walter 
Walkley,  who  met  his  death  in  the  Indian  war,  about 
1830.  The  Walkley  family  was  of  English  descent 
also. 

The  early  life  of  Dr.  James  W.  Sweet  was  that 
of  any  healthy,  high  spirited  boy  of  his  time,  play 
and  school  alternating  until  he  was  placed  under 
stricter  rules  in  an  excellent  private  educational  in- 
stitution located  in  Milford,  leaving  there  to  engage 
in  the  study  of  surgery,  or  bone-setting,  under  the 
capable  instruction  of  his  father.  L'pon  the  death 
of  this  parent,  in  1877,  our  subject  took  entire 
charge  of  the  extended  practice,  and  since  that  time 
has  lived  a  very  busy  life,  the  fame  of  his  wonderful 
skill  having  gone  far  and  wide,  and  he  has  patients 
come  to  consult  him  from  almost  every  State  in  the 
Cnion. 

On  May  18,  1878,  Dr.  Sweet  was  married  to 
Miss  Emmeline  S.  Barber,  of  Elkhart.  Ind.,  a 
daughter  cf  James  M.  Barber,  and  three  children 
have  been  born  of  this  union :   James  W.  Jr.,  Grov- 
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er  C,  and  Minnie  E.,  the  last  named  dyinc^  at  the 
age  of  six  years.  Dr.  Sweet  is  a  Democrat  in  his 
political  affiliations,  and  is  prominent  in  the  various 
fraternal  organizations,  being  a  Thirty-second  De- 
gree-Mason  ;  Knight  Templar;  a  Shriner ;  and  a 
Knight  of  Pythias.  He  is  also  a  member  of  the 
Order  of  Red  Men ;  the  Patriot  Sons  of  America ; 
the  Sons  of  Temperance :  the  Knights  of  the  Golden 
Eagle ;  and  several  other  organizations.  For  manv 
years  the  family  has  been  connected  with  the  Epis- 
copal Church,  and  Dr.  Sweet  is  one  of  the  most 
generous  supporters  of  the  benevolent  and  charit- 
able enterprises  of  that  church. 

MRS.  .MARTHA  G.  DOWNS,  member  of  the 
Woman's  Club  of  Ansonia.  Derby  and  Shelton,  a 
charter  member  of  Elizabeth  Clark  Hull  Chapter, 
D.  A.  R.,  of  Ansonia  ( having  served  as  a  member 
of  the  Board  of  Managers  since  its  organization, 
and  for  two  years  its  recording  secretary),  and  an 
active  member  of  Christ's  Episcopal  Clnirch,  and 
president  of  the  Ladies'  Aid  Society,  was  born  at 
Great  Hill,  Seymour,  then  Derby,  and  belongs  to  a 
well  known  pioneer  family. 

John  Holbrook,  her  paternal  great-great-grand- 
father, was  among  the  first  settlers  in  the  vicinity 
of  Seymour,  then  Derby,  and  owned  a  large  tract 
of  land,  upon  which  he  built  a  dwelling  house  that 
is  still  standing.  He  donated  the  land  for  the  first 
Episcopal  Church  and  burying-ground  in  Derby, 
and  his  death  occurred  in  that  village. 

Capt.  John  Holbrook,  great-grandfather  of  Mrs. 
Downs,  was  born  in  Derby,  and  probably  lived 
at  Great  Hill,  where  a  house  built  for  him,  in  1745. 
is  yet  standing.  He  owned  1,000  acres  of  land 
and  devoted  much  attention  to  its  cultivation,  while 
as  a  citizen  he  was  active  and  influential,  serving  in 
various  town  offices.  For  years  he  was  an  officer 
in  the  local  militia,  and  he  had  three  sons,  John, 
Nathaniel  and  Abel,  who  fought  in  the  Revolution- 
ary army, 

Richard  Holbrook,  grandfather  of  our  subject, 
was  born  in  the  house  mentioned  above,  and  there 
lived  and  died.  He  became  a  farmer  on  a  portion 
of  the  homestead,  and  was  prominent  in  local  af- 
fairs, holding  various  offices.  He  assisted  in  or- 
ganizing the  Episcopal  Church  at  Seymour,  of 
which  he  was  afterward  a  leading  supporter.  His 
death  occurred  in  1823,  at  the  age  of  forty-seven. 
He  .was  married  three  times,  and  had  seven  chil- 
dren of  whom  none  are  now  living.  His  first  wife, 
Sarah  Lum,  was  bOrn  in  Derby,  the  daughter  of 
Reuben  Lum,  a  well  known  citizen.  She  died  aged 
twenty-two,  leaving  one  son,  Daniel  L. 

Col.  Daniel  L.  Holbrook  was  born  Xov.  7,  1798, 
in  the  old  family  residence,  and  passed  his  life  at 
the  homestead.  Politicallv  he  was  a  Democrat,  and 
he  became  a  leader  in  local  politics,  serving  as  select- 
man, and  in  other  offices  in  the  towns  of  Derby  and 
Seymour.  His  sound  judgment  and  unusual  execu- 
tive ability  were  widely  recognized,  and  few  men 


of  his  day  cninmanded  the  respect  accorded  him  bv 
those  who  knew  him  best.  His  title  of  colonel  was 
gained  by  able  service  in  the  Connecticut  National 
Guard,  in  which  he  held  the  rank  of  captain  for 
some  time  previous  to  his  promotion.  He  was  also 
active  in  the  work  of  the  Episcopal  Church,  serving 
as  warden  for  a  number  of  years.  His  wife,  Lucy 
Nichols,  was  one  of  the  three  children  of  Russell 
Nichols  and  his  wife,  Nancy  Riggs,  the  latter  a 
descendant  of  Edward  Riggs,  who  settled  in  Derby 
in  1645.  Russell  Nichols  was  a  native  of  Quaker 
Farms,  and  was  for  many  years  a  leading  citizen 
of  that  locality,  his  death  occurring  at  the  age  of 
seventy-four.  The  Nichols  family  is  of  prominent 
pioneer  stock,  tracing  descent  from  Francis  Nichols, 
who  purchased  a  large  tract  of  land  in  Oxford  in 
1743,  and  made  his  permafient  home  there.  A  more 
complete  account  of  the  family  is  given  elsewhere 
in  this  volume.  Col.  Daniel  L.  Holbrook  died  in 
185S.  and  his  wife  in  1880,  when  she  was  aged 
seventy-eight.  They  had  three  children,  of  whom 
our  subject  was  the  youngest,  (i)  Sarah,  de- 
ceased, married  Stephen  Russell  and  had  two  chil- 
dren :  Lucy  and  Frank.  Lucy  Russell  married 
Gustavus  Lewis,  a  farmer  near  Plainville,  Conn., 
now  deceased,  and  had  two  children,  Josephine 
(who  married  W.  R.  Sparks,  of  New  Britain,  and 
had  two  children,  Edith  and  William)  and  Jere- 
miah. Frank  Russell  married  Lillian  Northrop  and 
has  two  children,  Luella  and  Beulah.  (2)  Mary 
A.,  sister  of  Mrs.  Downs,  married  William  Church, 
deceased,  and  resides  in  New  Haven :  she  has  three 
children :  George  L.,  who  married  Jeannette 
Styles,  of  Seymour ;  Daniel  L.,  who  married  Anna 
;  Hall,  of  New  York,  the  latter  now  deceased ;  and 
]  Addie  L.,  wife  of  David  Curry,  of  New  Haven. 

Mrs.  Downs  passed  her  early  life  in  Seymour, 
and  on  Oct.  Q,  1870,  was  married  there  to  the  late 
:  Thomas  ]\L  Downs,  who  was  born  in  July.  1824,  in 
Southbury,  the  son  of  Henry  and  Sally  (Botsford) 
Downs.  His  father,  who  was  a  prom.inent  agricul- 
turist of  Southbury,  died  in  early  manhood,  and  his 
m.other,  a  native  of  Newtown,  died  aged  eighty. 
Of  their  eight  children,  five  are  still  living.  'Mr. 
Downs  located  in  Ansonia  about  1864,  engaging  in 
general  mercantile  business,  and  his  death  occurred 
there  in  1874,  at  the  age  of  fifty.  Mrs.  Downs  has 
resided  in  Ansonia  since  1869,  and  in  1889  she 
built  her  present  dwelling  house,  at  No.  119  South 
Cliff  street.  There  were  then  but  few  houses  on  the 
street,  and  during  her  residence  in  the  place  she  has 
seen  it  develop  from  a  population  of  5,000  to  13,000. 

PATRICK  JAMES  BRENNAN,  a  highly-re- 
spected and  honored  citizen  of  the  town  of  Nauga- 
tuck,  was  born  in  County  Kildare,  Ireland,  Oct. 
10,  1848,  a  son  of  William  and  Mary  ( Lahey) 
Brennan.  In  the  spring  of  1864  he  sailed  for  the 
United  States,  and  on  landing  in  this  country  took 
up  his  residence  in  Naugatuck,  New  Haven  Co., 
Conn.,   where  he  soon   found  employment    in    the 
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molding  depiartmcnt  of  the  Tuttle  &  ^^■hittcnlOl•c 
iron  foundry.  Later  he  was  transferred  to  the  an- 
neanng  department,  of  which  he  has  been  the  effi- 
cient and  popular  foreman  for  several  }ear;. 

On  May  31,  1869,  ^Ir.  Brennan  was  united  in 
marriage  with  2^Iiss  j\lary  E.  Martin,  of  Nauga- 
tuck,  and  they  have  six  children,  namely:  Nellie 
A.,  who  is  a  school  teacher;  William  F.,  a  grocer 
of  Xaugatuck;  Edward  P.,  a  druggist  of  the  same 
place;  Mary,  at  home;  Charles  M.,  also  a  drug- 
gist; and  Irine  R.,  who  is  attending  school.  The 
family  is  one  of  considerable  prominence  in  the 
community,  and  the  sons  are  now  leading  business 
men  of  Xaugatuck.  They  have  a  beautiful  home 
at  Xo.  305  Church  street. 

In  his  political  views  Mr.  Brennan  is  inde- 
pendent. For  several  years  he  has  been  promi- 
nently identified  with  public  affairs ;  has  served  as 
selectman  and  justice  of  the  peace;  was  a  member 
of  the  board  of  education  fourteen  years ;  and  lire- 
commissioner  four  years.  He  is  an  intelligent, 
well-informed  man,  keeps  well  posted  on  the  lead- 
ing questions  and  issues  of  the  day,  and  faithfully 
discharge  any  duty  that  devolves  upon  him.  He 
is  a  member  of  St.  Francis  Catholic  Church,  and 
of  the  Young  Men's  Catholic  Institute  of  Xauga- 
tuck. 

WASHIXGTOX  EDWARDS  GRISWOLD. 
There  are  in  every  conmiunity  men  whose  broad 
characters  touch  all  vital  interests,  and  who  by 
their  capable  and  disinterested  devotion  to  aflairs 
acquire,  without  apparent  effort,  a  position  of  in- 
fluence and  importance  to  the  communal  life  about 
them.  \\'ashington  E.  Cjriswold  has  been  a  life- 
long resident  of  Connecticut.  In  a  business  way  his 
career  has  been  most  fortunate  and  successful.  The 
capacity  for  business,  which  he  has  admirably  dem- 
onstrated, he  has  freelv  placed  at  the  disposal  of 
his  townsmen.  Liberal  and  kind  in  disposition,  with 
the  "Golden  Rule"  as  his  motto  in  life,  he' has  kept 
close  to  the  people  about  him,  and  in  every  sense  has 
identified  himself  with  causes  for  the  common  good. 

Mr.  Griswold  is  a  descendant  (  in  the  seventh 
generation)  from  (I)  Edward  Griswold,  one  of  the 
■early  settlers  of  X^ew  England.  Edward  Griswold 
was  bom  in  Warwickshire,  England,  in  1607,  one 
of  a  family  of  five  brothers :  Edward  ;  Thomas, 
who  remained  in  England  ;  Francis,  who  settled  at 
Cambridge,  Mass. ;  Michael,  who  settled  at  Wethers- 
field,  Conn. ;  and  Matthew,  who  settled  at  Windsor 
and  later  at  Lyme.  Conn.  Of  these,  Edward  lo- 
cated first  in  Massachusetts,  and  later  at  Windsor, 
where  he  was  one  of  the  first  settlers  and  a  land 
owner.  Thence  he  removed  to  what  is  now  Kil- 
hngworth,  Middlesex  Co..  Conn.,  where  he  spent  the 
remainder  of  his  days.  His  first  wife  was  named 
Ann,  and  his  second,  Elizabeth.  His  ten  childi-en- 
were  as  follov.-s:  Francis,  born  in  1620;  Sarah,  in 
1630;  George.'  in  I'^i^^;  John,  in  1635;  .\nn.  Aug. 
19,   1642;  Mary,  Oct.  5,   1644;  Deborah,  June  28, 


164';  (mariic'l  Samuel  Buel)  ;  Joseph,  March  22, 
>  1648;  Samuel,  Xov.  18,  1649;  and  John,  Aug.  i, 
^  1652.  The  line  of  descent  from  the  founder  of  the 
!  Griswold  family  in  America  to  our  subject  is  as  fol- 
'■  lows : 

!         (II)   John  Griswold,  youngest  son  of  Edward, 

born  Aug.  i,  1652,  in  Killing\vorth,  Middlesex  Co., 

'  Conn.,  was  a  lifelong  resident  of  that  town.    He  died 

Aug.' 7,  1717,  and  was  buried  at  Killingworth.     He 

was  twice  married,  on    X^ov.    18,   1672,  to    Mary 

Bavis,  who  died  Dec.  29,  1679.    For  his  second  wife 

he   wedded   Barshua   Xorth,   daughter  of   Thomas 

Gideon  Walter  Price.     She  died   March   19,   1736. 

:  The  sixteen  children  of  John  Griswold  were  as  fol- 

I  lows :    Mary,  born  Feb.  2,  1674 ;  Margaret,  Dec.  10, 

!  1675;  Hannah,  Oct.  25,  1677;  John,  Sept.  22,  1679 

'   (died    Dec.    14,    1679)  ;    Dorothy,   March  4,    1681 

(died  March,  1690)  ;  Bethshula.  Dec.  5,  1682  (mar- 

:  ried  Daniel  Clark);  John,  Sept.  4,   i(^2'-  Samuel, 

April  4,    1685    (married  Sarah  Wright,  died  Dec. 

29,    1736);   Lucy,   July    21,    1G86    (married   Allen 

Ball)  ;  Martha,  June  i,  1689  (died  X''ov.  17,  1690)  ; 

Joseph  and  Benjamin   (twins),  Sept.  20,  1690  (the 

latter  married  Abigail  Norton)  ;  Dorothy,  Sept.  3, 

i6<j2;    Martha,  June   16,     1694     (married    Samuel 

Pratt)  ;  Daniel,  Oct.  25,  1696  (died  Sept.  10,  1737, 

j  married  Jerusha  Stevens)  ;  Walter,  March  7,  1700 

I  (died  Oct,,   1745,  married  Sarah  Wright). 

(III)  Joseph  Griswold,  son  of  John,  born  Sept. 
20.  1(390  (a  twin  of  Benjamin),  in  Killingworth, 
spent  his  life  there.     He  was  a  land  owner  and  far- 

i  mer  in  Killingworth,  and  died  there  April  8,  1771. 

I  On  Dec.  29.  1714,  he  married  Temperance  Lay,  who 
died  Sept.  18,  1773.  Their  children  were  as  follows  : 
John,  was  born  Oct.  10,  1715;  Joseph,  born  Oct.  22, 
1 716,  married  Rebecca  Rutley,  and  died  in  June, 
1771  ;  Nathan,  born  April  28.  1719,  married  Sarah 
Hull ;  Giles,  born  June  3,  1723,  married  Mercy  Chat- 
field,  and  died  April  2T,.  1804;  John,  born  March  6, 
172(5,  married  Mary  Ward;  Daniel,  bom  Aug,  10, 
1728,  married  Lydia  Hull:  Jedidiah,  born  Dec,  13, 
1730,  married  Patience  Bates. 

(IV)  Xathan  Griswold,  the  creat-grandfather 
of  W'ashington  E.,  was  born  in  Killingworth  April 
28,  1719.  son  of  Joseph.  Like  his  father  and  grand- 
father, he  was  a  farmer  and  land  owner  and  prom- 
inent citizen  of  Killingworth,  where  he  spent  his 
life,  and  where  he  died  and  is  buried.  He  married 
r^Iay  2,  1743,  Sarah  Hull,  daughter  of  Peter  Hull, 
and  their  eight  children  were  as  follows:  Xatlian, 
born  Sept,  27,  1746.  married  Jemima  Pierson,  Tem- 
perance was  born  Dec.  14,  1748."    George,  born  Nov. 

5,  1752,  married  Artemisia  Stevens,  and  died  Nov. 

6,  1834.  Joel  was  born  May  21,  1757.  Sarah,  bom 
April  10,  1760,  died  Oct.  5,  1763.  Jared,  born  Aug. 
ID,  1764,  died  Oct.  20,  1784.  Sarah,  born  Feb.  20, 
1766.  died  Oct.  26,  1784.  Martha,  born  Feb.  14, 
1770,  died  Oct,  5,  1784. 

(V)  Joel  Griswold  (grandfather  of  our  sub- 
ject), born  on  the  old  homestead  in  Killingworth 
May  21,   1757,  became  a  farmer  and  a  large  land 
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owner,  and  there  spent  his  life,  dying-  April  12,  1834; 
he  was  buried  in  the  Killingworth  cemetery.  He 
was  a  member  of  the  Congregational  Church,  and 
in  politics  a  Federalist.  On  Sept.  i,  1796,  he  mar- 
ried Sarah  Kelsey,  born  Nov.  9,  1770,  who  died  Feb. 
25,  1842,  and  was  btiried  in  Killingworth  cemetery. 
She  was  a  member  of  the  Congregational  Church. 
The  six  children  of  Joel  and  Sarah  Griswold  were: 
Martin  Heman,  born  Oct.  19,  1797,  died  Jan.  31, 
1810  (he  was  accidetitally  scalded)  ;  Xathan  was 
born  July  3,  1799 ;  Polly  ISIinerva.  born  May  3,  1801, 
married  John  Farnham,  and  died  Dec.  31,  1872;  Dr. 
George  Washington,  bom  July  26,  1S04,  graduated 
from  Yale  College,  went  West  and  died  Sept,  22, 
1834;  Sarah  Louise,  born  Aug.  30,  1807,  married 
Henry  Scanton,  and  died  in  February.  1884;  and 
Joel  Pinckney,  born  ]March  4,  1809,  died  in  1865, 
out  West.     Of  these, 

(V'l)  Nathan  Griswold  (father  of  our  subject) 
was  born  on  the  old  homestead  in  Killing\vorth  July 
3,  1799.  He  attended  the  district  schools  of  Killing- 
worth,  but  was  mainly  a  self-educated  man.  He 
was  a  school  teacher  for  several  years,  later  settling 
down  to  farming  and  stock  raising,  becoming  one 
of  the  largest  land  owners  in  the  town  of  Killing- 
worth,  and  a  prominent  citizen.  He  represented  the 
town  in  the  State  Legislature  at  New  Haven  and 
at  Hartford ;  was  selectman  of  the  town ;  and  held 
other  local  offices,  being  quite  active  in  political  life. 
In  political  sentiment  he  was  a  stanch  Jacksonian 
Democrat ;  in  religious  faith  a  member  of  the  Con- 
gregational Church.  He  died  on  his  farm  in  Kil- 
lingworth April  21,  1872,  and  was  buried  in  the 
family  cemeter}-  in  Killingworth.  On  Nov.  25,  1827, 
he  married  Rachel  Hull,  daughter  of  John  Hull,  a 
well-knowii  citizen  of  KillingAvorth,  and  their  chil- 
dren were  as  follows :  Alvira  L.,  bom  Oct.  27, 
1828,  married  Isaac  Kelsey,  of  Killingworth,  who 
died  Aug.  10,  1901.  Washington  Edwards,  our  sub- 
ject, sketch  of  whom  follows.  Sarah  }.Iehitabel. 
bom  Dec.  27,  1832,  died  May  26,  1893;  she  married 
William  H.  Stevens,  of  Killingworth.  Sherman  E., 
'born  Aug.  7,  1835,  married  Adeline  Parmelee,  and 
resides  on  the  old  homestead.  Alabel  R.  married 
Alfred  Goodyear,  of  Hamden.  Charles  Nathan, 
bom  in  April.  1840,  died  Oct.  22,  1844.  Harriet 
Lemira,  bom  Nov.  21,  1843,  niarried  Ralph  Edward 
Barnum,  of  Killingworth.  The  mother  of  these 
died  June  23,  1873,  on  the  old  homestead,  aged  sixty- 
nine  ycTrs,  and  was  buried  in  the  family  cemetery. 
She  was  a  member  of  the  Congregational  Church, 
and  a  woman  of  noble  Christian  character. 

(VII)  Washington  E.  Griswold,  whose  name  in- 
troduces this  sketch,  was  bom  Dec.  24,  1830,  and 
was  reared  upon  the  old  homestead.  He  attended 
the  district  schools  of  his  native  town,  later  pursu- 
ing his  studies  at  the  Madison  high  school,  and  at 
the  State  Normal  School,  New  Britain,  Hartford 
countv,  and  for  some  years  he  taught  school  during 
the  winter  months,  working  on  the  farm  in  summer. 
In  Killingworth,  lie  married,  Oct.  4,  1854,  2iliss  Cor- 


delia Earnum,  \\ho  was  born  there  July  13.  1833, 
daughter  of  Nathaniel  E.  and  Juliett  (Evarts") 
Barnum,  granddaughter  of  Luther  and  Mabel 
(Stephens)  Barnum,  and  great-granddaughter  of 
Capt.  Aaron  Stephens,  who  was  an  officer  in  the 
Revolutionary  war.  After  his  marriage  Air.  Gris- 
wold obtained  from  his  father  a  tract  of  land,  and 

I  there  began  his  successful  career  as  a  farmer.    From 

'■  time  to  time  he  made  notable  improvements,  erected 
a  handsome  dwelling  and  other  buildings,  the  total 
improvements  costing  more  than  $6,000.     Through 

:  his  thrift  and  business  ability  he  prospered,  and  fi- 
nally acquired  over  250  acres  of  fine  farming  land, 

.  which  he  devoted  to  stock  raising  and  general  farm- 
ing. 

To  our  subject  and  wife  two  children  were  born ; 

,  Charles  Edwards  died  in  infancy.     Edith  I.,  bom 

j  Sept.  5,  i860,  graduated  from  the  Morgan  high 
school  in  the  English  Classics,  and  for  a  number 
of  years  taught  school  in  KillingAvorth.  She  mar- 
ried Albert  H.  Phelps,  of  Guilford,  and  lived  in  the 
beautiful  home  in  that  town  (purchased  for  her  by 
her  father)  until  her  death,  Dec.  20,  1894,  at  the 
birth  of  her  daughter,  Edith  Griswold.     She  was  a 

■  member  of  the  Congregational  Church,  a  young  lady 
of  beauty  and  many  accomplishments,  well-educated, 

^  cultured  and  refined,  a  loving  wife  and  afi'ectionate 
daughter.  Her  death  was  a  sad  blow  to  her  parents, 
and  a  shock  to  her  wide  circle  of  friends.  Between 
parents  and  child  the  attachment  was  unusuallv 
strong  and  close,  and  in  their  declining  years  her 
sweet  and  winning  personality  is  sadly  niissed. 
In   1894,  after  the  death  of  his   daughter,  Air. 

i  (jriswold  removed,  to  Guilford,  and  sold  most  of 
his  farming  lands,  retaining  only  100  acres.  He  still 
manages  his  property,  but  since  his  residence  at 
Guilford  he  has  practically  lived  a  retired  life.  In 
public  life  Mr.  Griswold  has  been  notably  prominent. 
He  represented  the  town  of  Killingworth  in  the 
State  Legislature  in  1866-67  and  in  1885,  serving 
in  the  old  State  Houses  at  Hartford  and  New 
Haven,  and  in  the  new  State  House  at  Hartford.  In 
politics  he  is  a  stanch  Democrat,  and  he  has  held 

,  nearly  all  the  offices  within  the  gift  of  his  fell9w 
townsmen.  For  eight  years  he  was  judge  of  pro- 
bate for  the  district  of  Killing-worth.  For  fourteen 
years  he  filled  the  office  of  selectman,  serving  as 
chairnian  of  the  board  most  of  the  time,  and  he  held 

,  that  office  during  the  Civil  war,  when  the  duties 
were  more  exacting  than  they  ever  were  before  or 

'  have  been  since.  He  has  been  assessor  and  tax  col- 
lector of  Killingworth,  served  on  the  board  of  relief, 
and  for  twenty  years  was  a  justice  of  the  peace.   Air. 

I  Griswold  has  ever  taken  a  deep  interest  in  the  pub- 
lic schools,  and  has  served  as  chairman  of  the  school 

;   board  most  of  the   time   for  twenty  years.     Since 

I  his  removal  to  Guilford  he  has  declined  many  of- 

I  fices,  consenting,  however,  in  1897,  to  his  noniina- 

I  tion  as  first  selectman,  and  serving  the  term.  In 
1809  he  was  elected  a  member  of  the  school  board, 

,  and  is  still  serving. 


lO/O 


COMMEMORATIVE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


In  r-»Iigious 


■t    Mr.   (iriswold   is  a  member 


of  the  Church  Society  at  Guilford  and  a  liberal  sup- 
porter of  same.  A  living  exponent  of  the  Golden 
Rule,  his  personal  habits  have  always  been  above 
reproach,  and  he  is  opposed  to  the  use  of  strong 
drink  or  tobacco  in  any  form.  Mrs.  Griswold  is  a 
member  of  the  Congregational  Church,  a  lady  of 
refinement,  modesty  and  intelligence,  devoted  to  her 
husband  and  to  her  home.  Both  were  members  of 
the  Grange  in  Killing-worth,  and  both  are  well  in- 
■  formed  upon  the  leading  events  and  subjects  of  the 
dav.  Thev  are  most  highly  esteemed  and  respected 
by  all  who  know  them,  and  now,  in  the  afternoon  of 
their  life,  thev  are  enjoying  the  fruits  of  their  earlier 
labor,  and  dispensing  with  generous  and  discrim- 
inating care  the  material  blessings  which  it  is  theirs 
to  command. 

GEORGE  r.LAKESLEE  FRA\'CIS,  a  well- 
to-do  and  much  respected  farmer  and  stock  raiser 
in  the  North  Farms  district  of  the  town  of  Walling- 
ford,  was  born  on  the  farm  of  his  father,  Feb.  13, 
1841,  a  son  of  Lyman  Francis,  who  was  born  on  the 
old  Francis  homestead  in  North  Farms,  March  21, 
1806.  Lyman  Francis  was  a  brother  of  the  late 
William  Francis,  and  a  son  of  Jacob  and  Content 
(Hall)  Francis.  A  student  in  the  district  school 
of  the  North  Farms,  he  grew  up  under  the  paternal 
roof,  and  remained  with  his  parents  until  his  mar- 
riage, when  he  settled  on  the  Hall  Farm,  where 
George  Blakeslee  now  lives.  Devoting  much  at- 
tention to  the  advanced  and  progressive  farming  of 
the  day,  he  was  one  of  the  pioneers  in  that  field  that 
has  proved  so  profitable  to  Connecticut  farmers,  and 
has  made  a  record  as  a  tobacco  grower.  His  was 
a  busy  but  brief  life,  as  he  died  when  but  forty- 
three  years  old.  In  politics  he  was  a  Democrat, 
but  independent  in  his  voting.  Of  domestic  habits 
he  was  a  good  and  kind-hearted  man,  of  whom 
it  is  said  that  he  lived  very  close  to  the  Golden 
Rule.  On  Oct.  10,  1832,  Lyman  Francis  was  mar- 
ried to  Mary  Blakeslee,  who  was  born  in  North 
Farms,  Sept.  6,  1803,  a  daughter  of  Joseph  and 
Mary  (Andrews)  Blakeslee.  and  died  April  19, 
1875.  Both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Francis  were  buried  in 
Center  Street  Cemetery  in  Wallingford.  To  them 
were  born  four  children :  Olive  E.,  born  Oct.  10, 
1833,  married  Edwin  Crocker,  and  is  now  deceased; 
Lucretia  E.,  born  June  26,  1835,  is  now  deceased; 
George  B.,  born  July  31,  1838,  died  Aug.  26,  1839; 
and  George  B.  (2)  born  Feb.  13,  1841.  The 
mother  was  a  member  of  the  Congregational 
Church. 

George  Blakeslee  Francis  was  only  eight  years 
old  when  he  lost  his  father.  A  district  school  edu- 
cation was  given  him,  and  he  remained  with  his 
mother  as  long  as  she  lived,  and  after  her  death, 
continued  in  the  operation  of  the  farm,  which  had 
passed  into  his  pnssessirm.  It  contain?  one  hun- 
dred acres,  twenty-five  acre;  being  in  the  town  of 
Meriden.     Here  he  carries  on  dairy  farming,  stock 


raising  and  fruit  culture,  raid  is  known  as  one  of 
the  most  successful  farmers  in  all  this  region. 

On  Nov.  19,  1885,  Mr.  Francis  was  married  to 
Miss  Emily  J.  Andrev.'s.  born  in  Cheshire,  Conn.,  a 
daughter  of  Horace  and  Esther  R.  (Johnson)  An- 
drews, both  of  whom  have  entered  into  rest.  Mrs. 
Andrews  was  the  daughter  of  the  Rev.  Ransom 
Johnson.  j\Ir.  and  Mrs.  George  B.  Francis  have 
had  lour  children,  whose  names  and  dates  of  birth 
are  as  follows:  Howard  A.,  March  23,  1887;  Will- 
iam L.,  IMarch  15,  1890,  died  !May  20,  1890;  Clay- 
ton H.,  July  23,  1891  ;  and  Joseph  B.,  July  11,  1893. 

Mr.  Francis  is  liberal  in  his  church  views,  and 
is  a  stanch  advocate  of  temperance.  In  politics  he 
is  a  Democrat,  but  has  never  been  a  candidate  for 
official  honors.  In  religion  Mrs.  Francis  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Advent  Church.  Both  our  subject  and 
his  wife  are  intelligent  and  cultured  people,  widely 
read,  and  thoroughly  posted  on  all  the  great  ques- 
tion; of  the  day.  He  is  a  hard-working  and  honest 
man,  of  whom  the  community  speaks  well. 

C.  WATSON  BALDWIN.  This  well  known 
citizen  of  Milford  was  born  in  that  town  April  9, 
1840,  and  is  a  descendant  of  pioneer  stock,  his  an- 
cestors having  been  early  settlers  at  Hadley,  ]Mass., 
and  later  at  Milford.  Joseph  Baldwin,  of  whom 
further  account  is  given  elsewhere  in  this  volume, 
was  born  in  Milford  in  1640,  and  from  his  large 
family  of  children  numerous  lines  of  descendants 
are  now  traced. 

Hezekiah  Baldwin,  our  subject's  grandfather, 
was  a  native  of  Milford,  and  followed  farming 
there  throughrut  his  life. 

Charles  J.  Baldwin,  son  of  Hezekiah,  was  born 
in  ]\Iilford  Sept.  30,  1812,  and  engaged  in  agri- 
culture there.  In  religious  faith  he  was  a  Congre- 
gationalist.  He  was  a  leading  Democrat  of  the 
localitv  and  was  elected  to  various  offices  of  the 
town.  He  married  Eunice  Baldwin,  a  native  of 
Milford,  and  a  daughter  of  Elnathan  Baldwin,  her 
descent  being  traced  to  Joseph,  the  pioneer.  Her 
death  occurred  Feb.  25,  1876.  at  the  age  of  sixty- 
one  years  ana  nine  months.  Our  subject  was  the 
first  in  a  family  of  four  children,  the  others  being: 
William  H.,  who  died  aged  seven  years ;  Henry 
E.,  a  farmer  at  the  old  homestead;  and  George  E., 
now  in  the  employ  of  the  N.  Y.,  N.  H.  &  H.  R. 
R.  Company. 

During  boyhood  C.  Watson  Baldwin  attended 
public  and  private  schools  in  his  native  town.  As 
a  young  man  he  engaged  in  farming,  but  in  1880 
he  entered  the  employ  of  the  N.  Y.,  N.  H.  &  H. 
R.  R.  Co.,  with  whom  he  has  continued.  In  politics 
he  is  a  Republican,  but  he  was  formerly  prominent 
as  a  Democrat,  and  was  elected  on  that  ticket  to 
diiiferent  offices  including  those  of  assessor,  mem- 
ber of  the  board  of  relief,  and  member  of  the  board 
of  education,  in  which  he  served  twelve  years. 

On  Jan.  i,  i86r,  Mr.  Eialdwin  married  Miss 
Mary  A.  Clute,  of  Bridgeport,  who  was  born  in 
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Schcnectaily,  X.  Y.,  the  daughter  of  Frederick  ami 
Helen  Cliite.  Her  parents  were  both  natives  of 
Schenectady,  hut  in  later  years  resided  in  Bridge- 
port. She  died  -Vug.  21,  1889.  leaving  one  daugh- 
ter, Helen  \\'.,  born  Feb.  22.  1863,  who  was  mar- 
ried to  William  H.  Hubbard,  of  Greenwich,  and 
has  one  daughter.  Flazel  \\'..  born  Sept.  28.  18S5. 
.Socially  the  IJaldwin  family  is  prominent,  and  Mr. 
Baldwin  is  a  member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity, 
being  identified  with  Ansantawae  Lodge,  No.  89. 
Both  he  and  his  wife  were  members  of  the  Congre- 
gational Church,  in  which  he  continues  to  take  an 
active  interest. 

ANTOXIO  LAZZARI,  a  prominent  Italian 
citizen  of  Bran  ford,  whose  home  is  in  Stony  Creek, 
was  born  in  Milan,  Italy.  March  i,  1852,  son  of 
Francisco  and  Caroline  ( Alacke )  Lazzari.  His  pa- 
ternal grandfather  was  Joseph  Lazzari,  and  his  ma- 
ternal grandfather  was  George  Macke. 

Antonio  Lazzari  was  reared  to  manhood  in 
^lilan  and  vicinity,  where  he  received  a  common- 
school  education.  When  he  became  a  young  man 
he  began  for  himself  by  serving  an  apprenticeship 
of  three  years  at  watchmakina:.  and  tnis  was  his 
occupation  for  seven  years  after  he  had  learned 
the  trade.  The  first  year  he  received  twenty  cents 
a  day ;  the  second  and  third  years  his  income  had 
increased  to  sixty  cents  per  day :  and  during 
the  last  four  year;,  he  worked  at  the  trade  in 
his  native  land  he  earned  a  daily  stipend  of 
one  dollar  and  twenty-five  cents  a  day.  In  1880 
Mr.  Lazzari  came  to  America,  landing  at  Castle 
Garden  Jan.  28th.  and  going  at  once  to  Bav 
View,  Mass..  where  he  worked  at  his  trade  and  in 
a  quarry,  during  the  season,  for  two  years.  ]\Ir. 
Lazzari  made  his  first  impwrtant  business  venture 
after  this,  opening  a  jewelry,  candy  and  cigar  store 
in  Boston.  There  he  remained  three  years,  and 
then  removed  to  Braggville,  Mass.,  where  he  had 
charge  -of  a  boarding  house  five  years  for  the  stohe- 
([uarry  firm  of  Xorcross  Brothers.  In  1890  Mr. 
Lazzari  was  employed  by  the  same  firm  at  Stony 
Creek,  where  he  has  had  a  boarding  house  and 
has  served  as  watchman  for  their  plant. 

Mr.  Lazzari  was  married,  in  1877,  to  Caroline, 
daughter  of  John  and  Antoinette  (  Coloinba)  Am- 
brosoli,  of  ^lilan,  Italy.  This  union  has  been 
blessed  with  twelve  children,  five  of  whom  are  now 
living:  Amelia  V.,  who  is  now  Mrs.  Alexander 
Banca;  Lena  A.;  Annie  K. ;  Delena  A.;  and 
X'ictor  A. 

Mr.  Lazzari  has  been  successful  in  his  line,  and 
has  accumulated  a  very  handsome  competency.  He 
and  all  his  ■  family  are  members  of  the  Catholic 
Church.  Fraternally  he  is  an  Odd  Fellow.  In 
politics  he  is  a  Republican,  and  he  has  served  as 
constable  of  Branford  seven  years.  His  careei^  is 
interesting,  as  showing  what  has  been  demonstrated 
over  and  over  again,  tlie  possibilities  of  this  coun- 
try for  the  bright  and  capable  ones  who,  shut  out 


from  honor  and  fame  by  old  world  conditions,  sec 
here  a  chance  to  accomplish  something  substantial 
for  themselves  and  their  children. 

WILLIAM  H.  MORRIS,  a  prominent  resident 
of  Ansonia,  was  born  May  25,  1840,  in  County 
Dublin,  Ireland,  a  son  of  William  and  Mary  A. 
(Blackburn)    Morris. 

The  family  is  of  English  origin,  and  William 
]\Iorris,  our  subject's  grandfather,  was  born  in 
Lngland.  but  made  his  permanent  home  in  Ire- 
land! The  great-grandfather,  who  was  also  named 
William,  was  a  man  of  means  and  a  lifelong  resi- 
dent of  England.  William  H.  Morris,  our  sub- 
ject's father,  was  born  in  Ireland,  and  remained  at 
the  old  home  until  he  reached  the  age  of  nineteen 
years.  During  the  Revolution  of  1798  he  was  cap- 
tured and'  compelled  to  serve  twenty-one  years  in 
the  English  navy,  but  his  health  broke  down  and 
he  was  discharged.  Later  he  was  a  captain  in  the 
coast  guard  service,  and  his  death  occurred  in 
County  Dublin, at  the  age  of  sixty-six.  His  wife,  who- 
was  also  a  native  of  Ireland,  died  aged  thirtv-six. 
Both  were  devout  members  of  the  Catholic  Church, 
in  which  their  children  were  reared.  Of  their  large 
family,  six  are  still  living,  as  follows :  Michael ; 
Isabella,  widow  of  Stephen  Murphy,  of  Seymour; 
Eliza,  who  married  Christopher  Kelley,  of  Ansonia ; 
Peressa,  of  Atlanta,  Ga. ;  Rebecca ;  and  William 
H.,  of  this  sketch. 

William  H.  }iIorris  was  but  eight  years  old 
when  he  came  to  America,  and  after  a  short  stay 
in  New  York  the  family  resided  for  a  time  in  New 
Haven,  Seymour  and  Woodbridge,  but  later  re- 
turned to  Seymour.  During  the  four  years  at 
Woodbridge  Mr.  ^lorris  attended  the  public 
schools,  but  after  his  return  to  Sevmour  he  found 
work  in  the  auger  shop  and  a  few  years  later,  in 
1861,  he  went  to  Hartford,  where  he  spent  three 
years  in  the  Colt  revolver  factory.  The  next  two 
years  were  spent  in  the  armory  at  Yonkers,  N.  Y., 
and  for  six  months  he  was  employed  in  the  Win- 
chester armory  at  Bridgeport.  For  four  years  he 
was  with  Sargents,  of  New  Haven,  but  in  1869  he 
located  in  Ansonia^  being  first  employed  as  a  piper 
by  Wallace  &  Sons.  On  leaving  them  in  1880,  he 
engaged  in  the  grocery  business,  so  continuing  un- 
til April,  1885,  when  he  sold  out  to  George  Mc- 
Cabe,  and  retired  from  business.  In  January,  1896, 
he  again  entered  business  life,  opening  a  gents'  fur- 
nishing store  at  23  High  street,  and  in  addition  to 
a  large  and  well  selected  stock  of  goods  in  that  line, 
he  carries  a  stock  of  fancy  goods.  His  .career  has 
been  successful,  and  he  owns  a  block  of  real  estate, 
a  large  amusement  hall,  three  residences,  a  grocery 
store  next  door,  and  the  store  in  which  he  is  at 
present  located. 

In  1863  r^Ir.  r^Iorris  married  Miss  Jane  Ma- 
loney,  a  native  of  Ireland.  Socially  he  and  his 
wife  are  much  esteemed,  and  he  is  a  member  uf 
Ansonia    Lodge,   No.   24,   Knights   of   Pythias,    in 
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which  he  has  frequently  served  as  an  official;  he 
was,  also,  a  charter  member  of  the  Lodge  of  Elks 
located  in  Derby,  Conn.  On  questions  relating  to 
religion  he  takes  a  liberal  view ;  and  while  he  in- 
clines to  the  Democratic  party  in  politics,  he  votes 
independently  on  occasion.  At  times  he  has  taken 
an  active  interest  in  military  affairs,  and  for  tive 
years  he  was  private  in  Companx'  C,  2nd  Regiment 
Conn.  National  Guards. 

ELIJAH  JAMES  HOUGH  was  bom  in  Wall- 
ingford,  New  Haven  county.  July  J8.  1829,  a  son  of 
James  and  Mary  Tyler  (Ricej  Hough. 

James  Hough  was  born  in  1799,  and  died  April 
25,  1855.  He  was  married  March  17,  1823,  to 
Mary  Tyler  Rice,  who  was  born  in  Wallingford  in 
1799,  daughter  of  Xehemiah  Rice,  a  lifelong  farm- 
er, who  occupi'ed  a  part  of  the  farm  where  our 
subject  now  lives.  'Sir.  Hough  was  a  ^\'hig  and 
in  his  later  days  a  Republican.  A  member  of  the 
Congregational  Church,  he  was  nuich  devoted  to  the 
Society,  and  earnestly  interested  in  its  welfare.  To 
James  Hough  and  his  wife  came  the  following  chil- 
dren: Ellen,  born  Feb.  i,  1825,  married  Ellison 
Smith,  a  farmer  of  Northford,  Conn. ;  Mary  R., 
born  March  28,  1827,  died  May  17,  1831 ;  Elijah 
James  was  born  July  28,  1829;  Mary  E.,  born  March 
13,  1832,  married  \\'alstein  Smith,  of  North  Haven 
(their  daughter,  Airs.  Charles  E.  Ewing,  was  sup- 
posed to  have  been  one  of  the  victims  of  the  uprising 
in  China  in  1900,  but  has  since  returned  j  ;  Sarah  E., 
born  Xov.  21,  1834,  niarried  the  late  Philander  ^^^ 
Hall,  of  Wallingford ;  Xehemiah  R.,  born  Jan.  24, 
1837,  died  June  4,  1865,  at  Vicksburg,  Miss.,  from 
disease  contracted  in  the  army ;  Henry  T.,  born 
April  28,  1841,  died  June  25,  1865,  at  Xewbern,  X'. 
Q:,  where  he  was  serving  as  a  member  of  the  15th 
Conn.  \.  I. 

Elijah  James  Hough  received  his  early  educa- 
tion under  the  teachers  of  the  public  schools  of  his 
native  community,  supplementmg  their  instruction 
with  a  year  at  the  Wallingford  Academy.  Leaving 
school,  he  found  employment  in  the  factory  of 
Charles  Parker,  where  he  remained  about  three 
years.  At  the  death  of  his  father  he  returned  to  the 
farm  and  assumed  its  management.  He  now  has 
175  acres  of  good  land,  in  a  high  state  of  cultivation. 
Mr.  Hough  is  devoted  to  his  work,  and  takes  pride 
in  the  evidences  of  the  touch  of  a  practiced  hand 
which  every  acre  of  his  presents.  At  the  present 
time  he  has  fine  peach  orchards  growing,  covering 
thirty-five  acres,  and  containing  4,375  trees  in  fruit- 
bearing  condition.  His  peaches  are  largely  sold 
in  Springfield  and  Boston,  and  the  business  is  prov- 
ing very  remunerative. 

Mr.  Hough  has  served  on  the  board  of  selectmen, 
to  which  he  was  first  elected  in  1887,  and  for  five 
years  has  been  a  member  of  the  board  of  relief.  He 
is  one  of  the  best-known  and  most  enterpri.^ing  far- 
mers in  Xew  Haven  county,  and  is  most  highly  re- 
spected in  the  community.    An  enligiitencd  and  pa- 


triotic citizen,  he  is  a  Democrat,  because  he  is  sure 
that  the  best  interests  of  the  country  lie  in  the  old 
path  wherein  Jefferson  and  Jackson  walked.  Mr. 
Hough  is  connected  with  the  Uaptist  Church,  and  is 
one  of  its  most  generous  supporters.  Interested 
in  school  matters,  he  has  willingly  served  as  a  mem- 
ber of  the  school  board  for  several  terms.  He  is 
a  charter  member  of  the  Wallingford  Grange,  and 
one  of  its  most  faithful  workers,  for  about  ten  years 
serving  as  treasurer,  but  he  declined  a  re-election  in 
1897. 

On  Oct.  4,  1856,  :Mr.  Hough  married  Miss  Ruth 
Blakeslee,  who  was  born  Oct.  31,  1836,  daughter  of 
Silas  and  Esther  (Buel)  Blakeslee,  of  Wallingford. 
To  this  union  have  been  born  the  following  children  : 
(I)  Jennie  Blakeslee,  born  Jan.  15,  1864,  married 
George  D.  Hall,  a  farmer  of"  W^allingford.  in  1885, 
and  is  the  mother  of  Lewis  Cook,  bom  March  27, 
1888;  Almon  Blakeslee,  born  Xov.  27,  1891  ;  and 
Mabel  Hough,  born  Aiarch  7,  1898.  (2)  Hattie 
Blakeslee,  born  Oct.  22,  1868.  married  James  Xor- 
ris  Barnes,  of  Wallingford,  Jan.  16,  1889,  and  is  the 
mother  of  four  children — Norman  Hough,  born 
Nov.  18,  1891 :  James  Penniwell,  born  Dec.  6,  1893  : 
Blakeslee  Hough,  born  July  14,  1895;  and  Russell 
Elijah  Hough,  born  Jan.  18,  1901.  (3)  George 
Ehjah,  born  Oct.  3,  1873,  is  interested  in  the  farm 
with  his  father.  He  married  Xov.  i,  1894,  2kliss 
Jennie  Day  Paddock,  who  was  born  Nov.  i,  1873, 
at  Wallingford,  daughter  of  Joel  H.  and  Delphine 
(Hall)  Paddock.  They  have  one  child,  Ruth  Delia, 
born  Alarch  12,  1897. 

Silas  Blakeslee,  father  of  ^Irs.  Hough,  was  bom 
in  Wallingford  Sept.  13,  1808,  son  of  John  Webb 
and  Ruth  (Ives)  Blakeslee.  On  Jan.  17,  1832,  he  . 
married  Esther  Buel,  who  was  born  Xov.  20,  1808. 
daughter  of  Robert  and  Betsey  (Peck)  Buel.  They 
made  their  home  on  the  old  Blakeslee  homestead  in 
Wallingford,  and  there  they  both  died,  he  on  June 
6,  1893.  and  his  wife  on  April  17,  1889.  Their  re- 
mains were  interred  in  'Tn  Memoriam"  cemetery. 
Children,  as  follows,  came  to  them:  (i)  Lois,  born 
Jan.  24,  1833,  married  Oct.  14,  i860,  Seth  J.  Hall. 
who  was  born  Sept.  4,  1829,  in  Aliddletown,  \yest- 
field  Society,  a  son  of  Sylvester  and  Rosetta  (John- 
son) Hall;  they  removed  to  Meriden,  Conn.,  in  Jan- 
uary. 1861.  On  Dec.  21,  1851,  Lois  Blakeslee  (  now 
Mrs.  Hall)  was  baptized  by  Rev.  Charles  Keyser, 
and  united  with  the  Baptist  Church  in  Wallingford. 
(2)  Ruth  is  Mrs.  Elijah  James  Hough.  (3)  John 
Webb,  born  Oct.  22,  1840,  married  Oct.  22,  1861, 
Emerett  Atwater,  of  Cheshire,  born  Dec.  5,  1840. 
They  resided  on  the  Blakeslee  homestead  until  the 
fall  of  1900,  when  they  removed  to  the  borough  of 
Wallingford.  (4)  James  Ellis,  born  Feb.  13,  1843, 
died  July  17,  1847. 

CHARLES  R.  HOW^\RD  (deceased)  was  for 
1  many  years  one  of  Derby's  leading  merchants.  He 
;  was  a  great-grandson  of  Josiah  Howard,  who  was 
j  born  in  Ipswich,  Alass.,  Jan.  3,  1758,  and  died  in 
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A'liliLTst,  X.  il.,  Feb.  6,  183.^  He- married  Mar) 
Stanley,  who  was  born  \ov.  J5,  1709,  iu  lieverlv, 
Mass.  Their  son,  Henry  Howard,  was  born  in 
Amherst  April  24,  1788,  ana  died  there  April  15. 
1871.  He  was  a  farmer.  In  1S09  he  married 
I'olly  Odell,  who  was  horn  (Jet.  1.^.  1789.  and  sur- 
vived her  husbanil  until  Xov.  6,  1875.  They  were 
the  parents  of  twelve  ehildren:  George,  Henr\-, 
Mary,  Herbert,  Rodney,  Mary  Jane.  Calvin.  Abig- 
ail, Maria,  Susannah,  Kdward  and  Edward  S. 

Rodney  Howard,  father  of  the  late  Charles  R. 
Howard,  was  also  a  farmer.  He  was  born  }.Iarch 
20,  1817,  in  Amherst,  and  married  Xancy  Jane 
Parker,  a  native  of  the  same  town,  born  there  in 
February,  1825.  Her  father  and  grandfather  were 
both  named  Isaac,  and  were  members  of  an  old 
English  family  which  settled  in  Massachusetts  be- 
fore the  Revolutionary  war.  Her  mother's  maiden 
name  was  Xancy  Dowse.  To  Rodney  Howard  and 
his  wife  were  born  two  children,  Charles  R.  and 
Ada,  the  younger  dying  at  the  age  of  two  years. 
Both  parents  are  yet  living. 

Charles  R.  Howard  was  educated  at  the  Apple- 
ton  Academy,  Mount  Vernon,  and  the  Xormal 
School  at  Milford.  X.  H.  After  graduating  from 
the  last  named  institution,  in  1870,  he  entered  a 
dn.--goods  store  in  Milford  as  clerk,  and  when  he 
was  twenty-two  years  old  embarked  in  the  same 
line  of  trade  for  himself,  having  formed  a  partner- 
ship with  a  Mr.  Gray  under  the  firm  name  of  Gray 
&  Howard.  At  the  end  of  four  years  the  firm  dis- 
posed of  its  business  and  dissolved,  Mr.  Howard 
going  West  with  the  intention  of  engaging  in  busi- 
ness in  that  section.  Ill  health,  however,  obliged 
him  to  return  to  the  East,  and  for  some  time  he 
was  engaged  in  no  active  business.  In  1884  he 
settled  at  Birmingham,  now  called  Derby,  Conn., 
and  with  George  E.  Barber  as  a  partner  again  be- 
gan business  as  a  drv'-goods  merchant,  the  firm 
being  Howard  &  Barber.  The  business  prospered 
steadily,  and  the  partnership  continued  until  Mr. 
Howard's  death,  which  occurred  June  17,  1898. 
The  premises  occupied  embraced  two  large  stores, 
and  the  establishment  is  the  largest  in  its  line  in  the 
locality. 

On  Nov.  27,  1873,  Mr.  Howard  married  }iliss 
Emma  F.  Wallingford.  They  had  no  children. 
He  was  a  Republican  in  politics,  and  fraternally 
was  a  member  of  the  I.  O.  O.  F.,  having  con- 
nected himself  with  the  lodge  of  that  order  in  Mil- 
ford. Religiously  he  united  with  the  Congrega- 
tional Church  of  Derby.  ^Irs.  Howard  survives 
him,  living  in  a  comfortable  home  on  Elizabetli 
street,  in  the  city  of  Derby,  whose  appointments 
speak  of  the  ease  and  culture,  as  well  as  the  native 
refinement  of  the  occupant.  She  is  a  daughter  of 
Rufus  X.  and  Susan  (  P'arlev )  Wallingford.  who 
had  four  children :  Eliza  Ann,  who  died  when 
three  vears  old;  Charles  R..  who  is  married,  and 
lives  in  Old  Town,  Maine;  Enima  F.  (Mrs.  tlow- 
ard)  ;  Horace  A.,  who  married  Josephine  Coftrey, 
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and  has  two  children,  Howard  and  Mariam.  The 
father,  who  was  a  wholesale  merehauL  in  Boston, 
died  Aug.  24,   1900. 

CHARLES  S.  CHAPMAX  was  born  in 
Waterbury,  Xew  Haven  county,  Oct.  6,  1856,  son 
of  George  P.  Chapman,  who  was  born  in  Warwick, 
R.  I.,  Alarch  30,  1830,  and  died  Xov.  4,  1900,  at 
his  home  in  Bridge[X)rt,  Conn.  Sherman  Chap- 
man, the  grandfather  of  Charles  S.,  was  a  farmer 
and  a  blacksmith  at  Tolland,  Conn.,  where  he 
served  the  public  as  a  justice  of  the  peace  for  many 
years.  He  was  a  son  of  Ezra  Chapman,  a  farmer, 
who  ser\ed  with  ilistinction  in  the  Revolutionary 
war,  and  died  in  the  service. 

Sherman  Chapman,  grandfather  of  Charles  S.^ 
married  Miss  Sarah  Leonard,  of  Coventry,  Conn.,, 
and  located  in  Rhoue  Island.  They  reared  a  fam- 
ily of  three  children,  George  P.,  Ezra  L.  and  Sarah, 
Ezra  L.  was  a  farmer  in  early  life,  and  later  became 
a  blacksmith.  .Sarah  is  the  widow  of  George  A< 
Morse,  a  ^Methodist  minister. 

George  P.  Chapman,  father  of  Charles  S.,  was 
engaged  as  a  blacksmith  in  Xew  Haven  and  Water- 
bury.  In  1855  he  married  Jane  E.  Brown,  who 
died  in  1885.  She  was  born  in  Xew  Milford,  Pa., 
daughter  of  Charles  M.  Brown,  a  millwright,  who 
was  a  native  of  Connecticut.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Chap- 
man were  the  parents  of  three  children ;  Charles 
S..  our  subject;  George  -\L,  an  electrician  at  Water- 
burv- ;  and  Frederick  E.,  who  also  lives  at  Water- 
bury.  George  P.  Chapman  was  a  Republican,  and 
was  a  conspicuous  man  in  local  matters.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  school  board  two  terms,  a  council- 
man three  years,  and  president  of  the  board  two 
\ears.  While  he  lived  in  Bridgeport  he  served 
in  the  city  council  two  terms,  and  is  well  remem- 
bered in  that  city  as  a  public  spirited  and  pro- 
gressive man. 

Charles  S.  Chapman  was  six  years  of  age  when 
his  parents  moved  to  Hartford.  Conn.,  where  his 
father  was  employed  in  Sharp's  armory.  .\fter 
living  there  some  time  they  moved  to  Torrington, 
Conn.  Erie,  Pa.,  was  his  home  for  a  time,  and  he 
last  attended  school  at  Troy,  X'.  Y.  The  parents 
moved  from  Troy  to  Albany,  and  there  Charles  S. 
entered  a  machine  shop  and  worked  a  year  or  more. 
In  1877  l^hey  came  to  Waterbury,  Charles  S.  ac- 
companying them,  and  here  he  has  resided  to  the 
present  time.  He  obtained  the  position  of  book- 
Keeper  in  the  office  of  the  Carrington  Manufactur- 
ing Co.,  and  for  five  years  was  with  that  firm,  in 
the  spring  of  1882  entering  the  service  of  the 
Waterbury  Watch  Co.,  as  bookkeeper ;  he  has  risen 
step  by  step  in  positions  of  honor  and  trust  until 
he  is  now  cashier  of  that  fainous  institution. 

Mr.  Chapman  and  Zvliss  Carrie  E.  Trowbridge 
were  married  Oct.  24,  1884.  ]Mrs.  Chapman  was- 
born  in  Roxbury,  Conn.,  daughter  of  William  E. 
'I'rowbridge,  a  native  of  that  town ;  her  mother, 
Xancy  (Meramble),  also  came  from  Roxbury.    To- 
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Mr.  and  Mrs.  Chapman  liave  boon  born  two  chil- 
dren, Howard  E.  and  Marjorie  H.  Mr.  Chap- 
man lias  always  been  a  Republican,  and  has  been 
called  to  many  responsible  and  honorable  positions 
in  public  life.  In  18S5  he  served  as  a  member  of 
the  Waterbury  city  council,  and  in  1892,  1893  and 
1894  was  a  member  of  the  center  school  district 
finance  committee.  He  is  now  a  member  of  the 
board  of  education  for  the  city  of  Waterbury,  and 
takes  an  active  part  in  the  promotion  of  school  mat- 
ters. Socially  he  is  a  member  of  the  Sons  of  the 
American  Revolution,  of  Townsend  Lodge,  Xo.  89, 
I.  O.  O.  F.,  and  of  Toantic  Tribe,  Xo.  22,  I.  O. 
R.  M.  He  is  very  actively  identified  with  the 
^lethodist  Church,  having  been  a  member  for  many 
years,  and  being  one  of  the  trustees  at  the  present 
time.  For  fifteen  years  previous  to  1898  he  was 
.superintendent  of  the  Sunday-school,  and  for 
twelve  years  was  treasurer  of  the  Connecticut  Sun- 
day-school Association. 

EDWARD  JOHXSOX  CHITTEXDEX,  a 
progressive  farmer  and  popular  resident  of  the 
town  of  Guilford,  was  born  there,  on  the  Chitten- 
den homestead,  Jan.  5,  1858,  son  of  Henry  D. 
Chittenden,  and  comes  of  a  taniily  long  and  tavor- 
aoly  known  in  that  section. 

Sergt.  John  Chittenden  (son  of  William,  one 
of  the  first  settlers  of  Guilford  1  was  married  Dec. 
12,  1665,  to  Hannah  Fletcher,  daughter  of  John 
Fletcher,  of  Milford,  and  died  in  Guilford  in  April, 
1716,  aged  seventy-three  years.  Children:  John, 
born  Oct.  17,  1666,  married  Sarah  Clay:  Elizabeth, 
bom  Jan.  26,  1670,  married  Thomas  Cruttenden ; 
Joseph,  sketch  .of  whom  follows:  Gideon,  born 
Sept.  23,  1678,  died  in  1679;  Abel,  born  [May  14, 
1681,  married  Deborah  Scranton ;  Lydia,  born 
March  30,  1684,  married  \\'illiam  Hall. 
~  Joseph  Chittenden,  born  March  26,  1672,  died 
in  Guilford  Sept.  11,  1727.  In  1692  he  married 
Marv  Kimberlv,  who  was  born  in  April,  1671, 
daughter  of  X'athaniel  and  Mary  Kimberly,  of  Xew 
Haven,  and  died  Jan.  14,  1742.  Children:  De- 
borah, born  Jan.  28,  1693,  married  John  Spinning; 
Patience,  born  Jan.  19,  1696,  married  John  Hub- 
bard; Gideon,  born  Feb.  3,  1698,  married  Abigail 
Bishop;  Daniel,  born  ]\Iarch  15,  1700,  married 
Abigail  Downs ;  Joseph,  sketch  of  whom  follows ; 
Thankful,  born  Jan.  27,  1704,  married  Thomas 
Eartlett. 

Joseph  Chittenden,  born  Jan.  25,  1702,  died 
April  7,  1794,  and  is  buried  in  Guilford.  He  was 
a  cooper  by  trade.  On  X'ov.  14,  1726,  he  married 
Patience  Stone,  born  Xov.  12,  1703,  daughter  of 
Benajah  and  Hannah  (  De"\\'olt  1  Stone,  of  Guilford. 
She  died  Xov.  6.  17117.  and  in  April,  1770,  he 
married  Ann  Hall,  born  Xov.  13.  1724,  daughter 
of  Ithamar  and  Judith  (Seward)  Hall.  She  died 
Oct.  13,  17C11.  and  i>  also  huriril  in  Guilford. 
Children,  all  b}'  first  marriage:  Jn^cpli.  born  Xov. 
4,  1727,  married  Sarah  Xorton;  Xathan,  sketch  of 


whom  follows;  Lucy,  born  Oct.   18.  173''.  married 
^ilelzar   Fowler:   Ambrose,    born    Dec.    29,     1744, 
■  married  Zillali  Plall. 

Xathan  Chittenden,  born  July  20,  1730,  died 
j  June  6,  1819.  On  Sept.  23,  1756,  he  married  Ruth 
Xorton  (daughter  of  John  and  ^lary  (_ Morgan) 
Xorton),  born  in  December,  1736,  died  Aug.  12, 
\  1814.  Children:  Xathan,  sketch  of  whom  fol- 
:  lows;  Billie,  born  July  8,  1760,  was  drowned  Jan. 
j  18,  1784;  Joel,  born  Feb.  7,  176(3,  died  March  20, 
I  1766;  Ruth,  born  April  9,  1767,  died  March  26, 
]   1775:    HuUlali,   born    Feb.   24,    1773,    died   Jan.   6, 

Xathan  Chittenden,  born  Oct.  19,  1757,  in  Guil- 
ford, died  there  Jan.   19,   1848,  at  the  ripe  age  of 
\  ninety  years.     His  first  wife,  Sybil  (Johnson),  died 
j  July  25,   1821,  and  he  subsequently  married  Lucy 
'■  Hall  Johnson,   who   was   born  June  20,    1772,  and 
died  Oct.  23,  1851.     Children,  all  by  first  marriage: 
I  Ruth,  born  in  1781,  married  Andrew  Xorton;  Jus- 
I  tus  Johnson,  sketch  of  whom  follows ;  Xancy,  born 
!  Sept.  26,   1784,   died  Oct.   18,    1788;  Amelia,  born 
!  Feb.   22.    1787,   died  June  20,    1801  ;   Xancy,   born 
]  Feb.  27,  1789.  died  Sept.  9,  1810:  Billie,  born  April 
\  2j,  1791,  married  Eunice  Fowler. 
i         Justus  Johnson  Chittenden,  born  June  12,  1782. 
j  in  Guilford,  was  a  lifelong  farmer  of  that  town,  antl 
died  there  Aug.  8,    1865.       He    married    Lucretia 
Cruttenden,  who  was  born  July  2,    1784,   in   East 
Guilford,   daughter  of  Joseph   and   Lucretia    (  Ev- 
erts)   Cruttenden,   and  died  May  24,   1857.     Chil- 
dren:    Amelia,  born  July  4,  1805,  married  William 
Starr:  Clarissa  was  born  June   5,    1808;   Denison, 
I  sketch    of    whom    follows ;    Xancy   Lucretia,   born 
!  ^larch.  19,    1813,   married    Bildad    Bishop:    Sarah, 

born  May  26,  1817,  married  Stephen  Spencer, 
i  Denison  Chittenden,  born  Sept.  16,  1810,  en- 
gaged in  farming  all  his  life,  making  his  home  in 
Guilford,  where  he  died  Dec.  29,  1899.  On  Sept. 
29,  183 1,  he  married  Annette  A.  Coan,  who  was 
born  Dec.  25,  181 1.  daughter  of  Davis  and  Cath- 
erine (Fowler)  Coan,  and  died  Jan.  11,  1897. 
rhey  had  children :  Catherine  Fowler,  born  Dec. 
2,  1833,  died  Aug.  10,  1837;  Henry  Denison,  sketch 
of  ivhom  follows;  and  Sarah  Lucretia,  born  July 
23,  1839,  died  June  18,  i860. 

Henry  D.  Chittenden,  father  of  the  gentleman 
whose  name  introdiices  this  article,  was  born  Dec. 
2S,   1835,  on  the  Chittenden  homestead,   where  he 
has  passed  his  entire  life,  successfully  engaged  in 
agricultural  pursuits.    He  is  one  of  the  reliable  citi- 
zens of  his  town,  where  he  is  well  known,  and  as 
a  prosperous  farmer  has  considerable  influence  for 
good  in  his  locality,  though  he  has  never  taken  any 
particular  part  in  the  public  life  of  the  community. 
i  He  is  a  Republican  in  political  faith.     On  July   i, 
1856,   Mr.   Chittenden   married    Miss    Mary    jane 
j  Dowd.  who  was  born  Oct.  22,   1838,  daughter  of 
Alfred  G.  an<l  Harriet  (Scranton)  Dowd,  and  two 
children  have  blessed  their  union:     Edward  John- 
I  son,  sketch  of  whom  follows;  and  John  Scranton, 
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Ixjrn  July  15,  iS'''io,  who  dicil  Marc':i  30,  1S62.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Chittenden  are  good  Christian  people,  and 
liitjhly  esteemed  by  their  neighbors  and  many 
friends. 

Edward  Jolmson  Chittenden  attended  the 
schools  near  his  home  in  Guilford,  and  later  the 
high  school.  From  boyhood  he  has  been  actively 
engaged  in  farm  work,  and  he  and  his  father  now 
carry  on  the  old  homestead  in  partnership,  giving 
considerable  attention  to  stock  raising  in  addition 
10  general  farming.  (Jur  subject  has  kept  up  the 
reputation  of  his  family  for  industry  and  sobriety, 
anil  he  is  regarded  as  one  of  the  intelligent,  pro- 
gressive farmers  of  his  town.  On- Feb.  4,  1891,  Mr. 
Chittenden  married  Airs.  Emily  Louise  (Wilcox) 
Landon,  a  native  of  Guilford,  widow  of  Samuel 
W'ilmot  Landon.  One  child  has  come  to  them, 
Harry  D.,  born  Sept.  2,  1892.  Fraternally  ^l:. 
Chittenden  holds  membership  in  St.  Alban's  Lodge, 
Xo.  38,  F.  &  A.  AL,  Guilford,  of  which  he  is  now 
serving  as  secretar\-.  In  religion  he  is  a  member 
of  the  First  Congregational  Church.  Like  his  fa- 
ther, he  is  a  Republican  in  political  sentiment,  but 
not  active  in  party  affairs. 

W'lLCO.x.  This  family,  to  which  Mrs.  Edward 
J.  Chittenden  belongs,  is  one  of  the  oldest  in  Con- 
necticut. William  Wilcox,  the  first  of  whom  we 
have  record,  was  a  resident  of  Stratford,  Conn. 
His  son  Obadiah  had  a  son  Joseph,  who  was  born 
in  1694  in  East  Guilford  (now  the  town  of  Madi- 
son), and  spent  his  life  there,  dying  July  15.  1770. 
He  married  Hannah  Goodale.  by  whom  he  had 
children:  Timothy,  born  May  7,  1724,  married 
Emma  Pierson,  and  died  Dec.  28,  1781 :  Joseph, 
sketch  of  whom  follows ;  Elizabeth,  born  Sept.  17, 

1728.  married  Jedediah  Case;  Jeniel.  was  born  Jan. 
12,  1731 ;  Hannah,  born  Sept.  15,  1733,  married 
Eh  Graves,-  and  died  June  8,   1805. 

Joseph  Wilco.x,  born  in  East  Guilford,  !May  27, 
1726,  died  there  April  7,  1786.  On  Sept.  17,  1754, 
he  married  Sarah  Munger.  who  was  born  Feb.  10, 

1729,  and  died  in  17S2.  In  1784  he  married  Pru- 
dence Dudley,  who  died  April  14,  1804.  Children, 
all  by  first  marriage:  Mabel,  bom  ]\Iay  i^,,  1755. 
married  Christopher  Foster;  Abel,  born  in  1760, 
died  while  serving  in  the  Revolutionary  war ;  Jo- 
seph, sketch  of  whom  follows ;  Sarah,  born  June 
14,   1773,  died  Xov.  27,   1863. 

Joseph  Wilcox,  born  in  1763  in  East  Guilford, 
died  there  Xov!  2,  1826.  He  married  Olive  Dowd, 
born  Jan.  3,  1757,  died  X'ov.  9,  1835,  and  they  had 
children:  Alvia  married  Abraham  Cadwell.  and 
died  in  1864;  Anna  married  William  Scranton.  anil 
died  in  1869;  Prudence,  born  in  1783,  married  John 
F.  Mays,  and  died  Feb.  23,  1872 ;  Abel,  sketch  of 
^vhom  follows;  Zenas  was  born  in  October,  179 1 ; 
Roxanna  married  Joel  Post. 

Abel  Wilcox,  born  Feb.  12,  1788,  in  the  town 
<^f  Madison,  died  there  Dec.  26,  1841.  On  X'ov. 
-[.  1814..  he  married  Anna  Field,  born  April  6, 
^787,  died  Sept.  15,  1861.     Children:    Joseph  Een- 


jamin.  born  Sept.  19,  1815,  married  Ruth  Eliza- 
,  beth  Scranton ;  Timothy  F'ield,  born  ]March  27, 
j  1817,  married  L.  Almira  F'oster;  Hiram  Selden, 
I  born  Feb.  12,  1819,  married  F.  Marilla  Dowd; 
Henry  Beal,  born  Feb.  i,  1821,  married  Lucretia 
j  Woodrutt;  Alfred  Nelson,  sketch  of  whom  fol- 
I  lows;  John  Elliot,  born  June  29,  1825,  died  Dec.  13, 
i  1886;  Ann  Elizabeth  was  born  Feb.  28,  1828;  Man- 
i  ford  August,  born  May  15,  1830,  married  Xancy  S. 
;  Smith;  Sarah  Matilda,  born  June  5,  1832,  married 
Alphonso   Snow  and  died  April  25,    1871. 

Alfred  Xelson  Wilcox,  father  of  Mrs.  Chitten- 
,  den,  was  born  May  14,  1823,  and  is  one  of  the  hon- 
[  ored  old  residents  of  Guilford.  He  followed  the 
trade  of  carpenter  and  builder  in  X'ew  Haven,  Fair 
Haven  and  Guilford  during  his  active  years,  and 
besides  making  a  good  living  for  himself  and  fam- 
ily established  a  high  reputation  as  an  industrious, 
honest  man,  gaining  the  respect  of  all  who  knew 
him.  He  is  now  living  retired,  and  in  feeble  health. 
On  X'ov.  5,  1845,  ^^r.  Wilcox  married  Caroline  A. 
Munger,  who  was  born  April  25,  1826,  and  they 
had  children  as  follows :  Caroline  2^1.,  born  Feb. 
24,  1847,  is  the  wife  of  Eli  T.  Dudley;  Alice  Eliza- 
beth, born  Aug. '26.  1853,  married  (leorge  W.  Car- 
ter; Emily  Louise,  born  June  25,  1859,  is  the  wife 
of  Edward  J.  Chittenden,  whose  name  opens  this 
sketch. 

S-\.MUEL  WiLMOT  L--\XDOX  belonged  to  an  old 
family  of  Long  Island,  and  was  a  descendant  of 
X'athaniel  Landon,  one  of  the  first  settlers  in  the 
vicinity  of  Southold.  Judge  Samuel  Landon,  son 
of  X'athaniel,  born  in  1699  in  Southold.  died  there 
June  II,  1782.  David  Landon,  son  of  Samuel,  was 
born  Oct.  30,  1743,  in  Southold,  and  finally  settled 
in  Guilford,  Conn.,  where  he  ended  his  days  Sept. 
14,  1796.  On  Oct.  18,  1763,  he  married  Rebecca 
Ruggles,  born  Aug.  30,  1743,  who  died  in  June, 
1823,  and  they  had  children:  Jonathan  was  born 
Oct.  19,  1764;  Samuel,  born  Oct.  17,  1765,  died 
Aug.  23,  1793;  David,  born  July  31,  176 — ,  died 
Oct.  27,  1788;  John,  sketch  of  whom  follows;  Re- 
becca, born  Oct.  11,  1773,  died  Oct.  27,  1773;  Will- 
iam, born  Dec.  9,  1774,  died  Jan.  18,  1830;  X'a- 
thaniel Ruggles.  born  Alarch  16,  1781.  died  in  Sep- 
tember, 17S1  ;  X'athaniel  Ruggles  (2),  born  June 
28,  1784,  died  in  December,  1857;  George,  born 
Aug.  10,  1787,  died  Oct.  8,  1866  (married  Ruth 
Hart)  ;  four  other  sons  died  young. 

John  Landon,  born  Aug.  16.  1771.  in  Guilford, 
died  March  zy.  1826.  He  married  Mrs.  Sally  At- 
water.  who  died  July  15,  185 1,  and  they  had  two 
children:  Samuel  W.,  sketch  of  whom  follows; 
and  Sally,  born  April  9,  1798,  who  married  W. 
Xelson  Wheeler,  and  died  July  16,   1850. 

Samuel  W.  Lantlon.  born  Dec.  4,  1795,  in  Guil- 
ford, died  there  Dec.  17,  1886.  His  tirst  wife  was 
Eliza  Stone,  his  second  Eeulah  Huston,  and  he  had 
children :  Charles  Wilmot,  sketch  of  whom  fol- 
lows; Mary,  liorn  May  i,  1823,  married  John 
Graves,  and  died  Dec.  8,   1861 ;  John  Elisha,  born 
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Nov.  15,  18J7,  married  Alice  Cnhill ;  Samuel,  born 
April  17,  1831,  died  Xov.  18,  1854;  Hugh,  boiri 
Dec.  14,  1834,  married  Charlotte  Tucker,  and  died 
in  December,   1884. 

Charles  W'ilmot  Landon,  born  July  17,  1819, 
died  July  19,  1877.  On  Xov.  5,  1844,  he  married 
Mary  E.  Benton,  born  Aug.  31,  1819,  and  they  had 
children:  Irene  Elizabeth,  born  Sept.  6,  1845,  '''«' 
May  15,  1867;  Franklin  H.,  born  Aug.  27,  1848, 
married  Florence  Isabel  Whitmore ;  Charles  Ben- 
ton, born  Feb.  21,  1851,  married  Helen  Brockett; 
John  Stone,  born  Oct.  6,  1853,  married  Edwin  A. 
Clark;  Ann  Hilary,  born  June  3,  1856,  died  JNIay  15, 
1857;  Samuel  W'ilmot,  born  June  19,  1859,  is  men- 
tioned below. 

Samuel  Wilmot  Landon  received  his  education 
in  the  district  schools  and  high  school  of  Guilford, 
and  commenced  active  life  as  clerk  in  the  store  of 
Edward  Griswold,  in  Guilford,  remaining  with  him 
until  1883.  He  then  embarked  in  the  grocery  and 
provision  business  in  partnership  with  George  S. 
Davis,  the  firm  name  being  Landon  Sc,  Davis,  con- 
tinuing same  until  his  death,  Oct.  13,  1890.  His 
remains  lie  in  the  West  cemetery.  Socially  he  was 
a  member  of  St.  Alban's  Lodge,  F.  &  A.  M.,  Giiil- 
ford>  and  the  Order  of  the  Eastern  Star;  relig- 
iouslv  he  was  a  member  of  the  First  Congregational 
Church,  and  his  political  affiliation  was  with  the 
Democratic  party. 

On  Oct.  5,  i88r,  Air.  Landon  married  ^Nliss 
Emily  Louise  Wilcox,  a  native  of  New  Haven 
county,  and  a  daughter  of  Alfred  N'.  Wilcox.  Two 
children  were  bom  to  this  union.  Pearl  Wilcox  and 
Burton  Hill,  the  former  of  whom  is  attending 
school ;  the  latter  is  at  home. 

JOHN  FR.\NCIS  HAYES,  M.  D..  son  of 
Michael  and  Mary  Ryan  Hayes,  was  bern  in  Water- 
bury,  Conn.,  Jan.  17,  1857,  ^"d  comes  of  good  Irish 
ancestry,  of  which  he  has  always  been  proud. 

His  father  was  born  in  Stonepark,  Glen  of  Ahcr- 
low.  County  Tipperary,  and  his  mother  in  Galbaly, 
County  Limerick.  They  were  among  the  early  Irish 
settlers  coming  to  Waterbury  in  1846-48,  and  were 
noted  for  their  honesty  and  industry,  and  for -their 
frugal  and  temperate  habits.  The  Doctor  spent  his 
boyhood  days  in  Waterbury,  where  he  was  educated 
in  the  grammar  and  high  schools,  and  also  in  what 
was  known  as  the  Waterbury  English  and  Classical 
School,  where  many  of  the  leading  men  of  the  city 
of  W^aterbury  at  the  present  time,  obtained  their 
education.  His  father  had  destined  him  to  be  a  gro- 
cer, but  the  young  man's  ideas  did  not  run  in  that 
direction,  and  he  entered  the  Aledical  Department 
of  the  University  of  New  York,  in  September,  1877, 
from  which  he  graduated  two  years  later  (1879), 
receiving  the  degree  of  M.  D.,  cum  laiide,  when 
twenty-two  years  of  age.  Soon  after  graduating  he 
successfully  passed  a  competitive  examination  which 
gave  him  a  choice  of  service  and  a  position  as  resi- 
dent physician  and  surgeon  of  the  Alt.  Sinai  Hos- 


pital, New  York.  He  remained  there  fiiurteen 
months,  and  then  went  abroad  and  entered  the  Ro- 
tunda Lying-in-Hospital,  Dublin,  Ireland,  one  of  the 
largest  institutions  of  the  kind  in  the  world.  He 
completed  the  course  of  study  prescribed  there  in 
eight  months  and  received  the  degree  of  Licentiate  in 
Alidwifery.  At  Dublin  he  also  took  a  special  course 
at  St.  Alark's  Hospital  in  diseases  of  the  Eye  and 
Ear.  The  year  Dr.  Hayes  spent  in  Ireland  is  one 
of  thel  "red  letter"  years  in  his  life,  as  he  had 
longed  to  visit  the  birth  places  of  his  parents  and 
ancestors,  and  was  gratified  with  the  genial  courtesy 
and  the  kindly  reception  he  met,  wherever  he  turned 
in  that  country.  From  Dublin  he  went  to  Edin- 
burgh, and  entered  the  Royal  Infirmary  where  he 
further  devoted  his  time  to  general  medicine  and 
surgery,  and  diseases  of  the  Eye  and  Ear  under 
Prof.  Bell  and  Drs.  Robinson  and  Walker.  After 
three  months  in  the  old  Scotch  capital,  Dr.  Hayes 
went  to  London  and  entered  St.  Bartholomew's  Hos- 
pital, where  he  had  special  opportunities  for  clinical 
study;  and  he  was  also  a  student  at  the  Royal  Lon- 
don Ophthalmic  Hospital,  where  over  25,000  patients 
are  received  annually,  and  here  the  doctor  spent 
about  three  months.  Returning  to  Waterbury  he 
began  his  medical  career  in  July,  188 1,  when  he 
opened  an  office  in  the  Brown  block,  No.  22  East 
Alain  street,  and  from  the  beginning',*his  success 
has  been  pronounced.  To-day  he  enjoys  a  large 
general  practice,  and  has  by  far  the  largest  practice 
in  midwifery  of  any  physician  in  the  city,  and  no 
physician  has  a  higher  or  more  honorable  standing 
in  the  city  of  his  birth. 

On  Jan.  29,  1885,  Dr.  Hayes  married  Alary  A. 
Conran,  a  daughter  of  Patrick  Conran,  of  Xauga- 
tuck.  Conn,  Six  children  were  born  to  them,  all 
but  one  of  whom  are  now  living:  Alichael  Conran, 
Julia  Purcell,  John  Ryan,  Louis  Vincent,  Joseph 
(who  died  when  three  days  old) ,  and  Francis  Irving. 
Michael  and  Julia  are  in  the  Waterbury  high  school 
taking  the  college  course ;  John  in  the  eighth  grade, 
Crosby  Grammar ;  Louis  in  the  fourth,  and  Franci-s 
in  the  first  primary.  In  politics,  Dr.  Hayes  has 
always  been  a  stanch  Democrat,  and  is  noted  for 
being  frank,  positive,  ardent  and  outspoken  in  his 
views,  and  loyal  to  his  friends,  and  is  generally  re- 
garded as  one  of  the  ablest  leaders  of  his  party.  He 
has  taken  more  than  ordinary  interest  in  educational 
matters,  and  with  a  desire  to  raise  the  standard  of 
education  in  our  schools,  but  more  especially  in  the 
high  school,  that  it  might  take  a  place  second  to 
none  among  the  high  schools  of  Connecticut,  he 
sought  a  place  on  the  Board  of  Education,  and  was 
elected  in  1889,  and  has  served  the  public  in  this 
capacity  with  but  a  single  break,  up  to  the  present 
time.  He  has  served  as  chairman  of  all  the  com- 
mittees, and  on  Jan.  2,  1900,  was  elected  chairman 
of  the  Board  by  a  unanimous  vote.  As  a  member  of 
the  hoard  his  report  for  the  year  1804  regarding 
die  condition  of  the  schools  is  a  model  document, 
and  an  intelligent  and  strong  plea  for  a  more  thor- 
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ough  study  of  English  in  the  high  schooL  As  a  re- 
sult of  his  labors  the  course  in  English  to-day  is 
four  years  instead  of  two,  which  prevailed  at  that 
time.  It  is  a  document  which  does  credit  to  his 
pen,  and  produced  a  profound  impression  at  the 
time  it  was  issued.  He  has  been  untiring  in  his 
efforts  to  promote  the  public  good,  and  i?  the  father 
of  the  free  text  book  system  in  Waterbury,  which 
■was  introduced  in  this  city  in  1894.  He  also  strongly 
advocated  and  succeeded  in  establishing  a  training 
school  for  teachers  in  this  city,  which  to-day  is 
being  successfullly  conducted.  Dr.  Hayes  has  re- 
peatedly been  ottered  other  political  honors,  but  has 
always  declined.  He  belongs  to  a  number  of  fra- 
ternal societies  of  which  he  is  examining  physician, 
such  as  the  United  Workmen,  New  England  Order 
of  Protection,  Knights  of  Columbus,  and  Foresters 
•of  America.  As  might  be  expected  from  a  gentle- 
man of  his  high  professional  standing,  Dr.  Hayes 
"belongs  to  the  city,  county,  and  State  medical  so- 
<;ieties,  and  the  American  Medical  Association,  and 
is  regarded  as  a  gentleman  in  every  way,  a  credit 
to  the  noble  calling  in  which  he  is  engaged.  At  a 
meeting  of  the  American-Irish  Historical  Society 
Tield  in  New  York  in  January,  1899,  Dr.  Hayes 
was  elected  one  of  the  vice-presidents  for  Connecti- 
■cut.  Dr.  Hayes  has  made  many  public  addresses, 
and  is  regarded  as  one  of  the  most  prominent  rep- 
resentatives of  the  Irish  race  in  Waterbury.  He 
and  his  familv  are  members  of  the  Roman  Catholic 
■Church,  parish  of  the  Immaculate  Conception. 

MRS.  SARAH  HULDA  GORHAM,  who  is 
successfully  engaged  in  dressmaking  business  in 
New  Haven,  belongs  to  an  old  and  nonored  family 
of  New  Haven  county.  Her  paternal  grandfather, 
Reuben  Doolittle.  was  a  life-long  resident  of  the 
town  of  Ha'mden  and  lived  to  an  advanced  age.  but 
"his  wife,  who  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Rhoda 
Wooding,  died  when  comparativelv  voung.  Their 
•children  were  Alfred,  deceased ;  Alma,  deceased 
wife  of  Enos  Perkins  :  Isaac,  deceased ;  Amy,  who 
died  unmarried:  Willis,  who  died  Jan.  24,  1901,  in 
his  ninety-first  year :  Seymour,  deceased ;  Wealthy, 
deceased  wife  of  Alfred  Cooper:  Lucius  and  Ben- 
nett, both  deceased:  Hulda.  deceased  wife  of  Beech- 
er  Johnson  :  and  Lauren,  father  of  our  subject. 

Lauren  Doolittle  was  born  in  Hamden,  Conn., 
June  19,  1820,  grew  to  manhood  in  his  native  town, 
and  on  starting  out  in  life  for  himself  chose  the  oc- 
cupation of  farming.  He  died  in  Woodbridge, 
Nov.  I,  1895.  His  life  was  such  as  to  gain  him 
the  confidence  and  high  regard  of  all  with  whom 
he  came  in  contact  in  business  or  social  circles,  and 
in  his  death  the  communitv  realized  that  it  had  lost 
a  valued  and  useful  citizen. 

On  May  18,  1848,  in  Woodbridge,  Mr,  Doo- 
little married  Miss  Ann  Eliza  Parker,  the  cere- 
mony being  performed  b_\'  I\>-v.  Samuel  H.  Elliott, 
a  Congresational  nmiister.  Her  father,  Ebenezer 
Philo  Parker,  was  born  in  Bethany,  Conn.,  Oct.  3, 


1796,   and   was   left  an  orphan   at   the   age  of  six 

years.     Owing  to  ill  treatment  by  his  step-father,  he 

ran  away   from  home  when  only  eight  years  old, 

and,  as  will  readily  be  seen,  his  advantages  for  se- 

:   curing   an   education   vi-ere   extremelv   limited,   but 

nevertheless    lie    became    a    man    of    considerable 

knowledge,  on-ing  to  his  practice  of  observation  and 

reading  in  mature  years.    He  was  a  fanner  and  car- 

I   penter  by  occupation,  was  captain  of  a  company  of 

I  militia,  and  a  man  of  considerable  prominence  in  his 

I   community.     His  political    support  was  given  the 

:   men   and  measures  of  the  Democratic  party.     He 

i   was   married    in    Woodbridge,    in    1821,    to    Hulda 

Sperry,  a  daughter  of  Jared  and  Esther  (Sanford) 

Sperry,  and  a  descendant  of  Richard  Sperry,  who 

housed  and   fed  the  Regicides.     She  was  born   in 

Woodbridge,  July  21,  1794,  and  died  Feb.  16,  1867, 

while  her  husband  died  Aug.    12,    1867.     In  their 

family  were  only  two  children :     Esther,  born  April 

24.  1822.  married  Lucius  Doolittle,  of  Woodbridge, 

a  brother  of  our  subject's  father,  and  died  Nov.  13, 

1882.     Ann   Eliza,   born    Sept.    20,    1827,   married 

Lauren  Doolittle.  and  died  Jan.  30,   1901,  a  most 

estimable    lady    and    possessed    of    a    remarkable 

memory. 

Mrs.  Gorham,  born  in  Woodbridge,  Oct.  30, 
1850,  married  Francis  L.  Gorham,  and  is  the  oldest 
in  a  family  of  six  children,  the  others  being  as 
follows :  Frank  Lauren,  born  Nov.  2,  1852,  mar- 
ried Harriet  Beecher,  and  they  have  one  daughter, 
Eva  Anna,  born  Feb.  6,  1883 ;  Grace  Darling,  born 
I  Aug.  31,  185;,  is  a  resident  of  Hamden:  Herbert 
I  Edson,  born  Feb.  2,  1859,  married  Kate  Hotchkiss, 
of  Bethany:  George  Reuben,  born  July  28,  i860, 
married  Ida  Hotchkiss:  and  Willard  Philo.  born 
Aug.  12,  1867,  married  Alta  Rilla  Austin,  of  Wood- 
bridge,  and  they  have  one  daughter,  Mabel  Edna, 
'  born  May  11,  1897.  The  members  of  this  family 
are  quite  prominent  in  the  communities  where  they 
reside,  and  their  circle  of  friends  and  acquaintances 
is  extensive. 

BYRON  LUTHER  AIORSE  is  entitled  to  dis- 
tinction as  one  of  the  most  progressive  and  enter- 
prising business  men  of  Prospect,  New  Haven 
county.     Upon  the  business  activity  of  a  community 

:  depends  its  prosperity,  and  the  men  who  are  now 
recognized  as  leading  citizens  are  those  who  are  at 

i  the  head  of  important  and  extensive  business  enter- 
prises. Mr.  Morse  is  a  man  of  broad  capabilities, 
who  carries  forward  to  successful  completion  what- 
ever he  undertakes. 

Mr.  Morse  was  born  June  9,  1859,  in  the  town 
where  he   still   makes   his   home,   and   is   a   worthy 

.   representative    of   one   of   the    old    and    prominent 

;  families  of  Connecticut.  His  father,  Harry  Morse, 
was  born  in  Prospect  Centre  in  1815.  a  son  of  Lent 
Morse,  a  well-known  citizen  of  that  town.  The 
father  received  a  district-school  education,  and 
tliroughuut  his  active  business  life  engaged  in  agri- 
cultural pursuits.     After  his  marriage  he  located  on 
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the  Thomas  farm,  and  there  successfully  engaged  in 
general  farming  and  stock  raising  until  1859.  when 
he  suffered  a  stroke  of  paralysis  from  the  effect  of 
which  he  never  recovered,  though  he  li\ed  twenty 
years  afterward.  He  died  June  13,  1879,  and  his 
remains  v.ere  interred  in  Prospect  cemetery.  He 
was  a  supporter  first  of  the  Wliig  and  later  of  the 
Republican  party,  and  was  liberal  in  his  religious 
■  views.  Wherever  known  he  was  held  in  high  re- 
gard. He  married  Miss  Sarah  Ann  Gillette,  who 
was  born  in  Prospect  in  1824.  a  daughter  of  Ciarrett 
and  Xancy  (Piatt)  Gillette,  and  granddaughter  of 
Benjamin  Gillette  and  Benjamin  Piatt,  a  soldier  in 
the  Revolutionan,"  war.  ]\Irs.  ^lorse  is  still  living 
with  cur  subject  upon  the  old  homestead.  She  is 
a  sincere  Christian  woman.  Byron  L.  Morse  is 
fifth  in  order  of  birth  in  a  family  of  seven  children, 
the  others  being  as  follows :  Gfeorge,  deceased ; 
John,  a  blacksmith,  who  married  Gertrude  Clark ; 
Harriet,  wife  of  Friend  Sanford  ;  Walter,  a  resident 
of  Waterbury,  who  married  Jane  Boden;  Mary, 
wife  of  Edward  Ford,  of  Xew  London:  and  Alice, 
wife  of  William  Boden.  of  Waterbury. 

In  the  district  schools  of  his  native  town  Byron 
L.  Morse  obtained  a  good  practical  eriucation.  and 
upon  the  home  farm  he  early  gained  an  excellent 
knowledge  of  agricultural  pursuits.  On  account 
of  his  father's  illness  he  took  charge  of  the  farm 
at  an  early  age,  and  in  its  operation  has  met  with 
marked  success.  It  comprises  150  acres  of  valuable 
land,  much  of  which  is  devoted  to.  fruit,  and  in  con- 
nection with  general  farming,  stock  raismg  and 
dairying  he  is  extensively  engaged  in  fruit  culture; 
he  buys  and  ships  large  quantities  of  apples  annu- 
ally and  is  also  interested  in  the  wood  business. 
As  a  business  man  he  is  energetic,  progressive  and 
notably  reliable,  and  the  success  that  he  has  achieved 
in  life  is  due  entirely  to  his  own  well-directed  ef- 
forts. Since  attaining  his  majority  he  has  been  a 
stanch  advocate  of  Republican  principles,  and  in 
1889  represented  his  town  in  the  State  Legislatitre. 
He  is  a  prominent  member  of  Prospect  Grange, 
and  served  as  treasurer  thereof  for  three  years. 

JOHXMAXWELL  McKEXZIE,  civil' engin- 
eer and  surveyor  of  ^^'allingford.  for  some  years 
a  popular  and  efficient  member  of  the  board  of  se- 
lectmen, was  born  in  Yalesville,  X'ew  Haven  Co., 
Conn.,  Oct.  15.  1855,  and  comes  of  sturdy  Scottish 
ancestry.  William  McKenzie.  the  father  of  John 
M.,  was  born  in  Murravshire.  son  of  William  and 
Margaret  (.Squire)  McKenzie.  who  had  three  chil- 
dren :  Margaret,  who  died  unmarried ;  Alexander. 
a  railroad  contractor ;  and  William,  the  father  of 
John  M.  The  father  of  these,  a  stonemason  by 
trade,  spent  his  life  in  his  native  country,  where  he 
died  at  a  good  old  age.  He  was  a  member  qf  the 
Presbyterian  Church. 

William  McKenzie.  I'ur  subject's  father,  learned 
the  stone  mason's  trade  under  his  father's  instruc- 
tion.    Wishing  a  wider  field   for  his   work,  when 


nineteen  _\cars  of  age  he  left  his  native  country  on 
a  sailing  vessel  bound  for  X'ew  York.  He  first 
found  employment  on  government  fortification  work 
at  X'^ewport  and  Boston  harbors,  and  later,  in  com- 
pany with  his  brother  Alexander,  he  engaged  in  the 
business  of  railroad  contracting.  .  In  1840  he  cam.e 
to  Yalesville,  where  he  located,  and  many  of  the 
large  railroad  structures  on  the  Hartford  Division 
of  the  Xew  York,  Xew  Haven  &  Hartford  rail- 
road, notably  the  Skew  arch  bridge  over  the  Xew 
Haven  &  Hartford  turnpike,  about  one-half  mile 
above  the  village  of  Yalesville,  are  monuments  of 
his  thoroughness  and  skill.  He  also  erected  St. 
Paul's  Episcopal  church,  in  Wallingford.  The  re- 
mainder of  his  life  was  spent  in  Yalesville,  where 
he  died  in  1872.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Baptist 
Church,  and  a  Republican  in  politics.  William  Mc- 
Kenzie was  twice  married,  his  first  wife  being  a 
daughter  of  Andrus  Hall,  of  Wallingford,  and  the 
mother  of  the  following  children :  \\'illiam.  a 
storekeeper,  who  lives  at  Tracy ;  Mary,  who  married 
Andrew  J.  Brown  ;  James,  who  resides  in  Yales- 
ville; and  Margaret,  who  died  at  the  age  of  sixteen 
years.  Mr.  McKenzie  married  for  his  second  wife 
Temperance  Hall,  a  daughter  of  Adnah  and  Eliz- 
abeth (Scott)  Hall.  To  this  union  were  born 
four  children  :  Theodore,  a  civil  engineer  of  South- 
ington ;  Homer,  deceased ;  John  Maxwell ;  and 
George  C,  of  Yalesville.  Mrs.  AIcKenzie  was  a 
school  teacher  before  her  marriage,  is  a  ladv  of 
culture  and  refinement,  and  has  a  strong  poetic 
faculty.  She  is  an  earnest  advocate  and  worker 
for  the  cause  of  temperance. 

John  Maxwell  McKenzie  attended  the  public 
schools  of  Yalesville,  Mr.  French's  select  school  at 
X'ew  Haven,  and  also  studied  at  Amenia,  X.  Y., 
where  he  took  up  civil  engineering  and  surveying. 
He  has  been  engaged  on  many  public  works  through- 
out the  State,  among  them  the  Southington.  X'auga- 
tuck  and  Wallingford  water  works,  Meriden  sewage 
disposal,  and  the  State  highways  in  the  towns  of 
Wallingford,  Southington  and  Rocky  Hill,  as  well 
as  numerous  railway  projects.  He  has  also  spent 
several  years  in  the  West,  in  the  location  and  con- 
struction of  railroads  for  the  Burlington  system,  in 
the  States  of  Xebraska.  Dakota  and  Wyoming. 
Mr.  ]\IcKenzie  has  been  engineer  for  the  borough 
of  Wallingford  for  a  number  of  years,  and  is  still 
filling  that  position.  Many  important  municipal 
improvements  have  been  carried  out  under  his  su- , 
pervision.  He  is  well  known  and  highly  respected 
throughout  the  town.  For  four  terms  he  was  elected 
second  selectman  of  Wallingford,  and  is  still  filling 
that  office.  As  committee  of  the  Third  school  dis- 
trict he  takes  a  deep  interest  in  educational  and 
other  matters  pertaining  to  the  welfare  of  his  na- 
tive village.  Our  subject  belongs  to  the  Baptist 
Church,  and  in  politics  is  a  Republican. 

In  i8()3  Mr.  McKenzie  was  niarricil.  in  South- 
ington. to  INliss  Louise  .Schlayer.  a  daughter  of 
George  and  Caroline  Schlayer,  natives  of  Germany, 
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and  residents  of  Southing-ton,  where  their  danq-hter 
Louise  was  born.  They  have  three  children.  Mar- 
g-uerite,  Maxwell  and  Alcyone.  Mrs.  McKenzie 
has  many  friends  and  is  very  popular  and  efficient 
in  church  and  social  matters. 

The  Halls,  from  whom  Mr.  McKenzie  descends 
in  the  maternal  line,  are  an  old  family  of  W'alling- 
ford.  Jonathan  Hall,  son  of  Thomas  and  Grace 
Hall,  and  g-randson  of  the  first  John  Hall,  was  born 
in  Wallingford  July  25,  167-'.  On  May  22,  1703, 
he  married  Dinah  Andrews,  who  died  at  the  age 
of  seventy-nine  years.  He  was  eightv  at  the  time 
of  his  death.  Of  their  ten  children,  Benjamin  Hall, 
born  on  the  farm  Oct.  20,  1725,  was  married  Dec. 
27,  1752,  to  Mary  Ives.  They  had  three  children: 
Benjamin,  born  Sept.  23,  I/^t.  who  died  young; 
Eliab,  born  Feb.  17,  1755;  and  Benjamin  (2),  born 
Nov.  3,  1755.  Benjamin  and  Phebe  Hall  were  mar- 
ried April  28,  1757.  They  settled  in  Pl}Tnouth, 
Conn.,  and  to  this  union  came  a  numerous  family: 
Mary,  born  Jan.  2y,  1758;  Andrew,  born  Aug.  15, 
1759;  Mary  (2),  born  Aug.  6,  1761  ;  Phebe.  born 
Aug.  20,  1763;  Linus,  born  Sept.  25,  1765:  David 
and  Jonathan,  twins,  born  Nov.  17,  1767:  Erastus, 
born  Feb.  12,  1770;  Adnah,  born  May  8,  1772;  Sol- 
omon, born  in  1774;  Eliab,  born  Dec.  11.  1776  (set- 
tled in  North  Killingworth)  ;  Grace  Denison,  born 
May   5,    1778;   Asaph,   born   Oct.    i,    1781. 

Adnah  Hall,  a  member  of  the  above  family, 
spent  his  entire  life  in  Wallingford,  where  he  was 
engaged  in  farming,  and  died  June  17,  1838.  He 
married  Elizabeth  Scott,  who  died  in  1840.  To 
them  were  born  children  as  follows  :  ( i )  Volutia, 
born  March  29,  181 1:  (2)  Wilfred,  born  July  25, 
1815;  (3)  Temperance,  born  May  24,  1817  (mar- 
ried William  ^vIcKenzie)  ;  (4)  Harvey  S.,  born 
Sept.  7,  1819:  and  (5)  Ezekiel,  born  Jan.  23,  1822. 

RICHARD  BRADLEY,  contractor  and  builder 
of  Branford,  a  progressive  and  prosperous  citizen, 
is  a  native  of  that  place,  born  at  the  family  home- 
stead in  West  Main  street  June  30,  1850. 

Timothy  and  Sarah  (Good;ell)  Bradley,  his  pa- 
ternal great-grandparents,  lived  in  the  house  in 
Branford  now  occupied  by  Seth  Thomas  Bradley. 
Their  son,  Timothy  Bradley,  grandfather  of  Rich- 
ard, was  a  farmer,  sailor  and  vessel  owner,  for 
many  vears  coasting  along  the  Atlantic  shores,  and 
making  his  home  in  Branford.  He  married  Irene 
Gordon,  daughter  of  Alexander  and  Irene  Gordon, 
of  Branford,  and  children  as  follows  were  born  to 
them :  James ;  Timothy :  Irene,  Mrs.  William 
Bryan ;  Nancy,  who  was  thrice  married,  to,  re- 
spectively, Sylvester  Harrison.  Henry  Linsley  and 
William  Bryan :  Lydia,  who  was  twice  married, 
first  to  Allen  Pardee,  and  second  to  Benjamin 
Linsley ;  Sally,  Mrs.  James  Waddell ;  Alary,  Mrs. 
Elias  Linsley;  Major  Seth;  and  Gurdon. 

Gurdon  Bradley,  father  of  Richard.  wa~  born  in 
Branford  Sept.  2J.  181'),  and  as  will  rie  seen  above 
was  the  youngest  in  his  father's  family.    He  began 


life  as  a  farmer,  also  owned  a  vessel  and  lOlldwnl 
the  coast  for  three  winters,  in  addition  to  which 
he  for  many  years  conducted  a  saw  and  grist  mill, 
and  took  contracts  for  the  building  of  cellar.-,  re- 
moving of  buildings,  etc. ;  for  upward  of  twenty 
years  he  was  also  engaged  in  the  ice  business.  On 
Jan.  29,  1843,  he  married  Anna  Maria,  daughter 
of  Samuel  and  Esther  ( Tyler j  Spinks,  of  Branford, 
and  to  this  union  were  born  fourteen  children,  as 
follows:  Ebenezer  T.  (deceased)  was  a  molder  by 
trade ;  he  married  Hannah  Stedman,  and  had  two 
sons,  Harry  and  Robert.  One  son  died  in  infancy. 
Esther  M.,  Airs.  Sherman  Holcomb,  had  two  chil- 
dren, Anna  and  Harry  C.  Bessie,  Airs.  Charles  N. 
Holcoinb.  had  one  child,  Fannie.  Willis  married 
Isabel  Lane,  and  had  three  children,  Alaria,  Helen 
and  one  deceased.  Richard  is  our  subject.  Eliza 
A.,  Airs.  Charles  E.  Bunnell,  had  two  children, 
W'alter  H.  and  Bessie.  Albert  C.  is  deceased.  A. 
Gurdon  is  deceased.  F.  Cliiie  married  Alary  Jane 
Foote,  and  has  two  children,  Eugenia  and  Roberta. 
Charles  S.  married  Sarah  Kerr,  and  had  two  chil- 
dren. Fern  and  Gurdon.  John  H.  married  Emma 
Hall.     Lee  A.  and  Robert  L.  are  deceased. 

Richard  Bradley,  the  subject  proper  of  this 
sketch,  was  reared  on  the  homestead,  and  received 
a  common-school  education,  afterward  learning  the 
trade  of  carpenter.  About  the  year  1874  he  com- 
menced business  as  a  contractor  and  builder,  and 
has  since  followed  that  occupation  with  well-merited 
success.  Air.  Bradley  is  a  director  and  trustee  in 
the  Branford  Savings  Bank.  Besides  his  fine  home 
he  owns  several  house;  in  Branford,  and  also  a  cot- 
tage at  Haycock  Point,  on  the  Sound. 

On  April  30.  1873,  Air.  Bradley  married  Alary 
C.  Smith,  daughter  of  Leonard  and  Harriet  E. 
(Smith)  Smith,  of  Branford,  and  three  children 
have  been  born  to  them,  viz. :  Frank  S.,  Harriet 
E.  and  Charles  Richard,  the  last  named  deceased. 
Frank  S.  married  Xettie  S.  Page,  of  Branford,  and 
has  two  children.  Francis  and  Richard.  Air.  and 
Airs.  Bradley  are  members  of  the  Episcopal  Church. 
In  politics  he  is  a  Democrat,  and  in  1882-83  ^^ 
served  as  first  selectman  of  Branford.  He  is _ now 
chief  of  the  Branford  Fire  Department. 

HENRY  AI.  BRADLEY,  a  prosperous  florist 
and  vegetable  grow-er  of  Derby,  is  a  son  of  Lewis 
Bradley  and  grandson  of  Lewis  Bradley,  both  of 
whom  were  bi'rn  in  New  Haven  county.  Both  were 
farmers. 

Lewis  Bradley,  the  grandfather,  was  a  resident 
of  W^estville,  w:here  he  married  and  died.  He  had 
a  fam.ily  of  seven  children :  Chauncey,  Isaac,  Elias, 
I,ewis,  Aim,  Wealthy  and  Lydia,  all  of  whom  have 
passed  away,  as  have  also  the  parents.  Chauncey 
settled  at  Seymour,  where  he  became  an  extensive 
owner  of  real  estate,  and  died  a  substantial  citi- 
zen. Elias  was  a  machinist.  Isaac  was  a  black- 
smith, and  made  his  himie  in  Westville.  Ann  n-.ar- 
ried  Prof.  Eatun,  of  Yale  College.     Wealthy  and 
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Lydia  passed  their  lives  iii  W'estville,  wliere  they 
died. 

Lewis  Bradley,  fourth  son  of  Lewis,  and  fa- 
ther of  Henry  ^L,  was  born  in  W'estville,  and  reared 
upon  his  father's  farm.  Removing-  to  Orange,  he 
there  purchased  200  acres  of  land  and  engaged  in 
general  farming  and  the  raising  of.  stock,  besides 
carrying  on  the  meat  business.  He  was  a  Repub- 
lican, and  actively  interested  in  politics.  He  was 
a  strong  Abolitionist,  an  ardent  and  vigorous  friend 
of  temperance,  and  frequently  and  cogently  de- 
nounced the  liquor  traffic  from  the  platform.  In 
religious  faith  he  was  an  earnest  and  consistent 
member  of  the  Congregational  Church,  and  he  was 
a  liberal  contributor  to  church  work.  ^Ir.  Bradley 
died  in  1872,  his  widow  in  1889.  He  married 
Charlotte,  daughter  of  Miles  Smith,  of  Alilford, 
and  a  direct  descendant  of  John  Stone,  of  Guil- 
ford; Rev.  Mr.  Hooker,  the  founder  of  Hartford; 
Gov.  William  Leete ;  and  John  Downs,  a  gallant 
officer  of  the  Revolution.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bradley 
had  seven  children  who  reached  maturity,  three 
dying  young.  Of  the  two  daughters,  the  elder, 
Anna  L.,  is  unmarried,  and  resides  in  New  Haven. 
Lewis  S.  is  a  traveling  salesman,  and  lives  in  Xew 
Haven.  Emily  L.  died  in  August,  1875.  Elias  E. 
lived  in  Milfnrd.  where  lie  held  the  offices  of  town 
agent,  selectman  and  judge;  he  and  his  wife  per- 
ished in  the  Peck's  mill  bridge  disaster,  Aug.  6, 
1899.  Henry  ^L  is  our  subject.  Otis  B.  succeeded 
A.  X.  Allen  •&  Co.  in  the  wholesale  butter  busi- 
ness, in  New  Haven ;  he  is  a  resident  of  Derby. 
Charles  E.  is  a  bookkeeper  for  his  brother. 

Henry  M.  Bradley  was  born  in  Orange  Nov. 
24,  1847.  He  attended  the  public  schools,  and  grew 
to  manhood  on  his  father's  farm.  At  the  age  of 
twenty-three  he  became  a  conductor  on  the  Derby 
railroad,  and  continued  to  fill  that  position  for 
four  years  and  three  months.  He  then  opened  a 
bird  fancier's  establishment  in  New  Haven,  which 
he  conducted  for  a  year,  and  in  1876  he  removed 
to  Derby,  where  he  has  made  his  home  up  to  the 
present  time.  For  seven  years  he  devoted  himself 
to  the  cultivation  and  sale  of  vegetables,  and  in  1883 
he  added  to  this  business  the  propagation  of  and 
dealing  in  flowers.  From  that  time  to  the  present 
he  has  followed  this  vocation,  in  which  he  has  met 
with  marked  success,  employing  six  men  through- 
out the  entire  year.  He  is  a  man  of  prominence  in 
the  community  and  commands  universal  respect 
alike  because  of  his  business  abilitv  and  his  high 
moral  character.  Starting  in  life  without  money 
or  influence  to  aid  him  to  rise,  he  has  climbed  step 
by  step  from  the  position  nf  railroad  employe  to 
that  of  a  prosperous,  well-to-do  business  man 
through  his  own  honest  effort  and  unwearied  in- 
dustry. The  success  of  such  a  man  may  well  be 
a  source  of  pardonable  self-congratulation,  as  well 
as  a  cause  fir  legitimate  priilc  nn  tl'.c  part  of  his 
children.  Mr.  r'.radlev  i>  a  Rcinililican  in  politics. 
and  while  not  a  professed  member  of  any  religious 


body  is  an  attendant  upon  the  Congregational 
Church,  to  the  support  of  which  he  is  a  liberal  con- 
tributor. 

On  Dec.  31,  186S,  Mr.  Bradley  married  Miss 
Maggie  Croffut,  who  was  born  in  Birmingham,  a 
daughter  of  David  K.  Croftut,  of  Redding,  Fair- 
field county.  Her  mother,  Harriet  ^L  (Treat),  was 
a  lineal  descendant  of  Robert  Treat,  at  one  time 
governor  of  Connecticut.  The  Croffuts  are  of 
Welsh  extraction,  Mrs.  Bradley's  great-grandfather 
having  come  from  Wales  to  America  at  an  early 
day.  Her  great-grandfather  on  the  paternal  side 
was  named  Samuel,  and  her  grandfather  Eri.  The 
latter  was  born  in  Redding,  and  was  a  manufacturer 
of  combs.  Mrs.  Bradley  was  one  of  two  daughters ; 
her  sister  Louise  became  the  wife  of  Elbee  Treat, 
a  farmer  of  Orange,  who  died  in  1899.  David  K. 
Croffut  died  Jan.  17,  1899,  at  the  age  of  eighty- 
eight,  his  wife  passing  away  Nov.  19,  1896.  He 
was  a  member  of  the  Episcopal  Church,  a  Repub- 
hcan.  a  strong  temperance  man,  and  a  radical  Abo- 
litionist. 

Five  children  have  come  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Brad- 
ley:  Charles  C,  born  Nov.  3,  1869,  who  died  Dec. 
19,  1878;  Matie  Bell,  born  April  13,  1879,  who  died 
Oct.  13,  18S0;  Henry  M..  Jr.,  born  Nov.  24,  1882; 
Charlotte,  born  Dec.  7,  1883 ;  and  Lewis  H.,  born 
April  II,  18S9. 

ORRIN  HALL  (deceased),  for  many  years  a 
highly  esteemed  and  honored  citizen  of  Wolcott, 
belonged  to  one  of  the  earliest  families  of  New 
Haven  county.  The  first  of  the  name  to  come 
to  America  was  John  Hall,  a  native  of  England, 
who  located  in  New  Haven  as  early  as  1639,  ^^'^ 
about  1670  removed  to  Wallingford,  where  he  died 
in  1676,  at  the  age  of  seventy-one  years.  He  mar- 
ried Jane  W^oolen,  and  to  them  were  born  seven 
children,  namely:  John,  who  was  baptized  Aug. 
9,  1646,  at  New  Haven;  Sarah,  who  was  baptized 
at  the  same  place,  on  the  same  date ;  Richard,  born 
July  II,  1645;  Samuel,  born  May  21,  1646,  who 
died  March  5,  1725  ;  Thomas,  born  March  25,  1649  : 
Jonathan,  born  April  5,  1651 ;  and  David,  born 
March  8,  1652,  who  died  July  17,  1727. 

John  Hall  (2),  son  of  the  progenitor  of  this 
family  in  the  New  World,  was  married  Dec.  6, 
1666,  to  Mary  Parker,  a  daughter  of  Edward 
Parker,  of  New  Haven,  and  they  located  in  Wall- 
ingford with  the  first  planters,  in  1670.  There  he 
died  Sept.  2,  1721,  aged  eighty-six  vears,  his  wife 
passing  away  Sept.  22.  1725.  Their  children  were 
as  follows:  Elizabeth,  born  Aug.  11,  1670;  Dan- 
iel, born  July  26,  1672.  who  was  married  March 
15,  1693,  to  Thankful  Lyman:  Mary,  born  June  23, 
1675;  Nathaniel,  born  Feb.  8,  1677;  John,  bom 
March  14,  1681,  who  married  Elizabeth  Royce ; 
Lydia,  born  Jan.  21,  1683;  Sanuiel,  born  Dec.  24, 
t686,  who  died  Nov.  i,  16S9;  Esther,  born  Aug. 
30,  i'')93:  and  Caleb,  born  Sept.  14,  i'')97. 

Nathaniel  Hall,  son  of  John  (2j,  spent  his  en- 
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tire  life  in  Wallingford,  dyinc;-  tiiorc  Aug.  16,  1757. 
In  May,  1699,  he  married  Elizabeth  Curtis,  who 
died  Sept.  30,  1735,  and  he  was  married  Sept.  15, 
1736,  to  Lydia  Johnson.  His  children  were: 
Amos,  born  Jan.  '24,  1700,  who  married  Ruth 
Royce;  Margaretta,  born  Dec.  21,  1701,  who  died 
Oct.  30,  1707;  Caleb,  born  Jan.  3.  1703,  who  died 
May  II,  1766;  Moses,  born  June  6,  1706,  who 
died  Feb.  15,  1765;  Mary,  born  Oct.  30,  1707; 
Nathaniel,  born  April  17.  1711,  who  died  Dec.  18, 
1727;  James,  born  April  23,  1713;  Elizabeth,  bom 
Sept.  22,  1715;  Desire,  born  June  19,  1719;  and 
Heman,  born  Oct.  17,  1720. 

Heman  Hall  was  born  in  Wallingford,  but 
spent  the  greater  part  of  his  life  in  Wolcott.  where 
he  owned  land  and  engaged  in  farming.  He  was 
known  as  Lieut.  Hall,  winning  his  title  by  service 
in  the  militia.  He  was  highly  respected  by  the  en- 
tire community  in  which  he  lived.  He  died  in 
1769,  and  was  buried  in  the  W'olcott  Center  ceme- 
tery. His  widow,  Elizabeth,  married  a  Mr.  Lee. 
died  in  1804,  and  was  also  laid  to  rest  in  the  Wol- 
cott Center  cemetery.  Four  children  were  born  to 
Heman  and  Elizabeth  Hall,  namely:  Curtis,  in 
1746;  Heman,  in  1750:  Phoebe,  wife  of  Deacon 
Joseph  Atkin ;  and  Elizabeth,  wife  of  Daniel  Bying- 
ton,  Jr, 

Capt.  Heman  Hall,  son  of  Lieut.  Heman,  was 
"born  in  Wallingford  in  1750.  and  moved  with  his 
parents  to  W^olcott,  where  he  engaged  in  farming 
throughout  life,  passing  his  later  days  in  that  part 
of  the  town  known  as  Woodtick.  He  was  quite 
a  prominent  and  influential  man  in  his  community, 
and  was  captain  of  the  train  band,  the  9th  Com- 
pany, 15th  Connecticut  ^lilitia.  He  died  in  June, 
1795,  and  his  remains  were  interred  in  the  family 
burying-ground.  His  wife,  who  bore  the  maiden 
name  of  Rebecca  Finch,  was  born  in  1746,  and 
died  Jan.  3,  1805.  Their,  children  were :  Sally, 
who  died  young;  Rebecca,  who  married  Osee 
Bronson,  and  moved  to  Xew  York  State :  Heman, 
who  is  mentioned  below ;  Levi,  who  was  baptized 
Sept.  18,  1778;  Sally,  baptized  April  30,  1780; 
Ursula,  baptized  Aug.  18,  1782,  who  married  Noah 
Walker,  of  Saybrook,  Conn.;  Sarah,  born  in  1780, 
who  married  a  ^Ir.  Willing,  and  died  July  19, 
i860;  and  Lizzie  E.,  who  married  Daniel  Bvington. 
Heman  Hall,  son  of  Capt.  Heman  Hall,  was 
l)orn  on  the  old  homestead  in  Wolcott  in  1775,  and 
made  his  home  in  \\"oodtick,  where  he  died  Feb. 
4,  1848.  He  was  commissioned  sergeant  in  the 
militia  at  Farmington  in  1797.  He  married  Lydia 
Hitchcock,  who  was  born  in  Southington  Aug.  4. 
^777,  3i  daughter  of  David  Hitchcock,  and  died 
Feb.  9,  1856.  Of  their  children.  Orrin,  subject  of 
this  sketch,  was  the  eldest :  Ephraim,  born  Sept.  5, 
1799.  was  the  next  in  order  of  birth:  Pollv,  born 
Aug.  17,  1801,  was  married  Jan.  i,  1822,  to  Will- 
iam Plumb:  Lylia,  horn  Juiu  21.  1S04,  was  mar- 
ried June  24.  1823.  to  \\'illiLun  Frost,  and  lived  in 
East  Farms,  Waterbury ;  Rebecca  F.,  born  in  Au- 


gast,  1S08,  was  married  May  31,  1820,  to  William 
H.  Payne,  and  settled  in  Waterbury ;  and  Roxanna, 
born  April  i,  1816,  was  married  Sept.  30,  1838, 
to  Laurin  L.  Stevens,  and  died  Dec.  11,  1867. 

Deacon  Orrin  Hall,  whose  name  introduces  this 
sketch,  was  born  in  Woodtick.  town  of  Wolcott, 
Oct.  II,  1797,  and  grew  to  manhood  upon  the 
home  farm,  receiving  his  education  in  the  district 
schools  of  the  neighborhood.  For  several  years  he 
w.orked  at  the  carpenter's  and  joiner's  trade,  but 
later  devoted  his  entire  time  and  attention  to  the 
operation  of  the  old  homestead,  upon  which  he  con- 
tinued to  make  his  home  imtil  called  from  this 
life,  Oct.  10,  1881.  His  remains  were  interred  in 
"the  old  Wolcott  cemetery.  Politically  he  was  first 
a  Whig  and  later  a  Republican,  and  he  always  took 
a  deep  and  commendable  interest  in  public  affairs. 
He  was  a  devout  member  of  the  Congregational 
Church,  in  which  he  served  as  deacon;  was  a 
champion  of  every  movement  designed  to  promote 
the  general  w-elfare;  a  supporter  of  every  enter- 
prise for  the  public  good ;  and  materiallv  aided  in 
the  advancement  of  all  social,  industrial  and  moral 
interests. 

Mr.  Hall  married  Miss  Nancy  Miner,  a  daugh- 
ter of  Joseph  and  ]\Iary  (Upson)  Miner,  the  form- 
er a  soldier  in  the  Revolutionary  army.  Mrs.  Hall 
was  bom  July  12,  1798,  and  died  Feb.  9,  1873.  To 
Deacon  Hall  and  his  wife  came  two  children:  (i) 
Heman  W.,  born  June  11,  1824,  died  Nov.  5,  1867. 
He  married  Betsey  Ann  Sperry,  daughter  of 
Joseph  N.  Sperry,  and  they  had  three  children — 
Sarah  L'rsula,  bom  April  17,  1847,  was  married 
Oct.  20,  1866,  to  Charles  :\L  Potter,  and  resides 
in  North  Guilford:  Ransom  B.,  born  July  12,  1852. 
is  deceased  (he  is  mentioned  elsewhere)  ;  and 
Hattie  L.,  born  Jan.  10,  1863,  is  the  wife  of  L.  E. 
Hallock.  Mrs.  Heman  W.  Hall  died  Jan.  25,  1863, 
aged  thirty-six  years.  (2)  Harriet  Julina,  the  only 
daughter  of  our  subject,  bora  Nov.  6.  1834.  resides 
on  the  old  homestead,  where  she  tenderlv  cared  for 
her  parents  during  their  declining  years.  She  is  a 
lady  of  culture  and  refinement. 

JAMES  H.  KENNEY.  proprietor  of  one  of 
the  leading  meat  markets  of  Xaugatuck.  New  Ha- 
ven county,  was  born  in  Hartford,  Conn.,  Sept. 
18.  1856.  His  father,  John  Kenney.  was  a  native 
of  County  Westmeath.  Ireland,  and  a  son  of  Michael 
Kenney,  a  farmer,  who  spent  his  last  days  in  Iowa. 
The  latter  had  a  family  of  four  children,  namely: 
John,  father  of  our  subject;  James,  a  carpenter 
of  Lytle  City,  Iowa ;  Patrick,  a  carpenter,  who 
died  in  New  Haven,  Conn.;  and  Kate,  wife  of 
Luke  Fields,  a  gardener. 

John  Kenney,  father  of  James  H..  was  twelve 
years  of  age  when  he  crossed  the  Atlantic.  He  first 
located  in  Iowa,  but  after  the  death  of  his  father 
came  to  Hartford.  Conn.,  where  he  made  his  home 
for  some  years.  He  was  a  boot  fitter,  and  ran  the 
first  wax-end  machine  at  that  place.    In  early  man- 
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hood  he  wedded  Marv  Adamson,  who  was  also 
born  in  Ireland,  but  came  to  the  Xew  World  when 
quite  young.  Children  as  follows  were  born  to 
•  them:  James  H.,  our  subject:  Mary,  wife  of  Rich- 
ard Ganley,  of  Waterbury;  John,  a  mechanic  of 
New  York ;  Frank,  a  carriage  painter  of  Bridge- 
port, Conn. ;  Joseph,  who  is  clerking  in  the  meat 
market  of  our  subject ;  and  Elizabeth,  a  resident 
of  New  Haven.  The  father  died  in  that  city  in 
1896,  the  mother  in  August,  1895.  Both  were  de- 
vout members  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Church,  and 
he  was  a  Democrat  in  politics. 

The  subject  of  this  review  was  a  child  of  four 
years  when  the  family  removed  from  Hartford  to 
New  Haven,  where  he  grew  to  manhood  and  was 
educated.  He  began  his  business  career  as  clerk 
in  the  grocery  and  meat  market  of  Peter  McHugh, 
of  that  city,  with  whom  he  remained  seven  years, 
and  on  Jan.  4,  1877,  came  to  Xaugatuck,  where 
he  spent  three  years  with  Father  Fagan.  Return- 
ing to  Xew  Haven,  he  was  engaged  in  tlie  meat  and 
grocery  business  there  for  some  time,  but  in  1884 
he  again  came  to  X'augatuck,  where  he  worked  for 
the  Carrington  Co.  one  year.  Subsequently  he 
was  employed  in  a  meat  market  at  Union  City,,  and 
in  1891  opened  a  market  of  his  own,  which  he  has 
since  carried  on,  meeting  with  marked  success  in 
the  undertaking. 

On  June  14,  1882,  ^Ir.  Kenney  married  Miss 
Agnes  Campion,  a  native  of  Xaugatuck,  and  a 
daughter  of  William  and  Catherine  Campion,  who 
were  of  Irish  extraction.  They  have  a  family  of 
fiVe  children:  James,  William,  Raymond.  Ed- 
mund and  Harold.  Mr.  Kenney  and  his  family  are 
members  of  St.  Francis  Catholic  Church,  and  he 
is  also  a  member  of  the  Knights  of  Columbus,  the 
A.  O.  H.  of  A.,  and  the  Knights  of  the  Macca- 
bees. He  gives  his  unwavering  support  to  the 
Democratic  party  and  its  principles,  and  is  a  rec- 
ognized leader  in  public  atTairs  in  his  community. 
He  is  now  serving  his  fourth  year  as  a  member 
of  the  board  of  burgesses  of  Xaugatuck,  and  is 
also  a  member  of  the  board  of  relief. 

MARCUS  WILLARD  MIXOR,  a  thorough 
and  skillful'  farmer  who  is  now  carrying  on  his 
chosen  occupation  with  marked  success  in  Cheshire, 
is  a  native  of  Xew  Haven  county,  born  in  \\'ater- 
bury  July  29,  1853.  and  is  a  worthy  representative 
of  one  of  the  prominent  early  families  of  the  town 
of  Wolcott,  this  county. 

Marcus  Minor,  his  paternal  grandfather,  was 
born  in  Wolcott  in  1794,  a  son  of  Joseph  Minor, 
from  Lyme,  Conn.  He  married  Harriet  Hotchkiss. 
He  engaged  in  -  farming  in  his  native  town,  and 
there  his  wife  died,  but  his  death  occurred  in  Bris- 
tol, in  1871.  They  had  three  children:  Marshall, 
father  of  Marcus  U'illard ;  a  twin  of  Marshall  who 
died  in  infancy;  and  Maria,  wife  of  Willard  Downs, 
who  died  in  Wclcjtt. 

Marshall  Minor  was  burn  in  1825  in  the  town 


of  Wolc"tt,  where  he  was  reared  and  educated,  and 
where,  throughout  his  active  business  life,  he  en- 
gaged in  farming.  In  politics  he  was  a  stanch  sup- 
porter of  the  Democratic  party.  He  wedded  Miss 
Mary  Downs,  who  was  born  in  Waterbury  in  1827, 
and  died  in  1862,  and  he  died  in  his  native  town 
in  1866.  In  their  family  were  four  children,  name- 
ly: Marcus  Willard;  George,  a  resident  of  Bristol. 
Conn. ;  Cornelia,  wife  of  Bartlett  Evans,  of  Bris- 
tol;  and  Henrietta,  wife  of  Hubbard  Frederick,  of 
Bristol. 

The  early  life  of  our  subject  was  passed  in 
Wolcott,  Westville  and  Waterbury,  and  for  nine 
years  after  starting  out  in  life  for  himself  he  con- 
ducted a  meat  market  in  iMeriden,  Conn.  In  1888 
he  came  to  Cheshire,  where  he  now  owns  a  well- 
improved  and  valuable  farm  of  eighty-six  acres, 
which  he  has  placed  under  a  high  state  of  cultiva- 
tion, and  which  he  successfully  operates.  Like  his 
father,  he  is  a  stanch  supporter  of  the  Democratic 
party  and  its  principles,  and  in  1896  he  was  elected 
third  selectman  on  his  party  ticket. 

In  January,  1875.  in  \\'aterbury,  Air.  Elinor 
was  married  to  Aliss  Margaret  Rogers,  a  native  of 
Cornwall.  Conn.,  and  a  daughter  of  Frank  and 
Susan  Rogers,  early  settlers  of  Connecticut,  who 
died  on  the  farm  in  Cheshire  where  their  daughter 
now  resides.  To  this  union  have  been  born  five 
children :  Frank,  a  resident  of  Waterburv :  Mary 
A.,  wife  of  Arthur  R.  Barnes,  of  Xew  York;  Stella; 
Earl;  and  Elsie. 

EDGAR  THOAIAS  CLARK,  a  prominent  resi- 
dent of  IMilford,  is  a  member  of  a  well-known  pio- 
neer family  which  is  now  numerously  represented 
in  that  section,  being  a  descendant  of  George  Clark, 
who  came  from  England  in  1639,  and  became  one 
of  the  first   settlers  of   Milford. 

Elisha  Clark,  our  subject's  great-grandfather, 
resided  in  the  town  of  Milford,  at  \\'oodmont,  and 
died  Alay  30,  1840,  aged  eighty-six  vears.  Thomas 
Clark!  his  son,  was  also  a  native  of  Woodmnnt. 
born  July  8,  1786,  and  died  Dec.  15.  1854,  aged 
sixty-eight  years.  On  Jan.  2,  1812,  he  married 
Eunice  !Mallett,  a  native  of  Bridgeport,  who  died 
Oct.  I,  1867,  aged  eighty-one  years.  They  made 
their  home  upon  a  farm  in  Woodmont,  and  seven 
children  came  to  them,  as  follows :  Lewis  E.,  born 
April  4,  18 1 3.  was  a  painter  by  trade,  and  died  in 
Woodmont  June  29,  1846;  Lanson  B.,  born  Jime 
19,  1815,  became  a  Methodist  minister,  and  died 
Alarch  5.  1866;  Sarah  A.,  born  Dec.  30.  1817,  mar- 
ried John  P.  Hubbard,  a  farmer  of  the  town  of 
Orange,  and  died  Oct.  20,  1899.  in  Waterburv; 
Avis  AL,  born  Feb.  18,  1820,  married  Jonas  Buck- 
ingham, a  shoemaker  of  Milford,  and  died  C)ct. 
13,  1883,  aged  sixty-three  years:  Xehemiah  T.. 
our  subject's  father,  is  mentioned  below;  Harriet 
A.,  born  July  3.  1825,  married  Willis  A.  Law.  a 
retired  merciiant  nt  .\'ew  Haven  :  and  Mary  E.,  1)orn 
June   II,   1829,  died  Oct.  7,   1830. 
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Xehemiah  T.  Clark  was  born  on  the  old  home- 
stead in  W'oodmont  May  4,  1823,  and  died  July 
22,  1899.  In  early  manhood  he  engaged  in  farming 
there,  but  he  also  conducted  a  factory  for  many 
years,  making  carriage  spokes  and  hubs.  He  was 
an  excellent  citizen,  was  a  Republican  in  politics, 
and  a  Congregationalist  in  religious  faith.  On 
Dec.  23,  1858,  he  married  Abigail  P.  Baldwin, 
daughter  of  Samuel  D.  and  Susan  A.  (Peck)  Bald- 
win, of  Milford.  She  died  March  12,  1891,  leaving 
three  children,  of  whom  (i)  Edgar  Thomas,  our 
subject,  is  the  eldest.  (2)  Annie  B.,  born  Dec.  25, 
i860,  married  George  A.  Elrner.  then  of  Mil  ford, 
and  now  a  resident  of  Stamford,  Conn.  (3  )  Bertha 
A.,  horn  Sept.  26.  1868,  is  at  home. 

Edgar  T.  Gark  was  born  Dec.  14.  1859.  in 
Woodmont,  where  he  grew  to  manhood,  the  schools 
of  the  town  ati'ording  him  a  practical  education. 
He  never  learned  a  trade,  and  on  June  12,  1882, 
he  went  to  Milford  to  work  in  the  shipping  iLpart- 
ment  of  the  straw  factory,  where  he  remained  eight 
years.  For  some  time  afterward  he  was  occupied 
with  the  care  of  his  father's  property,  and  for  four 
years  he  conducted  a  grocery  and  bakery,  but  at 
present  he  merely  looks  after  his  rents  and  invest- 
ments. He  takes  a  loyal  interest  in  all  that  con- 
cerns his  town,  and  has  for  twelve  years  been  a 
member  of  the  Milford  tire  department,  the  local 
Grange,  the  Royal  Arcanum,  and  the  I.  O  O.  F. 
On  Nov.  6,  1900,  he  was  elected  on  the  Republican 
ticket  as  representative  of  ^Milford  for  two  years, 
and  for  years  he  has  served  as  chairman  of  the 
board  of  assessors. 

On  Aug.  2,  1888.  Mr.  Clark  married  Anna  L. 
Botsford,  daughter  of  Treat  Botsford.  of  Milford. 
She  died  Dec.  7.  1888,  and  on  Oct.  30,  1895.  he  mar- 
ried Miss  Charlotte  M.  Clark,  of  Orange,  Conn., 
daughter  of  Henry  M.  Clark,  of  that  town,  and  his 
wife,  Ida  Merwin,  a  native  of  Xew  Preston.  Conn. 
Mr.  Clark  is  a  member  of  the  First  Congregational 
Church,  is  a  member  of  the  First  Ecclesiastical 
Society,  and  has  been  treasurer  of  same  for  the 
past  six  years. 

EDWARD  B.  BRADLEY,  a  conductor  on  the 
New  York  &  New  Haven  railroad,  now  residing 
at  No.  100  Cliff  street,  Ansonia,  was  born  ^larch 
20,  1845,  '^  Newtown,  this  State,  where  the  family 
had  long  been  established.  There  his  father.  James 
W.  Bradley,  and  his  grandfather,  Abijah  Bradley, 
were  born.  The  latter  was  in  his  early  life  a  chair 
manufacturer,  and  in  his  later  years  a  farmer.  He 
reached  the  great  age  of  ninety-one  years. 

James  W.  Bradley  was  reared  on  the  farm,  and 
in  his  early  life  learned  the  trade  of  chairmaking. 
For  a  number  of  years  he  was  the  proprietor  and 
manager  of  a  lunch  counter  and  eating  house  in 
Newtown,  and  then  moved  to  Derby,  to  take  a  po- 
sition as  stage  driver  between  that  city  and  Bridge- 
port. Pie  was  later  gi\i  n  a  run  between  Wood- 
bury and  the  Derby  docks.     He  had  a  stage  from 


Woodbury  to  Seymour,  in  connection  with  the 
Naugatuck  railroad.  Selling  this  stage  route,  he 
bought  a  farm  in  Southbury,  which  he  cultivated 
for  seven  years,  and  then  sold,  going  into  a  hotel 
at  Se\Tnour.  which  he  conducted  for  a  time.  He 
then  again  became  a  farmer  for  a  time,  and  after- 
ward had  a  restaurant  in  New  Haven,  which  he 
disposed  of  to  take  the  "Madison  House,"  and  later 
the  "Tontine  Hotel,"  both  in  New  Haven.  For 
twenty-five  years  he  was  proprietor  and  manager 
of  the  "Tontine,"  where  he  died  at  the  age  of 
seventy-six  years.  He  built  up  that  hostelry  until 
it  became  one  of  the  leading  hotels  of  the  State ;  it 
has  been  patronized  by  many  thousand  people. 
James  W.  Bradley  married  Abigail  Somers,  who 
was  born  in  Newtown.  She  became  the  mother  of 
five  sons,  three  of  whom  are  still  living:  James 
Monroe,  now  in  Muskegon,  Mich.;  Albert  H.,  re- 
tired, and  living  in  New  Haven;  and  Edward  B. 
Mrs.  Bradley  died  in  1890,  at  the  age  of  seventy- 
five.  Both  parents  belonged  to  the  First  Methodist 
Church,  and  were  highly  respected  people  in  their 
day. 

Edward  B.  Bradley  spent  the  earlier  years  of 
his  life  under  the  parental  roof,  and  obtained  his 
education  in  the  public  schools  of  the  city.  When 
he  was  eighteen  years  of  age  he  left  home  and 
secured  a  position  as  driver  on  a  stage  running 
between  Seymour  and  New  Haven.  \'ery  shortly 
he  bought  this  run,  giving  his  note  of  $1,500  to  his 
father.  This  enterprise  proved  highly  successful, 
and  the  }-oung  man  spent  seven  years  on  the  line. 
Mr.  Bradley  ran  the  first  train  on  schedule  time 
on  the  New  Plaven  &  Derby  railroad,  Aug.  9,  1871. 
There  was  not  a  platform  along  the  line.  Our 
subject  was  new  at  the  business ;  not  a  ticket  was 
sold,  and  he  took  all  cash  fares.  He  had  a  hard 
time,  but  he  persevered,  and  is  ndw  known  as  one 
of  the  tried  and  capable  conductors  in  the  State. 
During  the  years  that  have  intervened  Mr.  Bradley 
has  witnessed  a  wonderful  transformation,  not  only 
in  the  road,  but  in  the  region  through  which  he 
passes.  The  road  has  become  one  of  the  best  in 
New  England,  and  the  cities  have  greatly  prospered. 
When  Air.  Bradley  began  in  this  line  two  trains  a 
dav  were  sufficient  for  all  the  needs  of  the  business. 
Now  he  goes  over  the  line  six  times  a  day.  and 
there  arc  twelve  other  trains.  He  has  seen  but 
one  wreck,  and  never  has  had  a  charge  of  any 
kind  preferred  against  him.  His  record  as  a  train- 
man is  clean,  and  his  showing  as  a  man  and  citizen 
is  equally  good.  Mr.  Bradley  lived  in  Seymour  un- 
til 1881,  when  he  moved  to  .\nsonia. 

Mr.  Bradley  was  married,  Nov.  29.  i8r/i.  to 
Celestia  A.  Steele,  daughter  of  John  B.  and  Emeline 
(  Stewart )  Steele,  of  Seymour,  who  had  two  chil- 
dren. Airs.  Bradley  being  now  the  only  survivor. 
Her  mother  died  in  1881.  at  the  age  of  sixty-two 
years,  and  her  father  at  the 'age  of  forty  }ears. 
Air.  and  Mrs..Braflley  have  one  child,  Emma,  wlni 
married    L.  F.  Anschutz,  and  is  the  mother  of  three 
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children,   Edward     Bradlev,   Louise    F.    and    Lora 
May. 

Mr.  Bradley  is  a  Republican  in  politics.  He  is 
a  member  of  George  Washington,  Lodge,  F.  &  A. 
M. ;  ilount  Vernon  Chapter;  New  Haven  Com- 
mandery,  Knights  Templar;  Mechanics  Lodge,  No. 
72f  I-  O.  O.  F..  at  Seymour;  and  is  a  charter  mem- 
ber of  the  local  division  of  the  Order  of  Railway 
Conductors.  He  and  his  wife  attend  the  First  Con- 
gregational Church  of  Ansonia.  Mr.  Bradley  has 
■been  remarkably  successful  throughout  life,  and 
stands  to-day  on  an  enviable  plane,  where  his  talents, 
business  ability  and  upright  and  manlv  character 
alike  command  the  respect  and  confidence  of  the 
public. 

DAVID  SMITH,  a  man  highly  esteemed  for 
his  many  good  qualities,  was  a  direct  descendant 
of  George  Smith,  one  of  the  first  settlers  of  New 
Haven.  He  was  born  in  West  Haven  Feb.  10, 
1798,  and  died  in  that  township  at  the  age  of  seven- 
ty years.  Left  fatherless  at  an  early  age,  he  was 
reared  by  an  uncle,  and  acquired  such  education  as 
the  district  schools  afforded.  He  became  a  car- 
penter by  trade,  and  followed  that  calling  in  the 
South,  but  later  returned  to  his  old  home  in  W'est 
Haven,  where  his  declining  years  were  spent.  He 
built  the  house  now  occupied  by  Airs.  Beardslev. 
-on  the  site  of  the  first  West  Haven  parsonage.  In 
all  alTairs  of  the  town  he  took  an  active  part,  and 
.  was  ever  in  the  van  in  any  move  that  would  ad- 
-vance  the  moral  or  material  welfare'  of  this  com- 
munity. Of  the  strictest  integritv  himself,  he 
looked  to  find  the  same  honesty  of  purpose  in  others, 
■  and  his  presence,  with  its  fearlessness  for  the  right, 
inspired  what  was  best  in  his  associates. 

On  Aug.  10,  1854,  Mr.  Smith  married  Susan 
Prudden,  who  was  born  in  Orange,  this  county, 
Aug.  25,  18 19,  a  daughter  of  Samuel  Prudden, 
and  a  direct  descendant  of  Rev.  Peter  Prudden, 
the  first  pastor  of  the  church  at  !Milford.  Of  this 
amion  was  born  Sept.  13,  1855,  a  son,  David  Prud- 
den, who  died  Feb.  13,  1871.  On  Oct.  6,  1874, 
Mrs.  Smith  married  Dr.  Lucius  N.  Beafdsley, 
Avhose  life  record  may  be  found  elsewhere  in  this 
volume. 

Rev.  Peter  Prudden  was  a  prominent  preacher 
in  England  before  emigrating  to  America.  He 
■came  to  Connecticut  from  Boston  with  the  New 
Haven  Colony  and  afterward  led  a  branch  colony 
to  Milford.  He  married  Joanna  Bovse,  daughter 
of  an  English  clergy-man.  Rev.  Peter  Prudden 
was  a  college  graduate,  and  a  man  of  much  natural 
ability.  He  was  greatlx'  esteemed  as  a  peacemaker 
and  as  a  wise  counselor  not  only  in  his  own  com- 
munitv,  but  throughout  the  entire  colonv  of  New 
Haven.  Of  him  Cotton  }ilather  says,  "his  death 
■was  felt  by  the  colony  as  the  fall  of  a  pillar,  which 
made  the  whole  fa  brick  to  shake." 

Samuel  Prudden.  Mr.-.  Beardsle.v's  father,  was 
the  son  of  Samuel  Prudden,  of  North  Milford,  now 


called  Orange,  and  Anna  Clark,  a  representative  of 
another  pioneer  family  of  Milford.  He  was  a  suc- 
cessful teacher  as  well  as  an  intelligent  and  enter- 
prising farmer.  Like  others  of  his  family  he  was 
identified  with  the  Congregational  Church.  His 
wife,  Susanna  Smith,  was  the  daughter  of  Captain 
Gould  Smith,  and  through  her  mother  was  a  de- 
scendant of  Rev.  Thomas  Hooker. 

Since  Dr.  Beardsley's  death  Mrs.  Beardsley  has 
resided  in  the  home  erected  by  Mr.  Smith,  as  above 
stated,  and  is  wearing  her  eighty-two  years  of  a 
well-spent  life  with  all  the  grace  and  dignity  of  a 
noble  woman.  Aniong  her  benefactions  may  be 
mentioned  a  tablet  in  the  Milford  Church,  in- 
scribed to  the  memory  of  its  first  pastor,  Rev.. 
Peter  Prudden. 

EDWARD  T.  ROOT  was  born  in  Waterbury 
Feb.  12,  1840,  and  his  lifelong  career  in  that  city 
has  been  honorable  and  upright.  George  Root,  his 
father,  was  born  in  1796  in  New  York  City,  where 
he  died  at  the  age  of  ninety  years. 

Reuben  Root,  the  father  of  George,  was  born  in 
Southington,  Conn.,  and  died  in  New  York.  He 
was  of  English  extraction.  He  worked  in  New 
York  as  a  ship  carpenter  during  the  war  of  the 
Revolution.  He  married  Hannah  George,  and  they 
had  two  children ;  George,  the  father  of  Edward 
T. ;  and  Amos,  who  lived  in  New  York,  where  he 
was  a  merchant,  and  died  when  quite  young. 

George  Root,  the  father  of  Edward  T.,  spent 
the  first  twenty-one  years  of  his  life  in  the  city  of 
New  York,  where  he  acquired  his  education,  and 
where  he  learned  the  trade  of  cabinetmaker.  When 
a  boy  he  helped  to  make  the  coffin  of  Robert  Ful- 
ton. In  Waterbury  he  followed  his  trade  as  long 
as  he  was  able  to  work,  living  there  about  seventy 
years.  He  married  Temperance  Bronson,  who  was 
bom  in  Waterbury,  a  daughter  of  Samuel  Bron- 
son, and  a  granddaughter  of  Major  Samuel  Bron- 
son, a  soldier  of  the  Revolution.  George  Root 
and  his  wife  were  the  parents  of  three  children, 
Jane  A.,  Edward  T.  and  Henry  B.  Jane  married 
Sanniel  Pemberton,  of  Newark,  N.  J.  George 
Root  was  a  Whig,  and  in  his  later  life  a  Repub- 
lican. For  many  generations  back  the  Roots  were 
identified   with   the   Congregational   Church. 

Edward  T.  Root  spent  his  bovhood  days  in 
Waterbury,  where  he  was  reared.  He  attended  the 
public  schools  until  he  reached  the  age  of  sixteen, 
when  he  became  a  clerk  in  the  postoffice,  holding 
that  position  for  a  year.  For  a  time  he  also  clerked, 
boy  fashion,  in  his  father's  store,  and  in  1859  en- 
tered the  insurance  office  of  Hall  &  Smith.  After 
a  time  Mr.  Hall  retired,  and  Mr.  Smith  continued 
the  business  alone  for  some  years.  About  1885 
the  firm  became  Smith  &  Root,  and  in  1896  the  firm 
of  Root  &  Boyd  was  formed.  Thev  write  all  kinds 
of  insurance,  and  ha\e  a  fine  list  of  client^:. 

In  18(18  .Mr.  Knot  married  Miss  Julia  M.  Rog- 
ers,   uf    Chester,    \'t.,    daughter   of    Isaac    Rogers. 
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i\Irs.  Root  (Iio<I  in  18S6,  and  tlie  only  cliild  of  this 
union,  Frederick  H.,  died  in  January,  1895.  In 
1888  Mr.  Root  married  Miss  Caroline  B.  Blake, 
daiig-hter  of  Dr.  A.  S.  Blake,  of  Waterbury.  Mr. 
Root  is  a  Republican,  and  has  been  councilman, 
town  assessor  and  representative  of  his  town  in 
the  State  Legislature.  Fraternally  he  is  a  thirty- 
second-degree  Mason,  and  is  a  charter  member  of 
Continental  Lodge.  Xo.  76,  F.  &  A.  ^L,  organized 
in  1862 ;  he  has  been  a  member  since  1862  of 
Nosahogan  Lodge.  Xo.  21,  L  O.  O.  F.  As  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Waterbury  Club  he  comes  into  contact 
with  the  best  and  leading  men  of  the  city,  and  in 
these  circles  his  standing  is  unquestioned.  With  his 
family  he  attends  Trinity  Episcopal  Church. 

Mr.  Root  enlisted  in  the  Union  army  in  1862. 
in  Company  A,  23d  Conn.  V.  I.,  and  was  mustered 
out  at  X'ew  Haven  the  following  year.  He  was 
taken  prisoner  and  paroled,  so  that  his  experience 
of  active  warfare  was  limited. 

HERBERT  LOUIS  BEXTON,  a  farmer  and 
dairyman  in  Guilford,  was  born  April  16,  1843,  ^"''l 
is  a  native  of  that  town.  The  first  of  the  name  in 
Guilford  was  Edward  Benton,  a  native  of  England, 
who  died  in  Guilford  in  ibSo.  His  wife,  Anna,  died 
in  1671.  They  had  the  following  children:  Ed- 
ward ;  Daniel ;  Andrew,  who  married  Elizabeth 
Rolfe;  Hannah,  who  married  Robert  Ackerly ; 
Mary,  who  married  Samuel  Thorp :  John,  who  died 
young;  Tabbitha,  who  married  Simon  Simpson; 
Elizabeth ;  Sarah,  who  married  Thomas  Wright ; 
and  Zacheus. 

Daniel  Benton,  the  second  child  in  the  family  of 
Edward,  was  born  in  1638,  and  died  June  10.  1672. 
He  was  a  farmer  and  land  owner,  and  belonged  to 
the  church.  A  man  of  character  and  standing,  he 
ranked  well  in  his  day.  He  married  Rachel  Good- 
rich, who  died  in  1685,  and  they  were  the  parents 
of  four  children :  Joanna,  who  married  John  Tur- 
ner ;  Ebenezer,  mentioned  below ;  Beltzah ;  and  Re- 
becca, who  married  Joseph  Halsey. 

Ebenezer  Benton  was  born  in  October,  1663, 
in  Guilford,  where  his  entire  life  was  spent,  en- 
gaged in  farming.  He  was  a  prominent  citizen, 
especially  in  church  matters.  He  died  on  his  farm 
June  22,  1758,  and  was  buried  in  Guilford.  His 
wife,  Abigail,  was  born  March  6.  1670.  and  died 
April  13,  1753 ;  she  was  buried  in  the  Guilford  cem- 
etery. They  were  married  June  14,  1694,  and  their 
children  were:  Daniel;  Elizabeth,  who  married 
Samuel  Buell ;  Ebenezer,  who  married-  Esther  Crit- 
tenden ;  Abigail,  who  married  Ebenezer  Critten- 
den; and  Caleb,  who  married  Sarah  Stone. 

Deacon  Daniel  Benton  was  bom  in_  Guilford 
June  I,  1695,  and  was  a  deacon  of  the  Congrega- 
tional Church.  He  died  Aug.  25,  1756.  In  1728 
he  married  Elizabeth  Stone,  who  was  born  Oct.  6, 
1706.  died  in  1753.  and  was  buried  in  Guilford. 
For  his  second  wife  he  married  Mrs.  Sarah  Seward. 
who  died  March  12,  1762.    His  family  consisted  of 


the  following  children:  Sarah;  Daniel;  Eli;  Sam- 
uel ;  Jared,  who  married  Elizabeth  Collins ;  Silas, 
who  married  Abigail  Lindsley ;  Nathan,  who  mar- 
ried Rachel  Chittenden  ;  Ann,  who  married  Philip 
Mann;  Elizabeth,  who  married  Rufus  Graves; 
Daniel  James;  and  one  that  died  in  infancy. 

Silas  Benton,  who  was  born  July  25,  1739,  was 
engaged  in  farming  throughout  life,  and  died  Slarch 
19,  1828.  On  June  6,  176S,  he  married  Abigail 
Lindsley.  who  was  born  in  1743,  in  Branford,  and 
died  in  181 1.  About  the  close  of  the  year  181 1 
he  married  for  his  second  wife  Widow  Lois  Plant. 
He  had  the  following  children:  Abigail;  Daniel, 
who  married  Fannie  Eliot ;  Joseph  ;  Isaac,  who  mar- 
ried Sarah  Robinson;  Dan  Lindsley;  Julin ;  and 
Silas. 

Dan  Lindsley  Benton,  tne  grandfather  of  Her- 
bert L.  Benton,  was  born  in  17S0,  and  was  a  life- 
long farmer.  He  was  a  well-known  citizen  and  a 
member  of  the  church.  He  died  June  18,  1859,  and 
was  buried  in  the  West  cemetery.  On  March  11,^ 
1805,  he  married  Betsy  Seward,  who  was  born  in 
1788.  and  died  Aug.  20,  1865.  They  had  the  fol- 
lowing children  ;  David  Merrick ;  Betsy  Ann,  who- 
married  Eli  Parmelee ;  Dan  Lindsley ;  Harriet,  who 
married  Samuel  Davis ;  Clarissa,  who  married  Nel- 
son Hotchkiss :  Lydia,  who  married  Henry  Rankin  ; 
Mary  Elizabeth,  who  married  Charles  Landon ; 
Ella  Maria,  who  married  Charles  M.  Stone;  Rich- 
ard Henry,  who  married  Charlotte  E.  Parens;  John, 
who  married  Catherine  L.  Kelsey ;  Martha  Seward, 
who  married  Deacon  Edwin  O.  Davis,  of  Guilford  r 
and  David  IMerrick  (2),  who  married  Frances  S. 
Smith. 

Dan  Lindsle}-  Benton,  father  of  Herbert  L.,  was 
born  March  5.  iSro,  on  the  Guilford  farm,  where 
he  received  a  good  common-school  education,  and 
was  reared  to  farming,  which  was  his  life  business. 
He  owned  a  large  tract  of  land  at  Sachem's  Head, 
on  which  he  made  extensive  improvements.  In 
politics  he  was  a  Democrat.  He  died  in  1894,  and 
was  buried  in  the  West  cemetery  in  Guilford.  In 
1833  he  married  ]\Iartha  M.  Norton,  who  was 
born  Nov.  20,  181 1,  and  died  June  12,  1835.  TJiey 
were -the  parents  of  one  child,  Darwin  M.  For  his 
second  wife  Mr.  Benton  was  married,  Alay  30,  1841. 
to  Elizabeth  Blakeslee.  who  was  born  June  29,  181S. 
in  Northford,  and  is  still  living.  To  this  union  were 
born  three  children  :  Herbert  Louis  ;  Charles  Linds- 
ley, who  resides  on  the  homestead ;  and  Edward 
W.,  also  making  his  home  on  the  homestead. 

Herbert  Louis  Benton  was  born  on  the  home- 
stead April  16.  1845.  attended  the  district  school 
and  Guilford  Academy,  and  remained  on  the  farm 
until  after  his  marriage,  when  he  began  farming 
on  the  place  where  he  is  now  located.  Mr.  Benton 
has  also  been  a  carpenter  and  a  boatbuilder.  He  is 
a  hard  worker,  and  is  much  respected  for  his  indus- 
try. In  religious  connection  he  is  a  member  of  the 
Episcopal  Church,  where  he  officiates  as  a  vestry- 
man.   His  political  affiliation  is  with  the  Democratic 
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party ;  he  hns  never  souc:ht  an  office.  Mr.  Benton 
was  married,  in  Guilford,  June  ii,  1885,  to  Miss 
Fannie  M.  Eliot,  daughter  of  Louis  R.  and  Fannie 
(Griswold)  Eliot,  both  of  whom  are  deceased,  and 
is  the  father  of  two  children:  Eliot  H..  born  Sept. 
16,  1889;  and  Ruth  E.,  born  Oct.  15.  1892. 

ELIAS  W.  DAVIS.  M.  D.,  Seymour,  is  a  native 
of  Massachusetts,  born  in  Pa.xton  in  1855,  a  grand- 
son of  Deacon  David  Davis,  also  born  in  Paxton, 
who  married  Patty  Howe  in  17S0  or  1785,  and  had 
a  family  of  ten  children.  He  was  a  captain  of  a 
militia  company  formed  after  tne  Revolutionary 
war,  which  corps  he  drilled  to  sucli  perfection  that 
it  became  known  as  one  of  the  crack  companies  of 
that  day.  Up  to  the  time  of  his  death  lie  was  a 
deacon  of  the  Congregational  Church. 

David  G.  Davis,  father  of  our  subject,  is  the 
youngest  of  the  ten  children  born  to  Deacon  David 
Davis,  and  at  the  present  time  is  living  in  Worces- 
ter, Mass.,  at  the  ripe  old  age  of  eighty-seven  years. 
Fie  was  engaged  in  farming,  also  in  the  manufacture 
of  boots  and  shoes  and  was  prominent  in  business 
enterprises  till  within  a  few  vears  ago.  For  twenty- 
five  years  he  was  a  selectman,  and  at  one  time  rep- 
resented his  town  in  the  State  Legislature  of  [Mas- 
sachusetts. He  married  Sarah  Gilbert  Earle,  of 
Paxton,  Mass.,  and  through  her  the  family  is  traced 
to  old  English  ancestry,  though  the  first  Davis  an- 
cestor was  a  Welshman.  Five  children  were  born 
of  this  union,  all  yet  living,  viz.:  William  P., 
Eliza  A.,  David,  Elias  W.  and  Gilbert  G.  Of  these, 
William  P.  is  a  physician  in  Reading,  [Mass. ;  Eliza 
A.  married  John  Davis  Hudson,  a  cabinetmaker  of 
Mason  City,  111.,  and  died  in  1900;  David,  a  boot 
manufacturer  in  Wilkesbarre,  Penn.,  married  Mary 
Sherman;  Gilbert  G.,  who  carries  on  a  printing  and 
blank-book  manufacturing  business  in  Worcester, 
Mass..  married  Minnie  Warren,  of  Worcester. 

Elias  W.  Davis,  the  subject  proper  of  this  sketch, 
lived  in  Paxton  Hills,  Mass.,  until  he  \vas  fifteen 
years  of  age,  receiving  his  primary  education  at  the 
district  schools,  after  which  he  prepared  for  Yale 
College  at  the  Leicester  and  Worcester  (Mass.) 
Academies,  graduating  in  the  class  of  1880.  He 
then  returned  home  and  because  of  poor  health 
took  up  farming.  In  1889,  having  in  the  meantime 
married,  he  moved  with  his  family  to  Xcw  Haven, 
where  he  commenced  the  study  of  medicine  in  Yale 
Medical  College,  graduating  in  June,  1892,  from 
the  Medical  School,  after  which  he  commenced  the 
practice  of  his  profession  in  Seymour,  Conn.,  where 
he  is  meeting  with  eminent  success. 

On  Nov.  5,  1883,  Dr.  Elias  W.  Davis  married 
Eliza  H.  Dodd,  a  native  of  Paxton,  Mass.,  and  a 
descendant  of  the  celebrated  Bigelow  family  of 
that  State.  Two  children,  both  daughters,  have 
been  born  to  this  union:  Florence  [Marion,  1S93; 
and  Gertrude  Elizabeth.  1805.  The  parents  are 
members  of  the  Congregational  Churcii.  Sociallv 
the  Doctor  is  affiliated  with  Morning  Star  Lodge, 


Xn.  47,  Y.  &  A.  M.,  and  with  Evening  Star  Cha[)ter, 
Xo.  45,  of  Seymour.  He  is  medical  examiner  for 
the  town  of  Seyn^our,  and  one  of  the  medical  di- 
rectors of  the  State  Masonic  Home  at  Wallingford, 
Conn.  As  a  physician  there  is  none  more  promi- 
nent or  popular  in  the  county.  In  his  office  stands 
an  old-fashioned  desk  that  has  been  handed  down 
in  the  family  for  some  one  hundred  forty  years,  a 
work  of  art  which  at  once  suggests  the  time  honored 
saying:     "A  thing  of  beauty  is  a  joy  forever." 

FREDERICK  W.  HUBBELL,  one  of  the 
valiant  defenders  of  the  Union  during  the  dark 
days  of  the  Civil  war,  and  the  present  efficient  su- 
perintendent of  the  Oxford  town  farm,  has  made 
his  own  way  in  the  world  without  the  aid  of  influ- 
ence or  wealth,  and  has  arisen  to  a  position  of 
prominence  through  his  own  well-directed  efforts, 
his  native  genius  and  acquired  ability  being  the 
stepping-stones  on  which  he  has  mounted.  He  was 
born  in  Oxford  March  24,  1844,  a  son  of  Everett 
and  Jane  E.  (Sperry)  Hubbell,  natives  of  the  same 
place.  In  their  family  were  nine  children,  eight 
sons  and  one  daughter,  namel}' :  Samuel ;  John 
Henry;  Frederick  W. ;  Wales,  deceased;  Lewis; 
George  ;  Charles  and  Henry  W.,  both  deceased;  and 
Elizabeth,  deceased. 

Frederick  W.  Hubbell  was  born  and  reared  on 
a  farm,  and  received  his  education  in  the  common 
schools.  At  the  tender  age  of  seven  years  he  be- 
gan earning  his  own  livelihood  by  working  for  his 
l)oard  and  clothes  for  Capt.  Hull,  with  whom  he  re- 
mained seven  years,  and  then  worked  as  a  farm  hand 
for  others  until  he  entered  the  service  of  his  coun- 
try during  the  Civil  war.  On  June  7,  1862,  he  en- 
listed as  a  private  in  Company  B,  20th  Conn.  V.  I.; 
was  mustered  into  the  United  States  service  at  Xew 
Haven ;  from  there  was  ordered  to  Washington,  D. 
C. ;  and  later  to  Alexandria,  \  a.  His  first  engage- 
ment was  at  Chancellorsville,  and  the  second  at 
Cassville,  where  he  was  wounded  in  the  left  side  by 
a  minie  ball ;  however,  he  was  never  absent  from 
duty  one  day.  Later  he  participated  in.  the  battles 
of  Gettysburg  and  Savamiah,  and  the  siege  of  At- 
lanta! After  leaving  the  last  named  city  he  was 
detailed  as  a  scout,  and  while  on  a  scouting  expedi- 
tion near  Columbia,  \'a.,  was  captured,  but  soon 
afterward  he  and  two  companions  escaped,  and  he 
was  iinallv  exchanged.  Shortly  after  this  Air.  Hub- 
bell received  a  furlough  and  returned  home,  and 
while  here  Lee  surrendered,  thus  putting  an  end  to 
the  war.  Since  then  he  has  made  his  home  in  Ox- 
ford with  the  exception  of  two  years  spent  at 
Xaugatuck,  Coim.  In  1882  he  was  appointed  su- 
perintendgyt  of  the  Oxford  town  farm,  and  has 
most  capably  and  satisfactorily  filled  that  position 
ever  since.  He  also  owns  and  operates  a  fine  farm 
of  ninety  acres  in  the  same  town,  and  in  all  his  un- 
dertakings has  met  with  mo.-t  excellent  success. 

In  i8'i5  Mr.  Hulihcll  was  united  in  marriage 
with  [Miss  Alice  E.  Gates,  of  SimsLury,  Conn.,  and 
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to  them  have  bet.n.  liorn  three  chiliren:  Piurtoii  E. ; 
Arthur  D. ;  and  one  who  died  in  infancy.  Fra- 
ternally JMr.  Hubbell  is  a  member  of  Upson  Post. 
Xo.  40,  G.  A.  R.,  of  Seymour:  and  politically  is 
identified  with  the  Republican  party.  His  fellow 
citizens,  recognizing-  his  worth  and  ability,  have 
called  him  to  public  office,  and  he  has  served  as 
constable  thirty  years  and  deputy  she'ritT  for  five 
vcars,  filling  the  latter  position  at  the  present  time. 

WILLIAM  H.  E\'AXS,  an  honored  veteran 
of  the  Civil  war  and  a  highly  esteemed  citizen  of 
\V'oodbridge,  was  born  in  ^liddletown,  Middlesex 
Co.,  Conn.,  April  5.  1840,  a  son  of  Chauncey  and 
Clarissa  (Maynard)  Evans,  also  natives  of  that 
place,  where  tliey  made  their  home  throughout  life. 
The  father  was  engaged  in  farming  near  Middle- 
town,  now  Cromwell,  and  there  died  at  the  age  of 
sixty  years.  Our  subject's  maternal  grandfather, 
;Mr.  Maynard,  was  a  soldier  of  the  Revolutionary 
war  and  died  in  1837.  Our  subject  had  an  older, 
sister,  Delia,  who  died  voung,  and  a  half-brother, 
Bissell  Stark.-,  who  was  a  soldier  of  the  Civil  war 
and  was  numliered  among  the  missing. 

Mr.  Evans'  advantages  for  securmg  an  educa- 
tion were  limited  to  a  brief  period  in  the  common 
schools,  for  after  his  sixth  year  he  was  dependent 
upon  his  own  resources  for  a  livelihood.  In  1862 
he  enlisted  in  the  24th  Conn.  \'.  I., — a  regiment 
composed  .of  Middletown  volunteers.  Though  he 
enlisted  for  only  nine  months,  he  was  in  the  ser\-ice 
thirteen,  and  during  that  period  took  part  in  some 
of  the  fiercest  engagements  of  the  war.  During 
the  siege  of  Fort  Hudson  he  was  in  the  rifie  pits 
twentv-five  consecutive  days,  and  was  so  exhausted 
from  e.xposure  that  he  had  to  be  carried  out  on  a 
stretcher.  He  well  remembers  the  landing  of 
Dewey  and  his  companions  irom  their  ill-fated 
ship  after  it  had  been  fired  by  the  forts  along  the 
river.  From  days  of  marching  and  fighting,  and 
nights  of  exposure  in  rains  and  dews.  Mr.  Evans 
has  never  recovered,  tnough  he  was  able  to  work 
for  many  years,  but  for  the  last  two  years  he  has 
been  compelled  to  give  up  his  employment. 

Soon  after  returning  from  the  South  he  moved 
to  New  Haven  and  secured  employment  on  the  street 
railway,  running  on  the  Fair  Haven  route  for  one 
year,  and  for  nearly  three  years  on  the  West  Haven 
route.  He  was  afterward  employed  by  J.  WoodrutT 
(now  deceased),  revenue  collector  for  this  district, 
from  whom  he  has.  a  letter  of  praise  for  faithful 
service.  For  the  following  twenty-six  years  he  was 
with  the  West  Haven  Ruckle  Co.,  or  until  May. 
1897,  when  he  was  forced  to  retire  on  account  of 
ill  health,  and  rented  property  in  Woodbridge, 
where  he  is  now  living  a  (|uiet  life,  engaging  in 
market  gardening  in  a  small  way.  He  has  real  es- 
tate and  two  houses  in  West  Haven  which  he  rents. 

In  Middletiiwn  Mr.  Evans  wa^  married,  in  i860, 
to  Su?an  Hamptuii.  wiio  died  ieavinc'  three  chil- 
dren, namely:     (jeorge,  born  July  21,  1801,  is  now 


a  wealthy  and  influential  man  of  the  State  of  Wash- 
ington, where  he  is  extensively  engaged  in  the  lum- 
ber business;  Clarence,  born  Dec.  25,  1865,  is  in 
the  theatrical  business ;  and  Lilly,  born  Oct.  2/, 
1867,  is  the  wife  of  James  Henry,  of  Xew  Haven. 
In  1882  Mr.  Evans  was  again  married,  his  second 
union  being  with  Martha  Crosby,  by  whom  he  has 
one  daughter.  Mabel,  born  Xov.  5,  1888.  Mr. 
Evans  attends  the  Alethodist  Episcopal  Church,  and 
is  an  honored  member  of  Admiral  Foote  Post,  No. 
17,  G.  A.  R.,  of  Xew  Haven,  with  which  he  has 
been  connected  since  1885.  He  affiliates  with  the 
Republican  party,  and  in  the  past  took  a  somewhat 
active  part  in  politics,  though  he  never  aspired  for 
public  favors.  As  a  citizen,  friend  and  neighbor 
he  is  true  to  every  duty  and  justly  merits  the  es- 
teem in  which  he  is  held. 

LOTHAR  ALEXAXDER  MORTIMER,  BA- 
RON" vox  GRA\'E,  was  born  at  Birresborn,  near 
Gerolstein,  Prussia,  Sept.  i,  1858,  son  of  Friedrich 
Wilhelm  ^Mortimer,  Baron  von  Grave,  who  was 
born  Oct.  18,  1824.  and  died  Oct.  9,  1896.  The 
latter  married  Friederica  Rosalia  Knaff,  who  was 
born  April  15,  1S33,  and  is  still  living,  making  her 
home  with  her  son  Lothar.  The  father  was  a  dis- 
tingT-iished  officer  in  his  prime,  and  held  the  rank 
of  captain  in  the  Prussian  army.  To  him  and  his 
wife  were  born:  Lothar  A.  M.,  the  subject  proper 
of  these  lines.  Anna  Louisa  Cathinka,  Baroness 
von  Grave,  born  Aug.  6,  1862,  died  Dec.  11,  1896; 
she  married  Eugene  Pezoldt,  of  Saxony,  Germany. 
Elsa  Rosalie  Alfredine.  Baroness  von  Grave,  born 
Jime  4,  1875.  married  Alberto  Jonas,  the  pianist 
and  director  of  the  Michigan  Conservatory  of 
Music,  at  Detroit,  Mich. ;  she  is  a  giftetl  musician, 
has  pursued  her  studies  under  the  instruction  of 
the  most  eminent  professors  of  music  in  Europe, 
and  has  made  several  highly  successful  tours  of 
foreign  countries,  winning  golden  encomiums  every- 
where. 

Carl  Friederich  Gustaph,  Baron  von  Grave,  the 
grandfather  of  Lothar,  was  born  F"eb.  22,  1792,  and 
died  April  29.  1876.  He  was  a  well-known  and 
highly  honored  general  in  the  Prussian  Cavalry. 
He  married  Maria  Hyacintha  Anna  Rietz,  born  in 
1806,  who  died  May  10,  1872.  The  great-grandfa- 
ther of  Lothar  was  Johann  Hieron\-mus,  Baron 
von  Grave,  who  was  born  Aug.  18,  1734,  and  died 
May  16,  1798.  He  was  secretary  of  war  under 
the  Prussian  government.  Frederica  Louise  Chris- 
tiane,  Baroness  von  Hoffstedt.  his  wife,  was  born 
Oct.  14,  1766,  and  died  April  i,  1847.  X.  Baron 
von  Grave,  his  father,  was  counselor  and  supreme 
judge  of  the  Duchy  of  Bremen.  He  was  born  in 
1680,  and  died  in  1752.  He  married  the  Baroness 
von  Eberhorn. 

Documents  are  in  existence  which  mention  the 
von  Graves  as  knights  fighting  under  Thassilo,  of 
Bavaria,  in  the  ninth  ceiUury,  later  during  the 
Crusades.     They   settled  in   different   parts  of  the 
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country,  and  held  high  offices  at  court.     Joachim 

11,  Nestor  and  his  successor,  in  their  fight  against 
the  rebellious  nobiljty  in  1537,  destroyed  their 
castles  '"Weissenfels"  and  "Xinimcrsatt,"  but  their 
descendants  were  allowed  b\'  the  King  of  Prussia 
to  return  to  their  ancestral  holdings  in  1701. 

On  April  30.  1S90,  Lothar  von  Grave  married 
Mrs.  Gabrielle  (_D'Alton)  Sweet,  who  was  born 
July  4,  1863,  and  died  July  13,  1893.  They  adopted 
one  son,  Frederick  Sweet,  who  was  born  June  i. 
1884,  in  New  York,  and  had  one  daughter,  Elsa 
Rosalia  Valeska  Ethel,  who  was  born  Nov.  23, 
1891,  at  Ballardvale.   !Mass.,  where  she  died  June 

12,  1892.  Mr.  vun  (3rave  was  married,  Dec.  11, 
1895,  to  Miss  Deborah  Waldo,  at  }>Iount  Vernon, 
N.  Y.,  who  was  born  in  Hudson,  N.  Y.,  daughter 
of  Henry  and  Sarah  (Heath)  Waldo.  Their  home 
is  regarded  as  one  of  the  most  artistic,  and  as  well 
as  one  of  the  most  highly  cultured  centers  of  re- 
fined society  in  the  State.  It  is  situated  in  Academy 
street,  in  Wallingford,  and  is  the  old  home  of  Col. 
A.  H.  Dutton,  from  whose  daughter.  Aliss  Emily 
Dutton,  it  was  purchased.  On  this  ground  many 
years  ago  stood  the  first  school  in  Connecticut, 
called  the  "Academy."  In  February,  1897,  the  place 
was  named  "Ellguth."  after  the  old  estate  of  }vlr. 
von  Grave's  family.  "Gross  Ellguth,"  in  Prussian 
Silesia,  containing  1,624  acres,  and  now  in  the  pos- 
session of  his  cousin,  Major  Hugo  von  Grave.  The 
Wallingford  property  was  in  the  possession  of  the 
Dutton  famih'  from  1664  until  its  recent  sale. 

Mrs.  von  Grave  is  descended  from  Deacon  Cor- 
nelius Waldo,  the  emigrant  ancestor  of  the  Waldo 
family,  who  came  from  England,  and  settled  in 
Ipswich,  Mass.  He  removed  in  1657  to  Chelms- 
ford. ?klrs.  von  Grave  is  also  a  direct  descendant 
of  William  Swain,  who  came  to  \\'atertown,  Mass., 
in  1635,  and  was  one  of  a  commission  sent  to  su- 
perintend the  rising  colony  of  Connecticut.  Mr. 
von  Grave  is  president  of  the  Alderidge  Art  Com- 
pany, of  Wallingford.  and  holds  the  same  position 
in  the  Wallingford  Camera  Club.  He  is  vice-presi- 
dent of  the  Wallingford  Golf  Club,  in  which  recrea- 
tion he  and  his  wife  are  enthusiasts. 

Mr.  von  Grave  has  had  an  eventful  and  varied 
history.  Born  in  Germany,  he  was  educated  in  the 
Latin  and  Military  schools.  With  the  present  Em- 
peror, William  li,  he  attended  the  university  at 
Bonn,  taking  a  special  course  in  the  history  of  art. 
archeology  and  history.  In  due  time,  entering  the 
Prussian  army  as  a  cadet,  he  was  promoted  to  lieu- 
tenant, and  by  permission  of  the  Emperor,  William 
I,  took  part  in  the  Turko-Austrian  war.  Coming 
home  wounded,  he  retired  from  the  service,  and 
devoted  his  entire  time  to  a  systematic  study  of 
the  fine  arts,  devoting  special  attention  to  art,  arche- 
ology" and '  history.  Graduating  from  the  Royal 
Academy  of  Fine  Arts  at  Munich,  where  he  had  for 
teachers  Profs.  Lindenschmidt.  Piloty.  and  Kaul- 
bach,  Hans  Makart.  frrm  \'ienna.  and  Piglheini, 
from  Paris,  he  studied  the  specimens  of  ancient  and 


medieval  art  thr.  ugh  Germany,  Russia,  Austria, 
Hungary,  Italy,  Turkey.  Greece,  Asia  Minor  and 
Egypt,  where  he  engaged  in  the  excavation  of  the 
Sakkareh  pyramid.  Returning  to  Munich,  he 
opened  a  studio,  and  his  first  picture,  "The  Hunt- 
ing Scene,"  purchased  by  Prince  Regent  Luitpold. 
of  Bavaria,  now  adorns  the  private  Royal  Gallery. 
Coming  to  this  country  on  a  visit,  I\Ir.  von  Grave 
was  so  impressed  with  its  possibilities  that  he  de- 
cided to  remain  here.  Locating  first  in  New  York, 
he  opened  a  studio  in  the  Knickerbocker  building, 
where  his  time  was  fully  occupied  in  making  orig- 
inal drawings  for  the  well-known  firm  of  J.  Ott- 
man.  in  the  Puck  building.  Later  he  turned  his  at- 
tention to  architecture,  carrying  off  several  prizes 
for  designs  for  public  buildings.  He  soon  found 
himself  wrapped  up  in  industrial  art,  and  was  called 
upon  constantly  for  designs  for  silver,  bronzes, 
keramics  and  interior  decorations.  Becoming  head 
designer  for  the  Craighead  &  Knitz  Co.,  he  went  to 
.Massachusetts  to  superintend  work  in  that  line. 
When  the  head  of  that  company  retired  Mr.  von 
Grave  accepted  the  offer  of  his  present  position, 
from  H.  L.  Judd  &  Co.,  at  their  Wallingford  fac- 
torv,  where  he  has  charge  of  the  art  department, 
an  excellent  force  of  modelers,  chasers,  pattern- 
makers and  casters,  altogether  about  fifteen  people 
under  his  direction. 

Mr.  von  Grave  is  a  member  of  Compass  Lodge, 
F.  &  A.  AI.,  and  of  Ivy  Lodge,  K.  P.,  where  he  is 
aide-de-camp  on  the  brigadier  general's  staiT,  with 
the  rank  of  major  in  the  uniformed  rank  of  the  K. 
P.  His  splendid  education,  extensive  travels  and 
high  social  connections  on  both  sides  of  the  Atlantic 
render  Mr.  von  Grave  one  of  the  most  cosmopolitan 
of  men,  while  his  liberal  ideas  and  generous  disposi- 
tion win  for  him  the  steadfast  iriendship  and  de- 
votion of  those  who  have  tasted  the  hospitality  of 
his  cosy  and  artistic  home. 

BERKELEY  S.  HOTCHKISS,  a  retired  gro- 
cery merchant  of  Waterbury,  was  born  in  Pros- 
pect, New  Haven  county,  Sept.  21,  1826,  and  de- 
scends from  one  of  New  England's  very  old  Co- 
lonial families,  which  may  be  traced  to  England, 
as   follows : 

David  ^ililes  Hotchkiss,  father  of  Berkeley  S.. 
was  also  born  in  Prospect;  Esquire  Frederick,  fa- 
ther of  David,  was  born  in  Waterbury  ( now  Pros- 
pect), and  was  a  son  of  David,  the  elder,  who 
was  born  in  Waterbury,  a  son  of  Deacon  Gideon, 
who  served  in  the  Revolutionary  war ;  Deacon  Ste- 
phen, father  of  Gideon,  was  an  early  settler  of 
Cheshire.  Conn.,  and  was  a  son  of  Ensign  Joshua, 
whose  father,  Samuel  Hotchkiss,  came  from  Eng- 
land, and  founded  the  family  in  New  Haven  in 
1641. 

Esquire  Frederick  Hotchkiss,  grandfather  of 
Berkeley  S..  was  a  farmer  by  vocation.  He  mar- 
ried ivhi"!a  llupkins.  daughter  of  Esquire  Jc)hn 
Hopkins,   and   tlie_\-   reared   a    family  of   four  chil-        i 
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drcn,  viz.:  Marilla,  wlio  married  Libeus  Sanford, 
a  farmer  of  Broome  county.  X.  Y. ;  Julia,  who  mar- 
ried Jonaii  Woodruff,  of  W'aterbury,  and  went 
to  Broome  county,  X.  Y..  where  she  passed  the 
remainder  of  her  days ;  David  rallies,  father  of 
Berkeley  S. ;  and  Clarissa,  who  married  EUsha  Hall, 
a  fanner  ofP<roome  county,  X.  Y.  Esquire  Fred- 
erick Hotchkiss  was  the  first  initiated  member  of 
Harmony  Lodge,  F.  &  A.  M. 

Hon.  David  Miles  Hotclikiss  was  reared  to 
manhood  in  Prospect,  where  he  engaged  in  farm- 
ing and  became  an  influentia!  citizen.  He  married 
Zeruah  Stevens,  of  Xaugatuck,  daughter  of  Mar- 
tin Stevens,  a  blacksmith,  and  they  became  the 
parents  of  eight  children:  (i)  Emily  (deceased) 
married  B.  B.  Brown,  of  Broome  county,  X.  Y., 
and  had  two  sons,  of  whom  Frederick  Hotchkiss 
is  now  a  prominent  merchant  of  Xew  Haven, 
Conn. ;  and  Clarence  H.  is  with  Hall,  Simpson  & 
Co.,  of  Wallingford.  (2)  Laura  married  A.  Sid- 
ney Plumb,  a  farmer  of  Prospect,  son  of  Major 
Orrin  Plumb,  of  Wolcott ;  both  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Plumb  are  now  deceased.  (3)  Hervey  Dwight  was 
a  prominent  manufacturer,  and  lived  and  died  in 
■  Meriden,  where  his  son  Frederick  is  now  a  pros- 
perous wholesale  merchant.  (4)  Henry  K.,  known 
as  Major  Hotchkiss,  lived  in  Bristol,  and  died  in 
Ansonia ;  his  son.  William  H..  is  a  member  of  the 
firm  of  J.  X.  Adam  &  Co.,  prominent  merchants 
of  Buffalo,  X.  Y.  (5)  Frederick  died  when  a 
young  man,  in  \'irginia.  (6)  Berkeley  S.,  sixth  in 
the  order  of  birth,  is  the  subject  of  this  sketch. 
(7)  Edward  is  an  insurance  agent  in  Binghamton, 
N.  Y.  (8)  Richard  was  a  merchant  in  Atlantic 
City,  X'.  J.,  where  he  died,  .\fter  the  death  of  his 
first  wife  David  M.  Hotchkiss  married  }ilrs.  Han- 
nah (Doolittle)  Bristol,  of  Cheshire,  and  by  this 
union  had  two  children :  Julia  E.,  who  married 
Frederick  A.  Sanford,  formerly  of  Windsor,  X. 
Y.,  bu-t  now  of  Westfield.  Mass. ;  and  David  B  . 
who  .resides  on  the  old  homestead  in'  Prospect. 
Hon.  David  Miles  Hotchkiss  was  first  a  ^^  hig  in 
politics,  and  then  became  an  avowed  Abolitionist. 
He  filled  a  number  of  local  offices,  had  the  tow-n 
set  off  and  named  Prospect  in  1827,  represented  it 
many  times  in  the  State  Legislature,  and  was  rec- 
ognized as  the  most  progressive  and  prominent  resi- 
dent of  the  place.  He  passed  away  in  the  faith 
of  the  Congregational  Church,  at  the  ripe  old  age  of 
eighty-one  years. 

Berkeley  S.  Hotchkiss  grew  to  manhood  on  the 
farm  in  Prospect,  and  began  life  for  himself  by 
teaching  school  in  Cheshire  in  the  winters  several 
years,  and  he  also  for  a  year  and  a  half  taught  its 
center  public  school  winter  and  summer.  He  then 
formed  a  partnership  with  Howard  C.  Ives  and  en- 
gaged in  the  grocery  business,  in  which  they  pros- 
pered, continuing  thus  for  two  years.  In  1861 
M^r.  Hotchkiss  sought  the  broader  field  of  Water- 
bury,  and  opened  up  in  the  same  line  of  trade,  which 
he    most    successfully    followed     for    twentv-three 
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years,  when  he  retirerl  on  a  competence — the  fruit 
of  his  careful  consideration  of  the  needs  of  the 
public  and  of  his  strict  integrity  in  all  transactions. 

On  April  12,  185 1,  Mr.  Hutchkiss  was  happily 
joined  in  marriage,  by  Rev.  Henry  Ward  Beecher, 
with  Miss  Catherine  A.  Harj^er.  of  Binghamton, 
who  was  born  in  Windsor.  Broome  Co..  X.  Y., 
daughter  of  George  and  Sally  (Butler)  Ilarjjer. 
Three  children  have  blessed  this  union:  Lillian 
May,  born  Xov.  16,  1854,  graduated  from  \'assar 
College  in  the  class  of  1877.  and  died  Oct.  2. 
1898;  she  united  with  the  Second  Congregational 
Church  May  3,  1868.  Sara  Catherine,  born  March 
I,  i860,  married  F.  A.  Dre.xel.  of  Detroit.  Mich. 
William  Berkeley,  born  Feb.  9.  1867,  is  a  member 
of  the  firm  of  Hotchkiss  &  Templeton,  hardware 
merchants  in  Waterbury.  In  politics  Mr.  Hotchkiss 
is  a  stanch  Republican.  In  religious  belief  he  and 
his  family  are  Congregationalists,  and  in  social  cir- 
cles none  stand  higher  in  Waterbury. 

George  Harper,  father  of  Mrs.  Hotchkiss,  was 
born  March  i.  1793.  in  Windsor,  X.  Y.,  a  son  of 
Judge  George  Harper,  and  died  Xov.  8,  1859.  By 
occupation  he  was  a  farmer.  (3n  June  18,  1818.  he 
married  Sally  Butler,  who  was  born  Dec.  10,  1802, 
in  Deposit,  Delaware  Co..  X'.  Y.,  daughter  of  Sam- 
uel Butler,  a  representative  of  the  Butlers  of  Brain- 
tree,  England,  one  of  whom  settled  in  Cambridge. 
Mass..  in  1632.  Several  male  members  of  the 
Butler  family  located  in  Michigan  and  attained  con- 
siderable prominence.  Mrs.  Sallv  (Butler)  Har- 
per died  June  14,  1878.  In  the  family  of  Mr. 
and  ^Irs.  George  Harper  were  the  following  chil- 
dren :  Ruth,  Butler,  Catherine  A.,  Edgar.  Will- 
iam. Henry,  John  L.  (a  prominent  banker  cf  De- 
troit, Mich.)  and  Alary  (who  married  G.  D.  Crane, 
a  prominent  resident  of  Cheshire,  Connecticut). 

MARIOX  A.  MORRIS  holds  a  position  as  a 
high-class  mechanic  that  at  once  reflects  honor  upon 
his  character,  and  shows  the  worth  of  the  man. 
In  the  full  prime  of  his  manly  powers,  he  commands 
the  confidence  of  those  whose  interests  he  so  well 
conserves,  and  has  long  held  the  respect  and  good 
will  of  the  community. 

Mr.  Morris  was  born  in  the  town,  of  Waterbury, 
Conn.,  June  3,  1852.  a  son  of  William  F.  Morris, 
a  native  of  Litchfield.  Conn.,  where  he  first  saw 
the  light  Feb.  22.  1828.  The  grandfather  of  Ma- 
rion A.  was  John  X.  Morris,  who  was  a  son  of 
Sheldon,  and  Polly  (Chatfield)  Alorris.  John  X'. 
was  a  cooper  by  trade,  and  died  in  Bridgeport. 
William  F.  Morris  grew  up  in  Litchfield,  and  mar- 
ried Miss  Elizabeth  A.  Scott,  a  native  of  Water- 
town,  Conn.  The  }Oung  couple  settled  in  Oakville. 
Conn.,  where  he  was  a  foreman  in  the  American 
Mills.  They  were  the  parents  of  three  children: 
Marion  A.,  Etta  L.  and  Addie  .F.  Etta  L.  mar- 
ried William  E.  Crane,  who  is  the  mechanical  en- 
gineer of  the  X^ew  England  Engineering  Co..  oi 
Waterbury.     Addie  F.  is  unmarried,  and  is  book- 
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k<.'L;r(.T  f.ir  the  Benedict  &:  Burnhani  Manufactur- 
ing Co.  William  F.  Morris  died  June  8,  1872,  and, 
his  widow  is  still  livins;'.  They  were  bath  Epis- 
copalians.    Politically  he  was  a  Republican. 

Marion  A.  Morris  spent  his  boyhood  and  youth 
in  Waterbury,  and  received  his  education  in  the 
local  schools.  When  the  time  came  for  the  young 
man  to  make  his  own  way  he  entered  the  Water- 
bury  Suspender  Co.,  and  was  at  work  in  their  fac- 
tory some  two  years.  The  period  of  his  employ- 
ment with  ]\Ialtby,  Hopson  &  Brooks,  manufact- 
urers, covered  six  years.  For  three  months  ]Mr. 
Morris  worked  in  flarrison's  machine  shop,  at  New 
Haven,  and  fourteen  months  with  the  Excelsior 
Xeedle  Co.  At  the  expiration  of  this  time  he  came 
back  to  Waterbury,  and  was  with  the  American 
Mills  Co.  one  year;  with  the  Oakville  Pin  Co.  eight 
months ;  and  was  then  employed  seven  years  by 
the  Plume  &  Atwood  Co.  Mr.  2^Iorris  then  entered 
the  employ  of  the  Scovill  ^^lanufacturing  Co.,  and 
"for  the  past  nifieteen  years  he  has  been  in  their 
iactory,  now  holding  a  position  as  foreman,  and 
lie-  is  one  of  their  most  trusted  employes. 

Mr.  Morris  was  married,  Oct.  20,  1881,  to  Miss 
Sarah  J.  Dodds.  a  native  of  Waterbury,  and  a 
daughter  of  William  and  Harriet  Dodds.  both  na- 
tives of  Scotland.  William  Dodds  came  to  Water- 
bury when  about  twenty-five  years  old.  and  married 
here :  he  was  engineer  for  the  Holmes.  Booth  & 
Haydens  Co..  and  for  the  Plume  &  Atwood  Co. 
about  forty-five  years.  !Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dodds  are 
the  parents  of  two  cliildren :  Harriet  E..  who  mar- 
ried Edgar  S.  Buckingham,  of  Shelton,  Conn.,  and 
died  Jan.  4,  1897;  and  Sarah  J.  Mrs.  Dodds  died 
Feb.  3.  1899.  and  at  present  ilr.  Dodds  is  retired 
from  active  business  labors.  Mr.  Morris  and  his 
wife  have  two  children:  William  D..  who  died  in 
infancy;  and  Harriet  D.  Politically  Mr.  Morris  is 
a  Republican;  and  fraternally  is  a  ]\Iason.  having 
his  membership  in  Federal  Lodge.  Xo.  17.  A.  F. 
&  A.  M.  He  also  belongs  to  various  protective  or- 
ders, such  as  the  A.  O.  U.  W.,  the  R.  A.,  and  the 
Woodmen  of  the  World.  The  Jilorris  family  are  all 
affiliated  with  the  Episcopal  Church,  with  which  our 
subject  and  his  wife  are  closely  associated. 

FREDERICK  K.  PERRY,  who  is  now  success- 
fully engaged  in  the  job  printing  business  in  Xauga- 
tuck,  was  born  in  Sandisfield,  ^.lass.,  in  1847.  a  son 
of  E.  G.  and  Alartha  (White)  Perry,  the  former 
born  in  Oneida  county,  X'.  Y.,  the  latter  near  Win- 
sted,  Litchfield  Co.,  Conn.,  and  both  are  now  de- 
ceased. The  father  was  engaged  in  business  both 
in  Xew  York  and  this  State  as  a  contractor  and 
builder,  which  pursuit  his  father  also  followed. 
They  were  active  members  of  the  Congregational 
Church,  and  were  highly  respected  bv  all  who  knew 
them.  Their  children  were  Jennett,  now  deceased ; 
Edwin  R.,  who  became  a  farmer  in  lov.-a,  and  served 
as  a  soldier  in  the  Civil  war.  but  is  now  ^k•ceaseJ : 
Philo   B.,   who   engaged  in  mercantile  business   in 


Texas,  and  on  the  outbreak  of  the  Civil  war  es- 
poused the  Confederate  cause,  and  died  in  1S65, 
from  disease  contracted  in  the  army ;  Frederick  K. ; 
Lavinia  W..  who  married  George  W.  Ball,  of 
Chicopee,  Mass.,  and  died  in  We;tfield.  Mass.  (Mr. 
Ball  has  since  married  and  now  lives  in  Chicago, 
111.)  ;  and  Philinda  M.,  who  is  now  Mrs.  Edwin 
B.  Alfred,  of  Ilarwinton,  Connecticut. 

Frederick  K.  Perry  attended  school  in  Winches- 
ter, Conn.,  until  sixteen  years  of  age-,  and  then  en- 
tered the  Winsted  Herald  office  as  an  apprentice 
to  the  printer's  trade,  remaining  there  about  three 
years.  Going  to  Hartford,  he  worked  on  various 
papers  in  that  city  for  four  years,  and  was  later  for 
seven  years  a  compositor  on  the  Springfield  Re- 
publican at  Springfield,  ^lass.  At  the  end  of  that 
time  he  went  to  Waterburv,  Conn.,  where  after 
working  on  different  newspapers  he  spent  two  years 
in  a  job  office.  He  continued  to  work  at  his  trade 
for  others  until  1891,  when  he  purchased  the  busi- 
ness of  which  he  has  since  had  control,  and  is  now 
doing  a  large  job  and  general  printing  business. 
He  also  conducted  a  paper  called  the  Advocate  for 
some  time,  its  object  being  to  advocate  the  prin- 
ciples of  single  tax.  For  years  he  has  made  a 
thorough  and  careful  study  of  that  subject,  and  has 
written  many  able  articles  and  also  lectured  on  the 
same.  His  arguments  are  logical  and  convincing, 
and  he  has  become  a  recognized  leader  among  the 
advocates  of  the  single  tax  in  his  section  of  the 
State.  In  politics  he  is  independent,  and  in  his  fra- 
ternal relations  is  a  member  of  the  Grange  and 
the  Knights  of  Pythias. 

Mr.  Perry  has  been  twice  married,  his  first  wife 
being  Sarah  M.  Lane,  of  Winsted,  who  died  leav- 
ing two  children:  Leslie  E..  a  telegraph  operator; 
and  Philo  B..  who  is  with  his  father  in  business. 
For  his  second  wife  ]\Ir.  Perry  married  Jessie  Davis, 
by  whom  he  has  a  son,  Harold  R. 

JARED  P.  KIX^'G,  an  energetic  and  enterprising 
contractor  and  builder  of  Waterbury.  is  one  of  the 
workers  of  that  busy  city  who  stands  out  con- 
spicuously by  reason  of  his  thorough  work  and  §ub- 
stanfial  construction.  What  he  does,  stays ;  and  he 
is  in  every  sense  a  straightforward  and  reliable 
man. 

Air.  King  was  born  Sept.  13.  1848,  in  Spring- 
field. Bradford  Co.,  Pa.,  in  which  locality  Edward 
King,  his  father,  was  a  farmer.  Edward  King  mar- 
ried Anna  Phillips,  whose  parents  came  from  Eng- 
land, and  who  died  Sept.  24,  1853.  Five  children 
came  to  them:  \'ioletta,  born  Aug.  23,  1844; 
Loiza,  born  Oct.  15,  1846:  Jared  P.,  born  Sept. 
13,  1848;  one  child,  bom  in  1850,  who  died  in  in- 
fancy; and  Lewis  E..  born  March  26,  1853.  Both 
the  daughters  reached  maturity.  One  married,  but 
did  not  live  many  years  afterward.  The  other  died 
when  a  young  lady.  Lewis  was  working  at  his  trade 
— printing — in  X'ew  York  when  his  health  gave 
way,  and  he  went  South,  where  he  died  in  1899. 
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Tie  an'I  his  wife  lived  in  New  Jersey  with  her  par- 
ents, and  they  all  preceded  him  to  the  grave.  Ed- 
ward King,  the  father,  married  again,  and  had 
several  children  hy  his  second  wife.  He  went 
^\'est  a  number  of  years  ago. 

Jared  P.  King  was  bound  out  to  an  aunt  when 
lie  was  about  five  years  old,  and  was  taken  from  his 
home  to  Staniford,  Conn.,  where  he  lived  until  ht 
was  ten  years  of  age.  In  1858  his  aunt,  who  had 
married,  moved  to  Waterbury,  and  here  Tared  P. 
finished  his  education,  and  began  his  life  work.  He 
learned  the  trade  of  carpenter  under  the  instruction 
of  A.  C.  Peck,  and  went  to  work  for  the  Waterbury 
Coal  &  Limiber  Co.,  in  their  sash  and  blind  fac- 
tor.-, remaining  with  them  some  nine  years.  Mr. 
King  found  employment  on  leaving  that  firm  with 
the  People's  Coal  &  Ice  Co.,  where  he  remained 
about  one  year.  For  three  years  he  was  with  the 
Mathew  &  W'illard  Manufacturing  Co.,  and  then 
began  business  for  himself  as  a  contractor  and 
builder.  Mr.  King  is  still  working  on  a  modest 
scale,  but  what  he  has  done  is  of  the  very  best 
character,  and  the  general  public  is  coming  to 
know  that  no  better  work  can  be  secured  in  the  city 
than  what  Mr.  King  has  to  offer. 

On  May  10,  1870,  Mr.  King  married  ^liss  Sarah 
J.  Piatt,  daughter  of  Alfred  LeGrand  Piatt.  A  his- 
tory of  the  Piatt  family  appears  elsewhere.  Air. 
and  Mrs.  King  are  the  parents  of  two  children: 
Lilian  A.,  who  was  born  June  10,  1872,  and  died 
the  same  year;  and  Rupert  A'.,  who  was  bom  Oct. 
17,  1882.  and  is  still  living. 

Mr.  King  is  a  Republican  on  general  political 
issues,  but  in  local  affairs  seeks  the  best  men  for 
the  various  positions.  He  is  a  Knight  Templar, 
and  his  connection  with  the  Masonic  fraternity  dates 
from  1876.  Two  years  before  that  date  he  united 
with  the  Odd  Fellows,  and  is  a  member  of  Town- 
send  Lodge.  He  is  also  associated  with  several  of 
the  smaller  societies.-  With  his  family  he  attends 
the  Baptist  Church. 

HAR\"EY  BEAUMOXT,  one  of  the  old  and 
popular  residents  of  the  town  of  Wallingford,  is  a 
man  whose  high  character  merits  the  esteem  in 
which  he  is  held.  A  son  of  John  and  Ann  (Tyler) 
Beaumont,  he  was  born  on  the  Beaumont  home- 
stead, }vlav  5,  1840,  and  acquired  his  education  in 
the  neighboring  district  school.  Harvey  Beaumont 
remained  on  the  family  homestead,  assisting  his 
father  in  his  farming  operations,  until  he  reached 
the  age  of  forty  vears.  In  1S80  he  bought  a  farm 
of  seventy  acres  of  Elijah  Hungerford.  and  since 
that  time  has  been  engaged  in  its  cultivation. 
A\'hile  he  is  classed  as  a  general  farmer,  he  is  work- 
ing more  and  more  into  fruit  culture.  Since  pur- 
chasing his  place  he  has  made  many  substantial  and 
attractive  improvements,  building  a  house,  barns 
and  other  structures  necessary  to  the  economical 
and  profitable  transaction  of  his  business. 

Mr.  Beaumont  was  a  soldier  in  the  Civil  war, 


and  donned  the  Union  blue  in  1862,  when  he  en- 
listed as  a  member  of  Conipanv  B.  27th  Conn.  \'.  I., 
and  spent  nine  months  in  the  service.  He  par- 
ticipated in  the  battles  of  Fredericksburg  and  Chan- 
cellorsville,  and  was  honorably  discliarged  and 
mustered  out  at  Xew  Haven. 

Mr.  Beaumont  has  been  twice  married,  Melissa 
Foster  becoming  his  wife  in  188 1.  Born  at  East 
River,  Madison,  Conn.,  she  was  a  daughter  of  Alan- 
sen  Foster,  and  died  Dec.  10,  18S2.  Julia  (Alix) 
Bailey,  his  second  wife,  was  born  in  Wallingford, 
and  was  a  daughter  of  Elihu  and  Polly  (Hull) 
Mix,  and  the  widow  of  Henry  Bailey,  of  Durham. 
One  child,  Edmund  Mix,  born  in  June,  1890,  has 
blessed  this  union.  Mr.  Beaumont  is  a  Republican, 
but  has  never  been  an  aspirant  for  ofiice.  A  pio- 
neer in  the  culture  of  tobacco,  he  has  been  very  suc- 
cessful in  that  line.  Domestic  in  his  habits  and 
quiet  in  his  tastes,  he  is  liberal  in  his  church  views 
and  upright  in  all  his  business  dealings. 

HON.  CLIFFORD  J.  ATWATER,  attorney 
and  counselor  at  law,  is  one  of  the  prominent  and 
worthy  citizens  of  Seymour.  We  will  confine  our- 
selves to  a  brief  sketch  of  his  life,  leaving  it  to  the 
readers  individually  to  supply  the  spirit  of  court- 
eousness,  integrity  and  uprightness  which  has  ever 
characterized  his  dealings  with  his  tellow  men. 

Clifford  J.  Atwater  was  born  in  Collinsville, 
Conn.,  Nov.  8,  1858.  He  is  of  English  descent, 
and  his  ancestors  were  among  the  earlv  settlers  of 
New  Haven,  in  1635.  James  Atwater,  his  father, 
was  also  born  in  Collinsville.  and  his  grandfather, 
Stephen  H.  Atwater,  was  born  in  Russell,  Mass., 
a  son  of  Benjamin  Atwater,  of  that  town.  Stephen 
H.  Atwater  was  a  farmer,  and  pursued  that  voca- 
tion in  Collinsville,  to  which  town  he  removed 
when  a  young  man,  there  residing  until  his  death, 
at  the  age  of  seventy-eight  years.  He  married 
Azubah  Barber,  who  was  born  in  Canton,  and  lived 
to  be  eighty  years  of  age.  Two  children  were  bom 
of  this  marriage.  James,  the  father  of  our  sub- 
ject, being  the  only  son.  Air.  and  Mrs.  Stephen  H. 
Atwater  were  members  of  the  Congregational 
Church  in  Collinsville. 

James  Atwater  was  reared  on  a  farm,  and  re- 
ceived his  education  in  the  Connecticut  schools. 
He  took  charge  of  the  farm  in  Collinsville.  and.  at 
the  age  of  seventy-seven  years,  still  resides  in  that 
town.  He  married  Alary  G.  Stewart,  one  of  the 
eight  children  of  James  Stewart,  a  farmer  of  Bland- 
ford,  Alass.,  who  resided  in  that  town  until  his 
death.  Two  children  were  born  of  this  union, 
namely:  Clifford  J.,  our  subject;  and  Clavton  W., 
a  prosperous  nurseryman,  residing  in  Collinsville. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  James  Atwater  are  members  of  the 
Congregational  Church,  and  beloved  by  their 
friends  and  neighbors. 

Clifford  J.  .Atwater  spent  his  early  )ears  on  the 

farm,  was  educater!  in  tb.e  Connecticut  schools,  and 

1   is  a  graduate  of  the  Collinsville  high  school.     At 
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twent)  years  of  ago  he  began  teacliing.  and  later 
entered  Bates  College,  at  Lewiston,  Maine,  where 
he  remained  until  he  graduated  from  the  academic 
course,  in  1883.  He  then  studied  law  with  \\ .  W . 
Bidwell,  of  Collinsville.  satisfactorily  passed  his 
examination,  and  was  admitted  to  the  Bar  in  Hart- 
ford in  1885,  after  which  he  took  a  short  trip  to 
South  Dakota.  Returning  to  the  East,  he  opened 
an  office  in  Xovembcr,  1885,  in  Seymour,  where 
he  has  since  followed  his  profession.  He  is  the 
only  lawyer  tliere.  and  commands  a  fine  general 
practice,  coming  in  contact  with  all  the  older  prac- 
titioners in  the  lower  end  of  the  valley,  and  practic- 
ing in  all  the  courts. 

In  politic?  Mr.  Atwater  is  a  Republican,  and  he 
has  been  a  member  of  the  Republican  conmiittee 
for  several  years.  He  has  satisfactorily  served  the 
people  in  various  capacities  for  a  number  of  years. 
In  1886  he  was  elected  tax  collector,  and  was  re- 
elected to  succeed  himself  each  year  from  1888 
to  1900,  inclusive,  his  services  covering  a  period  of 
fourteen  years  ;  he  has  also  been  juitice  of  the  peace 
since  1887,  the  same  length  of  time.  In  1898  he 
was  nominated  and  elected  to  the  Legislature,  to 
serve  two  years.  Mr.  Atwater  is  a  member  of 
Morning  Star  Lodge,  F.  &  A.  ^L,  in  which  he  has 
passed  all  the  chairs,  and  now  is  a  past  master  of 
the  lodge ;  he  is  also  a  member  of  the  Order  of 
the  Eastern  Star ;  the  Redmen ;  and  of  Mechanics 
Lodge,  I.  O.  O.  F. 

In  1890  Mr.  Atwater  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Miss  Jennie  C.  Taylor,  daughter  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Henry  M.  Taylor,  of  Seymour,  who  were 
born  in  England,  as  were  also  their  children.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Taylor  had  removed  to  Seymour  a  num- 
ber of  years  previous,  and  Mr.  Taylor  (now  de- 
ceased) successfully  conducted  a  store  which  is  now 
owned  by  his  widow.  Their  son,  Ernest  H.,  is  a 
draughtsman  with  the  Coe  Brass  Co.,  of  Ansonia. 
He  and  Jennie  C,  Mrs.  Atwater,  were  the  only 
children  of  Mr.  and  ^Irs.  Taylor. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Clifford  J.  Atwater  are  devout 
and  active  members  of  the  Seymour  Congregational 
Church,  and  for  the  past  twelve  years  he  has  been 
treasurer  of  that  church  and  society.  He  has  been 
superintendent  of  the  Sunday-school  for  a  number 
of  years,  and  renders  valuable  service  to  both  church 
and  Sunday-school. 

FREDERICK  XEWTOX  BRADLEY  is  a 
prominent  manufacturer  and  citizen  of  Derby, 
wliere  he  was  born  June  10,  1835.  He  comes  of 
en  old  Connecticut  family.  His  first  American 
progenitor,  William  Bradley,  came  to  this  coun- 
try from  England  about  i'>37.  and  settled  in  Say- 
brook.  Some  of  William's  descendants  settled  in 
West  Haven,  where  they  became  owners  of  a  large 
tract  of  land. 

Tracing  down  the  fam!!y  lineage  to  more  recent 
times,  the  genealogist  reaches  the  name  of  Enos 
Bradley,    the   great-grandfather   of    Frederick    X., 


a  fanner,  who  lived  and  died  in  Derby.  His  son. 
Abijah  Bradley,  was  also  born  there.  He  was 
a  blacksmith  by  trade,  and  a  citizen  of  prominence, 
being  commissioned  a  captain  in  the  State  militia. 
as  is  shown  by  documentary  evidence  in  the  pos- 
session of  his  grandion.  He  married  Polly  Bas- 
sett,  and  they  became  the  parents  of  eight  chil- 
dren: David  (father  of  Frederick  X.),  Ira,  Henry, 
Abijah,  Charles,  George,  Edward  and  Maria.  Ira 
and  Henry  were  woolen  manufacturers  in  South 
Britain ;  Ira  died  Sept.  10,  1900.  Abijah  was  a 
grocer  in  X'ew  Haven.  Charles  was  a  farmer  in 
Seymour.  George  was  at  first  an  augermaker,  and 
later  a  woodworker.  Edward  was  a  carpenter  and 
builder  in  Derby.  Maria  married  Dan  Finn,  a 
prosperous  farmer  of  Milford. 

David  Bradley  was  born  and  reared  in  Derby. 
He  learned  the  trade  of  a  joiner,  and  was  esteemed 
one  of  the  most  skillful  workmen  of  his  time. 
He  formed  a  partnership  with  Agur  Gilbert,  in 
connection  with  whom  he  established  a  sash  and 
blind  factory,  on  the  stream — Two  Mile  brook — 
which  forms  the  boundary  line  between  the  towns 
of  Orange  and  Derby.  They  began  in  a  modest 
way,  their  first  structure  covering  an  area  of  but 
20  by  30  feet,  and  being  only  two  stories  high. 
Theirs,  however,  was  the  only  factory  of  its  kind 
outside  of  X'ew  Haven,  and  the  second  to  be  erected 
in  the  county.  It  is  no  cause  for  surprise,  there- 
fore, that  their  business  prospered  and  grew.  Grad- 
ually the  plant  was  eidarged  as  the  development  of 
business  demanded,  until  it  reached  its  present  ex- 
tensive proportions.  In  politics  David  Bradley  was 
originally  an  "Old-line"  Whig,  and  later  a  Re- 
publican. He  married  Susan  C,  daughter  of  Elias 
Clark,  a  farmer  of  Oxford,  and  they  had  two  chil- 
dren, Frederick  X.,  our  subject,  and  Sarah  Fran- 
sania.  Mr.  Bradley  died  May  29,  1885 ;  his  widow 
survived  until  June  i,  1899,  reaching  the 
venerable  age  of  ninety  years.-  She  traced  her  de- 
scent back   to  Thomas   Hooker. 

Frederick  X.  Bradley  received  his  early  educa- 
tion at  the  Derby  common  schools  and  the  Bir- 
mingham high  school.  At  the  age  of  eighteen  he 
entered  his  father's  sash  and  blind  factory,  with 
a  view  of  becoming  thoroughly  familiar  with  all 
the  details  of  the  business,  mechanical  as,  well  as 
commercial.  He  has  succeeded  his  father  in  its 
management  and  control,  and  under  his  judicious 
conduct  of  affairs  the  business  has  suffered  no  im- 
pairment. Mr.  Bradley,  however,  has  a  natural 
fondness  for  the  soil,  and  besides  being  a  manu- 
facture is  a  successful  farmer.  Originally  he 
cultivated  fifteen  acres,  but  his  holdings  have  since 
been  enlarged  to  twenty-five  acres.  In  one  respect 
his  life  may  be  said  to  present  somewhat  of  an 
anomaly:  he  has  been  an  active  politician  and  a 
consistent  Christian.  He  is  an  ardent  Republican 
and  a  zealous  worker  in  the  cause  of  his  party, 
having  organized  various  clu])s  and  in  other  ways 
promoted  Republican  success.     He  is  held  in  high 
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esteem  in  Der'iv,  and  15  now  i'jv  the  fourth  time 
representing  the  Third  ward  of  the  city  in  the  city 
board  of  aldermen,  his  present  term  commencing^ 
Oct.  I,  1901.  He  has  also  held  a  high  place  in  the 
counsels  of  the  Congregational  Church,  and  has 
served  on  the  committee  of  the  Society  of  the  First 
Church  for  fourteen  years. 

In  May,  1873,  Mr.  Bradley  married  j\Iiss  Louise 
G.  Hooper,  a  daughter  of  Henry  A.  and  Caroline 
Hooper,  of  Ansonia.  Xo  children  have  been  born 
to  them. 

It  is  of  interest  to  note,  incidentally,  that  Mr. 
Bradley  was  a  schoolmate  and  boyhood  "chum" 
■of  Gen.  Wheeler,  the  dashing  Confederate  cavalry 
leader  and  at  present  distinguished  major  general 
in  the  United  States  army. 

HENRY  ELSWORTH  BALDWIN,  a  leading 
agriculturist  of  the  town  of  Milford,  was  born  Sept. 
3,  1847,  ^t  his  present  homestead,  son  of  Charles 
J.  Baldwin. 

The  Baldwins  are  of  pioneer  stock,  members 
of  the  family  having  settled  in  Hadley,  Alass.,  at 
an  early  day,  and  our  subject  is  a  descendant  of 
Joseph  Baldwin,  who  was  born  in  Milford  in  1640.- 
Joshua  Baldwin,  our  subject's  great-grandfather, 
was  a  resident  of  Milford,  and  among  the  inscrip- 
tions in  an  old  Bible  is  the  following:  "Joshua 
Baldwin,  His  Bible,  God  give  him  grace  therein  to 
look:  Bought  November  the  3,  1756.  on  Wednes- 
day. I  was  bom  December  14th,  in  the  year  1726, 
■on  Wednesday  morning.  My  honored  mother, 
Elizabeth  Baldwin,  departed  this  life  November  the 
20  day  about  6  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  and  in 
the  year  1753  :  which  was  the  fifty  second  year  of 
Tier  age."  A  pair  of  Joshua's  shoes,  used  in  his  in- 
fancy,  are  now  in  the  possession  of  George  E.  Bald- 
win, of  Milford. 

Hezekiah  Baldwin,  our  subject's  grandfather, 
married  Mary  Ann  Hine,  and  settled  on  the  present 
homestead.  He  had  ten  children,  as  follows:  Heze- 
kiah, who  was  a  farmer  all  his  life;  Charles  J., 
our  subject's  father ;' Elijah,  a  farmer  in  Alilford: 
Mary,  who  married  Joseph  Beard,  a  farmer  of  \Mil- 
ford :  Betsey,  who  married  William  Stowe.  a  farm- 
er of  Milford :  Abby,  who  married  Lewis  Smith,  a 
fanner  in  Milford:  Martha,  who  married  Rogers 
Beard,  a  carpenter  in  Milford;  Sally,  who  married 
Charles  Beardsley,  a  farmer  in  Stratford :  Anna, 
who  married  Addison  Beard,  a  farmer;  and  Cath- 
erine, who  married  Nathan  C.  Tomlinson,  of  Mil- 
ford. 

Charles  J.  Baldwin,  the  father  of  our  subject, 
was  born  in  Milford  Sept.  30.  1812,  and  passed  his 
life  in  the  town,  locating  at  the  pre.^ent  homestead 
after  his  marriage.  He  died  March  21,  i8<)i.  He 
iTiarried  Eunice  Baldwin,  who  was  born  Mav  22, 
1814,  daughter  of  Elnathan  Baldwin,  a  farmer  in 
Milford,  and  died  Feb.  25,  1S76.  Thev  had  four 
chilvlren :  Charles  Watson,  born  April  Q.  1840. 
resides  in  Milford;  William  H.,  born  April  7,  1846, 


died  March  nj,  1851  ;  Henr\'  Elsworth  is  mentioned 
below;  George  Edwin,  born  Sept.  16,  1851,  is  em- 
ployed by  the  New  York,  New  Haven  &  Hart- 
ford Railway  Co. 

Henry  Elsworth  Baldwin  was  eduucated  in  the 
district  schools  near  his  home,  and  in  a  private 
school  in  Milford  village,  and  has  been  engaged  in 
general  farming  since  early  manhood.  His  farm 
presents  a  most  attractive  appearance,  the  buildings 
being  tasteful  and  commodious,  and  everything 
about  the  place  suggesting  business-like  manage- 
ment. In  politics  he  is  a  Republican,  and  socially 
he  is  identified  with  the  I.  O.  O.  F.  at  Milford. 

On  Nov.  18,  1875,  Mr.  Baldwin  married  Miss 
Georgiana  Lewis,  who  was  born  in  Bridgeport  Oct. 
I,  1851,  daughter  of  Edwin  Lewis,  and  grand- 
daughter of  Everett  and  Julia  A.  (Knapp)  Lewis. 
The  line  of  descent  in  the  Knapp  family  has  been 
traced  through  several  generations.  ]Mrs.  Julia  A. 
(  Knapp)  Lewis,  who  was  born  March  30,  1806,  and 
died  Dec.  3,  1867,  was  a  daughter  of  Ephraim 
Knapp,  born  Nov.  25,  1779,  and  his  wife,  Sarah  E., 
born  April   17,   1782,  died  Sept.  29,   1847.     Edwin 
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who  was  a  tailor  and  cutter  bv  trade,  was 


born  in  Stratford,  Conn.,  in  1830,  and  died  July  4, 
1857.  His  wife,  Emily  Stow,  was  born  in  Mil- 
ford Aug.  6,  1830,  daughter  of  Capt.  Elisha  Hop- 
kins Stow,  and  died  Oct.  25,  1878.  Capt.  Stow, 
born  Jan.  9,  1798,  son  of  Capt.  Samuel  Stow,  fol- 
lowed the  sea,  as  did  his  father,  and  died  July  12, 
1879.  He  married  Susan  Davidson,  who  was  born 
Sept.  29,  1802,  and  died  Jan.  20,  1879;  she  was  the 
daughter  of  Richard  Treat  and  Mary  Stow  David- 
son. 

CHARLES  SHUBEL  BRADLEY,  farmer,  ice 
dealer,  etc..  of  Branford,  one  of  the  most  popular 
citizens  of  that  locality,  is  native  there,  having- 
been  born  at  the  Bradlev  homestead  on  Cherry 
Hill  April  3,  1858. 

Timothy  and  Sarah  (Goodsell)  Bradley,  his  pa- 
ternal   great-grandparents,    lived    in    the    house    in 
Branford  now  occupied  by  Seth  Thomas  Bradley. 
Their  son,  Timothy  Bradley,  grandfather  of  Charles 
S.,  was  a  farmer,  sailor  and  vessel  owner,  for  many 
years  coasting  along  the  Atlantic  shores.    He  made 
his  home  in  Branford.     He  married  Irene  Gordon, 
daughter  of  Alexander  and  Irene  Gordon,  of  Bran- 
ford, and  children  as  follows  were  born  to  them : 
James;   Irene,   Mrs.   William   Bryan;   Nancv,   who 
;   was   thrice   married,   her   husbands   being,   respect- 
I   ively,  Sylvester  Harrison,  Henry  Linsley  and  Will- 
I   iam   Bryan;   Lydia,   who  was  twice  married,   first 
i   to  .Alden  Pardee,  and  second  to  Benjamin  Linsley; 
i    Sally.  Mrs.  James  Waddell ;  Mary,  Mrs.  Elias  Lins- 
i   ley;  Major  Seth;  and  Gurdon. 

I  Gurdon  Bradley,  father  of  Charles  S.,  was  born 

j   in  Branford  Sept.  27,  1819,  and  as  will  be  seen  was 

the   voungest  of  the  familv.     He  began   life  as  a 

farmer,  also  owned  a  ve?.-el  and  followed  the  coast 

I    fur  three  winters,  in  addition  to  which   for  many 
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years  he  conducted  a  saw  and  grist  mill,  and  took 
contracts  for  the  building  of  cellars,  removing  of 
buildings,  etc.,  while  for  upward  ot  twenty  years  he 
was  engaged  in  the  ice  business.  On  July  29,  1843, 
he  married  Anna  Maria,  daughter  of  Samuel  and  • 
Esther  (Tyler)  Spinks,  of  Branford,  and  to  this 
union  were  born  fourteen  children,  as  follows : 
Ebenezer  T.,  deceased ;  a  son  that  died  in  infancy , 
Esther  'M.,  Mrs.  Sherman  Holcomb ;  Betsy,  ]\Irs. 
Charles  N.  Holcomb;  Willis;  Richard;  Eliza  A., 
Mrs.  Charles  E.  Bunnell;  Albert  C,  deceased;  A. 
Gurdon,  deceased ;  F.  Cline  ;  Charles  S. ;  John  H. ; 
Lee  A.,  deceased:  and  Robert  L.,  deceased. 

Charles  S.  Bradley,  .our  subject,  was  educated 
in  the  public  schools  of  Branford,  and  commenced 
his  bi:siness  career  as  a  farmer.  Since  1882  he 
has,  in  connection  with  his  agricultural  pursuits, 
been  extensively  engaged  in  the  ice  business.  He 
has  met  with  the  prosperity  his  care  and  attention 
deserve,  and  is  looked  upon  as  one  of  the  county's 
substantial  citizens. 

On  Oct.  6,  1888,  :\rr.  Bradley  married  Sarah 
.Kerr,  daughter  of  Richard  and  Oiristiana  (Kerr) 
Kerr,  of  Branford,  and  they  have  two  children. 
Fern  and  Gurdon.  The  family  attend  the  services 
of  the  Episcopal  Church.  Socially  our  subject  is 
affiliated  with  the  K.  of  P.,  Woodland  Lodge,  No. 
39,  and  the  Woodmen  of  the  World,  Sycamore 
Camp,  Xo.  5.  In  politics  he  is  a  Democrat.  In 
1896  he  was  elected  a  representative  to  the  State 
Legislature,  and  was  honored  with  re-election  in 
1898.  In  1899  he  was  elected  selectman  of  Bran- 
ford. 

CHARLES  J.  PIERPONT,  city  water  in- 
spector' of  W^aterbury,  was  born  Feb.  9,  1847,  '-'^ 
the  town  of  \\'aterbury,  on  a  farm,  son  of  Charles 
J.  Pierpont.  Sr.,  who  is  mentioned  elsewhere. 

Charles  J.  Pierpont  passed  his  youth  on  the 
home  farm,  attending  the  district  school  in  winter 
until  sixteen  years  of  age ;  he  subsequently  attended 
school  in  Cheshire,  and  later  the  Waterbury  high 
school,  and  taught  three  years  prior  to  reaching  his 
majority.  At  the  age  of  twenty  he  managed  a 
farm  in  the  town  of  Watertown  for  one  season,  and 
then  went  to  live  on  the  farm  with  his  grandpar- 
ents, in  the  town  of  Waterbury,  for  four  years. 
For  the  next  fourteen  years  he  had  charge  of  the 
outside  department  of  Holmes,  Booth  &  Hayden's 
extensive  concern,  and  then  became  bookkeeper  and 
timekeeper  for  Flovd  B.  Smith,  contractor  and 
builder,  with  whom  he  remained  four  years.  Since 
then,  for  the  past  ten  years,  he  has  filled  the  office 
of  city  water  inspector. 

On  Feb.  23,  1873,  ]\Ir.  Pierpont  married  !Miss 
Juliet  yi.  Bolster,  a  native  of  Waterbury,  and  a 
daughter  of  Col.  Levi  and  Mercia  (Warner)  Bol- 
ster. She  v/as  a  public-school  teacher  at  the  time 
of  her  marriage.  Col.  Levi  Bolster  wa=;  born  in 
South  Paris,  Maine,  and  his  v/ife  in  Waterbury, 
Conn.     She  was  a  direct  descendant  of  Rev.  John 


Southmayd,  of  \\"aterlniry.  The  Bolsters  \\xre  of 
i  Welsh  extraction,  and  many  of  the  family  were 
deacons  in  the  Presbyterian  Church.  Isaac  Bolster, 
,  father  of  Col.  Levi,  married  Hannah  Cushman. 
The  Cushmans  were  among  the  earliest  of  the  Puri- 
tans to  arrive  at  Plymouth  settlement. 

In  politics  JMr.  Pierpont  is  a  Democrat,  and 
does  his  full  share  in  promoting  the  interests  of 
his  party.  Fraternally  he  is  a  member  of  the 
Ancient  Order  of  United  Workmen.  Mr.  and 
j\lrs.  Pierpont  and  their  child,  Anna,  are  members 
of  the  Episcopal  Church,  in  the  affairs  of  which 
they  are  all  active  and  deeply  interested. 

ERNST  HERRMANN,  keeper  of  the  light- 
house on  Faulkner's  Island,  is  a  native  of  Germany, 
born  Dec.  31,.  1853,  in  Nieder  Seifersdorf. 

Aaron  Chrenfried  Herrmann,  his  father,  is  also 
a  native  of  that  place,  where  he  still  resides,  en- 
gaged in  farming.  He  married  Alary  Bartel,  of  the 
same  town,  and  five  children  were  born  to  them : 
Ernst,  our  subject;  Louisa,  widow  of  Ernest  Ha- 
mann;  Carl,  living  at  the  old  home;  Paulina,  Mrs. 
Schmidt;  and  William,  residing  at  the  old  home. 
who  is  a  game-keeper.  The  family  are  all  mem- 
bers of  the  Lutheran  Church. 

Ernst  Herrmann  acquired  a  good  education  in 
the  schools  of  his  native  land,  meanwhile  assisting 
his  father  on  the  farm  until  fourteen  years  of  age. 
For  the  next  three  years  he  was  engaged  as  ap- 
prentice at  blacksmithing,  following  with  one  year's 
apprenticeship  to  the  machinist's  trade.  In  1872, 
believing  that  his  ambition  and  enterprise  would 
find  wider  scope  in  America,  he  came  to  this  coun- 
try, going  first  to  Liverpool,  where  he  embarked  on 
the  steamer  "England,"  bound  for  New  York.  He 
found  employment  at  blacksmithing  and  locksmith- 
ing,  receiving  $S  per  week  for  his  services,  and  was 
thus  engaged  until  1875,  when  he  returned  to  Ger- 
many on  a  short  visit  to  his  parents.  On  his  re- 
turn to  New  York  he  embarked  in  the  flry-goods 
business,  in  partnership  with  a  Mr.  ^Mirschel,  and 
continued  in  that  line,  in  New  York  and  on  Long 
Island,  until  1878,  when  he  removed  to  Northport, 
L.I.  There  he  engaged  in  blacksmithing  on  his 
own  account  for  one  year,  and  the  following  year 
worked  for  Stehling  &  Co.,  at  Lloyd's  Neck.  L.  I., 
thence  returning  to  Northport,  where  for  about  ten 
vears  he  was  employed  at  his  trade  by  a  Mr.  Dela- 
mater.  In  18S9,  under  President  Harrison,  he  re- 
ceived the  appointment  of  assistant  keeper  of  the 
lighthouse  at  Eton's  Neck,  a  position  he  held  for 
fifteen  months,  at  the  end  of  that  time  receiving  ap- 
pointment to  his  present  position,  in  which  he  has 
since  been  continuously  retained.  He  succeeded 
Capt.  Jones.  Mr.  Herrmann  has  given  general 
satisfaction  in  the  discharge  of  his  duties,  and  per- 
sonally he  has, by  his  genial  disposition  and  obliging 
manner,  won  the  friendship  and  good-will  of  all 
with  whom  he  has  come  in  contact.  Msitors  to  the 
island  are  always  cordially  received. 
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On  F«b.  22,  1883,  l\Ir.  Herrmann  married,  at 
Eton's  Neck,  L.  I.,  Miss  Tillie  J.  Mason,  who  was 
born  at  that  place,  onl}^  child  of  Richard  and  INIary 
(Wilson)  Mason,  natives  of  Ireland,  who  are  still 
livingf  at  Eaton's  Xeck.  They  are  members  of  the 
Episcopal  Church.  Two  children  have  been  born 
to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Herrmann:  Frederick  Mason, 
Aug.  II,  1886;  and  Herbert  William,  July  26,  1889. 
Both  are  attending  school  in  Guilford.  In  political 
sentiment  our  subject  is  a  Republican.  His  relig- 
ious connection  is  with  the  Lutheran  Church,  ]\Irs. 
Herrmann  holding  membership  in  the  Third  Con- 
gregational Church  of  Guilford.  She  is  an  intelli- 
gent woman,  and  has  proved  an  able  helpmeet  to 
her  husband,  whose  progressiveness  and  public 
spirit  entitle  him  to  rank  among  the  substantial, 
valuable  citizens  of  his  adopted  place. 

HENRY  BRISTOL  CURTISS,  one  of  the 
leading  citizens  of  Cheshire,  whose  time  and  at- 
tention are  devoted  to  market  gardening  and  fruit 
growing,  was  born  in  that  town,  Aug.  26,  1846,  a 
son  of  Orrin  and  Sally  (Bristol)  Curtiss,  both  of 
English  descent,  and  natives  of  New  Haven  county. 

John  C.  Curtiss.  father  of  Orrin  Curtiss,  was 
born  in  Meriden,  this  county,  a  son  of  John  C.  Cur- 
tiss, Sr.,  a  native  of  England,  and  an  early  settler 
of  Meriden,  where  he  followed  fanning  through- 
out life.  In  early  manhood  young  John  went  to 
Yalesville,  and  later  removed  to  Wallingford.  where 
he  died  in  1846.  By  occupation  he  was  a  farmer. 
His  children  were  as  follows:  John  C.  (3)  ;  Mary, 
wife  of  John  Hitchcock;  Orrin,  mentioned  below; 
William ;  and  Harvey. 

Orrin  Curtiss,  son  of  John  C,  was  born  in 
Wallingford  in  1800,  and  was  reared  and  educated 
in  his  native  town.  Throughout  his  active  life  he 
engaged  in  farming  in  Cheshire,  where  he  owned 
a  good  farm,  and  where  he  died  Sept.  24,  iSSi.  He 
married  Sally  Bristol,  who  was  born  in  Cheshire  in 
1803,  and  died  Feb.  23,  1879.  She  was -a  daughter 
of  Thomas  and  Sarah  (Parker)  Bristol,  who  were 
both  born  in  Wallingford,  but  who  spent  the  greater 
part  of  their  lives  as  farming  people  in  Cheshire; 
the  father  died  Feb.  13,  1814,  and  the  mother  in 
October,  1847.  To  Orrin  Curtiss  and  his  wife  were 
born  the  following  children :  Jerusha,  now  Mrs. 
William  Parker,  of  Wallingford :  Elizabeth,  w'ho 
died  in  Cheshire  in  May,  1S49;  Cornelia,  wife  of 
Edwin  Parker,  who  died  in  Wallingford ;  Julia,  de- 
ceased wife  of  James  T.  Harry,  of  Cheshire :  James 
J.,  a  resident  of  Meriden ;  William  O.,  of  Walling- 
ford;  Henry  B. ;  Edgar  A.,  who  died  in  ^liddle- 
town,  Conn. ;  and  Jane,  wife  of  James  Johnson,  of 
"Cheshire. 

Henry  B.  Curtiss  is  indebted  to  the  schools  of 
Cheshire  for  his  educational  privileges,  and  since 
starting  out  in  life  for  himself  has  engaged  in  farm- 
ing and  gardening  in  that  town,  now  owning  what 
is  known  as  the  Jinney  Hiil  farm.  At  one  time  ho 
also  worked  in  shops  at  3.1eriuen,  but  now  gives  his 


entire  lime  lu  agricultural  pursuits,  making  a  spec'- 
aliy  of  fruit  growing  aiid  market  gardening.  He  is 
a  wide-awake,  energetic  business  man  and  thor- 
oughly understands  the  occupation  he  has  chosen  as 
a  life  work. 

In  1887,  in  Cheshire,  Air.  Curtiss  was  united  in 
'  marriage  with   iliss   Louisa  Birkley,   who  died  in 
j  March,  1899,  and  in  June,  1899,  he  was  again  mar- 
ried, his  second  miion  being  with  Miss  Katie  Eliza 
Williams,  a  native  of  Cheshire,  and  a  daughter  of 
Thomas    Williams,   was   born   in   Relubbus,    Corn- 
wall, England,  and  had  been  in  America  only  three 
years  when  he  died,  Sept.  16,  1869,  aged  thirty-one 
years.     Airs.  Curtiss  was  born  in  the  home  where 
she  now  lives,  and  where  her  father  died.     Lucy 
;  A.    (Rice)    Williams,   mother   of    Mrs.    Curtiss,    is 
I  now    the    wife    of    "\Villiam  King,  and  resides   in 
I  Cheshire;  she  is  a  native  of  the  town,  daughter  of 
!  Amos  and  Lucy  (Beach)  Rice,  natives  of  \'erniont 
and  Connecticut  respectively. 

RICHARD  TENNANT,  than  whom  Scotland 
i  has  not  contributed  to  this  country  a  more  reliable 
i  and  upright  man,  was  born  in  West  Linton,  Scot- 
I  land,  Dec.  31,  1844,  and  received  a  broad  and  thor- 
ough education  along  mechanical  lines  in  his  own 
,  country  before  ever  setting  foot  on  American  soil. 
Robert  Tennant,  his  father,    never    came    to    this 
country,    but    lived   and   died   near   West   Linton, 
j  where  he  was  born,  and  where  all  his  life  he  fol- 
'  lowed   farming,   which  was  the  occupation  of  the 
Tennants  for  many  generations  back. 

Richard  Tennant  spent  his  boyhood  and  youth 
,  on  the  Scottish  homestead,  and  availed  himself  of 
the  opportunities  of  education  presented  by  the  local 
i  schools.     After  attaining  his  majority  he  went  to 
;  Glasgow  and  served  three  years  as  an  apprentice  to 
'  the  machinist's   trade,   at   the    Neilson   Locomotive 
'  Works.     Howden  &  Co.,  marine  engineers,  had  the 
!  young  man  in  their  employ  for  two  years,  and  he 
j  was   then   with   the   London-Glasgow   Engineering 
Co.  one  year.     By  this  time  Air.  Tennant  had  be- 
come an  experienced  and  thoroughly  efficient  ma- 
I  chinist,  and  his  services  were  in  demand.    King  & 
Co.,   a  celebrated   engineering  house,   counted  him 
among  their  ablest  employes.     Only  the  desire  to 
come  to  this  country,  where  many  of  his  compa- 
,  triots  had  already  reaped  a  rich  reward  for  their 
courage  and  enterprise,  induced  him  to  break  away 
from  this  firm.     In  1871  Air.  Tennant  came  to  the 
United  States,  and  located  in  Paterson,  N.  J.,  where 
he  was  in  the  employ  of  the  Rogers  Locomotive 
Works  until  the  close  of  the  \-ear  1873,  and  in  the 
following  spring  he  came  to  Connecticut,  working 
for  three  months  in  Ansonia,  and  then  for  a  year 
m  Seymour,  with  the  Swan  Bit  Co.     Air.  Tciniant 
then  returned  to  Ansonia  and  engaged  with  Wal- 
lace &  Sons  until  January,   1888,  in  which  month 
he  came  to  Waterbury  to  take  a  position  with  the 
Scii\il!    Manutacturinu    C',>.,    where    he    is    still    ai 
work.     For  a  vear   Air.   Tennant  was  master  me- 


5096 


COMMEMORATIVE   BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


chanic  for  the  Aluminum  l^rass  &  Bronze  Co.,  at 
■  Bridgeport,  and  with  that  exception  has  been  with 
the  Scovill  Co.  since  coming  to  Waterhury. 

On  June  27,  1867,  Mr.  Tennant  married  Miss 
Helen  B.  Duncan,  who  was  born  in  Perth,  Scot- 
land, a  daughter  of  Stewart  Duncan,  a  merchant  of 
that  city.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Tennant  are  the  parents  of 
four  children :  Mary  D.,  Robert.  George  B.,  and 
Agnes  A.  George  graduated  with  the  class  of  1900 
from  the  Academic  Department  of  Yale  College. 
In  political  faith  Mr.  Tennant  is  a  Republican.  He 
is  a  member  of  the  Roxal  Arcanum,  and  of  the  Con- 
gregational Church. 

CHRISTOPHER  KELLEY,  a  well-known 
citizen  of  Ansonia,  now  living  in  retirement,  is  a 
worthy  representative  of  the  Irish  race,  from  which 
so  many  of  the  leading  busine.-^s  men  of  tiie  day 
are  descended.  He  was  born  April  9,  1828,  in  DuId- 
lin,  Ireland,  son  of  Thomas  Kelley.  and  grandson 
of  Thomas  Kelley.  Thomas  Kelley,  the  father, 
■who  was  a  farmer  by  occupation,  died  in  Ireland 
Aug.  15,  1832,  aged  forty  years,  and  his  wife.  Julia 
(Dane),  a  native  of  Dublin,  died  in  Rhode  Island 
at  the  age  of  seventy.  This  worthy  couple  had  but 
one  child,   our  jubject. 

Mr.  Kelley  was  only  four  years  old  when  his 
father  died,  and  at  the  age  of  twenty  he  came  to 
America  with  his  young  wife,  leaving  Dublin  Xov. 
22,  1848,  a  week  after  their  marriage.  The  voyage 
was  made  on  a  sailing  vessel,  and  it  was  not  until 
Jan.  27,  1849,  that  they  landed  in  New  York.  On 
March  27  our  subject  entered  the  employ  of  Gen. 
Clark  Wooster.  in  the  axe  factory  at  Humphreys- 
ville.  New  Haven  Co.,  Conn.,  where  he  remained 
about  fifteen  years.  He  then  spent  two  years  and 
three  months  in  Collinsville,  and  later  was  em- 
ployed in  Colt's  Armory,  in  Hartford.  He  was 
one  of  those  chosen  to  carry  Col.  Colt  to  his  grave. 
For  a  time  he  worked  in  the  Colburn.  axe  factory 
at  Ansonia,  remaining  until  the  firm  went  out  of 
business,  and  after  a  short  period  with  Wallace  & 
Sons  he  spent  ten  years  in  the  clock  shop.  The 
next  seven  years  were  spent  with  Wallace  &  Sons, 
and  in  1884  he  retired,  limiting  his  business  in- 
terests to  the  care  of  his  real  estate,  his  investments 
in  that  line  being  numerous.  His  first  purchase 
was  the  Colburn  house  on  High  street,  and  later  he 
built  his  present  residence,  at  Xo.  6  Franklin  street, 
and  the  house  adjoining,  while  at  various  times  he 
has  bought  houses  and  stores  in  the  town.  Polit- 
ically he  is  a  Democrat,  and  he  and  his  family  are 
members  of  the  Catholic  Church  at  Ansonia. 

On  Nov.  17,  1848,  Mr.  Kelley  married  Miss 
Eliza  Morriss,  daughter  of  Capt.  William  Morriss 
and  granddaughter  of  William  Morriss,  a  lifelong 
resident  of  Ireland.  Her  father,  who  died  aged 
sixty-six  years,  was  taken  to  sea  during  the  re- 
bellion of  1798.  and  after  spending  twenty-one  years 
on  board  a  man-of-war  Ixcanie  captain  of  a  coa.-t 
guard.     Her  mother,   Mrs.   Alary  A.    (Blackburn) 


Murriss,  who  died  aged  thirty-ciglit.  was  one  of  the 
fourteen  children  of  James  and  Mary  Ann  (Wall) 
Blackburn,  the  former  of  whom  was  a  well-known 
resident  of  Dublin  in  his  day,  being  an  extensive 
land  owner  and  builder ;  for  many  years  he  was 
janitor  of  the  Temple  there.  Mr.  Blackburn  died 
in  1832,  aged  sixty  years,  Capt.  William  Morriss 
and  his  wife  had  thirteen  children,  and  their  sons 
were  prominent  shipbuilders.  Of  this  family  are 
mentioned  Isabella  (deceased),  who  married  Steven 
Murphy;  Eliza,  Mrs.  Kelley:  Rebecca:  Theresa, 
who  married  Michael  Kenny  (deceased)  ;  Will- 
iam: and  Michael,  who  went  to  Australia  in  1845. 
The  parents  were  devout  members  of  the  Catholic 
Church,  and  the  children  were  reared  in  that  faith. 
Ten  children  have  brightened  our  subject's 
home,  nine  of  whom  are  living:  ( i)  Mary  A.  mar- 
ried William  McCarthy,  a  plumber  in  Ansonia, 
and  has  had  eleven  children,  of  whom  are  living 
William,  Mary,  Freddie,  Sadie,  Christopher, 
Johnny,  Albert.  Lizzie,  Rebecca  and  Agnes.  Of 
these,  William  married  and  has  one  son,  Frederick, 
so  that  our  subject  is  a  great-grandfather.  (2) 
Julia  married  Thomas  Scallion,  a  machinist,  and 
has  one  child.  Belle.  (3)  Lizzie  married  James 
Beasley,  of  Rome,  N.  Y.,  and  has  three  children. 
William.  James  and  Charlotte.  (4)  William,  a 
prominent  physician  in  Flint,  Mich.,  married  Ella 
Graham,  of  Xew  York,  now  deceased.  (5)  Thom- 
as is  married  and  resides  in  Bridgeport.  (6) 
Christopher,  Jr.,  is  professor  of  Surgery  and  Clin- 
ical Surgery  in  the  Grand  Rapids  Medical  College, 
Grand  Rapids,  Mich.  (7)  Charles,  a  machinist, 
in  Ansonia,  married  Aliss  Annie  McGee,  and  has 
six  children,  Bessie,  May,  Charley.  Christopher, 
William  and  Winnifred.  (8)  Frederick  M.  is  a 
bookkeeper  in  Grand  Rapids,  Mich.  (9)  Rebecca 
resides  at  home. 

LUCIUS  NICHOLS  BEARDSLEY,  M.  D. 
(deceased),  was  one  of  the  most  honored  medical 
practitioners  of  this  section,  and  was  in  active  prac- 
tice for  forty  years. 

1  Dr.  Beardsley  was  Ixirn  Oct.  8,   1814,  in  Mon- 

roe, -Fairfield  Co.,  Conn.,  and  was  of  English'  de- 

i  scent.  His  father.  Agur  Beardsley,  was  a  native 
of  Huntington,  Conn.,  born  June  12,  1791,  and  be- 
came a  farmer  by  occupation,  much  of  his  life  hav-' 
ing  been  spent  in  Monroe.  He  died  Xov.  18.  1872, 
at  Easton.  Conn.,  aged  eighty-one  years  and  five 
months.  For  many  years  he  was  a  deacon  in  the 
Congregational  Church  of  Monroe.  His  wife,  Lu- 
cinda  Xichols,  was  born  Sept.  8,  1794,  m  Trum- 
bull, Conn.,  and  died  in  Bridgeport,  Sept.  8,  1864. 
Dr.  Beardsley  was  reared  in  Monroe,  and  as  a' 
young  man  taught  school  for  some  time.  At  twen- 
ty-three he  was  grafluated  from  Yale  Medical  Col- 
lege, and  began  practice  in  Milford,  where  he  con- 
tinued till  his  health  failed,  and  he  died  in  West 
Haven  Xov.  22.  1880.  He  had  treated  three  gen- 
erations,  and   was   regarded   as   a   father  by  many 
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to  whom  his  wise  niul  Kiiullv  counsel  hail  Lroui^ht 
relief  at  some  critical  moment.  His  advice  was 
often  sought  by  his  fellow  practitioners,  and  when 
he  finally  retired  at  the  earnest  solicitation  of  his 
wife  he  was  obliged  to  leave  town  in  order  to  se- 
cure complete  rest.  For  the  last  few  years  of  his 
life  he  went  to  the  Southern  states,  or  the  Bahama 
Islands  in  winter,  and  foimd  in  their  milder  climate 
some  relief  from  the  lung  trouble  which  conquered 
him  at  last.  His  influence  in  local  politics  was 
marked,  as  he  was  one  of  the  stanch  Republicans 
of  the  town,  and  for  many  years  he  was  postmaster 
in  Milford.  In  religious  work  he  also  took  great 
interest  as  a  member  of  the  Plymouth  Church,  of 
.Milford. 

Dr.  Beardslex-  married  (first)  Miss  Betsey  Ann 
Coley,  who  was  born  in  Xew  York  Citv  May  30, 
1815,  and  died  in  Miiford  Nov.  24,  1861).  She  was 
the  daughter  of  Ebenezer  and  Amelia  (  Sanford ) 
Coley,  who  were  married  Oct.  10,  1810.  Her  fa- 
ther, who  was  a  school  teacher  in  Xew  York,  was 
born  in  Redding,  Fairfield  Co.,  Conn.,  May  17, 
1781,  and  died  .April  5,  1816.  By  the  Doctor's 
first  marriage  he  liad  two  sons  and  one  daugh- 
ter: Maria  Elizabeth,  born  May  25.  1842.  died 
of  scarlet  fever  March  10,  1847:  George  Lucius, 
bom  at  Miiford  May  12,  1848,  is  now  practicing 
medicine  in  Derby ;  and  W'illiam  Ldgar.  born  at 
Miiford  Nov.  6,  1850,  is  a  physician  in  Brooklyn. 
X.  Y.-  For  his  second  wife  Dr.  Beardsley  married 
at  West  Haven,  Oct.  6,  1874,  Mrs.  Susan  (  Prud- 
den)  Smith,  whose  record  is  given  elsewhere  in 
this  volume  in  the  sketch  of  5lrs.  David  Smith, 
•of  West  Haven. 

SIDNEY  BARKER  SMITH,  a  highly  re- 
spected citizen  and  successful  market  gardener  of 
East  Haven,  was  born  in  North  Haven,  this  county, 
Aug.  20,  1844.  and  is  a  son  of  Charles  and  Sarah 
( Atwater)  Smith,  natives  of  X'orth  Haven  and 
Hamden,   Xew   Haven   county,   respectively. 

Sidney  Smith,  our  subject's  paternal  grand- 
father, was  born  in  Xorth  Haven,  and  was  a  cooper 
by  trade.  He  was  married  to  Ruth  Parker,  and 
they  had  four  children :  Henry,  Horace.  Sidney 
and  Charles.  The  maternal  grandfather  of  Sidney 
B.  Smith  was  Stephen  Atwater,  a  native  of  Ham- 
den, and  by  occupation  a  market  gardener.  He 
married  Sarah  Barker.  Charles  Smith,  who  is 
mentioned  above,  is  a  farmer  and  resides  in  Xorth 
Haven,  where  he  has  been  very  successful  in  his 
business,  and  is  now  quite  well-to-do.  His  family 
consisted  of  three  children:  Sidne}'  Barker; 
Stephen  A. ;  and  Elizabeth,  who  is  now  Mrs.  Wal- 
ter Bailey. 

Sidney  Barker  Smith  remained  on  the  X'orth 
Haven  homestead  until  he  reached  the  age  of  six- 
teen, meantime  receiving  a  very  fair  common  school 
education.  In  i860  he  went  to  live  with  his  grand- 
father at  Hamden,  to  learn  the  practical  wijrk  of 
market  gardening,  remaining  with  iiim  seven  \ears. 


For  the  last  two  years  of  that  time  he  was  a  part- 
ner w  ith  his  grandfather,  and  wlien  tiial  genikniai'. 
died  he  continued  the  business  alone  for  twelve 
years.  In  1884  he  removed  to  East  Haven,  to  the 
farm  he  now  occtipies,  which  he  purchased  in  1882, 
and  where  he  has  done  a  most  successful  business 
in  market  gardening.  He  has  made  all  the  im- 
provements on  the  property,  buildings  and  barns, 
and  to-day  owns  one  of  the  choicest  places  of  the 
kind  in  this  part  of  the  State. 

.Mr.  Smith  was  married  April  4,  1867,  to  Char- 
lotte J.,  daughter  of  Henry  I.  and  Maryette 
(Smith)  Bradle\',  of  East  Haven.  By  this  union 
there  is  one  son,  Charles  S.,  who  married  Carrie 
Louise,  daughter  of  Frank  W.  and  Jessie  (HoUis) 
Willoughby,  of  East  Haven,  ana  has  one  son, 
Charles  Bates,  born  Xov.  25,  1900. 

Mr.  Smith  is  one  of  East  Haven's  leading  and 
progressive  citizens,  extremely  industrious  and  in- 
flexibly honest.  He  is  a  Democrat,  and  has  served 
as  selectman  of  the  town. 

GEORGE  T.  CLARK,  a  thorough  and  skillful 
farmer,  and  a  wide-awake,  energetic  business  man 
of  Beacon  Falls,  is  a  native  of  New  Haven  county, 
born  in  the  town  of  Bethany,  Nov.  11,  1859,  and  is 
a  worthy  representative  of  one  of  its  old  and  highly 
esteemed  families. 

Sheldon    Clark,   his    paternal    grandfather,    was 
'  born  in  what  is  now  Oxford,  this  county,  Oct.   19, 
j   1794,  and  died  April   18,   1874.     He  married  Miss 
i  Anna   Freeh,    a   native   of   Bethany,    and   they   lo- 
i  cated  upon  a  farm  in  that  town,  where  they  reared 
their  family  of  four  children,  namely:     David,  born 
bept.  28,  1819,  was  a  farmer  of  Beacon  Falls,  where 
he  died  Feb.  i,  1877;  Stiles,  born  March  16,  1821, 
was  also  a  farmer  by  occupation,  and  died  March 
'  7,  1873;  Eliza  Ann,  born  Sept.  21,  1823,  died  Nov. 
I   13,  1851,  unmarried;  Charles  F.,  father  of  our  sub- 
ject, was  the  youngest  of  the  family. 
I         Charles  F.  Clark  was  born  in  Bethany,  July  8, 
I   1829,  and  was  reared  on  the  home  farm.     In  early 
life  he  followed  the  teacher's  profession  and  con- 
■  ducted  a  select  school  in  Bethany,  but  later  engaged 
I  in  farming.     Fie  was  a  Republican  in  politics,  and 
'  held    some   local   offices.      He    died    in    September, 
:   1880,  and  his  wife,  who  bore  the  maiden  name  of 
I  Anna  Perkins,  and  was  a  native  of  Litchfield,  Conn., 
I  died  in  August,   1882.     Of  the  two  children  born 
'  to  them   our   subject   was   the   younger.      Sheldon, 
horn   Sept.  21,   1855,   followed   farming  in   Beacon 
Falls,  and  died  (Jet.   19.   1887.    Religiously  the  par- 
ents were  Episcopalians. 

When  only  two  years  of  age  George  T.  Clark 
was  taken  by  his  parents  to  the  town  of  Beacon 
Falls,  where  he  was  reared  upon  a  farm.  He  pur- 
sued his  early  studies  in  the  public  schools,  and  con-  _ 
tinned  his  education  at  a  select  school  in  the  town 
of  Redding,  Fairfield  Co.,  Conn.  After  leaving 
fchool  he  returned  tri  the  farm,  and  has  since  de- 
voted the  greater  part  of  his  time  and  attention  to 
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agricultural  pursuits.  lie  owns  a  -weil-improved 
and  valuable  place  of  150  acres  in  the  village  of 
Beacon  Falls,  and  in  connection  with  its  operation 
is  also  engaged  in  the  milk  and  ice  business,  and 
does  teaming  to  some  extent.  In  business  affairs 
he  is  energetic,  prompt  and  notably  reliable,  and 
generally  carries  forward  to  successful  completion 
whatever  he  undertakes. 

On  March  24,  18&6,  'Mr.  Clark  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Aliss  Alary  A.  Relfelt,  who  was  born 
in  South  Coventry,  Conn.,  June  8,  iSij6,  a  daugh- 
ter of  Frederick  Reffelt,  who  was  of  German  birth, 
and  was  foreman  of  a  woolen  shop.  To  this  union 
five  children  have  come,  namely:  Frank  T.,  born 
Jan.  9.  1887;  Eva  I..  Sept.  14,  1892;  George  R., 
July  18,  1894;  Ethel  ]\I.,  Feb.  20,  1896;  and  Ros- 
etta  I.,  June  9,  1900.  Mr.  Clark  and  his  family  at- 
tend the  Aletbodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  he  is  a 
member  of  the  Grange.  The  Republican  party  finds 
in  him  a  stanch  supporter  of  its  principles.  He  has 
served  his  fellow  citizens  on  the  scliool  board  and 
as  school  visitor,  and  is  now  a  member  of  the  board 
of  selectmen.  In  all  the  relations  of  life  he  has 
been  found  true  to  every  trust  reposed  in  him,  and 
he  merits  and  receives  the  high  regard  of  the  en- 
tire community  in  which  he  lives. 

WILLIAM  BARRON,  a  prominent  farmer 
and  notable  citizen  of  the  town  of  Branford,  whose 
honorable  and  useful  career  well  entitles  him  to 
mention  among  the  successful  men  of  his  com- 
munity, was  born  in  Aberdeen,  Scotland,  April  4, 
1844,  a  son  of  James  and   Marv    (Reed)    Barron. 

James  Barron  was  born  and  bred  a  farmer,  fol- 
lowing that  occupation  all  his  life.  He  lived  in 
Aberdeen,  where  he  died  in  1886.  His  widow, 
Mrs.  Mary  (Reed)  Barron,  is  still  living  (1901), 
and  has  reached  the  venerable  age  of  eighty-four 
years.  The  children  born  to  them  were :  Jane,  the 
wife  of  James  ^Mitchell :  William ;  George ;  Mary, 
who  married  John  Mason  ;  David  ;  John  ;  and  !Mari- 
ette,  who  married  Robert  Armstrong. 

William  Barron  was  reared  in  Scotland,  where 
he  had  his  education  in  the  excellent  public  schools 
of  his  native  community.  In  1869  he  turned  his 
face  towards  the  United  States — that  land  of  prom-- 
ise  to  so  many  of  his  compatriots — and,  crossing 
the  ocean,  located  in  the  town  of  Branford,  where 
he  has  since  been  successfully  engaged  in  farming. 
Mr.  Barron  has  always  retained  a  warm  spot  for 
his  old  home,  and  during  his  residence  of  thirty-one 
years  in  Branford,  has  made  three  visits  to  his  na- 
tive land. 

In  1878  yir.  Barron  was  married  to  Georgiana, 
a  daughter  of  John  Mallroy,  of  New  Haven,  and 
has  become  the  fatlicr  1  >f  fr.ur  chiUlren  bv  this  union : 
,  Mary  T- ;  John  W  . :  Georgiana  A. ;  and  .-\gnes  F. 
Mrs.  Georgiana  Barron  died  in  1894,  and  the  fol- 
lowing }'ear  Air.  Barron  v>-as  married  to  Mrs. 
Catherine  Ball,  of  New  Haven.  She  is  a  lady  ot 
more  than  the  usual  accomplishments,  and  is  a  de- 


voted home  maker.     Mr.   Barron  is  a  meniber  of 

i  the   Congregational   Church,   and   his   Hfe   of  hon- 

j  esty,    integrity,    industry    and   neighborly   kindness 

;  brings  no  discredit  to  his  religious  associations,     in 

■  politics  Mr.  Barron  Is  a  Republican,  and  socially 
I  he  is  connected  with  Woodlawn  Lodge,  No.  39,  K. 
;  of  P.,  where  his  manly  qualities  and  genial  dis- 
i  position  command  respect  and  retain  friendship. 

ELNATHAN  A.  CURTISS,  a  leading    mer- 
;  chant  of  Ansonia,  is  a  representative  of  one  of  the 
;  oldest  families  of  Southbury,  New  Haven  county, 
!  where  he  was  born  Feb.  19,  1859. 
i         Simeon   Curtiss,    his    great-grandfather,   was    a 
1  native   of   that   town,   and   passed    his    life    there. 
Reuben    Curtiss,    our    subject's   grandfather,   who 
was  also  born  there,  became  prominent  as  an  edu- 
cator, and  for  many  years  conducted  a  large  school 
at  Southbury  known  as  the  Buck  Hill   Seminary, 
where  he  fitted  pupils  for  btisiness  or  college.     He 
owned  a  large   farm,  took  an  active  part  in  local 
affairs,  and  was  identified  with  religious  work  as 
a  member    'of    the    Congregational   Church.      For 
forty  years  he  served  as  deacon,  and  every  Sunday 
.  he  collected  his  Sunday-school    classes    and    took 
i  them  to  church  in  a  wagon  which  held  thirty  peo- 
I  pie.     He  died  at  the  age  of  eighty-seven,  and  his 
wife,   JNIinerva    (AIcEwen),   a   native    of    Oxford, 
died    aged   fifty-three.      They    had    three    children, 
none  of  whom  are  now  living. 

Wales  H.  Curtiss,  our  subject's  father,  was 
born  and  reared  at  the  old  homestead  in  Southbury, 
and  received  a  district-school  education.  Fie  fol- 
lowed  farming  upon  a  portion  of  the  homestead. 

■  and  was  regarded  as  one  of  the  substantial  citizens 
of  the  town.  In  politics  he  was  a  Republican,  and 
in  religious  faith  he  was  a  Congregationalist.  His 
death  occurred  in  1886,  when  he  was  aged  fifty- 
nine.  He  married  Aliss  Mary  Hammill,  a  native  of 
Brooklyn,  E.  D.,  who  is  still  living  at  the  old  home- 
stead. Of  their  eleven  children  ten  survive :  Will- 
iam conducts  the  homestead;  James  M.  is  deceased; 
Sarah  M.  married  Cornelius  AI.  Hard,  of  South- 
bury ;  Charles  H.  resides  in  Naugatuck ;  EInathaii 

I  A.  is  the  next  in  order  of  birth ;  Arthur  E.  resides 
in  Naugatuck ;  Aliss  Jessie  H.,  a  teacher,  is  at 
home;  Miss  Isabella  is  also  a  teacher:  Miss 
Estella,  twin  of  Isabella,  is  a  trained  nurse ;  Bertha 
married  Charles  Benjamin,  of  Bristol,  Conn. ;  and 
Nellie  C.  married  C.  Ellison,  a  station  agent  in 
Ohio. 

Our  subject's  education  was  begun  in  the  com- 
mon schools  of  his  native  town,  and  at  the  age  of 
ten  years  he  left  home  to  work  for  a  neighboring 
farmer.  At  sixteen  he  engaged  in  the  milk  busi- 
ness in  Seymour,  where  he  had  a  wagon  route  for 
three  years,  and  he  then  spent  three  years  in  Water- 
bury  as  bookkeeper  for  J.  E.  Gaylord,  and  one  year 
in  Naugatuck  as  clerk  in  the  grocery  and  meat 
market  of  Tolles  &  Bennett.  In  1884  he  went  to 
Ansonia,  and  after  five  years  with  J.  H.  Steinman 
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formed  a  partnership  witli  a  brother  and  purchased 
a  meat  market,  at  his  present  stand,  which  they 
conducted  tO£2:ether  until  i8qi.  In  1893  our  subject 
sold  the  business,  and  six  months  later  he  bought 
the  store  of  E.  H.  Wakelee.  He  carries  a  large 
stock  of  dry  goods,  notions,  groceries  and  provis- 
ions (inchiding  a  tine  line  of  canned  goods,  jellies 
and  preserves),  drugs,  cigars,  bicycles  and  every- 
thing which  one  might  expect  to  find  in  a  metro- 
politan department  store.  The  establishment 
boasts  a  complete  modern  set  of  fixtures,  with 
computing  scales  and  cash  register.  The  upper 
story  of  the  building  is  rented  by  a  social  organiza- 
tion known  as  the  West  Side  Club,  of  which  our 
subject  is  president.  He  also  belongs  to  the  Order 
of  Red  Men  and  the  Xew  England  Order  of  Pr.> 
lection,  and  politically  he  is  a  stanch  Republican, 
although  he  has  declined  to  seek  official  honors. 
For  some  time  he  was  a  member  of  the  Ansonia 
Board  of  Trade.  While  residing  in  Waterbury  lie 
took  an  active  part  in  the  work  of  the  Second  Con- 
gregational Church  and  Sunday-school ;  his  wife  is 
a  member  of  the  Methodist  Church  in  Ansonia. 

In  1888  Mr.  Curtiss  married  JMiss  Annie  Has- 
sard,  who  is  one  of  the  six  children  of  Thomas 
Hassard,  now  a  well-known  dealer  in  coal  and  wood 
on  North  Main  street,  Ansonia.  Three  children 
have  brightened  our  subject's  home:  ^label  H., 
born  April  15,  1SS9;  Raymond  H.,  born  Oct.  27, 
1893 ;  and  Chester  G.,  born  Jan.  26,  1898. 

JOHX  KIRSCHBAUM  is  a  quiet  and  uno'c^ 
trusive  gentleman,  who  has  little  to  say  unless  di- 
rectly appealed  to,  but  he  is  known  as  one  of  the 
most  expert  machinists  and  skilled  workmen  in 
Waterbun,-,  where  he  has  lived  for  many  years. 
His  genuine  manhood  and  real  worth  have  been 
long  recognized  and  appreciated  at  their  true  value. 

Mr.  Kirschbaum  was  born  in  Wurtemberg, 
Germany,  April  29,  1844.  Michael  Kirschbaum, 
his  father,  was  a  farmer  and  a  shepherd,  shipping 
sheep  to  all  parts  of  Europe.  Michael  Kirschbaum, 
his  father,  was  also  a  shepherd,  and  this  was  the 
business  of  the  family  for  many  generations. 
Michael  Kirschbaum.  the  father  of  John,  marrierl 
Barbara  Kromer,  a  native  of  the  same  community 
in  which  he  was  born,  and  where  she  was  born  in 
181 5.  Michael  Kromer,  her  father,  was  also  a 
shepherd,  which  business  this  family  has  also  fol- 
lowed for  generations.  Michael  Kirschbaum  died 
in  1890,  when  about  seventy-nine  years  old,  his 
wife  in  1899.  To  them  nine  children  were  born : 
( i)  Samuel  died  in  Waterbury,  where  he  had  been 
employed  in  a  brewery,  and  previously  worked  for 
Valentine  Eohl  about  eight  years :  he  was  a  man  of 
remarkable  strength.  In  the  old  country  he  had 
been  trained  to  the  work  of  a  shepherd.  (2)  John 
is  our  subject.  (3)  Michael  is  a  butcher  in  the'city 
of  Xew  York.  1  4)  Christian  died  at  the  age  of 
three  years.  (  51  \\'i!Iiam  lives  in  Germany,  and  is 
a  weaver.     (6j   Christian   (_2)   died  at  the  age  of 


three  years.  (7)  Barbara  is  married  and  lives  iu 
Germany.  (8)  George  is  a  toolmaker  in  Water- 
bury.    (9)  Carl  is  a  surveyor  in  Germany. 

John  Kirschbaum  received  his  early  training  in 
Germany,  and  lived  on  the  paternal  homestead  un- 
til he  was  fifteen  years  of  age,  when  he  went  into 
a  machine  shop  to  learn  the  trade.     Here  he   re- 
mained five  years,  and  was  two  years  in  a  factory 
devoted  to  heavy  machinery.     In  July,   1866,  Mr. 
Kirschbaum  came  to  New  York  City,  and  secured 
work  in  the  piano  factory  of  the  Steinway  Co.     He 
spent  two  years  in  that  city,  and    then    went    to 
Naugatuck,    Conn.,   where   he   worked    for   a  time 
in  the  AUerton  Iron  Works.     In  1872,  in  company 
with  Thomas   Fitzsimons,   Mr.   Putnam    and    Mr. 
Blake,  he  formed  the  Novelty  Manufacturing  Co., 
and  with  the  exception  of  ten  months,   which  he 
spent  in  Newark,  N.  J.,  he  has  been  continuously 
j  identified  with  that  concern,  of  which  he  is  a  stock- 
!  holder.     In  the  fall  of  1896  he  made  his  first  ap- 
I  pearance  in  Waterbury,  and  for  nearly  two  years 
i  was  employed  by  the  Steele  &  Johnson  Manufac- 
;  turing  Co. 

i  In  1869  Mr.  Kirschbaum  married  Miss  Eliza- 
i  beth  Brickel,  who  was  born  in  the  old  country,  and 
was  brought  to  this  country  in  her  mother's  arms. 
;  She  died  in  1885,  and  was  the  mother  of  seven 
children :  Elizabeth,  John,  William,  Lillian  B., 
Carl,  Joseph  and  Lewis.  Miss  Anna  Brown,  of 
1  Waterbury,  a  daughter  of  John  Brown,  became  the 
second  wife  of  John  Kirschbaum,  their  marriage 
taking  place  in  1886.  They  are  the  parents  of  two 
children :  Anna  and  Edward  H.  Mr.  Kirschbaum 
has  been  a  Republican  from  his  arrival  in  the  coun- 
try. He  takes  an  active  part  in  the  Concordia  Sing- 
ing Societv,  and  is  a  member  of  the  K.  of  P.  and 
the  New  England  Order  of  Protection.  He  is  also 
active  in  the  old  German  Harmony  Society.  He 
attends  the  Episcopal   Church. 

LEROY  C.  BEECHER,  one  of  the  most  pro- 
gressive,   skillful    and    successful    agriculturists    of 
Woodbridge,  belongs  to  a  prominent  old  family  of 
N'.ew  Haven  county.    His  great-grandfather,  Enoch 
Beecher,  was  born  in  this  county,  and  lived  for  a 
time  on  George  street.  New  Haven,  but  the  greater 
part  of  his  life  was  spent  in  Woodbridge,  where  he 
1  owned  at  one  time  some  300  acres  of  land,  and  was 
'  also  a  merchant,  having  a  general  store  near  the 
;  center  of  the  town. 

!  •  Amos  Beecher,  the  grandfather  of  our  subject, 
'  was  reared  in  Woodbridge.  He  inherited  a  consid- 
erable property,  and  followed  farming  extensively, 
but  discontinued  the  store.  He  died  at  the  age  of 
eighty-five  years.  He  was  a  member  of  an  inde- 
pendent military  company  and  was  very  active  on 
"training  day."  In  early  manhood  he  married  Abi- 
gail Baldwin,  and  to  them  were  born  children  as 
follows:  Tlie  eldest  died  in  infancy;  Charles  X., 
father  of  our  subject,  was  next  in  order  of  birth: 
I  Abigail  married  Charles  Baldwin,  of  New  Haven; 
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Aloiizo  E.  is  a  fanner  of  Woodbridsje  :  Gcorc^e  E. 
(deceased)  was  twice  married,  his  second  wife 
being  Martha  Baldwin,  and  resided  in  Wood- 
bridge  ;  Franklin  A.  married  Augusta  Doolittle, 
and  died  in  Milford:  Elizabeth  is  deceased;  and 
Jane  is  the  wife  of  Alarcus  M.  Baldwin,  of  Wood- 
bridge. 

Charles  N.  Beecher,  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  Woodbridge,  Nov.  26.  1821,  and  died  Aug. 
9,  1897.  He  was  a  lifelong  farmer,  and  though  not 
engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits  on  a  large  scale 
was  very  successful,  inving  to  the  fact  that  he  paid 
particular  attention  to  small  matters  and  aimed 
always  to  reach  the  best  results,  was  always  anx- 
ious to  learn  the  methods  of  others  in  order  to  un- 
prove  his  own,  anil  attended  town  fairs  and  horti- 
cultural gatherings  for  that  purpose.  He  raised 
principally  small  fruits  and  vegetables.  Owing  to 
ill  health  he  retired  from  active  labor  some  years 
prior  to  his  death,  and  the  management  of  alTairs 
fell  upon  our  subject.  In  Mt.  Carmel,  Xew  Haven 
county,  the  father  was  united  in  marriage  with 
^liss  Alary  Angelina  Warner,  a  native  of  that  place, 
and  a  daughter  of  Zenith  Warner.  Our  subject 
was  their  only  child. 

Leroy  C.  Beecher  was  born  June  4,  1859,  in  the 
house  where  he  now  lives,  and  was  educated  in 
public  and  private  schools,  one  of  his  teachers  being 
William  H.  Warner,  who  is  still  a  resident  of 
Woodbridffe.  Our  subject  heijan  to  provide  for 
himself  as  a  school  teacher  and  continued  to  follow 
that  profession  for  five  years,  four  in  the  Middle 
School  of  Woodbridge  and  one  in  Hamden.  Since 
that  time  his  energies  have  been  devoted  to  agri- 
cultural  pursuits   with  marked  success. 

On  July  26,  1885,  Mr.  Beecher  married  Miss 
.Gertrude  A.  Ladd,  who  was  born  in  Straitsville, 
New  Haven  county,  May  5,  1861,  a  daughter  of 
Theodore  S.  and  Sarah  A.  (Johnson)  Ladd.  They 
have  no  children  of  their  own,  but  Mrs.  Beecher's 
nephew  lives  with  them  and  enjoys  the  same  ad- 
vantages as  if  he  were  their  own  child.  They  are 
active  and  prominent  members  of  the  Congrega- 
tional Church  of  Woodbridge,  in  which  his  father 
collected  the  pew  rents  for  sixteen  years,  and  our 
subject  is  now  a  member  of  the  society  committee. 
The  Republican  party  finds  in  him  a  stanch  sup- 
porter of  its  principles,  and  he  has  been  a  member 
of  the  Republican  township  committee  for  the  past 
sixteen  years,  and  has  been  delegate  to  several 
:5tate  conventions.  He  was  also  register  of  voters 
thirteen  years  and  town  auditor  several  terms,  and 
is  still  filling  the  latter  position.  He  is  a  member 
of  the  school  board,  of  which  he  was  secretary  five 
years,  and  chairman  an  equal  length  of  time.  In 
i8c)o  and  1900  he  took  the  census.  Mr.  Beecher 
is  one  of  the  most  {xjpular  citizens  of  his  com- 
munity, and,  as  has  already  been  said,  he  takes  a 
very  prominent  and  influential  part  in  public  affairs 
and  local  politics.  The  advancement  of  agricultural 
matters  has  also  occupied  a  large  share  of  his  at- 


icntion  and  he  is  a  correspondent  of  several  papers, 
furnishing  the  crop  reports  to  the  Department  of 
Agriculture.  He  and  his  wife  are  both  members 
of  Woodbridge  Grange,  No.  108,  P.  O.  H.,  of 
which  he  was  secretary  for  the  first  two  years,  and 
his  wife  was  lecturer.  They  are  also  members  of 
the  New  Haven  County  Pomona,  No.  5,  and  of  the 
State  Grange,  as  well  as  of  the  New  England  Order 
of  Protection,  Charter  Oak  Lodge,  No.  88,  of  New 
Haven. 

MICHAEL  FLAHERTY,  one  of  the  solid  citi- 
zens of  New  Haven  county,  is  essentially  a  self- 
educated  and  self-made  man,  and  yet  without  that 
ever-present  self-assertion  so  common  among  men 
who  have  been  the  architects  of  their  own  fortunes. 
Both  by  nationality  and  by  lineage  he  comes  of  rug- 
ged, hardy  stock,  and  his  life  has  reflected  credit 
alike  upon  his  ancestry  and  the  land  of  his  birth. 

Born  in  County  Galway,  Ireland,  March  29, 
1834,  the  son  of  a  tenant  farmer,  it  mav  be  imag- 
ined that  in  the  years  of  his  boyhood  Air.  Flaherty 
underwent  many  privations.  Yet  it  can  scarcely  be 
doubted  that  this  part  of  his  life  was  for  him  a 
fruitful  school  of  experience,  in  which  he  learned 
the  rudiments  of  those  qualities  of  industry,  patience 
and  fortitude  which  have  characterized  him 
throughout  life.  His  parents,  Hugh  and  Mary 
(Farraher)  Flaherty,  were  both  natives  of  County 
(jalway,  as  were  also  his  forefathers  for  many 
generations.  He  was  one  of  a  family  of  three  chil- 
dren. His  educational  advantages  were  of  the 
most  meager  sort,  and  at  the  age  of  fourteen,  see- 
ing how  impossible  the  practice  of  "abfenteeism" 
had  made  it  for  the  hard-working  Irish  peasant  to 
do  more  than  earn  a  bare  subsistence,  he  resolved 
to  go  into  the  world  himself,  breast  its  billows  while 
}et  a  boy,  and  conquer  success  through  his  own 
resolute  will.  The  tale  of  his  struggles  and  tri- 
umphs is  told  below. 

Leaving  Galway,  he  went  to  Wolverhampton, 
England,  where  he  found  employment  in  an  inferior 
capacity  with  Richard  Dean  &  Son,  then  a  well 
known  firm  of  railroad  builders  and  contractors. 
A  green  Irish  lad,  with  nothing  to  aid  him  but 
a  willingness  to  work  and  a  firm  resolve  to  do  his 
best,  it  would  not  have  been  surprising  had  he 
found,  the  road  to  advancement  slow  and  toilsome. 
But  he  was  animated  by  a  courage  that  laughed 
at  obstacles  and  a  resolute  purpose  that  could  not 
be  discouraged.  For  seventeen  vears  he  remained 
in  the  employ  of  Richard  Dean  &  Son,  rising  from 
one  position  of  trust  to  another.  Yet  he  could  see 
scant  chance  for  further  advancement,  and  little 
prospect  for  the  fruition  of  his  ambitious  hopes. 
His  announcement  of  his  intention  to  emigrate  was 
received  with  an  outcry  of  dis.-ent  and  protest  on 
the  part  of  his  employers.  Every  effort  was  made 
to  dissuade  him :  pound  notes  were  stitched  into  his 
wearing  apparel :  and.  when  it  was  perceived  that 
his  determinaticn  was  inflexible,  a  request  to  return 
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was  accompanied  by  a  promise  that  the  po?itiim 
which  he  was  vacating  would  be  open  to  .him  in 
that  event.  It  was  in  June,  1866,  that  he  set  sail 
from  Englisii  shores  to  seek  a  new  home  and  better 
fortune  in  the  land  where  so  many  of  his  fellow- 
countrymen  had  become  affluent,  while  not  a  few 
had  risen  to  posts  of  high  honor  in  the  service  of 
the  State.  After  reaching  America  he  first  went  to 
Girardville,  Pa.,  where  he  entered  the  employ  of 
James  Connor,  an  extensive  mine  owner,  as  fore- 
man. Here  his  previous  experience  stood  him  in 
good  stead,  and  he  soon  became  one  of  the  most 
valued  and  trusted  men  about  the  mines.  Yet  he 
did  not  find  his  surroundings  wholly  to  his  liking, 
and  after  a  short  time  he  removed  to  Birmingham, 
Conn.,  where  he  first  found  work  in  the  Ailing  mill, 
and  later  in  and  about  the  building  of  the  dam 
across  the  Housatonic  river,  then  in  process  of  con- 
stnaction.  An  opportunity  presenting  itself  to  en- 
gage in  the  retail  liquor  business,  Mr.  Flaherty 
embraced  it,  and  was  at  once  made  local  agent  for 
the  Albany  Brewing  Co.  and  given  control  of  all 
the  territory  lying  within  the  Housatonic  \'alley. 
This  agency  he  still  holds,  and  the  energetic,  up- 
right, business-like  way  in  which  he  has  discharged 
the  duties  of  the  trust  has  rendered  the  same  a 
source  of  mutual  profit  to  himself  and  the  well- 
known  corporation  which  he  represents. 

Mr.  Flaherty  is  a  man  of  rare  native  intelligence, 
sound  business  sense  and  tireless  energy.  Indus- 
try, perseverance  and  honesty  have  raised  him  from 
a  contractor's  employe  to  the  po.sition  of  a  wealthy 
land  owner  and  the  heaviest  individual  tax  payer  in 
the  locality  in  \yhich  he  lives.  His  assessment  is 
$122,000  in  Sheldon,  Ansonia  and  Derby. 'the  fifth 
highest  on  the  tax  list.  Generally  speaking,  his 
policy  has  been  to  buy  real  estate  and  hold  it,  and 
time  has  abundantly  justified  his  judgment.  Yet, 
while  watchfully  caring  for  his  own  interests,  he 
has  never  for  a  moment  forgotten  his  obligations 
as  a  citizen.  Broad-minded  and  public-spirited,  he 
has  ever  been  quick  to  recognize  the  fact  that  public 
and  private  interests,  in  the  highest  and  truest  sense, 
must  go  hand  in  hand,  and  advance  or  retrograde 
together.  He  has  been  intimately  identified  with  the 
building  up  of  Derby,  and  no  history  of  that  city 
would  be  complete  which  failed  to  chronicle  his 
early  struggles  and  ultimate  success.  In  politics 
Mr.  Flaherty  is  a  Democrat.  Yet,  while  acting  with 
his  party  on  National  and  State  issues,  in  local  elec- 
tions he  is  able  to  rise  above  partisanship,  holding 
the  best  interests  of  the  community  as  higher  than 
any  mere  claim  of  political  managers  to  blind  party 
fealty.  His  religious  faith  is  that  of  his  forefa- 
thers, and  he  is  a  most  generous  contributor  to  St. 
Mary's  Catholic  Church. 

On  Aug.  5,  1865,  Mr.  Flaherty  was  married,  in 
England,  to  Margaret  Garrity,  who,  like  her  hus- 
band, is  a  native  of  Ireland.  Their  union  has  been 
blessed  with  seven  chiMrei; ;  ]\larv  married  George 
H.    Ennis,    an    attorney    of    Derby,    and    has    four 


children,  (ieorgc,  Margaret.  Madelina  and  Adri- 
enne.  William  is  deceased.  Elizabeth  is  unmar- 
ried, and  lives  at  home.  Michael.  Jr.,  is  a  grad- 
uate of  Yale,  and  an  attorney  in  Derby.  Hugh  F. 
is  attending  school  at  Mount  St.  ]\Iar}''s  College, 
.Maryland.     Margaret  and  John  are  deceased. 

FRANK  S.  NICHOLS,  a  well-known  grocer 
and  prominent  citizen  of  Millville,  is  a  native  of 
New  Haven  county,  born  in  Naugatuck,  Oct.  28, 
1842,  and  is  a  representative  of  one  of  its  old  and 
highly  respected  families.  Isaac  Nichols,  Sr.,  his 
grandfather,  made  his  home  throughout  life  in 
Naugatuck,  and  followed  the  occupation  of  farm- 
ing. He  married  Esther  Sperry,  a  native  of  Beth- 
any, Conn.,  and  to  them  were  born  thirteen  chil- 
dren :  Mary,  Clara,  Maria,  Esther,  Joseph,  Will- 
iam, Jerome,  Horace,  Isaac,  Nathan,  Joel,  Noys 
and  George.  The  sons  were  either  farmers  or 
mechanics,  and  all  made  their  home  in  this  State. 
Isaac  Nichols,  Jr.,  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  Naugatuck,  June  14,  1820,  and  in  that  town 
grew  to  manhood  Learning  the  joiner's  and  wheel- 
wright's trades,  he  built  many  houses  and  water- 
wheels  in  early  life,  and  later  erected  the  store 
building  now  occupied  by  our  subject,  where  he  en- 
gaged in  the  grocery  business  for  six  or  eight  years. 
He  served  one  year  as  a  member  of  Company  H, 
23d  Conn.  V.  I.  He  was  a  Republican  in  politics. 
Isaac  Nichols  wedded  Mary  E.  Hotchkiss,  of  Pros- 
pect, Conn.,  a  daughter  of  Avery  Hotchkiss,  who 
was  a  farmer  by  occupation.  Mr.  Nichols  died  in 
October,  1882,  and  his  wife  in  1888.  In  their  fam- 
ily were  five  children,  namely:  Frank  S.,  our  sub- 
ject; Frederick  O.,  agent  for  the  Armour  Beef  Co. 
at  Troy,  N.  Y. ;  Charles  B.,  a  traveling  salesman 
j  residing  in  Bridgeport,  Conn. ;  Deetle  A.,  who  mar- 
I  ried  George  Myers,  of  Pennsylvania,  and  resides  in 
Naugatuck,  where  he  is  a  master  mechanic ;  and 
I  Ida  E.,  who  married  Henry  Richards,  and  subse- 
quently became  the  wife  of  Frederick  Clark,  of 
I  -Naugatuck. 

I  Our  subject  passed  his  boyhood  and  youth  in 
1  his  native  town,  and  his  education  was  receiv(^  in 
1  its  public  schools.  He  was  one  of  the  boys  in  blue 
j  during  the  dark  days  of  the  Rebellion,  serving 
I  three  years  as  a  member  of  Company  K,  6th  Conn.. 
j  V.  I.,  and  taking  part  in  thirteen  pitched  battles, 
besides  many  skirmishes.  He  enlisted  Sept.  12, 
I  1861  and  was  discharged  at  New  Haven,  Sept.  16, 
I  1864.  On  his  return  to  Naugatuck  he  worked  for 
I  the  Goodyear  Glove  Co.  for  six  years,  and  then 
I  went  to  Titusville,  Pa.,  where  he  spent  two  years  in 
i  the  oil  regions.  The  following  year  he  was  em- 
j  ployed  at  Miller  Brothers  cutlery  establishment,  in 
Meriden,  Conn.,  and  was  next  a  member  of  the 
I  f>olice  force  of  that  place  for  about  two  years.'  Re- 
I  signing  his  position,  he  returned  to  Naugatuck, 
I  Sept.  TO.  1877,  and  purchased  the  grocery  store  in 
:  Millville  which  he  has  since  successfully  conilucted, 
1  receiving  a  liberal  share  of  the  public  patronage. 
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On  Sept.  12,  iS66.  }ilr.  Xichuls  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Miss  Maria  Camp,  a  native  of  Terry- 
ville,  Conn.,  and  a  daughter  of  Jerome  Camp,  who 
was  also  born  in  that  place.  Our  subject  and  his 
wife  have  two  children :  Lewis  F.,  superintendent 
of  the  making  department  of  the  Goodyear  Aletal- 
lic  Shoe  Co.;  and  Emma  J.,  wife  of  Walter  Brown, 
a  meat  dealer  of  Xaugatuck. 

.Mr.  Nicnols  is  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Trade 
and  is  quite  prominent  in  business  circles.  Politi- 
cally he  afttliates  with  the  Republican  party,  and  has 
been  called  u]K>n  to  serve  as  assessor  of  his  town 
for  five  consecutive  years  and  as  a  member  of  the 
board  of  charities  three  years. '  He  attends  the 
Episcopal  Church,  and  is  a  prominent  member  of 
the  followino;  societies :  P;  C.  Isbell  Post,  No.  43, 
G.  A.  R.;  Shephard  Lodge,  No.  78,  F.  &  A.  M.; 
Allerton  Chapter,  No.  39,  R.  A.  I\L;  Evergreen 
Chapter,  No.  22,  O.  E.  S. ;  Hancock  Lodge,  No. 
28,  L  O.  O.  F. ;  Columbia  R.  D.  Lodge,  No.  30, 
L  O.  O.  F.;  Mattatuck  Tribe,  No.  25,  I.  O.  R.  M.; 
and  Salem  Lodge,  No.  36,  A.  O.  U.  \V. 

JOSEPH  \\.  ZWIEBEL,  the  well-known  and 
popular  proprietor  of  the  Belleview  Lake  summer 
resort  of  W'aterbury,  was  born  in  Tapfheim,  Ba- 
varia, Germany,  July  7,  1847,  a  son  of  John  and 
Walburga  (^Koettelj  Zwiebel,  also  natives  of  Ba- 
.varia,  where  they  continued  to  make  their  home 
throughout  life.  Both  were  members  of  the  Cath- 
olic Church,  and  the  father  was  a  brewer  by  occu- 
pation. In  their  family  were  nine  children,  namely: 
Josepha,  who  is  living  at  the  old  home  in  Germany ; 
Victoria,  deceased;  John,  a  resident  of  New  Eng- 
land; George,  of  Germany;  Joseph  W.,  our  sub- 
ject; Anthony,  of  Germany;  Ulrich,  of  Germany; 
John  N.,  in  London,  England;  and  Kreszenz,  at 
home  in  Germany. 

Joseph  \V.  Zwiebel  received  a  good  education  in 
his  native  tongue,  and  in  early  life  learned  the  ma- 
chinist's trade,  which  he  followed  for  several  years. 
He  was  married  in  Bavaria  to  ^liss  Kreszenz  Dirr, 
a  native  of  the,  same  county  as  her  husband  and  a 
daughter  of  Joseph  Dirr.  She  is  a  well-educated 
woman  of  good  business  ability.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Zwiebel  were  born  seven  children,  as  follows : 
Adolph,  at  home;  Otto,  Walburga  and  Eugen, 
who  all  died  young;  Grace  and  Otto  (2),  both  at 
home ;  and  Joseph,  who  died  young. 

In  1881  Mr.  Zwiebel  and  his  family  emigrated 
to  America,  sailing  from  Antwerp,  and  landing  in 
New  York  City.  They  first  located  in  Torrington, 
Conn.,  where  he  worked  at  his  trade.  After  spend- 
ing two  years  and  a  half  at  that  place,  he  came  to 
W'aterbury  and  found  emplo}ment  in  Benedict  & 
Burnham's  factory,  where  he  remained  until  1893. 
Having  saved  some  money,  he  purchased  the 
grounds  called  Belleview  Lake  Grove,  and  has  since 
made  extensive  improvements  upon  the  place.  He 
has  erected  a  dance  hall,  built  pleasure  boats,  and 
added  manv  other  attractions,  so  that  it  is  now  one 


of  the  most  beautiful  and  popular  sinnmer  resorts 
of  the  locality.  In  carrying  on  this  place  Air.  Zwie- 
bel has  met  with  most  txcellent  success.  He  is  of  a 
genial  disposition,  courteous  and  obliging,  and 
caters  to  the  wants  of  his  patrons.  He  is  also  in- 
dustrious and  possesses  good  business  ability  and 
sound  judgment.  In  his  political  views  he  is  lib- 
eral, and  in  religious  faith  he  and  his  family  are 
Catholics. 

AIARTIN  BURKE,  one  of  Branford's  well- 
respected  citizens,  and  foreman  of  the  carpenter 
department  of  the  Branford  Lock  Works,  Bran- 
ford,  is  a  native  of  that  city,  born  July  12,  1855,  a 
son  of  John  and  Bridget  (Gibbs)  Burke,  who  were 
natives  of  County  Galway,  Ireland.  In  1847 
John  Burke  came  to  America,  and  here  in  Con- 
necticut, was  employed  for  a  time  as  a  laborer  on 
the  Shore  Line  railroad,  and  later  found  work  as 
a  polisher  in  the  Lock  Works  at  Branford,  where 
he  has  since  remained.  He  married  Bridget  Gibbs, 
and  thirteen  children  were  born  to  them,  seven  of 
whom  grew  to  maturity:  Alary  (Mrs.  William  H. 
Farrell),  Bridget  (Mrs.  Richard  O'Neil),  Martin, 
John  (now  deceased),  Patrick,  Alichael,  and  Nel- 
lie  (now  deceased). 

Martin  Burke,  whose  name  introduces  these 
lines,  received  a  limited  education  at  the  public 
schools  of  Branford,  and  at  the  age  of  fourteen  en- 
tered the  Branford  Lock  Works  as  a  helper  in  the 
japanning  room.  Later  he  was  promoted  to  the 
spindle  room,  and  since  1882  has  been  foreman  of 
the  carpenter  department. 

Mr.  Burke  has  been  twice  married,  first  time 
in  18S0,  to  Joanna  Welch,  who  was  a  daughter  of 
John  Welch,  and  died  in  1881.  leaving  one  son 
jonn  P.  In  1892  our  subject  wedded  Kate  Hurley, 
who  has  borne  him  six  children:  Ellen,  Martin, 
Jr.,  Edward  F.,  Thomas  J.,  Alary  and  Catherine. 
The  family  attend  services  at  St.  Alary 's  Catholic 
Church  of  Branford;  socially  Air.  Burke  is  affili- 
ated with  the  Ancient  Order  of  Hibernians  and  the 
Knights  of  Columbus :  in  politics  he  is  a  stanch 
Democrat,  and  he  has  been  chairman  of  the  Town 
Democratic  Committee  nine  years,  and  through  his 
push  and  energy  the  party  has  been  victorious  on 
many  close  elections.  In  municipal  aftairs  he  has 
ser\-ed  on  the  board  of  relief  nine  years,  and  as  as- 
sessor four  years.  He  was  captain  of  the  Yale  & 
Towne  fire  department  from  its  organization  in 
189S;  and  he  organized  the  Branford  fire  depart- 
ment in  September,  1899,  becoming  its  chief,  and 
served  until  January,  1901. 

AAIITY  A.  HOLSER,  a  dairy  farmer  and 
fruit  grower  of  the  East  Farms  section  of  the  town 
of  Wallingford,  was  born  in  New  York  City,  Aug. 
29,  1847.  Ignate  Holser,  his  father,  was  born  in 
Baden,  Germanv,  son  of  Anthony  Holser,  a  farmer, 
whose  entire  life  was  spent  in  Baden. 

Ignate  Holser  was  educated    in    the    German 


COMMEMORATIVE   BIOGRAPHICAL   RECORD. 


1 103 


-cliools,  and  learned  the  trade  of  shoemaking. 
While  stdl  young  lie  came  to  this  coiiniry,  on 
a  sailing  vessel,  and  landed  in  New  York,  poor  in 
overv'thing  save  the  strengfth  and  courage  of  youth. 
Finding  employment  at  his  trade,  he  worked  as  a 
Journeyman  for  a  time,  and  then  started  up  a  shop 
of  his  own,  doing  custom  work.  In  1874  he  left 
Xew  York  and  came  to  Wallingford,  buying  the 
farm  on  which  his  son  Amity  now  resides.  It  con- 
tains 108  acres,  and  under  his  industrious  labors 
was  greatly  improved.  Here  Mr.  Holser  died  in 
1894,  and  he  was  buried  in  Westheld,  ?ilass.  In 
politics  he  was  a  Democrat,  and  in  religion  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Catholic  Church.  Igi;ate  Holser  was 
married  in  July,  1841,  in  the  city  of  New  York,  to 
Miss  Susan  Wolff,  a  native  of  Worms,  Germany, 
and  daughter  of  John  Wolff,  a  carpenter,  who  died 
in  Chicago.  Mrs.  Holser  is  still  living  with  her 
son,  Amity  A.  To  their  union  were  born  the  fol- 
lowing children:  Onrine  married  John  Snyder,  of 
Westheld,  ]\Iass.,  and  is  now  deceased ;  Amity  A. 
is  our  subject;  ^lartin  is  a  resident  of  Northford, 
Conn.;  Emma  married  John  Welsh;  Susan  died 
young;  Susan  (2)  died  unmarried;  two  children 
died  in  infancy. 

Amity  A.  Holser  attended  the  public  schools  of 
the  city  of  Xew  York  and  Westheld,  Mass.  Learn- 
ing the  trade  of  a  carpenter,  he  worked  at  same  for 
nine  years  in  New  York,  and  then  came  to  the  farm 
to  help  his  father.  After  the  death  of  the  latter  the 
farm  passed  into  his  possession,  and  he  has  become 
deeply  interested  in  dairying  and  in  peach  culture. 
A  hard-working  and  industrious  man,  he  has  made 
many  substantial  improvements  in  the  farm  and  its 
management,  and  has  become  quite  prosperous.  In 
lX)litics  he  is  independent,  and  believes  in  a  business 
administration  of  local  and  general  aft'airs.  Domes- 
tic in  his  habits,  he  devotes  himself  to  a  tender  and 
beautiful  care  for  his  mother  in  her  old  age.  He 
has  never  married. 

WILLIAM  G.  HARD,  a  prominent  merchant 
and  honored  citizen  of  Naugatuck,  was  born  in 
Watertown,  Litchfield  Co.,  Conn.,  August  31,  1858. 
He  is  a  representative  of  old  and  highly  respected 
/amilies  of  Connecticut,  hi;  ancestors  for  over 
two  hundred  years  having  been  residents  of  this 
State.  On  the'  paternal  side  he  is  a  descendant  in 
the  eighth  generation  of  James  Hard,  who  settled 
in  Derby  about  1680,  and  married  Elizabeth  Tom- 
linson,  daughter  of  William  Tom'inson.  in  1603. 
So  far  as  is  known  no  other  progenitor  by  the  name 
of  Hard  ever  came  to  this  country  until  after  1800. 
The  descendants  of  James  Hard  are  now  legion; 
besides  the  hundreds  in  this  State  there  are  a  great 
many  in  northern  \'ermont,  and  as  is  the  case  with 
the  posterity  of  many  of  our  early  settlers,  they  are 
now  scattered  throucrhcut  the  L'nited  States.' 

Andrew  C.  Hard,  our  subject's  father,  was  also 
•'i  native  of  Litchfield  county,  born  July  3,  182S, 
and  grew  to  manhood  in  Watertown.     Before  the 


days  of  railroads  he  drove  a  stage  from  that  place 
to  New  Haven,  and  is  still  engaged  in  the  trucking 
business.  His  home  is  in  Watertown.  He  mar- 
ried Miss  Mary  Ann  Russell,  who  was  born  in 
Waterbury  June  30,  183 1,  and  they  became  the 
parents  of  seven  children,  as  follows :  Charles  G., 
born  Sept.  19,  1856,  died  Jan.  18,  1889;  William 
G.,  our  subject,  is  next  in  order  of  birth;  Myron 
R.,  born  Feb.  11,  1S61,  is  a  resident  of  Waterbury; 
Lottie  B.,  born  Sept.  14,  1867,  is  assistant  post- 
master at  Watertown;  Andrew  AL,  born  March 
7,  1869,  Russell  IL,  born  Dec.  15,  1870,  and  John 
M.,  born  April  15,  1874,  are  all  at  home. 

Chester  Russell,  the  maternal  grandfather  of 
our  subject,  was  a  native  of  Waterbury,  and  a 
farmer  by  occupation.  He  died  Dec.  5,  1841,  at 
the  early  age  of  thirty-one  years.  His  father 
Stephen  Russell,  was  also  a  farmer  and  a  resident 
of  Waterbury.  The  latter  married  Sabria  Hotch- 
kiss,  who  was  born  July  19,  1773,  a  daiighter  of 
Amos  and  Abigail  Hotchkiss;  her  father  was  the 
sixth  son  of  Gideon  Hotchkiss,  a  very  prominent 
man  of  his  time  and  a  property  owner  in  New 
Flaven  county,  who  was  born  in  Prospect  Dec.  5, 
1716,  and  died  Sept.  3,  1807.  Gideon  liotchkiss 
was  deacon  of  the  church,  and  served  as  selectman 
and  representative  from  the  town  of  Prospect  (then 
called  Columbia)  to  the  State  Legislature.  He 
was  a  soldier  of  the  French  and  Indian  war,  and 
also  aided  the  Colonies  in  achieving  their  in- 
dependence as  a  soldier  of  the  Revolution,  and  had 
several  sons  in  the  latter  conflict.  He  was  the  fa- 
ther of  nineteen  children,  by  two  marriages,  his 
second  wife  being  Mabel  Stiles,  a  daughter  of  Isaac 
Stiles,  of  Southbury.  To  this  union  were  born 
most  of  his  children.  At  his  death  two  hundred 
and  sixtv-five  of  his  descendants  were  living  around 
him  in  New  Haven  county.  He  was  the  seventh 
child  of  Stephen  Hotchkiss,  a  native  of  New 
Haven,  who  was  born  Aug.  12,  1681,  and  married 
Elizabeth  Sperry,  daughter  of  John  Sperry,  of  New 
Haven.  Stephen  Hotchkiss  was  an  extensive 
farmer,  and  made  his  home  in  the  parish  of 
Cheshire,  in  the  town  of  Wallingford.  His  father, 
Joshua  Hotchkiss,  was  born  in  New  Haven  Sept. 
16,  1651,  and  became  a  leading  citizen  of  the  place. 
He  was  a  son  of  Samuel  Hotchkiss,  a  native  of 
Essex,  England. 

William  G.  Hard,  whose  name  introduces  this 
sketch,  passed  his  boyhood  and  youth  in  Water- 
town,  and  received  his  education  there.  He  began 
his  business  career  as  clerk  in  a  general  store  at 
that  place,  working  for  his  board  and-  clothes,  and 
during  the  seven  years  that  were  thus  passed  thor- 
oughly mastered  the  business  in  all  its  details.  In 
1880  he  went  to  Waterbury,  where  he  clerked  for 
two  years,  and  then  came  to  Naugatuck  as  head 
clerk  for  the  E.  H.  Carrington  Co..  with 
which  he  was  connected  for  five  vears.  In  18S6 
he  opened  a  general  store  of  his  own  in  Nauga- 
tuck, and  now  enJ0}S  a  large  and  lucrative  trade. 
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<  )n  Any:.  24.  iSSt,  Mr.  Hard  married  Miss 
Eudora  E.  Holt,  of  W'aterbury,  a  daughter  of  Nel- 
son Holt,  who  was  a  soldier  of  the  Civil  war  and 
died  in  one  of  the  Southern  prisons  during  that 
struggle.  To  this  union  have  been  born  four  chil- 
dren, namely:  Frank  N. :  Eva  M..  who  died  Jan. 
12,   1893;  Irma  E. ;  and  Mildred  H. 

PoHtically  Mr.  Hard  is  independent,  and  so- 
cially is  a  member  of  the  Independent  Order  of 
Odd  Fellows:  Ancient  Order  of  United  Workmen; 
Knights  of  the  Maccabees  :  Motlern  Woodmen  of 
America;  L^nited  Order  of  the  Golden  Cross:  and 
Independent  Order  Foresters.  In  nearly  all  these 
societies  he  holds  some  responsible  position  of 
trust.  He  is  a  prominent  member  of  the  Congre- 
gational Church  of  Xaugatuck,  and  is  an  active 
worker  in  the  Christian  Endeavor  Society,  in  which 
he  has  held  all  the  offices.  He  was  president  of 
tne  Watertown  Union  for  some  time,  and  was  in- 
strumental in  organizing  the  society  at  that  place. 
He  was  also  one  of  the  founders  of  the  Young 
Men's  Christian  Association  at  that  place :  was  a 
member  of  its  board  of  directors:  and  has  alwavs 
taken  an  active  interest  in  all  church  work.  He 
is  a  busy  man,  yet  he  is  ever  ready  to  pause  in  the 
midst  of  his  duties  to  listen  to  appeals  and  relieve 
the  needy.  He  is  wholly  worthy  the  respect  which 
is  ever\'where  tendered  him.  for  his  name  is  a  syno- 
nym with  honorable  dealing  and  with  all  that  is 
elevating  to  the  individual  and  beneficial  to  the 
city. 

HARRY  S.  HOTCHKISS,  late  of  Xaugatuck, 
was  one  of  the  wealthiest  and  most  popular  citizens 
of  that  town.  He  was  born  in  Xew  Haven  in  Xo- 
vember,   1845. 

Mark  Hotchkiss.  his  grandfather,  was  a  pros- 
perous farmer  of  Xew  Haven  county  and  a  suc- 
cessful teacher.  He  married  Polly  Hotchkis?  ( no 
relative),  and  five  children  were  born  to  them: 
George,  Lucius  E.,  Mary  A.,  Grace  and  Rosette. 
Lucius  E.,  the  second  son.  was  the  father  of  Harry 
S.  Hotchkiss,  and  was  born  m  Prospect,  Conn.  He 
was  a  mason  and  contractor  by  occupation,  con- 
ducting business  first  in  Xew  Haven  and  afterward 
in  Xaugatuck,  where  he  died  Jan.  6,  1877.  He  mar- 
ried Harriet  Cooper,  and  they  had  two  children : 
Mary,  who  died  when  four  years  old :  and  Harry  S. 

Harry  S.  Hotchkiss  received  his  early  educa- 
tion in  the  schools  of  his  native  town  and  at 
Hackettstown,  X.  J.  He  learned  the  trade  of  a 
mason  from  his  father,  and  followed  same,  in  con- 
nection with  contracting,  until  his  death,  which 
occurred  Feb.  i,  1899.  He  was  successful  beyond 
expectation,  being  naturallv  endowed  with  brains, 
pluck  and  perseverance,  to  which  were  joined  stead- 
fast industry  and  close  attention.  He  was  a  man 
of  kindly  disposition  and  generous  impulses,  and 
noted  for  his  probity.  In  his  political  creed  Mr. 
Hotchkiss  was  a  Republican.  He  served  as  town 
assessor,   and   also    four   years   as    selectman.      He 


was  a  thirtv-second-degree  Freemajon  and  a  mem- 
ber of  the  I.  O.  R.  m! 

Mr.  Hotchkiss  married.  Feb.  16,  1872,  Mrs. 
?\Iaria  R.  (Beach)  Seymour,  who  by  her  first  hus- 
band had  a  daughter,  Cora,  now  the  wife  of  Harry 
A.  P.ennett,  of  Xew  York,  who-  is  connected  witli 
the  Title  &  Trust  Guaranty  Co.  of  that  city.  Airs. 
Hotchkiss  was  born  in  Winchester,  Conn.,  of  which 
town  her  paternal  grandfather,  Caleb  Beach,  was 
an  early  settler,  having  removed  there  from  Goshen, 
this  State.  He  erected  a  log  cabin  there  about  1740, 
and  some  time  during  the  decade  1760-70  built  the 
first  frame  house  ever  put  up  in  the  town.  It  is 
still  standing,  and  one  of  its  most  notable  features 
is  its  huge  stone  chimney,  12x7  feet  at  the  base. 
Hezekiah  Beach,  son  of  Caleb,  was  the  father  of 
Mrs.  Hotchkiss.  He.  too.  was  born  in  Winchester. 
where  he  married  Caroline  Clark,  a  daughter  of 
Jude  Clark,  a  fanner  of  Burlington,  Conn.  Mrs. 
Maria  R.  Hotchkiss  was  the  fourth  in  the  family 
of  ten  children  born  to  Hezekiah  and  Caroline 
Beach,  of  whom  three — Julius.  Sarah  J.  and  Charles 
— died  in  infancy  or  early  childhood.  Of  those  who- 
reached  mature  years.  George,  Frank  and  Harry 
are  farmers,  the  two  first  named  in  Winchester,  and 
the  latter  in  Xaugatuck.  Ellen  married  John  Baker, 
a  sash  and  door  manufacturer  of  Pleasant  \'alley, 
Conn.,  and  is  now  deceased.  Samuel  is  a  mechanic, 
and  resides  in  Beacon  Falls.  Hezekiah  Beach  died 
in  September.  1872.  and  his  wife  passed  avi-ay  in 
1854.  He  was  a  man  of  influence  and  was  sin- 
cerely beloved  for  his  manly  character  and  many 
virtues.  In  early  manhood  he  was  a  member  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  but  in  later  years 
was  a  Second  Adventist.  In  politics  he  was  a  Re- 
publican. 

HORACE  G.  FOSDICK,  a  well-known  and 
successful  wholesale  baker  in  Ansonia,  was  born  in 
Sandisfield,  Berkshire  Co.,  Mass.,  March  24,  1859, 
son  of  Robbins  Fosdick,  who  was  born  in  the 
same  place.  George  Fosdick,  his  father,  was  born 
in  Wethersfield,  Conn.,  and  was  a  son  of  ^\'illianl 
Fosdick,  a  sea  captain,  who  was  also  born  in  Weth- 
ersfield. 

The  Fosdicks  settled  early  in  Xew  England,  and 
an  ancestor  of  the  family  purchased  land  in  Charles- 
town  as  early  as  1635.  From  tliat  point  he  went  to. 
Xew  London.  Horace  G.  Fosdick  is  in  the  ninth 
generation  of  his  family  in  this  country.  His 
grandfather  served  in  the  war  of  1812.  He  was  a 
saddler,  and  spent  his  life  in  Sandisfield.  where  he 
died  at  the  age  of  eighty-four  years.  He  married 
Rachel  Parrot,  who  was  born  in  Canaan,  and  her 
father  was  a  Quaker  from  Pennsylvania,  though 
she  attended  the  Congregational  Church  with  her 
husband.  They  had  a  large  family.  Mrs.  Fosdick 
died  at  the  age  of  eighty-two. 

Robbins  Fosdick.  noted  above  as  the  father  ot" 
Hi'race  G..  \vas  reared  in  Sanrlisfield,  where  he 
received  his  education  in  the  public  schools.     He 
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learned  the  trade  of  harnessmakinij,  remained  at 
home,  and  followed  farming  in  connection  with  his 
trade.  He  resided  in  Sandistield  up  to  18S4,  when 
he  removed  to  Ansonia,  Coim.,  ancl  has  since  lived 
with  his  son  Horace  G.  ^Mr.  Fosdick  took  an  active 
part  in  the  "Know-Xothing"'  movement,  and  since 
that  curious  uprising  in  politics  has  been  a  Repub- 
lican, reading  widely  and  being  well  posted  on  all 
questions  at  issue.  He  married  Lucinda  Collins, 
who  was  born  in  Tyringham,  Mass.,  a  daughter  of 
Chester  Collins,  a  farmer  at  that  place.  They  had 
five  children,  three  of  whom  are  still  living: 
Amisinda  married  Alphonso  Merrell.  of  Westtield, 
Mass.;  Horace  G.  is  the  subject  proper  of  these 
lines;  George,  who  lives  in  Derby,  is  foreman  of  the 
rolling  stock  of  the  electric  railway.  The  mother 
died  in  1894,  at  the  age  of  sixtv-five  years.  She 
was  a  member  of  the  Baptist  Church,  and  is  re- 
membered as  a  good  wife  and  mother.  James  Fos- 
dick, a  brother  of  Robbins,  served  in  the  Civil  war. 
Horace  G.  Fosdick  spent  his  earlier  years  under 
the  parental  roof  and  was  educated  in  the  public 
schools.  At  the  age  of  fourteen  years  he  went  to 
Derby,  and  drove  team  for  a  business  man  of  that 
place;  he  attended  school  during  the  winter  for 
five  seasons.  After  this  he  spent  one  year  in  a 
grocery  and  meat  market,  and  another  year  as  clerk 
in  a  confectionery  establishment.  In  1880  he  came 
to  Ansonia  and  began  business  as  a  confectioner, 
continuing  in  this  line  for  eighteen  months,  and 
selling  out  to  Charles  Blair.  Mr.  Fosdick  was  not 
long  idle,  and  bought  his  present  establisliment  from 
a  Mr.  Trumpbour.  who  had  done  both  a  wholesale 
and  retail  business  in  a  small  way.  Under  the  en- 
ergetic management  of  Mr.  Fosdick  the  business  has 
steadily  increased  until  now  five  wagons  are  in  use, 
and  as  many  bakers  are  employed.  Mr.  Fosdick 
undoubtedly  commands  the  most  extensive  patron- 
age of  any  man  in  his  line  in  the  city,  and  is  known 
as  one  of  the  oldest  business  men  there,  having  been 
engaged  in  his  present  place  for  more  than  twentv 
years.  His  customers,  both  wholesale  and  retail, 
are  found  in  Seymour,  Shelton  and  Derby,  as  well 
as  Ansonia,  and  as  he  turns  out  the  best  of  goods 
they  are  more  than  satisfied.  Mr.  Fo,-dick  gives 
close  personal  attention  to  all  the  details  of  his 
business.  In  1889  he  purchased  his  present  prop- 
erly, on  which  he  has  made  many  and  expensive 
improvements.  He  also  owns  a  small  farm,  where 
he  keeps  cows  to  provide  the  milk  for  his  baking 
business.  There  are  ten  horses  in  his  stables,  and 
they  receive  the  best  of  care ;  he  has  not  lost  a 
horse  for  sixteen  years,  and  their  fine  appearance 
shows  the  touch  of  a  kindly  hand. 

Mr.  Fosdick  was  married,  in  1887,  to  Miss  Katy 
Vandercook.  a  daughter  of  William  \'andercook, 
of  Albany.  N.  Y.,  where  she  was  born.  Mrs.  Fos- 
dick is  one  of  a  family  of  four  children.  To  her 
union  with  our  subject  have  come  five  children : 
Horace  G.,  W'illard,  Annie.  Lrttie  and  Ciiarles  H. 

In  political  sentiment  Air.  Fosdick  is  a  Repub- 
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lican.  He  iji  regarded  as  one  of  the  leading  citi- 
zens of  his  community.  He  is  a  member  of  Xauga- 
tuck  Lodge,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  with  which  he  has  been 
connected  since  he  was  twenty-one,  was  secretary 
of  the  lodge  three  terms,  and  for  several  years  was 
an  active  worker  in  the  Temple  of  Honor.  In  re- 
ligious connection  he  unites  with  the  Baptist 
Church,  where  he  has  served  as  trustee  and  secre- 
tary for  three  years. 

EDWARD  -M.  STANLEY,  one  of  the  many 
renable  ancl  capable  workmen  of  which  the  city  of 
Waterbury  boasts,  was  born  Feb.  24,  1859,  ^^ 
Hopeville,  town  of  Waterbury. 

William  Stanley,  his  father,  was  born  in  Bir- 
mingham. England,  son  of  William  Stanley,  who 
came  from  Birmingham  in  1829.  The  latter  was 
the  grandfather  of  William  J.,  J.  L.  and  Frederick 
E.  Stanley,  whose  sketches  appear  elsewhere. 
William  Stanley,  father  of  Edward  M.,  was  brought 
to  Waterbury  by  his  parents  when  a  lad  of  seven 
3-ears,  and  died  there  Sept.  30,  1875.  When  a  boy- 
he  entered  the  button  shop  of  Air.  Benedict,  and 
wiien  old  enough  he  learned  the  trade  of  brass  roll- 
ing. Failing  health  drove  him  from  the  factory, 
and  in  1848  he  engaged  in  the  carriage  trimming 
business,  catering  to  the  trade.  For  some  years  he 
was  engaged  in  business  in  New  York  City  and 
Newark,  N.  J.  In  1863  he  came  back  to  Water- 
bury and  helped  to  form  the  Carrington  Manufac- 
turing Co.,  of  which  he  was  treasurer  for  some 
time.  Then,  disposing  of  his  interest  in  that  firm,, 
he  helped  form  the  Matthews  &  Stanley  Manufac- 
turing Co.,  of  which  he  was  treasurer  until  his 
death.  He  was  a  devoted  friend,  and  earnest  in  his 
advocacy  of  every  good  cause.  He  was  well  known 
in  Alasonic  circles,  and  was  recognized  as  a  faith- 
ful worker  in  the  First  Alethodist  Church.  For  his 
first  wife  William  Stanley  marrieu  Phoebe  For- 
rest, who  died  early  in  life.  Betsey  Miller,  his  sec- 
ond wife,  was  born  in  Ancram,  Columbia  Co., 
N.  Y.,  daughter  of  Silas  Miller,  a  farmer  of  that 
region,,  who  spent  his  later  life  at  Salisbury,  Conn., 
wnere  he  died  at  the  age  of  ninety  years.  Willjam 
Stanley  and  his  wife  Betsey  were  the  parents'  of 
three  children:  William,  Perry  and  Edward  M. 
William  died  April  11,  1857,  at  the  a^e  of  three 
years,  and  Perry  died  Nov.  16,  1862,  at  the  age  of 
five  years. 

Edward  M.  Stanley  spent  his  boyhood  davs  in 
Hopeville,  where  he  attended  the  local  school.  '  His 
higher  education  was  obtained  in  the  Waterbury 
high  school  and  a  private  school  at  Riverside. 
where  he  spent  three  years.  The  young  man  be- 
gan his  life  work  in  the  shops  of  the  Matthews  & 
Willard  Alanufacturing  Co.,  where  he  became  a 
skilled  burnisher  and  toolmaker,  and  where  he 
worked  for  seven  years.  In  18S9  he  entered  the 
factory  of  the  Scovill  Alanufacturing  Co.,  as  a  tool- 
maker,  and  has  remained  with  that  well-known  firm 
to  the  present  time. 
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On  Nov.  I,  1S93,  Mr.  Stanley  married  3.1iss 
Helen  M.  Aloshier,  who  was  born  in  Waterbury, 
March  15,  1870,  a  daughter  of  Augustus  and 
Georgiana  (Darling)  Moshier.  Her  grandfather, 
Charles  Mosier,  changed  his  name  to  Aloshier.  He 
was  of  German  extraction.  In  early  life  he  was  or- 
dained an  Episcopal  minister,  but  in  later  years  he 
followed  the  trade  of  a  wheel-wright.  He  died 
Nov.  24,  1855.  Augustus  Aloshier  was  born  in  the 
city  of  New  York,  Feb.  7,  1841,  and  died  Jan.  27, 
1900.  He  was  a  carpenter  by  trade,  and  carried  on 
the  business  of  contractor  and  builder.  His  wife 
was  born  in  New  York  City,  Dec.  25,  1850,  and  is 
still  living.  They  had  six  children:  Helen  M. 
(Mrs.  Stanley);  Charles  .\.,  Sarah  A.,  Georgiana, 
Susan  A.  and'  Edith  AI. .  Charles  A.  is  a  machinist 
with  the  Scovill  Manufacturing  Co.  Sarah  A.  mar- 
ried George  \V.  Morse,  of  Cheshire.  Conn.  Georgi- 
ana   married    Edwin    A.    Jessell,    of    Waterbury. 

-.Susan  and  Edith  are  still  in  school. 

IMr.  and  Mrs.  Stanley  are  the  parents  of  two 

■children :  Margaret  AI.,  born  Sept.  26,  1899,  died 
Oct.  3,  1S99;  William  A.  was  born  June  24,  1901. 
Mr.  Stanley  is  a  Republican  politically.  He  be- 
longs to  Townsend  Lodge,  No.  8q.  I.  O.  O.  F., 
Comstock  Lodge,  No.  13,  K.  of  P.,  and  to  Mizpah 
Colony,  No.  163,  United  Order  of  Pilgrim 
Fathers.     He  attends  St.  John's  Episcopal  Church. 

JOHN  PATRICK  CALLAHAN,  assistant  su- 
perintendent of  the  Braiiford  Lock  Works,  Bran- 
ford,  is  a  native  of  Connecticut,  born  June  30,  1856, 
in  New  Haven. 

John  P.  Callahan,  son  of  John  Callaghan  (for 
so  he  spelled  his  name),  was  born  in  County  Cork, 
Ireland,  and  about  the  year  1845  '^ame  to  this  coun- 
try, landing  at  New  York,  where  for  a  time  he  was 
master  workman  at  the  carriage-spring  making 
trade.  He  made  carriage  springs  that  were  ex- 
hibited at  the  "Great  E.xhibition"  ( World's  Ex- 
position) held  in  London,  England,  at  the  "Crystal 
Palace,''  in  1851.  He  married  Ellen  Collins  in  New- 
York  City,  then  removed  from  there  to  Newark, 
N.  J.,  and  thence,  about  the  year  1S50,  to  New- 
Haven,  where  he  spent  tlie  remainder  of  his  days, 
dying  in  1868.  His  children  who  grew  to  maturity 
w-ere:  Ellen.  Mother  Basilia,  of  St.  Patrick's 
Academy,  Chicago,  111. ;  Alary,  Mother  Philomena, 
of  St.  Bernard's  Convent,  Nashville,  Tenn. ;  John 
Patrick  ;  and  William  J. 

John  P.  Callahan,  our  subject,  was  reared  in  his 
native  city.  New  Haven,  and  received  his  education 
in  part  at  the  public  and  parochial  schools ;  after 
■  commencing  work  he  attended  night  school.  In 
1868,  when  but  twelve  years  old,  he  began  work 
in  the  lock  works  of  Mallory,  Wheeler  &  Co.,  New 
Haven,  and  in  course  of  time  learned  the  trade  of 
lock  fitter,  remaining  in  their  employ  ten  years.  In 
1879  li'^  removed  to  Branforfi,  where  he  has  since 
been  engaged  with  the  I'miu"  rd  L^x-k  Works. 

On  Jan.  7,    1880,   Air.   Callahan   was  united  in 


marriage  with  Alice  T.  Carne\-,  daughter  of  James 
and  Alargaret  (Cusick)  Carney,  of  Branford,  form- 
erly  of   Ireland,   and   six   children,   all  yet   living, 
have  been  born  to  them :     Alargaret,  B.  T.,  John 
L.,  James   P.,  \\'illiam  Vincent  and  Gerald.     The 
j   entire  family  are  members  of  the  Catholic  Church. 
j   Socially  Air.  Callahan  is  a  member  of  the  Knights 
I  of  Columbus,  and  one  of  the  organizers  of  Eldred 
,   Council,    No.    10,    of    Branford,    of     which     he    is 
i  financial  secretary :  is  also  a  member  of  the  N.  E.  O. 
j  of  P.,  and  of  the  Y.  &  T.  Alutual  Benefit  Society; 
j  and  a  member  of  the  Branford  Agriculture  and  Hor- 
i  ticultural  Society,  of  which  he  is  secretary.  He  has 
I  held  various  public  positions,  having  served  as  grand 
j  juror,  auditor  and  tax  collector,  and  at  present  he 
i  represents  Branford  in  the  State  Legislature;  he  is 
clerk  of  the  committee  on  Alanual  and  Roll. 

The  Callaghans   (for  such  is  the  usual  spelling 
I  of  the  name)  are  prominent  people  in  Ireland.    Pat- 
I   rick  Callaghan,  an  uncle  of  our  subject,  is  a  large 
1  land  owner  in  County  Cork,  and  enjoys  the   dis- 
tinction of  never  having  had  trouble  with  his  ten- 
ants, something  unusual  on  the  "ould  sod."     One  of 
his  sons  is  a  bishop  in  the  Catholic  Church  in  Ire- 
i  land,  and  altogether  the  family  enjoy  high  standing. 

i  _  AUSTIN  B.  PIERPONT.  proprietor  of  a  thriv- 
I  ing  meat  market,  milk  depot,  etc.,  in  the  city  of 
I  Waterbury,  was  born  in  that  town  Feb.  11,  1849, 
j  on  the  same  farm  on  which  his  father,  Charles  J. 
Pierpont,  was  born. 

Ezra  Pierpont,  great-grandfather  of  our  sub- 
ject, was  also  in  all  probability  born  in  the  town 
of  Waterbury.  He  was  a  farmer,  served  in  the 
war  of  the  Revolution,  and  was  quite  prominent  in 
town  affairs,  serving  long  as  a  selectman,  and  also 
filling  several  other  offices.  He  reared  several  chil- 
dren, among  whom  were  Seabury,  Luther.  Austin 
(grandfather  of  our  subject).  Stiles  and  Joseph. 
All  the  sons  became  farmers  and  lived  in  the  town 
of  Waterbury.  Luther  and  Austin  served  in  the 
war  of  18 1 2. 

Austin  Pierpont.  grandfather  of  Austin  B.,  was 
a  prosperous   farmer.     He  married   Sally  Beecher, 
of  Waterbury.    Of  the  children  born  to  them  seven 
reached  maturity,  viz.:   Enos  A.,  Ezra  A.,  Alinerva, 
Charles  J.   (father  of  our  subject),  Jennette,  Will- 
iam   S.    and    Ellen.     Enos   A.    was    a    farmer   and 
1  butcher   in   Waterbury.   where    he   died.     Ezra   A. 
I   was  also  a  farmer  and  oyster  peddler  in  the  same 
j  town,  and  there  ended  his  days.     Alinerva  married 
i  Amos  Mo;s,  a  farmer,  carpenter  and  sawmill  and 
j  cidermill  proprietor  of  Cheshire.     Jennette  became 
j  the  wife  of  Amos  J.  Beers,  a  wholesale  fruit  dealer 
1   in   New   Haven.     William   S.    was   a   carpenter   in 
I   Waterbury.     Ellen  married  Lorenzo  Peck,  a  mer- 
i   chant  of  New  Haven.     The  father  of  this   family 
j  met  an  untimely  fate  bv  a  stroke  of  lightning,  but 
!   not  until  he  had  rounded  out  a  useful  and  bene- 
I  ficent  career. 
I         Charles  J.  Pierpont,  father  of  our  subject,  was 
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a  fanner  and  butcher  in  Waterbury,  where  he 
jjasse'l  his  entire  hfe.  He  married  Mary  A.  Warn- 
er, a  native  of  the  town,  and  a  daugliter  of  Jared 
Warner,  a  farmer;  he  was  a  foldier  of  the  war  of 
1812.  Justis  Warner,,  father  of  Jared,  was  also  a 
farmer,  and  descended  from  one  of  the  oldest 
families  in  the  county.  After  their  marriage. Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Charles  J.  Pierpont  settled  on  the  home 
farm,  where  they  reared  their  six  children,  viz. : 
Oiarles  J.  is  water  inspector  of  Waterbury  (he  is 
■  mentioned  eliewherej  ;  Austin  B.  is  the  subject 
proper  of  this  sketch ;  Ellen  C.  married  George  W . 
Conner,  proprietor  of  an  express  line  from  Water- 
bury to  New  Haven ;  \Mlion  L.  is  a  farmer  and 
milkdealer  in  Waterbury :  Merritt  E.  is  a  grocer  in 
the  city ;  JNIary  Ann  married  Charles  S.  Aliller,  a 
mechanic  of  Waterbury.  In  politics  the  father  of 
this  family  was  a  Democrat,  and  in  their  church 
relationship  the  family  are  Episcopalians. 

Austin  B.  Pierpont  passed  his  boyhood  on  the 
home  farm,  and  was  educated  in  the  district  school. 
He  then  taught  one  season,  and  later  attended  the 
Waterbury  high  school,  after  leaving  which  he 
hired  out  to  his  uncle,  Enos  Pierpont,  and  worked 
■for  him  seventeen  years  in  the  meat  business.  At 
the  end  of  that  time  he  bought  him  out,  and  has 
ever  since  conducted  a  most  prosperous  trade  in 
meats,  dairy  products,  etc. 

In  1872  Mr.  Pierpont  married  Lucy  A.  Welton, 
a  daughter  of  Joseph  Welton,  of  Waterville,  and  to 
this  union  have  been  born  three  children :  Arthur 
J.,  born  in  1876,  is  still  on  the  farm;  Herbert,  born 
in  1883,  died  at  the  age  of  five  months;  Morton  E., 
born  in  1885,  is  now  attending  Storrs'  Agricultural 
College. 

Mr.  Pierpont  is  a  Republican  in  politics,  and  has 
twice  represented  New  Haven  county  on  the  State 
Board  of  Agriculture.  He  has  been  master  of  Mad 
River  Grange,  Excelsior  Pomona  Grange,  and  has 
always  'been  actively  interested  in  the  promotion 
of  agricultural  affairs,  having  served  as  vice-presi- 
dent of  the  Wolcott  Agricultural  Society,  a  position 
he  still  fills ;  he  is  also  active  in  other  afi'airs,  and 
lends  a  helpful  hand  in  all.  He  is  president  of  the 
East  Farms  Cemetery  Association,  and  a  trustee-of 
Mill  Plain  Chapel  Society,  which  he  helped  to  estab- 
lish. His  influence  is  felt  in  many  undertakings. 
He  is  of  a  genial,  benevolent  and  fraternal  disposi- 
tion, and  is.  a  prominent  member  of  Xosahogan 
Lodge,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  Waterbury,  in  which  he  has 
passed  all  the  chairs,  and  of  Ansantawae  Encamp- 
ment. Mr.  Pierpont  is  a  vestryman  in  Trinity 
Episcopal  Church.  Socially  he  is  very  highly  es- 
teemed, and  his  family  share  with  him  the  regard 
<'f  their  neighbors  and  friends  generally. 

GEORGE  SMITH  DAVIS,  member  of  .the 
firm  of  Landon  &  Davis,  general  merchants.  Guil- 
f'Td,  1=;  a  native  of  the  tov.-n  of  Guilford,  born  Dec. 
-•'.  1834.  of  'Welsh  ancestry. 

Joel  Davis,  his  grandfather,  was  born  in  Kiil- 
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ingworth,  .Middlesex  Co..  Conn.,  whence  after  his 
marriage  he  moved  to  Guilford,  where  he  pur- 
chased a  farm,  and  where  he  passed  the  rest  of  his 
days,  dying  in  i860.  He  was  a  member  of  the 
Episcopal  Church,  a  Whig  in  politics,  and  was 
progressive  and  prosperous.  In  Killingworth, 
Conn.,  he  married  Achsah  Davis,  of  that  town,  and 
seven  children  were  born  to  them:  Henrv,  Sarah, 
George  W.  (deceased),  George  W.  (2)  (sketch  of 
whom  follows).  Harriet,  Leonard  and  James.  The 
parents  both  died  at  the  f.Trm,  and  are  buried  in 
the  West  Side  cemetery. 

George  W.  Davis,  father  of  George  S..  was 
born  in  1822  in  Guilford,  and  there  passed  his 
entire  life  in  agricultural  pursuits,  dying  in  iSqo. 
He  attended  the  Episcopal  Church,  was  a  Demo- 
crat in  politics,  arid  was  a  highly  honored  man. 
In  1850,  in  Guilford,  he  married  Cornelia  Smith, 
who  was  born  in  1827,  daughter  of  Tabor  and 
Myra  (Hoadley)  Smith,  and  three  children  were 
born  to  them:  Cornelia,  deceased  in  infancy; 
George  S.,  sketch  of  whom  follows:  and  Charles 
W.,  who  is  engaged  in  business  with  his  brother. 

George  S.  Davis,  the  subject  proper  of  this 
sketch,  attended  the  district  school  of  Guilford, 
also  the  high  school,  and  at  the  a,ge  of  sixteen 
years  went  to  Hartford,  Conn.,  where  he  secured 
emplo\Tnent  as  clerk  in  a  dry-goods  store.  He 
remained  there  ei.ght  years,  in  1878  returning  to 
Guilford  and  becoming  clerk  in  the  postoffice. 
Then,  at  the  end  of  five  years,  in  1883.  being  pos- 
sessed of  a  small  capital,  he  and  S.  W.  Landon 
embarked  in  the  grocery  business  in  Guilford,  un- 
der the  firm  name  of  Landon  &  Davis.  Mr.  Lan- 
don died  in  1890,  and  Mr.  Davis  has  since  con- 
tinued the  business  under  the  same  name,  and, 
through  courtesy,  genial  manners,  and  close  atten- 
tion to  business,  has  built  up  an  extensive  trade. 

iMr.  Davis  is  a  Republican.  In  1885  he  was 
elected  town  treasurer,  and  has  since  filled  the 
office  with  credit  to  himself  and  to  the  satisfaction 
of  the  public ;  has  also  for  the  past  ten  years  filled 
the  office  of  borough  and  town  treasurer  with  equal 
acceptance.  In  1889  he  was  elected  to  the  State 
Legislature,  and  served  one  term  at  Hartford,  dur- 
ing which  time  he  was  on  the  committee  on  New 
Towns  and  Probate  Districts.  In  1891  he  was  re- 
elected. He  filled  the  office  of  burgess  of  the 
borough  one  term,  and  in  1881  was  appointed  a 
notary  public  by  the  governor.  Socially  he  is  a 
member  of  the  F.  &  A.  AL.  affiliating  with  St. 
Alban's  Lodge.  No.  38.  of  which  he  is  past  master 
and  treasurer ;  he  is  a  Knight  Templar,'  connected 
with  New  Haven  Commandery,  No.  2,  and  with 
Halleck  Chapter,  also  with  the  Eastern  Star :  is 
also  a  member  of  the  New  England  Order  of  Pro- 
tection and  the  Royal  Arcanum.  In  religious 
faith  he  is  a  member  of  the  Episcopal  Church,  of 
v.'hich  he  has  been  warden  for  the  past  twelve  years, 
also  treasurer. 

On    Dec.    i6,    1885,    in    Guilford,    George    S. 
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Davis  was  married  to  Annie  G.  Fowler,  daus^hter 
of  Henry  Fowler,  and  three  children  have  been 
bom  to  them:  Henrv  Fowler  died  in  infancv ; 
Elizabeth  G.  and  Annie  C.  are  both  attending 
school. 

LEWIS  MOXROE  PHELPS  was  born  Ang. 
22,  1841,  in  Xorthampton,  Mass..  where  his  father, 
Spencer  Phelps,  was  born  in  September.  1797,  and 
died  in  1873.  Spencer  Phelps  was  a  farmer,  and 
was  also  engaged  in  the  butchering  business.  Fie 
was  a  Whig  in  political  faith,  and  became  a  Re- 
publican on  the  formation  of  the  party.  He  at- 
tended the  First  Congregational  Church.  In  1823 
he  married  Miss  Annie  Harris,  of  Xorthampton, 
who  was  born  Dec.  21,  1801,  in  X^orwich,  and  died 
in  1873  in  Xorthampton.  INIass.,  where  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Phelps  were  buried.  Their  family  comprised  the 
following  children:  (i)  George  S.  has  a  carriage 
'business  at  X'orthampton.  Mass.  (2)  Anna  Maria 
married  Enos  Wright,  of  X'orthampton.  (3)  Ed- 
ward died  in  infancy.  (4)  Edward  H.  is  a  re- 
tired tinsmith  of  Xorthampton.  (5)  Martha  mar- 
ried Henry  Cobb,  of  Saxton's  River,  \'t.  ( 6) 
Henry  S.  was  a  soldier  in  the  L'nion  army  during 
the  Civil  war,  serving  as  a  member  of  Company  C, 
nth  L^nited  States  Regulars,  was  taken  prisoner, 
and  died  in  Andersonville.  (7)  Charles  W.  died  at 
the  age  of  eighteen  years.  (8)  Lewis  Monroe  is 
the  gentleman  whose  name  appears  at  the  introduc- 
tion of  this  article. 

Ebenezer  Phelps,  father  of  Spencer,  was  born  in 
Northampton,  and  was  in  his  lifetime  a  very  prom- 
inent farmer  and  large  land  owner.  A  large  tract 
of  land  which  belonged  to  him  is  now  the  center 
of  the  city  of  Xorthampton.  He  married  Kezia 
Parsons,  and  they  had  eight  children.  The  Phelps 
family  descends  from  three  brothers  who  came  over 
from  England  very  early  in  the  history  of  the 
Colonies  and  settled  in  Vermont,  ^Massachusetts 
and   Connecticut,   respectively. 

Lewis  M.  Phelps  spent  his  boyhood  and  youth 
in  X'orthampton,  ^lass.,  and  obtained  his  educa- 
tion under  the  shadow  of  Mt.  Tom.  At  fourteen 
he  left  school  and  went  to  work,  on  different  farms, 
three  years  later  going  to  the  West,  and  spending 
two  years  in  Illinois  and  Iowa.  Returning  to 
N'orthampton,  he  set  himself  to  the  trade  of  car- 
riagemaker,  which  he  followed  until  he  reached 
the  age  of  twenty-four.  Mr.  Phelps  enlisted,  in 
August,  1862,  as  a  member  of  Company  C,  52d 
Mass.  V.  I.,  and  served  until  Aug.  14,  1863.  He 
was  at  Port  Hudson,  and  in  many  notable  battles 
of  the  war. 

Mr.  Phelps  began  a  contracting  business  when 
he  was  twenty-four  years  old,  and  followed  same 
for  about  one  year.  At  Springfield  he  was  em- 
ployed for  six  years  by  the  Wesson  Manufacturing 
Co.,  where  he  was  foreman  in  charge  of  a  gang 
of  men.  He  held  a  similar  position  in  the  shops 
of    the    New    York,    New    Haven    &    Hartford 


Railway  Co.,  and  in  1875  he  came  to  Wallinrjfnrd 
to  open  a  tinning,  plumbing,  heating  and  stove  busi- 
ness, in  which  line  he  has  accumulated  a  substantial 
fortune.  Twelve  years  ago  he  leased  his  present 
store  in  the  Wallace  block,  and  purchased  a  half 
interest  therein.  In  1898  he  bought  the  other  half 
of  the  block.  Mr.  Phelps  is  largely  interested  in 
real  estate  and  owns  several  very  desirable  tene- 
ment houses,  which  he  has  built  in  recent  years. 
Politically  he  is  a  Republican,  and  he  is  now  serv- 
ing as  justice  of  the  peace ;  since  his  location  in 
the  city  he  has  had  charge  of  the  department  of 
weights  and  measures ;  for  two  years  he  was  a 
member  of  the  court  of  bureesses  ;  in  October,  1901, 
he  was  appointed  electrical  conmiissioner,  for  tliree 
years. 

^Ir.  Phelps  was  married,  June  i,  1864,  to  Aliss 
Jennie  ]\I.  Hastings,  of  South  Deerfield,  Mass., 
daughter  of  Sanuiel  Hastings.  Air.  Phelps  is  a 
member  of  Arthur  Dutton  Post,  G.  A.  R.,  and 
Compass  Lodge,  F.  &  A.  M.  He  is  also  a  promi- 
nent Odd  Fellow,  has  passed  all  the  chairs  of  the 
Subordinate  Lodge,  and  for  a  number  of  years  has 
been  a  member  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  the  State. 
He  is  also  a  member  of  the  Encampment,  Rebekah 
and  Canton  branches  of  the  order.  He  was  a  prime 
mover  in  the  organization  of  Accanant  Lodge,  and 
was  its  first  vice-grand;  has  served  as  treasurer 
of  Friendship  Encampment,  and  is  now  a  member 
of  the  board  of  tnistees. 

GEORGE  S.  GILLETTE,  a  highly-esteemed 
resident  of  the  town  of  Milford,  was  born  Jan.  14, 
1850,  in  the  house  in  which  he  resided  until  recently. 
Benjamin  Gillette,  his  great-grandfather,  served 
as  a  soldier  during  the  Revolutionan,-  war,  and 
the  family  has  long  been  noted  for  the  qual- 
ities that  go  to  the  m.aking  of  good  citizen- 
ship. Garriet  Gillette,  our  subject's  grandfather, 
was  born  in  J^Iilford,  and  became  a  farmer  by 
occupation.  He  married  X'ancy  Piatt,  and 
had  a  large  family  of  children,  as  follows: 
John,  a  builder  in  Prospect,  died  in  that  town ; 
George  died  in  Xaugatuck;  Garriet,  a  farmer,  died 
in  Prospect ;  Bennett,  a  carpenter,  died  at  his  home 
in  Prospect;  Rtifus,  a  carpenter,  is  living  in  retire- 
ment in  Xaugatuck:  William,  our  subject's  father, 
is  mentioned  more  fully  below ;  Sarah  A.  married 
Harry  ]\Iorse.  and  resides  in  Prospect;  Z^Iary  (de- 
i  ceased)  married  Harry  Smith,  of  Prospect;  Abby 
married  Lucius  Talmadge.  of  Prospect  (both  are 
now  deceased )  ;  two  died  in  childhood. 

William  Gillette  was  born  in  1822,  in  Prospect, 
and  died  April  14,  1878.  After  his  marriage  he 
located  on  a  farm  on  Long  Island  Sound,  in  the 
I  southern  part  of  [Milford,  the  old  homestead  of  the 
I  grandfather,  where  his  remaining  vears  were  spent. 
j  As  a  citizen  he  was  much  respected,  and  for  years 
:  he  took  an  active  interest  in  local  affairs  as  a  mem- 
i  ber  of  the  Republican  party.  He  was  also  very  ac- 
I  tive  in  the  church.     He  married  Susan  Bucking- 
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liati!,  dauglitor  of  John  Buckingham,  a  native  of 
Milford.  She  died  Oct.  4.  1879.  Of  their  six  chil- 
dren, the  eldest,  ^lary  E.,  married  N.  Truman 
Smith,  a  farmer  in  Milford;  George  S.  is  mentioned 
telow ;  Miss  Martha  X.  resides  in  Milford ;  Charles 
W.  conducts  the  old  homestead ;  Miss  Susan  C.  re- 
sides in  Milford:  and  Xettie  died  in  infancy. 

George  S.  Gillette  was  reared  on  the  old  home- 
stead in  Milford,  and  after  completing  a  course  in 
the  neighboring  district  school  attended  the  Mil- 
ford high  school  and  a  private  school  conducted  by 
Jonas  French.  At  the  age  of  twenty-two  he  went 
to  Kansas  and  worked  on  a  farm  for  a  year,  and  he 
spent  the  next  five  years  in  X'evada,  in  various  em- 
plo}Tnents.  In  1878  he  returned  to  the  homestead, 
a  farm  of  thirty-eight  acres,  and  made  a  specialty 
of  raising  garden  seeds.  Recently  he  came  into 
possession  of  the  old  Buckingham  homestead,  the 
place  where  his  mother  was  born,  and  has  taken  up 
iiis  home  there. 

On  Dec.  13,  1893,  ^Mr.  Gillette  married  Miss 
Flora  Belle  Hanscome,  of  iMaine,  daughter  of  Rev. 
Alva  H.  Hanscome,  and  a  member  of  an  old  fam- 
ily of  that  State.  They  have  one  child,  William 
Buckingham.  Mr.  Gillette  is  a  Republican  in  poli- 
tics, and  has  served  many  years  as  assessor  and  a 
member  of  the  board  of  relief.  He  and  his  wife 
"belong  to  the  Congregational  Church,  and  he  is  also 
an  active  worker  in  the  Roval  Arcanum  and  of  the 
I.  O.  O.  F.  at  Milford. 

NATHAX  W.  GREEXMAX,  a  well-known 
resident  of  W'aterbury,  is  a  native  of  Connecticut, 
born  April  12,  1840.  in  Bozrahville,  X'ew  London 
■county. 

Prior  to  the  year  1800  three  brothers  by  the 
name  of  Greenmah  came  to  this  country  from  Eng- 
land, one  settling  in  Xew  York,  one  in  the  eastern 
part  of  Connecticut,  the  third  in  X'ew  London  coun- 
ty, Conn.,  the  last  named  being  James.  Greenman, 
the  grandfather  of  Xathan  W. ;  he  was  a  farmer 
T)y  occupation. 

X^athan  Greenman.  father  of  X'athan  W.,  was 
born  in  1815  in  Xew  London  county,  and  for  years 
was  superintendent  of  the  cotton  mills  there.  He  is 
now  living  retired  near  Xew  Haven.  At  the  early 
age  of  seventeen  years  he  married  Julia  A.  Wilkin- 
son, who  was  born  in  1815  in  Stonington,  Conn.,  a 
daughter  of  Jonathan  Wilkinson,  a  farmer  of  that 
locality.  ^Ir.  Wilkinson  served  in  the  war  of  1812. 
He  married  Ann  Cranston,  also  a  native  of  Ston- 
ington, and  descended  from  ancestry  who  came  to 
America  early  in  the  seventeenth  century.  Grand- 
father Wilkinson  was  one  of  the  "frontiersmen," 
but  the  Indians  were  very  friendly  to  him  and  his 
family,  frequentlv  abiding  under  their  hospitable 
roof.  The  Wilkinsons  took  active  part  in  all  the 
■early  struggles  of  the  country,  including  the  French 
^nd  Indian  troubles,  the  Revolution  and  the  war  of 
1812,  as  well  a.-  the  Indian  wars  since  that  periofl. 

After  marriage  Xathan  Greenman  and  his  wife 


settled  in  Xew  London  county,  at  Bozrahville,  and 
there  reared  the  following  children:  Anna  E.  (de- 
ceased) was  the  wife  of  George  Nettleton ;  Jennie 
E.  (deceased)  was  the  wife  of  Frederick  A.  Cook, 
of  Southington,  Conn.:  Xathan  W.  is  our  subject; 
Ellen  L.  (deceased)  was  the  wife  of  Samuel  A. 
Bayliss ;  Charles  A.  died  unmarried ;  Imogene  E. 
is  now  the  wife  of  Frederick  A.  Cook,  mentioned 
above. 

In  1842,  when  two  years  old,  Nathan  W.  Green- 
man, our  subject,  was  taken  by  his  parents  to  Green- 
ville, a  suburb  of  Norwich,  this  state,  and  at  the 
public  and  high  schools  of  that  place  received  a 
liberal  education.  On  May  15,  1853,  he  came  to 
Waterbury,  which  has  since  been  his  home.  Tak- 
ing up  the  profession  of  dentistry,  he  in  1858  fol- 
lowed same  in  Charleston,  S.  C,  and  while  there 
saw  slaves  sold  by  auction.  During  the  year  1859 
he  for  some  time  sold  books  throughout  [Michigan. 
In  1862  he  enlisted  in  the  Union  army,  as  will  be 
presently  recorded;  from  1865  to  1866  was  a  clerk 
in  the  Waterbury  postoffice,  and  then  embarked  in 
the  coal  business,  in  which  line  he  is  actively  en- 
gaged at  the  present  time. 

In  X'ovember,  1875,  Mr.  Greenman  married 
Edith  G.  Webster,  a  daughter  of  Chauncey  B. 
Webster,  of  Waterbury.  X'o  children  have  been 
bor-n  to  this  union.  'Sir.  and  Mrs.  Greenman  are 
members  of  the  Congregational  Church.  In  politics 
he  is  a  Republican,  and  he  has  served  his  adopted 
citv  as  ta.x  collector,  also  on  the  board  of  relief. 
Socially  he  is  affiliated  with  the  F.  &  A.  M.,  I.  O. 
O.  F.,  Concordia  Society  and  G.  A.  R. 

On  Aug.  II,  1862,  Mr.  Greenman  enlisted  in 
the  service  of  the  United  States  in  Company  H, 
20th  Conn.  V.  I.,  for  three  years,  or  during  the 
war,  and  the  following  succinct  war  record,  written 
by  himself,  will  be  of  interest : 

"I  was  mustered  as  corporal  at  X'ew  Haven, 
Conn.,  Sept.  8,  1862,  left  the  State  Sept.  11,  1862, 
served  in  the  defence  of  Washington,  D.  C. ;  from 
Oct.  2,  1862,  2d  Brigade,  1st  Division,  12th  Corps, 
Army  of  the  Potomac ;  and  Army  of  the  Cumber- 
land from  June.  1863,  ist  Brigade,  ist  Division, 
20th  Corps;  from  April,  1864,  2d  Brigade.  3dj  Di- 
xasion,  20th  Corps,  Army  of  the  Cumberland ;  trans- 
ferred to  the  3d  Brigade,  3d  Division,  Armies  of 
the  Cumberland  and  Georgia,  May  29,  1864,  re- 
maining with  last  mentioned  brigade,  division  and 
corps,  until  the  ending  of  the  Civil  war,  April, 
1865,  holding  the  rank  of  sergeant  until  that  event. 
I  was  on  duty  with  my  regiment,  in  defence  of 
Washington.  ID.  C,  until  Sept.  29,  1862;  moved 
to  Sandy  Hook,  thence  to  Harper's  Ferry,  Mary- 
land Heights,  Loudon  Heights,  Keys  and  Manning 
Fords,  on  the  Shenandoah  river.  \'a.,  then  to  Fair- 
fax Station,  \"a.  Advanced  on  Fredericksburg, 
during  the  cold  and  severe  rains  of  December,  1862, 
wh.en,  from  the  depth  of  the  mud.  it  was  impossible 
for  men  anfl  trains  tn  move  more  than  four  or  five 
I  miles  a  day.     Not  an  article  of  apparel,  outside  or 
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insiJe  of  the  knapsack,  but  was  thoroughly  soaked 
with  the  icy  rain.  For  ten  consecutive  days  and 
nights  these  conditions  were  the  experiences  of  all 
in  the  command.  The  cold,  wet  ground  served  for 
a  bed,  and  a  wet  knapsack  for  a  pillow.  With  all 
these  discomforts  the  men  appeared  to  be  cheerful 
and  in  good  spirits  and  health.  I  was  with  my 
command  during  the  Confederate  Gen.  Stuart's 
raid,  from  Dec.  27  to  Dec.  31,  1862,  and  in  other 
operations  agains:  the  enemy,  until  ordered  into 
winter  quarters  at  Staiiford  Court  House,  Va.,  Jan. 
19,  1863,  there  remaining  until  April  27,  1863. 
During  the  latter  part  of  the  month  of  January, 
1863,  l)y  order  of  Brig.  Gen.  Kane,  commanding 
our  brigade,  rriyself  and  a  detail  of  six  men  from 
my  company  ("each  with  three  days'  rations)  were 
ordered  to  take  possession  of  and  occupy  Aquia 
Creek  church,  some  four  or  five  miles  distant  from 
our  camp,  to  prevent  its  defilement  by  scouting  or 
other  parties  of  soldiers.  *  *  *  We  carried 
into  the  church  several  cords  of  wood,  built  a  fire 
in  the  center  of  the  floor  with  which  we  cooked  our 
rations,  and  kept  warm  (the  weather  being  very 
cold),  remaining  there  nearly  five  days,  the  last 
thirty-six  hours  without  food,  headquarters  having 
forgotten  or  overlooked  the  fact  that  we  were  on 
duty  there.  The  church  at  that  time  was  between 
the  lines,  and  we  were  liable  to  capture  by  •  the 
enemy  at  any  time  during  the  period  of  our  guard. 
The  waning  of  the  fifth  day  brought  to  our  ears 
the  sound  of  horses'  hoofs  upon  the  frozen  ground, 
and  from  our  outlook  within  the  church  there 
came  into  a  view  a  regiment  of  cavalry  which 
proved  to  be  the  8th  New  York,  which  not  only 
relieved  our  apprehension  and  anxiety,  but  also  our 
hunger.  Through  the  dispatch  of  an  orderly  to 
Gen.  Kane's  headquarters,  we  were  ordered  to  re- 
turn to  our  camp.  '■'  *  *  On  April  26,  1863, 
came  orders  to  break  up  camp  and  march  to  the 
scenes  of  battle  in  the  coming  campaigns  of  the 
spring  and  summer  of  1863.  Eight  days'  rations 
and  eighty  rounds  of  ammunition  is  the  order.  A 
forced  march  of  three  days  brought  the  command 
to  Germania  Ford  on  the  Rapidan  river.  Order  to 
strip  off  all  our  clothing,  put  them  in  a  roll,  and 
wade  through  the  rapidly  flowing  stream,  where  we 
found  foothold  difficult  to  maintain.  Lined  up  to 
roll-call  on  the  opposite  bank  of  the  river,  prepara- 
tory to  imminent  battle  at  Chancellorsville.  Mrginia. 
"This  is  to  be  my  first  important  engagement, 
and  questions  surge  the  mind,  like  the  incoming 
and  receding  waves  of  the  ocean,  that  are  un- 
answerable until  the  conflict  ends.  Killed,  wound- 
ed or  unscathed,  and  will  you  perform  all  of  the 
duties  of  a  soldier,  bravely  and  unflinchingly  in  the 
coming  contest,  whatever  the  result?  My  fate 
proved  capture,  the  third  day  of  the  battle.  Sun- 
day. Mav  3,  1863.  This  was  the  only  time  I  was 
made  a  prisoner  of  war  during  my  tlircc  years' 
service.  I  was  confined  in  Liitln-  pri~:in.  and  on 
Belle  Isle,  in  and  opposite  Richmond,  \'a.     Follow- 


ing my  confinement  at  Camp  Parole,  Annapolis, 
Md.,  and  my  exchange  during  the  month  of  Au- 
gust, 1863,  i  joined  my  regiment  and  company  at 
Cowan,  Tenn.,  and  was  promoted  to  the  position 
of  sergeant  April  22,  1S64,  performing  duty  along 
the  line  of  the  Louisville  &  Nashville  railroad  and 
Chattanooga  line  of  communications  until  the  open- 
ing of  the  Atlanta  campaign,  ^lay  4.  1864,  partici- 
pating in  the  following  engagements :  Buzzard 
Roost  Gap,  May  8  and  9;  holding  Boyd's  Trail. 
May  ID  and  11  ;  battle  of  Resaca,  Mav  13  and  15; 
Cassville,  May  19;  advance  to  Etowah,  Ma\-  20 
and  23,  1864.  At  this  date  I  was  detached  for 
duty  in  the  Ambulance  Corps,  a  duty  I  found  to  be 
arduous,  tedious  and  compassionate,  constantly 
drawing  upon  my  sympathy,  because  of  the  mutil- 
ation and  suffering  I  witnessed  during  a  series  of 
engagements  that  consumed  one  hundred  consecu- 
tive days  of  time  when  fighting  in  one  contingent 
or  other  of  those  armies  took  place.  It  has  been 
designated  by  some  of  those  who  endured  the  cam- 
paign, the  'one  hundred  days'  battle.' 

"Entered  Altanta,  Ga.,  Sept.  3,  1864,  and  was 
assigned  to  duty  at  the  headquarters  of  Gen.  H.  ^V. 
Slocum,  commandant,  in  charge  of  ten  of  the  am- 
bulances used  to  convey  the  citizens  of  that  city  to 
Rough  and  Ready  (Confederate  line),  in  accord- 
ance with  the  order  issued  by  Gen.  Sherman,  mak- 
ing it  imperative  that  all  non-combatants  should 
be  removed  from  within  our  lines.  Citizens  had 
the  option  of  going  North  or  South,  and  from  my 
observation  comparatively  few  went  North.  Sept. 
20,  1864,  was  relieved  from  duty  in  the  Ambulance 
Corps,  and  ordered  to  join  my  regiment,  then  in 
camp  on  the  outlying  hills  east  of  the  city.     Nov. 

15,  1864,  started  and  marched  through  the  State 
of  Georgia  with  Gen.  Sherman's  army,  which  ar- 
rived at  Savannah,  Ga.,  Dec.  10,  1864,  serving  with 
my  company  and  regiment  during  the  siege  of  that 
city,  entering  it  with  our  victorious  army  Dec.  21. 

1864.  I  was   on  duty  in   that  place  until  Jan.   3, 

1865,  crossed  the  Savannah  river  Jan.  4,  and 
camped  on  the  rice  fields  on  South  Carolina  soil, 
opposite  the  city,  for  a  week ;  marched  to  Hardee- 
ville,  S.  C,  helped  in  the  leveling  of  that  place 
with  the  ground;  remained  there  some  ten  days, 
marched  to  Sisters  Ferrv.  on  the  Savannah  river,  ■ 
then' accompanied  Gen.  Sherman's  army  in  its  fam- 
ous march  through  the  Carolinas.  from  January 
to  April,  1865.  I  was  in  the  skirmish  near  Law- 
tonville,  Feb.  2,  1865,  with  a  reconnoissance  to 
Silver  River,  N.  C,  ^March  14-15;  fought  in  the 
battle  of  Averysboro.  N.  C. ;  was  in  action,  March 

16,  near  Taylor's  Hole  creek,  N.  C. ;  also  in  the 
engagement  at  Bentonville.  N.  C,  March  19-20. 
1865;  was  with  a  detail  of  thirty  men  (Capt.  Ezra 
Sprague  in  command)  who  were  foraging,  when 
lost  amongst  the  pines  of  South  Carolina,  for  three 
davs  and  nights,  pursued  by  Gen.  Joe  \Mieeler'> 
cavalrv.  when  capture  meant  instant  death,  as  no 
quarter  was  given  to  our  foragers,  if  taken  prison- 
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frs.  The  battle  of  Bentonville,  X.  C,  was  tlie  last 
iought  by  Gen.  Sherman's  army  in  the  Civil  war. 
I  was  on  duty  at  Goldsboro,  X.  C.  from  March  31 
to  April  10,  1865 ;  at  Raleigh,  the  State  capital, 
April  13-22;  guarding  supply  trains  to  Jones' 
Cross  Roads,  X'.  C.  April  22-24;  and  at  the  sur- 
render of  Gen.  Johnston's  army  to  Gen.  Shenrian, 
April  26,  1865.  Then  left  my  company  and  regi- 
ment, by  order  of  the  regimental  surgeon.  Dr. 
Jewett,  proceeded  by  rail  to  Beaufort,  X.  C.,  thence 
by  steamer  to  Fort  Schuyler,  X.  Y..  there  detailed  : 
as  chief  clerk  in  the  muster-out  department,  by 
Major  Thieman  of  the  United  States  Army,  and  | 
was  honorably  discharged  from  the  United  States 
service  July  6,  1865.  I  never  was  wounded,  ex- 
perienced but  little  sickness  (none  of  a  serious 
nature),  an  inmate  of  the  hospital  one  week,  at 
Parole  Camp,  Annapolis,  JSId.,  from  hip  injury  that. 
proved  slight,  acted  as  assistant  steward  in  that 
hospital  after  my  recovery  during  the  term  of  my 
parole,  returned  to  my  citizenship  July  8.  1865,  in 
a  better  physical  condition  than  when  I  joined  the 
service.'' 

COL.  JOHX  B.  DOHERTY  was  born  at 
Hard  Ledge,  Westmoreland  Co.,  Xew  Brunswick, 
Sept.  10,  1853,  a  son  of  William  A.  and  Matilda 
G.  Doherty.  The  mother  died  in  1895,  aged  sev- 
enty-six years,  and  the  father,  who  was  born  in 
England  in  1820,  died  in  Waterbury  in  June,  1900. 
aged  eighty  years.  James  G.  Doherty,  the  grand- 
father of  Col.  John  B.,  was  born  in  Colerain,  Ire- 
land, and  was  a  farmer. 

William  A.  Doherty  when  a  boy  left  England 
with  his  .  parents,  and  went  to  Xew  Brunswick, 
where  he  engaged  in  shipbuilding  after  reaching 
manhood.  St.  John's  was  for  years  his  head- 
quarters. He  located  for  a  time  in  Westmoreland 
county,  Xew  Brunswick,  engaged  as  a  shipbuilder, 
and  then,  returning  to  St.  John's,  was  for  a  long 
term  of  years  superintendent  in  the  shipyards  of 
Jewett  &  Scammel,  a  very  large  concern  at  that 
time.  About  1865  he  came  to  Waterbury  for  a 
time.  He  went  back  to  Xew  Brunswick,  but  his 
home  was  in  Waterbury  after  1890.  Mr;.  Matilda 
(Gallaway)  Doherty  was  born  in  Colerain,  Ireland, 
a  daughter  of  James  Gallaway,  who  removed  to 
Thompson ville.  Conn.,  when  she  was  very  young. 
To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  William  A.  Doherty  was  born 
a  familv  of  ten  children,  seven  of  whom  lived  to 
maturity:  James  G.,  William  A.,  Eliza,  John  B., 
Anna,  Rebecca  and  Mary  J.  James  G.  lives  in 
Waterbury,  and  Willian:  A:  in  Green  Bay.  Wis. 
Anna  married  Leonard  Burr,  and  has  her  home  in 
Bridgeport.  Conn.  The  other  members  of  the  fam- 
ily live  in  Waterbury. 

.  Col.  John  B.  Doherty  spent  his  boyhood  days 
in  St.  John's,  Xew  Brunswick,  and  attended  school 
there.  In  1865  he  came  to  Waterbury.  v.here  he 
has  Continued  to  live  up  to  the  present  liiiie.  He 
commenced  to  learn  the  machinist's  and  toolmak- 


er's  trades,  but  did  not  finish  his  apprentice-Iiin. 
preferring  to  take  a  position  as  clerk  in  the  jewelry 
store  of  C.  H.  Perkins  &  Co.  In  1872  young 
Doherty  became  entry  clerk  for  Benedict,  Merinian 
&  Co.,  and  remained  with  them  imtil  they  went 
out  of  business,  in  1875,  when  he  bought  the  gentle- 
men's furnishing  store  at  the  corner  of  Bank  street 
and  Exchange  place,  and  conducted  it  until  1878. 
That  year  he  closed  the  store  and  began  keejjing 
books  for  the  A.  Burrett  Hardware  Co.,  a  concern 
very  extensively  engaged  in  the  mantifacture  of 
gas  and  waterpipe  fittings.  Mr.  Doherty  became 
secretary  of  the  company,  disposed  of  the  retail 
store,  built  new  factories,  and  started  out  on  a 
very  ambitious  career,  but  was  caught  by  the  panic 
of  1884  and  crowded  to  the  wail.  After  the  failure 
of  the  Burrett  Hardware  Co.  he  secured  a  posi- 
tion as  corresponding  clerk  with  the  Holmes.  Booth 
&  Hayden  Manufacturing  Co..  which  he  held  until 
the  reorganization  of  Brown  &  Brothers,  when  he 
went  with  them  as  chief  bookkeeper,  remaining 
with  them  until  they  went  into  liquidation. 

Mr.  Doherty  was  elected  second  selectman  in 
ii885,  and  at  that  time  was  the  only  Republican 
on  the  board.  The  next  year  he  was  made  first 
selectman,  and  on  the  meeting  of  the  board  be- 
came its  chairman.  The  Democrat  who  had  held 
the  chairmanship  was  defeated  by  an  adverse  vote 
of  twelve  hundred,  and  lost  everv  ward  in  the  city 
to  ^Ir.  Doherty.  In  October,  1887.  the  same  ticket 
was  renominated  and  elected.  In  1888  Mr.  Doherty 
declined  a  renomination,  and  announced  himself  as 
a  candidate  for  the  position  of  postmaster.  He 
was  appointed  to  the  postmastership  in  1880  by 
President  Harrison,  and  officiated  in  that  capacity 
four  years  and  four  months.  From  time  to  time 
other  flattering  political  honors  have  been  extended 
to  Mr.  Doherty.  In  1888  and  again  in  1892  he 
was  asked  to  take  the  nomination  for  Congress. 
He  has  been  requested  to  become  candidate  for 
sherit?  of  the  county,  but  his  business  relations  did 
not  admit  of  his  acceptance.  In  1890  he  was  of- 
fered the  nomination  for  the  position  of  mayor  of 
Waterbury,  but,  much  as  he  would  like  to  sgrve 
the  people,  his  business  relations  again  compelled 
him  to  decline. 

]\Ir.  Dohertv  was  chosen  secretary  of  the  Con- 
necticut Indemnity  Life  Insurance  Co.  in  February, 
1893.  This  company  was  not  in  good  condition, 
and  its  business  had  become  very  much  nm  down, 
but  under  the  new  management — of  which  Mr. 
Doherty  was  secretary  and  a  director — it  was  in- 
tended to  change  the  basis  of  the  company's  busi- 
ness from  that  of  assessment  to  the  legal  reserve, 
or  so-called  "old  line."  During  his  management  the 
business  increased  from  four  and  a  half  million  dol- 
lars to  more  than  twelve  millions  of  insurance  up 
to  July,  1898.  when  he  resigned  his  office,  and  de- 
voted himself  to  the  real-estate,  insurance  and 
brokerage  business,  with  the  same  gratifying  suc- 
cess. 
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Col.  Doiiert>  has  bci.r.  asiociatL-cl  with  the  State 
National  Guard  for  many  years.  He  became  a  pri- 
vate in  Company  A,  2(1  Regiment,  C.  X.  G.,  in  Feb- 
ruary, 1872,  and  gradually  rose  from  one  position 
to  another  until  July  i,  1892,  when  ho  was  elected 
colonel  of  the  regiment.  He  served  in  that  office 
six  years,  and  then  asked  to  be  placed. on  the  retired 
list.  Col.  Doherty  is  a  Mason  of  high  degree,  be- 
longing to  the  blue  lodge,  the  chapter,  the  con- 
sistory and  the  Temple.  He  takes  an  active  part  in 
the  Odd  Fellows,  the  Knights  of  Pythias  and  the 
Red  Men,  and  wherever  he  is  encountered  he  is 
always  the  same  genial  and.  polished  gentleman. 
The  Colonel  has  always  taken  a  leading  part  in  the 
affairs  of  the  Republican  party,  and  his  is  a  fa- 
miliar presence  at  county  and  State  Conventions. 
He  was  acting  alternate  delegate  at  the  Chicago 
convention  which  nominated  President  Harrison, 
and  a  regular  alternate  at  the  2\Iinneapolis  conven- 
tion which  renominated  President  Harrison. 

Col.  Doherty  has  been  twice  married.  His  first 
marriage  was  to  Aliss  Jennie  !M.  Barton,  of  W'in- 
•chester,  Conn.,  in  1875.  ^l^rs.  Doherty  had  very 
■delicate  health,  and  spent  much  of  her  married  life 
in  the  balmy  South:  she  died  in  1882.  There  were 
no  children  by  that  union.  In  September,  1892,  our 
subject  married  Katherine  Sedgwick  Buel,  of 
Waterbury,  daughter  of  Mrs.  Cornelia  A.  Buel  and 
the  late  Theodore  S.  Buel,  and  niece  of  the  late 
Judge  Norton  J.  Buel.  To  this  union  has  come  one 
child,  Cornelia  Buel,  born  Aug.   15,  1896. 

FREDERICK  A.  LINES,  secretary  and  treas- 
urer of  the  Ansonia  Lumber  Co..  at  Ansonia,  is  one 
of  the  leading  business  men  of  that  town,  and  his 
energy  and  sound  jud.gment  have  been  recognized 
factors  in  carrying  many  enterprises  to  success.  In 
addition  to  attending  to  his  lumber  business  he 
served  as  president  of  the  Ansonia  Board  of  Trade, 
vice-president  of  the  Connecticut  State  Board  of 
Trade,  and  a  director  in  the  Ansonia  Savings  Bank 
and  the  Ansonia  Flour  &  Grain  Co.  As  a  citizen 
he  takes  an  active  part  in  local  afifairs. 

Mr.  Lines  was  born  Oct.  25.  1849,  ^t  New  Mil- 
ford,  Litchfield  Co.,  Conn.,  where  his  family  has 
been  prominent  from  pioneer  times.  Joseph  Lines, 
his  great-grandfather,  came  from  New  Haven  in 
1750,  and  settled  at  New  Milford,  and  Philo  Lines. 
his  grandfather,  was  born  there  in  1769,  and  fol- 
lowed farming  in  that  vicinity  throughout  all  his 
life.- 

William  A.  Lines,  our  subject's  father,  was  bom 
in  New  Milford  in  1809.  and  died  there  in  1885. 
He  was  a  substantial  fanner  and  respected  citizen, 
and  he  and  his  wife  were  devout  members  of  the 
Congregational  Church.  In  politics  he  was  a  Dem- 
ocrat. He  married  Betsy  A.  Sullivan,  who  was 
born  in  New  Milford,  daughter  of  Henry  Sulli- 
\an,  and  dijd  aged  forty-five  years.  .They  had 
f'jur  children,  of  wlmni  three  are  living:  George, 
who   is   in   the   lumber  business   in   New   Milford; 


Frederick  A.,  our  subject,  and  Cliarles.  who  con- 
ducts a  flour  and  grain  business  in  New  Britain. 

The  common  schools  near  his  home  afforded 
our  subject  an  education,  and  at  eighteen  he  went 
to  South  Norwalk  to  learn  the  carpenter's  trade. 
\V'hen  twenty-one  years  old  he  located  in  Ansonia, 
?nd  after  following  his  trade  three  years  as  a  jour- 
neyman began  contracting,  many  of  the  best  dwell- 
ings and  other  buildings  in  the  town  having  been 
built  by  him.  In  1883  he  became  a  member  of  the 
Ansonia  Lumber  Co.,  and  in  February,  1888,  when 
Mr.  Smith  was  chosen  president,  our  subject  was 
made  secretary  and  treasurer.  The  yard  is  the  larg- 
est in  this  section,  and  is  the  only  one  in  the  locality 
having  first-class  railroad  facilities,  and  carrying 
a  full  stock  of  all  kinds  of  rough  and  dressed  lum- 
ber. They  order  directly  from  the  manufacturers, 
V'lid  have  an  extensive  business  in  all  lines. 

Mr.  Lines  is  a  Republican  in  politics,  and  was 
assessor  and  one  of  the  burgesses  of  Ansonia  for 
a  number  of  years.  He  was  also  president  of  the 
first  board  of  aldermen  of  the  city  of  Ansonia,  and 
took  an  active  part  in  organizing  the  first  city  gov- 
ernment. Sociallv  he  and  his  familv  are  prominent, 
and  he  is  a  member  of  George  Washington  Lodge, 
F.  &  A.  M..  of  Ansonia:  ]\Iount  Vernon  Chapter, 
R  A.  M. ;  Union  Council,  of  Derby ;  New  Haven 
Commandery,  Knights  Templar,  of  New  Haven ; 
Pyramid  Temple,  of  the  Nobles  of  the  Alystic 
Shrine,  of  Bridgeport :  the  Heptasophs,  of  Ansonia; 
the  A.  O.  U.  W. ;  and  the  New  England  Order  of 
Protection. 

In  1874  Mr.  Lines  married  Miss  Lottie  A. 
Hotchkiss,  and  they  have  two  children:  Miss  Bes- 
sie A.,  a  graduate  of  Fort  Edward  Collegiate  In- 
stitute, and  later  a  teacher  there :  and  William  H. 
The  family  attend  the  Congregational  Church,  of 
v,-hich  Mrs.  Lines  and  Miss  Bessie  are  members. 
^Irs.  Lines  was  born  in  Ansonia,  daughter  of  Lock- 
wood  and  Augusta  Hotchkiss,  both  of  whom  sur- 
vive. Mr.  Hotchkiss  is  a  well-known  hardware 
dealer  and  capitalist  of  Ansonia.  This  worthy 
couple  had  six  children,  of  whom  five  are  living: 
Lottie  A.  (Mrs.  Lines),  Albert,  Nettie,  Lockwood, 
Jr.,  and  Frederick  D.  Hotchkiss. 

HERBERT  M.  ROSE,  a  well-known  miller  of 
the  town  of  Milford,  is  a  native  of  North  Branford, 
this  county,  born  May  9,  1842.  His  family  has 
been  identified  with  North  Branford  for  many 
years,  and  his  great-grandfather.  Solomon  Rose, 
was  among  the  first  settlers  in  that  locality. 

David  Rose,  our  subject's  grandfather,  was  bom 
and  reared  in  North  Branford.  and  became  a  farm- 
er there.  He  married  Anna  Russell,  and  they  had 
five  children,  as  follows:  Major  (deceased),  who 
took  charge  of  the  homestead,  never  married ;  Re- 
becca married  Eloyda  Harrison,  a  farmer  in  North 
Branford;  Joshua  is  mentioned  more  fully  below; 
Laura  married  a  Mr.  Loper,  and  subsequently  be- 
came  the   wife   of   Russell   Rose,   and   resided   in 
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North  Guilford,  this  county;  Daniaris    (deceased) 
never  married. 

Joshua  Rose,  our  subject's  fatlier,  was  bom 
Jan.  9,  1797,  and  was  a  Ufelonr^  resident  of  North 
Branford.  In  connection  with  farniing  he  operated 
a  sawmiH.  As  a  citizen  he  was  much  esteemed,  and, 
while  not  active  in  politics,  he  affiliated  with  the 
Democratic  party.  His  death  occurred  at  his  farm 
Oct.  8,  1878,  when  he  was  aged  eighty-one.  In 
1838  Mr.  Rose  married  Harriet  W.  Smith,  who 
•died  Feb.  4,  1883,  at  tlie  age  of  seventy-five.  She 
was  a  native  of  West  Haven,  this  county,  and  her 
father,  Laban  Smith,  was  a  wheelwright  of  that 
town.  Five  children  were  born  to  j\Ir.  and  Mrs. 
Rose,  viz. :  Russell  INI.,  who  operates  the  home- 
•stead ;  Herbert  M..  our  subject:  George  H.,  a  mer- 
■chant  in  Douglas,  Kans. ;  Charles  J.,  a  farmer  and 
truckman  in  North  Branford;  and  David  S.,  who 
was  in  mercantile  business  in  Douglas,  Kans.,  at 
the  time  of  his  death,  in  1892. 

Herbert  AI.  Rose  remained  at  the  old  homestead 
imtil  he  reached  the  age  of  -eighteen,  and  for  one 
year  taught  school  in  a  country  district.  He  then 
learned  the  carpenter's  trade,  which  he  followed  in 
New  Haven  for  some  time,  ^and  has  occasionally 
■engaged  in  it  since,  but  his  attention  has  been  given 
chiefly  to  the  millwright's  trade.  His  services  were 
in  demand  for  setting  up  water-wheels  and  ma- 
chinery in  different  places,  and  in  1868  he  located 
in  the  town  of  Alilford,  two  and  a  half  miles  from 
the  village  of  that  name.  His  homestead  com- 
prises twenty  acres,  and  on  settling  there  he  put  up 
substantial  buildings,  including  a  saw  and  grist- 
mill, which  he  conducts.  He  also  owns  and  oper- 
ates a  gasoline  launch,  carrying  about  twenty-five 
people,  and  takes  parties  cruising  down  the  Sound 
and  up  the  Hudson  river.  Politically  our  subject 
is  a  stanch  Republican,  but  he  is  not  an  office- 
•seeker. 

On  Nov.  16,  186).  Mr.  Rose  married  Miss 
Florence  E.  Treat,  who  was  born  in  Wbodmont, 
this  county,  daughter  of  Richard  Treat,  a  promi- 
nent farmer  and  a  descendant  of  Gov.  Robert  Treat. 
The  only  child  of  this  union,  Florence  E.,  died 
at  the  age  of  seventeen  years.  ]\Ir5.  Rose  is  a  mem- 
"ber  of  the  First  Congregational  Church  of  Mil- 
ford.  .  ■ 

HENRY  FRANCIS  WANNING,  president 
and  general  manager  of  the  Birmingham  Iron 
Foundry,  of  Derby,  Conn.,  was  born  in  Massa- 
chusetts, March  30,  1846.  After  receiving  his 
•earlier  education  in  the  public  schools  of  his  na- 
tive town,  he  entered  the  high  school  of  Taunton, 
Mass.,  where  he  graduated  in  1862. 

Soon  after  laying  aside  his  text  books  ^Ir. 
Wanning  began  work  in  the  office  of  the  woolen- 
mills  of  Samuel  Slater's  Sons  at  Webster,  Alass., 
but  after  a  time  he  removed  to  New  York  City, 
where  he  entered  the  employ  of  the  New  York 
City   Steel   Works,   and   while    there    became    ac- 


quainted with  the  proprietors  of  the  Birmingham 
Iron  Foundry,  of  Derby,  Conn.  Subsequently  he 
was  induced  by  that  company  to  accept  the  {Kisi- 
tion  of  bookkeeper  for  their  establishment,  and  ever 
since  1865  he  has  been  identified  with  that  firm  in 
different  capacities.  In  1879  'ic  was  elected  their 
secretary;  in  1888  he  became  treasurer;  and  in 
1 89 1  having  acquired  a  larger  interest  in  the  cor- 
poration, he  succeeded  Royal  M.  Bassett  as  its 
president  and  general  manager.  He  has  served 
as  a  director  of  the  Birmingham  National  Bank 
since  1888. 

In  1870  Mr.  Wanning  was  married  to  !Miss  Har- 
riet Wallace,  eldest  daughter  of  the  late  Nelson  H. 
Downs,  of  Shelton,  Conn.,  a  lady  of  marked  re- 
finement and  charming  personality.  Since  his  mar- 
riage Mr.  Wanning  has  resided  in  Shelton,  having 
previously,  from  1865,  made  his  home  in  Derby. 
He  and  his  wife  have  three  living  children :  Grace 
Elizabeth,  born  in  1871,  who  was  married  in  1896, 
to  Julius  G.  Day;  Francis  Downs,  secretary  of  the 
Birmingham  Iron  Foundry,  born  in  1873;  and 
Harriet  Downs,  born  in  1879.  Though  not  a  mem- 
ber, ^Ir.  Wanning  is  interested  in  the  Second  Con- 
gregational Church  of  Derby,  of  which  he  has 
been  a  regular  attendant  and  cheerful  supporter 
since  settling  at  his  present  locality. 

CHARLES  CLIFFORD  FENN,  one  of  the 
successful  dairymen  and  fruit  growers  of  Walling- 
ford,  was  born  in  Waterbury,  this  county,  Nov. 
15.  1859,  a  son  of  Samuel  Fenn,  who  came  from 
Middlebury  to  Waterbury.  where  he  died.  The 
mother  of  our  subject,  Caroline  (Smith)  Fenn,  was 
a  daughter  of  John  Smith,  of  Bristol,  Conn.  Two 
children  were  born  of  this  union :  Frank,  a  dairy- 
man of  Middlebury.  who  married  Emilv  Clark;  and 
Charles  C,  our  subject.  Mr.  Fenn  died  in  i860, 
and  Mrs.  Fenn  subsequently  married  Alexander 
Graham,  of  Bristol.  She  passed  away  in  Ansonia,. 
Connecticut. 

Our  subject  was  hut  one  year  old  when  he  was 
deprived  by  death  of  his  father.  At  the  age  of 
eight  years  he  was  taken  to  the  home  of  his  uncle, 
Warren  Smith,  in  Ohio,  where  he  was  cared  for 
and  sent  to  school,  later  removing  to  Iowa,  where, 
in  attendance  upon  school  and  in  farm  work,  he 
passed  several  years.  Returning  then  to  Bristol, 
Conn.,  he  remained  there  until  he  was  sixteen  years 
old.  The  opportunities  of  the  West  induced  him 
to  return  to  Iowa,  and  around  Des  Moines  he  found 
employment  on  fanns  for  a  year.  He  then  went 
to  Erie  county.  C)hio.  where  he  engaged  in  farm- 
ing for  three  years.  In  i88i  Mr.  Fenn  came  to 
Wallingford  and  engaged  at  farm  work  with 
Robert  Wallace,  later  entering  the  toolmaking 
room  of  R.  Wallace  &  Sons  spoon  factory,  and 
learning  the  trade,  at  which  he  continued  for  thir- 
teen years.  During  tliat  time  he  bought  the  pres- 
ent farm,  consisting  of  si.\ty-six  acres  of  valuable 
land  in  East  Wallingford.     For  the  past  nine  years 
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Mr.  Fenn  has  been  giving  his  special  attention  to 
dairy  farming,  making  a  great  success.  In  addi- 
tion to  making  constant  improvements,  building 
barns,  fences,  etc.,  on  this  place,  Mr.  Fenn  has  es- 
tablished in  W'allingford  a  machine  repair  shop,  a 
much  needed  convenience,  which  since  1900  has 
been  one  of  the  busiest  places  in  the  town. 

In  1881  Mr.  Fenn  married  Nellie  F>ailey.  daugh- 
ter of  Stephen  Bailey,  of  Durham,  and  five  chil- 
dren have  been  born  of  this  union:  Carrie,  Wilber, 
Olive,  Mable  and  Lottie,  all  living  except  ISIable, 
who  died  at  the  age  of  four  years,  leaving  a  blank 
in  the  family  circle  which  can  never  be  filled. 

The  improvements  made  upon  his  place  have 
cost  Mr.  Fenn  much  money,  his  substantial  barn 
alone  costing  $2,500.  The  success  which  has  at- 
tended him  is  richly  deserved,  beinsf  but  the  natural 
result  of  the  energy,  frugality  and  industry -which 
he  has  displayed  ever  since  he  was  thrown  upon 
the  world  to  carve  his  own  fortune.  Although 
not  a  member  of  church  he  accompanies  his  wife  in 
attendance  upon  the  AI.  E.  Church,  to  the  support 
of  which  he  is  a  liberal  contributor,  and  he  is 
always  ready  to  further  any  enterprise  promising 
good  to  the  community.  jSIr.  Fenn  is  most  highly 
respected,  a  good  citizen,  a  Republican  who  is  not 
too  closely  tied  by  party  lines,  and  one  of  the  repre- 
sentative citizens  of  New  Haven  county. 

BENJAMIN  LOUIS  LOUDON  was  born 
Dec.  29,  1854,  in  Greenwich,  Conn.,  and  is  a  son 
of  Allen  Loudon,  who  was  born  in  New  York. 
Thomas  Loudon,  the  father  of  Allen,  served  in  the 
Revolutionary  war,  and  is  buried  in  Horse  Neck. 

Allen  Loudon  was  a  shoemaker  and  was  in  busi- 
ness many  years  in  Greenwich,  where  he  died  at  the 
age  of  sixty-three.  He  was  a  Democrat,  and  a 
faithful  and  useful  citizen.  He  married  Elizabeth 
Rouschart,  who  was  of  French  descent,  a  native  of 
New  York,  and  died  at  Port  Chester,  that  State. 
They  had  ten  children:  (i)  Jackson  is  a  stone- 
mason and  contractor  at  Greenwich.  (21  John  is 
a  mechanic  in  Port  Chester,  N.  Y.  (3)  Sarah  is  a 
widow,  and  resides  in  Greenwich.  (4)  David  is  a 
carpenter  in  Greenwich.  (5)  Clara  is  living  in 
Bridgeport.  (6)  Benjamin  Louis  is  our  subject. 
(7)  Elbert  is  in  the  teaming  business  at  Port  Ches- 
ter. (8)  Hattie  is  married  and  living  in  Port 
Chester.  Two  died  young.  The  Loudons  are  of 
Scottish  descent. 

Benjamin  Louis  Loudon  received  his  schooling 
in  Greenwich,  attending  until  he  reached  the  age  of 
nine  years,  when  he  left  home  to  shift  for  himself. 
Going  to  Ridgefield,  Conn.,  he  was  engaged  in 
farming  seven  years,  and  part  of  his  compensation 
was  the  privilege  of  attending  the  school  of  the 
district.  At  Cheshire  he  spent  some  months  learn- 
ing the  tinsmith  trade  with  George  Keeler,  and 
then  returned  to  farming,  working  f'-r  A!;::c>n  Ives, 
with  whom  he  remained  about  two  years.  At  Mid- 
dletown  he  was  employed  four  years  as  a  silver- 


plater  in  the  factor}-  of  the  Simmons  &  Miller  Co., 
and  was  three  years  with  G.  I.  Alix  &  Co.,  at  Yales- 
'  ville.     In  1879  Mr.  Loudon  came  to  W'allingford  to 
enter  the  employ  of  Simpson,  Hall,  Miller  &  Co., 
;  with  whom  he  is  still  engaged.     In    1892  he  was 
made   general    superintendent   of   the   entire   plant, 
,  and  has  about  three  hundred  men  under  his  super- 
vision.    Mr.  Loudon  is  a  Free  Mason.     Politically 
he  is  an  active  Republican,  but  has  never  been  an 
office  seeker. 

Mr.  Loudon  was  married  Jan.  i,  1878,  to  Miss 
!  Jennie  Rhoda  Emily  Turner,  a  daughter  of  Lewis 
j  W.  Turner,  the  patentee  of  the  Turner  heater.  To 
!  their  union  have  been  born:  Elsie  Juliette;  and 
,  Clarence  Turner,  who  is  in  business  with  his  father. 

'  JAY  H.  HART,  for  many  years  a  prominent 
figvire  in  the  manufacturing  circles  of  Waterbury, 
and  widely  known  as  a  most  capable  and  reliable 
man.  was  born  in  Berkshire  count}'.  Mass.,  Dec.  ii, 
1847,  ^nd  comes  of  a  family  long  established  in 
,New  England.  Alfred  Hart,  his  father,  was  also 
born  in  Berkshire  county,  Feb.  12,  1812,  and  died 
in  New  Marlborough  Feb.  19,  1864.  Solomon 
Hart,  his  father,  w^s  born  at  Cornwall,  Conn., 
May  8,  1766,  and  died  June  26,  1861.  He  was  the 
first  settler  at  Hartsville,  ^Nlass.,  which  took  his 
name,  was  a  lifelong  fanner,  and  also  conducted 
a  gristmill,  to  which  he  had  a  set  of  saws  attached, 

.also  doino-  sawmill  work.     Throughout  his  life  he 

i 

was  a  busy  and  industrious  man.  Solomon  Hart, 
his  father,  born  at  Kensington,  Conn.,  was  the  son 
of  Deacon  John  Hart,  and  grandson  of  Capt.  John 

■  Hart.     John  Hart,  father  of  the  last  named,  was 

I  the  son  of  Deacon  Stephen  Hart,  who  was  born  in  ■ 
Braintree,  county  of  Essex,  England,  came  to  Mas- 

.,  sachusetts  Bay  in  1632,  and  was  one  of  the  fifty- 

;  four  original  settlers  of  Cambridge,  Massachusetts. 

i  Alfred  Flart,  father  of  Jay  H.,  married  Miss 
Cynthia  L.  Nettleton,  who  was  born  in  Cornwall, 
Conn.,  in  1814,  daughter  of  Jehiel  and  Annie  Net- 
tleton, and  died  Sept.  6,  1877.  The  Nettleton  fam- 
ily has  long  been  identified  with  Cornwall.  After 
their  marriage  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hart  settled  in  Harts- 
ville, Alass.,  where  he  engaged  in  agricultural  pur- 
suits.    To  them  were  born  four  children :     Alonzo 

'  M.,  Lucus  W.,  Amy  J.  and  Jay  H.  Alonzo  and 
Amy  died  in  childhood.  Lucus  W.  is  a  resident  of 
Springfield.  Mass.  Alfred  Hart  was  originally  a 
Whig,  and  on  the  formation  of  the  Republican  party 
associated  himself  therewith.  He  was  a  devout 
member  of  the  Methodist  Church,  and  an  honorable 
and  upright  man. 

Jay  H.  Flart  was  reared  to  farming  at  Harts- 
ville. Mass.,  where  he  remained  until  he  was  fifteen 
years  of  age.  He  was  given  a  good  education,  at- 
tending the  local  school  at  Hartsville,  and  later  was 
a  pupil  at  the  Berkshire  Institute.  As  soon  as  his 
school  da\"s  had  ended  Mr.  Hart  secured  a  position 
as  a  special  agent  of  the  .-Vilams  Express  Co..  and 

.  for  five  years   was   engaged   in   traveling  all  over 
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New  England,  on  both  railroad  and  steamer  lines. 
In  1S69  he  came  to  W'aterbury  as  freight  ma.-ter  at 
the  depot,  and  held  this  position  for  a  year  and  a 
half.  For  the  same  length  of  time  he  was  with  the 
Plume  &  Atwood  }tlanufacturing  Co.,  and  in  Au- 
gust, 1872,  entered  the  employ  of  A.  Piatt  &  Sons. 
When  that  concern  became  an  incorporation,  under 
the  name  of  Piatt  Brothers  &  Co.,  in  1S76,  Mr. 
Hart  became  one  of  its  directors,  and  the  secretary 
of  The  Patent  Button  Co.,  one  of  its  subsidiary  en- 
terprises. 

Mr.  Hart  and  Miss  Bertha  Piatt  w  ere  united  in 
marriage  May  20,  1S73,  and  thev  are  the  parents  of 
seven  children,  whose  names  and  dates  of  birth  are 
as  follows:    Amy  L.,  Oct.  4,  1874;  Bertha  M.,  Oct. 

10,  1876;  Lewis  J.,  Aug.  21,  187S ;  Alfred  L..  Dec. 

11,  1880;  Ruth  S.,  Sept.  22,  1882;  Dorothy  X..  Feb. 
27,  1889;  and  Howard  P.,  Aug.  10,  1891.  These 
children  are  all  living,  and  constitute  a  very  bright 
and  charming  circle  of  young  people.  Mrs.  Hart 
is  a  daughter  of  Clark  1sl.  Hart,  whose  sketch  ap- 
pears elsewhere,  and  is  a  lady  of  many  charms  and 
graces. 

Mr.  Hart  has  always  been  a  Republican,  was  a 
member  of  the  town  Republican  committee  twelve 
years,  and  acted  several  years  as  its  chairman.  He 
has  taken  a  prominent  part  in  town  atlairs  for  many 
years.  For  fifteen  years  he  was  a  member  of  the 
city  council,  was  secretary  of  same  for  five  years, 
and  president  of  the  board  three  years.  He  was 
receiver  of  taxes  four  years,  and  a  member  of  the 
board  of  fire  commissioners  ten  years.  For  two 
years  he  was  on  the  board  of  safety.  He  was  an 
active  member  of  the  water  committee  that  built 
the  new  reservoir,  spending  three-quarters  of  a 
million  dollars  in  that  great  undertaking,  and  was 
also  a  member  of  the  sewerage  disposal  committee. 
Air.  Hart  is  a  member  of  several  of  the  fraternities, 
and  is  prominently  associated  with  both  the  Free 
Masons  and  the  Odd  Fellows,  affiliating  with  Con- 
tinental Lodge,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  and  Xosahogan 
Lodge,  No.  21,  L  O.  O.  F.  He  is  especially  adept 
in  Odd  Fellowship,  and  has  filled  all  the  chairs  in 
the  local  lodge.  Mr.  Hart  and  his  family  attend 
the  Second  Congregational  Church,  of  which  he  is 
a  member. 

ALFRED  SA:MUEL  BENNETT.  Among 
the  representative  business  men  of  Cheshire,  none 
arc  more  deserving  of  representation  in  this  volume 
than  Alfred  S.  Bennett,  who  for  many  years  has 
been  connected  with  the  business  interests  of  the 
communitv,  and  who  has,  through  his  well-directed 
efforts,  gained  a  handsome  competence  that  num- 
bers him  among  the  substantial  citizens  of  the 
town.  Keen  discrimination,  untiagging  industn,' 
and  resolute  purpose  are  numbered  among  his 
salient  characteristics,  and  thus  he  has  won  that 
prosperity  which  is  the  merited  reward  of  honest 
ert'iirt. 

Mr.  Bennett  was  born  in  Camborne,  Cornwall, 


England.  May  25,  1S5S,  and  belongs  to  an  old  and 
prominent  family  of  that  county,  many  of  its  rep- 
resentatives holding  high  positions  both  in  church 
and  State.  They  have  a  coat  of  arms  and  crest. 
George  Bennett,  Jr.,  father  of  our  subject,  is  also 
a  native  of  Camborne,  and  is  a  son  of  George  Ben- 
nett, Sr.,  a  land  owner  and  minister  of  the  Gospel, 
who  spent  his  entire  life  in  Cornwall.  George  Ben- 
nett, Jr.,  was  educated  in  the  schools  of  his  native 
land,  and  v/as  a  land  owner  and  farmer  of  Corn- 
wall until  1S82,  when  he  came  to  America,  and  now 
makes  his  home  with  his  son  in  Cheshire.  He  mar- 
ried Emma  Edmonds,  a  native  of  the  same  place, 
and  a  daughter  of  Richard  and  Mary  (Lanyon) 
Edmonds.  By  this  union  were  born  five  children: 
George,  a  Methodist  Episcopal  local  preacher, 
Glenbrook,  Coim. ;  Richard  E.,  an  Episcopal  min- 
ister of  Cincinnati,  Ohio;  William  L.,  a  Wesleyan 
Methodist  minister  of  Sussex,  En.gland ;  Alfred  S., 
our  subject;  and  James,  local  preacher  and  meat 
dealer  of  South  ^leriden,  Conn.  The  mother,  who 
was  a  faithful  and  consistent  member  of  the  Wes- 
leyan ]^Iethodist  Church,  died  in  her  native  land. 
George,  the  oldest  son  of  George,  Jr.,  also  has  a 
son  called  George,  who  is  of  the  seventh  genera- 
tion bearing  the  name  of  George,  all  of  whom  have 
been  eldest  sons  and,  with  three  exceptions,  min- 
isters of  the  gospel — a  remarkable  fact ;  the  second 
of  these  was  captain  of  the  Dolcoath  mine,  of  Cam- 
borne, the  richest  tin  mine  in  the  world ;  and  the 
fifth,  George,  Jr.,  father  of  Alfred  S.,  has  been  a 
local  preacher  in  the  Alethodist  Episcopal  Church 
for  many  years,  and  is  a  true  and  earnest  Christian. 
Alfred  Samuel  Bennett  grew  to  manhood  on  the 
home  farm,  and  was  educated  in  public  and  private 
schools  of  his  native  land.  He  remained  at  home 
with  his  parents  during  his  ininority,  and  on  May 
25,  1879,  when  he  reached  the  age  of  twenty-one, 
he  sailed  for  the  New  World  with  the  hope  of  bet- 
tering his  financial  condition.  He  was  accom- 
panied by  his  brother  James.  They  landed  in  Hali- 
fax, Nova  Scotia,  and  from  there  went  to  Chatham. 
Ontario,  but  a  year  later  came  to  Connecticut  and 
located  on  a  small  farm  in  Cheshire,  where  they 
lived  two  years,  during  which  time  they  embarked 
in  the  butcher  business.  From  the  fann  they  re- 
moved to  Cheshire  Center,  where  they  continued  to 
engage  in  the  meat  business  and  deal  in  cattle  until 
1887,   when   the  partnership   was  dissolved.  James 

!  going  to  South  Meriden  and  Alfred  retaining  the 
old  stand.    He  is  still  engaged  in  that  business,  and 

I  also  deals  in   fertilizers,    engages    in    farming    in 

j  Cheshire,  and  has  acted  as  auctioneer  since   181)3. 
and  by  his  own  well-directed  elTorts,  untiring  in- 

'■  dustry  and  strict  attention  to  business  he  has  siead- 

!  ily  prospered,  and  is  now  quite  well-to-do. 

Mr.  Bennett  has  visited  his  native  land  several 

I  times,  and  on  ^tlarch  9,   1885,  was  married  in  St. 

,  Mabyn,  Cornwall,  to  Miss  Amiie  Cleave,  a  native 
of  St.   Kew.   the  same  county,  and  a  daughter  of 

I   Nicholas    Thomas    Cleave,    of    Lanow    Barton,  St. 
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Kew.  They  liavc  three  chili h-cn:  Jane,  Evel)n  and 
Melville.  Both  JSIr.  and  Mrs.  Bennett  belong  to 
the  Grange,  and  in  religious  connection  both  are 
members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  Mr. 
Bennett  takes  a  very  active  part  in  church  work, 
serving  as  class-leader,  has  been  Sunday-school 
superintendent  sixteen  years,  .Sunday-school 
teacher,  and  at  the  present  time  is  chainnan  of  the 
board  of  trustees.  Sociallv  he  is  a  charter  member 
of  L.  A.  Thomas  Lodge,'  No.  9.  I.  O.  O.  F.,  of 
Cheshire,  and  a  member  of  Temple  Lodge,  A.  F. 
&  A.  M.,  of  the  same  place.  His  ;>olitical  support 
is  given  the  men  and  measures  of  the  Republican 
party,  and  he  takes  a  deep  interest  in  the  welfare  of 
his  party  and  works  earnestly  for  its  success.  For 
eight  years  he  has  been  a  member  of  the  board  of 
selectmen,  and  for  the  past  three  \ears  has  been  lirst 
selectman.  He  takes  a  conmiendable  interest  in 
public  affairs,  and  never  withholds  his  support  from 
any  enterprise  calculated  to  advance  the  moral,  edu- 
cational or  material  v.eltare  of  his  town  and  county. 
He  is  therefore  numbered  among  the  most  valued 
and  useful  citizens  of  the  community. 

GEORGE  C.  AHXOR  has  earned  an  enviable 
reputation  among  the  successful  business  men  of 
Waterbury  by  honorable  methods,  and  has  worked 
his  way  upward  with  commendable  success.  Mr. 
Minor  was  born  in  Woodbury.  Conn.,  May  24,  1847. 
this  town  being  also  the  birthplace  of  his  father, 
INathaniel  D.,- and  of  his  grandfather,  Ephraim. 

Ephraim  Z^Iinor  married  Olive  Judson  and 
reared  a  family  of  three  children :  George  C.  who 
became  a  farmer  and  lived  in  Woodbury,  where  he 
died  while  still  a  young  man :  Charles,  who  lived 
and  died  on  the  old  homestead ;  and  Nathaniel  D. 

Nathaniel  D.  was  born  May  25,  1817,  and  was 
a  farmer,  at  present  having  a  farm  in  the 
town  of  Waterbury.  He  married  Frances  Arm- 
strong, a  native  of  Woodbury,  and  they  are  the 
parents  of  two  children :  George  C. ;  and  Mary 
Jane,  who  married  Frank  R.  Baldwin  and  lives  in 
Jersey  City,  N.  J.  The  father  is  a  Republican,  and 
an  upright  and  respected  citizen.  He  and  wife  at- 
tend the  Congregational   Qiurch. 

George  C.  !Minor  spent  his  boyhood  and  youth 
on  the  farm  in  \\'oodbury,  and  gained  his  educa- 
tion at  the  hands  of  the  teachers  of  the  district 
school.  He  attended  winter  terms  until  he  reached 
the  age  of  twenty,  and  when  his  parents  moved  to 
Waterbury  he  remained  on  the  old  farm,  and  for 
some  eight  years,  was  engaged  in  its  cultivation. 
Mr.  Minor  and  Miss  Ella  Louise  Waters  were  mar- 
ried Jan.  I,  1875.  Mrs.  Minor  was' born  in  New- 
Britain,  Conn.,  and  is  a  daughter  of  Dr.  G.  H. 
Waters.  After  their  marriage  they  left  the  fann, 
and,  coming  to  Waterbury,  the  young  husband  set 
up  a  retail  milk  business,  which  he  followed  for 
some  twelve  years.  In  18S5  the  milk  business  was 
sold  to  other  management,  and  Mr.  Minor  went  into 
the  boot  and  shoe  business  on  South  Main  street. 


It  was  a  new  business  venture,  but  it  proved  highly 
successful,  and  after  seven  years  had  attained  such 
proportions  that  more  commodious  quarters  were 
needed.  These  were  found  at  No.  52  Bank  street, 
and  here  Mr.  Minor  has  since  remained.  This  is 
a  fine  store,  in  the  heart  of  the  city,  and  the  center 
of  a  flattering  trade.  Mr.  Minor  isa  Republican, 
and  with  his  wife 
Church. 


attends    the    Congregational 


GEORGE  TALCOTT  BENTON,  Branford. 
The  ancestor  in  this  country  of  the  branch  of  the 
Benton  family  of  which  the  gentleman  whose  name 
here  appears  is  a  worthy  member  was  (T)  Edward 
Benton,  who  was  born  in  Wiltshire,  England,  in 
1628,  and  died  in  Glastonbury,  Conn.,  in  1698. 

(I)  Edward  Benton  first  located  in  Guilford, 
Conn.,  where  he  was  admitted  as  a  freeman  in 
1650.  Previous  to  1669.  together  with  fifty  other 
families,  he  and  his  family  moved  to  W^ethersfield, 
where  he  became  the  owner  of  150  acres  of  land 
by  purchase  from  the  Indians  for  the  sum  of  three 
shillings,  three  pence.  In  1713  his  widow,  Marv 
Benton,  was  granted  by  the  town  of  Glastonbury 
fiftv  acres  of  land  at  a  cost  of  tw-enty-five  pounds, 
five  shillings;  and  again,  in  1723,  she  was  granted 
fifty-eight  acres  of  land  for  fifty-six  pounds ;  still 
again,  in  1743,  Edward  Benton's  heirs  were  granted 
twelve  acres  of  land  for  fifty  pounds. 

(II)  Edward  Benton,  Jr.,  son  of  the  emigrant, 
was  born  in  Glastonbury,  Conn.,  in  1674,  and  in 
1702  married  Mary  Hale,  of  that  town,  who  died 
in  1713. 

(III)  Josiah  Benton,  son  of  Edward,  Jr.,  was 
born  in  Glastonbury  in  1705,  and  died  there  in  1793- 
In  1735  he  married  Hannah  House,  of  the  same 
place.  At  the  beginning  of  the  Revolutionary  war 
he  took  the  oath  of  fidelity  to  the  State  and  coun- 
try, and  also  became  a  member  of  the  First  Ecclesi- 
astical Society  of  Glastonbury.  At  the  age  of  sev- 
enty he  enlisted  in  the  Connecticut  militia,  went 
from  the  town  of  Tolland,  Conn.,  and  served  in  the 
first  "Lexington  Alarm,"  April  19,  1775. 

(IV)  Josiah  Benton,  Jr.,  son  of  Josiah.  was  born 
in  Glastonbury,  Conn.,  in  1745,  and  died  at  his 
Glastonbury  home  in  1826.  In  1769  he  married 
Dorothy  Smith.  At  the  age  of  thirty  he  joined  the 
Continental  army,  going  with  his  father  as  a  pri- 
vate in  the  Connecticut  militia  from  Tolland,  and 
serving  in  the  first  "Le.xington  Alarm."  On  May 
3,  1775,  he  enlisted  in  the  5th  Company,  2d  Regi- 
ment, Connecticut  Militia,  Col.  Spencer  command- 
ing. The  next  year  he  served  as  a  private  in  Capt. 
Abram  Tyler's  Company,  17th  Regiment,  Connecti- 
cut Continental  Infantry,  Col.  Jedidiah  Hunting- 
ton commanding,  and  was  in  the  battle  of  Long 
Island. 

(V)  Josiah  Benton,  third  son  of  Josiah  and 
Dorothy  (Smith)  Benton,  was  born  in  Glastonbury 
in  1771,  and  in  1703  married  Sarah  Talcott,  who 
was  also  a  native  of  that  town,  born  of  an  old  Con- 
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iiecticut  family.  In  1790.  v:\ih  his  wife  and  fam- 
ily, he  removed  to  Greenport,  Columbia  Co.,  N. 
Y.,  and  he  died  at  Hudson,  N.  Y.,  in  1853.  His 
farm,  consisting  of  125  acres,  was  always  in  a  high 
state  of  cultivation,  and  a  solid  stone  house  there- 
on, erected  in   1729,  is  still  in  good  repair. 

(VI)  Orsmer  Benton,  son  of  above,  was  born 
in  Glastonbury  Aug.  21,  1709,  and  was  reared  in 
Columbia  county,  N.  Y.  For  about  fourteen  years 
he  was  in  the  whaling  and  merchant  service,  and 
for  forty  years  was  engaged  in  the  grocery  busi- 
ness in  Xew  York  City.  On  June  18,  1829,  he 
married  IMary  C.  De  Re  Vere,  daughter  of  Abra- 
ham and  Catherine  ( \'an  Wyck)  De  Re  Vere,  of 
New  York.  She  bore  him  five  sons,  Joiiah  H., 
Walter  De  R..  Orsmer  H.,  George  T.  and  Frank 
W.  Orsmer  Benton  died  Sept.  5,  1879,  in  Brook- 
lyn.    Of  his  sons, 

(VII)  Josiah  H.  Benton  was  born  in  Xew  York 
City  June  14,  1830.  In  March.  1862.  he  enlisted 
in  the  United  States  navy  for  service  in  the  war  of 
the  Rebellion,  and  received  his  commission  as  act- 
ing assistant  paymaster  in  the  navy  Sept.  11,  1862. 
Being  ordered  to  the  Mississippi  Squadron,  he  re- 
ported to  Rear-Admiral  Charles  H.  Davis,  com- 
manding at  Cairo,  111.  He  reported  at  Helena,  Ark., 
Sept.  21,  1862,  and  was  assigned  for  duty  to  the 
United  States  ship  "Cairo"  (iron-clad)  Oct.  i,  same 
year.  The  "Cairo"  was  sunk  by  a  torpedo  in  the 
Yazoo  river  Dec.  12,  1862.  On  Dec.  15,  of  that 
year  he  was  ordered  to  the  United  States  naval  sta- 
tion at  Memphis,  Tenn.,  which  included  the  navy 
yard  and  the  United  States  hospital  ship  "Pinck- 
ney."  On  Jan.  20.  1864,  he  was  ordered  to  the 
United  States  ship  "Meteor"  (a  new  iron-clad  ves- 
sel), at  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  and  was  ordered  to  turn 
that  vessel  over  to  Admiral  D.  G.  Farragut,  at 
New  Orleans,  and  reported  to  that  officer  Feb.   i, 

1864.  He  next  reported  for  duty  at  Alexandria, 
La.,  March  21,  1864,  on  board  the  United  States 
monitor  "Osage,"  which  ship  took  an  active  part 
in  the  Red  river  expedition.  The  "Osage"  was 
the  second  vessel  to  pass  over  the  Red  river  dam  at 
Alexandria  Falls  on  the  morning  of  May  9,  1864 ; 
also  was  the  last  vessel  to  leave  the  Red  river,  and 
she  was  ordered  to  Cairo,  111.,  for  repairs.  She 
grounded  at  the  mouth  of  the  St.  Francis  river,  on 
her  way  up  the  Mississippi  river.  May  22,  1864, 
and  remained  there  until  the  river  rose  and  floated 
her  off,  Nov.  22,  1864,  when  she  was  ordered  to 
the  West  Gulf  Squadron,  and  reported  in  January, 

1865,  at  [Mobile,  where  she  was  sunk  by  a  torpedo 
in  the  battle  of  Mobile.  Paymaster  Benton  was  at 
the  surrender  of  Spanish  Fort  and  Fort  Alexis, 
April  8,  1865  ;  also  at  the  surrender  of  Mobile,  April 
12,  1865.  He  was  next  ordered  to  Washington  to 
settle  his  account,  and  was  honoraoly  discharged 
Sept.  25,  1865.  He  died  at  Copake,  N.  Y.,  Sept. 
4,  1895.  He  married  F.lizahoth  Haws  Edwards,  of 
Hudson,  N.  Y. ;  tliey  had  no  children. 

(VII)   W'alter  De  R.  Benton,  who  was  a  con- 


tractor, was  born  Dec.  30,  1S31,  and  died  in  Pough- 
keepsie,  N.  Y.,  Oct.  15,  1884.  He  married  Rachel 
Leonard,  of  Albany,  N.  Y..  and  had  two  children, 
Sarah    M.    and   Walter. 

(VII)  Orsmer  H.  Benton,  son  of  Orsmer  and 
Mary  C.  (De  Re  Vere)  Benton,  was  born  in  New 
York  City  June  26.  1839.  He  settled  in  [Memphis, 
Tenn.,  where  he  married  Susan  M.  Lamdin.  He 
entered  the  United  States  navy  in  the  war  of  the 
Rebellion  as  paymaster's  clerk,  in  September,  1S62, 
was  honorably  discharged  in  1S63,  and  still  resides 
in  Memphis. 

(VII)  George  Talcott  Benton,  fourth  son  of 
Orsmer  and  ]Mary  C.  (De  Re  Vere)  Benton,  was 
born  in  New  York  City  Oct.  13,  1846,  and  was 
reared  and  educated  in  his  native  city.  Since  1866 
he  has  been  a  resident  of  Branford,  where  he  has 
been  engaged  in  various  occupations,  though  by 
trade  he  is  a  bricklayer.  On  June  19,  1873,  he  mar- 
ried Ellen  Foote  Stedman,  daughter  of  Harry  and 
Betsy  (Foote)  Stedman,  of  Branford,  and  they 
have  one  son,  (^VIII)  Josiah  H.,  born  in  Branford 
Feb.  10,  1881,  who  is  a  student  at  Yale. 

(VII)  Frank  W.  Benton  was  born  in  New 
York  City  Oct.  2,  1848,  and  is  now  a  resident  of 
New  Orleans.  He  married  Annie  Lovell,  of  that 
city. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  George  T.  Benton  are  members 
of  the  Episcopal  Church.  Sociallv  he  is  affiliated 
with  the  F.  &  A.  AL,  Lodge  No.'  66.  Politically 
he  is  a  Republican.  He  has  in  his  possession  a  rare 
collection  of  relics,  handed  down  through  the  fam- 
ily, all  of  which  are  catalogued,  and  too  numerous 
to  mention  here.  Among  those,  however,  that  are 
most  interesting  are  the  following:  A  set  of 
Lowestoft  china,  nineteen  pieces,  nine  pieces  of 
glassware,  and  sixteen  pieces  of  pewterware,  which 
have  been  in  the  Benton  family  since  1660;  a  large 
collection  of  old  books  dating  from  1771  to  1818, 
which  include  an  English  primer  of  1800,  a  gram- 
mar, 1818,  and  arithmetic,  1809;  Washington's 
"Farewell  address  to  the  People,"  printed  at  Hud- 
son, N.  Y.,  in  181 1,  and  a  Latin  book,  printed  in 
1715;  a  pack  of  playing  cards  left  by  his  grandfa- 
ther. 1820:  an  old-fashioned  shawl,  1830;  piece  of 
Sandwich  Island  cloth  made  from  bark ;  piece  of 
tile  from  St.  John's  Church.  Hamoton,  Va..  1630; 
silver  medal  from  King  of  Sv/eden :  besides  other 
interesting  relics  from  fiftv  to  two  hundred  vears 
old. 

CH.VRLES  F.  BLUMENAUER,  the  present 
keeper  of  the  almshouse  at  Naugatuck,  was  born  in 
Ellenville,  Ulster  Co..  X.  Y..  Oct.  i,  1857,  a  son  of 
Paul  and  Caroline  (Reitenauer)  Blumenauer,  both 
natives  of  Germany.  Our  subject's  paternal  grand- 
father, George  Blumenauer,  emigrated  from  that 
country  to  America  and  spent  his  last  years  as  a 
farmer  in  Ellenville,  N.  Y.,  where  his  death  oc- 
curred. In  early  life  the  father  came  to  the  United 
States,  and   was  employed  as  a  glassblower  until 
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forty  years  of  a'je,  when  he  settled  down  to  farm- 
ing in  Ellenville.  He  and  his  wife  still  continue 
to  reside  there.  They  are  members  of  the  German 
Lutheran  Church,  and  in  political  sentiment  he  is  a 
Republican.  To  this  worthy  couple  were  born  four 
children:  Mary,  now  the  wife  of  William  Lobdell, 
of  Ellenville;  Charles  F.,  our  subject;  Peter,  a 
farmer  of  Ellenville,  and  Helen,  wife  of  Henry 
Misner,  of  Greenfield,  Xew  York. 

Our  subject  grew  to  manhood  upon  the  home 
farm  and  obtained  his  education  in  the  district 
school  of  the  neighborhood.  On  leaving  the  par- 
ental roof,  in  iS8o.  at  the  age  of  twenty-three  years, 
he  came  to  Naugatuck,  where  he  has  since  made 
his  home.  He  first  worked  on  the  farrn  and  in  the 
lumberyard  of  Samuel  Piatt  for  twenty-seven 
months  and  for  the  following  eight  months  was  in 
the  employ  of  Henry  D.  Hotchkiss,  of  W'aterbury, 
driving-  a  team,  farming,  etc. 

On  Jan.  i,  18S4,  ^Nlr.  Blumenauer  wedded  Miss 
Mary  J.  Frear,  who  was  also  born  in  Ellenville, 
N.  Y.,  and  is  a  daughter  of  Henry  and  Jane  (Grant) 
Frear,  natives  of  Lister  and  Sullivan  counties. 
N.  Y.,  respectively.  Her  paternal  grandfather, 
John  E.  Frear,  was  born  in  Xew  York,  of  French 
ancestry,  and  her  maternal  grandfather,  John 
Grant,  was  a  native  of  England.  Her  parents  are 
now  deceased.  They  had  a  family  of  six  children : 
David  A.,  a  farmer  of  Ellenville,  N.  Y. ;  Frank, 
deceased;  Rachel,  a  resident  of  Ellenville,  N.  Y. ; 
JVlary  J.,  wife  of  our  subject;  John  E.,  of  Ellen- 
ville, N.  Y. ;  and  Cora  B.,  deceased.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
lilumenauer  have  one  child,  Henry  P.,  aged  twelve 
years. 

For  twelve  years  after  his  marriage  Mr. 
Blumenatier  was  in  the  employ  of  the  Goodyear 
Metallic  Rubber  Shoe  Co.,  and  then,  in  1896,  was 
appointed  keeper  of  the  almshouse,  which  position 
he  has  since  filled  in  a  most  commendable  and 
satisfactorv'  manner.  He  is  an  upright,  reliable 
man,  who  conscientiously  discharges  every'  duty 
that  devolves  upon  him,  and  merits  and  receives  the 
confidence  and  respect  of  his  fellow  citizens.  He  is 
a  supporter  of  the  Republican  party,  and  fraternally 
is  a  member  of  Centennial  Lodge,  Xo.  100.  \.  O. 
O.  F.,  of  Naugatuck;  and  Salem  Lodge,  No.  36, 
A.  O.  U.  W.  His  wife  holds  membership  in  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

ARCHER  J.  S^HTH  was  born  in  Waterbury, 
Dec.  17,  1856,  a  son  of  Earl  Smith,  an  old  and 
honored  resident  of  this  city,  w'hose  biography  ap- 
pears elsewhere. 

Archer  J.  Smith  spent  his  boyhood  days  under 
his  parental  roof,  and  was  educated  in  the  public 
schools  and  at  \\"illiston  Seminary,  a  somewhat 
celebrated  institution  of  learning  at  East  Hamp- 
ton, Alass.  Entering  upon  a  career  for  himself,  his 
first  work  was  found  in  the  office  of  the  Buckle 
Company,  and  in  188 1  lie  iiecarne  secretary  and 
treasurer  of  the  American   },Iills   Co.,  and  is   still 


acting  in  that  capacity.  He  is  also  secretary  and 
treasurer  of  the  New  Haven  Web  Co.,  of  New 
Haven,   Conn. 

Mr.  Smith  married  Miss  Susan  Maltby,  a 
daughter  of  Douglass  F.  Maltby,  of  Waterbury. 

JOHN  WILLL\M  ALLDERIGE  was  born 
in  Birmingham,  England,  Sept.  5,  1854,  and  is  a 
son  of  William  Allderige,  who  was  born  in 
Fazeley,  Staffordshire,  England,  April   15,   1829. 

W^illiam  Allderige  obtained  his  early  education 
in  a  day  school  conducted  by  the  local  Episcopal 
Church,  and  for  about  two  years  was  a  student  in 
a  private  school  at  Tamworth,  England.  On  the 
removal  of  his  parents  to  Birmingham,  he  attended 
the  schools  of  that  city  for  a  time.  There  he  did 
his  first  work  for  himself,  when  about  thirteen  years 
old,  in  the  employ  of  Pickford  &  Co.,  at  that  time 
the  largest  carrying  company  in  England.  This 
firm  had  its  headquarters  at  Burton,  and  here  Will- 
iam Allderige  had  charge  of  the  shipping  depart- 
ment. The  firm  appreciated  his  services,  and  soon 
promoted  hmi  to  a  more  important  workc  at  Bir- 
mingham. \\'hen  he  had  reached  the  age  of  nine- 
teen— still  in  the  same  employ — the  company  was 
merged  into  the  London  &  Xorthwestern  Railway 
Co.  Mr.  Allderige  was  oflfered  a  position  with  the 
Alidland  Railway  Co.  as  assistant  cashier  and  in- 
voice clerk,  which  he  accepted,  and  remained  with 
them  six  years.  Mr.  Allderige  then  became  asso- 
ciated with  the  London  &  Xorthwestern  Railway 
Co.  in  its  bookkeeping  department.  On  March  28, 
1856,  he  came  to  the  Lnited  States,  and  located  at 
Northampton,  I\Iass.,  where  he  made  but  a  brief 
stay,  however,  going  on  to  Xew  York  City  to  learn 
the  art  of  making  daguerreotypes.  He  was  in  Xew 
York  about  a  year,  and  then  went  back  to  Xorth- 
ampton,  and  from  that  point  went  on  the  road, 
taking  photographs.  In  this  way  he  entered  his 
business  career,  in  which  he  has  been  successful 
in  every  way. 

In  1870  Mr.  Allderige  opened  a  photograph 
studio  in  X^ew  Britain,  where  he  was  in  business 
until  1877,  when  his  son  took  charge  and  carried 
on  the  business  until  1898.  In  Xovember,  1859, 
■Mr.  Allderige  removed  to  Plainville,  Conn.,  where 
he  has  practically  operated  a  sttidio  for  over  forty 
years,  and  where  he  has  made  his  home  to  the 
present  time.  In  1886  he  opened  a  studio  in  Farm- 
ington.  Conn.,  w-hich  he  has  conducted  to  the  pres- 
ent time,  making  a  specialty  of  fine  work  for  the 
students  of  Miss  Porter's  School.  Mr.  Allderige 
is  a  Republican,  and  has  served  as  grand  juror  and 
as  justice  of  the  peace.  Socially  he  is  a  Free  Mason. 
He  belongs  to  the  Baptist  Church,  and  his  wife  is 
president  of  the  Ladies'  Aid  Society  connected  with 
same. 

On  N'ov.  14,  1848,  Air.  Allderige  married  Sarah 
Dawson,  who  died  April  25,  1887.  They  had  the 
following  chlMren :  ill  Annie,  born  Aug.  17, 
1849,  married  Charles   Xeal,   of   Southington,   and 
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i-,  now  a  widow.  Frederick  [..  !;.t  son,  was  burn 
in  1^75,  married  Rosa  Ainsden,  of  Chestertield, 
Conn.  (2)  Jennie,  born  in  May,  1851,  died  in 
1S87.  (3)  Mary,  born  May  27,  1853,  married 
Smith  D.  Seeley,  of  Xew  Haven,  and  they  have 
two  children— Arthur  Nelson,  born  in  November, 
1880;  and  Jennie  Leola,  born  in  October,  1882. 
(4)  John  WiUiam  was  born  Sept.  5,  1854.  (,5) 
Frederick,  born  Feb.  23,  1857,  married  Emma 
Woodford,  of  Plainville,  and  they  have  one  child, 
I'lorine,  born  Jan.  12.  i886.  (6)  Sarah  Christiana, 
born  June  23,  1859,  married  Charles  Dean,  of  For- 
tbtville,  and  is  the  mother  of  one  child,  Norma 
Louise,  born  Dec.  21,  1896.  'Sir.  Allderige  was 
married  Sept.  12,  1S89,  to  Fannie  A.  Stewart,  who 
was  born  in  Farmingion,  and  is  a  daughter  of  John 
and  Fannie   (Reynolds)   Stewart. 

Thomas  Allderige,  father  of  William,  was  born 
about  1802,  and  died  in  1852.  He  was  a  calico 
printer,  and  followed  that  business  all  his  active 
days.  Throughout  his  life  he  was  an  e.xemplary 
man.  In  1827  he  married  Christiana  Allderige,  and 
William  was  their  only  child. 

John  William  Allderige  came  to  this  country 
with  his  parents  when  about  two  years  old.  He 
attended  the  common  schools  of  Plainville,  and 
commenced  active  life  at  the  age  of  thirteen  years, 
learning  the  photographer's  art  under  the  instruc- 
tion of  his  father.  While  engaged  in  his  father's 
studio  he  was  also  taking  private  instruction  from 
a  retired  Congregational  minister.  When  about 
twenty  years  ol'd  he  went  to  Waterbury,  where  he 
conducted  the  leading  g-allery  for  seventeen  years, 
at  the  end  of  that  time  selling  out  and  going  to 
Kenosha,  Wis.,  to  continue  in  the  same  business. 
He  was  there  a  year  and  a  half,  when  he  sold  out 
to  Frank  Brown,  and  spent  six  months  in  Chicago 
operating  for  G.  F.  Taylor.  Commg  back  to  Con- 
necticut, he  had  a  gallery  in  Thomaston  for  a  year 
or  more,  when  he  removed  to  Wallingford,  and 
here  in  a  brief  time  he  has  built  up  a  very  fine  busi- 
ness. His  start,  in  the  building  next  to  the  post 
office,  was  a  modest  one,  but  he  aid  painstaking 
work,  and  with  a  desirable  location  his  patronage 
so  increased  that  he  was  presently  compelled  to 
look  for  larger  quarters.  His  studio  now  occupies 
two  floors,  completely  furnished,  and  centrally  lo- 
cated, and  its  resources  are  already  taxed  to  ac- 
commodate his  business.  Recently  he  has  fomied 
a  Heliogravure  Company,  of  which  he  is  president 
and  superintendent.  3.1r.  Allderige  is  a  member  of 
the  I.  O.  O.  F".  and  the  K.  P.,  and  has  a  host  of 
friends  in  both  orders.  He  is  a  Republican,  but 
has  never  sought  office.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
Episcopal  Church,  has  lived  an  honorable  and  up- 
right life,  and  is  greatly  esteemed  in  the  com- 
munity. 

Mr.  Allderige  was  married  Feb.  13.  1878,  to 
Ida  Harriet  P.ailev.  of  Waterbury.  Thomas  Jud<l. 
'Mie  of  her  remote  ancestor.-^,  was  one  of  the  first 
settlers  of  the  county  of  New  Haven.     To  Mr.  and 


Mrs.  Allderige  have  come  children  as  fc-Uows :  (  i) 
I  Burton,  bora  June  4,  1880,  who  died  at  the  age  of 

two  and  a  half  years;  (2)  Norton  John,  born  June 
;  21,  1885;  and  (3J  Clifford  Bailey,  born  Aug.  a, 
i  1888. 

THOMAS  fC\NE,  a  respected  resident  of 
i  Waterbury  and  alderman  from  the  F'ifth  ward,  was 
I  born  in  County  Cavan,  Ireland,  in  1847,  the  eldest 
of  the  five  children  that  blessed  the  marriage  of 
John  and  ^lary  (Smith)  Kane.  The  parents  were 
natives  of  the  same  county,  and  passed  their  lives 
on  a  farm  in  Ireland,  where  they  died  in  the  Catho- 
lic faith.  Of  their  children,  Michael  is  a  farmer  on 
the  old  homestead  in  Ireland ;  Ann  is  the  widow  of 
Peter  Smith,  and  resides  in  Waterbury;  ^lary  mar- 
ried Patrick  Alulligan,  of  the  same  city,  and  is  now 
deceased ;  Edward  is  a  member  of  the  Waterbury 
hre  department. 

Thomas   Kane  was  educated    in    the    National 
schools  of  Ireland  and  was  reared  to  manhood  on 
the  home  farm.     On  May   19,   1869,  he  embarked 
I  for  America,  and  on  landing  came  directly  to  Wa- 
terbury.     Here    he    found    employment   with   the 
:  clock-case  company,  with  which  he  remained  from 
iS6g  until  1S77,  ^vhen  he  made  a  trip  to  Iowa  for 
three  months,  on  a  sort  of  prospecting  tour.     In 
August,     1877,    he    returned    to    Waterbury    and 
:  opened  a  sample  room  which  he  still  conducts. 
'         In    1873    J^J^r.    Kane   married    Catherine    Smith, 
who    was    soon    called    away.      He   next   married 
Bridget   Donohue,    who   bore    him    two    children, 
John  and  Thomas,  the  last  named  deceased,  as  is 
also   the   mother.      For   his    third    wife    Mr.    Kane 
married   Catherine   Galligan.     They   have  no   chil- 
dren. 

Politically  ISlv.  Kane  is  a  Democrat,  but  he  is 
somewhat  lenient  in  local  affairs,  voting  for  the 
best  man.  In  1888  and  i8qo  he  was  a  member  of 
the  board  of  councilmen,  and  he  is  now  alderman 
from  the  Fifth  ward.  Fraternally  Air.  Kane  is  a 
member  of  the  Knights  of  Columbus,  and  has  been 
treasurer  thereof  twelve  years ;  is  also  a  member  of 
the  Foresters  of  America,  and  for  twentv-five  years 
has  belonged  to  the  Ancient  Order  of  Hibernians, 
all  in  Waterbury.  He  is  a  Catholic,  and  holds 
membership  in  the  Immaculate  Conceotion  Church, 
to  the  support  of  which  he  contributes  quite  freely. 
He  is  genial  of  disposition,  and  has  hosts  of  friends 
within   and   without   church   circles. 

PETER  McGOVERN,  a  well-known  liquor 
dealer  of  Derby,  Conn.,  was  born  in  County  Leit- 
rim,  Ireland,  about  tifty-eight  years  ago,  a  son  of 
Patrick  and  Rose  (  Farrell )  ?^IcGovern,  natives  of 
the  same  place,  who  never  came  to  America  but 
spent  their  entire  lives  as  farming  people  in  Ireland. 
In  their  family  were  seven  children,  namely: 
Michael,  who  was  employed  in  the  iron  and  steel 
works  at  Derby,  Conn.,  for  some  time,  and  died  in 
California; Thomas, who  was  a  fireman  on  a  steamer 
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and  died  in  Xew  York;  I't:;.  r.  oar  subicct:  Patrick, 
who  was  a  miner  and  died  m  California;  Mary, 
who  died  unmarried ;  Rose,  who  tirst  married  Ber- 
nard Kalagher,  and  after  his  death  married  John 
Reynolds,  of  Derby ;  and  Catherine,  who  married 
a  ^Ir.  Tro}',  of  California,  and  died  in  that  State. 

During  his  boyhood  Peter  r^IcGovern  attended 
the  public  schools  of  his  native  land,  but  at  the  age 
of  fourteen  years  he  came  to  America  arriving  m 
Birmingham,  now  Derby,  Conn.,  in  August,  1855. 
Here  he  was  employed  in  the  Birmingham  Iron  and 
Steel  Works  until  the  Civil  war  broke  out.  He  was 
one  of  the  first  to  otTer  his  services  to  the  govern- 
ment to  help  crush  out  the  rebellion,  enlisting  in 
April,  1S61,  in  Company  B,  ist  Conn.  \'.  I.  He 
was  sworn  into  the  United  States  service  at  Hart- 
ford, May  22,  and  for  three  long  years  was  one  of 
the  gallant  defenders  of  the  Union,  being  discharged 
at  Petersburg,  \"a..  May  23,  1S64.  He  was  under 
the  command  of  Gens.  Scott  and  McClellan,  and 
participated  in  many  engagements,  in  one  of  which 
he  was  wounded  b_\'  a  piece  of  shell. 

After  being  discharged  ^Ir.  McGovern  returned 
to  Birmingham,  where  he  worked  for  William 
Tansey  at  the  blacksmith's  trade  for  four  years,  and 
then  embarked  in  the  liquor  business  at  his  present 
location,  Xo.  2  Hawthorne  avenue.  In  1893  he 
opened  another  saloon  on  ^lain  street  in  partner- 
ship with  John  Donovan,  of  Shelton,  and  they  are 
still  associated  in  business,  our  subject  having 
charge  of  the  saloon  on  Hawthorne  avenue. 

In  1866  Mr.  McGovern  married  Aliss  .Margaret 
Coyle,  a  native  of  New  York,  whose  father  was 
born  in  Ireland.  She  died,  leaving  three  children: 
Sarah;  ]\Iamie ;  and  Catherine,  wife  of  John  Doyle, 
of  Shelton.  Mr.  McGovern  is  a  stanch  supporter 
of  the  Democratic  party,  and  has  served  as  chief 
of  the  fire  department  of  Derby.  He  is  a  member. 
of  the  Foresters  of  America  and  the  Grand  Army 
of  the  Republic,  and  rehgiously  is  a  communicant 
of  the  Catholic  Church. 

GEORGE  D.  BUCK.  Prominent  among  the 
wide-awake,  progressive  and  successful  business 
men  of  Naugatuck  is  the  subject  of  this  biography, 
a  leading  hardware  dealer  of  that  place.  His  life 
history  most  happily  illustrates  what  may  be  at- 
tained by  faithful  and  continued  effort  in  carrying 
out  an  honest  purpose. 

A  native  of  Connecticut,  Mr.  Buck  was  born  in 
Farmington.  Hartford  county,  Feb.  20,  1842,  and 
is  a  grandson  of  Jesse  Buck,  who  made  his  home 
in  Plymouth,  Conn.,  and  was  probably  a  native  of 
this  State.  He  had  only  two  children,  Daniel,  the 
father  of  our  subject,  and  another  son  who  died 
young.  Daniel  Buck  was  born  in  Plymouth,  Litch-, 
field  county,  in  iSio,  and  there  grew  to  manhood. 
In  early  life  he  learned  the  carriage  maker's  trade 
at  Burlington.  Conn.,  and  subsequently  engaged  in 
that  business  at  Farmington.  In  politics  he  was 
first  a  Whig  and  later  a  Republican,  and  in  religious 


belief  he  was  a  Congrcgationalist.  He' died  in  i860, 
honored  and  respected  by  all  who  knew  him.  His 
wife,  who  bore  the  maiden  name  of  iVlary  (or 
Polly)  Hico.x,  was  a  native  of  Waterbury,  and  a 
member  of  an  old  and  prominent  family  of  that 
town.  She  died  in  1894,  at  the  advanced  age  of 
ninety-two  years.  Her  children  were  Charles  H., 
who  died  in  Farmington  in  1894;  and  George  D., 
our  subject. 

George  D.  Buck  was  reared  in  Farmington,  and 
acquired  a  good  practical  education  in  its  common 
schools.  On  starting  out  in  life  for  himself  he  en- 
tered the  mercantile  world,  and  conducted  a  general 
store  in  Farmington.  In  1861,  at  the  opening  of 
the  Civil  war,  he  enlisted  in  Company  K,  25th  Conn. 
V.  I.,  for  nine  months,  and  was  mustered  out  in. 
1862.  During  the  battle  of  Irish  Bend,  La.,  he  was 
wounded  in  the  leg.  In  1S79  he  came  to  Nauga- 
tuck and  entered  the  employ  of  John  M.  Page,  a 
hardware  dealer,  for  whom  he  worked  five  years, 
and  at  the  end  of  that  time  became  a  member  of  the 
firm,  business  being  carried  on  under  the  name  of 
John  ]\I.  Page  &  Co.  They  do  a  large  and  profit- 
able business  and  our  subject  still  continues  his  con- 
nection with  the  company. 

In  1872  yir.  Buck  married  Miss  Eleanor  Wood- 
ford, of  Farmington,  a  daughter  of  Franklin  Wood- 
ford. She  died  in  1890,  leaving  one  child,  Gertrude, 
now  the  wife  of  John  Broderick,  foreman  for  the 
Goodyear  India  Rubber  Co.,  at  Xaugatuck.  Mr. 
Buck  was  married,  in  1894,  to  ^Irs.  Emily  (Smith) 
Hotchkiss,  of  Xaugatuck,  widow  of  D.  M.  Hotch- 
kiss.  Mr.  Buck  is  a  stanch  supporter  of  the  men 
and  measures  of  the  Republican  party,  and  has 
capably  tilled  several  local  offices.  He  is  a  member 
of  the  Episcopal  Church,  and  also  of  the  Knights 
of  Pythias,  the  Improved  Order  of  Red  Men,  and 
tne  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic.  His  life  has  been 
one  of  earnest  endeavor,  and  due  success  has  not 
been  denied  him. 

MARSHALL  DEXXISOX  STEVENS,  now 
retired  from  active  life,  was,  during  his  business 
career,  ranked  among  the  skillful  mechanics  of  the 
town  of  Guilford,  his  industrious  habits  and  un- 
swerving integrity  winning  him  a  large  circle  of 
friends  and  patrons,  and  securing  for  him  the  last- 
ing respect  and  esteem  of  the  community.  Mr. 
Stevens  was  born  in  Guilford  Oct.  22.  1846,  and 
the  family  of  which  he  is  a  worthy  member  has  long 
been  known  in  ^liddlesex  county. 

Capt.  David  Stevens,  his  grandfather,  was  a 
native  of  Saybrook,  and  spent  his  life  in  the  com- 
munity where  he  was  born.  By  occupation  a  ship- 
wright, he  built  a  large  number  of  vessels.  He  was 
a  captain  in  the  militia.  He  died  in  Saybrook, 
where  he  was  buried. 

Alexander  Stevens,  father  of  Marshall  D.,  was 
born  Aug.  17.  1808,  in  Savbrook,  where  he  learned 
the  shipwright's  trade,  working  with  his  father. 
He  remained  in  his  native  place  until   183S,  when 
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Ik  removed  to  Guilford,  foUowine  his  trade  there 
with  Mr.  Graves  and  for  several  years  with  Mr. 
Blatchley.  Later  he  worked  in  other  sections  of 
the  country,  and  finally  became  a  carpenter  and 
joiner,  settling  in  Guilford,  wliere  he  died  Sept.  25, 
1880.  He  was  buried  in  the  Guilford  cemetery. 
JSIr.  Stevens  was  a  member  of  the  M.  E.  Church, 
and  in  politics  a  Democrat.  An  honorable  and  up- 
right man,  he  was  well  regarded  in  the  community 
in  which  his  honorable  and  useful  life  was 
spent. 

In  1832  Mr.  Stevens  was  married,  in  West- 
brook,  to  Rachel  A.  Dennison,  who  was  born  Aug. 
8,  1815,  at  Silver  Lake,  Pa.,  a  daughter  of  Edward 
Dennison ;  the  last  named  married  the  daughter  of 
a  Revolutionary  soldier,  Cornelius  Chittenden,  who 
died  Dec.  24,  1858,  aged  ninety-four  years.  To  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Stevens  came  seven  children,  viz.:  (i) 
Wellington  S.,  bom  in  1834,  is  deceased.  (2) 
Hart  W.,  born  in  1837,  died  at  the  age  of  seventeen. 
(3)  Marcellus,  born  in  1839,  died  in  Havana  in 
1862,  of  yellow  fever.  (4)  Eckford  T.,  born  Jan. 
II,  1845,  is  a  carpenter  and  builder  in  Guilford. 
(5)  Marshall  Dennison  is  mentioned  below.  (6) 
Emma  R.,  born  Feb.  27,  1850,  married  Henry 
Hart,  of  Guilford,  and  is  deceased.  (7I  Ella  C, 
born  Dec.  22,  1853,  married  Charles  O.  Hotchkiss, 
of  Higganum,  Conn.  Airs.  Alexander  Stevens  died 
Oct.  18,  1891,  and  was  buried  in  the  Guilford  cem- 
etery. She  was  a  member  of  the  M.  E.  Church,  a 
lady  of  fine  character  and  good  Christian  life. 

Marshall  Dennison  Stevens  attended  the  Guil- 
ford schools,  and  struck  out  in  life  for  himself  at 
the  early  age  of  eleven  years,  when  he  became  a 
cook  on  a  sloop  engaged  in  the  coasting  trade.  For 
eleven  years  he  followed  the  sea,  rising  to  the  po- 
sition of  mate,  and  was  engaged  in  the  coast  trade, 
for  the  greater  part  of  the  eleven  years  on  the 
"Sarah  L.  Thompson"  and  the  "Ann  J.  Russell," 
and  other  well-known  vessels  of  a  former  genera- 
tion. When  he  gave  up  a  sailor's  life  Mr.  Stevens 
returned  to  Guilford  and  became  a  carpenter  and 
joiner.  He  is  still  very  active,  although  at  the  pres- 
ent time  not  engageil  in  business.  He  is  known 
as  one  of  the  crack  shots  in  the  county. 

Mr.  Stevens  is  a  member  of  the  Knights  of 
Pythias,  and  is  a  valued  member  of  that  organiza- 
tion, where  his  genial  ways  and  friendly  spirit  are 
much  appreciated.  He  is  not  a  member  of  anv 
church,  but  his  clean  life  has  shown  high  moral 
principle.  He  is  a  Democrat  in  political  faith,  and, 
though  no  seeker  after  position,  has  been  chairman 
of  the  town  committee  and  registrar  of  voters. 

Mr.  Stevens  and  Julia  A.  Splann,  a  native  of 
Ireland,  were  married  in  Portchester,  X.  Y. ;  she 
has  proved  a  devoted  wife,  and  is  kind  and  neigh- 
borly  in   her   relations   with  all. 

JOHN  OLRT.R  ROWLAND  was  born  Jan. 
31,  1844,  in  New  York,  son  of  John  Rogers  Row- 
land, a  native  of  the  same  State.  The  father  was  a 
house  and  ship  carpenter^  engaged  in  contracting, 
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and  did  considerable  Imsiness  in  Branford,  where 
he  died.  He  was  a  Whig,  and  held  strong  Abolition 
i  sentiments  ;  he  was  a  member  of  the  Baptist  Church. 
In  1850  Mr.  Rowland  married  Aliss  Mary  Ann  Lan- 
fair,  of  Branford,  who  died  in  her  native  town, 
where  her  father,  Oliver  Lanfair,  had  long  lived. 
To  John  Rogers  Rowland  and  his  wife  Alary  .\nn 
were  born  :  ( i)  Louise,  now  living  in  New  Haven, 
married  George  Bradley.  (2)  Alartha  Jane  mar- 
'  ried  George  Calkins,  and  is  now  dead.  (3)  George 
;  H.  died  in  1S98,  in  New  Haven,  where  he  had  been 
engaged  in  the  meat  business,  (s)  John  Oliver  is 
the  subject  of  these  lines.  (S)  Alary  Frances  mar- 
ried Dr.  William  Beebe,  of  Bridgeport.  (6)  Emma 
O.  married  Henry  Blackley,  of  Guilford.  (7) 
Charles  F.  is  in  the  painting  and'  paper  business  at 
New  Haven.  (8)  Luther  Lee  is  a  dry-goods  mer- 
chant at  Guilford.  (9)  Moletta  married  Edward 
Florence,  of  Birmingham,  Conn.,  and  is  now  dead. 
( 10)  Alvira  G.  is  the  widow  of  Se\7nour  F.  Benton^ 
of  Guilford.  Three  children  died  in  infancy.  John 
Rowland,  the  grandfather  of  John  O.,  was  born  in 
Scotland  at  an  early  day,  and  removed  to  this  coun- 
i   try  while  still  a  young  man. 

John  Oliver  Rowland  was  born  in   New   Dur- 
!   ham,  N.  Y.,  and  received  his  schooling  in  Branford 
and  North  Haven,  Conn.     When  he  was  fourteen 
I   he  worked  on  a  farm  in  North  Haven  for  alwut  a 
,   year,   and   then    worked   for    F.    Alansfield   &   Co., 
oyster  dealers  at  Fair  Haven,  for  some  six  months. 
At  Rome,  N.  Y.,  he  had  charge  of  the  shipping  of 
oysters   for  Thompson  &  Rowe,   for  about  a  year 
and  a  half,  and  at  the  expiration  of  this  period  came 
back  to  New  Haven  to  take  a  position  as  conductor 
on  the  street-car  line.     After  a  time  he  went  back 
,  to  Rome  to  manage  a  new  hotel  which  his  old  em- 
;    ployers  had  put  up  during  his  absence,  and  for  a 
'   year  or  more  was  thus  engaged.     At  Fair  Haven 
;   he  became  interested  in  a  large  grocery  house  and 
was  its  general  manager  for  some  fourteen  years, 
and  then  became  a  member  of  the  ovster-growing 
firm  of  H.  C.  Rowe  &  Co.,  the  largest  oyster-grow- 
i    ers  in  the  world.     This  was  in  1878,  and  in   iqoo 
he  left  the  firm  on  account  of  continued  ill  health 
I    to  take  a  position  as  manager  and  superintendent 
of  the  Alasonic  Home  of  Connecticut.     This  insti- 
tution is  in  a  very  picturesque  locality,  and  is  one 
of  the  most  admirably  managed  of  its  kind  in  the 
world.     All  the  comforts  of  a  home  are  provided 
for  the  inmate?,  and  Air.  Rowland  and  his  estimable 
wife  are  peculiarly  fitted  for  the  discharge  of  the 
varied  and  onerous  duties  of  such  a  place. 

Air.  Rowdand-  is  a  Alason  of  high  degree,  and  his 
■  affiliations  are  with  Adelphi  Lodge,  No.  63,  F.  & 
A.  AL:  Pulaski  Chapter,  No.  26,  R.  A.  AI. ;  Craw- 
ford Council,  No.  19,  R.  &  S.  AL;  and  New  Haven 
Commandery,  No.  2,  K.  T.  He  is  president  of  the 
Past  Alasters  Association  of  New  Haven  county, 
and  is  a  member  of  the  Alasonic  \'eterans  Associa- 
tion of  Connecticut.  Air.  Rowland  is  past  master 
of  his  .home  lodge,  past  most  excellent  high  priest 
of  the   chapter,   and   past   thrice   illustrious   master 
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of  Crawford  Council,  Xo.  ly.  R.  &  S.  M.  At 
present  he  is  most  worshipful  grand  master  of  the 
.Grand  Lodge  of  Masons,  most  excellent  past  grand 
high  priest  of  the  Most  Excellent  Grand  koval 
Arch  Chapter  of  Connecticut,  and  P.  M.  P.  G.  M. 
of  the  :M.  p.  G.  C.  of  Royal  Select  Grand  Masters 
of  the  State.  He  is  also  enrolled  with  the  A.  O. 
U.  \V.  and  the  Heptasophs.  Mr.  Rowland  has 
served  as  a  director  of  the  Masonic  Mutual  Benefit 
Association  for  nineteen  years,  and  is  a  director  of 
the  Fair  Haven  Union  Cemetery  Association.  He 
is  a  Republican,  but  would  never  become  a  candi- 
date for  any  office.  In  religion  he  is  a  member  of 
the  Second  Congregational  Church,  and  has  been 
president  of  the  Second  Congregational  Club. 

Mr.   Rowland   was  married.   May  29,   1866,  to 
.  Miss  Nancy  Maria  Russell,  of  East  Haven,  a  daugh- 
ter  of  John   Russell.     They   have  one   daughter, 
Mary  Etta,  who    is  at    home :  another  daughter, 
Edith  Maria,  died  at  the  age  of  si.Kteen  years. 

GUSTAVE  ADOLPH  R.A.\HRLAPPER 
HAMRE,  who  occupies  an  important  position  in 
the  commercial  world  of  Branford,  as  a  paint  con- 
tractor and  dealer  in  wall  paper,  was  born  in  Chris- 
tiansand,  Norway,  April  29,  1S56.  and  is  a  son  of 
G.  A.  and  Christiana  (Christiansen)  Raahrlapper. 
Like  many  other  natives  of  Norway,  Mr.  Hamre 
takes  his  surname  from  the  town  in  which  he  was 
born. 

Mr.  Hamre  was  reared  in  Norway  and  at  the 
age  of  fourteen  was  set  to  learn  the  painter's  trade, 
at  which  he  was  apprenticed  for  four  years.  His 
cash  income  for  these  four  years  was  ten  dollars 
annually,  paid  him  in  addition  to  his  board.  For 
lour  years  he  worked  as  a  journeyman  painter,  and 
jn  1878  came  to  the  United  States.  For  a  year  and 
a  half  following  his  arrival  in  this  country  he 
worked  in  New  York  City  for  the  Manhattan  Ele- 
vated Co.  In  1880  he  came  to  Branford,  on  ac- 
count of  ill  health,  and  worked  on  a  farm.  After 
about  a  year  his  health  so  improved  that  he  was 
able  to  take  up  his  trade  again,  and  in  18S6  to  em- 
bark in  business  for  himself  as  a  painter  contractor. 
Here  he  has  accomplished  a  large  success,  and  in 
1890,  in  addition  to  his  painting  trade,  engaged  in 
paper  hanging  and  dealing  in  supplies.  To-day  Mr. 
Hamre  has  the  cream  of  the  trade  in  Branford,  and 
jn  the  surrounding  regions  as  well. 

Mr.  Hamre  was  married  Jan.  i.  1884,  to  Estella 
E..  a  daughter  of  John  B.  and  Aviary  Elizabeth 
(Richards)  Beach,  of  Branford.  and  by  her  has 
two  children :  Mary  Christianna  and  John  Raahr- 
lapper. Mrs.  Hamre's  paternal  grandfather,  Tim- 
othy Beach,  was  born  Jan.  22,  1796,  and  mar- 
ried Esther  Cook.  Timothv  Beach  was  the  son 
of  Andrew  Beach,  born  in  1769,  whose  wife 
was  Elizabeth  Bradley.  Andrew  Beach  was  a 
son  of  Ephr.iiiu.  i)orn  Jai'.  i :;.  i7-;2,  who  mar- 
ried Sarah  Stone,  of  (^iuiit'.jrd.  Eiihraim  Beach 
was    a    son    of    Andrew    Beach,  born     Nov.   14, 


1713,  the  pioneer  Beach  of  Branford.  His  wife 
was  Lucy  Tally  Smith,  of  Haddam.  He  was  a  son 
of  Ephraim  Beach,  who  was  born  in  1687,  a  grand- 
son of  Nathaniel  Beacli,  who  was  born  m  1662,  anrl 
a  great-grandson  of  John  Beach,  the  Pilgrim,  who 
was  in  New  England  as  early  as  1643. 

Mr.  Flamre  is  a  Lutheran  in  his  religious  views, 
the  church  of  his  ancestral  faith,  and  in  politics  he 
is  a  Republican.  He  is  a  member  of  Widows  Sons 
Lodge,  No.  66,  F.  &  A.  ]M.,  Woodlawn  Lodge,  No. 
39,  K.  of  P.,  and  Putnam  Lodge,  No.  31,  A.  O.  U. 
W.  He  is  foreman  of  the  Branford  Hook  &  Lad- 
der Co.,  No.  I,  and  is  a  popular  character  in  this 
city,  where  he  has  achieved  such  a  substantial  suc- 
cess in  life. 

ERVIS  ELGIN  WRIGHT,  a  well-known  paint 
manufacturer  and  prominent  business  man  of 
Waterbury,  is  a  native  of  this  State,  born  in  the 
town  of  West  Hartland,  Hartford  county,  Jan.  19, 
1851.  His  parents,  Henry  and  Rachel  E.  (French) 
Wright,  were  also  born  in  Hartland,  and  died  in 
Waterbury.  He  is  a  descendant  of  Abel  Wright, 
one  of  the  first  settlers  of  Springfield,  Alass.,  and 
a  large  land  owner  there. 

On  the  maternal  side  our  subject  is  descended 
from  an  old  Alassachusetts  family  of  English 
origin.  His  great-grandfather,  William  French, 
was  born  June  20,  1768,  in  Taunton,  Bristol  Co., 
Mass.,  and  there  grew  to  manhood.  On  July  18, 
1788,  at  Raynham,  Mass.,  he  was  married,  by  Jo- 
siah  Dean,  Esq.,  to  }ilary  (or  Rachel)  Hewitt,  who 
was  born  ^larch  27,  1769.  In  1790  he  removed  to 
Hartland,  Hartford  Co.,  Conn.,  and  took  up  his 
residence  in  the  western  part  of  the  town,  where 
he  purchased  120  acres  of  land  from  Samuel  Beach 
and  spent  the  remainder  of  his  life.  He  made  many 
nnprovements  upon  the  place,  and  successfully  en- 
gaged in  general  farming  and  stock  raising.  He 
was  a  stanch  Jeffersonian  Democrat  in  politics,  and 
an  active  worker  in  and  prominent  member  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  He  died  at  a  ripe 
old  age,  at  the  home  of  his  daughter,  Mrs.  Elijah 
Cannon,  and  was  buried  in  Pleasant  Valley  ceme- 
tery. In  his  family  were  twelve  children,  namely: 
Sally,  born  Nov.  8,  1789,  married  Lyman  Slaid ; 
Rachel,  born  Aug.  31,  1791,  married  Erastus  Egel- 
ston  ;  Hannah,  born  July  6,  1793,  married  Asher 
Tiff ney ;  Clarissa,  born  March  27,  1795,  married 
Joel  Slaid;  William  was  born  Feb.  27,  1797;  Rufus, 
born  March  20,  1799,  is  mentioned  below;  Julia, 
born  Nov.  29,  1800,  married  John  Waird ;  Lydia, 
born  May  25,  1803,  married  Anson  Tiffney ;  Lent 
was  born  Feb.  17,  1805;  Harriet,  born  March  25, 
1806,  married  Samuel  Banning;  a  daughter,  born 
Feb.  7,  1810,  died  in  infancy;  and  Lucia,  born  June 
24,   181 1,  married  Elijah  Cannon. 

Rufus  French,  the  grandfather  of  our  subject, 
was  born  on  a  farm  in  West  Hartland,  and  re- 
ceived a  lin;;ted  education  in  the  district  schools  of 
the  town,  being  almost  wholly  a  self-educated  man. 
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He  remained  with  hu  parents  until  reaching  nian- 
liood,  and  in  early  life  eng,?.g-ed  in  the  manufacture 
of  spinning-wheels,  one  of  which  is  now  in  the  pos- 
session of  our  subject.  Later  in  life  i\Ir.  French 
turned  his  attention  to  farming,  purchasing  a  tract 
of  100  acres  of  land  (^near  the  homestead),  which 
at  that  time  was  all  wild  and  unimproved.  He 
cleared  away  the  timber  and  broke  the  land,  erected 
good  buildings  thereon,  and  devoted  the  remainder 
of  his  life  to  general  farming  and  stock  raising. 
He  was  very  industrious  and  energetic,  and  became 
one  of  the  successful  men  of  Hartland.  In  1861  he 
removed  to  Akron,  Ohio,  where  he  engaged  in  agri- 
cultural pursuits  for  fifteen  years,  and  then  returned 
to  Connecticut,  spending  his  last  days  with  his 
daughter,  Airs.  Wright,  in  W'aterbury,  where  he 
died  in  1885,  at  a  ripe  old  age:  his  remains  were 
interred  in  Pleasant  \"alley  cemetery.  Originally 
he  was  a  Democrat  in  politics,  but  in  1856,  on  its 
organization  he  joined  the  Republican  party,  and  re- 
mained one  of  its  stanch  supporters  until  his  death. 
He  was  an  active  member  of  the  r^Iethodist  Episco- 
pal Church,  in  which  he  served  as  class-leader  and 
leader  of  the  choir.  On  Feb.  29,  1820,  he  married 
Clarissa  Tififney,  who  was  born  Feb.  11,  1799,  and 
they  became  the  parents  of  five  children :  \Vatson 
E.,  born  Dec.  7,  1821,  was  the  eldest;  Rachel  E., 
born  Dec.  i,  1S23,  was  the  mother  of  our  subject; 
Sarah,  born  Sept.  iS,  1830,  is  the  widow  of 
Eugene  Gugon ;  Carl  T.  was  born  Oct.  5,  1832 ; 
and  Orton,  born  Oct.  29,  1837,  is  a  resident  of  Hart- 
land. 

Henry  Wright,  father  of  our  subject,  was  born 
Aug.  14,  181 1,  in  Hartland,  Conn.,  and  died  Jan. 
30,  1892,  in  Waterbury.  He  was  engaged  in  lumber 
dealing  and  farming  for  over  fifty  years.  He  was 
married  April  iS,  1841,  to  Rachel  E.  French,  and 
to  them  were  born  five  children,  whose  names  and 
dates  of  birth  are  as  follows :  Lozien  F.,  Nov.  6, 
i842rElsen  E.,  March  26,  1848;  Ervis  Elgin,  Jan. 
19,  1851 ;  Embert  E.,  Xov.  16,  1853;  and  Eva  E. 
(widow  of  J.  I.  Byam),  Jan.  26,  1856. 

Ervis  E.  Wright  came  from  Hartland  to  Water- 
bury  in  1867,  at  the  age  of  sixteen  years,  and  en- 
tered the  employ  of  Lewis  Beardsley,  as  bookkeeper, 
remaining  with  him  until  1880.  He  then  started  in 
business  for  himself,  manufacturing  and  applying 
the  Ideal  Roof  Paint,  in  which  line  he  has  continued 
to  the  present  time,  giving  his  whole  time  and  at- 
tention strictlv  to  business.  Politically  he  is  a  Re- 
publican, but  he  never  sought  for  office. 

On  Nov.  26,  18S5,  Air.  Wright  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Aliss  Ella  Frances  Reed,  who  was 
born  Nov.  11,  1858.  They  have  one  son,  Franklin 
Ervis,  borh  Nov.  22,  1S86.  Mrs.  Wright  is  a  re- 
fined and  cultured  lady,  of  high  literary  attain- 
ments, and  possesses  exceptional  talent  as  an  artist. 
She  is  a  prominent  member  of  the  Woman's  Club 
of  Waterbun,-,  and  a!;-o  of  the  Daughters  of  the 
American  Revolution.  Air.  Wright  is  a  member  of 
the  Sons  of  the  American  Revolution,  through  his 


greatgrandfather,  Ephraim  Wright,  of  Hartk.nd. 
Air.  and  Airs.  Wright  have  one  of  the  most  beau- 
tiful liomes  in  Waterbury.  It  is  located  on  an  emi- 
nence commanding  an  entire  view  of  the  town,  and 
is  fitted  up  with  electric  lights  run  by  our  subject's 
own  plant.  He  is  a  man  of  progressive  ideas,  en- 
terprising, energetic,  industrious  and  far-sighted, 
and  to  these  characteristics  may  be  attributed  his 
excellent  success  in  life. 

Mrs.  Wrig-ht  also  belongs  to  an  old  New  Eng- 
land family.  John  Reed,  the  first  of  the  name  in 
Fairfield  county.  Conn.,  was  born  in  Cornwall, 
England,  in  1633,  and  was  a  stanch  supporter  of 
Oliver  Cromwell,'  serving  in  his  army  from  the  age 
of  sixteen  years  until  the  restoration  of  Charles  II 
to  the  throne  of  England.  The  followers  of  Crom- 
well, known  as  Roundheads,  then  fled  to  all  parts 
of  the  world.  John  Reed  came  to  America,  and 
first  settled  in  Providence,  R.  I.,  where  he  married 
a  Aliss  Derby.  In  1684  he  moved  to  Rye,  West- 
chester Co.,  N.  Y.,  where  he  remained  three  years, 
and  then  came  to  Norwalk,  Fairfield  Co.,  Conn., 
locating  on  the  Five  Alile  river,  at  a  place  called 
Reed's  farms,  where  he  spent  the  remainder  of  his 
life.  He  died  in  1730,  in  his  ninety-eighth  year, 
and  was  buried  on  his  farm.  He  was  a  man  of  high 
moral  character  and  unswerving  integrity,  and  his 
home  was  often  used  as  a  house  of  worship  before 
the  erection  of  a  church  in  his  community.  His 
children  were  John  ;  Thomas  ;  William  ;  Alary,  wife 
of  David  Tuttle;  and  Abigail. 

John  Reed,  Jr.,  son  of  John,  was  born  in  Nor- 
walk, where  he  spent  his  entire  life  engaged  as  a 
farmer.  He  married  a  Aliss  Tuttle,  and  they  had 
eight  children :  John,  Daniel,  Eleazer,  Samuel, 
William,  Alary,  Experience  and  Alehitable. 

Daniel  Reed,  son  of  John,  Jr.,  was  born  in  1697. 
He  erected  a  mansion  on  the  old  paternal  estate  in 
Norwalk,  where  he  always  made  his  home,  dying 
there  in  1775.  He  married  Elizabeth  Kellogg,  and 
they  had  ten  children :  Daniel,  Abraham,  Eliakim, 
James,  Benjamin,  Ezra,  Elijah  (who  settled  in 
Amenia,  N.  Y.),  Elizabeth,  Lydia  and  Joanna. 

James  Reed,  son  of  Daniel,  was  born  on  the  old 
homestead  in  Norwalk,  Alarch  27,  1736,  and  died 
July  20,  1814,  in  Amenia,  Dutchess  Co.,  N.  Y.,  of 
which  place  he  was  one  of  the  most  prominent  and 
distinguished  business  men,  engaged  in  farming, 
manufacturing  and  milling.  The  site  of  his  home 
is  now  occupied  by  the  residence  of  James  H.  Swift. 
In  1759  he  was  one  of  the  Connecticut  soldiers  who 
passed  through  Amenia  on  their  way  to  Canada  to 
aid  Gen.  Wolfe  in  the  conquest  of  Quebec.  Receiv- 
ing news  of  the  capture  of  the  city,  they  were  or- 
dered to  return.  Air.  Reed  was  so  pleased  with  the 
oblong  .valley  through  which  they  passed  on  their 
leisurely  return  that  he  induced  his  father  to  pur- 
chase some  of  the  land,  upon  which  he  located  and 
spent  the  remainder  of  his  life.  He  became  the 
owner  of  a  large  estate  in  Dutchess  county,  and 
was  e.xtensively    engaged    in    business  at  Amenia, 
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manufacturing  iron  and  steel,  and  conducting  a 
store  and  mill  at  that  place.  He  was  also  one  of 
the  first  to  establish  a  religious  society  there.  He 
served  as  captain  in  the  Revolutionary  war,  and 
was  one  of  the  most  influential  men  of  his  com- 
munity. On  April  17,  1760,  he  married  Joanna 
Castle,  who  was  born  in  1743,  a  daughter  of  Dan- 
iel Castle.  To  this  union  were  born  thirteen  chil- 
dren, whose  names  .ind  dates  of  birth  are  as  fol- 
lows: Daniel,  April  15,  1761  ;  Reuben,  Sept.  2, 
1763;  Elijah,  March  12,  1766;  Jesse.  July  16,  1768; 
Stephen,  Sept.  14,  1770;  Amos,  Dec.  28,  1772;  Gil- 
bert, Sept.  25,  1775  ;  Jacob  and  Joaiina.  twins,  Feb. 
15.  ^77S>  Betsey,  April  21,  1780:  Robert  and 
Rhoda,  twins,  Tune  2~,  1784;  and  Phila,  April  3, 
1787. 

Reuben  Reed,  son  of  Capt.  James,  died  in 
Amenia,  N.  Y.,  in  1846.  He  married  Hannah  Rose, 
who  was  born  in  1766,  and  died  in  1839,  and  they 
had  five  children :  Leonard,  Myron,  Jesse,  Lester 
and  Daniel. 

Myron  Reed,  son  of  Reuben,  and  the  grand- 
father of  Mrs.  Wright,  was  born  July  7,  1797,  and 
died  June  2,  1849.  On  Jan.  3,  1826.  he  married 
Belinda  Swift,  and  to  them  came  five  children: 
Maria,  born  Aug.  15,  1827,  married  John  Smith; 
Henry,  born  March  12,  1829,  died  in  California; 
James  was  born  March  19,  183 1  ;  Isaac,  born  Aug. 
27,  1833,  is  the  father  of  Mrs.  Wright;  and  Frances, 
born  May  11,  1840,  married  Dewitt  Crosby. 

Isaac  Reed  was  born  in  Amenia,  X.  Y.,  and 
married  Louise  Clark,  daughter  of  Richard  Clark 
(son  of  Daniel),  of  Sharon,  Conn.,  a  representative 
of  the  Clark  family  of  Milford,  this  State.  To  that 
union  were  born  two  daughters.  The  elder,  Cora 
Belle,  first  married  Franklin  Phillips,  of  White 
Plains,  N.  Y.,  and  for  her  second  husband  married 
Olin  Dibble,  of  Seymour.  Ella  Frances,  the 
younger  child,  is  the  wife  of  Mr.  \\'right,  whose 
name  introduces  this  sketch. 

CHAUNCEY  SEELEY,  who  was  long  at  the 
head  of  the  Seeley  &  Upham  Building  Co..  of  Wa- 
terbury,  was  born  in  1845,  iii  Southbury,  Xew  Ha- 
ven county.  His  father,  George  Seeley,  and  grand- 
father, Elijah  Seeley,  were  born  in  Wilton,  Fairfield 
county.  Elijah  Seeley  was  a  farmer  by  calling,  and 
passed  his  life  in  Wilton.  He  was  a  patriot  of  the 
war  of  1812. 

George  Seeley  was  a  shoemaker  in  early  life, 
but  later  became  a  farmer.  He  married,  in  Xew 
Milford,  Conn.,  Phebe  Ann  Buckingham,  a  native 
of  that  town,  and  their  children  were  ten  in  num- 
ber, viz. :  Sarah  Ann  is  deceased ;  Levina  is  the 
wife  of  John  Squires,  of  SouthDury.  Conn.;  Eliza- 
beth married  George  Robertson,  a- merchant  of  Xew 
Milford;  Harriet  is  the  widow  of  William  Oliver, 
of  Bethel,  Conn.;  Chauncey  is  the  subject  of  this 
sketch;  John  is  a  resident  of  Watcrbiiry  ;  Charles 
is  deceased;  Henriette  is  now  ^Irs.  William  Wor- 
rington,  of  Watertown,  Conn.;  Miss  Gcorgiana  is 


a   resident  of   X'ew   Haven;   I'ranL   is   a   farmer   in 
Southbury.     Both  parents  arc  deceased. 

Chauncey  Seeley  grew  to  young  manhood  on 
his  father's  farm,  and  until  seventeen  years  of  age 
attended  the  district  school  and  the  high  school  at 
South  Britain.  The  Civil  war,  having  broken  out, 
he  made  affidavit  that  he  was  eighteen  years  of  age, 
and  thus  succeeded  in  enlisting,  Sept.  11,  1862,  at 
Woodbury,  in  Company  I,  19th  Conn.  V.  I.  He 
served  until  mustered  out,  at  Fort  Ethan  Allen,  \'a., 
July  7,  1865,  and  during  this  period  participated  in 
all  the  battles,  skirmishes,  sieges,  engagements  and 
marches  in  which  the  regiment  took  part. 

x\t  the  termination  of  the  war  Mr.   Seeley   re- 
turned to  Southbury,    where    he    learned  the  car- 
I  penter's   trade,   and    remained   until    the    spring   of 
1869,  at  which  time  he  came  to  Waterbury.     Here 
j  he   followed  his   trade  as   a  journeyman  until   the 
I  spring  of  1888,  when  he  engaged  in  contracting  and 
!  building  on  his  own  account  for  about  five  years, 
j  after  %vhich  he  formed  a  co-partnership  with  George 
A.  Upham,  under  the  style  of  Seeley  &  Upham. 
:  This  firm  had  an  existence  of  about  five  years,  at 
I  the  end  of  which  period  was  formed  a  corporation 
!  known  as  the  Seeley  &  Upham  Building  Co.,  which 
conducted  a  lumberyard,  steam  planingmill,  etc.,  and 
.  did  a  very  extensive  business  in  the  building  line. 
I  E^rly  in  1902  Mr.  Seeley  sold  his  interest  and  with- 
j  drew  from  the  presidency. 

I  Mr.  Seeley  was  married,  in  1872,  to  ^^liss  Sa- 
mantha  A.  Nash,  who  died  without  issue  May  15, 
1875.  In  May,  1879,  he  married  Sarah  S.  Osborn, 
daughter  of  Xoah  Osborn,  of  Seymour,  Conn.,  and 
!  this  union  has  been  graced  with  three  children, 
Arthur  O.,  Wilbur  C.  and  Raymond  C.  Our  sub-. 
'  ject  and  his  family  attend  the  First  Congregational 
Church  and  their  social  relations  are  with  the  most 
refined  residents  of  Waterburv. 

In  politics  ]\Ir.   Seeley  is  a  stanch  Republican. 
He  has  been  elected    to    the    city    council   several 
times,  and  in  that  body  served  on  the  Law  com- 
'  mittee  and  the  committee  on  Lamps  and  Gas.     He 
;  is  a  prominent  member  of  the  American  Mechanics, 
!  with  whom  he  has  been  identified  since  1875-,  ''"'^ 
i  in  which  body  he  is  an  ardent  worker.    He  has  also 
been  a  member  of  the  G.  A.  R.  about  twenty  years, 
■  and  is  now  commander  of  Wadhams  Post,  Xo.  49. 
I  Mr.  Seeley  fraternizes  with  several  other  societies, 
j  in  which  he  holds  offices  exalted  and  responsible, 
i   such  as  treasurer,   etc.     .\s  a  business   man  he   is 
classed   with   the   most   progressive   and   enterpris- 
I  ing  in  the  city.     His  integrity  has  never  been  im- 
peached,   and    his   transactions    have    always    been 
i  characterized  by  perfect  candor  and  openness. 

j  REDFIELD  B.  WEST,  M.  D.,  of  Guilford,  is 
a  native  of  that  town,  born  Oct.  28,  1857,  the  only 
son  of  Benjamin  C.  and  Cornelia  E.  West,  the 
former  of  whom  is  a  native  of  northern  Xew  York 
State,  but  f'jr  many  year?  has  resided  in  Guilford, 
Connecticut. 
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The  Doctor's  ancestor'  on  the  maternal  side 
were  old  residents  of  Liuilford.  and  can  be  traced 
as  far  back  as  his  great-grandfather,  Russell  Fris- 
Lie,  who  was  born  near  Uranford,  Conn.,  and  mar- 
ried Eunice  Redtield,  of  Guilford.  For  many  years 
he  resided  in  Georgetown,  S.  C,  where  he  was  a 
.^.uccessful  merchant  until  the  declining  years  of  his 
life,  which  were  passed  at  his  home  on  F'air  street, 
Guilford.  His  family  consisted  of  one  son,  John, 
and  five  daughters.  Julia,  Sarah.  Amanda.  Mary 
Ann  and  Eunice.  The  last  named  died  in  infancy. 
Sarali  married  George  C.  Bradley,  of  Guilford,  and 
their  children  were :  Richard,  who  died  when  quite 
3'oung;  and  Cornelia  Elizabeth,  who  married  Benja- 
min C.  West. 

Dr.  West  received  his  degree  of  Doctor  of 
Medicine  from  the  University  oi  the  City  of  Xew 
York,  in  February,  1879,  after  a  thorough  course  of 
study  at  that  institution.  He  then  for  several  years 
practiced  medicine  at  Xo.  7  Abingdon  square,  Xew 
York  City;  later  at  Xo.  222  Shawmut  avenue,  Bos- 
ton, Mass. ;  and  still  later  at  Xo.  163  York  street, 
A'ew  Haven,  Conn.,  from  there  removing,  in  1892, 
to  his  native  town,  Guilford,  where  he  has  since 
<pntinued  in  the  practice  of  medicine.  In  1894  Dr. 
West  was  appointed,  by  Gov.  Morris,  State  chem- 
ist; reappointed  by  Gov.  CofHn  in  1896;  again  by 
■Gov.  Cooke,  in  1898:  and  by  Gov.  Lounsbury,  in 
1900.  In  1897  he  was  appointed  town  health  officer 
for  Guilford,  and  also  medical  examiner  same  year. 
He  has  been  successful  in  chemical  researches,  hav- 
ing in  1899  and  1900  been  granted  letters  patent 
for  improvements  in  photographic. printing. 

While  a  resident  of  Boston,  Mass.,  Dr.  Redfield 
B.  West  was  united  in  marriage  with  Edith  May 
<jOudey,  of  that  city,  daughter  of  Henry  T.  and 
Lois  A.  Goudey. 

GEORGE  ROBBIXS,  a  gallant  ex-soldier  of 
the  Civil  war  and  at  present  a  well-known  real- 
estate  and  fire  insurance  agent  in  Waterbviry,  was 
Taorn  Sept.  12,  1844,  in  the  village  of  Plainville. 
town  of  Farmington,  Hartford  Co..  Conn.  Jehiel 
Robbins,  his  father,  was  born  in  Rocky  Hill,  same 
county,  and  was  baptized  Aug.  i,  1793.  Zebulon 
Robbins,  father  of  Jehiel,  was  born  in  the  same 
place  Oct.  14,  1744,  and  was  a  son  of  Zebulon,  who 
was  also  a  native-  of  Connecticut. 

The  name  Robbins  was  originally — that  is,  prior 
to  1600 — spelled  Ro-Bynes,  then  was  changed  to 
Robins,  and  finally  to  its  present  form,  Robbins. 
The  progenitor  of  the  family  in  America  was  John 
Robbins,  who  came  from  England  and  settled  in  the 
Connecticut  valley  about  1638.  He  married  Mary 
Wells,  a  daughter  of  Thomas  Wells,  governor  of 
the  Colonv,  and  from  him  the  present  Robbins  fam- 
ily are  lineall}-  descentled. 

Zebulon  Robbins.  grandfatlier  of  the  subject. of 
this  sketch,  was  a  fanner.  He  married  Hannah 
Holmes,  settleil  on  a  farm  at  Rucky  Hill,  and  there 
reared  two  children,  Roderick  anil  Jehiel.     Roder- 


ick became  a  pliysieian.  and  practiced  in  Rocky  Hill, 
Glastonbury  and  Waterbury. 

Jehiel  Robbins,  father  of  our  subject,  was 
reared  on  the  home  farm  in  Rocky  Hill.  In  early 
manhood  he  was  a  school  teacher,  and  then  took  up 
farming  permanently,  in  1842  removing  to  Plain- 
ville. where  he  died  in  1873.  He  married  Mrs. 
Dorothy  (Edgecomb)  Tucker,  a  widow,  who  was 
born  in  South  Glastonbury,  daughter  of  Joshua  and 
Lydia  (Hough)  Williams,  natives  of  the  same 
place.  Joshua  Williams  was  a  ship  carpenter.  His 
father,  Joshua  Williams,  was  born  July  18,  1749, 
enlisted  in  the  patriot  army  ]May  8,  1775,  and  re- 
enlisted,  becoming  corporal,  in  1777.  He  was  at 
Danbury,  Conn.,  was  under  Gen.  Israel  Putnam  up 
the  Hudson  river,  served  also  in  Xew  Jersey,  and 
was  promoted  to  sergeant  in  1780.  Robert  Will- 
iams, the  founder  of  this  family  in  America,  was 
born  in  England  in  1593,  and  came  from  Yarmouth 
to  Roxbury,  Mass.,  in  1635.  He  was  a  member  of 
the  Ancient  &  Honorable  Artillery  of  England, 
and  was  also  a  member  in  America.  The  family 
drifted  into  Connecticut,  where  its  members  became' 
quite  prominent  in  social  and  religious  affairs.  The 
founder  of  Williams  College,  in  Massachusetts, 
was  a  descendant  of  Robert  Williams,  as  was  also 
William  Williams,  a  signer  of  the  Declaration  of 
Independence,  and  Gen.  Warren,  of  Bunker  Hill 
fame ;  many  others  took  part  in  the  war  of  the 
Revolution ;  many  also  were  prominent  in  the 
church,  as  bishop,  preachers,  etc. 

After  their  marriage  Jehiel  Robbins  and  his 
wife  settled  on  a  farm  in  Plainville,  Conn.,  where 
were  born  their  two  children,  Lewis  W.  and 
George,  the  latter  the  subject  of  this  sketch.  The 
former  is  a  plumber  in  Marshalltown,  Iowa.  The 
father  was  a  Republican  in  [xjlitics.  but  never  an 
office  seeker.  He  was  deacon  in  the  Congregational 
Church,  in  the  faith  of  which  he  and  his  wife  passed 
away. 

George  Robbins,  the  subject  proper  of  this 
sketch,  passed  his  youthful  days  on  his  father's 
farm,  and  attended  the  district  school  until  sixteen 
years  of  age,  when  he  went  to  Hartford  to  learn 
the  machinist's  trade.  However,  about  this  time 
the  Civil  war  broke  out,  and  Mr.  Robbins  joined 
the  gallant  boys  in  blue,  enlisting  Aug.  11,  1862,  in 
Company  K,  i6th  Conn.  \'.  I.,  and  serving  until 
mustered  out,  June  i,  1865.  He  took  part  in  many 
severely  fought  battles  during  his  term  of  service, 
including  those  of  Antietam,  Fredericksburg,  twi> 
engagements  (including  siege)  at  Suffolk,  Va.,  and 
several  others  of  lesser  note.  At  the  siege  of  Ply- 
mouth, X.  C,  he  was  taken  prisoner,  and  was  con- 
lined  in  the  prisons  at  Andersonville,  Ga.,  and  Flor- 
ence. S.  C.  about  ten  months. 

After  the  close  of  tlie  war  Mr.  Robbins  took  a 
cotirse  in  Bryant  &  Stratton's  Business  College, 
at  Hartford.  Later  he  clerked  two  years  in  a  hotel 
in  Xew  York  City,  and  then  became  bookkeeper  for 
the   Plainville    Manufacturing  Co.,   with   which   he 
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remained  several  years :  for  tlie  next  three  years  lie 
was  assistant  superintendent  for  the  Bristol  Manu- 
facturing Co.,  and  then  changed  to  Waterville, 
where  he  was  superintendent  for  the  Welch  Hosiery 
Co.  for  a  considerable  length  of  time.  In  1879  Mr. 
Robbins  came  to  Waterbury,  and  for  four  years  was 
in  the  employ  of  the  Waterbury  Clock  Co.  He  then 
engaged  in  the  crockery  and  glassware  trade  about 
ten  years,  and  in  1893  embarked  in  his  present 
business,  real  estate  and  fire  insurance,  in  which  he  . 
has  met  with  unqualified  success. 

Mr.  Robbins  was  united  in  marriage,  Xov.  10, 
1869,  with  Miss  Lucy  J.  Botsford,  of  Plainville,  a 
daughter  of  Orrin  L.  and  Fannie  L.  Botsford. 
This  marriage  has  been  graced  with  two  children: 
Catherine,  now  a  teacher  in  Xew  Britain ;  and  Ar- 
thur W.,  in  the  employ  of  the  Connecticut  Light  & 
Power  Co.,  of  Waterbury. 

Mr.  Robbins  is  in  politics  a  Republican.  Fra- 
ternally he  is  a  Freemason  and  a  member  of  the 
Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  in  which  latter  he 
has  served  as  commanaer  of  his  post  two  years. 
Socially  he  and  his  family  mingle  with  the  best 
circles,  and  as  a  business  man  his  name  stands 
■  without  reproach. 

DANIEL  W.  BURKE  was  born  June  12,  1857, 
in  New  Haven,  son  of  Daniel  Burke,  who  was  born 
iri  Providence,  R.  L,  and  died  in  Xew  Haven,  where 
he  was  engaged  in  the  teaming  business.  Daniel 
Burke  married  Catherine  Hayes,  who  was  born  in 
New  Haven,  daughter  of  Richard  Hayes,  and  they 
had  three  children :  Anna,  who  married  C.  B. 
Squires,  a  clerk  in  the  railway  mail  service ;  Mar- 
garet, who  married  Willis  E.  Piatt,  of  South  Brit- 
ain, now  engaged  in  farming:  and  Daniel  W. 

Daniel  \V.  Burke  was  reared  in  Xew  Haven, 
and  attended  school  there  until  he  was  fourteen, 
when  he  went  to  Southbury  to  spend  the  ensuing 
three  years  on  a  farm,  and  also  attended  a  select 
school.  While  still  in  his  teens  he  entered  the  em- 
ploy of  Bradley,  Hoyt  &  Co.,  in  the  woolen  mill,  and 
remained  with  them  five  years,  at  the  end  of  which 
time  he  bought  out  a  general  store  m  company  with 
W.  H.  Summers,  under  the  firm  name  of  Summers 
&  Burke.  L'nder  the  administration  of  President 
Garfield  Mr.  Summers  was  made  postmaster,  and 
Mr.  Burke  his  assistant.  At  the  expiration  of  the 
term  Mr.  Burke  sold  out  to  Mr.  Summers  and  re- 
moved to  Wallingford,  taking  a  position  as  ship- 
ping clerk  with  the  Maltby,  Stevens  &  Curtiss  Co., 
with  whom  he  remained  three  years.  At  the  ex- 
piration of  this  period  he  was  made  assistant  super- 
intendent for  G.  ^L  Hallenbeck,  in  his  German 
silver  flatware  factory,  and  for  ten  years  remained 
with  that  gentleman,  only  giving  up  his  connection 
with  the  business  when  it  was  absorbed  by  the 
"combine."  In  January,  1900,  he  was  made  super- 
intendent of  the  borough  water  works,  a  position 
with  a  three-years'  tenure  of  ofiice. 

Mr.  Burke  belongs  to  Ivy  Lodge,  K.  P.,  and  is 


a  member  of  many  Masonic  bodies,  including  Com- 
pass Lodge,  Keystone  Chapter,  Hamilton  Council, 
St.  Elmo  Commanderv',  Scottish  Rite  Consistory, 
and  the  32d  degree.  He  is  also  a  member  of  Court 
Wallace,  Foresters.  Politically  Air.  Burke  is  a 
Republican,  and  has  served  as  a  member  of  the 
town  committee. 

Daniel  W.  Burke  was  married,  Oct.  21,  1885, 
to  Miss  Harriet  Lord  Bryant,  a  daughter  of  Sidney 
Bryant,  and  a  sister  of  Judge  Samuel  J.  Bryant,  of 
Orange.  This  union  has  been  blessed  with  three 
children:  Bryant  L.,  born  Xov.  25,  1887;  Edmund 
S.,  born  Julv  28,  1893;  and  Catherine,  born  Dec. 
29,  1898. 

ALFRED  JOPIX  SHIPLEY  is  a  native  of 
Waterbury,  born  Jan.  i,  1840,  and  has  spent  the 
greater  part  of  his  active  life  in  that  city,  where  he 
has  attained  a  high  standing  by  industry,  hard 
work  and  the  faithful  performance  of  all  the  duties 
that  come  to  him.  '  There  is  a  certain  heredity  of 
mechanical  genius  that  has  descended  to  him,  but 
his  industry  and  reliability  have  made  him  what 
he  is. 

Joseph  Shipley,  the  father  of  Alfred  J.,  was 
born  in  Birmingham,  England,  May  7,  1814,  and 
died  in  Waterbury,  Conn.,  Aug.  12,  1866.  Ralph 
Shipley,  the  grandfather  of  our  subject,  was  also 
Ijorn  in  Birmingham,  Xov.  15,  1788,  and  died 
]\Iarch  22,  1835,  in  Paterson,  X.  J.,  where  he  was 
engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  small  tools  and  ma- 
chinery. He  married  Mary  Rollinson,  who  was 
born  in  Birmingham,  England,  and  they  had  only 
one  child,  Joseph,  already  mentioned  as  the  father 
of  Alfred  J.  Ralph  Shipley  married  for  his  second 
wife  Hannah  Saunders,  who  was  born  March  19. 
1795,  and  by  her  had  eight  children:  Sarah,  Mary, 
Hannah,  Amos,  Percilla,  Martha,  Naomi  and 
Ruth.  Amos  was  a  silver-plater  in  Xewark,  N.  J. 
— where   his    sisters   married    and   settled. 

After  the  death  of  his  father  Jospeh  Shipley  re- 
moved to  Waterbury,  where,  with  the  exception  of 
a  few  }-ears — between  1850  and  1857,  when  he  was 
engaged  in  the  machine  business  in  Xewark,  X.  J., 
hespent  his  active  life.  He  became  interested  in 
the  invention  and  building  of  machinery  for  mak- 
mg  pins,  hooks  and  eyes  and  other  brass  goods  for 
which  Waterbury  has  been  famous,  and  at  the  time 
of  his  death  he  was  engaged  in  building  machinery 
for  the  Scovil!  Manufacturing  Co.  Personally  he 
was  of  a  retiring  and  diffident  nature,  but  firm  in 
his  convictions  of  right  and  justice.  He  was  a 
strong  supporter  of  Republican  institutions,  and 
early  placed  himself  on  record  as  opposed  to  human 
slavery.  On  March  11,  1839,  Air.  Shipley  was 
married,  in  Waterburv,  to  Sarah  James,  who  was 
born  Feb.  17.  1808,  and  died  Aug.  8,  1SS2.  Her 
first  husband,  William  Stanley,  a  native  of  Birming- 
ham, England,  was  brought  to  this  country  as  a 
skilled  brass  worker.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Stanley 
were   born   three   children,    Ann    M.,    William   and 
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James,  descendants  of  \vh->in  are  now  living;  in 
VVaterbury.  To  Mr.  qnd  Mrs.  Shipley  were  born 
two  children:  Alfred  John,  whose  name  introduces 
these  lines;  and  Ralpii  J.,  a  resident  of  Milford, 
this  State,  who  is  well  known  as  a  skulfiil  mechanic. 

Alfred  J.  Shipley  spent  his  boyhood  days  in 
Waterbury  until  he  was  nearly  ten  years  of  age, 
when  his  parents  inoved  to  Newark,  X.  J.,  where 
they  remained  nearly  seven  vears.  There  he  con- 
tinued to  attend  the  public  sciiools,  havina;  already 
begun  his  schooling-  in  Waterbury.  The  family  re- 
turned to  Waterbury  in  1857.  Alfred  served  an 
apprenticeship  at  the  machinist's  bench  under  his 
father's  supervision,  and  when  he  had  mastered  the 
trade  went  to  work  for  Henry  A.  Matthews  &  Co., 
continuing  with  that  firm  until  1862,  in  which  year 
he  entered  the  employ  of  the  Scovill  Manufacturing 
Co.  He  has  now  been  with  them  nearly  forty 
years,  for  years  holding  the  position  of  master  me- 
chanic in  the  button  department. 

Mr.  Shipley  and  ^liss  Ann  J.  Robinson  were 
married  Aug.  20,  1862.  Mrs.  Shipley  was  born 
in  Waterbury,  daughter  of  Edward  and  Maria 
(Baxter)  Robinson,  both  natives  of  Birmingham, 
England.  Her  parents  were  rfiarried  in  England, 
and  shortly  afterward  came  to  this  country,  lo- 
cating first  at  Middletown,  and  very  soon  removing 
to  Waterbun-  Here  they  lived  and  died,  her  fa- 
ther's death  occurring  Jan.  12,  1881,  and  her 
mother's  May  12,  n%7.  They  were  the  parents  of 
ten  children,  of  whom  si.x  survived  to  reach  ma- 
turity, Edward  A.,  Horace  E.,  Ann  J.,  Rose  A., 
George  L.  and  Fannie  E.  Edward  A.  married 
Harriet  A.  Waters,  and  is  now  deceased :  Horace 
B.  is  a  retired  mechanic  in  Waterbury ;  Ann  J.  is 
the  wife  of  our  subject:  Rose  A.  married  Harry  L. 
Lott,  of  \vaterbury,  anil  is  the  mother  of  three  chil- 
dren, Willie,  Lena  and  Etta.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ship- 
ley have  no  children.  In  political  sentiment  Mr. 
Shipley  was  originally  a  Whig,  and  is  now  a  Re- 
publican. He  is  a  public-spirited  man,  and  takes 
much  interest  in  all  movements  looking  to  the  gen- 
eral good.  For  a  number  of  years  he  served  as  an 
alderman  in  the  city  council  from  the  First  ward 
of  W^aterbury,  and  for  two  years  was  a  member  of 
the  board  of  education. 

Mr.  Shipley  is  deeply  interested  in  the  mystic 
work  of  the  Masonic  fraternity,  and  is  among  the 
most  conspicuous  Masons  in  the  State.  In  1864 
he  united  with  Harmony  Lodge.  No.  42,  F.  &  A. 
M.,  at  Waterbury,  and  since  that  time  has  jour- 
neyed far  into  the  mysterious  country.  He  has 
been  master  of  Harmony  Lodge,  No.  42.  F.  &  A. 
J\L,  and  high  priest  of  Eureka  Chapter,  No.  22, 
R.  A.  ^L.  of  Waterbury.  He  belongs  to  Water- 
bury Council.  No.  21.  R.  &  S.  M.,  at  Waterbury;  is 
past  commander  of  Clark  Commandery.  No.  7,  K. 
T.,  at  Waterbury ;  a  charter  member  of  Doric  Lodge 
of  Perfection,  fourteenth  degree,  at  Waterbun,-; 
member  of  Lniic  Council.  Princes  of  Jerusalem,  six- 
teenth degree; Waterbury  ;M.  W.  and  P.  M.  of  Cor- 


inthian Chapter.  Rose  Croix,  eighteenth  degree,  at 
VVaterbury ;  member  oi  LaFayette  Consistory,  S.  P. 
R.  S..  thirty-f.econd  degree,  Bridgeport;  Pvraniid 
Temple,  A.  A.  O.  N.  M'.  S.,  Bridgeport;  and  P.  P. 
Naomi  Chapter,  No.  23,  O.  E.  S.,  Waterbury.  He 
was  the  first  president  of  the  Masonic  Club  of' Wat- 
erbury. ;Mrs.  Shipley  is  also  much  interested  in  so- 
ciety work,  and  is  now  past  matron  of  Naomi 
Lodge,  No.  23,  O.  E.  S.,  and  past  R.  AI.  of  Ever- 
green Court.  No.  2,  C.  of  A.  She  belongs  to  the 
King's  Daughters,  and  is,  with  her  husband,  a  mem- 
ber of  the  First  Baptist  Church,  of  which  he  has 
been  a  deacon  since  1871.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
board  of  trustees  of  the  Baptist  State  Convention, 
and  was  vice-president  of  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  for  vears. 

G.  FRED  BARNES,  foreman  of  the  flask  de- 
partment in  the  Waterbury  Brass  Co.'s  factorv. 
Waterbury,  is  a  native  of  the  State  of  New  York, 
born  in  Harpursville.  Broome  countv. 

German  Barnes,  his  grandfather,  was  born  in 
Plymouth  Hollow  (now  Thomaston),  Litchfield 
Co.,  Conn.,  and  lived  there  until  he  was  twenty- 
one  years  old,  when  he  married  Roxv  Painter. 
They  then  moved  to  Harpursville,  Broome  Co.,  N. 
Y.,  making  the  journey  with  an  ox-team  and  sled. 
There  he  purchased  a  large  tract  of  land,  engaging 
extensively  in  the  lumber  business,  and  later  in 
farming  and  cattle  raising.  He  and  his  wife  reared 
a  family  of  four  children:  George  B.,  a  sketch  of 
whom  follows :  Laverett.  who  was  a  merchant  in 
Harpursville,  N.  Y.,  but  died  in  Washington,  D. 
C,  where  he  had  a  married  daughter  living:  Har- 
per, who  farmed  the  old  homestead,  and  died  there ; 
and  Burton,  a  carpenter  and  joiner  in  Harpursville, 
New  York. 

George  B.  Barnes,  father  of  G.  Fred,  was  born 
in  Harpursville,  N.  Y.,  and  passed  his  entire  life 
in  that  locality,  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits. 
He  married  lantha  Perry,  who  was  also  born  in 
Harpursville,  a  daughter  of  Samuel  Perry,  who  was 
a  farmer  by  occupation,  and  had  served  as  a  soldier 
in  the  war  of  1812.  Three  children  were  born  to 
this  union :  G.  Fred  is  our  subject ;  Levi  H.  lives 
in  Peekskill,  N.  Y.,  where  he  is  in  the  employ  of 
the  New  York  Central  Railway  Co. ;  Sarah  A.  is 
the  wife  of  S.  F.  Main,  of  Thomaston,  Conn.  The 
father  of  this  family  died  Jan.  2,  1877.  the  mother 
Nov.  19.  1872.  Mr.  Barnes  was  a  Democrat  in 
politics.    He  served  as  a  captain  in  the  State  militia. 

G.  Fred  Barnes,  our  subject  proper,  attended 
the  district  schools  near  Harpursville,  and  was 
reared  on  the  home  farm.  At  the  age  of  fourteen 
he  entered  the  employ  of  Howard  D.  ?iIontgomery. 
driving  stage  until  he  was  twenty-one  years  oM, 
at  which  time  he  returned  to  the  farm,  and  there 
remained  until  the  death  of  his  father.  After  that 
event  he  went  to  Milford,  Conn.,  and  entered  the 
employ  of  George  B.  Grinnell,  working  on  bis 
large  estate,  and  continuing  there  siinie  three  nr 
four  years.     On  Oct.  9,   1880,  he  came  to  \\atiT- 
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bury,  and  to  ^k  a  positio;'  with  \'\^  Plume  &  Atwond 
Mfg.  Co.,  with  wliich  tirm  he  continued  until  the 
followins;-  Februar\  ;  then  was  in  the  employ  of  the 
Steele  &  Johnson  Co.  two  \  ears ;  after  which  he 
was  with  the  Scovill  Mfg.  Co.  seven  years;  with 
the  American  Ring  Co.  two  vears ;  and  at  the  end 
of  that  time  went  to  the  W'aterbury  Brass  Co.,  as 
foreman  of  their  flask  department,  and  has  been 
with   that  firm  twelve   vears. 

On  Oct.  9,  1880.  Mr.  Barnes  was  married  to 
Miss  Jennie  E.  Carter,  dau;:jhter  of  Dan  S.  Carter. 
of  Thomaston ;  no  children  have  beeti  born  to  this 
union.  Mr.  and  }ilrs.  Barnes  are  members  of  St. 
John's  Episcopal  Church.  They  reside  in  their 
elegant  residence  on  the  corner  of  Roseland  avenue 
and  ColuiTibia  boulevard,  built  in  iSgg  by  our  sub- 
ject. Socially  Mr.  Barnes  is  a  member  of  Xosahog- 
.  an  Lodge,  Xo.  21,  I.  O.  O.  P..  and  of  Ansantawae 
Encampment.  Xo.  20,  and  has  passed  all  the  chairs ; 
he  was  grand  patriarch  of  the  State  of  Connecticut 
for  the  term  of  1889-90.  and  he  was  junior  grand 
representative  of  the  Grand  Encampment  of  the 
Sovereign  Grand  Encampment  that  met  in  Rich- 
mond, \'a.,  in  September,  1900.  He  is  affiliated 
with  Speedwell  Lodge,  Xo.  10,  K.  of  P.,  and  Tun.xis 
\  Tribe,  Improved  Order  of  Red  Men.  In  politics 
Mr.  Barnes  is  a  Republican!  He  is  held  in  the 
highest  esteem  in  the  community  in  which  he  lives, 
being  among  the  most  popular  of  W'aterbury "s 
citizens. 

THEODORE  ELLIOTT  BEACH,  a  success- 
ful agriculturist  of  the  town  of  Milford,  was  born 
Feb.  24,  1841,  at  his  present  homestead  in  Wood- 
mont.  His  ancestors  were  early  settlers  in  the  town 
of  Orange,  this  county,  and  he  traces  his  ancestry 
back  to  Thomas  Beach,  from  whom  he  is  descended 
through  John,  Tliomas  (2)  (  w-ho  married  Hannah 
Atwater),  Landa  (who  married  Abigail  Ann  Bald- 
win), Samuel  and  John.  Our  subject's  grandfa- 
ther, Samuel  Beach,  was  born  in  Orange,  and  fol- 
lowed farming  as  an  occupation.  He  married  Bet- 
sey Ward,  by  whom  he  had  two  children:  John, 
■  our  subject's  father;  and  Betsey  (deceased),  who 
married  Lanson  Piatt,  a  farmer  in  Milford. 

John  Beach  was  bom  and  reared  in  Orange,  but 
settled  at  the  present  homestead  after  his  marriage. 
He  married  Frances  Fenn,  also  a  native  of  Orange, 
daughter  of  John  Fenn,  a  farmer  of  that  town. 
Our  subject  was  one  of  a  family  of  eight  children, 
as  follows;  Mary  (deceased)  married  Horace 
Burwell,  a  carpenter  of  Milford;  John  F.  was  a 
carriagemaker  in  Milford,  and  died  in  California; 
Elliott,  a  carriagemaker,  died  in  X'ew  Orleans ; 
Susan  (deceased)  married  Hiram  Smith,  a  car- 
penter of  Orange,  and  later  a  policeman  in  X'ew 
Haven ;  Abigail  died  agerl  si.xteen  ;  Dennis,  a  ma- 
chinist and  engineer,  died  in  Xew  Haven  ;  Elmina 
is  the  widow  of  John  H.  Knapp.  a  machinist  and  en- 
gineer, and  lives  in  Xew  Haven;  Theodrire  Elliott 
was  the  youngest.     The  father  died  June  21,  1S60, 


ami  the  mother  did  not  lor.g  survive,  passing  away 
Feb.  10,  1861. 

Theodore   Elliott   Beach   has  always   resided  at 
his  present  homestead,  and  since  taking  charge  of 
the  place  has   made  a   specialty  of   seed  growing. 
The  place  contains  fifty  acres,  with  new  buildings 
and  modern  improvements,  and  his  new  residence 
is   one   of  the  best   in   the  vicinity  of   Woodmont. 
In  politics  he  is  a  Republican,  and  he  and  his  fam- 
ily are  much  esteemed  socially.     On  May  i,  1861, 
Mr.  Beach  married  Miss  Emily  P.  Fenn.  and  five 
i   children  have  blessed  the  union.    Elliott  Fenn,  born 
i  Jan.    3,    1863,    a   machinist   and   railroad    engineer, 
I  married  Miss  Fannie  Alice  Gardner,  and  resides  in 
!   Xew  Haven  ;  Frank  J.,  born  Aug.  i,  1865,  a  farmer 
I   on  the  homestead  with  our  subject,  married   Miss 
j   Eda   Maud  Rhodes;   Fannie   Elizabeth,  born    May 
j  4,    18G6,   and   Ida  Louise,   born    Feb.   2,    1868,   are 
i    both    teaching    school ;    and    Harry    Xorton,    born 
i  Dec.  9.   1875,  is  a  typewriter  and  stenographer  in 
!   X'ew  York. 

The  Fexx  F.\mily  is  well  known  in  this  county, 
I  and  Mrs.  Beach  was  born  in  Orange,  daughter  of 
I  Eliakim  T.  Fenn,  of  Orange,  and  granddaughter 
of  Col.  William  Fenn.  Her  mother  whose  maiden 
name  was  Elizabeth  Ann  Piatt,  was  born  in  Mil- 
ford, daughter  of  Capt.  Joseph  Piatt.  Eliakim  T. 
Fenn  and  his  wife  had  ten  children,  as  follows : 
Richard  Treat,  deceased;  Richard,  deceased;  Sarah 
Edwards,  deceased ;  Frances  Ann ;  Mary  Elizabeth, 
deceased ;  Elizabeth  Gertrude ;  William  Stone ; 
Emily  Piatt ;  Mary,  deceased ;  and  Heman  White, 
deceased, 

MRS.  FRAX'K  E.  STEELE,  a  highly-esteemed 
resident  of  Ansonia,  is  a  member  of  a  prominent 
pioneer  family  of  that  town,  and  occupies  a  house 
which  was  built  by  her  tnaternal  grandfather,  Willis 
Hotchkiss,  over  forty  years  ago.  It  is  located  at 
the  corner  of  State  and  L'nion  streets,  being  one 
of  three  houses  erected  by  Mr.  Hotchkiss  in  that 
block,  and  is  a  substantial  structure,  suggesting 
durability.  i\Irs.  Steele,  who  was  reared  in  An- 
sonia, is  the  widow  of  the  late  Frank  E.  Steele,  a 
well-known  citizen,  and  resides  with  their  only  son, 
Frank  Willis  Steele. 

Frank  E.  Steele  was  born  Aug.  20,  1848,  in 
Seymour,  this  county,  son  of  John  B.  and  Emeline 
(  Stuart)  Steele,  both  of  whom  are  now  deceased. 
Fie  was  the  younger  of  two  children,  and  the  elder, 
Celestia,  is  the  wife  of  E.  B.  Bradley,  of  Ansonia. 
Mr.  Steele  was  reared  at  the  family  homestead  in 
Seymcur,  a  fine  estate  of  100  acres,  and  as  he  was 
hilt  six  vears  old  when  his  father  died  he  took 
charge  of  the  place  at  an  early  age.  For  a  number 
of  years  he  devoted  special  attention  to  raising 
blooded  horses.  In  1885  he  removed  to  Ansonia, 
but  he  continued  to  superintend  the  farm  until  his 
death,  which  occurred  in  Ansonia  Sept.  10,  i8i;8. 
While  he  had  received  only  a  common-school  edu- 
cation he  was  well-informed  on  the  issues  of  the  day 
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niul  be  took  much  interest  in  local  attairs.  being  an 
active  worker  in  the  Republican  party.  During-  his 
rc-idence  in  Seymour  he  served  several  years  as 
selectman  and  at  times  held  other  offices.  In  relig- 
ious faith  he  was  a  ConqreCTationalist. 

In  1881  Mr.  Steele  married  INIiss  Lillic  J.  Chat- 
fiold,  daughter  of  Clark  Chattield,  and  a  native  of 
Xew  York  City.  Her  grandfather,  Joel  Chattield, 
was  born  in  Seymour,  and  for  many  years  was  a 
farmer  and  merchant  in  that  place,  where  he  died  at 
the  advanced  age  of  ninety-two  years.  He  married 
Lucinda  Hitchcock,  who  died  in  early  womanhood. 
I'.oth  were  devout  members  of  the  Episcopal  Church. 
They  had  two  children:  Clark,  father  of  Mrs. 
Steele ;  and  Lucinda,  now  Mrs.  Tuttle,  of  Xew 
Haven. 

Clark  Chatfield  was  born  in  Seymour,  -and  was 
reared  upon  a  farm,  receiving  a  district-school  ed- 
ucation. When  a  young  man  he  followed  farming 
for  a  short  time,  and  then  went  to  Xew  York,  where 
lie  was  employed  as  manager  of  a  store.  Later  he 
went  to  Iowa,  and  then  to  Kingston,  X.  Y..  and 
while  there  he  held  the  office  of  city  surveyor.  He 
also  spent  some  time  in  \'irginia,  but  tinally  re- 
turned to  Seymour,  where  Jie  now  resides  upon  his 
farm,  and  in  addition  to  the  management  of  the 
place  he  is  in  business  as  an  architect.  He  mar- 
ried Josephine  Hotchkiss,  who  was  born  in  An- 
sonia,-  daughter  of  Willis  and  Mary  (Kimberly) 
Hotchkiss, "and  died  at  the  age  of  twenty-two,  leav- 
ing only  one  child,  Lillie  J.,  ^Irs.  Steele.  Mrs. 
Chatfield  was  a  most  estimable  woman,  and  a  con- 
sistent member  of  the  Episcopal  Church,  with  which 
Iier  family  has  long  been  identified.  Willis  Hotch- 
kiss was  a  native  "of  Westville,  now  Xew  Haven, 
and  spent  his  life  chietiy  in  .\nsonia  and  Derbv, 
where  he  was  engaged  in  business  as  a  builder  and 
lumber  dealer.  He  lived  to  the  good  old  age  of 
«ighty-two  and  was  regarded  as  one  of  the  leading 
men  of  the  localitv,  his  sterling  qualities  of  char- 
acter commanding  the  respect  of  all  who  kne-w  him. 
His  widow,  who  died  Feb.  Q,  1900,  aged  nearly 
€ighty-eight  years,  resided  with  Nirs.  Steele.  Of 
their  children  only  one.  Mrs.  Chattield,  lived  to 
maturity. 

BARLOW  STEVEXS  HOXCE.  a  prominent 
farmer  and  a  dealer  in  agricultural  implements  on 
the  Guilford  turnpike  in  Branford,  was  born  in 
Matawan,  Monmouth  Co..  X'.  J..  July  13,  1855,  son 
of  James  and  Mary  Augusta  Honce.  The  father 
was  a  native  of  Xew  Jersey,  and  was  born  in  Sep- 
tember, 1814,  a  son  of  David  and  Phebe  (Peacock) 
lb. nee.  The  mother  was  a  native  of  Phillips.  Ale., 
•md  was  born  April  5.  1828,  a  daughter  of  Thomas 
:ind  .Anna  (  Foster)  Stevens.  The  maternal  great- 
grandfather of  E.  S.  Honce.  was  Ephraim  Stevens. 
who  !i  ught  in  the  Revolutionarv  war.  He  lived 
.at  Phillips.  Maine,  and  was  married  to  Sybil  Foster, 
a  daughter  of  David  and  Milliccm  (Ilowe)  Foster. 

James  Honce  was  twice  married,  and  his  first 


wife.  Jane,  wa= 
garet  Schenck 


Maine. 

Barlow 
Arthur ; 


a  daughter  of  John  R.  and  Mar- 
Tliey  were  married  June  25,  1834, 
and  became  the  parents  of  two  children :  Alary  E., 
the  wife  of  Charles  W.  Palmer;  and  Eliza  Jane,  the 
wife  of  Pascal  Hoadley.  Mr.  Honce  was  married. 
June  25,  1854,  to  Mary  Augusta,  the  daughter  of 
Thomas  and  Anna  (Foster)  Stevens,  of  Phillips, 
To  this  marriage  have  come  five  children : 
S. ;  Clara,  wife  of  Henry  Goldsmith ;  J. 
Charles  A.;  and  Anna  F.,  who  married 
Elmer  G.  Farnham.  James  Honce  removed  to 
Branford  in  1858,  locating  on  the  farm  now  occu- 
pied by  his  son.  Barlow  S.,  and  made  his  home  there 

I  until  his  death,  Aug.  16,  1873. 

Barlow  Stevens  Honce  was  reared  in  Branford, 

!  wj)ere  he  spent  his  early  life  with  the  e.xception  of 
a  brief  period  of  one  year  which  was  spent  in  Wis- 
consin. He  received  his  education  in  the  Branford 
schools,  and  here  his  entire  life  has  been  spent  as 
a  farmer.  In  1S93  Mr.  Flonce  took  an  agency,  for 
the  sale  of  the  goods  of  the  McCormick  Harvester 
Machine  Co.,  and  has  developed  a  considerable  trade 
in  agricultural  implements. 

Mr.  Honce  was  married,  Oct.  20,  1881.  to  Alice, 
daughter  of  Martin  and  Lydia  (Hill)  Cook,  of 
Guilford,  and  thev  have  one  son,  Arthur  L.,  born 
March  12,  1884.  Mr.  Honce  is  a  member  of  the  X. 
E.  O.  P.  and  the  Woodmen  of  the  World.  In 
Dolitics  he  is  a  Republican,  and  has  served  on  the 
Branford  board  of  selectmen  for  thee  years. 

For  fifteen  years  Mr.  Honce  was  a  member  of 
the  Connecticut  X'ational  Guard,  enlisting  Aug.  12, 
1883,  in  the  first  Platoon,  Battery  A.     He  was  pro- 

-  moted  to  corporal  Aug.  i.  1884:  became  sergeant 
May  17,  1886:  second  lieutenant.  Feb.  27,  1888; 
first  lieutenant :  and  captain  of  Battery  A,  Conn. 
X'at.  Guard.  June.  1804.     When  the  Spanish-Amer- 

,   ican  war  broke  out  Capt.  Honce  obtained  leave  of 

,  absence  from  the  Xational  Guard  of  the  State,  and 
on  May  4.  1898.  was  appointed  captain  of  Battery 
A,  1st  Conn.  \'ol.  Artillery,  -serving  until  Oct.  25, 
1898.  when  he  was  mustered  out  by  both  the  State 
and  Xational  authorities.  Though  ordered  to  Porto 
Rico,  the  order  was  countermanded,  and  the  battery 

I  never  left  the  State.    J.  Arthur  Honce,  his  brother. 

I   who  was  second  lieutenant  in  the  same  battery,  died 

'  May  21,  1901.  Charles  A.,  another  brother,  also 
served  in  the  same  battery. 

PAUL  SCHOLZ  is  one  of  the  worthy  citi- 
zens of  Woodbridge  that  (jermany  has  furnished 
to  the  X'ew  World.  He  was  born  in  Schleswig, 
Prussia.  Xov.  21.  1856,  a  son  of  Charles  and  Mary 
(Werner)  Scholz.  natives  of  Schlesien;  the  former 
died  in  1851,  and  the  latter  at  the  age  of  about 
fifty  years.  In  early  life  the  father  engaged  in 
farming,  but  being  a  man  of  considerable  fore- 
;.  thought  he  decided  to  take  up  the  manufacture  of 
starch,  and  in  his  native  town  he  built  a  factory, 
but  just  as  his  success  was  assured  he  dieil.  He 
was  a  cavalryman  in  the  German  army  during  the 
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war  of  1S4S-50,  was  a  man  of  ,2;rcat  popularity  in 
his  neighborhood,  and  was  credited  with  good  busi- 
ness abiUty  and  sound  judgment.  Both  he  and  his 
wife  were  members  of  the  German  Lutheran 
Church.  In  their  family  were  three  childdren.  of 
whom  our  subject  is  the  second  in  order  of  birth. 
Annie,  the  eldest,  married  in  Germany,  where  her 
husband  died,  and  later  she  came  to  the  United 
States,  and  died  in  New  Haven,  Conn.,  in  1896. 
Robert,  the  youngest,  was  always  a  wanderer,  trav- 
eling throughout  the  West  and  South,  and  wiien 
last  heard  from  was  in  the  Carolinas. 

Paul  Scholz  received  thorough  instruction  in  the 
German  schools,  and  during  his  youth  learned  the 
clock  making  trade,  at  which  he  worked  four  or 
five  years.  From  1876  to  1879  he  served  in  the 
German  army,  being  stationed  at  Berlin  as  one  of 
Emperor  William's  Light  Guards.  For  the  follow- 
ing four  years  he  was  employed  as  a  clockmaker  in 
his  native  town.  In  1883  he  emigrated  to  Amer- 
ica, and  sailing  on  the  same  ship  was  his  future 
wife.  On  landing  in  New  York.  Paul  and  Eliza- 
beth Scholz  were  married,  and  at  once  proceeded 
to  Boston,  Mass.,  where  Mr.  Scholz  secured  employ- 
ment in  rubber  boot  and  shoe  factories.  Later  he 
spent  five  years  in  New  Haven  as  an  employe  in  the 
sewing  machine  shops,  and  also  in  the  shops  at 
Westville,  Conn.  In  October,  1893,  he  purchased 
a  farm  of  thirty-six  acres  in  Woodbridge,  to  which 
he  added  twenty-three  acres,  in  i8q8.  and  is  now 
successfully  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits,  rais- 
ing principally  fruit  and  vegetables  for  the  market. 
He  is  also  quite  extensivelv  engaged  in  the  manu- 
facture of  butter,  and  keeps  for  that  purpose  a  herd 
of  eight  cows.  Politically  lie  is  not  identified  with 
any  party,  but  votes  for  the  man  he  believes  will 
help  him  most  in  his  business.  He  once  held  mem- 
bership with  the  Foresters,  but  at  present  is  not 
connected  with  any  secret  society.  His  success  has 
been  worthily  achieved  as  it  is  due  entirely  to  his 
own  unaided  elTorts  and  good  management.  In  his 
family  are  four  children.  Annie,  Willie,  Paul  and 
Gustaf,  all  attending  school. 

CHARLES  H.  BARNES,  for  several  vears  pro- 
prietor of  a  well-known  and  popular  livery  and 
boarding  stable  in  Waterbury,  which  he  sold  in 
1901,  is  a  native  of  Connecticut,  born  May  13,  1857. 
in  Woodbury,  Litchfield  county,  of  a  stalwart  loyal 
New  England  family. 

Reuben  Barnes,  his  father,  was  born  in  Rox- 
bury,  Conn.,  removing  thence  to  Woodbury,  where 
he  has  ever  since  been  engaged  as  a  farmer.  He 
married  Neoma  Callender.  who  was  bom  in  Hud- 
son, N.  Y,  and  died  in  1900.  the  mother  of  chil- 
dren as  follows:  Charles  H.  is  the  subject  of  these 
lines ;  Seraphena  is  the  wife  of  Charles  Barto,  a 
farmer  of  Hartford  county;  Carlton  is  a  farmer  in 
the  town  of  Woodbury.  Litchfield  countv:  Lottie 
and  Nellie  are  decea-cd :  William  i^  a  larnier  in 
the  town  of  Woodbury,  Litchfield  cuunty. 


Charles  H.  Barnes  passed  his  boyhood  da\'s  on 
the  farm,  and  received  a  good  common-school  edu- 
cation. In  1872,  at  the  age  of  fifteen,  he  moved 
to  Waterbury,  and  for  some  five  years  worked  on 
the  Benedict  farm,  after  which  he  engaged  in  vari- 
ous kinds  of  business,  such  as  working  in  the  dif- 
ferent shops,  until  1891,  in  which  year  he  embarked 
in  the  livery  business,  conducting  a  livery  and 
boarding  stable  at  No.  46  Spring  street.  On  Aug. 
I,  1901,  he  sold  out,  returning  to  his  birthplace, 
Woodbury,  where  he  is  now  carrying  on  a  liotel — • 
"The  Barnes  House" — and  livery  business  on  IMain 
street. 

On  May  30.  1882,  Mr.  Barnes  married  Anna 
Kelly,  who  was  born  in  Waterbury,  a  daughter  of 
James  and  Anastasia  Kelly,  and  one  child,  Elsie, 
born  Dee.  14,  1885.  graces  this  union.  In  politics 
Mr.  Barnes  is  independent,  casting  his  vote  for  the 
candidate  he  considers  best  fitted  for  the  office.  So- 
cially he  is  a  member  of  the  Independent  Order  of 
Foresters,  the  Heptasophs,  the  Red  Men  and  the 
Haymakers.  .       , 

FERDINAND  DEMING,  a  citizen  of  Water- 
bury, whose  reputation  as  a  mechanical  expert  is 
far  more  than  local,  was  born  in  Litchfield,  Brad- 
ford Co.,  Pa._,  Dec.  5,  1845.  ^o"  of  Abner  Deming. 
who  was  born  in  Woodburv,  Litchfield  Co..  Conn., 
Dec.  16,  1812.  Abner  Deming  was  a  son  of  Abner 
and  Philinda  (Stoddard)  Deming,  the  latter  a 
daughter  of  Eli  Stoddard,  the  first  preacher  in 
Woodbury.  This  family  was  among  the  first  to 
settle  in  Litchfield. 

John  Deming,  the  emigrant,  came  from  Eng- 
land about  1630,  as  the  records  show  that  he  was 
in  Wethersfield  in  1635.  and  that  he  took  part  in 
the  Pequot  war.  John  Deming,  his  son,  lived  and 
died  in  Wethersfield,  where  his  son,  Hezekiah  Dem- 
ing, also  lived  and  died.  It  was  in  this  generation 
that  Hartford  became  established.  Hezekiah  Dem- 
ing, son  of  Hezekiah,  lived  and  died  in  Canaan, 
Conn.  His  son,  Phineas  Deming.  was  in  W^oodbury 
in  1775,  and  took  part  in  the  siege  of  Ticonderoga. 
Abner  Deming,  his  son,  and  the  grandfather  of 
Ferdinand,  lived  and  died  in  Woodburv.  He"  and 
his  wife  had  six  children,  all  now  deceased:  Maria, 
who  married  Solomon  Bishop,  a  farmer  in  Wood- 
hiny ;  Henry,  a  farmer,  who  died  in  Collinsville; 
Conn. ;  Horace,  who  worked  in  the  Springfield 
armory,  later  in  the  South,  went  West  overland,  and 
died  while  en  route,  being  buried  in  Illinois ;  Sarah, 
who  never  married;  George,  who  died  young;  and 
Abner. 

Abner  Deming  married  Miss  Aviary  Wheaton, 
who  was  born  in  Washington.  Conn.,  daughter  of 
Calvin  and  Jessie  (Phillips)  Wheaton.  This  family- 
was  of  Welsh  origin,  and  came  to  this  country  long 
ago.  Shortly  after  their  marriage  Abner  Deming 
and  his  wife  went  to  Litchfield,  where  he  was  en- 
gaged as  a  Iilacksniith,  and  some  vears  later  they 
returned  to  Woodbury,  where  he  died  in  18S3,  Mrs. 
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Dciiiincr  in    1857.     They   --re  -Methodists,  and   in 
politics  he  was  a  Democrat. 

Ferdinand  Deniing,  whose  name  introduces  this 
article,  spent  his  boyhood  days  in  Woodbury,  and 
carne  to  W'aterbury  in  1856,  spending  practicallv  his 
entire  life  in  that  city/thcush  he  has  for  short 
periods  worked  in  other  cities.  When  a  bov  he  at- 
tended public  school  in  Woodbury,  Waterburv  and 
Aliddlebury.  Leaving  the  farm  while  still  young, 
he  came  to  A\'aterbury  and  entered  the  shop  of 
Charles  W.  Johnson,  to  learn  the  machinist's  trade, 
which  proved  in  every  way  so  congenial  that  it  has 
been  his  business  to  the  present  time.  lie  has  devel- 
opedengineeringgifts  of  a  high  order  and  is  regard- 
ed as  an  expert  on  difficult  and  abstruse  mechanical 
problems.  He  is  not  associated  with  the  work  of 
any  one  establishment,  and  it  is  his  intention  to  go 
,  abroad  during  the  year  1901  and  devote  consider- 
able time  to  mechanical  research. 

Mr.  Deming  and  Miss  Althea  Minor  were  mar- 
ried June  16.  1869.  :\Irs.  Deming  was  born  in 
Stonington.  Conn.,  daughter  of  James  and  Eliza 
(Bennett)  Minor,  both  natives  of  Stonington.  The 
Minor  family  comes  of  old  English  stock.  Thomas 
Minor,  the  first  of  the  name  to  come  to  America, 
was  born  in  Somersetshire,  England,  and  arrived 
in  163 1  in  the  ship  "Arabella."  ^Irs.  Althea 
(Minor)  Deming  died  in  1892.  She  was  the  mother 
of  nine  children,  five  of  whom  grew  to  maturity, 
Ferdinand.  Jr.,  Eliza,  James  C,  Grace  P.  and  Her- 
bert (who  died  Dec.  28,  1899),  all  at  home  but 
the  last  named,  INIr.  Deming  is  a  strong  Repub- 
lican. He  and  his  family  attend  the  First  Congre- 
gational Church. 

EDWIX  LUZERX  WTLFORD,  a  prominent 
farmer  of  the  town  of  Branford,  was  born  March 
13,  1846,  a  descendant  of  John  Wilford,  a  native 
of  England,  who  was  among  the  first  settlers  of 
Branford,  where  the  family  have  been  representative 
citizens  ever  since.  Edwin  L.  Wilford  is  a  son  of 
Samuel  and  Susan  (Cook)  Wilford,  and  his  pa- 
ternal grandparents  were  John  A.  and  Betsey  ( Fris- 
bie)  W'ilford,  all  residents  of  the  same  town,  and 
his  birth  occurred  in  that  part  of  the  town  which 
is  known  as  Indian  Xeck.  He  received  a  common- 
school  education,  and  began  life  as  a  farmer,  which 
vocation  he  has  never  forsaken,  with  the  exception 
of  one  year  when  he  worked  as  a  sailor  along  the 
coast.  On  Aug.  22.  1862,  he  enlisted  as  a  private 
in  Company  B,  27th  Conn.  \'.  I.,  and  was  wounded 
at  the  battle  of  Fredericksburg  on  Dec.  13.  1862, 
and  was  taken  to  the  College  Hospital  at  George- 
town, D.  C.  From  that  hospital  he  was  transferred 
to  the  hospital  at  Xew  Haven,  where  after  nine 
months'  service  he  received  an  honorable  discharge 
from  the  government.  He  is  an  active  member  of 
Mason  Rogers  Post.  G.  A.  R.,  of  Branford,  and 
has  held  the  offices  of  adjutant  and  junior  vice-com- 
mander, and  v.-as  delegate  to  tjie  Xatioiial  Encamp- 
ment of  the  G.  A.  R.  held  in  St.  Paul,  Minn.,  in 


1S96.  He  has  traversed  the  I'nit-cd'  States  from 
ocean  to  ocean,  having  visited  the  World's  Fair  in 
Chicago  in  1893  and  the  Midwinter  Fair  in  San 
Francisco  the  following  year.  In  politics  he  is  a 
Republican. 

ALMOX  I.  DEAXE.  the  well-known  and  pop- 
ular postmaster  of  Mt.  Carmel  Centre,  and  agent 
for  the  Xew  York,  Xew  Haven  &  Hartford  Rail- 
way Co.,  at  that  place,  was  born  in  Lyme,  Conn., 
June  7,  1857.  His  father,  Daniel  Deane,  was  also 
a  native  of  this  State,  and  in  early  life  followed  the 
occupation  of  fanning  for  several  vears.  During 
the  Civil  war  he  enlisted  in  the  26th  Conn.  \'.  I., 
and  participated  in  several  engagements.  After  re- 
ceiving his  discharge  he  returned  home  and  later 
went  to  Long  Island,  where  he  engaged  in  fishing. 
\\\i\\t  following  that  pursuit  he  was  accidentallv 
drowned  in  Long  Island  Sound,  in  1865,  but  his 
body  was  recovered  and  brought  back  to  L\me, 
Conn.,  for  interment.  He  married  Sarah  Eggles- 
ton.  a  native  of  Xew  London  county,  who  dieil  in 
1866,  and  was  buried  in  Xiantic  cemetery.  In  their 
family  were  five  children,  of  whom  the  eldest  died 
in  infancy:  Richard  is  now  a  steamboat  eijgineer ; 
Arthur  is  deceased :  Alnion  I.  is  the  next  in  order 
of  birth ;  and  Henry  is  residing  on  the  Pacific  coast. 

Almon  I.  Deane  was  but  eight  years  old  when  he 
lost  his  parents,  and  was  thrown  upon  the  world  to 
make  his  own  way  at  an  early  age.  He  first  worked  ' 
on  a  farm  for  two  years  for  his  board  and  clothes 
and  the  privilege  of  attending  school  through  the 
winter  season  in  Lyme,  Conn.,  this  being  tlie  onlv 
way  he  could  obtain  the  education  which'he  wished 
so  much  to  secure.  On  giving  up  farm  work  he 
found  employment  in  a  silver  pfating  shop  at  L>-me, 
where  he  spent  one  year,  and  during  that  time  man- 
aged to  save  enough  money  out  of  his  small  wages 
to  enable  him  to  study  telegraphy  with  Mrs.  Stan- 
nard,  of  that  town.  After  mastering  the  art  he  ob- 
tained a  position  with  the  Xew  York,  Xew  Haven 
&  Hartford  Railway  Co.,  as  operator  and  agent  at 
Cobalt,  Conn.,  where  he  spent  two  years.  In  1883 
he  was  appointed  station  agent  at  Mt.  Carmel 
Centre  in  the  town  of  Hamdcn,  Xew  Haven  coun- 
ty, and  lor  the  past  nineteen  years  he  has  faithfullv 
filled  that  position  of  trust  and  responsibility,  giv- 
ing general  satisfaction  to  the  public  and  the  com- 
pany. He  is  courteous  and  obliging,  and  his  genial 
disposition  gains  him  many  friends.  His  politica/ 
support  is  given  to  the  men  and  measures  of  the 
Republican  party,  and  he  takes  quite  an  active  inter- 
est in  educational  affairs.  In  February,  i8c)8,  dur- 
ing President  McKinley's  administration,  he  took 
charge  of  the  postoffice  of  Mt.  Carmel  Centre,  which 
office  he  is  now  filling  with  credit  to  himself  and  to 
the  entire  satisfaction  of  all  concerned. 

On  June  7,  1881,  in  Xew  London,  Mr.  Deane 
wedded  Miss  Mary  Dodge,  a  daughter  of  Capt. 
Daniel  Dodge.  The  two  children  born  of  this  union 
died  in  infancy,  and  the  wife  and  mother,  who  was  a 
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iaia  to  rest  m  hamdeii  cemeterv.     For  hi^  second 
-.fe  Mr.  Dearie  n.arried  Miss  Hatfe  Suain    a  na 


t.  e  o  Hamdcn,  and  a  dau-luer  of  Willialn'^^niu 
They  have  tuo  children :  Inez  Gertrude  ad  S 
lam  Hudson  Mrs.  Deane  is  a  member  of  i:e  Co 
S:regat,onal  Church,  and  active  in  its  vo  k  Tlu^- 
make  the.r  lionte  in  the  con.fortable  esTdenJ  a^ 
iMt.  Carmel,  erected  by  Mr.  Deane  in  1900. 

■  tbe^M^T^^,^'-  L'^^^^^'ELL  has  a  position  amonc 
the  skdled  workers  of  this  busv  citv  of  \\-aterbu  v 
that  could  only  be  won  and  held  bv  genuine  .net 
He  knows  h,s  work,  is  honest  and  reliable,  and   pos- 
sessmg    hose  qualities  of  directness  and  force  ?hat 
are  much  m  demand  by  those  who  would  secure  the 
greatest   results  from  their  efforts,  has  risen  to  a 
creditable  and  responsible  place.     Mr.  Lowell  was 
born  m  Aew  Bedford.  Mass..  Julv  22,   iS,.    a  son 
of   Harrison   G.   Lowell.      The   famil.^'   — --^   """■'    \ 
England   and   settled   in   Massachusetts   years   ago. 
and  the  city  of  Lowell.  Mass..  bears  its  name  from 
some  one  of  the  early  members  of- the  family. 

Jacob  Lowell,  the  grandfather  of  Walter  X..  was   \ 
■born  in  ]Massachusett;.  and  married  Eliza  Nichols,   \ 
also  a  native  of  that  State,  and  thev  settled  at  Xew 
Bedford,  where  they  lived  and  died.     This  family 
was  numerously  represented  in  the  Revokitionary 
■war.  I 

Harrison  G.  Lowell,  son  of  Jacob  and  father  of 
Walter  X.,  was  born  in  Xew  Bedford  Aug.  23, 
1827,  and  died  there  Aug.  9,  1865.  He  grew  to 
manhood  in  his  native  town,  and  became  teller  in 
the  old  Marine  Bank,  in  the  service  of  which  cor- 
poration he  passed  hi;  entire  business  life.  Sarah  \ 
E.  Blake,  his  wife,  was  the  daughter  of  James  H. 
and  Sarah  (Pitts)  Blake,  and  was  born  in  Dighton. 
Mass.  After  their  marriage  ^[r.  and  Mrs.  Harrison 
Lowell  settled  in  Xew  Bedford,  where  they  reared 
a  familv  of  three  children,  of  whom  the  eldest  was 
Walter  X.,  whose  name  introduces  this  article;  the 
others  were  X'ellie.  who  married  Clinton  E.  Stark,  ; 
AL  D.,  of  X'orwich.  Conn. :  and  James  Harrison,  | 
the  youngest  son,  is  a  sheep  raiser  at  Roswell,  Idaho. 
The  mother  of  the  children  died  Xov.  23,  1865. 
Harrison  Lowell  was  a  Republican  in  politics,  and 
a  strong  Cniversalist  in  religious  belief.  j 

Walter  X.  Lowell  spent  his  boyhood  days  in 
New  Bedford,  and  was  a  pupil  in  the  public  schools 
until  he  was  seventeen  years  of  age.  At  that  age 
he  left  school  and  went  to  Hartford.  Conn.,  where 
he  began  an  apprenticeship  to  tlie  machinist  trade 
that  has  proved  the  open  door  for  an  honorable  and 
useful  life  in  which  Mr.  Lowell  has  achieved  a  very  ' 
conspicuous  success.  For  ten  years  he  followed  his 
trade  in  various  shops  in  Connecticut,  and  in  1868 
came  to  Waterbury.  working  for  the  Peter's  Lock 
Co.  for  some  time.  \'ery  soon,  however,  after  com- 
ing here  he  entered  the  employ  of  the  Waterbury 
Brass  Co..  and  has  been  with  them  c\  cr  since, 
with   the  exception   of  a  short  time   when   he  was 


■  so,  ,^    .'''".'      '  '"-■'  ^'^  P*^'''^^  °f  s'^rvice  covering 
some  seveiueen  years.     Mr.  Lowell  began  as  an  as 
s  s  a„t  in  t  ,e  ntanu  acturing  departmein,  and  is  noW 
^^^\^\^^^-^^^^'  ^^'-^  the  place 

Oc  lo'  \^?  '  r''°/"''  ^'^"'  ■"  -'^'^^^-  ^'ork  Citv 
( Welton /w  '  I  T''^""  °'  ^^"^^"-^  ^"^'  Fannie 
born  ir\\  r  }" '^'W'^'on  Uvo  chMrcn  ^yere 
born^  Sarah  F..  born  March  ^  188^  died  Tulv 
-'9,  1893;  and  Walter  W,.  born  Aug  ^s  i8r  Mr^ 
Lowell  is  a  Republican,  and  sodallv  bebnc^s  to 
Xosahogan  Lodge,'  L  O.  O.  F..  and  the  Improved 
Order  „t  Red  Men.  With  his  familv  he  ,"  attat 
tendant    upon    the    services    nf    th^'  v   ■  , 

Church  st^rvices    ot    the    Episcopalian 

vakiaW^'P  ^-  ;^"«EELER  owns  and  operates  a 
I6li  able  farm  of  114  acres  in  Oxford.  Xew  Haven 
well  indicates  m=-^  thritn-  annearance  of  which 
improvements,  well  tilled  helds,  and'  an  n.^  — .  ■'_ 
sories  and  conveniences  of  a  model  farm  are  there 
to  be  found.  The  residence,  which  is  one  of  the 
modern  homes  in  the  town,  was  erected  by  cur 
subject  in  1897. 

Mr.  Wheeler  was  born  March  13,  1844,  in  the 
town  of  Bridgewater.  Litchfield  Co.,  Conn.,  son 
of  Joel  B.  and  Mary  ( Warner )  Wheeler.  The 
father  was  a  native  of  Roxbury,  Conn.,  and  a  son 
of  Xirom  Wheeler,  who  was  born  in  X'ewtown. 
Our  subject  is  third  in  the  order  of  birth  in  a  fam- 
ily of  seven  children,  the  others  being  Mary  A.. 
Laura  J.,  Ellen  A.,  Flora  J.,  Sarah  E.  and  Martha  I. 

When  quite  young  Mr.  Wheeler  accompanied 
his  parents  on  their  removal  to  Roxbury,  where 
he  grew  to  manhood  and  acquired  his  education  in 
the  common  schools.  In  1865  he  came,  with  the 
family  to  C~)xford.  and  he  remained  under  the  pa- 
rental roof  until  twenty-five  years  of  age.  On 
Xov.  18,  1869,  he.  was  married  to  Miss  Sarah  J. 
Tyrrell,  and  to  them  have  been  born  six  children, 
namely:  Charles  H..  Jane  'SI..  Frank  B.,  Frederick 
L.,  Morris  and  Leslie.  Charles  H.  married  Jennie 
Pope,  daughter  of  John  B.  Pope,  and  they  have 
had  three  children.  John  D..  Florence  and  one  that 
died  in  infancy.  Frank  B.  married  Etta  Lockwood, 
and  has  three  children.  Ernest  W.,  Bessie  and 
Sadie  B. 

After  his  marriage  Mr.  Wheeler  located  on  a 
farm  adjoining  his  father's,  and  has  since  success- 
fullv  engaged  in  its  operation.  In  connection  with 
general  farming  he  also  works  at  the  niason's  and 
carpenter's  trades  as  a  contractor.  As  a  business 
man  he  is  enterprising,  energetic  and  always  abreast 
of  the  times,  and  has  been  rewarded  by  a  comfort- 
able competence.  In  his  p<ilitical  affiliations  Mr. 
Wheeler  is  a  stanch  Democrat.  Though  not  a 
member  of  any  religious  organization  he  contributes 
t'Hvard  the  sii|ipurt  .cf  clnirches.  He  is  pubiic- 
spiriteJ    and    enterprising,    and    thoroughly    inter- 
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esteil  in  whatever  tends  to  pri.Mnpte  the  moral,  in- 
tellectual or  material  welfare  of  his  town  and  coun- 
ty. Fraternally  he  is  a  member  of  the  United 
Workmen. 

WILLIAM  E.  QUIGLEY  was  bom  Sept.  29, 
1847,  in  the  town  of  Orange,  not  far  from  Water- 
bury,  and  is  a  son  of  Patrick  Ouigley,  who  was 
bom  in  King's  County,  Ireland,  and  whose  father 
never  came  to  America,  but  lived  and  died  a  farmer 
in  Ireland. 

Patrick  Quigley  came  to  the  United  States  early 
in  life,  and  settled  in  the  town  of  Orange,  where  he 
worked  for  John  D.  Davis,  a  farmer  in  that  region. 
Later  in  life  he  became  a  farmer  and  butcher.  His 
wife,  Catherine  Delaney,  was  born  in  Queen's 
County,  Ireland.  He  was  killed  in  Orange  while 
lifting  a  telegraph  pole,  helping  in  the  construction 
of  a  line  from  Derby  to  New  Haven,  for  which  he 
had  furnished  all  the  poles.  This  was  about  forty- 
six  years  ago,  and  twenty-six  years  later  his  wife 
died.  They  were  the  parents  of  six  children  w-ho 
lived  to  attain  maturity :  James,  Patrick  J.,  Will- 
iam E.  (whose  name  appears  above),  Catherine, 
Alice  and  Edward.  James  learned  the  pattern- 
maker's trade  in  Derby,  and  when  the  Civil  war 
broke  out  enlisted,  Aug.  9,  1862,  in  the  20th  Conn. 
V.  I.,  came  home  in  1863.  and  died  as  a  result  of 
his  amiy  experience.  Patrick  J.,  a  fanner,  enlisted 
in  the  15th  Conn.  \'.  I.,  serving  until  the  close  of 
the  war;  he  is  living  in  Meriden,  Conn.  Catherine 
married  Owen  Flannegan,  and  has  her  home  in  Mer- 
iden, Conn.  x\lice  married  John  B.  Gardner,  and 
lives  in  New  Britain.  Edward  lived  in  Waterbury; 
he  was  sun-struck  in  Bridgeport. 

William  E.  Quigley  left  the  parental  home  when 
twelve  years  of  age  and  worked  for  A.  H.  &  C. 
B.  Ailing,- in  their  yarn  factory.  When  this  exten- 
sive concern  was  moved  to  Derby,  Conn.,  the  young 
man  went  with  it,  spending  altogether  five  and  a 
half  years  with  the  Allings.  and  he  thoroughly  mas- 
tered the  art  of  making  stockings  by  machinery. 
From  there  Mr.  Quigley  went  to  Ansonia,  where 
he  was  engaged  in  learning  the  blacksmith  trade  at 
the  beginning  of  the  war  of  the  Rebellion.  Mr. 
Quigley  desired  to  enlist,  and  made  several  efforts, 
but  was  rejected  each  time  on  account  of  his  ex- 
treme youth.  On  Aug.  9,  1862,  he  enlisted  in  the 
20th  Conn.  v.  I.,  but  was  turned  back.  On  Sept. 
8,  1862,  he  enlisted  in  the  25th  Conn.  V.  I.,  after 
an  ineffectual  application  to  the  15th  Conn.,  and 
was  transferred  to  the  22d  Conn.  V.  I.  In  order  to 
be  accepted  he  had  to  make  oath  that  he  was  eight- 
een years  of  age,  though  in  reality  he  was  nearer 
fifteen.  Mr.  Quigley  was  discharged  July  13,  1863, 
and  at  once  returned  to  Ansonia,  where  he  resumed 
his  apprenticeship  at  the  blacksmith  trade.  When 
he  had  finished  his  trade  he  went  to  Bristol,  Conn., 
and  established  himself  in  a  llack:;mithing  business 
which  he  carried  on  for  alvut  three  \ears.  At  the 
end  of  that  time  he  sold  out,  and  bought  the  Terrill 


S:  Wilcox  business,  at  Ansonia,  where  be  remained 
two  and  a  half  years.  About  iS'Jxy  he  came  to 
Waterbury,  and  has  been  there  ever  since,  for  a  time 
having  his  shop  on  JetTerson  street. 

Mr.  Quigley  and  ^lary  E.  A.  McXeil  were  mar- 
ried Sept.-  12,  1867.  Mrs.  Quigley  is  a  daughter 
of  William  ^IcXeil.  and  was  born  in  \\'aterbury. 
Conn.  She  is  the  mother  of  one  child,  Charles  V. 
J.,  who  is  now  an  eminent  physician  in  Chicago,  and 
a  lecturer  on  medical  topics  in  a  university  in  that 
city.  Mr.  Quigley  was  a  Democrat  until  1884, 
when  he  \'Oted  the  Republican  ticket,  and  has  since 
cast  his  ballot  for  the  men  and  measures  of  that 
party.  He  is  a  member  of  Wadhams  Post,  G.  A.  R., 
and  of  the  Amiy  and  Xavy  Club.  As  commander 
of  Wadhams  Post  he  has  enjoyed  an  honor  that 
has  so  far  fallen  to  no  other  man,  that  of  re-election 
to  this  position.  He  is  also  a  member  of  Interna- 
tional Lodge,  No.  6,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  and  is  a  charter 
member  of  Lodge  No.  265,  B.  P.  O.  E.,  and  in 
the  I.  O.  F.  he  is  past  high  chief  ranger  of  the  high 
court  of  Connecticut,  and  a  mem.ber  of  the  high 
standing  committee;  his  wife  is  also  a  meml>er  of 
the  high  court.  Mr.  Quigley  also  belongs  to  the 
Foresters  of  America  and  the  New  England  Order 
of  Protection.  He  is  in  the  Service  Union,  and 
the  Masonic  Mutual  Benefit  Association,  of  New 
Haven,  the  New  England  M.  A.  A.  and  the  I.  O. 
H.  He  belongs  to  the  Second  Company,  Gov- 
ernor's Foot  Guards,  and  also  belongs  to  the  vet- 
erans' corps  of  the  First  Company  of  the  Foot 
Guards.  In  religious  faith  he  is  a  Roman  Catholic, 
being  a  member  of  the  Immaculate  Conception 
Parish,  and  has  owned  a  pew  there  since  the  erec- 
tion of  the  church  building.  Mr.  Quigley  has  fre- 
quently gone  from  \\'aterbury  as  a  representative 
to  national  conventions  of  the  various  orders  with 
which  he  is  associated. 

Mrs.  Quigley  is  also  prominent  in  social  mat- 
ters, and  takes  a  prominent  part  in  many  good  en- 
deavors. 

ADRIAN  F.  WOLFF,  whose  name  is  well 
known  in  Waterbury  as  that  of  a  thoroughly  hon- 
orable and  upright  man,  whose  word  needs  no  bond, 
was  born  in  France  in  1853,  son  of  Francis  F. 
Wolfi',  who  was  born  in  that  country  in  1818,  and 
who  died  in  Waterbury  Feb.  i,  1870.  The  an- 
cestors of  this  family  left  Switzerland  some  two 
hundred  and  seventy  years  ago,  and  settled  in  Lor- 
raine, France.  They  were  a  sturdy  and  upright 
race,  and  many  of  them  were  ironsmiths  by  occupa- 
tion. The  grandfather  of  Adrian  F.  had  a  factory 
in  which  he  made  all  kinds  of  edge  tools  and  agri- 
cultural implements.  This  rugged  representative  of 
the  familv  was  born  in  1777,  and  died  in  France. 
Adolph  C.  Wolff,  a  brother  of  Francis  F-  Wolff, 
came  to  this  country  in  1851,  and  died  recently  in 
Bridgeport. 

Francis  F.  Wolff,  the  father  of  Adrian  F., 
married  Celestine  Wolff,  a  cousin,  and  they  reared 
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a  family  of  three  cliildron;  Luciaii  F.,  \vIio  is  a 
macl•iini^t  in  ihc  employ  of  the  Scoviil  Alanufactur- 
ing  Co. ;  Adrian  F.,  whose  name  introduces  this 
article;  and  Alfred  J.,  whose  sketch  appears  else- 
where. Mrs.  Celestine  Wolff  died  in  Waterbury  in 
i8t)8. 

Adrian  F.  Wolff  was  reared  in  France  until  he 
reached  the  age  of  twelve  years,  and  received  such 
schooling  as  was  afforded  the  children  at  that  time. 
The  father  came  to  this  country  in  1861,  and  was 
engaged  as  a  blacksmith  in  Bridgeport  and  Water- 
bury,  Conn.  At  the  close  of  the  war  he  sent  for  his 
wife  and  children,  and  they  arrived  in  1865. 
Young  Adrian  F.  went  to  a  private  school  in 
Bridgeport  for  two  months,  and  then  attended 
the  public  schools  in  Waterbury,  where  he  com- 
pleted his  schooling.  In  1871  he  entered  the 
factory  of  the  Scovill  Manufacturing  Co.  as 
an  apprentice  at  the  toolmaker"s  trade,  and  he 
has  never  changed  his  work.  He  is  now  fore- 
man of  the  machine  and  tool  department  of  that 
extensive  plant.  As  a  capable  and  energetic  work- 
man, and  as  a  public-spirited  and  progressive  citi- 
zen, he  ranks  deservedly  among  the  respected  resi- 
dents of  his  adopted  city. 

Mr.  Wolff  and  Miss  Elizabeth  Lavin  were  mar- 
ried Jan.  13,  18S2.  Mrs.  Wolff  was  born  in  An- 
sc-nia,  this  county,  daughter  of  Terence  Lavin,  who 
,was  born  in  Ireland.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wolff  have 
two  children,  Adrian  L.  and  Victor  A.  Mt.  Wolff' 
is  independent  in  politics,  preferring  to  select  the 
best  men  at  every  election,  and  nol  to  be  bound  by 
party  ties.  As  a  member  of  the  Royal  Arcanum 
and  the  Woodmen  of  the  World  he  has  secured 
financial  protection  for  his  family  in  case  of  his  sud- 
den death ;  and  as  a  member  of  the  Catholic  Church 
he  is  loyal  to  the  faith  in  which  he  was  reared. 

CHARLES  S.  BUCK,  an  energetic  and  capable 
machinist  of  Ansonia,  who  is  also  engaged  in  the 
manufacture  of  emery  wheels,  was  born  in  New 
York,  ]March  25,  1854. 

William  J.  P.  Buck,  his  father,  was  bom  in 
Connecticut,  and  was  early  trained  to  the  trade  of 
a  blacksmith,  to  which  hi«  time  was  given,  until 
1869,  when  he  came  to  Ansonia,  and  bought  a  va- 
riety store.  This  enterprise  he  conducted  for  sev- 
eral years  and  then  retired  from  business,  to  make 
his  home  with  his  son,  Charles  S.  ^Ir.  Buck  was 
•  an  honored  veteran  of  the  Civil  war.  and  served  in 
both  the  2d  Heavy  Artillery  and  the  19th  Conn. 
V.  I.,  participating  in  m.any  hard-fought  battles, 
hundreds  of  men  being  lost  from  his  regimental  and 
company  organizations ;  he  was  a  good  soldier,  and 
made  a  fine  record.  He  married  Mary  Collins,  one 
of  the  family  of  four  children  born  to  Henry  and 
Elizabeth  (Cooper)  Collins,  the  former  of  whom 
studied  medicine,  and  then  became  a  clergyrrian, 
preaching  at  many  different  points  in  New  York, 
where  he  died  at  the  a'^c  of  seventy  years.  Will- 
iam J.  P.  Buck,  though    at    the    advanced  age  of 


scvcnt_\-:even,  is  still  living  (1901),  and  is  eni'i\-iiig 
the  best  of  health.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  William  J. 
P.  Buck  were  born  four  children:  William,  who 
is  working  in  the  foundry  at  Ansonia;  Anson,  who 
is  in  Kansas ;  Charles  S. ;  and  George,  who  is  in 
Milford.  The  mother  died  at  the  age  of  si.xty-four 
years.  She  and  her  husband  belonged  to  the  Meth- 
odist Church,  in  which  they  were  active  workers. 
Mr.  Buck  was  a  much  respected  member  of  the 
Grand  .\rmy  of  the  Republic. 

Charles  S.  Buck  spent  his  earlier  years  under 
.the  parental  roof,  and  secured  his  education  in  the 
public  schools  and  in  Thomaston  Academy.  In 
1869  he  entered,  a  store  at  Ansonia.  After  spend- 
ing some  time  in  that  position  he  took  up  factory 
life,  working  in  several  shops.  He  was  in  the  hat 
factory  at  Bridgeport,  and  with  the  A.  B.  C.  Co.  at 
Ansonia;  and  in  1873  became  a  roll  grinder  with 
the  Farrell  Foundry,  which  position  he  holds  to  the 
present  time.  Since  he  went  into  the  trade- Mr.  Buck 
has  performed  about  every  part  of  its  work  with 
credit  to  himself  and  satisfaction  to  his  emplovers. 
When  he  entered  the  roll  room  there  were  onlv 
twelve  men  employed  in  it;  now  there  are  about 
350.  Of  this  number  he  i«  the  oldest,  and  is  highly 
esteemed  as  a  workman  throughout  the  city.  Mr. 
Buck  makes  the  emery  wheels  which  are  used  in 
the  roll  department,  and  he  began  this  line  of  work 
in  1887.  His  wheels  are  especially  adapted  for 
rolls  made  of  chilled  iron  and  steel,  used  in  the 
manufacture  of  paper  and  metal  goods.  Manv  of 
his  emery  wheels  go  to  remote  parts  of  the  world, 
even  into  Europe  and  Australia.  These  wheels  are 
being  constantly  improved,  and  Mr.  Buck  has  a 
reputation  in  this  line  that  is  world-wide. 

In  1880  Mr.  Buck  was  married  to  Margaret 
Jackson,  who  was  born  in  England,  one  of  the 
eleven  children  of  John  Jackson,  a  rollmaker  and- 
turner,  who  spent  many  years  in  Derby  following 
his  trade,  and  in  1857  came  to  Ansonia,  where  he 
died  at  the  age  of  sixty-four.  Mr.  Buck  belongs  to 
the  I.'  O.  O.  F.,  in  which  he  has  been  an  efficient 
worker,  and  has  held  several  official  positions.  He 
is  a  member  of  the  Golden  Cross,  and  was  a  char- 
ter member  of  the  Sons  of  Veterans,  of  which  order 
he  is  chaplain.  In  his  political  relations  he  is  a 
Republican.  He  has  dealt  considerably  in  real  es- 
tate, and  built  the  home  in  which  he  lives  in  1S85. 
He  is  junior  warden  in  the  Episcopal  Church,  which 
position  he  has  filled  for  eighteen  years,  and  he 
also  served  on  the  Building  committee.  He  takes 
much  interest  in  the  Sunday-school,  and  was  acting 
superintendent  for  two  years.  Mrs.' Buck  is  also 
an  active  worker  in  all  church  and  society  affairs, 
and  is  known  as  one  of  the  most  reliable  and  earnest 
workers  connected  with  that  religious  body. 

PATRICK  T.  COOGAN,  proprietor  of  a  pros- 
perous grocery  store  in  Waterbury,  is  a  native  of  Ire- 
land, born  July  16.  1847,  in  County  Ki'.kennv.. 

Joseph  Coogan,   father  of  our  subject,   also  a 
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i^ative  of  that  county,  was  a  fanner  there,  as  was 
his  father  before  him.  John  Coogan,  an  uncle  of 
our  subject,  was  a  physician  in  Ireland.  Joseph 
Coogan  married  Catherine  Clancy,  of  the  same  na- 
tivity, and  five  children  were  born  to  them :  Mar- 
jjaret,  Thomas,  Patrick  T.,  Annie  and  Joseph.  Of 
these,  Margaret,  deceased,  was  the  wife  of  John 
Brennan,  who  lives  in  Ireland :  Thomas  lives  on  the 
homestead  in  Ireland ;  Annie,  deceased,  was  the  wnfe 
of  John  Lawlor,  of  Waterbury ;  Joseph  is  a  ma- 
chinist in  Philadelphia. 

Patrick  T.  Cooijan  received  his  education  in  his 
native  land,  and  at  an  early  age  came  to  the  United 
States,  first  locating  in  Schuylkill  county.  Pa.,  where   i 
he  followed  mining  about  fifteen  vears.    At  the  end   | 
of  that  time  he  came  to  Waterbury,  Conn.,  and  for   ! 
twelve  years  was  employed  in  various  departments   j 
of  the  brass  works,  then  engaging  in  his  present   { 
grocery  and  liquor  business,  at  Xo.  34  Washington 
street,,  in  which  he  has  met  with  the  most  desirable 
success.    In  the  city  he  has  put  up  quite  a  few  build- 
ings, which  he  rents. 

On  j\Iay  9,  1865,  ^Ir.  Coogan  married  Mary  A. 
Bums,  who  was  of  Pennsylvanian  birth,  and  thirteen 
children  were  born  to  them,  of  whom  the  following 
are  living:  Catherine.  Patrick,  Bridget,  Margaret. 
Annie,  Nellie,  Elizabeth,  James  J..  Thomas,  Joseph 
and  Loretta.  Of  this  interesting  family.  Bridget  is 
highly  accomplished  in  music,  and  is  the  leading  or- 
ganist in  the  church.  The  mother  died  Jan.  12, 
1898.  On  Nov.  22,  1900,  Mr.  Coogan  wedded 
Mary  Dahill,  who  was  born  in  County  Cork.  Ire- 
land, and  they  have  one  child,  Cornelius.  Our  sub- 
ject is  affiliated  with  the  Foresters  01  America;  in 
religious  faith  he  is  a  member  of  St.  Francis  Xavier 
Catholic  Church. 

ROGER  COXXOR.  manager  of  the  Water- 
bury  Base  Ball  Club,  and  a  successful  player  of  na- 
tional reputation,  resides  in  \\'aterbury,  and  is  a 
native  of  that  city,  bom  July  i.  1857. 

Mortimer  Connor,  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  County  Kerry,  Ireland,  a  son  of  Daniel 
Connor,  a  native  of  the  same  county,  and  a  weaver 
by  trade.  He  came  to  the  United  States,  locating 
first  in  Albany,  X.  Y.,  later  in  Waterbury,  Conn., 
where  he  died.  ?\Iortimer  was  a  young  man  when 
he  came  to  Amtrica.  settling  in  VVaterburv,  where 
he  followed  the  trade  of  blacksmithing  up  to  his 
death,  which  occurred  about  twenty-five  years  ago. 
In  that  city  he  married  Catherine  Sullivan,  also  a 
native  of  Ireland,  daughter  of  Dennis  Sullivan,  who 
was  a  butcher,  followed  his  trade  in  the  old  coun- 
■  try,  and  died  there.  To  Mortimer  Connor  and  his 
wife  were  born  eleven  children,  as  follows:  Roger 
is  the  subject  of  these  lines :  Daniel  is  in  the  liquor 
business  in  Waterburv ;  Dennis  is  a  mechanic  in 
Waterburv:  Mathew's' whereabouts  are  not  known; 
Mortimer' died  in  189S;  Joseph  is  a  member  of  the 
Bridgeport  B.  1'..  C. :  Ilnnnah  married  Robert  Wil- 
son'  and  they   live   in  New  York;   Alary  married 


Jeremiah  Slatterv,  of  Waterbury;  Ellen  is  the  wife 
of  Lawrence  Rubanna,  of  Xew  York ;  Julia  (i)  and 
Julia  (2)  both  died  young.  The  mother  of  these 
is  yet  living. 

Roger  Connor  attended  the  local  schools  of 
\\'aterbury  until  he  was  seventeen  years  old,  and 
then  commenced  learning  the  trade  of  blacksmith 
with  his  father,  working  on  Dix  Island,  r^Iaine, 
where  the  stone  for  the  Xew  York  postofifice  build- 
ing was  quarried.  He  was  there  some  eighteen 
months,  and  on  his  return  home  commenced  "play- 
ing ball"  with  the  Monitor  Base  Ball  Club,  work- 
ing in  the  factories  in  winter  time.  This  was  in 
1875-76-77.  In  1878  he  went  to  Xew  Bedford  and 
played  with  the  club  there ;  was  also  with  the  Holy- 
oke  Xine,  American  Association,  and  was  captain 
of  that  team  in  1879.  In  the  following  year  he  went 
to  Troy,  N.  Y.,  and  played  in  the  League  three 
seasons — 1880-81-82;  then  signed  with  the  Xew 
York  Club,  and  remained  with  them  until  1891. 
In  1S92  he  went  to  Philadelphia,  and  played  with 
the  club  there  in  1893:  returned  to  New  York  and 
played  with  the  club  there,  1894;  fall  of  that  year 
went  with  the  St.  Louis  team,  and  played  with  them 
three  seasons,  during  the  last  year  being  their  cap- 
tain. In  1897  he  went  to  Fall  River,  Mass.,  and 
had  charge  of  the  team  there  that  season,  in  the  fol- 
lowing year  returning  to  Waterbury,  where  he  has 
since  managed  and  played  with  the  Waterbury  Club. 

On  June  15,  1882,  Mr.  Connor  married  Angelina 
Mayer,  of  Oneonta,  X.  Y.,  daughter  of  Jacob  Mayer, 
a  native  of  Germany.  Two  children  have  been  born 
to  this  union,  Cecelia  and  ]Marv ;  the  last  named 
died  at  the  age  of  one  year.  As  was  his  father  be- 
fore him,  Mr.  Connor  is  a  Democrat. 

HARRY  I.  CR.\MPTOX,  the  well-known  and 
efficient  assistant  superintendent  of  the  Goodyear 
Metallic  Rubber  Shoe  Co.,  of  Xaugatuck,  was  born 
in  Waterbury  Feb.  12.  i860,  and  belongs  to  an  old 
Connecticut  family  probably  of  English  descent. 
His  grandfather,  Jesse  Crampton,  was  a  native  of 
Madison,  Xew  Haven  county,  and  was  a  tanner 
and  currier  by  trade.  He  filled  the  office  of  justice 
of  the  peace  and  was  quite  a  prominent  man  in  his 
community.  He  married  Ruth  Bradley,  and  con- 
tinued to  make  his  home  in  Madison.  His  children 
were  Jonathan,  father  of  our  subject;  Samuel,  who 
is  living  retired  in  Aladison ;  Henrietta,  deceased 
wife  of  Samuel  Griswold,  of  Xew  Haven;  Will- 
iam, a  farmer  and  manufacturer  of  Madison,  now 
deceased ;  and  George,  a  carpenter  of  Madison. 

Jonathan  R.  Crampton  was  born  in  Madison  in 
1809,  and  in  early  life  engaged  in  school  teaching 
in  Xew  York  State  and  Ohio.  Subsequently  he 
was  employed  as  a  bookkeeper  in  Xew  York  City, 
and  still  later  conducted  a  woolen  mill  in  Water- 
ville.  Conn.  He  was  also  internal  revenue  collector 
for  some  vears,  and  was  an  ardent  Republican  in 
politics.  Honored  and  rosiiected  bv  all  who  knew 
,  him,  he  passed  away  in  Waterbury,  in  1S7.V     He 
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nii^rried  Susan  Starkoy.  a  native  of  Essex,  Conn.. 
and  a  daughter  of  Ricliard  Starkey,  who  was  a 
ship  carpenter  by  trade.  She  is  still  living  and 
now  makes  her  home  in  Xew  Haven. 

Harry  I.  Crampton  is  isi.xth  in  the  order  of  birth 
in  a  family  of  seven  children,  the  others  being  as 
follows :  William,  deceased,  was  employed  by  the 
Goodyear  India  Rubber  Glove  Co.,  of  Xaugatuck ; 
Ella  died  in  infancy;  Charles  is  station  agent  at 
Branford,  Conn.:  Emma  died  in  infancy;  George 
is  a  machinist  and  engraver  for  the  Goodyear  Me- 
tallic Rubber  Shoe  Co.,  of  Xaugatuck ;  and  How- 
ard is  employed  in  the  office  of  a  ribbon  manufactory 
of  New  York. 

The  education  of  Harry  I.  Crampton  was  ob- 
tained in  the  public  schools  of  Waterbury,  where 
he  pursued  his  studies  until  thirteen  years  of  age, 
and  then  entered  a  real  estate  office  in  that  place, 
where  he  was  employed  for  three  years.  He  next 
engaged  in  house  and  sign  oainting  until  the  fall 
of  1880,  when  he  came  to  Xaugatuck  and  entered 
the  office  of  the  Goodyear  Metallic  Rubber  Shoe 
Co.,  with  which  he  has  since  been  connected  with 
the  exception  of  two  years  from  1886  to  1888.  He 
has  worked  his  way  steadily  upward  from  office  boy 
to  his  present  responsible  position,  that  of  aisist- 
ant  superintendent. 

Mr.  Crampton  was  married,  ]May  3,  1883,  to 
Miss  Mary  Schenck,  of  Waterbury,  a  daughter  of 
John  Schenck,  who  came  from  X'ew  Jersey  and  was 
of  Gennan  extraction.  They  have  one  child, 
Charles.  Mr.  Crampton  was  reared  in  the  Congre- 
gational Church,  to  which  his  ancestors  all  be- 
longed. He  is  a  member  of  the  Knights  of  Pythias 
and  the  Improved  Order  of  Red  Men  at  Xaugatuck. 
and  affiliates  with  the  Republican  party.  For  twen- 
ty years  he  has  been  a  resident  of  Xaugatuck,  and 
is  not  only  highly  esteemed  by  his  fellow  citizens, 
but  has  the  confidence  and  respect  of  the  company 
with  %vhich  he  has  lone  been  connected,  as  is  at- 
tested by  his  frequent  promotions  and  \\k  appoint- 
ment to  the  important  position  which  he  is  now  so 
creditably  and  satisfactorily  filling. 

FREDERICK  M.  STEVEXS  has  in  his  influ- 
ential and  useful  career  aided  materiallv  in  making 
the  enviable  reputation  which  Waterbury  enjoys. 
He  has  mastered  his  business,  and  knows  all  its 
details,  and  those  for  whom  he  works  have  every 
confidence  in  his  honesty  and  ability.  Important 
responsibilities  are  placed  upon  liim,  and  never  has 
he  failed  to  meet  the  expectations  of  ability  and  in- 
tegrity. 

Mr.  Stevens  was  born  in  Danbury,  Conn.,  son 
of  Charles  T.  Stevens,  and  passed  his  early  days 
in  his  native  place,  where  he  was  a  student  in  the 
public  school.  The  scene  of  his  first  labor  when 
he  left  school  to  care  for  himself  was  the  Pacific 
Iron  Works,  at  Bridgeport,  this  State.  To  prepare 
himself  adequately  for  a  successful  career  in  the  in- 
dustrial world  the  voung  man  went  to  Cornell  Uni- 


versity, in  the  State  of  Xew  York,  where  he  studied 
mechanical  engineering  for  three  years.  In  1875 
Mr.  Stevens  came  to  Waterbury,  and  in  company 
with  .A..  S.  Upson  for  a  time  manufactured  sewing 
machine  needles.  After  this  the  Waterbury  Xeedle 
Co.  was  formed,  and  ■Mr.  Stevens  became  secretary 
of  the  concern.  When  this  house  passed  out  of 
business  he  associated  himself  with  W.  G.  Creamer 
&  Co.,  and  was  superintendent  of  their  factory  iii 
Brooklyn.  In  the  development  and  management 
of  several  other  enterprises  Mr.  Stevens  was  active- 
ly interested  until  he  came  back  to  Waterbury,  in 
1890,  in  which  year  he  was  made  sunerintendent  of 
the  Mathews  &  \\'illard  Manufacturing  Co.,  and  is- 
still  engaged  in  tliat  capacity. 

Mr.  Stevens  and  ]Miss  Cornelia  ^I.  Upson  were 
married  June  i,  1875.  Mrs.  Stevens  was  born  in 
Farmington,  but  has  always  lived  in  Waterbury. 
Air.  Stevens  is  a  Republican  in  political  opinion. 
Fraternally  he  belongs  to  Commonwealth  Lodge. 
X'o.  409,  F.  &  A.  M.,  of  Brooklyn,  and  to  Townsend 
Lodge,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  of  Waterbury.  He  attends  the 
Second  Congregational  Church,  to  which  his  family 
belong. 

SAMUEL  PARMELEE  WILLIAMS,  a  prom- 
inent real-estate  and  insurance  man  of  Waterbury,. 
and  doing  an  extensive  loan  business  as  well,  sus- 
tains a  fine  reputation  for  probity  and  ability.  Mr. 
Williams  was  born  in  Litchfield,  Conn.,  Aug.  8,. 
1846,  son  of  Robert  Williams,  who  was  born  in 
Watertown,  Connecticut. 

Samuel  Williams,  his  great-grandfather,  was- 
born  in  Berlin,  Conn.,  and  engaged  in  farming  in 
that  locality,  becoming  an  extensive  land  owner. 
He  was  a  representative  of  a  family  that  had  mi- 
grated to  Connecticut  from  Roxbury,  Mass.,  many 
members  of  whom  have  held  high  place  and  proven 
themselves  men  of  more  than  ordinary  ability  and 
standing. 

William  Russell  Williams,  the  grandfather  of 
Samuel  P.,  was  born  in  Berlin,  Conn.,  and  there 
grew  to  manhood.  He  served  as  a  private  in  the 
war  of  181 2.  By  his  marriage  with  Rebecca 
Castle  he  had  a  family  of  eight  children,  as  follows : 
( I )  Adeska,  who  married  Allan  Castle,  a  farmer 
in  Watertown;  (2)  Robert,  the  father  of  Samuel 
P- '•  (3)  William,  a  farmer  in  the  town  of  Litch- 
field, Conn.,  where  he  died ;  ( 4 )  Betsey,  who  mar- 
ried Sheldon  Morris,  of  Bridgeport;  (5)  Amelia, 
who  married  Bennett  Perry,  an  employe  of  the 
Wheeler  &  Wilson  Manufacturing  Co.,  at  Bridge- 
port; (6)  Samuel,  a  merchant  at  Cincinnati,  Ohio, 
where  he  died;  (7)  Mary,  who  married  James 
Canfield,  a  wholesale  grocer;  and  (8)  Abbie,  who 
married  Henry  Xeal,  a  mechanic  of  Litchfield.  Mr. 
Williams  was  a  farmer  and  cattle  dealer. 

Robert  Williams,  the  father  of  Samuel  P.,  was 
horn  in  1810,  and  dierl  in  Litchfield.  Conn.,  at  the 
age  of  eighty-one.  He  was  a  tailor  for  sixty  years 
in  the  latter  place.    At  the  time  the  "Astor  Hcflise' 
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wa.s  lu-iiig  huilt  in  Xew  York  City,  and  its  pro- 
prietor, Joliii  Jacob  Astor,  was  incurring  consider- 
able ridicule  for  building  so  far  out  of  town,  Mr. 
Williams  was  in  that  city  learning  his  trade.  He 
niarried  Helen  E.  Trowbridge,  who  was  born  in 
Litchfield,  daughter  of  James  Trowbridge.  She 
died  in  \\'aterbury.  The  Trowbridge  family  is  of 
English  origin,  and  fcr  many  years  has  been  lo- 
cated in  this  State.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Robert  Will- 
iams were  the  parents  of  four  children :  Helen, 
who  died  at  the  early  age  of  twenty-one ;  William  i 
R.,  connected  with  the  Waterbury  Brass  Co. ;  i 
Charles  P.,  who  died  in  1873,  an  employe  of  the 
Miller  &  Peck  Dry  Goods  Co.  for  many  years ; 
and  Samuel  P, 

Sanuiel  P.  Williams  spent  the  first  nineteen 
vears  of  his  life  in  Litchtielil,  and  on  leaving  his 
home  secured  a  position  with  Cowles  &  Leete, 
wholesale  druggists  at  Xew  Haven.  For  two  years 
he  was  with  that  firm,  gaining  a  good  knowledge 
of  the  drug  business,  and  then  went  back  to  Litch- 
field to  hold  the  chief  clerkship  in  the  postoffice 
there.  In  1868  Mr.  William*  came  to  Waterbury 
and  entered  the  employ  of  the  Apothecaries  Hall 
Co.,  where  he  was  engaged  until  1870.  That  year. 
in  company  w-ith  William  C.  Hillard,  he  engaged 
in  the  drug  business  under  the  firm  name  of  Hillard 
&  William?.  The  new  firm  did  a  good  business, 
and  in  1875  Mr.  Williams  bought  out  his  partner, 
becoming  sole  proprietor  of  the  establishment.  For 
some  twelve  years  he  continued  in  the  business, 
and  in  1887  sold  out  his  store,  engaging  in  the 
real-estate,  loan  and'  insurance  business,  which  he 
has  followed  to  the  present  time.  Air.  Williams  is 
a  very  extensive  money  loaner,  and  has  probably 
handled  more  money  in  this  way  than  some  of  the 
local  banks,  who  are  his  customers.  He  made  one 
loan  of  $300,000.  and  another  of  $125,000.  He  is 
president  of  the  Tennessee  River  Navigation  Co., 
doing  business  on  the  Tennessee  river  from  Kings- 
ton, Tenn.,  to  Decatur,  Ala.,  about  four  hundred 
miles,  with  headquarters  at  Chattanooga. 

In  1873  Air.  Williams  niarried  Ella  S.  Rice, 
daughter  of  A.  F.  Rice,  whose  sketch  appears  else- 
where. Three  children  were  born  to  this  union : 
Helen  T.,  Samuel  P.,  Jr.,  and  Dorothy  E.  Mr. 
Williams  is  a  Republican,  and  has  been  elected  treas- 
urer of  the  town.  In  local  politics  he  has  taken  an 
active  part,  and  for  many  years  has  been  a  member 
of  the  town  committee,  serving  as  its  chairman  for 
about  eight  vears.  For  nearly  thirty-five  years  he 
has  attended  the  services  of  St.  John's  Church,  and 
has  filled  the  position  of  vestryman  in  that  body. 
Mr.  Williams  has  always  identified  himself  with 
all  kinds  of  open-air  athletics,  and  with  William  B. 
Merriman  has  held  the  State  championship  in  lawn 
tennis.     Socially  he  belongs  to  the  Waterbury  Club. 

EDWIX  HAMPSOX  WTRTEMBURG.  a  pro- 

.gressive  and  enterprising  hiis!r.es~  m;in  of  Ansonia. 
was  born  Aug.  jfj,  1857,  in  Bridgeport,  Conn.,  son 
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'if  X'altnn  Wirtcmburg,  and  grandson  of  Bartholo- 
mew Wirtemburg.  He  is  of  German  and  English 
extraction,  and  has  held  an  honorable  place  for  many 
years.  In  the  early  history  of  South  Germany  that 
countrv  was  ruled  bv  a  number  of  large  land  own- 
ers, who  often  took  their  names  from  their  prop- 
ertv  or  from  some  achievement  in  their  family  his- 
tory. The  former  was  the  case  with  the  Wirtem- 
burg family,  who  ruled  over  a  large  tract  of  moun- 
tainous countrv  bordering  on  the  Black  Forest.  The 
name  was  originally  Writt-um-berg,  meaning 
"lord  of  mountain,"  which  afterward  became  a  por- 
tion of  what  is  now  South  Germany,  the  state  of 
W'urtemberg. 

Bartholomew  Wirtemburg  was  an  officer  in  that 
part  of  the  German  army  that  saw  service  under 
Napoleon  Bonaparte,  and  he  took  part  in  the  famous 
Moscow  campaign,  serving  fourteen  years  in  the 
army,  and  receiving  a  gold  medal  for  his  service- 
He  was  a  prominent  citizen  of  Augmesingen,  Wur- 
tembcrg,  Germany.  After  retiring  from  the  armv 
he  held  the  position  of  burgomaster  of  the  city  of 
Augmesingen  until  his  death,  the  office  passing 
down  to  the  eldest  male  child,  next  in  line,  living 
in  that  craintry ;  it  is  held  at  the  present  time  by  a 
cousin  of  our  subject. 

\"alton  Wirtemburg.  our  subject's  father,  was 
born  in  Augmesingen.  Germany,  Feb.  12.  1832,  was- 
graduated  from  the  theological  seminary  at  Obern- 
dorf.  Germany,  and  came  to  America  soon  after- 
ward, settling' in  New  Milford.  Conn.  In  1861  he 
moved  to  Derby,  Conn.,  where  he  had  charge  of  the 
furniture  factory  of  Summers  &  Lewis.  In  1S65 
he  formed  a  partnership  with  O.  B.  Coles,  of  New 
Milford,  for  the  manufacture  of  furniture,  irr 
Bridgeport.  Conn.  In  1876  he  moved  back  to  Derbv 
and  'took  a  position  with  the  Sterling  Piano  & 
Organ  Co..  but  finallv  located  in  Ansonia.  In  i8qc> 
he  ""retired  from  active  business.  Mr.  Wirtemburg 
was  the  first  senior  warden  elected  in  Emmanuel 
P.  E.  Church,  and  has  held  that  position  continu- 
ouslv  ever  since :  he  has  been  superintendent  of  the 
Sundav-school  from  its  incorporation.  He  is  a 
member  of  Housatonic  Lodge.  No.  6.  I.  O.  a  F.. 
of  Derbv.  He  married  Elizabeth  Hampson  SRaw, 
who  wa>  born  in  Ripenden.  near  Halifax,  \ork- 
.hire  Fno-land.  a  daughter  of  Thomas  and  Elizabeth 
Shaw  and  granddaughter  of.  Sir  John  Hampson. 
o  Hampson  Court.  Yorkshire.  Her  father  was  art 
officer  n  the  British  dragoons,  and  fought  under 
the  Duke  of  Wellington  at  the  battle  ot  Water^ 
He  died  at  the  age  of  eighty-nine  2;ear.  O";^"^- 
Sect's  mother  died  m  the  year  18/8.  at_  the  age  01 
iony-^^e  vears.  She  was  the  mother  ot  seven  chd- 
W  of  whom  four  are  living:  Ed^n  Han^jsoi. 
our  subject;  Emma  E  wite  ^^  Davul  S.^Ii  e 
sunerintendent  of  the  Seymour  Mtg.  Co  George 
ir  fo  eman  of  the  Mathews  Mfg.  Co.,  of  Seymou  . 
and   J  'q'h   P..    chief     engineer   of    the    Seymour 

^''Oi^'subjecfs  early  years  were  spent  in  Bridge- 
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port.  Conn.,  where  lie  rt./.ived  a  jmblic-scliool  al- 
■  ucation.  In  187J  he  nKi\cJ  i"  Licrby  to  take  a  po- 
sition with  the  SterHng  Piano  &  Organ  Co.,  and  on 
leaving  there,  five  years  later,  lie  spent  five  years 
engaged  in  the  manufacture  oi  cigars  at  Southing- 
ton,  Conn.  In  18S8  he  located  at  Columbus,  Ohio, 
whence  he  removed  to  Ansonia.  In  1&J4  he  went 
to  California,  where  he  took  charge  pf  the  Eagle 
Milling  &  Gold  2^Iining  Co.,  located  at  Placerville, 
Eldorado  county,  as  manager  and  part  owner.  Re- 
turning later  to  Ansonia,  he  started  the  grocery 
Lusiness,  which  was  very  successful.  In  the  early 
part  of  1901  he  retired  from  the  grncery  business 
in  Ansonia,  and  has  since  divided  his  time  between 
his  property  in  Ansonia  and  at 'Cedar  Beach,  Mil- 
ford,  Conn.  He  is  also  interested  in  a  large  prop- 
erty in  Virginia. 

On  Jan.  10,  1877,  Mr.  Wirtemburg  married 
Miss  Susan  Jackson,  a  daughter  of  John  and  Eliza- 
"beth  Jackson,  and  they  had  one  daughter,  Jessie 
Norma  Wirtcmburg,  who  was  married,  April  20. 
1897,  to  Jerome  D.  Perkins.  She  was  a  member  of 
the  local  musical  circle,  and  organist  of  the  Em- 
inanuel  Church  for  several  years ;  she  died  Xov.  24, 
1900. 

Politically  our  subject  is  a  Republican.  He 
also  takes  active  interest  in  church  work,  having 
been  clerk  of  Emmanuel  Church  oarish  since  it  was 
incorporated,  and  took  charge  of  the  musical  part 
of  the  service  for  a  number  of  years.  Fraternally 
he  is  a  merjiber  of  Eureka  Lodge,  Xo.  75,  I.  O.  O. 
F.,  of  Plantsville,  in  which  he  has  held  various  of- 
fices. He  is  one  of  the  oldest  living  members  of  the 
Hotchkiss  Hose  Company,  of  Derby,  and  a  charter 
member  of  the  Southington  Hook  &  Ladder  Co., 
No.  I. 

SAMUEL  N.  OVIATT,  a  leading  merchant  of 
Milford,  was  born  in  that  town  Sept.  17,  1840,  son 
of  Samuel  and  Abigail    (Ford)   Oviatt.  ; 

The  Oviatt  family  is  probably  of  Welsh  origin,   ' 
and  our   subject   traces   nis   descent   from  Thomas 
Oviatt,  one  of, the  first  settlers  in  Milford.     Samuel   : 
Oviatt  (i),  his  great-great-grandfather,  and  Sam- 
uel  Oviatt    (2),  his   great-grandfather,   were   both 
born  in  Milford.    Abel  Oviatt,  our  subject's  grand- 
father, was  also  a  native  of  Milford,  and  for  many 
years  followed  the  sea.    While  on  his  trips  he  made 
a  practice  of  purchasing  molasses  for  his  sons  to   - 
sell  in  Milford,  and  it  may  be  said  that  their  grocery   ■ 
business  was  established  there  in  that  way  in  1820. 
He  died  in   1850,  aged  eighty-one  years.     He  and 
his  wife,  whose  maiden  name  was  Margaret  Mal- 
lory,  became  the  parents  of  two  children :     Samuel, 
our  subject's  father;  and  Curtis,  who  was  in  part- 
nership in  the  grocery  business  with  his  brother  for  ; 
a  short  time,  and  also  in  a  tannery  and  lumber  yard,   ■ 
and  on  selling  his  interest  to  his  brother  engaged   j 
in  teaching  school.  j 

Samuel   Oviatt.  our  subject's  father,  was  born   ' 
and    reared    in    Milford,    and    died    there    Sept.    4, 


1876.  He  was  an  indeperdi.nt  in  politics  and  a 
Congregationalist  in  religion.  He  continued  the 
grocery  business  until  1850.  when  he  retired  to  his 
farm  to  spend  his  declining  years.  He  married 
,  Abigail  Ford,  of  Milford,  whose  mother,  Eunice 
(Treat)  Ford,  was  a  granddaughter  of  Gov.  Treat. 
Mrs.  Oviatt  died  leaving  a  family  of  three  children: 
Juliette,  wife  of  Charles  Tuttle.  a  shoemaker  and 
tailor  in  IMilford :  Mary,  wife  of  Lewis  B.  Malett, 
a  butcher  of  Stratford;  and  Samuel  N.,  our  subject. 
The  father  iserved  for  some  time  in  the  local  gren- 
adiers. 

During  boyhood  Samuel  X.  Oviatt  attended  the 
schools  of  Milford,  and  later  Williston  Seminary, 
where  lie  was  graduated  in  1867.  He  then  entered 
Yale  College,  but  sickness  compelled  him  to  give 
up  his  course,  although  he  afterward  tutored  for  a 
time  and  studied  theology  in  LTnion  Theological 
Seminary,  Xew  York.  While  there  he  sang  in  one 
of  the  churches,  and  was  in  W.  H.  Dana's  orchestra, 
playing  the  'cello.  In  1872  he  engaged  in  his 
present  business,  as  a  dealer  in  dry  goods  and  gro- 
ceries, feed,  hardware  and  similar  commodities,  in 
which  he  has  been  very  successful,  his  store  on 
West  Main  street  being  well  patronized. 

On  July  16,  187.^,  Mr.  Oviatt  married  IMiss 
Mary  Furman,  of  Milford,  a  daughter  of  Flenry 
Furman,  of  western  X'ew  York.  Two  children 
have  blessed  this  union :  Lorenzo  Pratt  and  Abbie, 
both  at  home.  Lorenzo  is  now  (1902)  in  his  sec- 
ond year  as  a  student  in  the  music  department  of 
Yale,  and  is  musical  director  for  the  Y.  M.  C.  A, 
of  his  county.  His  instrument  is  the  organ.  ^Ir. 
Oviatt,  like  others  of  his  family,  is  independent  in 
politics.  He  is  connected  with  various  organiza- 
tions, including  uie  National  Provident  Union  and 
the  Masonic  fraternity,  in  which  latter  he  was  made 
master  in  1866.  As  a  member  of  the  First  Congre- 
gational Church  he  has  been  active  in  religious 
work,  serving  as  superintendent  of  the  Sunday- 
school,  and  as  deacon. 

WILLIAM  H.  JOHXSTON,  a  leading  agri- 
culturist and  highly  esteemed  citizen  of  Waterburv, 
Xew  Haven  county,  residing  on  the  Bradleyville 
road,  was  born  in  Newark,  N.  J.,  Nov.  15,  1857, 
and  is  of  Scotch-Irish  descent. 

Archibald  Johnston,  his  father,  was  born  in 
County  Fermanagh,  Ireland,  and  came  to  America 
when  a  young  man.  He  first  located  in  X^'ewark, 
X.  J.,  where  for  some  years  he  served  as  foreman 
for  his  father-in-law,  William  Beard,  a  contractor 
and  dealer  in  coal,  and  later  had  charge  of  his  busi- 
ness in  Brooklyn,  making  his  home  there.  There  ■ 
he  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Eliza  Ann 
Beard,  a  native  of  Brooklyn,  and  to  them  were  bom 
three  children:  Mary  and  Edith,  who  died  young; 
and  William  H.,  our  subject.  The  parents  both  died 
in  Brooklyn,  the  father  in  1884.  the  mother  in  1862, 
and  their  remains  were  interred  in  Greenwood  cem- 
etery.   Tiiey  were  members  of  the  Episcopal  Church 
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and  w  crc  heUI  in  high  rcs:^arcl  by  all  who  knew  them. 
J IV  his  political  views  the  father  was  a  Democrat. 
Vor  his  second  wife  he  married  Delia  Norton,  who 
died  in  Brooklyn  in  1886,  and  was  also  buried  in 
Cirecuwcod  cemetery.  l!y  that  union  there  was  one 
son,  Charles  Francis,  who  is  a  resident  of  Water- 
bury,  Connecticut. 

William  H.  Johnston  attended  the  public  schools 
of  Brooklyn,  and  also  a  polytechnic  school,  from 
which  he  was  graduated.  He  began  his  business  life 
in  the  otifice  of  J.  P.  and  G.  C.  Robinson,  of  Xew 
York,  with  whom  he  remained  seven  years,  and  in 
1878  came  to  Waterburv,  Xew  Haven  Co.,  Conn., 
and  purchased  the  Wheaton  farm  of  108  acres,  on 
the  Bradley ville  road,  upon  which  he  has  made 
many  useful  and  valuable  improvements  that  add 
greatly  to  its  attractive  appearance.  As  an  agricult- 
urist he  has  met  with  success,  becoming  quite  well- 
to-do. 

On  Aug.  3,  1881,  in  Waterbury.  Mr.  Johnston 
married  Aliss  Fanny  Tracy,  a  native  of  [Morris, 
Conn.,  and  a  sister  of  George  Tracy,  a  contractor 
of  Waterbury,  in  whose  sketch  will  be  found  a 
history  of  her  family.  Mrs.  Johnston  received  a 
good  high-school  education,  and  for  seventeen  years 
successfully  engaged  in  teaching  in  W'atertown, 
Litchfield,  Wolcott,  Thomaston  and  ^^liddlebury. 
Conn.  Mr.  and  [Mrs.  Johnston  have  four  children, 
whose  names  and  dates  of  birth  are  as  follows: 
Daisv  Edith,  March  28,  1884:  Bella  M.,  Julv  31, 
1886;  William  F.,  April  30,  i88g:  and  Archibald 
L.,  May  11,  1892.  The  family  attend  the  Episcopal 
Church,  and  are  quite  prominent  sociall)-  in  the 
community  where  they  reside. 

Politically  Mr.  Johnston  is  not  identified  with 
any  particular  party,  but  casts  his  ballot  for  the 
men  whom  he  believes  best  qualified  to  fill  the  of- 
fices. Fraternally  he  is  a  member  of  the  I.  O.  O.  F. ; 
the  Knights  of  Pythias ;  the  Benevolent  and  Pro- 
tective Order  of  Elks :  the  Independent  Order  of 
Foresters;  and  the  Improved  Order  of  Red  Men. 
He  has  traveled  extensively  in  Europe  and  Amer- 
ica, and  has  become,  as  every  traveler  should,  a 
man  of  broad  mind  and  liberal  views.  He  is  gen- 
erous, progressive  and  charitable,  and  is  very  pop- 
ular with  a  wide  circle  of  friends  and  acquaintances. 

TIMOTHY  O'ROURKE,  proprietor  of  a  pop- 
ular grocery  and  grain  and  feed  business  in  Water- 
bury, is  a  native  of  Ireland,  born  in  1850  in  County 
Kerry,  son  of  John  and  Honora  (McEllegott) 
O'Rourke,  both  also  natives  of  County  Kerry. 

John  O'Rourke  came  with  his  family  to  the 
United  States,  settling  in  Waterbury,  where  he  was 
employed  in  a  button  shop;  he  died  in  iSt>5.  His 
wife  passed  away  in  i8g8.  They  were  the  parents 
of  six  children:  Timothy  is  the  eldest;  Joanna  is 
the  wife  of  John  McCarty.  of  Waterbury;  Eliza- 
beth, the  wife  of  Eugene  Lynch,  died  in  Water- 
bury; Flonora  is  the  wife  oi  Michael  Sheeliar.,  '.n  ■ 
Waterbury;   John    lives    in    Erid.geport,    where    he 
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follows  the  busin^'ss  of  collector;  and  William  died 
in  Xew  York. 

Timothy  O'Rourke  received  his  education  in  his 
native  land,  and  at  the  age  of  seventeen  came  to 
America,  settling  in  Waterbury,  where  he  has  ever 
since  made  his  home.  For  a  time  he  worked  for 
Brown  Bros.,  also  for  Benedict  &  Burnham,  and 
later  in  the  clock-case  shops.  In  1875  he  embarked 
in  his  present  grocery  and  liquor  business  on  Sco- 
vill  street,  to  which  he  in  1892  added  grain  and 
feed,  and  has  been  most  deservedly  successful.  He 
is  wholesale  agent  for  the  Xew  England  Brewing 
Co.  for  the  Xaugatuck  valley,  and  has  been  one 
of  the  directors  of  same  since  April  i,  1901.  In 
1878  he  built  a  brick  block  on  Scovill  street,  and 
in  1888  another  brick  block  on  that  street.  He  has 
made  all  he  possesses  by  hard  work,  coupled  with 
sound  judgment  and  good  management. 

In  1871  Mr.  O'Rourke  married  Ellen  AUman, 
a  native  of  Ireland,  and  ten  children  have  been  born 
to  them,  five  of  whom  are  yet  living:  James, 
Xorean,  Timothy,  Ellen  and  Josephine.  The  family 
attend  the  services  of  the  Church  of  the  Immaculate 
Conception,  Waterbury.  Socially  Mr.  O'Rourke  is 
a  member  of  the  Knights  of  Columbus,  the  Hepta- 
sophs,  the  Foresters  of  America  and  the  Ancient 
Order  of  Hibernians.  In  politics  he  is  a  Democrat, 
and  has  served  as  councilman,  also  as  alderman 
of  the  Fifth  ward,  and  at  the  present  time  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  town  committee. 

NICHOLAS  JEXKIN-S.  former  assistant  su- 
perintendent and  designer  for  the  Holmes,  Booth 
&  Hay  dens  Mfg.  Co.,  Waterbury,  was  born  on  the 
Atlantic  ocean  between  the  years  1835  and  1840, 
while  his  parents  were  on  their  way  to  this  country. 

Richard  Jenkins,  his  father,  born  in  England, 
was  a  blacksmith  by  trade,  al,so  a  veterinary  sur- 
geon. On  arriving  in  the  United  States,  he  came 
to  Butifalo,  X'.  Y..  and  was  there  employed  by  the 
Ohio  Stage  Co.,  and  then  went  to  Ontario  to  work 
for  the  same  company.  He  died  about  1850,  the 
father  of  seven  children :  Mary,  the  eldest,  is  the 
widow  of  Jacob  Johnson,  who  was  a  tailor  by  trade, 
and  she  lives  in  Hamilton,  Ontario ;  Jane,  Joseph 
and  William  are  deceased;  two  died  in  infancy; 
Xicholas,  our  subject,  is  the  youngest,  and  the 
mother  died  about  the  time  of  his  birth. 

Xicholas  Jenkins  received  his  education  in  part 
in  Buffalo,  X.  Y.,  in  part  in  Xiagara  Falls,  X.  Y., 
and  he  also  attended  school  in  Hamilton,  Ont., 
while  with  his  sister.  At  the  age  of  fifteen  he  com- 
menced learning  the  cabinet-making  trade,  paint- 
ing and  decoratin,g,  etc.,  serving  his  apprenticeship 
in  Hamilton  and  Buft'alo.  For  two  years  he  fol- 
lowed painting  and  decorating  in  Wattsburg,  Pa., 
and  then  returned  to  Buffalo,  and  after  considerable 
time  passed  in  that  city  in  his  line  of  work  he  re- 
moved to  Xew  York  City,  where  he  was  similarly 
Linployed  for  some  lime.  He  was  also  in  Boston, 
[\Iass.,  and  Xew  Haven,  Conn.,  where  Ik-  exhibited 
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a  niacliin'e  he  had  invriiUil  icr  sinkiii'::;-  iiioMs  in 
solid  wood,  for  the  making  ct  door  panels.  This 
machine  was  known  as  the  Jenkins  Paneling  Ma- 
chine. He  also  invented  tools  to  sink  molds  in 
marble;  and  invented  a  substitute  for  whale  bone, 
which  was  made  of  braided  wire.  His  paneling 
machine  was  exhibited  at  the  Centennial  Exposi- 
tion in  1S76  at  Philadelphia,  but  unf-ortunately  for 
Mr.  Jenkins  the  invention  did  not  prove  a  financial 
success  to  him.  In  1879,  while  in  Xew  Haven, 
working  at  his  inventions,  the  Holmes,  Booth  & 
Haydens  Mfg.  Co.,  sought  liis  services  and  the  right 
to  manufacture  his  goods.  Of  the  latter  they  made 
a  failure,  but  Mr.  Jenkins  remained  m  their  em- 
ploy until  January,   iQOi. 

While  living  in  Euftalo  ^Nlr.  Jenkins  married 
Miss  M.  J.  Tucker,  who  died  in  Xew  York  City. 
Three  children  were  bom  of  this  marriage,  of  whom 
two  died  in  infancy;  the  other,  L.  B.,  married  H. 
E.  Brunt,  had  two  children,  and  died  in  1880.  In 
1870  Mr.  Jenkins  married  Fannie  C.  Doane.  of  Bos- 
ton, Mass.  They  attend  the  services  of  the  Con- 
gregational Church.  Socially  he  is  a  member  of 
the  Ancient  Order  of  United  Workmen,  of  the 
New  England  Order  of  Protection,  and  other  bene- 
ficiary societies ;  in  politics  he  is  independent. 

JOHN  MERRTA^^I  PAGE  comes  of  a  family 
of  English  descent.  His  grandfather,  Benjamin 
Page,  was  born  in  Xorth  Branford,  Xew  Haven 
county,  and  was  a  farmer  by  occupation.  His  fam- 
ily consisted  of  four  children,  Esther,  Lois,  Benja- 
min (father  of  John  M.)  and  Daniel.  Esther  mar- 
ried Augustus  Rogers,  a  young  farmer  of  the  town 
■  in  which  she  had  been  born  and  grown  to  woman- 
hood, and  after  her  death  he  married  her  sister 
Lois.  Daniel,  who  was  also  a  farmer,  died  while 
yet  a  young  man. 

Benjamin  Page  (2),  the  father  of  John  M.,  was 
also  born  in  North  Branford.  He  m.arried  Sarah  E. 
Merriam,  of  Meriden,  and  they  became  the  parents 
of  five  children:  (  i)  John  M.  is  mentioned  below. 
(2)Charles  is  a  Congregational  minister,  residing 
in  North  Branford,  wlure  he  wields  a  strong  po- 
litical influence.  (  3  )  Benjamin  is  one  of  the  promi- 
nent and  influential  citizens  of  Meriden,  where  he 
carries  on  an  insurance  business.  He  has  been 
mayor  of  the  city,  and  has  represented  his  district 
in  the  Legislature.  (4)  Martha  married  T.  A. 
Smith,  a  successful  merchant  and  farmer  of  Xorth- 
ford.  (5)  Robert,  who  has  never  married,  lives 
in  the  old  homestead.  Benjamin  Page  12),  the 
father,  inherited  the  old  homestead  and  engaged  in 
farming.  He  was  a  man  who  commanded  re- 
spect alike  by  the  force  of  his  intellect  and  the 
sturdy  integrity  of  his  character.  He  was  a  Dem- 
ocrat in  politics,  and  for  many  years  filled  various 
local  offices,  among  them  those  of  town  clerk,  town 
treasurer  and  justice  of  the  peace. 

John  M.  Page  was  ln'rn  Ic!).  14.  i.'^^S.  in  Xort'i 
Branford.      His   attendance    at    the   district    school 


was  supplemented  bv  a  year's  training  in  r\Ieriden. 
and  at  tlie  age  of  seventeen  he  was  apprenticed  to 
the  tinner's  trade,  at  Xorth  ford.  After  becoming  a 
joumeyman  he  worked  there,  as  well  as  at  Clin- 
ton and  at  Xewark.  X.  J.  In  1874  he  settled  at 
X'augatuck,  where  he  purchased  a  general  hardware 
and  tinware  business.  To  its  management  he  brought 
keen  perception  and  deep  penetration,  untiring  in- 
dustry and  practical  knowledge,  a  laudable  ambition 
and  the  faeult}'  of  giving  close  attention  to  every 
detail.  He  has  prospered  greatly,  his  success  being 
the  natural  outcome  of  his  own  efforts.  The  busi- 
ness, now  conducted  by  the  firm  of  John  AL  Page  & 
Co.,  is  located  in  the  building  in  Church  street, 
and  in  addition  to  the  general  hardware  business 
they  do  plumldng,  besides  contracting  for  the  in- 
stallation of  steam,  hot-air  and  hot-water  heating 
apparatus  and  plants..  They  also  manufacture  tin, 
sheet  iron,  brass  and  copper  ware. 

Forty-one  years  ago  Mr.  Page  married  Miss 
Carrie  C.  Cook,  a  daughter  of  Leverett  Cook,  of 
W'allingford.  The  only  child  born  of  the  union  died 
in  infancy.  After  the  death  of  his  first  wife  ^Ir. 
Page  married  Rebecca,  daughter  of  Harry  Will- 
iams, also  of  Wallingford.  They  had  four  daugh- 
ters:  Carrie  C.  who  married  Horace  E.  Baldwin, 
of  X'augatuck ;  Xellie  ^L,  who  became  the  wife  of 
W.  P.  Clark,  formerly  of  Prospect,  but  now  of 
Xaugatuck ;  Leafie  B..  now  iNIrs.  W.  H.  ]\Iiner,  of 
the  same  town  ;  and  ]\Iattie  R.,  who  was  united  to 
Frank  Squires,  of  Xaugatuck.  After  the  death  of 
Mrs.  Rebecca  Page  our  subject  married  Miss  Sarah 
C.  Williams,  of  Meriden,  whose  father,  Henry  Will- 
iams, was  a  citizen  of  Wallingford. 

Air.  Page  is  a  Democrat,  and  has  been  repeatedls- 
[  the  successful  candidate  of  his  partv  for  various 
I  important  offices.  For  more  than  a  decade  he  was 
j  town  treasurer,  in  1898  he  was  chosen  a  member  of 
I  the  Legislature,  to  which  he  was  re-elected  in  1900. 
i  For  nearly  twenty  years  he  has  been  senior  warden 
j  of  St.  Michael's  Episcopal  parish.  He  is  a  thirty- 
!  second-degree  Mason,  affiliating  with  Corinthian 
'  Lodge,  Xo.  103.  A.  F.  &  A.  ^NL;  Allerton  Chapter. 
Xo.  39.  R.  A.  M.;  Waterbury  Council,  Xo.  21,  R. 
j  &  S.  AI. ;  Clark  Conmiandery,  No.  7,  K.  T. ;  Doric 
;  Lodge  of  Perfection,  Xo.  14,  A.  &  A.  S.  R. ;  Ionic 
;  Council,  Xo.  16,  P.  of  J.,  A.  &  A.  S.  R. :  Lafayette 
[  Sovereign  Consistory  (32d  degree),  A.  &  A.  S'.  R. ; 
j  Pyramid  Temple,  A.  A.  O.  N.  M.  S.;  Evergreen 
I  Chapter,  Xo.  22.  O.  E.  S. ;  and  Court  Xo.  2.  Or- 
i   der  of  the  Amaranth. 

1  REV.  FRAXKLIN  COUXTRYMAX.  Only 
the  history  of  the  good  and  great  comes  down  to  us 
through  the  ages.  The  true  religion  has  been  the 
'  strongest  influence  known  to  man  through  all  time. 
,  while  the  many  false  doctrines  that  have  sprung  up 
!  have  flourished  only  for  a  day  and  then  vanished. 
i  More  potent  at  the  present  time  than  at  any  period 
i  in  the  wnrld's  history  are  the  work  and  influence 
I  of  Chriitianiiy,  and  among  those  who  are  devoting 
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thiir  live?  to  its  incu'.catioi!  aiiU'nt;-  men  is.  Mr. 
Coiintrynian,  the  honored  pastor  of  the  Congrega- 
tional  Church  of  North   Branford. 

The  Countryman  (or  Landniann)  family  was 
founded  in  America  liv  three  hrothers,  who  emi- 
grated from  Gcrmanv  in  1710  or  1711.  and  took  up 
land  in  tlie  Mohawk  \'a!Iey,  Xew  York.  From 
Conrad,  one  of.  these  hrothers.  our  subject  traces 
his  descent.  He  secured  a  tract  of  land  near  that 
of  hisi  brothers,  and  while  clearing  the  same  for 
farm  purposes,  he  also  engaged  in  hunting.  His 
son,  Jacob  Countryman,  born,  probal)ly,  1732,  was 
a  soldier  of  the  Revolutionary  war  in  Col.  Clyde's 
regiment  of  the  line,  under  the  immediate  command 
of  Capt.  Diefendorf.  and  took  part  in  various  en- 
gagements. The  next  in  direct  descent  was  Nich- 
olas Countryman,  who  was  born  in  1762  or  1763, 
and  died  in  1837.  He  first  married  Christina 
Outhout,  who  died  in  1824,  aged  sixty  years.  His 
second  wife,  Charity  Petten,  survived  him  several 
years.  One  son  by  the  first  union,  Nicholas  Coun- 
tryman (2),  was  born  in  Stark,  Herkimer  Co.,  N. 
Y.,  in  1800,  and  was  the  youngest  of  the  family. 
He  resided  in  his  native  county  for  many  years  and 
followed  stone  cutting  or  the  mason's  trade.  He 
tlied  in  Montgomery  county,  N.  Y.,  in  1S73.  His 
wife,  who  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Betsy  Ann  C. 
I-Ickler,  was  also  born  in  Stark,  Herkimer  Co., 
N.  Y.,  in  1799,  and  died  in  1881.  Her  grandfa- 
ther, Capt.  Henry  Eckler,  served  as  a  soldier  in  the 
Revolutionary  war,  and  attained  considerable  local 
distinction  as  an  Indian  fighter.  Her  father,  Jacob 
Eckler,  was  once  carried  awav  bv  the  red  men,  and 
had  his  ears  pierced  by  them.  In  Minden,  N.  Y., 
he  married  a  ^liss  Fetterly,  and  died  in  1800,  at 
about  the  age  of  ninety-five  }ears.  The  children 
born  to  Nicholas  and  Betsy  Ann  (Eckler)  Coun- 
tryman were  as  follows:  Jacob,  deceased:  Mary, 
widow  of  Dewitt  C.  Richardson,  of  Michigan; 
Lydia,  who  died  at  the  age  of  twenty  years;  Caro- 
line, who  married  John  Cronkhite,  deceased;  Nich- 
olas, father  of  our  subject:  Asa,  a  retired  minister, 
who  has  had  charges  in  Massachusetts,  Connecti- 
cut, Iowa,  Illinois  and  New  Me.xico  ;  Levi,  who  went 
to  California  in  the  early  'fifties,  and  has  not  since 
been  heard  from;  Alfred,  a  resident  of  Brooklyn, 
N.  Y. ;  Paul,  a  resident  of  Michigan  ;  Elizabeth,  who 
married  G.  P.  Cummings,  and  resides  in  Iowa ;  and 
Eliza,  who  married  Alonzo  Saunders. 

Nicholas  Countryman  (3),  the  father  of  our 
subject,  was  born  in  the  towii  of  Stark,  Herkimer 
Co.,  N.  Y.,  Oct.  25,  1825,  and  is  now  a  resident 
.  of  New  Haven.  Throughout  his  active  business  life 
he  was  a  contractor  and  builder,  and  erected  many 
of  the  finest  buildings  in  that  city,  including  the  city 
ball,  St.  Thomas'  Church,  St.  John's  Roman  Cath- 
olic Church  and  the  Church  of  the  Sacred  Heart. 
He  was  also  part  owner  of  a  planing  mill  for  many 
years,  but  is  now  living  retired  from  active  labor. 
In  his  political  views  he  is  a  Dc:;i'.crat,  and  has 
served  as  alderman  from  hii  ward  and  as  a  mem- 


ber of  the  board  of  selectmen.  For  many  years  he 
has  been  an  active  and  prominent  member  of  the 
Howard  Avenue  Congregational  Church,  and  is  a 
man  highly  respected  by  all  who  know  him.  In 
1848  he  was  married,  in  this  State,  to  Louisa  Hine, 
who  was  born  May  30,  1825.  a  daughter  of  Heze- 
kiah  and  Abigail  (Talmadge)  Hine.  By  this  union 
were  born  seven  children,  namely:  Franklin,  our 
subject;  W.  A.,  who  was  employed  on  the  Hartford 
Ez'oiiiig  Post,  and  was  president  of  the  board  of 
councilmen  of  that  city,  and  now  has  a  position  in 
the  Census  Bureau  at  Washington,  D.  C. :  Charles, 
a  carpenter  and  joiner  of  New  Haven ;  Edwin,  who 
is  engaged  in  the  same  business  in  that  citv ;  Louisa, 
wife  oi"  E.  H.  Wight,  of  New  Rochelle,  N.  Y. ; 
Robert  E.,  also  a  carpenter  of  New  Haven;  and 
Stella,  who  died  in  infancy. 

Franklin  Countryman,  whose  name  introduces 
this  review,  was  born  in  New  Haven  Sept.  23.  1849, 
and  betvveen  the  ages  of  nine  and  thirteen  years  at- 
tended the  Lovell  school  of  that  cit\-,  after  which 
he  was  a  student  in  the  Hopkins  Grammar  school 
for  four  years.  In  1866  he  entered  Yale  L'niversity, 
from  which  he  was  graduated  in  1870.  Among  his 
associates  there  who  have  attained  particular  prom- 
inence may  be  named :  J.  G.  K.  McClure,  formerly 
president  of  Lake  Forest  L'niversity ;  Roderick  Ter- 
ry, D.  D.,  pastor  of  the  Madison  Avenue  Reformed 
Church,  New  York  City:  E.  S.  Dana,  a  professor 
at  Yale :  and  Dr.  W.  H.  Welch,  of  Johns  Hopkins 
L'niversity.  The  vear  following  his  graduation  Mr. 
Countr}"man  taught  in  the  academy  at  Clinton, 
Conn.,  and  then  entered  the  Yale  Divinity  School, 
completing  the  course  in  1874.  His  first  charge 
was  at  Prospect,  Conn.,  where  he  remained  three 
years.  The  following  two  vtars  were  spent  at 
Georgetown,  Conn.,  and  in  1882  he  became  pastor 
of  the  North  Branford  Congregational  Church,  with 
which  he  is  still  connected. 

In  1870  I\Ir.  Countryman  wedded  Miss  Marv  I. 
Pickett,  a  daughter  of  Judge  Pickett,  of  New  Ha- 
ven. She  died  in  1877,  and  in  1880  he  married 
Miss  Ella  S.  Butricks,  a  daughter  of  G.  H.  But- 
ricks,  deceased,  formerly  a  druggist  of  New  Haven. 
He  has-  one  child,  Ella  May,  who  was  born  Nov. 
9,  1882,  and  has  attended  school  in  New  Haven. 
Although  he  is  somewhat  independent  in  his  po- 
litical views,  Mr.  Countryman  usually  supports  the 
Republican  party.  Fraternally  he  is  a  member  of 
the  Grange  (being  at  present  chaplain  of  the  State 
Grange);  the  Sons  of  the  .American  Revolution; 
Corinthian  Lodge,  No.  103,  F.  &  A.  ^L.  of  North- 
ford :  Pulaski  Chapter.  No.  26.  R.  A.  M.,  of  Fair 
Haven;  and  Crawford  Council,  No.  19,  R.  &  S. 
M.,  also  of  Fair  Haven.  He  is  a  director  of  the 
Missionary  Society  of  Connecticut.  Broad  in  his 
views  and  sympathies,  a  friend  of  the  poor  and  op- 
pressed, ever  ready  with-  helpful  counsel  for  the 
perplexed  or  sorrowful,  he  has  a  wide  field  of  labor, 
and  well  does  he  discharge  its  arduous  and  sacred 
duties. 
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GEORGE  A.  LiASSETT  is  a  prominent  con- 
tractor and  builder  of  Hamden,  of  whose  skill  many 
notable  examples  are  to  be  seen  in  various  parts  of 
the  county.  Thorousjhly  reliable  in  all  things,  the 
quality  of  his  work  is  a  convincing  test  of  his  own 
personal  worth.  He  was  born  in  the  town  of  Ham- 
den Sept.  21,  1843,  and  there  he. continued  to  re- 
side until  his  marriage,  when  he  removed  to  the 
farm  upon  which  he  now  hves.  At  the  age  of  eight- 
een he  commenced  working  at  the  carpenter's  trade, 
but  after  following  it  for  two  vears  he  turned  his 
attention  to  the  dairy  business,  which  occupied  his 
time  for  the  following  ten  yj?ars.  Since  then  he  has 
engaged  in  contracting  and  building,  and  has  erect- 
ed some  of  the  best  houses  in  East  Haven,  Wood- 
bridge,  North  Haven,  Hamden  and  other  surround- 
ing towns.  He  also  owns  and  operates  a  good 
farm  of  fifty  acres,  and  in  all  his  undertakings  he 
has   been    quite    successful. 

On  Oct.  12.  1865.  Mr.  .Bassett  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Miss  Evelena  M.  Goodyear,  a  daugh- 
ter of  Leverett  F.  Goodyear,  of  New  Haven,  and 
to  them  have  been  born  three  children.  Louis  L., 
a  resident  of  Centerville,  Hamden,  Conn.,  who  is 
engaged  in  drilling  and  sinking  artesian  wells ;  Dora 
A.,  wife  of  W'.  Johnson,  of  Xew  Haven.  Conn. ; 
and  Charles  T-.  who  is  engaged  in  contracting  and 
building  with  his  father.  The  political  support  of 
Mr.  Bassett  and  also  of  his  sons  is  always  given  the 
men  and  measures  of  the  Republican  party,  but  he 
has  never  sought  nor  desired  official  honors,  pre- 
ferring to  devote  his  undivided  attention  to  his 
business  interests.  Fraternally  he  is  a  member  of 
Day  Spring  Lodge,  No.  30,  F.  &  A.  M.,  of  Ham- 
den. He  is  a  worthy  representative  of  that  class 
of  citizens  who  lead  quiet,  industrious,  honest  and 
useful  lives,  and  constitute  the  best  portion  of  a 
community. 

•  HENRY  HULL  TODD  is  prominently  identi- 
fied with  the  business  interestsi  of  New  Haven, 
Conn.,  as  a  manufacturer  of  custom-made  corsets, 
his  business  being  located  at  Nos.  282  and  284  York 
street,  in  this  city,  and  is  one  of  the  largest  and 
most  prosperous,  in  its  line,  in  this  locality. 

The  birth  of  Henry  H.  Todd  occurred  in  Stam- 
ford, Conn.,  Sept.  2,  1856,  the  family  having  been 
a  prominent  one  in  Connecticut  through  several 
generations.  Rev.  Ambrose  S.  Todd,  the  honored 
grandfather  of  Henry  H.,  was  born  in  Cheshire, 
Conn.,  and  later  in  life  became  the  rector  of  St. 
John's  Episcopal  Church,  in  Stamford,  Conn.,  where 
for  forty  years  he  minis.tcred  to  a  devoted  congre- 
gation, and  was  one  of  the  best  known  clergymen 
in  Fairfield  county. 

Charles  Jarvis  Todd,  the  son  of  Rev.  Ambrose, 
and  the  father  of  Henry  H.  Todd,  was  born  in 
Stamford,  Conn.,  in  1833.  During  tlie  Civil  war 
he  filled  the  position  ot  jiay-masttr  in  the  Union 
navy,  and  was  ci:!nnort:.il  with  the  vessel  of  which 
the  gallant   William   B.   Gushing  was  the  captain. 


I   After  the  close  of  the  war  ^Ir.  Todil  became  con- 
I  nected   with   a   wholesale   tea   and   coft'ee  establish- 
i  ment  in  Xew  York,  from  1884  to  1894,  residing  in 
I   X^ew  Haven,  Conn.,  although  continuinsj  his  con- 
nection with  the  same  business  in  New  York  City. 
I  He  married  Emily  M.,  the  estimable  and  much  be- 
!  loved  daughter  of  William  L.  Holly,  and  she  died  in 
1894.     The   three   children   born   of  this   marriage 
were:     Henrv  H.,  Robert  W.  and  Clara   ■NI.     Mr. 
Todd  \\as  identified  with  the  Republican  party,  and 
a  leading  and  consistent  member  of  the  Episcopal 
Church. 

Henry  FL  Todd  spent  his  boyhood  days  in  Stam- 
ford, and  attended  the  public  schools  and  also  the 
Episcopal  school  connected  with  St.  John's  Church 
in  that  citv.  He  began  his  business  career  in  con- 
nection with  the  tea  and  cotTee  business  of  a  whole- 
sale house,  in  this  line,  in  New  York  City,  con- 
tinuing with  the  same  firm  for  five  years,  after 
which  he  returned  to  Stamford,  and  for  one  year 
was  connected  with  the  National  Bank,  of  that  citv. 
Mr.  Todd  also  engaged  in  hotel  keening,  in  Rock- 
ford,  111.,  for  a  time,  coming  to  X'ew  Haven  in 
1884.  For  three  years  lie  was  connected  with  the 
mechanical  department  of  the  N.  Y.,  N.  FL  &  H. 
R.  R.,  and  then  entered  the  emplov  of  the  Win- 
chester Repeating  Arms  Co.,  remaining  here  for 
the  following  nine  years.  In  1896  !Mr.  Todd  em- 
barked in  his  present  enterprise,  which  is  the  man- 
ufacturing of  custom-made  corsets,  and  into  this 
has  put  energy  and  business  experience,  with  the 
result  that  he  has  become  a  leader  in  this  line. 

On  June  27,  1897,  Air.  Todd  wasi  united  in  mar- 
riage with  ]\rrs.  Jennie  M.  Reed,  a  daughter  of 
R.  R.  Walker,  of  Morenci,  Mich.  In  his  political 
sympathv  Air.  Todd  has  been  a  life-long  Reoub- 
lican.  Fraternally  he  is  prominent  in  the  O.  U.  .\. 
M.,  Pioneer  Council:  Harmonv  Lod^e,  No.  v  I- 
O.  O.  F. :  Olive  Branch,  No.'  84,  F.  &  A.  'M.  : 
Pulaski  Chapter,  No.  26.  Royal  Arch  }^Iasons : 
Crawford  Council,  X'o.  19,  Royal  Select  Masters ; 
X'ew  Haven  Commandery,  Xo.  2,  Knig-hts  Templar ; 
and  Pyramid  Temple,  Nobles  of  the  IVIystic  Shrine, 
of  Bridgeport,  being  one  of  the  best  known  men  in 
fraternal  circles  in  this  part  of  the  State.  For  a 
long  period  '\lr.  Todd  has  been  a  member  of  Trinity 
Episcopal  Church. 

ERWIX  TURXBULL,  for  thirty  years  tl>e  ef- 
ficient foreman  of  the  rim-fire  department  of  the 
Winchester  Repeating  Arms  Co.,  was  born  in  X'ew 
Haven  Dec.  18.  1858,  a  son  of  William  C.  Turn- 
bull,  who  was  born  in  Canada. 

William  C.  Turnbull  was  bound  ,out  very  early 
in   life   to   learn   the   carriage   blacksmith,   trade   in 

,   Canada,  and  this  was  his  occupation  through  life. 

!  He  ran  away  from  home  and  came  to  Boston,  when 
he  was  yet  too  young  to  retain  much  knowledge  of 
his  father's  family  or  of  his  ancestral  history. 
.■\fter  several  years   spent    in   Boston   he   went    to 

]   Newark,  N.  J.,  where  he  met  and  married  Jane  M. 
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Beach,  born  in  Haiiovci ,  X.  J.,  in  1832,  a  daiigliter 
of  Stephen  and  Jemima  yi.  (Beach)  Beach,  who 
were  cousins,  and  both  natives  of  Hanover,  the 
former  Itorn  in  1790.  a  son  ot  Peter  Beach,  and  the 
latter  in  1802,  a  dan.q;hter  of  Xoah  Beach.  Peter 
and  Xoah  Beach  were  sons  of  Stephen  and  strand- 
sons  of  X'oah  Beach.  Stephen  Beach,  fatlier  of 
Mrs.  Turnbull,  was  a  mason,  but  his  progenitors 
were  all  farmers  as  far  back  as  the  annals  of  the 
family  run.  After  their  marriaije  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
William  C  Turnbull  came  to  New  Haven,  where 
they  lived  until  his  death.  Xov.  7.  1895,  at  the  age 
of  seventy-five.  His  widow. is  still  living.  Ten 
children  were  born  of  their  union  :  \\'illiam  H.. 
Edwin  (i),  Emma  L..  Edwin  (2"),  Erwin  B.,  Anna 
E..  George  R..  Jennie  H..  Tloronce  E.  and  Ida 
(who  died  as  an  infant).  In  politics  Mr.  Turnbull 
was  a  Republican,  and  in  religion  a  Congregation- 
alist. 

Erwin  B.  Turnbull  was  reared  to  manhood  in 
New  Haven,  where  he  attended  the  Webster  School 
until  he  was  thirteen  vears  old.  In  1872  he  entered 
the  employ  of  the  \Mnchester  Repeating  Arms  Co. 
and  was  assigned  to  the  rim-fire  priming  depart- 
ment, where  his  natural  aptitude  and  reliable  char- 
acter soon  pushed  him  to  the  front.  For  thirty 
years  he  has  been  foreman  of  that  department,  and 
is  regarded  as  one  of  the  ablest  and  most  reliable 
employes  of  the  company. 

On  Oct.  II.  1882.  Mr.  Turnbull  was  married  to 
Mary  J.  Miller,  a  resident  of  X'ew  Haven,  but  a 
native  of  Scotlantl,  and  a  daughter  of  John  Miller. 
She  died  Dec.  24.  i8qi.'the  mother  of  one  child. 
Mary  J.,  who  died  in  infancv.  Politically  Mr.  Turn- 
bull  is  a  Republican :  and  fraternallv  he  belongs 
to  Trumbull  Lodge.  Xo.  22.  A.  F.  &  A.  M..  the 
American  Mechanics  and  the  A.  O.  U.  W.  He  is 
also  a  member  of  Excelsior  Lodge,  Winchester 
Order  of  Good  Fellows. 

MRS.  JOSEPHINE  C.  :\HX  is  among  the  old 
resklents  of  West  Haven,  where  she  resides  in  the 
Domkee  homestead,  at  X'o.  240  ^lain  street.  She 
is  of  German- American  descent,  her  father.  Alartin 
Domkee,  having:  been  born  in  Prussia,  Germanv, 
and  her  mother,  whose  maiden  name  was  Catherine 
Bradley,  in  Middlebur\-.  Xew  Haven  Co.,  Con- 
necticut. 

Martin  Domkee  came  to  America  when  a  boy, 
and  settled  in  West  Haven,  where  he  passed  the 
remainder  of  his  life,  dying  in  1869.  For  many 
years  he  worked  as  a  stevedore,  but  in  later  life 
was  employed  en  his  farm.  His  wife,  a  consistent 
member  of  the  Congregational  Church,  entered  into 
rest  in  April.  1864.  '1  hey  were  the  parents  of 
twelve  children,  seven  of  whom  are  yet  living  in 
West  Haven  :  Charlotte,  wiio  married  James  Pit- 
kin;  Mary  J..  Mrs.  Sherlock  H.  Bishop:  Maria, 
Mrs.  George  \Mieeler;  GnTgo  R. :  Josephine  C, 
our  subject:  Sarah  H..  Mrs.  Leonard  Pardee:  and 
Anna,  who  married  Albert  Loomis. 


On  Sept.  10.  1874.  Josephine  C.  Domkee  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Edward  Mix,  who  died  June 
16,  1892,  at  the  age  of  seventy-six  years.  He  was 
for  many  years  a  prosperous  grocer  of  X'ew  Haven, 
but  having,  througii  industry,  good  management 
and  integrit}-.  accuinulated  a  competence,  he  retired 
from  active  business  and  settled  in  West  Haven, 
where,  in  addition  to  his  own  residence,  he  erected 
three  houses  on  Martin  street,  which  he  owned 
and  rented  up  to  the  time  of  his  death.  He  was 
a  man  universally  respected  and  beloved,  and  prom- 
inent in  town  aft'airs.  A  man  of  sincere  piety,  for 
many  years  he  was  an  active  member  and  a  trustee 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  of  \\'est  Haven, 
whose  house  of  worship  he  aiderl  in  building,  and 
toward  its  support  contributed  liberally,  as  well  as 
to  all  deserving  charities.  Mrs.  Mix  is  a  member  of 
the  same  church,  earnest  and  devoted  in  promoting 
its  work :  she  is  president  of  the  Ladies  Aid  Society 
connected  therewith. 

ALBERT  F.  SCHROEDER.  superintendent  of 
the  F.  L.  Gaylord  Co..  of  Ansonia.  was  born  in 
Germany  June  22.  1857,  a  son  of  Bernhard  Schroe- 
der,  who  was  also  a  native  of  Germany,  where  the 
family  has  long  been  native  to  the  soil. 

Bernhard  Schroeder  was  a  shoemaker,  and  came 
to  America  in  1868.  He  was  quite  successful  in 
his  business  dealings,  and  accumulated  a  verv  fair 
fortune.  His  death  occurred  in  1887  when  he 
had  reached  his  fifty-eighth  year.  He  was  inter- 
ested in  local  politics,  and  belonged  to  several  Ger- 
man orders.  Marie  Karnbach,  his  wife,  was  born 
in  Germany,  and  became  the  mother  of  seven  chil- 
dren, three  of  whom  are  living:  Albert  F. ;  Louise. 
who  married  Joseph  Kramp,  of  X'ew  Haven  :  Bern- 
hard,  who  is  living  in  Ansonia.  The  mother  died 
in  Germany  at  the  age  of  forty  years.  Both  par- 
ents were  members  of  the  Lutheran   Church. 

Albert  F.  Schroeder  spent  the  first  twelve  years 
of  his  lif.;  ''n  Germany,  and  then  accompanied  his 
father  to  this  country.  In  the  schools  of  his  native 
communitv  he  had  the  beginnings  of. a  very  fair  ed- 
ucation, which  was  increased  by  study  and  observa- 
tion of  life  under  the  changed  conditions  of  the 
new  world.  When  he  was  fourteen  years  of  age 
lie  began  learning  the  trade  of  molding,  v.hich  he 
pursued  rniil  he  became  an  expert  workman  in  the 
house  where  he  is  still  employed.  As  a  journ';vinan 
molder  he  worked  for  houses  in  Brooklyn  and  in 
New  York,  and  then  in  Shelton  for  two  years. 
After  this  he  came  to  Ansonia,  to  take  a  place  as 
a  foreman  in  the  present  factorv,  and  for  twenty- 
seven  years  has  been  connected  with  this  company. 
Mr.  Schroeder  has  charge  of  the  entire  output  of 
this  establishment,  which  includes  all  varieties  of 
brass  castings.  He  hires  the  men,  buys  stock,  and 
receives  all  the  orders  from  the  trade.  In  the  foun- 
dry department  of  the  factorv  are  employed  fifteen 
men  in  the  making  of  fine  goods,  silver  plating  and 
filling  a  vast  variety  of  orders  from  a  custom  trade 
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been  married  three  times.  In  1880  he  married  Miss 
Anna  Ullrich,  who  was  born  in  German)',  a  daugh- 
ter of  W'ilham  and  Caroline  ( Mudler)  Ullrich. 
William  Ullrich  came  to  America  and  located  in 
Ansonia,  where  he  died  at  the  age  of  fifty-eight 
years:  his  wife,  also  a  native  of  Germany,  was  one 
of  four  children,  and  is  still  living.  In  their  family 
were  three  children,  Oswald,  Anna  (Airs.  Schroe- 
der)  and  Otto.  Four  children  were  born  to  Mr.  and 
"Mrs.  Schroeder:  William,  Albert.  Marie  and  Lou- 
isa. Mrs.  Anna  Schroeder  died  in  1892  at  the  early 
age  of  thirty-five  years.  She  was  a  member  of  the 
Congregational  Church,  and  -is  remembered  as  a 
lady  of  more  than  the  usual  character  and  ability. 
Miss  Marie  Schroeder  i.s  a  fine  nnt^ician,  and  dis- 
plays wonderful  talent  in  music ;  her  education  is 
largely  in  the  cultivation  of  this  precious  endow- 
ment. For  his  second  wife  Mr.  Schroeder  wedded 
Miss  Anna  Lenhard,  who  was  born  in  Germany. 
a  daughter  of  John  Lenhard.  a  tailor  who  came  to 
Derby  and  followed  his  trade  for  manv  years,  later 
moving  to  Brooklyn,  where  he  died.  Airs.  Anna 
(Lenhard J  Schroeder  died  at  the  early  age  of 
thirty-eight  years.  She  was  a  faithful  member  of 
the  Episcopal  Church.  Aliss  Anna  Neumann  be- 
came Mr.  Schroeder"s  third  wife. 

Politically  Mr.  Schroeder  is  a  Republican;  so- 
cially he  is  a  member  of  the  Fraternal  Order  of 
Connecticut,  and  of  the  German  order,  "Harugari," 
where  he  has  held  all  the  offices  in  turn.  He  is 
secretary  and'  treasurer  of  the  German  Ulk  Club, 
of  which  he  was  at  one  time  president ;  and  he  is  a 
director  of  the  German  Hall  Company.  In  religious 
connection  he  attends  the  Episcopal  Church.  His 
comfortable  home  was  erected  by  him  some  time 
ago. 

THEODORE  J.  \\'ARXER.  a  w.ll-known  citi- 
zen of  Weft  Haven,  residing  at  Savin  Rock,  was 
born  Mav  14,  1862,  in  Hamden,  this  county,  and 
belongs  to  one  of  the  pioneer  families  of  that  town. 

Miner  Warner,  his  grandfather,  was  a  native 
of  Hamden,  became  a  prominent  aericulturist  there, 
and  died  aged  seventy  years.  His  first  wife,  our 
subject's  grandmother,  died  in  early  womanhood, 
leaving  seven  children,  of  whom  five  are  still  liv- 
ing: Charles,  our  subject's  father:  Robert,  who 
resides  at  Pond  Hill,  Wallingford ;  Mariette.  Mrs. 
Stone,  of  Holyoke.  Mass. :  Hulda.  wife  of  Belson 
Munson,  of  Hamden :  and  Betsey,  who  married 
Frederick  Alix,  of  Hamden. 

Charles  Warner  was  born  April  25.  1832,  in 
Hamden,  where  he  was  reared,  receiving  a  common- 
school  education.  He  followed  farming  there  for 
a  time,  and  later  spent  five  years  in  farming  at 
Chicopee  Fall?,  Mass.,  and  five  years  at  Pelham, 
Mass.  On  selling  his  property  at  the  latter  place, 
in  1873,  he  located  in  the  town  of  Orange,  where 
lie  still  resides.  In  18114  i:e  purchased  one  hundred 
acres  of  the  Clark  farm,  on  Oyster  river,  for  a 


homestead.  He  married  Aliss  MnryA.  Oviatt.  a 
native  of  W'atertown,  and  daughter  of  Joseph  and 
Charlotte  (Johnson)  Oviatt.  Of  their  nine  children 
two  are  living,  Theodore  J.  and  Grace,  the  latter 
residing  at  home.  The  mother  died  Jan.  21,  1890, 
aged  forty-eight.  Mrf.  Warner  attended  the  Epis- 
copal Church,  and  Mr.  Warner  attended  the  M.  E. 
Church. 

Theodore  J.  Warner  remained  at  home  until  he 
reached  the  age  of  twenty-five,  and  while  complet- 
ing a  district-school  course  learned  lessons  in  busi- 
ness management  under  his  father's  directions.  At 
the  age  of  thirteen  he  began  driving  a  milk  wagon 
in  West  Haven  for  his  father,  and  he  afterward  en- 
gaged in  this  business  on  his  own  account,  having 
purchased  it  Xov.  16,  1887.  Fie  carried  it  on  until 
Nov.  I,  1899,  when  he  sold  the  business.  It  was 
the  oldest  milk  business  in  that  section,  and  during 
the  twenty-five  years  in  which  Air.  Warner  was  con- 
nected with  it  the  trade  increased  constantly,  about 
600  quarts  of  milk  being  handled  daily,  all  of  which 
was  purchased,  although  he  formerly  kept  a  num- 
ber of  cows.  Our  subject  buys  and  sells  wood, 
hay  and  stone,  and  owned  a  quarry  from  which 
he  sold  stone  to  contractors.  He  also  does  a  gen- 
eral contracting  business.  The  wood,  in  which  he 
deals  extensively,  is  shipped  on  the  railroad  to  dif- 
ferent points. 

On  Jan.  20,  1886.  Air.  Warner  married  Aliss 
Julia  Wilkinson,  daughter  of  Henry  and  Alary  Ann 
(Betts)  Wilkinson,  of  Cobalt,  Conn.  They  have 
had  two  children :  Arthur,  who  survives ;  and 
George  Clayton,  who  died  aged  six  months.  Po- 
litically Air.  Warner  is  an  independent,  with  Dem- 
ocratic tendencies,  and  he  does  not  aspire  to  official 
honors,  although  his  high  standing  as  a  man  of 
sound  judgment  would  make  him  a  popular  candi- 
date. He  was  one  of  the  first  members  of  the  A. 
O.  U.  W.  in  West  Haven,  and  is  still  actively  inter- 
ested in  the  work  of  that  organization. 

WILLIAAI  JOHX  HODGETTS,  a  well-known 
paper  box  manufacturer  in  Wallingford,  has 
achieved  a  good  name  in  his  line,  and  from  a  very 
modest  beginning  has  built  up  a  fine  business,  es- 
pecially in  the  line  of  plain  and  fancy  boxes  and 
cases.  Air.  Hodgetts  cut  his  first  boxes  for  local 
patrons  with  a  jackknife  and  a  straight  edge.  To- 
day his  box  factory,  on  Academy  street,  in  the  rear 
of  his  very  attractive  residence,  contains  all  the 
modern  steam-power  machinery  needed  for  the 
economical  and  quick  dispatch  of  his  business,  and 
gives  work  to  fifteen  hands.  Air.  Hodgetts  may 
well  congratulate  himself  upon  this  wonderful  prog- 
ress. 

Air.  Hodgetts  was  born  June  17,  1846.  in  Bir- 
mingham, England,  where  his  father,  John  Hod- 
getts, was  also  born  and  reared.  John  Hodgetts 
became  a  silversmith,  and  in  1876,  emigrating  to 
the  United  States,  found  work  at  his  trade  with 
the  Simpson,  Hall  &  Aliller  Co.     Fie  married  Eliz- 
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aheth  Winspur,  who  wa;  'wn-.x  in'  Birmingham,  and 
they  had  five  children:  W'ilham  J.;  Joseph  H., 
a  sifversmith  in  Wallingford ;  George,  also  a  silver- 
smith in  Wallingford ;  Samutl,  a  painter  in  New 
York:  and  Alice,  wife  of  Charles  Chaucer,  of  Meri- 
den,  Connecticut. 

\\  illiam  J.  Hodgeits  acquired  ids  education  in 
his  native  city,  and  early  in  life  applied  himself  to 
moldmaking.  When  he  had  mastered  this  trade 
he  turned  to  the  making  of  Britannia  ware,  in 
which  work  he  was  engaged  until  coming  to  this 
country,  in  1S66.  He  made  his  way  directly  to 
\\'allingford,  and  was  given  employment  in  the  fac- 
tory of  the  Simpson.  Hall  &  Miller  Co.,  with  whom 
he  remained  twenty-tive  years.  He  verv  soon  rose 
to  the  position  of  inspector  of  goods.  In  1878  he 
began  the  making  of  boxes,  which  was  at  first 
managed  by  his  wife,  but  the  business  grew  to  such 
an  extent  that  in  1891  Mr.  Hodgetts  gave  up  his 
position  with  the  Simpson,  Hall  &  Miller  Co.  and 
has  since  given  his  entire  attention  to  the  box 
factory.  He  is  a  man  of  genial  disposition,  and 
has  a  host  of  friends  who  admire  his  manly  char- 
acter and  exemplary  business  methods.  Temperate 
in  his  habits,  and  upright  in  his  dealings  with  the 
world,  he  is  much  respected  in  his  communitv,  and 
is  regarded  as  one  of  the  most  valued  citizens  of 
the  borough. 

In  1867  ]Mr.  Hodgetts  married,  at  Xewark,  ^^liss 
Sarah  Hobson,  who  was  born  in  Birmingham,  Eng- 
land, a  daughter  of  Edwin  Hobson.  one  of  the 
prominent  men  of  Wallingford.  To  this  union  have 
come  six  children:  Harold  \\'illiam,  a  die  sinker 
and  moldmaker ;  Eva  A.,  a  forewoman  in  her  fa- 
ther's factory ;  Eftie,  a  trained  nurse :  and  Edwin, 
Xellie  and  Bessie,  who  are  in  school.  Mr,  Hod- 
getts is  a  Republican,  and  an  active  worker  for  the 
party.  He  belongs  to  the  Blue  Lodge,  Compass 
■  Lodge,  F.  &  A.  ^I.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Baptist 
Church. 

CHARLES  E^HL  SCHUXACK,  one  of  the 
rising  young  manufacturers  of  IMeriden,  was  born 
in  the  city  of  Spremberg,  Germany,  Xov.  15,  1859, 
son  of  Gustav  Schunack,  a  native  of  the  same  com- 
munity, who  was  a  manufacturer  of  woolen  cloth. 
In  Spremberg  Gustav  Schunack  married  Louisa 
Lange,  by  whom  he  had  two  children,  Charles  Emil 
and  Emmy.  Gustav  Schunack  and  his  family  left 
the  old  countrv  in  1873,  and  came  to  the  L'nited 
States.,  locating  at  Webster,  Mass.,  where  he  spent 
a  year  in  the  woolen  trade.  He  then  came  to 
r^Ieriden,  where  the  remainder  of  his  life  was  spent, 
and  he  died  in  18S9  and  was  buried  in  the  West 
cemetery,  Meriden.  In  politics  he  was  a  Repub- 
lican, and  in  religion  liberal  and  broad-minded  in 
his  views.  His  widow  is  still  living,  and  is  cared 
for  in  the  home  of  her  son  Charles  E.  She  is  a 
devout  Christirn  woman,  faithful  and  loving  in  her 
duties  as  a  Avife  and  motb.cr, 

Charles  Emil  Schunack  attended  the  schools  of 


his  native  town.  He  was  thirteen  years  old  when 
he  left  Spremberg  with  his  parents  to  make  his  home 
in  America,  and  at  Web.=  ter,  Mass.,  went  into  the 
mills,  so  that  he  has  had  no  schooling  save  that 
of  work  and  experience  since  his  arrival  in  this 
State.  In  1874  he  came  to  ]Meriden,  and  for  some 
five  years  worked  in  the  bronze  department  of  the 
Meriden  Malleable  Iron  Works.  For  the  following 
five  vears  he  was  connected  with  the  bronze  de- 
partment of  the  factory  of  Hart,  Bliven  &  ^lead,' 
at  Kensington,  Conn.,  as  a  contractor.  When  this 
period  had  expired  he  came  back  to  Meriden,  and 
took  a  place  with  the  Charles  Parker  Co.,  in  the 
lamp  department  of  its  extensive  factories.  For 
nineteen  years  he  has  had  charge  of  this  depart- 
ment. 

Mr.  Schunack  began  business  for  himself  as  a 
box  manufacturer  in  1S91,  locating  on  Randolph 
avenue,  and  beginning  in  the  most  modest  fashion. 
He  attended  strictly  to  his  trade,  and  it  has  steadily 
increased,  tlemanding  eidarged  facilities  and  im- 
proved machinery,  until  he  now  has  a  plant  that  is 
about  as  complete  as  anv  to  be  found  anywhere  in 
the  State.  Here  he  makes  a  vast  variety  of  paper 
boxes,  as  well  as  plush,. chamois  and  leather  cases 
for  silverware,  and  employment  is  given  to  more 
than  seventy  people,  the  products  selling  in  remote 
parts  of  the  country,  as  well  as  at  home.  Our  sub- 
ject's only  sister.  Miss  Emmy,  has  charge  of  this 
branch  of  his  business ;  she  is  a  lady  of  much  busi- 
ness ability,  thoroughly  understanding  the  work, 
and  very  popular..  Mr.  Schunack  is  a  progressive 
and  enterprising  citizen,  wide-awake  and  vigorous, 
energetic  with  his  work,  and  anxious  to  give  per- 
fect  satisfaction   to   every   customer 

Mr.  Schunack  belongs  to  the  A.  F.  &  A.  M., 
being  controlled  in  Meridian  Lodge,  X'o.  J~ ;  to  Pil- 
grim Harbor  Council,  Roval  Arcanum :  and  to  the 
Invincibles  of  Meriden.  In  politics  he  is  a  Repub- 
lican, and  has  served  as  a  member  of  the  citv  council 
in  ^leriden  for  two  years.  He  and  his  wife  find 
their  religious  home  at  the  Congregational  Church. 
Mr.  Schunack  was  married  in  Kensington,  Hart- 
ford Co.,  Conn.,  to  Miss  Rhoda  Baldwin,  a  lady  of 
much  refinement,  and  they  have  two  children,  ^lil- 
dred  and  Elsie.  Our  subject  and  his  wife  are  ex- 
cellent people  and  command  the  respect  and  con- 
fidence of  the  community  to  a  very  marked  degree. 

MICHAEL  D.  RUSSELL,  comptroller  of  the 
city  of  Waterbury,  was  born  in  County  Tipperary, 
Ireland,  in  1865.  and  is  a  sen  of  John  and  Catherine 
( Dwyer)  Russell,  the  former  of  whom  is  an  ex- 
tensive farmer  and  both  of  whom  still  have  their 
home  in  County  Tipperary.  To  their  marriage  were 
born  twelve  children,  nine  of  whom  are  still  living, 
viz. :  William,  a  doctor  of  medicine :  Helen,  a 
widow ;  Thomas,  farming  the  old  homestead ; 
]\Iichael  D.,  the  subject  of  this  sketch  :  Katie,  smgle: 
John,  a  Catholic  clergyman  in  England;  Mary,  a 
Sister  of  I^Iercy  in  Dublin ;  Alatthew,  a  physician 
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and  surgeon  in  Dublin  tlospital ;  and  Jam*:?,  a  theo- 
logical student. 

Michael  D.  Russell  is  the  only  one  of  the  above 
named  familv  to  come  to  America.  His  boyhood 
was  passed  on  the  hi:>me  farm,  and  his  preliminary 
education  was  acquired  at  a  National  school,  but 
this  was  supplemented  bv  a  course  of  study  in  a 
classical  school  and  also  at  an  academy,  the  original 
design  being  to  prepare  him  for  a  profession ;  but 
when  he  had  attained  his  eighteenth  year  he  was 
seized  with  a  desire  to  cross  the  ocean,  and  accord- 
ingly, in  the  spring  of  i8S_^.  he  sailed  for  America, 
and  shortly  afterward  reached  Waterbury.  Conn., 
where  for  a  year  and  a  half  he  worked  in  the  fac- 
tories and  then  engaged  in  business  on  Washington 
street,  which  he  continued  with  marked  success  un- 
til 1899. 

In  1889  Mr.  Russell  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Miss  Catherine  Hayden,  a  daughter  of  James  Hay- 
den,  of  Waterbury,  and  this  union  has  hten  blessed 
with  four  chiklren,  John.  William,  James  and  Eliz- 
abeth, of  whom  three  are  living,  James  having  died 
when  he  attained  the  age  of  three  years.  The  family 
are  all  adherents  of  Immaculate  Conception  Cath- 
olic Church.  In  politics  ^k.  Russell  is  a  Democrat, 
is  very  popular  with  his  party  and  influential  in  its 
councils.  He  has  served  as  alderman  from  the 
Fourth  ward  one  full  term  and  part  of  another 
(filling  out  an  unexpired  term),  in  all  three  years. 
He  was  elected  a  delegate  to  the  State  convention 
which  nominated  Daniel  L.  Morgan  for  governor, 
and  took  a  very  active  part  in  the  succeeding  can- 
vass. In  October,  1899,  he  was  elected  comptroller 
of  the  city  of  Waterbury.  and  re-elected  in  October, 
1901.  In  his  fraternal  relations  he  has  been  treas- 
urer of  the  Foresters  of  America  since  their  or- 
ganization, and  he  is  also  a  member  of  the  Knights 
of  Columbus. 

Mr.  Russell  is  deserving  of  great  credit  for  the 
masterlv  manner  in  which  he  has  managed  his  busi- 
ness affairs,  and  his  great  succe.-s  is  due  solely  to 
his  own  shrewdness,  and  close  attention  to  his  af- 
•  fairs.  He  has  invested  largely  in  real  estate,  and 
is  one  of  the  heaviest  tax  payers  in  his  ward,  and 
he  counts  his  friends  by  the  hundreds,  all  of  whom 
have  been  attracted  to  him  through  his  many  per- 
sonal merits. 

EDWARD  A.  I\'ES,  an  enterprising  and  suc- 
cessful agriculturist  of  North  Branford,  belongs 
to  an  old  Colonial  family  which  was  founded  in 
America  by  William  Ives,  who  sailed  from  England 
on  the  "True  Love"  in  1635.  at  the  age  of  twenty- 
eight  years,  and  landed  in  Boston.  Later  he  came 
to  New  Haven  with  the  Davenport  Colony  in  1637- 
38,  and  joined  in  the  Civil  Compact  in  1639.  He 
died  in  New  Haven  about  1648.  and  his,  wife. 
Hannah,  afterward  married  a  Mr.  Bassett.  By'the 
first  union,  there  were  four  children,  namely:  Jolm. 
Joseph,  I'lueiie  and  Daniel.  (Jt  these,  J;ihn  Ives 
was  baptized  Dec.  29,  1O44,  and  moved  to  Walling- 


ford,  Conn.,  about  1670.  He  married  Hannah  Mer- 
riman,  and  had  one  son,  Joseph,  from  whom  all 
the  Iveses  in  Wallingford  have  descended. 

The  Ives  family  in  Hamden,  Conn.,  trace  their 
ancestry  back  to  Jonathan  Ives,  who  was  born 
March  14,  171^1,  a  son  of  Samuel  and  Ruth  Ives. 
He  was  married,  Feb.  19,  1737,  to  Thankful  Coop- 
er, and  they  had  eight  children:  Jeremiah,  Joel, 
Jonathan,  Ruth,  Alary,  Thankful,  Allen  and  Phcebe. 
Of  these,  Jonathan  Ives  was  born  March  26,  1751, 
and  made  his  home  in  Mt.  Carmel,  Conn.  He  mar- 
ried Sarah  Bassett  and  had  several  children. 

Mark  Ives,  the  grandfather  of  our  subject,  was 

born  and  reared  in  Hamden,  where  he  later  engaged 

in  general   farming  throughout  life.     He  married 

Sarkta  Dickerman,  a  native  of  the  same  town,  who 

diedi  at  the   age   of   eighty   years,   and   he   died   at 

the  age  of  eighty-two.   Their  children  were  George. 

'  a  resident  of  Morris  Cove,  Conn.;  Sarah,  deceased 

i   wife  of  Charles  Dickerman;  Edgar,  father  of  our 

j  subject;  and  Albert,  who  was  killed  by  a  team. 

I         Edgar  Ives  was  a  native  of  Hamden.  where  he 

i  passed  his  boyhood  and  youth,  and  after  attaining 

to  man's  estate  he  was  employed  in  the  shops  of  this 

i  countv.     He  entered  the  L'nion  service  during  the 

I   Civil  war  and  was  killed  at  Baton  Rouge,  La.,  in 

i   1863.     In  his  native  town  he  was  married,  in  1857. 

to  Miss  Ellen   Cook,   who  was   born   in   Cheshire, 

Conn.,  and  is   now   living  in   New   Haven.     They 

had  two  children:     Edward  A.,  our  subject;  and 

j  Franklin  D.,  an  employe  in  a  rubber  shop  at  Nev\- 

:  Haven. 

Edward  A.  Ives  was  born  in  Hamden  Feb.  18. 
i8(')0,  and  was  given  the  advantages  of  a  district- 
school  education.  When  still  quite  young  he  went 
:  to  Southington,  where  during  the  summer  months 
he  worked  for  neighboring  farmers  between  the 
{  ages  of  eleven  and  fourteen  years,  while  he  attended  . 
school  through  the  winter.  Subsequently  he  was 
employed  in  a  shoe  shop  for  a  short  time.  At 
the  age  of  twenty-two  he  removed  to  Wallingford, 
j  and  while  there  he  learned  the  machinist's  trade  in 
the  railroad  shops  at  New  Haven,  which  occupation 
i  he.  continued  to  follow  in  that  city  and  Bridgeport, 
Conn.,  for  about  sixteen  years.  In  1896,  owing  to 
ill  health,  he  located  upon  his  father-in-law's  farm 
of  eighty  acres  in  North  Branford,  and  has  since 
devoted  his  energies  to  agricultural  pursuits.  He 
also  engages  in  the  milk  business  and  keeps  for 
that  purpose  ten  cows,  besides  young  stock.  He 
is  progressive  and  public-spirited,  and  gives  his 
support  to  the  men  and  measures  of  the  Repub- 
lican party.  Religiously  he  is  an  Episcopalian,  and 
socially  is  a  memlaer  of  the  United  Workmen  Lodge, 
No.  31,  of  New  Haven. 

In  May,  1886,  in  Wallingford,  Mr.  Ives  mar- 
ried Miss  Carrie  Ives,  and  they  have  one  child, 
Mabel  Saritta,  born  July  4,  1887.  Mrs.  Ives'  great- 
grandparent-  were  Ransom  and  Sarah  Ives,  the 
former  of  whom  died  Sejjt.  22.  1S44.  aged  si.Kty- 
one  years,  the  latter  Feb.  15,  1S44,  aged  sixty-two. 
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Their  sun,  John  Ives,  the  n;raiulfathei  of  our  sub- 
ject's wife,  was  born  April  t,,  1804,  and  died  Dec. 
20,  1886.  He  was  married,  Dec.  13,  1826,  to  Mari- 
ette  Austin,  who  was  born  (Dct.  30.  1803.  and  died 
June  8,  1883.  in  their  family  were  two  children: 
Sarah,  born  Nov.  18,  iSjj.  married  Amos  Dickin- 
son, and  died  July  26,  1876;  and  Henderson,  born 
Jan.  2,  1S31,  now  makes  his  home  wuh  our  sub- 
ject. He  is  a  painter  by  trade,  but  is  now  living  a 
retired  life.  On  Jan.  6,  1859,  he  married  Miss  Cor- 
nelia Williams,  who  was  born  in  W'allingford  Oct. 
18,  1836,  and  four  children  were  born  to  th-em, 
namely:  Carrie,  born  Aug.  10.  i860,  is  the  wife  of 
our  subject;  George,  born  Feb.  14.  186^,  is  a  butch- 
er of  \\"alIihgford :  Charles,  bona  P>b.  25.  1873,  is  a 
resident  of  Xew  Haven  :  and  Sarah,  born  Xov.  3, 
1875,  is  the  wife  of  Arthur  Mansfield,  of  Lynn, 
Massachusetts.  ' 

JAMES   D.  CARROLL  is  one  of  the  leading 

business  citizens  of  Xew  Haven,  where,  since  1887, 

he  has  been  connected  with  the  browning  depart- 

'  ment  in  the  Winchester  Arms   Co.,  as  contractor, 

occupying  a  most  responsible  position. 

^Ir.  Carroll  was  born  in  Monterey,  Berkshire 
Co.,  Mass.,  Sept.  4,  1852.  a  son  of  Levi  X'.  Carroll, 
a  native  of  Herkimer  county,  Xew  York. 

Levi  X.  Carroll  acquired  his  education  in  Mas- 
sachusetts, and  for  some  years  he  was  a  resident  of 
Beartown,  in  that  State.  He  married  INIary  Breck- 
enridge,  who  was  born  in  ^lassachusetts,  where  she 
died  at  the  age  of  thirty-six  years.  His  death  oc- 
curred in  Middlefield.  !NIass.,  at  the  age  of  sixty- 
six  years.  Their  children  were:  Frances,  who 
married  William  Ecker.  and  died  in  Missouri ;  and 
James  Dwight.  of  this  sketch. 

James  Dwight  Carroll  spent  his  early  school 
days  at  Beartown.  Mass.,  being  obliged-  to  walk 
a  distance  of  four  miles  each  wav.  At  the  age  of 
eleven  years  he  found  himself  obliged  to  look  after 
himself,  and  went  to  work  in  Monterey  for  John  D. 
Bidwell,  also  having  the  privilege  of  going  to  school. 
Then  he  went  to  live  with  his  uncle.  James  Breck- 
enridge,  and  worked  in  Jerusalem,  Mass.,  for  two 
years  for  $65  and  board,  going  to  school  during 
the  winters,  and  then  went  back  to  his  father  and 
attended  the  old  Stockbridge  Academy.  Mr.  Car- 
roll's next  work  was  under  Lucien  IMoore,  who 
drove  the  stage  from  Tyringham  to  Lee.  but  after 
eight  months  our  subject  went  to  Strickland,  111., 
where  his  sister  lived,  and  accompanied  them  soon 
after  to  the  W^est  in  order  to  look  up  some  govern- 
ment land.  James  stopped  at  Walnut  Creek,  Iowa, 
and  went  to  work  in  a  saw  and  grisi  mill,  where 
he  remained  for  one  year,  going  then  to  Kenvon 
Grove  in  the  same  State,  and  carried  on  a  butcher- 
ing business  there  for  the  succeeding  year.  Mr. 
Carroll  decided  then  to  see  something  more  of  the 
country,  and  with  a  team  he  made  hi-  wav  to  the 
Cherokee  Xation,  in  Indian  Territorv!  going  from 
there,  with  his  team,  to  Arkansas,  where  he  worked 


on  the  railroad.  In  the  following  spring  he  started 
East,  stopping  in  Page  countv,  Iowa,  where  he 
bought  a  forty-acre  farm,  which  property  he  still 
owns. 

After  his  return  to  Sruth  Lee,  Mass.,  he  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Augusta  Cordonnicr, 
of  Chatham.  X.  Y.,  who  was  born  in  Parii.  France. 
After  this  event  Mr.  Carroll  went  to  Ilion,  X.  Y.. 
where  he  entered  into  the  emplov  of  E.  Remington 
&  Sons  Co.,  and  continued  with  them  until  March, 
1875,  when  he  moved  to  Frankfort,  X.  Y..  buying 
there  four  lots  and  building  houses  upon  them. 
Until  1886  he  continued  with  the  Remingtons  as  a 
contractor.  In  1887  Mr.  Carroll  came  to  Xew  Ha- 
ven, Conn.,  as  a  contractor  in  the  browning  depart- 
ment of  the  Winchester  Repeating  Arms  Co..  em- 
ploying frcm  ten  to  fifteen  men.  Mr.  Carroll  has 
a  secret  process  of  browning  that  requires  but  four 
men  to  do  what  it  formerly  needed  ten  to  accom- 
plish. Every  time  the  weather  changes  ^Ir.  Carroll 
changes  his  chemicals,  and  thus  his  work  is  con- 
stantly an  experiment.  Ever  since  he  has  been  in 
X'ew  Haven  Mr.  Carroll  has  resided  on  Henry 
street.  Fraternally  he  is  connected  with  a  number 
of  orders.  \\'hile  living  at  Frankfort  he  became  a 
member  of  the  order  of  Knights  of  Pythias,  joining 
Mohawk  Lodge,  X'o.  226.  He  atso  belongs' to  CMive 
Branch  Lodge,  X'o.  84.  F.  &  A.  M.,  and  Franklin 
Chapter,  Royal  Arch  Masons.  One  son  has  blessed 
the  home  of  Mr.  and  ^Irs.  Carroll,  James  Levi, 
born  Feb.  11,  1888.  Mr.  Carroll  is  a  thorough  busi- 
ness man  and  possesses  a  knowhdee  of  his  special 
line  quite  different  from  others  who  engage  in  it. 
His  secret  process  has  proved  successful  and  may 
lead  to  future  improvements. 

CAPT.  EDGAR  J.  HARDY,  of  the  steamship 
'"Chester  W.  Chapin,"  was  born  in  Fair  Haven.  X'ew 
Haven  county,  Aug.  23,  1864.  His  father,  John 
A.  Hardy,  was  born  on  Staten  Island,  and  was  a 
son  of  John  Hard}',  also  of  Staten  Island,  where 
the  founder  of  the  family  located  when  he  came 
from  England  to  America.  The  grandfather  died 
in  Jersey  City  at  the  age  of  ninetv-eight  years,  and 
of  the  numerous  children  born  him  four  are  still 
living,  all  residents  of  X'ew  Jersey  with  the  excep- 
tion of  the  father  of  our  subject,  who  is  living  re- 
tired in  X'ew  Haven.  The  grandmother  died  when 
comparatively  a  young  woman.  Both  she  and  hus- 
band were  faithful  members  of  the  Episcopal 
Church. 

John  A.  Hardy,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
reared  on  Staten  Island,  and  while  still  a  lad  be- 
gan making  trips  on  an  oyster  sIood,  gradually  ris- 
ing until  he  became  captain  of  a  vessel  that  sailed 
from  Xew  York  to  the  West  Indies,  in  the  fruit 
business.  This  was  his  occupation  for  fortv-five 
years,  and  he  became  well  known  in  many  ports  and 
was  highly  regarded  in  shipping  circles.  His  life 
is  now  one  of  ease,  as  he  lives  retired  in  Xew  11a- 
v.n.     Mr.  Hardy  married  Georgiana  Hayden,  who 
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was  born  in  ^\'e.^th^ook,  Ciir...  dauj^Iitcr  of  Tolin 
Hayden,  a  bcat-biiilder  there.  She  was  one  of  five 
children,  viz. :  Georgiana  ;  Edgar,  deceased  ;  Nellie, 
deceased:  Myrtie,  who  married  Charles  Hill,  and 
died  in  Clinton  :  and  Theodore,  who  died  in  Florida. 
■  Four  children  were  born  to  the  parents  of  our  sub- 
ject, namely :  Addie,  who  married  John  Brand,  in 
New  Bedford;  Aaron,  who  resides  "in  New  York; 
Edgar  ].,  our  subject:  and  Georgia,  who  married 
T.  Sherman  Foote,  of  Providence"  R.  I.  The  par- 
ents are  members  of  the  Congregational  Church. 

Edgar  J.  Hardy  spent  his  earlv  years  in  Fair 
Haven  and  attended  the  \\'oolsev  school.  His  nat- 
ural inclination  was  toward  a  life  on  the  water,  and 
he  began  his  career  on  a  sailing  vessel,  the  "C.  T. 
Vanname,"  of  Xew  Haven.  In  this  position  he 
continued  but  a  short  time,  being  rapidly  promoted 
and  soon  became  mate,  and  he  coasted  with  his  ves- 
sel to  the  West  Indies.  In  1883  he  entered  the  em- 
ploy of  the  Xew  Haven  Steamboat  Co.,  as  watch- 
man on  the  boats,  and  filled  all  the  positions  up 
to  captain,  to  which  he  was  promoted  Dec.  i,  1803. 
His  first  vessel  was  the  steamer  "C.  H.  Xortham," 
and  later  he  took  charge  of  tlie  steamer  "Richard 
Peck,"  and  subsequently  of  the  steamer  "Chester 
AV.  Chapin,"  which  is  one  of  the  finest  boats  on 
Long  Island  Souijd.  Capt.  Hardy  bscame  very 
popular  among  travelers,  his  skill,  care  and  seaman- 
ship being  such  as  to  inspire  perfect  confidence. 

In  1897  Capt.  Hardy  was  married  to  Miss  Anna 
Pearsall,  \\ho  was  born  in  Xew  York  City,  a  daugh- 
ter of  Charles  Pearsall,  a  successtul  dealer  in  fruit, 
and  a  granddaughter  of  John  Pearsall,  who  was  the 
first  dealer  to  obtain  a  load  of  fruit  by  sailing  ves- 
sel to  Xew  York.  Mrs.  Hardy's  maternal  grand- 
father was  the  first  hatter  on  Broadway,  Xew  York 
City;  his  store  was  located  at  the  corner  of  Broad- 
way and  Canal  street.  One  child  has  been  born 
to  Capt.  and  ^Mrs.  Hardy.  Capt.  Hardy  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Union  League  Club ;  the  Pequot  Club 
and  the  Kings  County  (X.  Y.)  Club;  the  American 
Brotherhood  of  Pilots  Association ;  and  Hiram 
Lodge,  A.  F.  &  A.   :M.  •     ,  . 

WILLIAM  EDWIX  IIUXTER  comes  of  a 
family  of  English  origin,  the  first  of  whom  to  emi- 
grate to  this  country  was  Ebenezer  Hunter,  from 
■whom  the  line  of  descent  runs  through  Xathaniel, 
William,  Solomon  and  Jethro  D.  to  the  gentleman 
whose  name  appears  above. 

Solomon  Hunter,  the  gr.andfather  of  \\'illiam 
E.,  a  native  of  Sharon,  Conn.,  married  Anna  Fow- 
ler, and  four  children  were  born  to  them,  of  whom 
Jethro  D.  was  the  second ;  Sarah  married  L.  D. 
Benson ;  Rubv  became  Mrs.  Horace  Reynolds;  and 
!Mary  married  John  McDonald. 

Jethro  D.  Hunter  was  born  in  Sharon.  Conn.. 
and  passed  his  life  in  farming.  In  1873  he  removed 
to  Amenia  Union.  Dutchc^^  Co..  X.  Y.,  where  he 
<lied  in  1880.  T'oliiically  he  was  a  Denii:crat,  and 
in- religion  a  communicant  of  the  Episcopal  Church. 


He  married  Cynthia  A.,  daugiUer  of  Lyman  Chap- 
man, a  farmer  of  Sharon,  and  thev  became  the  par- 
ents  of   eight   children :      ^Villiam     E.,    Sarah   A., 
,   Charles  H.,  Ida  A.,  Minnie,  Horace  R.,  Lorin  B. 
1   and   Ira.     Charles,   Minnie  and   Ira  are   deceased. 
!   Sarah  married  I'rederick   Morehouse,  a  liveryman 
of  Sharon.     Horace  married  Carrie   Ramsey,   and 
;   lives  in  Xaugatuck.    Lorin  married  Grace  M.  Odell, 
and  lives  in  Amenia  Union,  X.  Y.     Ida  is  unmar- 
ried and  lives  at  home. 

William  E.  Hunter  was  born  in  Sharon,  Conn., 
July  26,   1853.     His  boyhood  was  passed  in  hard 
work  upon  the  farm,  alternated  with  attendance  at 
the  district  scliool  winters,  and  he  also  had  a  private 
tutor.     He  accompanied  his  father  to  the  new  home 
in  Dutchess  county,  and  was  for  a  time  engaged  in 
farming  there,  after  which  he  conducted  a  grocery 
store  in  Winsted  for  a  time,  but  in  January,  1886, 
I   he  returned  to  Connecticut,  and  took  up  his  resi- 
dence in  Xaugatuck.    There  he  has  ever  since  made 
I  agriculture  his  vocaticn.  and  he  has  met  with  signal 
and   well-merited    success.      Possessed    of    a    fine 
physique,  his  mental  powers  are  also  of  no  mean 
I   order,  and  have  been  well  trained,  he  having  been 
;   a  teacher  in  both  Connecticut  and  Xew  York  States. 
i    Mr.  Hunter  owns  a  farm  of  340  acres,  and  rents 
:   225  additional  acres.     Both  farms  show  the  result 
of   his    intelligent,    constant    supervision.      On    his 
renteil    farm    he   cultivates   hay,    grain    and    other 
crops.     Mr.  Hunter  always  brings  to  the  manage- 
!  ment  of  his  afi'airs  keen  intelligence,  quick  percep- 
tion, sound  judgment  and  tireless  industry.     Old, 
I   dilapidated    buildings    have    been    remodeled,  and 
;   new  ones  constructed  after  modern  ideas,  and  Mr. 
Hunter  himself  is  abundantly  qualified  to  prepare 
the  plans,  estimate  the  cost  and  supervise  the  con- 
struction.     It   is   this   happy   union   of  brains   and 
brawn — a    combination    as    valuable    as    rare — that 
has  made  him  the  man  of  substance  he  is  to-day. 
He   has   made   a   specialty   of   dairy    farming,   and 
his  daily  sales  of  milk  at  retail  average  about  seven 
I   hundred  quarts.    He  owns  a  large  number  of  horses 
I   and  cows.     His  home  farm  is  situated  at  the  sum- 
j  mit  of  what  is  known  as  "Hunter's  Hill,"  an  emi- 
I   nence   some  five  hundred   feet  above   the   level   of 
\   surrounding  country.     From  this  point  of  vantage 
the  view  is  one  of  surpassing  loveliness.     For  miles 
in  every  direction  may  be  seen  highly  cultivated, 
well  improved  farms,  with  the  charming  borough 
of  Xaugatuck  in  the  foreground,  and  the  hustling 
city   of   Waterbury   only   five   miles   distant.      The 
'   smoke  of  many  factories  rises  lazily  and  floats  away, 
j   while  the  narrow  stream  of  the  river  winds  in  and 
!   out,    a    silver   thread    among   green     pastures    and 

board  fields  of  nodding,  golden  grain. 
'•  Mr.  Hunter  is  a  member  of  the  Second  Advent 
Church,  and  socially  he  is  a  member  of  the  Grange 
and  of  the  Order  of  Heptasophs.  He  is  independ- 
ent in  politics.  He  has  been  twice  married,  having 
chosen  a  wife  ^ach  time  from  among  the  maidens 
,   of  Dutchess   county,   X'.   Y.,  where  he  passed   the 
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vc'irs  'of  his  early  manhuod.  His  first  bride  was 
Adelia  Thompson,  to  whom  h.e  was  .joined  May  15, 
1877.  They  had  three  cliildren:  Cora  D.,  who 
married  George  P.  Young,  of  Xaugatuck ;  Herbert 
E. ;  and  Katie  W'.,  deceased.  On  October  2,  1SS9, 
Mr.  Hunter  married  Miss  Alice  E.  Sincerbox, 
whose  portrait  accompanies  his.  Tliis  union  has 
been  blessed  with  four  cliildren:  Ethel  A.,  Ray- 
mond W.,  Hazel  K.  and  Roy  W.  (deceased). 

ELBERT  W.  CARTWRIGHT.  a  prominent 
farmer  of  Centerville,  Hamden,  -was  born  in  Sharon, 
this  State,  Jan.  12.  1857.  His  father,  Watson 
Cartwright,  a  son  of  Anion  and  ^lary  (Smith) 
Cartwright,  was  also  a  native  of  Sharon,  where  he 
grew  to  manhcod  and  engaged  in  farmmg  for  some 
years.  There  he  married  Miss  Ammarillis  Peck,  a 
native  of  that  town  and  a  daugliter  of  George  W. 
Peck.  In  1864  they  removed  to  Cheshire,  Xew  Ha- 
ven county,  where  the  father  engaged  in  farming 
for  a  year  and  a  half,  and  in  1S66  came  to  Hamden, 
where  he  purchased  the  Joseph  A.  Rogers  farm 
of  seventy  acres  near  Centerville,  and  upon  that 
place  he  successfully  engaged  in  general  farming 
,  and  stock  raising  until  his  death.  In  politics  he  was 
a  stanch  Democrat,  but  was  never  an  office  seeker. 
He  died  March  25,  1891,  and  his  wife  departed  this 
life  Feb.  28,  1S99,  the  remains  of  both-  being  in- 
terred, in  the  W'hitneyville  cemeterv. 

Elbert  W.  Cartwright,  the  only  child  of  this 
worthy  couple,  pursued  his  studies  in  the  schools  of 
Sharon  and  Hamden,  and  when  his  education  was 
completed  devoted  his  entire  time  and  attention  to 
the  operation  of  the  home  farm,  which  he  now 
owns.  It  is  a  valuable  tract  of  seventy-five  acres, 
under  excellent  cultivation  and  well  improved.  He 
is  a  thorough  and  systematic  farmer,  and  has  met 
with  well-deserved  success  in  his  labors.  He  holds 
membership  in  the  Mount  Carmel  Congregational 
Church,  and  in  politics  supports  the  men  and  meas- 
ures of  the  Democratic  party. 

On  Oct.  22,  1890,  Mr.  Cartwright  was  united  in 
marriage  with  ^liss  Hattie  B.  Leek,  a  native  of 
Hamden,  and  a  daughter  of  Jeremiah  E.  and  Cath- 
erine (Sanford)  Leek.  Three  children  blessed  this 
union:  Florence  Peck,  Ralph  E.  and  Reba  San- 
ford. The  wife  and  mother  entered  into  rest  March 
27,  1901,  aged  forty-two  years  and  six  months,  and 
her  remains  were  interred  in  the  family  lot  in  the 
Whitneyville  cemetery.  She.  too,  held  membership 
in  the  Mount  Carmel  Congregational  Church. 

•  FREDERIC  A.  FIXCH,  the  popular  publisher 
of  The  Braiiford  Opinion,  is  a  native  of  Connecti- 
cut, born  in  Southingtcn  Jan.  23,  1S68.  a  son  of 
Dennis  Porter  and  Sarah  (Lamkin)  Finch.  In 
September,  1877.  his  parents  moved  to  Xew  Haven, 
and  in  the  public  schools  of  that  city  he  obtained 
his  education,  graduating  in  1884.  When  he 
started  out  in  life  f  t  liini-elf  l:o  l'vg.-i;i  t.'  learn 
the   printer's   trade    in    May,    1884,    w 
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it  Rnhin.son.     The  work  p:-oved  congenial  to  hiui, 

I  and  he  rapidly  mastered  all  the  details.     From  188S 

I   until  October,  1S91,  he  was  employed  as  pressman 

!   with  O.  A.  Dorman.  and  then  went  to  Lyme,  Conn.. 

where  he   was   similarly  employed   on    The  SoiiiiJ 

Breeze.     On  Jan.    18,   1892,  he  came  to  Bran  ford 

and  purchasecl  The  Branford   Opinion  on  the  5th 

of  the   following  April.     Fie  has  met  with  much 

success   in   his   chosen   calling,   and   his   paper   has 

steadily  improveel  in  general  makeup,  as  well  as  in 

its  subscription  lists. 

On  June  27,  1894,  ^.Ir.  Finch  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Edith  A.  Knapp,  and  one  son,  Donald 
I  Porter,  born  Aug.  8,  1899,  has  blessed  this  union. 
!  Politically  I\Ir.  Finch  is  a  Republican,  and  has 
served  as  registrar  of  voters  in  Branford,  1890  to 
1902.  Socially  he  is  a  member  of  Woodland  Lodge, 
X'o.  39,  K.  of  P.,  and  ]\Iontowcse  Lodge,  X'.  E.  O.  P. 

DR.  EDWARD  SEY-MOUR  MOULTOX.  a 
physician  of  X^ew  Haven,  was  born  April  26,  1868, 
in  Xew  Bedford,  Mass.,  but  acquired  his  educa-  j 
tion  in  the  public  schools  at  Oberlin,  Ohio,  anel  the  j 
Grand  River  Institute  of  Austinburg,  Ohio.  He 
was  graduated  from  Oberlin  College  in  1891,  re-  I 
ceiving  the  degree  of  A.  B.,  and  from  the  Yale  j 
Medical  School  in  1894,  when  the  degree  of  A.  M.  \ 
was  conferred  upon  him  by  Oberlin.  After  hospital  I 
service  in  X'ew  York  and'  travel  in  California  and  I 
South  America,  he  located  at  Xo.  221  York  street.  ! 
Xew  Haven.  J 

Dr.  Moulton's  father.  Rev.  Tyler  Calvin  ^loul- 
ton,  was  born  in  .Ascott,  Canada,  Jan.  26,  1826,  a 
son  of  Calvin  Aloulton,  Jr.,  and  Adaline  Hudson, 
the  latter  a  daughter  of  Elisha  Hudson,  a  soldier 
in  the  Revolution.  Calvin  IMoulton,  Jr.,  was  a  son 
of  Calvin  Moulton,  Sr.,  and  Ruth  Blodgett,  whose 
father  was  a  Revolutionary  soldier,  and  was  born 
in  Rutland,  \'t.,  Xov.  11,  1797.  Calvin  Moulton, 
Sr.,  was  born  in  Z\Ionson,  Alass.,  in  1774.  Dr. 
^Moulton's  paternal  ancestors  came  to  Massachusetts, 
previous  to  1650. 

Rev.  Tyler  Calvin  Moulton  was  a  Unitarian 
clergyman,  his  pastorates  having  been  at  A^ustin- 
burg  and  Franklin,  Ohio,  and  Xew  Bedford,  Mass. 
He  served  in  the  war  of  the  Rebellion  as  chaplain 
of  the  3d  Mass.  Vol.  Cav.,  and  later  became  chap- 
lain of  the  William  Logan  Rodman  Post,  Xo.  i, 
G.  A.  R.,  of  X'ew  Bedford,  Mass.  He  was  known 
as  an  able  speaker  and  writer-.  His  death  occurred 
Aug.  5,  1870.  He  married  Susan  A.  Seymour,  who 
was  born  in  Otsego  count}-,  X'.  Y.,  in  1834,  a  daugh- 
ter of  Deacon  Hart  Seymour,  and  his  wife.  Mercy 
Xorth,  who  was  a  daughter  of  Deacon  Stephen 
X'orth,  and  descendant  of  John  X'orth,  one  of  thf- 
original  proprietors  of  Farmington.  Hart  Sev- 
mour  was  the  son  of  Deacon  Jonathan  Se\inour  and 
Abigail  Hart,  who  were  both  born  in  Xew  Britain. 
Conn.  Jonathan  Se}Tnour  was  a  soldier  of  the  Rev- 
nlutioii  and  a  lieut;nant  in  the  Connecticut  State  i 
Militia.     Lieut.  Elisha    Savage,    of    Berlin,    Conn., 
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another  preat-g-ranilfatlicr  "f  Dr.- Moulton,  was  a 
Revolutionary  soldier.  The  maternal  ancestors  of 
Dr.  Moulton  were  among  the  earliest  settlers  of 
Connecticut,  coming  from  Massachusetts  to  Hart- 
ford in  1635,  settling  there  and  in  Farmington  ;  the 
names  of  eight  of  these  ancestors.  Richard  Sey- 
mour, Stephen  Hart,  Thomas  Judd,  John  Steele, 
Governor  Thomas  Welles.  Elder  John  ^^'hite,  John 
Wilcox  and  William  Wadsworth.  are  recorded  on 
the  "Founders'  Monument  of  Flartford." 

Dr.  Moulton  was  assistant  in  the  medical  clinic 
in  Yale  Medical  School  from  1895  to  189".  and  in 
Gynaecology  from  1897  to  1809.  He  helongs  to 
the  city,  county  and  State  Medical  Societies  (being 
clerk  of  the  County  Society),  and  to  the  New  Ha- 
ven Grays,  and  also  to  the  patriotic  order  of  the 
Sons  of  Veterans.  He  attends  the  Congregational 
Church. 

On  Feb.  28.  1898,  Dr.  Moulton  was  married  to 
Fanchon  Wilson,  who  was  born  in  California,  only 
daughter  of  James  Thomas  and  Mary  Stewart 
Smith.  One  son,  James  Seymour,  born  Feb.  7, 
1899,  in  Zaruma,  Ecuador,  S.  A.,  has  brightened 
their  home. 

HON.  DAMD  WALTER  FATTEN.  The 
town  of  North  Haven  has  the  distinction  of  having 
within  its  borders  some  of  the  finest  farms  of  New 
Haven  county,  and  among  these  the  one  which 
bears  the  palm  as  a  dairy  farm  is  owned  by  D. 
Walter  Patten,  and  is  located  in  the  eastern  part 
of  the  town.  This  farm  contains  225  acres,  and  has 
been  in  the  possession  of  the  Patten  family  for 
nearly  forty  years,  being  the  original  Pierrepont 
farm  upon  which  the  late  Hon.  Edwards  Pierre- 
pont, ex-minister  to  England,  was  born.  David 
Patten,  the  grandfather  of  our  subject,  was  born 
in  Salem,  N'ew  London  county,  Conn.,  where  he 
became  a  farmer  and  a  dealer  in  lumber  for  ship- 
ping. 

Daniel  A.  Patten,  son  of  David  Patten,  was  also 
bom  in  Salem,  where  he  received  a  district-school 
education.  After  teaching  there  a  number  of  years, 
in  the  meantime  studying  medicine,  he  went  to  New 
York  and  was  graduated  from  the  College  of  Physi- 
cians and  Surgeons.  He  first  located  for  practice 
in  Park  Row,  in  that  city,  and  latei  he  removed 
to  Baltimore,  Md.,  where  he  enjoyed  a  large  and 
lucrative  practice  for  a  number  of  years,  when  fail- 
ing health  caused  him  to  abandon  the  profession. 
He  returned  to  his  boyhood  home,  in  Salem,  wlierc 
he  remained  until  1861,  at  that  time  cbming  to 
North  Haven,  desiring  the  health-giving  life  on  a 
farm.  Dr.  Patten  then  purchased  the  farm  now 
owned  by  his  son,  and  continued  to  operate  it  un- 
til 1885,  when  he  disposed  of  it  to  his  son.  and, 
retiring  from  active  life,  died  in  1S87.  Dr.  Patten 
was  an  ardent  Republican,  and  served  the  town  of 
Salem  in  the  Legislature,  even  representing  that 
town  shortly  after  his  removal  to  Nfrtli  Ha'. en,  in 
a  special  session.    During  \'if'-j-~o-~'^  he  represented 


North  Haven  in  the  Legislature,  although  the  office 
was  none  of  his  seeking,  his  peculiar  titness  for  the 
office  causing  his  fellow  citizens  almost  to  thrust 
it  upon  him.  He  also  served  the  town  for  several 
years  as  first  selectman,  and  for  many  years  was 
a  member  of  the  Society's  connnittee  of  the  North 
Haven  Congregational  Church.  His  widow,  Mary 
Belcher  Hvde.  a  native  of  Greenwich,  Conn.,  is  now 
residing  in  North  Haven.  The  children  born  to 
this  union  were :  Henry,  a  graduate  of  Yal-^  mar- 
ried Rose  M.  Sloan,  and  resides'  in  Philadelphia, 
where  he  is  instructor  in  the  Central  Flign  School ; 
David  Walter ;  Lillian  W.  married  George  B.  Todd, 
and  lives  in  North  Haven;  and  Marion  is  teaching 
in  the  public  school  in  South  Norwalk. 

David  Walter  Patten  was  born  Feb.  7,  1862, 
in  the  house  which  he  now  occupies,  and  received 
his  primary  education  in  the  district  schools.  After 
a  two-years'  course  at  Bacon  Academy,  in  Col- 
chester, he  prepared  at  Joseph  Giles'  private  school 
for  the  scientific  department  of  Yale  L'niversity. 
Previous  to  entering  Yale  Mr.  Patten  was  for  two 
years  assistant  instructor  of  mathematics  in  the 
famous  "Collegiate  and  Commercial  Institute,"  of 
which  the  late  \\'illiam  H.  Russell  was  president. 
He  was  graduated  from  Yale  Scientific  School  in 
1887,  and  then  returned  to  the  farm  which  he  had 
purchased  in  1885,  rnd  to  which  he  has  since  added 
by  additional  purchases  and  has  made  improvements 
which  have  placed  this  farm  in  the  front  rank  of 
dairy  fanns  in  the  State.  For  thirty  years  the 
Clover  Dairy  Farm  has  practically  supplied  the 
most  fastidious  patrons  of  the  New  Haven  market. 
Mr.  Patten. has  introduced  modern  methods,  ren- 
dering his  products  the  purest  to  be  obtained  any- 
where, and  the  reputation  of  his  produce  has  ex- 
tended over  a  wide  territory.  He  also  has  a  peach 
orchard  of  1,500  trees. 

On  Oct.  16,  1889,  Mr.  Patten  was  married  to 
Erminie  Ivison  Emley,  who  was  born  in  ^Moodus, 
Middlesex  county.  Conn.,  a  daughter  of  George  L 
Emley,  superintendent  of  the  New  York  Net  and 
Twine  Company's  mills  of  that  place.  Three  chil- 
dren have  been  born  to  this  union,  Edna  L,  Mable 
S.  and  Martha  Alberta.  Air.  Patten  is  a  s1:anch  Re- 
publican, has  been  president  of  the  North  Haven 
Republican  Club  for  several  years,  and  ably  repre- 
sented the  town  of  North  Haven  in  the  General 
Assemlily  during  1898-9,  serving  as  clerk  of  the 
committee  on  Incorporations.  In  1900  he  was 
elected  first  selectman  and  re-elected  in  1901.  In 
1901  he  was  elected  by  the  General  Assembly  as  a 
member  of  the  State  Board  of  Agriculture  for  New 
Haven  county.  Mr.  Patten  is  an  educated,  intelli- 
gent farmer  who  understands  and  enjovs  his  agri- 
cultural experiments,  and  by  the  exercise  of  energy 
has  been  able  to  show  the  country  what  intelligent 
farming  can  accomplish.  Fraternally  he  is  con- 
nected with  Corinthian  Lodge,  No.  36,  A.  F.  & 
A.  M.,  of  Xorthford,  and  is  a  charter  member  of 
North  Haven  Grange,  being  one  of  its  organizers. 
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I'l.iiiiincntly  iilcntificd  \vi;h  nil  of  the  leading;  farni- 
iiiy  iiuerests  ot  the  State,  ho  is  connected  with  the 
State  Poniological  Society,  and  is  a  Hfe  member  of 
■  rlic  Connecticut  Dairymen's  Association.  Although 
nccupied  with  both  public  affairs  and  private  busi- 
ness, Mr.  Patten  is  a  factor  in  the  social  life  of  the 
coninuihity,  and  entertains  hospitably  in  his  hand- 
-oine  home.  JJoth  he  and  his  wife  are  valued  and 
consistent  members  of  the  Congregational  Church 
of  North  Haven. 

REV.  C.  REIXHOLD  TAPPERT.  the  beloved 
pastor  of  the  Immanuers  Evangelical  Lutheran 
Church,  on  Cook  avenue  and  Hanover  street,  in 
Meriden,  was  born  in  Hamein,  Hanover.  Germany, 
IV-c.  13,  1866,  a  son  of  Charles  Tappert,  born  at 
F.iseiiach,  Thueringen.  Charles  Tappert  was  an 
architect  and  builder  by  occupation  and  a  man  of 
education  and  influence.  His  death  occurred  while 
still  in  the  prime  of  life.  His  wife,  Mrs.  Alvina 
(  Hancke)  Tappert,  was  a  native  of  Luechow.  Ger- 
many, and  after  the  death  of  her  husband  came  to 
.\merica  with  her  family,  and  now  resides  in  Xew' 
York  City.  Of  the  ten  children  of  the  family 
those  who  still  survive  are :  Emma,  a  Lutheran 
Deaconess;  C.  Reinhold;  Mary;  Franz;  Gustave,  a 
clergyman  of  the  Lutheran  Church,  in  New  York 
City;  Charles:  Ernest  August,  a  clergyman. of  the 
Lutheran  Church,  at  Washington  Heights,  New 
York  City:  and  Alwine. 

Rev.  Mr.  Tappert  attended  tlie  schools  in  his 
native  land,  and  was  seven  years  old  when  the  fam- 
ily removed  to  Muender,  where  the  father  enga.ged 
in  a  manufacturing  business  and  our  subject  had 
the  advantages  of  excellent  educational  training. 
At  the  age  of  sixteen  he  graduated  from  the  Latin 
school.  His  inclination  being  in  the  direction  of 
the  ministrv,  he  entered  then  the  Kropp  Theo- 
logical Seminary,  and  remained  four  years,  until 
lie  had  finished  his  course  in  the  spring  of  1887. 
When  the  call  was'  made  by  the  Home  Missions,  of 
the  General  Council  for  young  men  for  mission 
work  anlong  tlieir  countrymen  in  America,  Air. 
Tappert  responded,  and  that  same  vear  came  to  this 
country  and  took  charge  of  St.  Peter's  Church  at 
Greenport,  L.  L.  Although  not  yet  of  age,  he  con- 
tinued to  admiriister  to  this  congregation  for  fifteen 
months.  On  Dec-  iS.  1887,  he  was  ordained  by  the 
president  of  the  first  district  of  the  Evangelical  Lu- 
theran Ministerium  of  New  York,  and  in  t888  lie 
was  called  by  the  president  of  the  Synod  to  take 
charge  of  a  mission  in  New  York  City,  and  eagerly 
entered  upon  his  Christian  labors.  Having  rented 
an  unoccupied  store  on  Tenth  avenue,  at  a  cost  of 
^48  per  month,  he  started  into  school  teaching,  and 
had  140  pupils  who  contributed  one  dollar  a  niontli. 
He  continued  faithfully  to  perfomi  his  duties  as 
missionary  and  teacher  until  his  health  completely 
failed  him.  In  1889  he  received  a  call  to  Meriden' 
a>  successor  t.j  Rev.  E.  ^\'itt!^^an,  as  pa'^tor  of  tiie 
Ininianuel's  Evangelical  Lutheran  Church  and  also 


of  the  First  F.vaiigclical  Lutheran  Church  of  Soutli- 
ingiun.  and  fur  the  pa.-t  twelve  years  has  f;iithfully 
attended  to  the  spiritual  needs  of  both  congrega- 
tions. Mr.  Tappert  has  had  nuich  to  encourage  him. 
During  his  pastorate  the  church  and  parsonage  have 
been  built  and  his  congregation  numbers  500  mem- 
bers. When  he  first  came  to  Meriden  ho  was 
obliged  to  hold  his  services  in  the  hall  of  the  Y. 
M.  C.  A. 

Rev.  Mr.  Tappert  married  Ma,gdLlena  Drach,  in 
her  home  in  Greenport,  L.  I.,  a  daughter  of  Peter 
Drach,  a  lady  of  high  character,  and  one  who  is 
well  fitted  to  be  a  helpmate  for  her  worthy  husband. 
The  children  of  this,  union  number  five:  Johanna, 
Ruth,  Martha,  Reinhold  and  Gustav. 

FREDERICK  ^\'ARD  BROWN,  D.  D.  S.,  who 
has  been  successfully  engaged  in  the  practice  of 
dentistry  in  New  Haven  since  18S8,  is  a  native  of 
that  city,  born  July  14.  1863.  The  family  h^ve  re- 
sided there  for  several  generations;  the  Doctor's 
.grandfather,  Andrew  L.  Brown,  was  engaged  in 
business  as  a  soap  manufacturer  in  New  Haven 
with  his  brother  Charles.  Their  factory  was  located 
on  L'nion  street.  He  had  three  children  :  William 
H.,  father  of  our  subject;  Robert  A.,  wlio  is  sec- 
retary and  treasurer  of  the  New  Haven  Savings 
Bank,  and  alio  president  of  the  New  Haven  Mfg. 
Co.;  and  Mary,  who  married  Henry  Holt,  of 
Springfield,  Mass.  Mrs.  Brown  was  a  member  of 
the  First  Baptist  Church. 

William  H.  Brown  was  born  in  New  Haven  and 
there  reared,  receiving  his  education  in  the  com- 
mon schools  and  in  the  Lancasterian  school.  He 
was  engaged  in  business  as  a  dealer  in  cigars  and 
spirits,  carrying  on  same  up  to  the  time  of  his  death, 
which  occurred  in  1888.  w'hen  he  was  aged  fiftv- 
one.  He  married  Cornelia  Camp,  and  they  had  four 
children :  William  H. ;  Frederick  Ward,  whose 
name  opens  these  lines ;  and  Albert  R.  and  Andrew 
L.,  both  of  whom  are  dentists  in  New  York  City, 
where  Airs.  Brown,  the  mother,  also  makes  her 
home.  Mrs.  Brown  is  a  daughter  of  Horace  Camp, 
who  died  at  the  age  of  eightv-four,  and  his  wife, 
whose  maiden  name  was  White,  and  who  lived  to 
the  age  of  eighty-six. 

Frederick  \\'.  Brown  attended  the  public  schools 
of  New  Haven  during  his  boyhood.  His  early 
studies  in  dentistry  were  pursued  with  Drs.  Au5ten 
B.  Fuller,  F'rank  C.  Swift  and  J.  S.  Cairoli,  of 
Bridgeport,  and  IT.  J.  Stevens,  of  New  Haven.  He 
then  took  a  course  at  the  University  of  Pennsvl- 
vania,  from  wdiich  institution  he  was  graduated  in 
1888,  and  he  has  since  engaged  in  practice  on  his 
own  account.  Dr.  Brown  commands  a  large  pat- 
ronage, wdiich  keeps  himself  and  his  assistants  con- 
stantly busy.  His  offices,  wdiich  are  finely  fitted  up 
and  completely  equipped,  are  located  at  No.  112 
Orange  street.  Dr.  Brown  has  been  quite  active  in 
the  social  and  fraternal  life  cf  the  citv,  being  a 
member  in  good  standing  of  Pyramid  Lodge,  A.  O. 
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U.  \\  . :  Vale  Loilgc,  Ileiitasophs  :  and  of  i!:c  Ma- 
sonic fraternity,  in  wliich  he  has  attained  the  thirty- 
second  decree,  belcnsincr  to  Wooster  Lodge,  F.  & 
A.  M. ;  Franklin  Chapter;  New  Haven  Com- 
mandery:  Pyramid  Temple,  A.  A.  O.  X.  M.  S..  and 
the  Scottish  Rite  Ma.-ons.  The  Doctor's  great 
uncle,  Charles  P>ro\vn,  was  the  first  master  of 
Wooster  Ledge.  Dr.  Brown  is  also  a  member  of  the 
Second  Company,  Governor's  Foot  Gnard.  of  which 
he  is  commissary  sergeant.  Professionally  he  be- 
longs to  the  Xew  Haven  Dental  Chib.  and  the  State 
Dental  S>  ciety.  His  political  allegiance  is  given  to 
the  Republican  partv. 

In  1892.  Dr.  Brown  married  Miss  Jennie  A. 
Thomas,  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Halsev  C. 
Thomas,  of  New  Haven.  Two  children.  Mildred 
and  Leonard,  have  blessed  their  home.  The  Doctor 
and  his  wife  arc  singers  of  note,  and  they  have 
sung  at  different  times  in  the  principal  churches 
of  Xew  Haven. 

H.\RRISOX  B.  TOLLES.  "Man's  sociality 
of  nature,"  says  Carlyle.  "evinces  itself,  in  spite 
of  all  that  can  be  said,  with  abundance  of  evidence 
by  this  one  fact,  if  there  were  no  other — the  un- 
speakable delight  he  takes  in  biography."'  and  in 
the  record  of  our  successful  business  men  and  lead- 
ers of  thought  there  is  much  to  interest  and  instruct 
the  reader.  The  subject  of  this  sketch,  a  promi- 
nent resident  of  Ansonia,  is  deserving  of  special 
mention  as  a  self-made  man  who  has  made  the  most 
of  his  opportunities  and  acliievcd  a  substantial 
success. 

Mr.  Tolles  was  born  April  28,  1S45.  in  Pine 
Bridge,  town  of  Seymour,  this  county,  and  belongs 
to  a  well-known  family  of  this  section.  Daniel 
Tolles,  his  grandfather,  followed  farming  in  the 
town  of  Bethany  throughout  a  long  life.  Isaac 
Tolles,  our  subject's  father,  was  born  and  reared 
in  Bethany,  and  became  a  merchant  in  X'augatuck. 
He  continued  business  for  forty-five  years  with 
different  partners,  becoming  regarded  as  one  of  the 
substantial  citizens  of  the  town.  He  was  an  ardent 
supporter  of  the  anti-slavery  cause,  and  later  be- 
came a  stanch  Republican,  and  for  many  years  he 
was  active  in  municipal  affairs,  serving  as  ward 
inspector  and  tax  collector.  His  death  occurred  in 
X'augatuck,  when  he  was  aged  eighty-three  years. 
He  married  Maria  W.  Buckingham,  a  devout  and 
consistent  member  of  the  ^lethodist  Episcopal 
Church,  who  is  still  living  at  the  age  of  seventy- 
nine.  She  was  born  in  Middlebury,  one  of  the 
eight  children  of  Hezekiah  Buckingham,  now  de- 
ceased, who  came  from  Ohio  and  made  his  per- 
manent home  upon  a  farm  in  Middlebury.  His 
wife,  whose  inaiden  name  was  Matilda  \\'ooster. 
lived  to  the  age  of  seventy-two.  while  her  mother 
lived  to  be  ninety-nine.  Our  subject  was  the  first 
of  a  family  of  eight  children,  the  others  being: 
Ulysses,  deceased:  Eliza,  deccaseii :  Fr^n-  :;:.  n<:iw 
in  Naugatuck;  Ralph,  a  resident  oi  Plainiield,  X'. 


J.:  Lulu,  who  married  William  \\'ard,  of  Sevniour; 
Arthur,  a  resident  of  Xaugatuck ;  and  Eliza  {2), 
wife  of  Ira  Bennett,  of  Vermont. 

During  his   boyhood   our   subject   attended   the 
common  schools  of  Xaugatuck  and  the  W'esleyan 
Academy  at  Wilhraham,  Mass.,  and  when  a  young 
man  he  engaged  in  butchering  in  Xaugatuck.   After 
five   years  he   removed  to   Xew   Haven,   where   he 
continueil  the  business  three  years  longer,  in  con- 
nection with  licensed  groceries.     He  then  spent  a 
year  in  Waterbury,  in  the  bottling  business,  and  a 
year  in  Harrisbnrg,  Pa.,  and  in  1873  he  returned  to- 
j   Ansonia    and    opened   a   bottling   establishment    in 
j   company  with  S.  W.  Billam,  under  the  firm  name 
I   of  Billam  &  Tolb_s.    He  conducted  same  until  May, 
1    1897.    -■^t  the  time  of  selling  out  he  was  the  second 
oldest  man   in   the  business   in  the  town,  and   for 
:   years  he  did  the  largest  bottling  business  between 
i    Waterbury  and  Bridgeport,  keeping  a  number  of 
men  and  teams,  and  sending  goods  to  all  the  sur- 
rounding towns  and  cities.     In   1886  he  built  his 
present    beautiful     residence    at     X'o.    19    William 
street,  being  the  fourth  to  build  on  the  street,  and 
he  is  interested  in  the  real-estate  business  to  some 
extent. 

In  1868  Mr.  Tolles  married  IMiss  Alice  Tuttle. 
daughter  of  Zopher  Tuttle.   a  wood  and   charcoal 
dealer  of  Xaugatuck,  who  also  conducted  a  watch 
factory  there  for  a  time.     He  died  aged   seventy- 
four  years,  and  his  wife,  Xancy   (Sherman),  died 
at   the   age   of   sixty-two.      3ilrs.   Tolles   was   born 
in  Xaugatuck.  and  was  one  of  a  family  of  ten  chil- 
dren.    Our  subject  has  one   son.   Burton    I.,  now 
twenty  years  old,  who  graduated  from  the  Ansonia 
high     school,   pursued    a   course    in    the   Applied 
Sciences  at  Vale  College,  graduating  in  the  class 
I    of    1901,   and   is   now   a   student   in    Vale   Medical 
i    School.     The   family   is   identified    with   the   Epis- 
copal  Church,   Mrs.   Tolles   being  a   member,   and 
!   politically   our   subject   affiliates    with   the   Repub- 
lican party.     He  belongs  to  the  F.  &  A.  AL,  hold- 
;    ing   membership    in    George    \\'ashington    Lodge ; 
I   Mt.  Vernon  Chapter.  R.  A.  yi. :  X'ew  Haven  Com- 
mandery,   at   Xew   Haven ;   and   Pvramid   Temple, 
Xobles  of  the  Mystic  Shrine,  at  Bridgeport.  *"  He 
is  also  an  active  worker  in  the  Ansonia  Club,  the 
leading  social  club  of  the  town. 

MRS.  EMMA  J.  POWE,  a  highly  respected 
resident  of  Ansonia.  is  prominent  in  the  social  life 
of  that  locality,  the  influence  of  her  active  and  cul- 
tured mind  and  strong-  womanly  character  being- 
recognized  in  various  lines  of  work.  She  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Bartholomew  family,  which  has  been 
well  known  in  this  section  from  an  early  date,  and 
two  brothers  and  two  sisters  are  represented  else- 
where. 

William  Powe  ("deceased),  husband  of  our  sub- 
ject, was  identified  for  many  years  with  the  manu- 
facturing interests  of  the  town,  holding  positions 
of  unusual  respon-ihility  and  trust.     His  death  oc-. 
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ciirred  in  181)5.  when  Ik-  \\n<  '  in;-ccl  fortv-five.  H'' 
was  born  Dec.  6.  1850,  in  Derby,  this  county,  son 
of  Lewis  Powe,  and  t^randson  of  Major  Powe,  an 
EngHshman,  who  came  to  America  as  an  expert 
workman  in  the  refining  of  copper,  locating  in  Belle- 
ville, X.  J.  Lewis  Powe  was  trained  to  his  father's 
business  in  his  youth,  and  after  following  it  for  a 
time  in  I!elIeville,t(Kik  a  position  in  Derbv,  later  go- 
ing to  Ansonia,  where  he  was  employed  for  years 
by  the  A.  B.  C.  Co.,  as  foreman.  In  1854  he  went  to 
South  America,  and  on  his  return  was  for  some  time 
employed  as  an  expert  refiner  bv  the  Park  Bros.,  of 
Pittsburg,  being  manager  and  member  of  the  firm, 
and  by  the  Duvall  Co.,  of  Brooklyn;  his  last  work, 
however,  was  done  for  the  A.  B.  C.  Co.,  of  An- 
sonia. About  tlie  time  of  his  retirement  he  became 
interested  in  orange  culture  in  Florida,  where  he 
died  at  the  age  of  seventy-three.  He  was  a  man 
of  ability,  and  was  much  respected  wherever  he  was 
known.  He  married  Harriet  Blackman,  a  native  of 
Oxford,  who  died  in  1854,  aged  thirty-six.  They 
had  two  children  :  Louise,  professor  of  art  in  \\'ells 
College :  and  William. 

William  Powe  was  reared  in  Ansonia,  and  com- 
pleted his  education  in  the  School  of  Mines.  Co- 
lumbia University,  New  York.  He  started  busi- 
ness life  as  a-  bookkeeper  for  the  Brass  &  Copper 
■  Co.  Possessing  rare  discrimination,  his  services 
came  into  demand  as  a  general  buver  and  utility 
man  with  the  Ansonia  Brass  &  Copper  Co.,  of  An- 
sonia, and  after  twenty-one  years  of  responsible 
work  there  he  became  connected  with  the  Alumi- 
num, Brass  &  Bronze  Co..  of  Bridgeport.  Socially 
he  vi'as  connected  with  Washington  Lodge,  F.  & 
A.  M.,  at  Ansonia. 

On  Sept.  17,  1873,  Mr.  Powe  married  Miss 
Emma  J.  Bartholomew,  and  they  had  two  children : 
(i)  Harriet  married  Dr.  F".  G.  Baldwin,  a  dentist 
in  Ansonia  and  has  had  one  child.  Lewis  Powe. 
(2)  Fannie  Louise  died  in  1889,  aged  ten  years  and 
eleven  months.  Mr.  Powe  was  a  genial,  hospitable 
gentleman,  and  made  many  friends,  among  all 
classes.  He  was  a  Republican  in  political  sentiment, 
but  not  active  in  party  aftairs.  or  for  that  matter  in 
public  life  of  any  sort,  though  he  served  twenty-one 
years  as  foreman  of  the  Hose  Company.  He  sang 
in  the  choir  of  the  Congregational  Church,  but  was 
not  united  with  any  religious  body. 

Mrs,  Powe  was  born  in  Ansonia,  in  the  house 
now  occupied  bv  her  brother  Arthur.  Her  father, 
the  late  J.  H.  Bartholomew,  was  a  prominent  citi- 
zen'of  Ansonia,  and  an  account  of  his  life  appears 
elsewhere.  In  1833  he  married  Polly  H.  Root,  who 
was  born  in  181 1  m  Plymouth,  Conn.,  and  died  in 
1881.  She  was  the  daughter  of  Truman  Root,  a  suc- 
cessful fanner  whose  last  years  were  spent  in  An- 
sonia. He  married  Lewina  Hemingway,  of  Plym- 
outh, Conn.,  v.ho  lived  to  the  age  of  eighty,  and  they 
had  thirteen  chddren,  two  of  whom  are  living.  Mrs. 
Powe  is  one  of  a  family  of  .-^ix  children,  of  whom 
four  survive,  nameh':  Mrs.  P.  T.  Terry.  Mrs. 
73 


T-'rances  E.  Bristol,  Arthur  and  Mrs.  Powe.  Dana 
died  recently.  All  reside  in  Cliff  street,  Ansonia, 
where  the  parents  also  resided,  and  Mrs.  Powe's 
home,  at  No.  134.  is  the  center  of  a  refined  hos- 
pitality. She  is  well  read,  especially  in  historical 
lines,  and  extensive  travel  in  the  United  States  and 
,:.broad  has  added  to  her  store  of  information  upon 
general  subjects.  As  recording  secretary  of  the  D. 
A.  R.  she  is  influential  in  the  local  branch,  and  she 
is  also  an  active  worker  in  the  Congregational 
Church,  to  which  her  parents  belonged,  and  of 
which  her  daughter  and  son-in-law  are  also  mem- 
bers. 

WILLIAM  C.  KLEIXECKE  is  one  of  those 
hustling  and  energetic  characters  who  give  Water- 
bury  quite  a  distinctive  character  among  cities  of 
its  class  in  Xew  England.  Push  and  determination 
mark  all  his  actions,  and  he  is  widely  known  as  an 
honorable  and  upright  man. 

Mr.  Kleinecke  was  born  in  Hartford,  Conn.,. 
X'ov.  3,  1854,  son  of  Henry  Kleinecke,  who  was 
born  in  Brunswick,  Germany,  in  1812,  and  died  in 
1865.  He  married  Johanna  Kutscher,  who  was- 
born  in  1820  and  died  in  1886.  She  was  a  native 
of  Prussia,  where  her  father  was  a  locksmith. 
Henry  Kleinecke  was  a  soldier  in  his  native  land, 
and  served  in  the  Ducal  army.  Having  partici- 
pated in  the  German  Revolutionary  movements  in: 
1848,  he  came  to  the  United  States  the  following 
year,  settling  in  Hartford,  Conn.,  and  learning  the- 
tailor  trade.  During  the  Civil  war  he  made  sol- 
diers' overcoats,  on  a  subcontract.  He  was  the  fa- 
ther of  five  children :  Hermine,  Louise,  Augusta,. 
William  C.  and  Albert  H.  Augusta  is  deceased, 
Albert  H.  is  an  assistant  superintendent  at  Lincoln 
Park,  Chicago,  and  an  ex-alderman  of  that  city. 
Henry  Kleinecke  was  a  Democrat  politically.  He 
and  his  family  belonged  to  the  Lutheran  Church. 

William  C.  Kleinecke  spent  the  first  eleven  years 
of  his  life  in  Hartford,  where  he  received  all  his 
schooling.  For  three  years  he  worked  on  a  farm 
near  Hartford,  and  then  learned  the  trade  of  a 
barber,  which  he  followed  until  about  three  years 
ago.  Taking  his  fortunes  into  his  own  hands  so 
earlv  in  life,  he  had  a  rather  limited  education,  and 
as  he  grew  older  he  felt  a  lack  which  lie  partially 
corrected  bv  attendance  at  night  schools,  and  close 


and  systematic   reading.     On  Aug.    10,    li 


V/. 


Mr. 


Kleinecke  came  to  ^\'aterbury,  which  has  since 
been  his  home.  F"or  the  last  three  years  he  has 
been  connected  with  the  Xew  York  Life  Insurance 
Co.  His  name  is  enrolled  among  the  mcinbors  of 
the  A.  O.  U.  W.,  the  Woodmen  of  the  World  and 
the  Foresters  of  America,  and  he  is  now  holding  the 
position  of  Grand  Secretary  of  the  Grand  Court  of 
Connecticut,  Foresters  of  America,  a  salaried  posi- 
tion, his  work  covering  the  State  of  Connecticut. 
Mr.  Kleinecke  and  Miss  Catherine  F..  Burke 
were  married  in  Xiivember.  1878,  and  to  this  uni<  n 
have   been    born    two   children:      August    Edward, 
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who  is  at  home  ;  and  \\'ilHani  I'redcrick.  deceafcd. 
Airs.  Kleinecke  was  born  in  W'aterbury,  and  is  a 
dang-htcr  of  John  Burke,  of  Queens  County,  Ire- 
land. .Mr.  Kleinecke  is  a  Democrat,  and  has  taken 
an  active  part  in  political  afi'airs.  At  the  present 
time  he  is  a  member  of  the  board  of  public  safety. 
With  all  his  family  he  attends  the  Catholic  Church. 

HOWARD  P.  TRE.\T  is  one  of  the  popular, 
pliblic-spirited  citizens  of  Orange,  where  he  was 
born  Jan.  20,  1857.  He  is  a  descendant  from  the 
first  Colonial  governor  of  Connecticut,  and  well 
maintains  the  traditional  reputation  of  the  family 
for  courage,  energy  and  probity.  His  grandfather 
was  named  Isaac,  and  his  father  Isaac  P.  Some 
uncertainty  exists  as  to  whether  the  town  of  Orange 
or  that  of  Alilford  was  the  birthplace  of  his  grand- 
father, but,  however  that  mav  be,  he  is  known  to 
have  been  an  early  resident  of  the  last  named  town, 
and  to  have  been  an  extensive  land  owner  both  there 
and  in  Derby,  presenting  three  of  his  sons  with  a 
farm,  and  setting  the  fourth  up  in  business  in  New 
York.  He  was  a  farmer,  and  a. man  of  prominence 
and  influence  in  the  community,  dying  at  the  age 
of  sixty-six  years  and  six  montlis.  His  wife, 
JMartha  Piatt,  of  Milford,  survived  him,  passing 
away  in  her  seventy-fourth  year.  They  were  earn- 
est members  of  the  Congregational  Church  and  two 
of  their  seven  children  are  yet  living. 

Isaac  P.  Treat,  the  father  of  Howard  P.  Treat, 
was  born  in  Orange,  and  passed  his  youth  after  the 
fashion  of  most  farmers'  sons  of  his  day.  He  en- 
joyed such  educational  advantages  as  were  afforded 
by  the  district  schools  of  the  time,  and  on  reaching 
manhood  established  himself  upon  the  farm  given 
him  by  his  father.  For  many  years  he  managed  this 
property  with  such  skill  that  he  was  recognized  as 
one  of  the  township's  most  successful  farmers.  As 
he  grew  older,  however,  he  abandoned  active  toil 
and  surrentlered  the  control  of  his  farm  to  his  son 
Howard,  and  retired  to  a  home  in  Orange  village, 
where  he  still  lives.  He  is  a  Republican  in  politics, 
and  has  always  taken  an  active  part  in  public  af- 
fairs, having  served  as  selectman  and  a  member 
of  the  school  board,  and  for  thirty  years  as. acting 
schcx>l  visitor.  His  religious  creed  is  that  of  the 
Congregational  Church.  He  married  INIary  J.,  a 
daughter  of  Capt.  Merritt  Barnes,  who  passed  his 
life  of  ninety-four  years  as  a  farmer  in  Water- 
town,  loved  by  his  friends  and  respected  by  all  who 
knew  him.  He  was  noted  for  his  untiring  activity. 
Whether  bound  on  an  errand  of  business  or  pleasure 
he  always  drove  two  fleet  horses.  He  was  a  man 
of  broad,  enlightened  public  spirit,  and  inherited 
a  martial  disposition  from  an  ancestor.  Jonathan 
Barnes,  who  was  a  soldier  in  the  war  of  the  Revo- 
lution. He  was  for  many  years  a  captain  in  the 
militia,  and  was  always  recognized  as  a  capable,  ef- 
ficient officer.  He  was  the  father  of  eleven  chil- 
dren, of  whom  Mary  J.,  the  wife  of  Isaac  P.  Treat, 
and  the  motlur  of  the  weil-known  citizen  of  Orange 


whose  life  is  uiiilor  review,  was  the  ninth.  To 
Isaac  P.  and  his  wife  three  children  were  born, 
all  of  whom  are  yet  living:  Emma  married  Henry 
Beers,  of  New  Haven ;  ^\rthur  is  a  prosperous  ma- 
son and  builder,  and  a  member  of  the  firm  of  Sperry 
&  Treat;  and  Howard  P.  is  our  subject.  The 
mother  of  this  family  died  before  she  was  thirty 
years  of  age,  leaving  her  youngest  born,  Howard 
P.,  bereft  of  a  mother's  care  when  but  ten  days  old. 
After  her  death  her  husband  married  again,  taking 
for  a  second  wife  Sarah  Booth,  of  Woodbury.  She 
bore  him  one  child,  Flora  Bell,  who  married  Well- 
ington Andrew,  of  Orange,  who  owns  and  success- 
fully manages  a  large  farm.  The  second  wife  of 
Mr.  Isaac  P.  Treat  is  also  deceased. 

Howard  P.  Treat  was  a  pupil  in  the  common 
schools  and  the  Orange  high  school.  At  the  age  of 
nineteen  he  went  to  tlie  city  of  New  York,  intend- 
ing to  learn  the  trade  of  a  plumber ;  not  finding 
that  pursuit  to  his  taste,  he  returned  to  the  farm 
within  a  few  months,  where  he  continued  to  remain 
as  his  father's  assistant  and  lieutenant  for  many 
years.  Since  he  has  succeeded  to  its  sole  manage- 
ment he  has  carried  on  general  farming. 

On  Dec.  2,  1880,  Mr.  Treat  was  married  to 
Isabclle  Rogers,  who  was  born  in  New  Haven,  an 
adopted  daughter  of  John  Rogers,  a  Milford  farmer. 
Four  daughters  and  two  sons  have  blessed  this 
union:  Lottie  B.,  a  high  school  graduate;  Arthur 
P.,  an  electrician  in  Newark,  N.  J.,  in  the  employ 
of  the  Crocker  Wheeler  Co. ;  Laura,  a  pupil  in  the 
high  school ;  Howard  B. ;  Helen,  who  died  in  in- 
fancy ;  and  Alice. 

Air.  Treat's  disposition  is  genial,  generous  and 
wholesouled ;  yet  his  character  does  not  partake  of 
frivolity.  He  wins  friends  readily  through  affa- 
bility, and  retains  them  through  his  moral  force. 
He  is  a  consistent  member  of  the  Congregational 
Church  of  Orange.  Politically  he  is  a  Republican, 
and  though  he  can  not  be  called  an  active  partisan, 
he  has  been  honored  by  election  to  important  local 
offices  through  the  suffrages  of  his  fellow  towns- 
men. For  three  years  he  was  registrar  of  voters, 
and  in  1896  was  chosen  selectman,  to,  which  office 
he  was  re-elected  in  1897  and  1898.  He  became  a 
member  of  Harmony  Lodge,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  of  New 
Haven,  in  1S78,  and  of  the  Grange,  as  well  as  a 
member  of  the  Orange  Agricultural  Society. 

GUSTA\'E  CORXELIS  is  one  of  the  import- 
ant factors  in  the  business  circles  of  Wolcott,  and 
his  life  is  an  exemplification  of  the  term  "the  dignity 
of  labor."  He  has  utilized  the  possibilities  that 
.\merica  offers  to  her  citizens,  for  coming  to  Amer- 
ica in  limited  circumstances  he  has  steadily  and 
perseveringly  worked  his  way  upward,  leaving  the 
ranks  of  the  many  to  stand  among  the  successful 
few.  He  is  now  engaged  in  the  silver  plating  busi- 
ness, and  is  also  interested  in  the  breeding  of  fine 
trotting  horses. 

Mr.  Cornciis  was  born  near  Brussels,  Belgium, 
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April  2/.  1840,  a  smi  iif  C'hp.rks  Loui*  and  Celleta 
(I'oppej  Cornelis,  lite-long  residents  of  that  coun- 
try. The  father,  who  was  a  merchant,  died  at  the 
age  of  forty-nine  vears.  Only  two  of  the  eight 
cliildren  reside  in  America,  viz. :  Gustave,  our  sub- 
ject ;  and  Clement,  a  merchant  of  Woodtick,  town 
of  Wolcott,  New  Haven  coimty.  Religiously  the 
family  were  all  members  nf  the  Catholic  Church. 

During  his  boyhood  Gustave  Cornelis  attended 
the  schools  of  his  native  land,  was  quite  a  student, 
and  became  an  expert  in  arithmetic.  After  his  fa- 
ther's death,  which  occurred  when  he  was  quite 
■\oung,  he  was  throwtt  upon  his  own  resources,  and 
worked  for  an  uncle  for  a  time.  At  the  age  of 
eleven  he  obtained  a  position  as  bookkeeper  with  a 
grain  dealer,  and  soon  became  quite  proficient  in 
that  line,  although  he  had  previously  no  knowledge 
of  the  business.  He  went  to  Paris,  France,  at  the 
age  of  eighteen  years,  and  found  employment  at  a 
railroad  depot,  where  he  remained  until  1872.  He 
then  resolved  to  try  his  fortune  in  America,  where 
he  believed  better  opportunities  were  attorded  am- 
bitious and  industrious  young  nien.  He  sailed  from 
Liverpool,  England,  and  landed  in  New  York  with- 
out mone}-  or  friends,  but  he  possessed  a  stout  heart, 
willing  hands  and  a  determination  to  succeed.  Go- 
ing to  \\'inchester,  Conn.,  he  found  employment  at 
cutting-  wood  and  making  charcoal,  for  which  he  re- 
ceived  $40  per  month,  and  trom  there  came  to 
\\'aterbury,  where  lie  learned  the  silver-plating  busi- 
ness. He  continued  to  work  for  others  until  iSSi, 
when  lie  embarked  in  the  same  business  on  his  own 
account  at  Woodtick.  and  in  the  undertaking  has 
met  with  well-deserved  success,  although  his  factory 
was  destroyed  by  fire  in  1800.  With  characteristic 
energy  he  at  once  rebuilt,  and  now  has  a  fine  plant. 
He  is  also  engaged  in  the  breeding  of  horses  and 
owns  some  fine  blooded  stock,  including  a  trotting 
stallion.  "True  Roseman."  His  place  is  known  as 
the  Applewood  Stock  Farm. 

In  1875,  in  Waterbury,  2\[r.  Cornelis  married 
INIiss  Julia  Bernier,  a  native  of  Quebec,  Canada,  who 
died  in  May,  i8q8,  and  was  buried  in  St.  Joseph's 
cemetery,  Waterbury.  She  was  a  member  of  the 
Catholic  Church.  To  that  union  were  born  two 
daughters,  Laura  ^L  and  Emily,  young  ladies  of 
culture  and  refinement ;  they  are  still  at  home  with 
their  father.  Although  Mr.  Cornelis  takes  a  deep 
interest  in  local  aftairs  he  has  never  been  an  office 
seeker  and  is  not  identified  with  any  particular 
party.  He  is  strictly  a  business  man,  and  the  pros- 
jierity  that  has  crowned  his  efforts  is  certainly 
Well  merited,  as  it  is  due  entirely  to  his  own  un- 
aided efforts. 

WILLLVM  C.  SHARRE.  well  known  as  an 
historian  and  as  publisher  and  editor  of  the  Sey- 
mour Record,  is  one  of  the  representative  men  of 
Seymour,  and  a  descendant  of  an  old  Connecticut 

laniily,     his     line    of     ticsccu:    being    tracetl    fri>in 
Thomas  Sharpc,  who  was  one  of  the  original  thir- 


t\-eight  grantees  of  the  town  of  Xcwtown,  in  1708. 
Air.    Sharpe    received    a    g(X)d    education    in    the 
public  schools  of  Seymour,  completing  his  studies 
at   Wesleyan   Academy,   Wilbraham,   Alass.     -Vfter 
leaving  school  he  engaged  for  some  time  in  teach- 
ing, his  last  experience  being  as   principal  of  the 
sc'hool  at  East  Derby.     In  180S  he  opened  a  print- 
ing office  in  Seymour,  and  three  years  later  estab- 
lished the  Record,  which  was  enlarged  in   1S87  to 
its    present   size — eight   si.x-coluann   pages — and    is 
one  of  the  best  weekly  papers  in  the   State.     His 
work  as  an  historian  has  been  crowned  with  suc- 
cess.    "The  History  of  Seymour,"  in  two  volumes, 
is  from  his  untiring  pen,  as  well  as  "The  Aniials  of 
the  Seymour   M.   E.   Church''   and  "South   Britain 
Records  and  Sketches,''  and  he  has  also  compiled 
several  genealogical   works.     In  all  the  aft'airs  of 
tne  town  Mr.  Sharpe  takes  an  active  interest,  especi- 
ally in  educational  matters,  and  for  nine  years  he 
I  was  a  member  of  the  board  of  education,  during 
i  which  time  he   served  as   secretary   and  as   acting 
school  visitor.    In  religious  connection  he  is  a  mem- 
I  ber  of  the  Congregational  Church,  of  which  he  has 
'  been  clerk  for  about  ten  years.     He  is  also  a  mem- 
ber of  New  Haven  Commandery.  Knights  Templar, 
[  of  the  Connecticut  Historical   Society,  and  of  the 
1  following  orders:    Odd  Fellows,  Knights  of  Pyth- 
j  ias.  Red  Men,  New  England  Order  of  Protection 
I  and  the  Temple  of  Honor. 

FREDERICK  J.  WOOSTER,  whose  business 
ability,  mechanical  skill,  and  executive  force  are  at- 
tested  by  the   facts  of   his   personal  history  well- 
j   known   to  many  of  his   Waterbury   fellow  towns- 
I   men,  was  born  in  Naugatuck  July  8,   1854,  a  son 
^  of  Horace  B.  Wooster,  who  was  also  born  in  that 
(   town   in   1827,  and  wjio   died   in   Seymour,   Conn., 
I   in   1883.     Albert  Wooster,  his  father,  a  native  of 
I   Connecticut,    married    J^Iiss    Mitty    Chatfield,    and 
reared  a  family  of  four  children :     Horace  B. ,  Let- 
';  some  T.,  Emma  E.  and  William  H.  H.     Letsome 
I   T.   is   superintendent  of   the   Seymour   ^Ifg.   Co.'s 
!  brass  and   German   silver  mills,   and   is   mentioned 
elsewhere  ;  Emma  E.  is  unmarried  ;  and  William  H. 
H.  is  a  member  of  the  Seymour  Brass  Co.     Albert 
Wooster  was  a  farmer,  and  died  many  yeai:^  ago. 
His  widow  died  April  24,  1898,  at  the  age  of  ninety- 
two  years. 

Horace  B.  Wooster,  the  father  of  Frederick  ]., 
grew  up  in  Naugatuck,  and  was  a  millwright  by 
trade.  For  many  years  he  filled  the  position  of 
superintendent  of  the  Brass  \\'orks  at  Seymour. 
Tlie  brass  mills  there  were  built  hv  him,  and  it  was 
in  them  that  he  was  accidentally  killed.  Miss  Nancy 
E.  Riggs,  who  became  his  wife,  was  born  in  Ox- 
ford, Conn.,  a  daughter  of  Stephen  Riggs.  a  farm- 
er. The  death  of  tliis  excellent  lady  left  Frederick 
J.  motherless  at  the  tender  age  of  two  and  a  half 
vcars.  To  Mr.  and  ^Irs.  Horace  B.  Wooster  were 
b'lrn  three  children:  .Martha,  .M;irv  r.nil  l-'rcdorick 
J.    Martha  married  W.  .\.  Church,  uf  Derby,  Conn., 
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and  Mniv  hecame  tlic  wife  of  C.  J.  \\'aliacc.  of 
W'ater'uury,  Conn.  Horace  IS.  was  a  strons;  Re- 
publican,  and  belonged   to   the   M.thudi.-t   Cluirch. 

Frederick  J.  Wooster  spent  the  greater  j^art  of 
his  early  youth  in  \\'atLrbiir\'.  whither  his  parents 
had  come  when  he  was  very  young.  In  the  public 
schools  of  this  city  lu-  laid  the  foundations  of  his 
education,  and  acquireil  a  very  good  preparation 
for  practical  life.  As  a  young  man  he  worked  a 
year  on  a  farm,  and  tlien  canie  back  to  W'aterbury. 
where  he  and  his  father  were  in  the  cuncrete  busi- 
ness, and  the  two  worked  together  for  some  eight 
years.  Then  Frederick  J.  betook  himself  to  An- 
sonia,  Conn.,  where  he  learned  the  brass  rolling 
trade  of  his  uncle.  L.  T.  Wooster.  of  the  Osborne- 
Cheeseman  Co.  Having  mastered  this  trade,  he 
joined  his  father  in  building  the  Seymour  Com- 
pany's plant,  and  remained  in  that  enterprise  about 
two  years.  Mr.  Wooster  learned  much  about  the 
business,  and  liked  it  so  well  that  after  keeping 
books  for  a  year  in  a  grocery  in  Waterburv  he  took 
a  position  as  roller  for  the  Waterbury  Brass  Co. 
His  promotion  was  rapid,  and  he  was  soon  put  in 
charge  of  the  shipping  department.  The  charge  of 
the  mill  was  given  him  July  8,  1886.  and  he  is  now 
general  superintendent  of  the  rolling,  rod  and  wire 
mills. 

Mr.  Wooster  and  Miss  Carrie  M.  Buckland,  a 
daughter  of  A.  J.  Buckland,  formerly  of  Springfield, 
Mass..  were  married  July  8.  1875.  To  this  union 
were  born  seven  children :  Mabel  B. :  Henry  M. ; 
Edward  H.,  deceas<;d :  Jennie  M.,  now  deceased; 
Horace  B. :  Frederick  J.,  Jr. :  and  Florence  E. 
Mabel  B.  married  Dr.  George  A.  Faber.  and  lives 
in  Waterbury.  Mr.  Wooster  is  a  Republican,  and 
belongs  to  Xosahogan  Lodge,  I.  O.  O.  F..  and  the 
A.  O.  U.  W.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wooster  attend  the 
Methodist  Church. 

FREDERICK  X.  SFERRY,  M.  D.  Among 
the  young  professional  men  of  the  citv  of  New 
Haven  none  have  brighter  prospects  of  attaining  an 
exalted  rank  in  medicine  and  surgery  than  Dr.  h'red- 
erick  X.  Sperry. 

As  far  back  as  Mansfield  Sperry.  his  great- 
grandfath.er.  v.-e  find  an  honorable  family  record  of 
industrious  and  energetic  citizens  bearing  the  fam- 
ily name.  Mansfiekl  Sperry  was  a  stone  mason,  a 
trade  which  he  had  learned  from  his  own  father, 
and  passed  on  to  his  son  Lewis,  who  was  also  born 
in  the  family  homestead,  m  Woodhridge.  Conn. 
Lewis  Sperry  reared  a  family  of  several  children. 
one  of  whom  was  Alfred,  the  father  of  our  subject, 
born  in  Westville,  in  1843.  who  still  survives,  hav- 
ing for  twenty-five  years  been  connected  with  a 
large  factory  in  Xew  Haven,  as  a  contractor.  Dr. 
Sperry"s  mother.  Lois  E.  ( Ryerson )  Sperrv.  who 
was  born  in  Abljingtcn,  Mass.,  was  a  daughter  of 
William  and  Rhoena  (Whitmarsh)  Rverson.  na- 
tives of  Suinr.er.  Maini.  and  Dii^luon.  Ma--.,  re- 
spectively.     Mrs.    Sperry    still    surviv.es.      She    was 


the  mother  i.f  .\ltreil  \\'illiani,  who  is  a  civil  engi- 
neer in  Xew  Haven  :  and  Frederick  X. 

Dr.  Frederick  X.  .Sperry  was  born  Dec.  29, 
1872,  and  attended  the  pui)lic  schools  of  his  native 
city,  .graduating  from  the  high  school  in  i8yi,  and 
from  Yale  Medical  School  in  1894.  For  the  fol- 
lowing year  and  a  half  he  was  an  interne  at  the 
X'ew  Haven  General  Hospital,  and  in  October, 
1895,  began  his  career  as  a  practitioner.  Dr.  Sperry 
has  been  well  received  by  his  brother  physicians, 
and  is  a  member  of  the  city,  county  and  State  medi- 
cal societies,  and  of  the  American  Medical  Asso- 
ciation. In  the  Vale  Medical  School  he  has  been 
an  assistant  in  the  clinics,  and  at  present  operates 
in  the  ear  and  throat  clinics,  and  is  demonstrator  of 
anatomy.  Dr.  Sperry  is  a  valued  member  of  the 
Masonic  fraternity,  being  a  thirty-second-degree 
Mason,  Knight  Templar,  and  a  member  of  the 
Mystic  Shrine.  Socially  he  is  a  member  of  the 
Greek  letter  college  society,  D.  E.  I. :  and  in  his 
religious  belief  he  is'  a  Congregationalist.  C)n  ac- 
count of  his  pleasing  personaHty,  the  Doctor  is 
popular  in  X'ew  Haven,  and  is  successful  in  his 
chosen  profession. 

REV.  JAMES  LAWREXCE  WILLARD.  D. 

D.  (deceased),  for  over  thirty-eight  years  the  be- 
loved pastor  of  the  Westville  Congregational 
Chtirch.  needs  no  eulogy  at  our  hands.  His  con- 
secrated Christian  life  tore  the  evidences  of  high 
character,  firm  faith,  unfaltering  purpose,  culti- 
vated intelligence,  knit  and  strengthened  by  a  spirit 
of  tolerance  and  unmistakable  kindliness  of  disposi- 
.tion  which  wen  him  friends  on  every  side,  in  everv 
walk  of  life.  For  a  minister  to  occupy  one  pulpit 
continuously  and  satisfactorily  for  over  thirty- 
eight  years  implies  continued  energy,  as  well  as 
development  and  progress  not  possible  to  everv 
mind.  That  Dr.  Willard  possessed  these  traits  in 
large  measure  was  apparent  to  all  who  came  within 
the  sphere  of  his  influence. 

James  L.  Willard  was  born  Oct.  11.  1825,  in 
Madison.  Conn.,  where  the  family  has  long  been 
settled.  His  father,  James  Willard.  was  also  bom 
in  Madison.  The  latter  married  Susan  Chan- 
ning,  who  was  Ixirn  at  Xewport,  R.  I.,  of  Scottish 
ancestry,  and  seven  children  blessed  this  union,, 
namely:  Sophia  W. :  John  A.;  William  B. :  James 
L.,  our  subject;  Capt.  Samuel,  who  was  killed  in 
the  Civil  war.  at  the  battle  of  Antietam ;  Amelia ; 
and  Edward  X..  a  former  judge  of  the  supreme 
court  at  Scranton.  Pennsylvania. 

In  1852  Dr.  Willard  married  Miss  Mctorine  E. 
Hopson.  who  was  born  in  Madison.  Conn.,  daugh- 
ter of  Xathan  W.  and  Lucy  (Hand)  Hopson.  and 
their  union  was  blessed  with  one  child,  Katharine, 
now  the  widow  of  S.  Arthur  Marsden.  Their  only 
child,  Arthur  W.,  born  Sept.  16,  1880,  is  a  law 
student  in  Coluniliia  College. 

James  L.  W  illard  grew  tn  manhood  on  the 
paternal  farm  in  .Mailis(.in.  and  prepared  for  college 


<H    :  .;!    \^:\r.]/. 


}S.^^ 


i 


K 


it 


■^r 


•%,     y 


^  / 


(1^  ^HfM 


-o 


r 


COMMEMORATIVE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


1157 


in  the  Idcal  schools.  Eiitfriiin^  Yale  College,  he  was 
jrradiiatcd  from  the  Academic  Department  in  1S49. 
and  immediately  thereafter  took  his  three  years" 
theological  course  at  the  Yale  Seminary,  complet- 
ing same  in  1852.  Ills  classmatci  included  many 
men  who  later  became  famous  in  the  various  pro- 
fessions. He  was  in  the  seminary  when  Dr.  Tay- 
lor, though  ])ast  his  prime,  was  still  the  ruling 
spirit,  and  the  impre.-s  of  that  nohle  life  was  a  last- 
ing influence  in  the  life  of  Dr.  Willard.  Our  sub- 
ject had  gained  renown  as  a  preacher  before  his 
preparatory  days  wer?  over,  and  immediately  after 
their  close  he  preachetl  in  the  Congregational 
Church  at  Seymour.  Conn.,  remaining  there  nearly 
three  years.  He  then  received  a  unanimous  call 
to  the  Congregational  Church  at  W'estville.  where 
lie  was  ordained  pastor  on  Oct.  17,  1855.  and  he 
continued  in  that  charge  until  his  death,  Jan.  7, 
1894.  Several  times  during  the  latter  part  of  this 
long  pastorate,  realizing  that  his  strength  was  fail- 
ing, he  had  thought  of  laying  aside  the  heavy 
burden  of  pastoral  work,  thcugh  reluctant  to  give 
lip  the  labors  so  dear  to  him.  and  he  had  decided 
to  hand  in  his  resignation  the  very  Sunday  on  which 
the  bond  between  him  and  his  congregation  was 
severed  by  a  higher  power.  As  preacher,  as  pas- 
tor, as  friend,  he  ministered  lovingly  to  the  many 
Avith  whom  he  came  in  contact  in  all  those  years, 
and  though  not  an  ostentatious  man  under  any  cir- 
cumstances his  influence  for  good  was  widespread 
and  deep,  a  quiet  but  potent  force  among  a  wide 
circle  of  parishioners,  friends  and  acquaintances.  Dr. 
Willard  received  several  calls  to  fields  wider  and 
affording  greater  opportunity  for  one  of  his  am- 
bitious nature,  but  he  could  never -bring  himself 
to  sunder  relations  which  had  become  so  dear  to 
liim.  or  to  shirk-  responsibilities  exacting,  though 
often  self-imposed.  The  Doctor  was  sociable  and 
friendly  to  all ;  kind  and  considerate  to  the  bereaved 
and  distressed :  benevolent  to  the  needy ;  tolerant 
to  the  weak;  and  possessed  a  tact  in  his  relations 
with  everybody  which  made  his  presence  an  ever- 
welcome  one.  However,  with  all  his  desire  to  give 
ofifense  to  no  man.  he  was  positive  in  his.  convic- 
tions of  right,  and  never  yielded  an  inch  to  ex- 
pediency or  popularity  in  defense  of  a  righteous 
cause  or  wdien  attacking  an  evil.  The  Doctor  was 
an  ardent  patriot,  and  his  political  views  were 
those  of  .the  Republican  party.  He  was  public- 
spirited  to  the  last  degree,  and.  believing  that  the 
material,  moral  and  intellectual  Vvtlfare  of  a  com- 
munity throve  side  by  side,  strove  ever  to  uphold 
advancement  in  one  line  with  due  reference  to  its 
effect  on  the  other.  His  love  for  literature  was 
among  his  most  prominent  intellectual  traits,  and 
was  manifested  in  his  conversation  and  sermons. 
The  Doctor's  degree,  conferred  upon  him  by  Mary- 
ville  (Tenn. )  College,  was  never  more  worthily 
bestowed.  Dr.  Willard  never  neglected  his  pastor- 
al duties  to  prepare  iiimself  for  ornate  jnilpit  ora- 
torv;  he  never  indulged  his  tastes  for  literature  at 


the  expense  nf  the  studies  and  research  necessary 
for  his  effective  work  as  a  preacher;  but  he  never- 
theless succeeded  in  keeping  fully  abreast  of  the 
times,  both  as  theologian  and  a  thinker  en  all  up- 
to-date  subjects,  and  it  is  this  fact  which  accounts 
for  his  continued  success,  over  so  long  a  period,  in 
one  pastorate,  conditions  which  cause  many  an  able- 
botlied  man  to  rust.  That  he  never  fell  into  a  rut, 
that  he  could  appreciate  and  adopt  the  best  in  both 
the  old  and  new.  without  inconstancv  to  the  one 
or  an  eager  desire  for  the  other,  was  recognized 
especially  by  his  brethren  in  the  ministry,  all  of 
whom  loved  and  revered  him.  Many  a  home  and 
many  a  friendly  circle  were  sorelv  'bereaved  bv  his 
death,  and  his  remains  were  followed  to  their  last 
resting-place  in  Westville  cemetery  by  a  large  con- 
course of  people  besides  those  of  his  congregation. 
The  ministers  of  the  various  local  churches  of  all 
denominations  vied  with  each  other  in  tributes 
of  respect  and  love. 

CHARLES  YOUNG  WOODRUFF,  a  well- 
known  resident  of  Ansonia.  is  one  of  the  leading 
contractors  and  builders  of  that  locality,  many  of 
the  largest  and  most  important  buildings  of  the  city 
having  been  constructed  by  him.  Among  these  we 
may  -mention  the  Gardner  block ;  the  Foresters  Hall 
block,  occupied  by  the  Foresters  and  Ansonia  Fur- 
niture Co. ;  front  on  the  Lindley  block  and  Fellows 
clothing  store ;  the  Episcopal  parsonage ;  the  addi- 
tions to  the  Farrell  foundry ;  all  the  buildings  of  the 
Schneller.  Osborne  &  Cheeseman  Co..  one  being  325 
feet  long  and  three  stories  high ;  the  Stillson  House 
blocks,  across  the  river;  and  several  additions  for. 
the  Ansonia  Electrical  Co..  including  one  40x90 
feet,  and  40  feet  high,  with  an  office  forty  feet 
square. 

Air.  Woodruff  was  born  Feb.  22.  1859.  in 
Sharon,  Conn.,  and  comes  of  an  excellent  family 
which  has  been  identified  with  that  section  for  manv 
years.  Daniel  S.  Woodruff,  our  subject's  father, 
spent  his  life  in  Sharon,  following  the  shoemaker's 
trade,  and  his  death  occurred  there  at  the  age  of 
sixty-one.  He  and  his  wife,  Harriet  Benton,  who 
died  at  the  age  of  seventy-eight,  were  devout  and 
consistent  members  of  the  Congregational  church. 
They  had  three  children  :  Jane,  who  married  Henry 
S.  Lindsey.  of  Ashley  Falls,  Mass. ;  Charles  Y..  our 
subject;  and  Gilbert  H.,  a  tinner,  who  died  in 
Sharon,  aged  twenty-seven. 

Charles  Y.  Woodruff  was  but  eleven  years  old 
when  his  father  died,  and  he  remained  at  home  un- 
til he  reached  the  age  of  eighteen,  receiving  a  com- 
mon-school education.  At  fifteen  he  began  to  learn 
the  carpenter's  trade  in  Sharon  with  L.  "\'an  Aletyne 
and  at  eighteen  he  located  in  Ansonia,  the  first  year 
being  spent  in  work  under  instruction  for  Charles 
TI.  Stillson.  of  the  firm  of  Powe  &  Stillson.  Later, 
as  a  journeyman,  he  worked  two  vears  for  this  firm 
and  four  years  for  F.  A.  Lines  &  Co..  where  he  wns 
made  foreman.     In   1883  he  formed  a  partner^hii) 
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with  W.  R.  Mott,  and  bought  out  the  business  of 
Lines  &  Co.,  and  they  continued  a  general  con- 
tracting business  until  the  death  of  Mr.  Ivlott  in 
1895.  They  built  up  the  largest  business  in  their 
line  in  that  section,  employing  from  ten  to  twenty- 
five  men,  and  under  ^Ir.  Woodruff's  management 
there  has  been  no  decrease  of  prosperity.  He  con- 
tracts for  brick,  wood  or  stone  work,  and  completes 
the  entire  building  from  cellar  to  roof,  and  much 
of  his  draughting  is  done  bv  him.  He  has  won 
praise  b}-  his  fine  cabinet  work  in  interiors,  and  in 
many  of  the  stores  in  town  the  fittings,  as  well  as 
the  building,  have  been  completed  under  liis  su- 
pervision. His  office  is  located  at  No.  3  Mechanic 
s/treet,  where  he  has  a  shop  and  improved  machinerv, 
and  he  also  owns  a  house  which  he  rents.  He  is  a 
'charter  member  of  the  Ansonia  Board  of  Trade, 
and  he  is  active  in  municipal  affairs  as  a  member  of 
the  Republican  party,  having  served  as  councilman 
from  his  ward  on  the  first  board  elected  after  An- 
sonia became  a  city.  For  sixteen  years  he  has  been 
a  prominent  worker  in  the  I.  O.  O.  F.,  in  which  he 
has  filled  all  the  chairs,  and  he  is  a  leading  member 
of  Eagle  Hose  Co..  in  which  he  has  held  various 
offices,  including  those  of  steward  -and  second  as- 
sistant foreman.  He  attends  the  Congregational 
Church,  of  which  his  wife  is  a  member,  and  at  pres- 
ent he  is  a  member  of  the  Ecclesiastical  Society. 

In  1888  Mr.  Woodruff  married  Aliss  Emma  J. 
TifTany,  who  was  born  in  Ansonia,  the  only  child 
of  Joseph  Tiffany  and  his  third  wife,  Margaret 
Davidson.  Her  father,  who  was  a  weaver  by  occu- 
pation, was  an  early  settler  in  the  town,  and  his 
death  occurred  there  in  1868.  Her  mother  now 
makes  her  home  with  our  subject.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Woodruff'  have  had  three  children,  of  whom  two 
are  living,  Margaret  H.  and  Elsie  T. 

GEORGE  BEAUMONT  is  a  noteworthy  de- 
scendant of  the  Beaumont  family,  which  is  of 
F'rench  origin  remotely,  during  the  days  of  William 
the  Conqueror  entered  England,  and  has  long  been 
settled  in  Hartford  county. 

Deodate  Beaimiont,  the  grandfather  of  George, 
was  born  in  East  Hartford,  and  was  the  first  of 
that  name  in  W'allingford.  He  was  a  son  of  Ed- 
mund Beaumont,  who  was  a  native  of  East  Hart- 
ford, and  was  a  soldier  in  the  French  and  Indian 
war  and  the  Revolutionary  war.  He  spent  his  life 
in  East  Hartford.  During  the  latter  part  of  the 
eighteenth  century  Deodate  Beaumont  left  the  fam- 
ily homestead  in  East  Hartford  and  established 
himself  in  Wallingford,  where  he  became  the  owner 
of  200  acres  of  land.  A  mechanic  in  early  life,  he 
was  an  active  and  energetic  man,  and  amassed  a 
comfortable  fortune.  A  member  of  the  Congrega- 
tional Church, a  veteran  of  the  Revolutionar}-  strug- 
gle, he  was  a  man  well  known  and  highly  esteemed. 
Six  children  were  born  to  him:  E=tlier.  Si.phina. 
Edmund.  John,  Elijah  and  Elizabeth. 

John  Beaumont,  sun  of  Deodate  and   father  of 


George,  was  born  m  Wallingford,  where  he  re- 
ceived a  common-school  education.  At  a  very  early 
age  he  went  to  sea  as  a  cabin  boy,  and  was  a  sailor 
the  greater  part  of  his  life,  becoming  mate  of  a 
sealing  vessel  in  the  service  of  John  Jacob  Astor, 
the  great  fur  trader.  In  his  later  years  he  settled 
en  the  farm  owned  by  his  son,  consisting  at  that 
time  of  120  acres.  Here  he  spent  the  remaintler  of 
his  life,  a  good  and  true  man,  who  followed  closely 
the  Golden  Rule,  and  here  he  died  in  1879,  and  was 
buried  in  Center  Street  Cemetery.  A  Whig  in  early 
life,  he  became  a  Republican  on  the  formation  of 
that  party.  Mr.  Beaumont  married  Ann  Tyler, 
who  was  born  in  Branford,  Conn.,  a  daughter  of 
John  Tyler,  a  soldier  of  the  Revolution,  a  sketch  of 
whom  appears  in  the  biography  of  his  grandson, 
Henry  W,  Tyler.  To  this  union  came  ten  children  : 
Elizabeth  ;  Ednumd.  who  died  in  California  in  1852; 
Julius,  now  residing  in  New  Haven;  Lucina,  wh^ 
died  in  1890;  Harvey;  Francis,  of  North  Haven: 
Lewellyn  ;  Albert ;  George  ;  Cynthia,  who  married 
Palmer  Townsend.  Mrs.  John  Beaumont  died  at  the 
home  of  her  son  George,  and  was  buried  in  the 
Center  street  cemetery. 

George  Beaumont  attended  the  district  schools 
of  \\'allingford  and  grew  up  on  the  old  homestead, 
which  has  now  become  his  property.  He  remaine'I 
with  his  father  as  long  as  he  lived,  and,  in  com- 
pany with  his  brother  Albert,  bought  out  the  other 
heirs  in  1 88 1.  The\"  farmed  together  a  number  of 
years,  engaging  in  general  farming,  fruit  growing 
and  wine  making  until  1898,  when  George  Beau- 
mont bought  out  liis  brother,  and  is  now  the  sole 
proprietor  of  the  place.  Here  he  has  a  fine  home, 
an  elegant  dwelling  house,  ample  barns  and  every- 
improvement  necessarv  to  conduct  the  place  profit- 
ably- jNIr.  Beaumont  has  good  judgment  and  is 
well  read,  being  thoroughly  posted  on  all  current 
topics.  He  is  a  strong  Republican  in  his  political 
convictions. 

On  Sept.  I,  1892,  Mr.  Beaumont  married  Miss 
Nettie  M.  Edell,  who  was  born  in  Wallingford,  a 
aaug'hter  of  John  Edell.  They  are  the  parents  of 
three  children  :  Esther,  born  July  30,  1893  ;  George, 
bor'n  June  29,  1897;  and  John,  born  Jan.  26.  1901. 
The  Beaumonts  are  good  people,  highlv  respected 
by  all. 

WILLIAM  H.  BORCHARDT,  one  of  Water- 
bury-'s  well-known  and  prosperous  citizens,  is  a  na- 
tive of  that  city,  bom  Oct.  10,  1858.  He  is  a  sorr 
of  William  Borchardt.  and  a  grandson  of  Gustav 
Borcliardt.  who  followed  the  trade  of  baker  in  Ber- 
lin. German}-. 

William  Borchardt.  father  of  William  H.,  was 
bom  in  1824.  in  Berlin.  Germany,  whence  when  a 
young  man  he  came  to  the  I'nited  States,  settling  irt 
Waterbury.  Here,  in  1857,  he  married  Charlotte 
Giertz.  a!?')  a  native  of  Germany,  born  at  Rostock, 
and  children  as  follows  were  born  to  them:  Will- 
iam H. ;  Florence,  wife  of  Thomas  Guest,  of  Water- 


COMMEMORATIVE   BIOGRAPHICAL   RECORD. 


1159 


bury;  and  Jennie,  wife  of  Walter  Frencli,  of 
Bridgeport,  Conn.  For  some  twenty  years  Mr. 
Borchartlt  was  a  toolniaker  in  the  employ  of  the 
Steele  &  Johnson  Co..   Waterbury. 

William  H.  Piorchardt,  whose  name  introduces 
these  lines,  received  a  liberal  education  at  the  local 
schools  of  Waterbury,  and  at  the  age  of  si.xteen 
years  entered  the  employ  of  the  Plume  &  Atwood 
Co.,  remaining  with  that  firm  about  twelve  years, 
serving  his  time  as  toolmaker,  and  afterward  mak- 
ing good  wages  as  journeyman.  In  1S84  he  pur- 
chased his  present  bottling  business,  of  which  the 
Hellmann  Brewing  Co.  are  the  proprietors,  and 
he  has  met  with  well-merited  success  in  the  under- 
taking. 

In  1883  Mr.  Borchardt  married  Agnes  M.  Kun- 
kel.  of  Waterbury,  daughter  of  Joseph  Kunkel,  a 
native  of  Gemiauy,  and  formerly  proprietor  of  the 
"Germania  Hotel,"  \\'aterburv.  Six  children,  all 
yet  living,  have  blessed  this  union :  Joseph,  Will- 
iam, John,  Louisa.  Louis  and  Margaret.  In  his  po- 
litical preferences  Mr.  Borchardt  has  always  been  a 
Democrat :  for  two  terms  he  served  as  councilman 
of  the  Third  ward,  and  for  one  year  was  on  the 
committee  of  Public  Lands  and  Buildings.  He  is  a 
meinber  of  several  societies,  among  which  may  be 
mentioned  the  following:  P'rederick  Wilhelm 
Lodge.  Xo.  47.  K.  of  P.,  of  which  he  was  treasurer 
ten  years,  and  is  now  past  chancellor ;  Stephen  J. 
Meany  Lodge,  Xo.  t^j.  I'oresters  of  America;  the 
Xew  England  Order  of  Protection ;  the  Improved 
Order  of  Heptasnphs,  Silas  Bronsoii  Conclave;  the 
Hannony  Benevolent  Association ;  Steuben  Lodge. 
Xo.  301,  D.  O.  H. :  the  Concordia  Singing  Society, 
of  which  he  is  a  prominent  meinber;  the  Waterbury 
Turnverein  ;  and  the  Schull-\'erein.  He  is  also  a 
member  of  the  German  Lutheran  Church  of  Water- 
bury, having  been  one  of  the  prime  movers  in  start- 
ing a  Gemian  Lutheran  Church  in  the  city. 

JAMES  E.  SWEEXEY,  a  well-known  real- 
estate  and  insurance  agent  of  Xaugatuck,  is  pre- 
eminently a  self-made  man.  Depending  upon  his 
own  resources,  looking  for  no  outside  aid  Or  sup- 
port, he  has  risen  to  a  place  of  prominence  in  the 
business  world,  and  his  career  illustrates  in  no  un- 
certain manner  what  it  is  possiljle  to  accomplish 
when  perseverance  and  determination  form  the  key- 
note of  a  man's  life. 

Mr.  Sweeney  was  born  in  X'augatuck.  X'ov.  6, 
1856,  a  son  of  Edward  and  Ann  ( McKeon) 
Sweeney,  both  natives  of  Ireland,  the  father  born 
in  County  Cavan.  .When  a  young  man  he  came  to 
the  i'nited  States,  and  shortly  after  his  marriage, 
which  was  celebrated  in  TarrvTown,  X.  Y.,  he  came 
to  Xaugatuck,  Conn.,  where  he  has  since  made  his 
home,  and  for  forty  years  has  been  employed  as 
watchman  by  the  Goodyear  Glove  Co.  In  his  fam- 
ilv  were  eight  children,  namely:  John  M.,  a  lawyer 
of  Xaugatuck:  James  E..  our  suljject:  Mary,  wife 
of  Daniel  McCarty,  of  Xaugatuck;  Eliza  A.,  prin- 


cipal of  the  High  street  school  of  Xaugatuck;  Pat- 
rick, who  died  in  infancy;  Teressa  M.,  principal  of 
the  Rubber  street  school;  Winnifred,  stenographer 
for  our  subject;  and  l-'rank  J.,  who  is  clerking  m 
Xew  Haven. 

James  E.  Sweeney  grew  to  manhood  in  Xauga- 
tuck and  there  acquired  the  greater  part  of  his  edu- 
cation, graduating  from  the  high  school  at  that 
place.  Subsequently  he  attended  Cargill  Commer- 
cial Institute,  Xew  Haven,  from  which  he  was  grad- 
uated in  April,  1878,  and  he  engaged  in  school 
teaching  for  two  years  thereafter  in  Xaugatuck, and 
also  one  year  in  Litchfield,  Conn.  He  was  next  em- 
ployed as  bookkeeper  in  a  dry-goods  store  in  Xaug- 
atuck, and  later  clerked  in  the  ofiice  of  Baldwin  & 
Sweeney,  attorneys  and  insurance  agents,  of  that 
place.  He  had  charge  of  their  insurance  business 
until  the  firm  dissolved  jiartnership,  P'eb.  I,  1887, 
when  he  purchased  that  branch  of  their  business, 
and, has  since  carried  it  on  in  connection  with  the 
real-estate  business.  He  represents  the  leading  in- 
surance companies  of  America,  England  and  Ger- 
many, and  also  furnishes  bonds,  etc.  He  has  set- 
tled more  estates  than  any  other  man  ofhis  age  in 
this  section  of  the  county,  and  is  now  doing  a  large 
and  profitable  business.  He  occupies  quite  a  fine 
suite  of  offices. 

In  February,  1884,  iMr.  Sweeney  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Miss  Frank  E.  P'latt,  a  native  of 
Xaugatuck,  and  the  only  child  of  Samuel  Piatt, 
who  was  bom  in  the  town  of  Orange,  this  county, 
of  English  extraction.  Our  subject  and  his  wife 
I  have  three  children :  James  Piatt,  Arthur  Lewis 
and  Emily  Frances. 

Religiously  Mr.  Sweeney  is  a  member  of  St. 
Francis  Catholic  Church,  and  politically  he  is  a 
Democrat,  but  not  an  aggressive  partisan.  On  June 
I,  1884.  he  was  appointed  deputy  sheriit,  which 
office  he  has  filled  ever  since;  has  served  as  assist- 
ant town  clerk ;  was  tax  collector  of  the  Union  Cen- 
ter school  district,  of  XaugatucK,  and  also  of  the 
town  taxes,  from  1882  to  1888,  and  again  in  1891. 
By  strict  attention  to  busine.-^s,  ana  by  the  conscien- 
tious discharge  of  all  duties  imposed  upon  him,  he 
has  been  successful  in  life,  and  has  won  the  respect 
and  esteem  of  all. 

EDWIX  P.  PITMAX,  M.  D.  Among  the  dis- 
ciples of  Escuiapius  in  Xew  Haven,  Conn.,  one  of 
the  leaders  is  Dr.  Edwin  P.  Pitman,  who,  although 
still  a  young  man,  has  gained  an  enviable  position 
for  himself  in  the  profession. 

Dr.   Pitman   was  l^orn   in   Boston.  -Mass..   Sept. 

I  26.  1863.  a  son  of  John  W.  and  Anna  R.  (  Kelley  1 
Pitman.     The  familv  is  of  English  e.xtraction.  the 

i  grandfather.    Stephen    Pitman,    having   come    from 

!  that    country    to    America  and   married   Olive    1!. 

1  French,  a  native  of  Xew  Hampshire.  To  them 
were  born  four  children:  William  H.,  O^rar  \'.. 
Charles  J.,  and  John  W.     William  H.  and  O^rar  \'. 

,  were  merchaiui  fur  many  _\ears  in  Concord,  X,  11.; 
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ClinrKs  J.  was  a  carpenter  and  contractor;  and  the 
younjjest.  John  W'.,  the  father  of  our  snhject,  was 
a  noted  Baptist  clers^yinan.  The  latter  removed  to 
Boston,  Mass..  prior  to  the  birth  of  our  suliject,  bin 
later  located  in  Concord,  X.  H.  His  wife  was  Ixjrn 
at  St.  lohns,  X.  B.,  and  our  subject  was  their  onlv 
child.  " 

Dr.  Pitman  was  taken  by  his  parents,  when  but 
three  years  of  age,  to  Concord,  X.  H..  where  he  ac- 
quired his  elementary  education,  graduatinsj  with 
distinction  from  the  Concord  High  School.  He 
then  went  to  Dartmouth,  and  was  graduated  from 
that  institution  in  the  class  of  1S86.  The  next  step 
in  his  upward  progress  was  the  acceptance  of  a 
professorship  in  a  Soldiers'  Orphans  School,  at 
Chester  Springs,  I'a..  wliere  he  remained  one  year, 
and  then  entered  Martlia  Washington  College  at 
Edington,  \'a..  as  professor  of  French  and  Ger- 
man and  teacher  of  vocal  music.  Although  very 
successful.  Dr.  Pitman  felt  that  his  calling  was  that 
of  a  physician,  and  he  therefore  began  the  study  of 
medicine.  With  this  idea  in  view,  he  entered  the 
^Medical  Department  of  Dartmouth  College,  grad- 
uating in  the  class  of  1S91  :  thence  to  the  Xew  Vork 
Polyclinic  for  a  post-graduate  course..  After  thi-> 
labored  preparation  for  his  life  work.  Dr.  Pitman 
settled  in  Colchester.  Conn.,  where  he  remained  six 
months,  and  in  Septemher,  1891,  located  in  Xew 
Haven,  and  has  since  built  up  one  of  the  finest  prac- 
tices in  this  locality. 

On  Aug.  30,  1887,  Dr.  Pitman  married  Miss 
Catherine  Crowley,  who  was  born  in  Maine,  a 
daughter  of  James  and  Mary  Crowley,  natives  of 
Ireland.  Mr.  Crowley  was  a  railroad  contractor 
and  a  man  of  consiflerable  prominence.  In  {xjlitics 
Dr.  Pitman  is  a  Republican,  and  takes  an  active 
part  in  the  fraternal  organizations  of  Xew  Haven, 
being  a  member  of  the  I.  O.  O.  F. ;  Xew  England 
Order  of  Protection  ;  Woodmen  of  the  World,  and 
also  the  Heptasophs  of  Xew  Haven.  In  medical 
circles  Dr.  Pitman  has  always  borne  a  prominent 
part,  and  is  a  member  of  the  city,  county  and  State 
medical  societies.  Both  he  and  Mrs.  Pitman  are 
consistent  members  of  the  Baptist  Church,  and  are 
highly  respected  not  only  among  its  congregation 
but  throughout  the  community. 

MARK  WALLACE  HOBSOX,  a  die  sinker 
and  molder  of  Wallingford,  was  born  in  Birming- 
ham, England,  April  3,  1856.  a  son  of  Edwin  Hob- 
son,  one  of  the  respected  citizens  of  Wallingford, 

Mr.  Hobson  was  only  ten  years  old  when  he 
came  to  this  country  with  his  parents.  His  school- 
ing, which  began  in  his  native  town,  was  continued 
in  Xewark,  X.  J.  Coming  to  Wallingford  with  his 
father,  he  mastered  the  art  of  die  sinking  under  the 
instruction  of  that  gentleman  in  the  faaory  of 
Simpson,  Hall  &  Miller.  Here  he  began  when  only 
fourteen  vears  of  age.  and  for  more  than  thirt\- 
vears  he  has  remained  in  tlse  employ  of  that  famous 
firm.    His  close  application,  thorough  knowledge  of 


his  work,  and  his  ali.-olute  trustworthiness  have 
commanded  the  resjjcct  and  confidence  of  his  em- 
ployers to  a  marked  degree. 

In  1877,  in  Wallingford,  Mr.  Hobson  and  Eliza- 
beth I'olsom  \'a'entine  were  united  in  marriage. 
Mrs.  Hobson  wa^  born  in  Albany,  X.  Y.,  a  daughter 
of  Edward  Valentine,  but  was  living  with  her  par- 
ents in  Wallingford  at  the  tinit  of  her  marriage. 
To  this  union  were  Ixsm  two  children:  (  ij  Rich- 
ard Thurston,  now  a  student  in  the  high  school: 
{3)  Russell  X'alentinc,  also  in  school.  Mr.  and 
3ilrs.  Hobson  belong  to  the  Bai>tist  Church.  He  is 
affiliated  with  n<j  lodges  of  any  kind,  and  is  re- 
garded in  the  community  where  he  is  so  well 
known,  as  a  man  far  above  the  average  both  in  in- 
telligence and  character. 

ZERAH  PIERPOXT  BEACH,  one  of  the 
leading  agriculturists  and  fruit  growers  of  Wall- 
ingford. was  born  on  what  is  known  locally  as 
Parkers  Farm,  in  West  Wallingford,  X"ov.  7,  1845. 
Mr.  Beach  is  a  descendant  of  one  of  the  oldest  and 
best  families  of  Xew  Haven  county. 

Stephen  Beach,  the  great-grandfather  of  our 
subject,  was  born  in  175 1  in  this  locality,  where  he 
engaged  in  farming  all  his  life,  leaving  his  plow 
to  become  a  drummer  in  Capt.  Stanley's  company 
during  the  Revolutionary  war.  His  death  occurred 
on  Parkers  Farm  in  1821.  In  1774  he  married 
Miriam  Parker,  who  was  born  in  1753;  the  children 
of  their  family  were:  Jason.  Eleanor,  Miriam. 
Silvia.  Chancev,  Whiting,  Stephen,  Lvman  and 
Polly. 

Jason  Beach,  the  grandfather,  was  born  on  the 
homestead,  and  was  a  farmer  all  his  life,  well 
known  and  respected,  being  remembered  especially 
on  account  of  his  musical  talent.  In  the  church 
he  led  the  choir  and  played  the  bass  viol,  and  was 
a  man  of  exceeding  intelligence.  He  married 
Susanna  Hotchkiss.  and  the  children  of  these 
worthy  people  were:  One  that  died  in  infancy. 
William.  Roger,  Xorman,  Susan.  Lucy,  Xatlian 
and  Eliza. 

Xathan  Beach,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  181 1,  on  the  old  homestead,  where  he  grew 
to  manhood,  receiving  a  common-school  education, 
and  he  lived  near  the  old  home  all  his  life,  engaged 
in  general  farming,  being  one  of  the  pioneers  in 
tobacco  growing.  In  1882  this  worthy  man  was 
prostrated,  and  many  mourned  his  decease,  as  he 
liad  been  a  good  neighbor,  and  one  whose  example 
was  for  the  benefit  of  the  community.  On  May  i, 
1834,  he  married  Lucy  Pierpont,  who  was  born  in 
Xorth  Haven  in  1814,  a  member  of  one  of  the  old- 
est and  most  distinguished  families  of  Xew  Haven, 
being  a  daughter  of  Joel  and  Abigail  (Cooper) 
Pierpont,  and  granddaughter  of  Giles  Pierpont. 
This  intelligent  and  lovely  old  lady  is  a  member  of 
the  familv  on  the  homestead,  possessing  a  bright 
mind  and  wonderful  memory,  but  for  several  years 
has  nut  had  the  use  of  her  limbs.     Mr,  and  Mrs. 
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r.eacli  liail  children  as  fnUow.- :  Joel,  bom  in  iS.v^: 
Stephen  E.,  born  in  1837:  Zerah  P.,  our  subject; 
and  Esther,  born  in   1850. 

Zerah  P.  Beach  was  given  the  advantages  of 
the  best  schools  of  the  localit}-,  and  was  also  sent 
to  the  United  States  Business  College,  in  Xew 
Haven.  Returning  to  the  farm  he  took  up  the 
"business  as  a  profession,  and  has  been  one  of  the 
pioneers  in  the  peach-growing  business,  having 
now  an  orchard  covering  twenty-five  acres,  his  trees 
all  in  prosperous  condition. 

Mr.  Beach  was  married.  June  5,  1S75,  to  Sarah 
M.  P>eard,  of  Bethany,  daughter  of  Allen  and 
Abigail  (Smith)  Pieard.  Slie  was  a  woman  of  rare 
Oiristian  character,  and  a  consistent  member  of 
the  Congregational  Church,  in  which  faith  she  died 
Xov.  28,  1896;  her  remains  rest  in  the  Centre  Street 
•cemetery,  in  Wallingford.  The  children  bereft  of 
a  devoted  mother  are:  Lorenzo  A.,  born  in  1876; 
Flora  C,  born  in  1880:  and  Zerah  X.,  born  in  1885. 
]Mr.  Beach  has  taken  a  prominent  part  in  town  and 
county  affairs,  has  served  in  the  Xational  Guards, 
being  corporal  five  \ears.  sergeant  twenty-three 
years,  and  company  treasurer  for  twenty  years ; 
has  been  a  justice  of  the  peace  whose  judgments 
liave  been  upheld  by  the  higher  courts :  and  was 
assessor.  Fraternally  he  is  connected  with  the  I. 
O.  O.  F.  at  Wallingforrl,  and  in  1885  he  was  the 
first  lecturer  of  the  Grange  of  this  place,  was  in 
1900  its  master,  and  with  some  of  his  children  still 
takes  an  active  interest  in  that  organization.  His 
associations  with  his  fellow  citizens  are  pleasant, 
and  he  possesses  the  esteem  and  confidence  of  the 
community,  and  is  regarded  as  one  of  the  sub- 
stantial residents  of  \\'allingford. 

AXDREW  JAMES  COYLE,  the  leading  ton- 
5orial  artist  of  liranford,  was  born  in  Xew  Haven 
Sept.  23,  1859,  a  son  of  John  and  Rose  (Gallagan) 
Coyle.  The  parents,  who  were  natives  of  County 
Cavan,  Ireland,  came  to  this  country  in  1850,  locat- 
ing in  Xew  Haven,  wdiere  the  father  was  employed 
as  a  section  boss  on  the  Xew  York,  Xew  Haven  & 
Hartford  railroad  until  1871,  when  he  was  made 
track-walker,  which  position  he  filled  until  his 
death,  in  1875.  ^^^  ^^'^s  the  father  of  ten  children, 
«ight  of  whom  lived  to  reach  adult  age:  Mary  A., 
Mrs.  Xicholas  H.  C)'P>rien  ;  Andrew  J.,  whose  name 
appears  at  the  beginning  of  this  article;  Charles 
H. :  Rose,  wife  of  Michael  Fitzgerald:  Maggie; 
John:   Lena.   Mrs.   John    H.    Toby ;   and   Xicholas. 

Andrew  James  Coyle  spent  his  early  life  in  X'ew 
Haven  and  Branford.  receiving  his  education  in 
the  pul)lic  schools,  and  early  applying  himself  to 
work,  for  his  own  support.  In  1871  he  catne  to 
Branford,  and  when  he  was  a  little  over  eleven 
years  of  age  entered  the  Branford  Lock  Works, 
Avhere  he  was  steadily  employed  until  1897.  Dur- 
ing these  years  he  had  learnefl  the  barber's  trade 
with  his  brother,  assisting  him  evenings.,  and  in 
January,  1898,  he  set  up  in  the  barber-  business  for 


tumself,  and  to-day  owns  one  of  the  best  equipped 
shops  in  Branford.  He  is  capable  and  energetic, 
and  is  much  liked  and  esteemed  for  his  many  good 
qualities. 

Mr.    Coyle    was    married,    April    19,    1889,    to 
PVances   Evelyn,   a   daughter   of  James   and    Eliza 
(Regan)  Clancy,  of  Branford.   Mr.  and  Mrs.  Coyle 
are   the   happv   parents  of  a   bright  and  attractive 
tamily   of   three   children :      Helena,    William    and 
Francis.      Mr.    Coyle  and   his   wife  belong  to   St. 
'  Marv's  Catholic  Church,  and  he  is  a  meinber  of  the 
;  T.  A.  B.,  the  Foresters,  the  K.  of  C.  the  X.  E. 
'  O.    P.,  the   Emerald    Social    Club,   and    the    Bran- 
\  ford  Fire  Department.     In  politics  he  is  a  Demo- 
crat. 

GEORGE  C.  SUMMERS,  a  well-known  busi- 
ness man  of  Derby,  Xew  Haven  county,  was  born 
in  that  town  July  12,  1854,  son  of  Stephen  X.  Sum- 
mers, who  .was  for  almost  half  a  century  promi- 
nently identified  with  the  business  interests  of  this 
county. 

Stephen  X'.  Summers  was  a  native  of  the  town 

'  of  Trumbull,  Fairfield  Co..  Conn.  At  the  early  age 
of  thirteen  he  began  his  business  career,  working 
as  a  farm  hand  at  $6  per  month  for  one  year.    Hav- 

,  ing  saved  $100,  he  went  to  Xew  Haven,  and  there 
learned  the  cabinetmaker's  trade,  whicji  he  subse- 

'  quently  followed  in  Stratford  and  Bridgeport, 
Conn.,  for  some  time.     At  the  age  of  twenty-three 

1  vears  he  came  to  Derby  and  opened  a  small  furni- 
ture store  in  East  Derby.  While  there  he  was  mar- 
ried, in  1835,  to  Miss  Mary  E.  Phillips,  who  wa? 
born  in  Fairfield.  Conn.,  and  he  afterward  located 
in  Birmingham,  where  he  was  engaged  in  the  furni- 
ture business  on  a  limited  scale  for  about  a  year. 
He  then  erected  a  building  on  Minerva  street, 
Derby,  which  he  occupied  for  many  years,  doing  an 
extensive  retail  furniture  business  under  the  name 

;  the  BinTiingham  Furniture  Co.  He  was  in  partner- 
ship first  with  a  Mr.  Coe  and  later  with  a  Mr.  Lewis 
and  continued  his  connection  with  the  furniture 
trade  for  forty-nine  }'ears.     He  was  also  a  director 

'  in  the  Birmingham  Xational  Bank,  and  president 
of  the  Birmingham  Water  Co.  He  belonged  to  that 
class  of  men  whom  the  world  terms  self-made,  for, 
starting  out  in  life  for  himself  empty-handed,  he 
conquered  all  obstacles  in  the  path  to  success,  and 
not  only  secured  for  himself  a  handsome  compe- 
tence, but  by  his  eftorts  materially  advanced  the  in- 
terests of  the  community  with  which  he  was  asso- 
ciated. In  political  sentiment  he  was  a  Republican, 
and  in  religious  belief  both  he  and  his  wife  were 
Methodists.^  He  died  Dec.  2^,  1884.  and  she  has 
also  passed  away.  To  them  were  born  seven  chil- 
dren,  namely :     Jennie    M.,    Carrie.    Sarah.    Sadie. 

:  Henrv.  George  C.  and  Oiarles.  All  are  deceased 
with  the  exception  of  Jennie  (a  resident  of  Water- 
bury)  and  our  subject. 

The  early  educaiion  of  George  C.  Summers  was 
acquired  in  the  public  schools  of  Derby,  and  was 
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supplemcntLcl  by  a  cjur--.-  .nt  \\'ilhraliaiii,  ^.Tass.  On 
returning-  lionic  lie  wurk^d  iov  iiis  father  for  a  time, 
and  then  went  to  New  Haven,  Conn,,  where  he  at- 
tended the  National  College  of  Business.  He  then 
acted  as  bookkeeper,  collector  and  general  manager 
in  his  father's  furniture  establishment,  where  an  ex- 
tensive wholesale  and  retail  business  was  carried  on, 
employment  being  given  to  as  many  as  seventy-five 
men.  Mr.  Summers  remained  with  his  father  until 
the  latter's  death,  and  became  thoroughly  familiar 
with  every  department  of  the  business,  including  the 
cabinetmaking.  For  the  past  two  years  he  has  en- 
gaged in  the  manufacture  of  extracts  and  essences, 
for  which  he  finds  a  ready  sale,  and  has  built  up  a 
good  trade  in  that  line.  A  portion  of  his  time  is 
also  devoted  to  his  property  interests,  as  he  owns 
and  rents  many  houses  in  Derby. 

In  1892  Mr.  Summers  married  Miss  Jennette 
Clapper,  a  native  of  Albany,  N.  Y.,  and  a  daughter 
of  Williani  Clapper,  who  was  also  bornin  that  city. 
To  this  union  have  been  born  four  children :  Les- 
ter E.;  Grace  E.,  Alillicent  L.  and  Alton  B.  Mr. 
Summers  and  his  family  attend  the  ^lethodist 
Episcopal  Church,  and  are  quite  prominent  socially. 
Politically  he  is  a  stanch  supporter  of  the  Republi- 
can party. 

GEORGE  \V.  LIVINGSTON,  a  brass  caster 
in  Ansonia,  was  born  in  Canada,  Sept.  2,  1843,  ^ 
son  of  Samuel  Livingston,  also  a  native-born 
Canadian,  who  was  a  farmer  anci  spent  his  entire 
life  in  Ontario,  where  he  cleared  a  farm  of  200 
acres,  and  died  at  the  age  of  sixty  years.  Anna 
Gale,  wife  of  Samuel,  was  born  in  Philadelphia, 
but  early  made  her  home  in  Canada,  and  she  died 
at  the  age  of  eighty-nine.  Both  she  and  her  hus- 
band were  faithful  adherents  and  members  of  the 
Baptist  Church. 

George  Livingston  spent  his  early  life  in  Can- 
ada, where  he  grew  to  manhood  on  the  paternal 
acres,  and  acquired  his  education  in  the  public 
schools.  When  he  was  twenty  years  old  he  left 
home,  and  engaged  in  farming  in  Illinois,  but  after 
a  year  he  returned  to  his  native  country  where  he 
was  at  work  for  three  years.  He  spent  five  months 
in  Pennsylvania,  and  then  came  to  Connecticut, 
locating  in  Ansonia  in  1866,  where  he  took  a  place 
with  \Vallace  &  Sons  as  a  helper  for  a  brass  caster. 
WTien  he  learned  the  trade,  he  became  a  brass 
caster  himself,  working  for  eighteen  years  in  the 
same  factory  in  which  he  began.  He  was  connected 
with  Osborne,  Cheescman  &  Co.,  and  later  entered 
the  employe  of  the  Birmingham  Brass  Co.  With 
the  latter  house  he  has  been  engaged  fourteen 
years,  and  he  is  the  oldest  caster  in  the  factory,  and 
among  the  oldest  in  the  neighborhood. 

On  Aug.  26,  186S,  Mr.  Livingston  was  married 
to  Martha  Woodin,  who  was  born  in  Waterbury, 
a  daughter  of  Aner  F.  Woodin,  who  was  horn  in 
Pines  Bridge,  Beacon  Falls,  a  son  of  John  \\'oodin. 
also  a  native  of  Pines  Bridge,  where  he  spent  his 


life.  Aner  F.  Wotidin  was  a  carpenter,  and  worked 
at  that  trade  many  years  in  Waterbury.     The  latter 
I  part  of  his  life  was  spent  in   Michigan,  where  he 
died  at  the  age  of  seventy-five.     His  second  wife. 
Delight   Bronson,   daughter  of   Polly    (Hotchkiss) 
;  Bronson,  was  the  mother  of  Mrs.  Livingston,  and 
'  to  that  marriage  three  children  were  born :     Ella 
J.,  who  married  Theodore  Manville ;  Martha;  and 
Charles  Woodin,  in  Texas.     Mrs.  Delight   (  Bron- 
son j  Woodin  was  born  at  Prospect,  and  died  at  the 
age  of  forty-three  years,  and  with  her  husband  be- 
longed to  the  Methodist  Qiurch. 

.Mr.    Livingston   is   a   member  of   Washington 

■  Lodge,  A.  F.  &  A.  'SI.,  and  the  Naugatuck  Lodge, 
I.  O.  O.  F.     Both  he  and  his  wife  belong  to  the 

,  Methodist  Church,  where  they  are  active  and  in- 
terested workers  in  every  department  of  the  church 
and  the  Sunday-school.  He  is  a  trustee  of  the 
church,  and  with  his  wife  teaches  in  the  Sunday- 
school.  Both  are  prominent  people,  much  esteemed 
for  their  good  character,  kindly  spirit,  and  un- 
swerving integrity. 

WILLIAM  J.  STANLEY  is  an  expert  ma- 
chinist, and  holds  an  honorable  position  in  Water- 

■  bury.  The  Scovill  ^Manufacturing  Co.,  that  has, 
an  eye  for  men  of  mechanical  genius,  early  dis- 
cerned the  kind  of  a  man  he  was  and  gave  him 
work,  pushing  him  forward,  until  he  now  occupies 
a  responsible  place  in  their  factory.  Mr.  Stanley 
was  born  in  Bergen,  Hudson  Co.,  N.  J.,  Sept.  2. 
1858,  and  is  a  son  of  James  A.  Stanley,  whose 
biography  and  family  history  appears  in  connection 
with  the  sketch  of  his  son,  F.  E.  Stanley,  a  sketch 
of  whom  may  be  found  elsewhere. 

William  J.  Stanley  came  to  Hopeville,  near 
Waterbury,  when  a  child,  and  lived  there  until  he 
was  five  years  old,  when  his  parents  moved  into 
the  city,  and  here  has  been  his  home  to  the  present 
time.  His  education  has  been  largely  acquired  at 
odd  moments,  but  it  is  surprisingly  good,  and 
covers  a  much  broader  field  than  one  would  imag- 
ine, considering  the  very  limited  schooling  he 
has  had.  He  is  a  wide  reader,  and  a  close  student 
of  the  world  about  him.  At  the  age  of  ten  years 
he  became  the  second  messenger  boy  for  the  West- 
em  Union  Telegraph  Co.,  and  at  an  early  age  he 
entered  the  factory  of  the  Carrington  Alanufactur- 
ing  Co.,  and  has  made  rapid  progress  in  indus- 
trial matters.  Mr.  Stanley  was  with  the  ^latthews 
&  Stanley  Co.  from  1873  to  1875,  ^"'1  since  that 
time  has  been  associated  with  the  Scovill  Manu- 
facturing Co..  where  lie  has  achieved  a  large  suc- 
cess as  a  tool  maker.  For  fifteen  years  he  has  been 
the  foreman  of  a  department,  and  has  a  thorough 
mastery  of  every  one  of  its  details. 

.\t  the  early  age  of  ten  Mr.  Stanley  manifested 
a  decided  musical  gift.  In  1876  he  became  a 
student  of  Prof.  Baier,  and  studied  with  him  for 
■several  years,  and  in  1877  became  the  organist  at 
the  Old   Baptist  Church,  where  he  officiated  until 
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1881.  From  1881  tu  18S3  he  played  the  organ 
in  the  Thoniaston  Congregational  Chureh ;  from 
1883  to  1886,  in  the  \\  aterbury  Baptist  Church; 
from  1886  to  1888.  the  CongregatiLHial  Church  in 
Watertown ;  from  1888  to  i8yy.  the  I'irst  Baptist 
Qiurch  of  W'aterburw 

On  April  28,  1887.  Mr.  Stanle}:  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Miss  I'lora  Brown,  who  was  born 
in  Ashland,  Mass..  a  daughter  of  Benjamin  G.  and 
Ella  (Hudson)  Brown,  natives  of  Ashland  and 
Framingham,  .Mass.,  respectivel}'.  Mr,  Brown  is 
living,  but  his  wife  died  Oct.  31,  1894.  The  Hud- 
son family  are  of  Scotch  extraction,  while  the 
Browns  came  from  England.  To  ^Ir.  and  Mrs. 
Stanley  have  been  born  t-\vo  children  :  ( i  )  Louise 
and  (2)  Ada.  In  politics  Mr.  Stanley  is  a  Repub- 
lican. Socially  he  has  been  a  member  of  Xosa- 
hogan  Lodge,  Xo.  21,  L  O.  O.  F.,  for  more  than 
twenty  years,  and  is  also  affiliated  with  Waterbury 
Lodge,  Xo.  95,  A.  O.  C.  W.  He  is  a  Mason  of 
prominent  standing,  and  belongs  to  Harmony 
Lodge,  Xo.  21,  F.  &  A.  M..  Eureka  Giapter,  and 
Clark  Commanderv,  Xo.  7,  K.  T.  Mr.  Stanley  and 
his  family  are  all  Baptists,  and  lie  has  taken  an 
active  and  efficient  part  in  the  musical  affairs  of 
that  church.  •  .         ■. 

EMMETT  A.  CARLEY,  a  well-known  citizen 
of  Cheshire,  who  is  successfully  engaged  in  the 
express- business  between  Cheshire  and  Xew  Haven, 
was  born  in  Xew  Mllford.  Litchfield  Co.,  Conn., 
Aug.  28,  1846,  a  son  of  Eli  A.  and  Laura  (Hub- 
bell)  Carley,  and  grandson  of  James  and  Betsy 
(Dawson)  Carley.  The  grandfather  was  also  a 
native  of  Litchfield  county,  was  a  farmer  by  oc- 
cupation, and  was  a  great  hunter  and  trapper.  He 
died  in  Xaugatuck.  Conn.,  his  wife  in  Danbury, 
this  State.  To  them  were  born  three  sons,  John, 
Eli  A.  and  Hugh. 

Eli  A.  Carley,  father  of  our  subject,  was  born 
in  Litchfield  county  April  9,  1809.  and  was  reared 
and  educated  in  the  town  of  Kent,  that  county. 
He  was  a  builder  and  millwright  by  trade,  and 
continued  to  follow  the  latter  occupation  through- 
out life.  In  1855  he  came  to  Oxford,  Xew  Haven 
county,  where  he  died  Jan.  18.  1867.  His  wife 
died  in  Shelton,  Fairfield  Co..  Conn.,  in  1890.  In 
their  family  were  nine  children:  James  F.,  who 
died  young;  James  F.  (2);  Lucv  Ann,  widow  of 
Julius  W.  Munson,  of  Wallingford.  Conn.;  Ellen 
Sophia,  >[rs.  Curtis  H.  Dodge,  of  the  same  place; 
Horatio  H.,  who  died  in  Wolcott  in  i88<):  Eli  Al- 
fred, superintendent  of  the  Housatonic  Water  Co. 
at  Shelton;  John,  a  resident  of  Waterbury;  Em- 
mett  A.,  our  subject;  and  Charles  W.,  who  died 
in  Oxford  at  the  age  of  nine  years. 

The  boyhood  and  youth  of  Emmett  A.  Carley 
were  passed  in  Oxford,  where  he  attended  school 
and  where  he  continued  to  make  his  home  until 
thirty  years  of  age.  In  early  life  he  drove  a  stage 
in   Connecticut   and   later   in   Pennsylvania,   having 


charge  of  a  line  running  from  Mauch  Chunk,  but 
he  was  obliged  to  leave  that  State  during  the 
troubles  with  the  "Molly  Maguires."  For  a  time 
he  was  engaged  in  the  livery  business  in  Bristol 
and  Xew  Haven,  and  in  1895  he  located  on  a  farm 
in  Cheshire,  and  engaged  in  the  milk  business  and 
in  dealing  in  horses  and  cattle.  He  had  a  large 
milk  route  in  \\'aterbury. 

In  1878,  in  Bristol,  Mr.  Carley  married  Miss 
Frances  Lane,  a  native  of  Wolcott,  Xew  Haven 
count}-,  and  a  daughter  of  Asahel  and  Harriet 
(Mansfield)  Lane,  both  of  whom  are  deceased.  To 
this  union  have  been  born  four  children,  three  of 
whom  are  now  living,  namely:  Mabel  F.,  Julius 
M.,  and  Russell  Henry.  Politically  Mr.  Carley  is 
a  stanch  Prohibitionist,  and  he  is  a  member  of  the 
Zklethodist  Episcopal  Church  of  Cheshire.  He 
served  as  constable  of  Oxford  at  one  time,  but  has 
never  been  an  office  seeker,  though  as  a  citizen  he 
is  always  ready  to  discharge  any  duty  that  de- 
volves upon  him. 

JOHX  F.  McGR.VIL.  well  known  to  those 
familiar  with  the  operating  force  of  the  Winchester 
Repeating  Arms  Co.,  at  Xew  Haven,  as  a  man  of 
high  character,  unswerving  integrity,  and  unwearied 
industry,  was  born  at  Mt.  Carmel,  Conn.,  May  22, 
i860,  son  of  John  ^IcGrail,  who  was  born  in 
County  Limerick,  Ireland,  Dec.  4,  1831.  Ste- 
phen JNIcGrail,  the  grandfather  of  John  F.,  was  a 
farmer  in  Ireland,  came  to  the  United  States,  and 
died  seven  days  after  first  setting  foot  on  the  Amer- 
ican shore. 

John  McGrail  came  to  this  country  in  1844. 
landing  in  Boston,  Mass.  In  1856  he  married 
Eliza  Rourke,  an  Irish  compatriot.  Two  of  the 
five  children  born  to  them  are  living:  John  F. ; 
and  Annie  M.,  who  married  James  R.  Mercer,  of 
Xew  Haven.  The  father  was  engaged  for  twenty- 
one  years  in  Mt.  Carmel  as  an  axle  maker. 

John  F.  McGrail  spent  his  boyhood  and  youth 
at  Mt.  Carmel,  where  he  attended  school,  and  very 
early  began  the  labor  of  his  own  support,  going 
into  a  bolt  shop  while  still  a  lad  of  only  eight  years. 
In  Xew  Haven  he  attended  public  school  three 
years,  and  then  secured  a  situation  in  the  factory 
of  the  Winchester  Repeating  Arms  Co.,  where  his 
industrious  habits,  intelligent  nature  and  trust- 
worthiness brought  him  forward  step  by  step;  he 
now  holds  a  responsible  and  profitable  connection 
with  the  Company  as  a  contractor  in  the  bullet 
room. 

Mr.  McGrail  was  married  Oct.  22,  i8<;)0,  to 
Elizabeth  A.  Shannon,  of  Xew  Haven,  a  daughter 
of  James  Shannon,  a  native  of  Ireland.  To  this 
union  were  born  a  family  of  six  children :  Gert- 
rude; Estella;  Sylvester  and  Mncent,  twins;  Ray- 
mend;  and  Clement.  2\Ir.  McGrail  has  always  been 
a  Democrat,  and  has  a  very  vivid  comprelicnsinn 
of  tiie  political  issues  of  the  hour.  Socially  he  be- 
long.s  to  the  X.  E.  O.  P.,  and  in  religion  is  a  mem- 
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her  of  St.  Mary"?  rariMi.  Lathullc  Cluirch.  His 
summer  liome,  at  Farviow  Beach  is  a  very  pleasant 
spot,  and  while  not  as  costly  as  some,  it  is  in  good 
taste,  and  presents  an  inviting-  appearance. 

DENNIS  H.  TIERXEY,  one  of  the  most 
prominent  business  men  of  W'aterbury,  at  present 
■engaged  in  the  real-estate,  insurance  and  bond  and 
surety  business,  is  a  native  of  Ireland,  born  at 
Abbeylei.x,  Queen's  County,  in  the  year  1846. 

John  Tierney,  father  of  our  subject,  was  also 
:a  native  of  Queen's  County,  born  at  Portarlington, 
a  son  of  Matthew  Tierney,  who  carried  on  the  sale 
of  timber  and  lumber  at  that  place.  John  Tierney 
married  IMargaret  McDonald,  and  si.x  children 
were  born  to  them,  all  of  whom  are  now  deceased 
except  our  subject.  One  died  in  Ireland.  Michael 
died  of  fever  in  Mississippi,  while  serving  in  the 
United  States  regular  army.  Margaret  passed 
away  at  the  age  of  seven  years.  In  1S48  the  par- 
ents, with  five  children,  emigrated  to  the  United 
States  on  a  sailing  vessel,  the  voyage — which, 
owing  to  storms  (the  masts  and  rigging  being 
twice  carried  away),  lasted  fourteen  weeks — being 
made  via  Quebec.  Fever  having  broken  ,  out 
among  the  passengers,  the  ill-fated  ship  was  quar- 
antined at  or  near  Quebec,  and  a  large  shed,  pro- 
vided with  roof  only,  the  sides  and  ends  being  open, 
■was  utilized  as  a  temporary  hospital.  Here  the 
father  died  shortly  after  lanriing.  leaving  a  widow 
and  five  children,  two  of  whom  also  died  at  or  near 
Quebec.  Mrs.  Tierney  journeyed  to  \\'aterbury, 
Conn.,  where  she  had  two  brothers  and  one  sister 
living,  but  as  their  means  were  not  sufficiently 
ample  to  afTord  much  aid  to  their  widowed  sister 
and  her  three  children,  she  was  confronted  with 
tlie  vital  necessity  of  providing  some  immediate 
means  of  support.  So  she  bravely  set  her  face  to 
the  task,  and,  laundry  work  being  thi.'  most  avail- 
able .at  the  time,  for  six  long  years,  day  and  night, 
the.  brave  woman  industriouslv  labored,  washing 
and  ironing.  At  about  the  end  of  that  time  she  se- 
cured a  position  in  the  Hotchkiss  &  Merriman  web 
shop  (now  known  as  the  American  Mills),  inspect- 
ing and  pressing  webs.  She  died  in  \\'aterburv  in 
1888. 

Dennis  H.  Tierney,  the  subject  of  this  memoir. 
■was  about  eighteen  months  old  when  the  family 
came  to  W'aterbury,  and  here  he  received  his  ele- 
■  mentary  education,  partly  in  the  district  schools  and 
partly,  by  the  advice  of  his  mother,  at  night  school. 
At  the  age  of  nine  years  he  was  employed  in  the 
buckle  factory,  and  afterward  in  manv  of  the  fac- 
tories of  W'aterbury,  becoming  somewhat  skilled 
in  the  manipulating  of  metals.  When  about  eight- 
een years  old  he  began  work  in  the  thimble  depart- 
ment of  the  Scovill  Manufacturing  Co..  remaining 
three  years :  and  while  there,  under  the  guidance  of 
B.  .S.  Curtiss,  of  W'oodburv.  Conn.,  he  learned  the 
craft  of  toolmaking,  also  the  machine  Ini.siiic'is.  in 
a  limited  wav.    After  three  viars'  service  in  W'ater- 


bury, h.i\  iiiQ-  decided  that  New  York  offered  a  more 
extended  field  for  advancement,  he  took  his  tool 
chest  and  traveling  bag  into  the  big  city,  with  high 
hopes  of  learning  something  new,  yet  not  without 
grave  fears  and  misgivings  lest  he  should  be  un- 
able to  cope  with  the  greater  mechanics  of  the  city, 
which  fears  and  misgivings  were  overcome  only 
after  many  sleepless  nights.  During  the  years 
1867-6S  he  took  a  course  of  instruction  in  the 
Cooper  Union  for  Advancement  of  Science  and 
Art,  particularly  in  the  mechanical  drawing  depart- 
ment. He  divided  his  time  between  this  and  the 
common  evening  school  of  New  York  City.  At 
the  Cooper  L'nion  he  graduated  with  the  class  of 
1808.  and  took  a  first-class  certificate  for  superior 
ability.  Afterward  he  had  e.xperience  in  various 
machine  shops,  and  in  perfecting  machinery  for 
Ketchum  Brothers.  McDougal  &  Co.,  New  York, 
for  the  makinsr  of  silver  thimbles  from  a  solid  disk 
of  silver.  He  invented  a  bevel  and  tapering  gauge, 
a  necktie  fastener,  and  a  lathe  chuck  by  the  use  of 
which  work  may  be  adiusted  to  the  one-thousandth 
part  of  an  inch  in  the  lathe. 

After  a  residence  of  three  years  in  New  York 
Mr.  Tierney  worked  for  a  short  time  in  Danbury, 
Conn.,  in  a  sewing-machine  factory ;  then  went  to 
Forestville.  Hartford  county,  where  he  made  dies 
in  the  Bristol  Brass  &  Clock  Co.,  in  the  burner  de- 
partment :  and  after  ten  years  there  he  invented 
what  is  known  as  "Tierney's  Diamond  Dust  Hard- 
ening Powder,"  for  hardening  steel,  and  which  af- 
terwards proved  a  great  success.  He  also  invented 
a  tov  that  gained   considerable  popularitv. 

Returning  to  W'aterbury.  Mr.  Tiernev  in  the 
year  188 1  opened  the  Naugatuck  \'alley  Patent 
Agency,  shortly  afterward  adding  the  real-estate, 
general  insurance,  and  bond  and  suretv  business. 
His  first  office,  a  room  about  4x9  feet,"  made  from . 
a  small  hallwav,  was  at  No.  59  Bank  street :  he  was 
then  on  East  Main  street,  and  later  moved  to  No. 
167  Bank  street,  where  he  is  now  located.  In  addi- 
tion to  his  regular  business  interests  he  was  presi- 
dent of  the  Globe  Publishing  Co..  W'aterbury  (who 
publish  the  Evening  Globe),  and  a  stockholder  in 
the  Conimcrcial  Record,  published  in  New  Haven. 
In  T893  he  was  chairman  of  the  Central  school  dis- 
trict financial  committee. 

Mr.  Tierney  has  been  tliree  times  married,  first 

time,  Jan.   28,    187,^.  to  Julia   -A.   Smith,   who  was 

born    in   County   W'estmeath.    Ireland,   whence   she 

came  to  W'aterluiry  in  childhood.    She  died  in  1875, 

!   the   mother  of  one   child,    Henry   S.,   who   was   in 

!   Cuba,  as  chief  engineer  of  the  governinent  steam 

I  launch    "Percy."     In     1885    our    subject    married 

!  Annie  Fisher,  of  Danbury,  who  was  born  in  the  city 

of  Cork,  Ireland,  whence  she  came  to  this  country 

I   in    childhood.     She    died    June    20,    1887,    without 

issue.     In   1889  Mr.  Tierney  married  Margaret  E. 

'  Cassid}-,  who  was  Imrn  in  Creenwood.  X,  Y.,  and 

seven    ciiildren     came     to     this     imion :      [ohn    D.. 

;  Mathcw    D.,    May    M.,    Mark,    Madeline  "C,    Gcr- 
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aU'inc  J.,  and  Luke  (ckcea.-ed).  The  family  are 
identified  with  the  Church  of  the  Immaculate  Con- 
ception, and  Mr.  Tierney  is  very  prominent  in 
Catholic  circles,  as  well  as  in  all  matters  of  public 
interest,  irrespective  of  creed  or  politics. 

Socially  ^Ir.  Ticrncv  is  a  member  of  the 
Knights  of  Columbus,  and  was  <jrand  knight  of 
Carrolltr.n  Council,  lie  was  ])resident  of  the  Sec- 
ond Division,  A.  O.  H.,  and  was  chairman  of  the 
Reception  committee,  which  liad  in  charge  the  care 
and  feeding  of  thousands  of  Hibernians  who  came 
from  all  parts  of  Connecticut,  as  wdl  as  other 
States,  to  the  centennial  celebration  on  May  23, 
1898.  He  is  president  of  an  association  organized 
for  the  purpose  of  erecting  a  monument  10  the 
memory  of  James  Reynolds,  the  Irish  patriot,  and 
he  was  treasurer  of  the  committee  in  raising  funds 
to  send  the  remains  of  Stephen  J.  ^leany  (another 
Irish  patriot)  to  Ireland.  He  also  belongs  to  the 
Amsrican-Irish  Historical  Society.  In  1S80  he  was 
president  of  the  Young  Men's  Catholic  Institute,  of 
Xaugatuck,  Conn.,  and  he  was  one  of  the  fore- 
most to  advocate  the  use  of  its  books  to  the  public 
without  regard  to  color,  creed,  or  nationality,  and 
the  Institute  sO'  voted.  In  1882  he  organized  a 
Father  Matthew  Total  Abstinence  and  Benevolent 
Society,  in  Bristol,  Conn.,  and  was  its  first  presi- 
dent, and  he  has  adhered  to  the  principles  of  total 
abstinence  from  that  time  to  the  present.  Our 
subject  was  one  of  the  active  workers,  treasurer  as 
well  as  a  member,  of  the  "Manila  Testimonial  Com- 
mittee," representing  the  people  of  W'aterbury  in 
showing  their  appreciation  of  her  loyal  citizens  by 
presenting  a  highly  embellished  sword  to  a  lieuten- 
ant, and  a  gold  watch  and  chain  to  a  common  sea- 
man, both  of  whom  were  with  Commodore  Dewey 
and  took  part  in  that  memorable  engagement  in 
Manila,  May  i,  1898;  through  the  same  committee 
the  town  presented  a  solid  silver  medal  to  each  and 
every  one  of  the  Waterbury  people  who  served  their 
country  in  the  Spanish-American  war.  Mr.  Tier- 
ney has  been  active  to  aid  the  Boers  in  South  Af- 
rica. He  was  chairman  of  a  mass  meeting  com- 
posed of  all  classes  of  citizens,  held  at  \\'aterbury 
March  6,  1900,  which  adopted  resolutions  of  sym- 
pathv  with  the  Boers  in  their  struggles  for  liberty. 
These  resolutions  were  sent  to  many  prominent 
men,  including  the  President  of  the  United  States. 
Our  subject  is  intensely  patriotic,  and  is  loyal  to 
his  native  land.  Like  all  true  Irishmen,  he  is  a 
lover  of  liberty.  In  politics  Mr.  Tierney  is  a  Demo- 
crat, and  as  a  man  of  refinement-  and  sterling 
qualities  of  character  he  is  most  highly  esteemed. 

JAMES  CLIFFORD  DOOLITTLE,  an  en- 
ergetic and  progressive  farmer  and  lumber  manu- 
facturer of  West  Woods,  Hamden,  Xew  Haven 
county,  was  born  there,  on  the  Doolittle  homestead, 
Feb.  22,  1874,  and  is  a  worthy  representative  of  one 
of  the  hnnnred  old  fr.n'ilic-;  nf  the  cmintx.  His 
great-grandfatlier,    Daniel    Doolittle,    was    born    in 


the  town  of  \\'a!lingford,  but  when  a  vniuig  man 
came  to  Hamden  and  purchased  a  farni.  on  which 
he  spent  the  remainder  of  his  life,  engag&d  in  gen- 
eral farming  and  stock  raising.  He  married  Miss 
Druce  Chattcrton.  who  also  died  in  Hamden,  and 
both  were  laid  to  rest  in  the  Mt.  Carmel  cemcterv. 
They  were  consistent  members  of  the  Congrega- 
tional Church  and  most  estimable  people.  In  their 
family  were  six  children:  Lura,  who  died  unmar- 
ried; Julia,  wife  of  William  Ellis;  Percy;  Arilla  ; 
Heman  and  Morris. 

Henian  Doolittle,  the  grandfather  of  our  sub- 
ject, was  born  in  Hamden,  ?ilarch  19,  1799,  and 
was  educated  in  the  district  schools  of  the  town. 
He  'Spent  his  entire  life  in  Hamden, '  where  he 
owned  and  operated  a  large  tract  of  land,  was  suc- 
cessfully engaged  in  general  farming,  and  also 
dealt  in  wood  quite  extensively.  He  died  upon  his 
farm,  July  26,  1875,  and  was  buried  in  Mt.  Carmel 
cemetery.  On  Nov.  11.  1824,  he  married  Julia 
Allen,  who  was  born  in  ^\'allingford,  Dec.  24,  1802, 
a  daughter  of  Ernest  Allen,  and  died  July  26.  1854. 
She  was  an  earnest  member  of  the  Baptist  Church. 
In  their  family  were  eight  children :  Emilv.  born 
Sept.  2,  1826,  died  Dec.  30,  1885;  Amanda,  born 
May  18,  1828,  was  married,  Sept.  8,  1852.  to  Anson 
Doolittle ;  Oswin,  the  father  of  cur  subject,  was 
next  in  order  of  birth;  Julia  A.,  born  Oct.  9,  1832, 
was  married,  Sept.  9,  i860,  to  Lewis  Joyce,  of 
Hamden;  Samuel  D.,  born  ^larch  12,  1835,  was 
married,  Nov.  28,  1861,  to  Cornelia  A.  Sanford; 
Caroline,  born  April  20,  1836,  died  Sept.  19,  1836; 
Ellen  M.,  born  March  30,  1840,  died  Oct.  i.  1843; 
and  Sarah  J.,  born  Oct.  5,  1844,  married  Jerome 
C.  Munson. 

Oswin  Doolittle,  father  of  our  subject,  was  born 
in  West  Woods,  Hamden,  July  30,  1830,  was  reared 
upon  a  farm,  anil  educated  in  the  district  schools. 
Throughout  life  he  followed  agricultural  pursuits, 
and  o,wned  and  operated  a  fine  farm  of  seventy-five 
acres,  upon  whicli  he  made  many  useful  and  sub- 
stantial improvements.  He  also  owned  a  sawmill 
and  was  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  lumber.  He-, 
was  a  stanch  supporter  of  the  Republican  party, 
but  never  a  politician  in  the  sense  of  office  seeking. 
On  May  10,  1865,  he  married  Sarah  Josephine 
Root,  widow  of  Capt.  Henry  Gerrish,  and  to  them 
were  born  five  children,  namely:  Howard,  a  resi- 
dent of  Torrington,  Conn. ;  Sherwood,  of  New 
York  State;  Warren;  Christina,  wife  of  Edward 
Haynes;  and  James  C,  our  subject.  The  father 
died  in  1893,  the  mother  in  1886,  honored  and  re- 
spected by  all  who  knew  them,  and  were  laid  to 
rest  in  the  Mt.  Carmel  cemetery. 

James  C.  Doolittle  obtained  his  education  in  the 
district  schools  of  Hamden,  and  a  business  college 
of  New  Haven.  During  his  youth  he  aided  his 
father  in  the  labors  of  the  farm  and  mill,  and  re- 
sided upon  the  old  homestead  until  1896.  when  he 
;)!jrcha-;ed  the  farm  of  100  acres,  in  Hamd.en,  upon 
'ivhich  he  now  resides.     In  connection   with   farm- 
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iiv.r,  he  is  also  en,c;ai;ed  in  t!;e  'lairv  business  and 
carries  on  the  miU  once  owned  by  his  father.  He 
is  one  of  the  most  enterprising  and  progressive 
jxung  men  of  the  town,  is  industrious  and  ener- 
getic, and  carries  forward  to  successful  completion 
whatever  he  undertakes.  In  September.  1S99,  he 
was  married,  in  Hamdcn,  to  Miss  Mabel  Oilman,  of 
Glover,  Vt.,  a  daughter  of  ^Marshall  Oilman.  Po- 
litically he  is  identified  with  the  Republican  party, 
and  religiously  is  an  active  and  prominent  member 
.  of  the  Congregational  Church,  in  which  he  serves 
as  a  teacher  in  the  Sunday  school. 

THOMAS  F.  McORATH,  proprietor  of  the 
cigar  manufactory  at  No.  119  Soutli  Main  street, 
W'aterbury,  was  born  in  County  Limerick.  Ireland, 
May  I,  1856,  son  of  Thomas  and  I^Iargarel  (Pow- 
■  ell)  AIcGrath,  of  whcm  mention  in  full  is  made 
elsewhere. 

Thomas  F.  AIcGrath  was  about  five  years  of  age 
when  brought  by  his  parents  to  Waterbury,  and 
there  he  attended  school  until  eleven  years  old, 
when  he  went  to  work  in  the.  old  woolen  mill,  well 
known  at  that  day.  After  laboring  there  for  a 
short  time  he  started  out  on  a  tour  of  the  country, 
sight-seeing  and  working  in  various  towns  and 
cities,  and  was  gone  about  fifteen  years,  during 
which  period  he  was  employed  chiefly  in  silk  fac- 
tories. 

On  his  return  to  Waterbury,  in  1882,  Mr.  Mc- 
Grath  sold  cigars  for  T.  J.  Jackson  for  a  while,  and 
then  handled  beer  and  cigars  together.  In  1890  he 
began  the  manufacture  of  cigars  on  his  own  ac- 
count, and  this  has  been  his  business  ever  since.  He 
employs  ten  or  fifteen  men,  and  his  sales  are  made 
largely  in  the  neighboring  towns,  as  well  as  at 
home.  He  makes  private  brands  a  specialty,  and 
his  product  is  principally  of  thii:  higher  grade,  cigars 
that  retail  at  ten  cents  apiece. 

In  1889  Air.  McOrath  married  Miss  Margaret 
E.  Lynch,  who  was  born  in  Wallingford.  Conn., 
daughter  of  John  Lynch,  a  native  of  Wallingford. 
Two  children  have  blessed  this  union,  Florence  and 
Irene,  who  are  being  reared  in  the  faith  of  the 
Catholic  Church,  of  which  the  parents  are  mem- 
bers.' Mr.  McOrath  is  a  member  of  the  Ancient 
Order  of  United  Workmen;  of  the  Catholic  Inde- 
pendent Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  of  Waterbury ;  and 
also  of  the  L'nion  club.  In  politics  he  is  independ- 
ent, and  casts  his  franchise  for  the  candidate  he 
deems  best  fitted  for  office.  He  is  an  industrious 
and  sagacious  business  man,  and  is  respected 
wherever  known. 

JAMES  G.  CURTISS,  the  well-known  livery- 
man of  Ansonia,  is  a  representative  of  a  prominent 
family  of  the  town  of  Woodbur}',  Litchfield  Co., 
Conn.,  where  he  was  born  Sept.  13,  1863.  His  an- 
cestors located  at  Woodburv  at  an  early  day,  and 
his  grandfatlier,  I'avid  H.  Curtiss,  was  a  native  of 
the  locality  and  spent  his  entire  life  there,  his  home- 


stead being  located  on  the  main  road  between 
Woodbury  and  Southbury.  This  worthy  citizen 
died  at  a  good  old  age.  the  father  of  tuo  children. 
James  O.  Curtiss,  Sr.,  our  subject's  father,  was 
born  and  reared  at  the  old  homestead  in  Wood- 
bury, where  he  still  resides  at  the  age  of  sixty-sev- 
en, having  followed  farming  all  his  life.  He  is  re- 
spected by  all  who  know  him  for  his  intelligence, 
culture  and  sound  judgment,  and  has  taken  an  ac- 
tive part  in  political  affairs,  being  one  of  the  leading 
Republicans  of  the  town.  His  fellow  citizens  have 
frequently  chosen  him  to  office,  and  he  has  served 
two  terms  as  selectman  and  two  as  representative 
in  the  Legislature.  For  many  years  he  has  been 
an  active  worker  in  St.  Paul's  Eoiscopal  Church, 
Woodbury,  in  which  he  has  held  numerous  offices, 
including  tiiose  of  superintendent  of  the  Sunday 
school  and  teacher  of  a  Bible  class.  In  the  ab- 
sence of  the  rector  he  has  read  the  service  in  the 
Church  for  months  at  a  time.  His  estimable  wife, 
Mary  J.  Styles,  who  died  in  1894,  was  born  in 
Southbury,  and  was  one  of  three  sisters  of  whom 
Xellie  and  Alice  still  reside  at  their  old  family 
homestead.  To  James  G.  Curtiss,  Sr.,  and  his 
wife  seven  children  were  born,  of  whom  four  are 
living,  namely:  Henry  S.,  Annie  M.  (Mrs.  Som- 
ers,  of  Woodbury),  James  0.,  Jr.,  and  Flora  P. 
(Mrs.  L.  N.  Carrington.  of  Woodbury).  Nellie, 
now  deceased,  married  H.  E.  Barnes,  of  Water- 
town. 

The  common  schools  of  Woodbury  afTorded 
James  G.  Curtiss  his  early  educational  opportun- 
ities, and  at  the  age  of  seventeen  he  werft  to  Water- 
bury, where  he  was  employed  for  three  years  by 
Megg  &  Trott  as  a  clerk  in  a  bakery.  He  then 
spent  a  year  in  Iowa,  after  which  he  went  to  Chi- 
cago, and  then  returned  to  the  homestead,  where 
he  was  engaged  in  farming  for  two  and  a  half 
years.  For  two  years  he  was  employed  as  a  clerk 
in  H.  M.  Heine's  grocery  and  meat  market  in 
Chicago,  and  on  his  return  to  Connecticut  he 
spent  two  years  on  a  farm  in  Woodbury.  In 
1891  he  settled  in  Ansonia.  purchasing  a  trucking 
business  with  a  stable  on  ^^'ater  street.  Later  he 
bought  his  present  stable.  No.  26  \\'ater  street,  and 
in  1897  he  leased  a  stable  at  No.  267  Main  street, 
and  later  bought  his  extensive  business,  requiring 
offices  at  both.  He  has  a  fine  line  of  liverv  teams, 
fourteen  horses  being  kept  at  the  Water  street 
stable  for  that  purpose,  and  there  are  usually  twelve 
boarders  there.  At  the  Main  street  stable  he  keeps 
about  forty-five  horses  for  trucking,  and  in  this  line 
he  does  the  largest  business  in  the  city,  being  reg- 
ularly employed  by  the  principal  firms,  including 
the  S.  O.  &  C.  Co.,  the  Union  Fabric  Co.,  the  An- 
sonia Lumber  Co..  the  Ansonia  O.  &  C.  Co.,  the 
Ansonia  Novelty  Co.,  the  A.  B.  C.  Co.,  the  Coe 
Brass  Co.,  and  the  Farrell  Foundry  Co.  He  also 
runs  a  line  of  express  and  freight  teams  to  the  dif- 
ferent depots,  and  has  the  contract  for  watering  the 
streets,  for  wnich  he  keeps  two  carts  especially  con- 
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-■■ructcri.  At  one  time  lie  was  a  member  of  the 
Jloard  of  Trade,  and  as  a  business  man  he  is  hikl 
in  high  esteem.  In  politics  he  is  a  Republican,  and 
he  is  identified  with  the  A.  O.  U.  W.,  the  Eagle 
Hose  Ccmipany  of  Ansonia,  and  King  Hiram 
Lodge,  No.  12.  He  attends  Emmanuel  Episcopal 
Church,  of  which  his  wife  is  a  member,  and  both 
are  interested  in  the  work  of  the  society. 

In  1S90  Mr.  Curtiss  married  ISIiss  Alma  M. 
r.assett,  daughter  of  William  H.  Bassett,  a  well 
known  agriculturist  of  Bethlehem,  and  they  have 
one  son,  James  G.   (3). 

LOUIS  A.  MAXSFIELD.  Since  1855  the 
business  of  which  Louis  A.  Mansfield  is  the  capable 
and  efficient  owner  and  manager,  has  been  one  of 
the  most  prosperous  among  the  business  circles  of 
Xew  Haven.  The  original  firm  name  was  Gower 
&  Mansfield,  the  owners  being  George  D.  Gower 
and  Austin  Mansfield,  later  becoming  Austin  ^lans- 
field  &  Son,  and  still  later,  Louis  A.  }ilansfield,  all 
these  years  representing  a  policy  of  strict  honest}- 
and  unimpeachable  integrity. 

Louis  A.  Mansfield  was  born  in  Xew  Haven, 
March  11,  1863,  a  son  of  Austin  and  a  grandson 
of  Jesse  Merrick  Mansfield.  The  latter  was  a 
farmer  in  Hainden.  Conn.,  where  he  married  a 
member  of  the  Eaton  family,  and  settled  down  on 
a  farm  in  that  locality,  where  they  reared  three 
children:  Auftin  ;  Ellen,  who  married  George  D. 
Gower,  of  X'ew  Haven;  and  Susan,  who,  after  the 
death  of  her  sister,  married  Mr.  Gower. 

Austin  Mansfield  was  born  in  Hamden,  Conn.. 
April  7,  1S33.  grew  up  on  the  farm  and  attended 
the  district  schools,  in  1855  he  removed  to  X'ew 
Haven  and  started  a  lumber  business,  in  association 
with  George  D.  Gower.  which  continued  until  1885. 
when  Mr.  Gower  died  and  the  business  continued 
imtil  1890,  when  Mr.  Mansfield  associated  his  son 
Louis  with  him,  and  the  firm  style  became  Austin 
Mansfield  &  Son.  In  1899,  I'pon  the  death  of  his 
father,  Louis  Mansfield  assumed  sole  charge  under 
the  name  of  Louis  A.  Mansfield,  dealer  in  lumber 
and  coal,  located  at  Xo.  505  Grand  avenue. 

On  May  12.  1858.  Austin  ^vlansfield  was  mar- 
ried to  Emily  .A.  Ford,  who  was  born  in  Hamden, 
Conn.,  a  daughter  of  Merritt  Ford,  a  farmer  of 
Hamden,  and  died  Aug.  13,  1879.  The  only  child 
of  this  union  was  Louis  A.  Politically.  Mr.  Mans- 
lield  was  a  Democrat,  and  both  he  and  wife  were 
consistent  and  devoted  menibers  of  the  Episcopal 
Church.  In  1885,  ^Ir.  Austin  ^.lansfield  married 
Charlotte  E.  Judson,  of  Xew  Haven,  who  survives 
him. 

Louis  A.  Mansfield  spent  his  earlv  boyhood  in 
X'ew  Haven,  and  had  exceptional  educational  ad- 
vantages, attending  private  schools,  and  later  pass- 
ing through  the  Hopkins'  Grammar  school.  He 
entered  Yale  College,  and  graduated  with  the  class 
■if  18S5,  immediatilv  becoming  ass'irciaied  wiili  hi; 
lather  in  business.    Since  taking  charge.  Mr.  Mans- 


ficltl  has  can  ied  nut  the  formei'  pnlicy  of  the  h'  use, 
and  enjoys  all  of  the  old  patronage  and  a  constant- 
ly increasing  one. 

On  August   14,   1890,  Mr.   Mansfield  was  mar- 
ried to   Miss   Mary   F.   Hurd,   of    Xew   Havtn,   a 
daughter  of  Frances    (Wheeler)    Hurd,  of  South- 
ford,  Conn.,  a  member  of  an  old  and  honored  fam- 
ily of  that  locality.     In  politics.  Mr.   Mansfield  is 
in  sympathy  with  the  Democratic  party,  and  is  fra- 
ternally connected  with  the  D.   K.   E.   College  so- 
ciety; the  Graduate  Club,  and  is  a  member  of  the 
Chamber    of    Commerce,    and    the    Builders'    Ex- 
change.    Since  1892,  he  has  been  secretary  of  the 
Lumber   Dealers'   Association   of   the   State,   in   all 
I  lines  being  one  of  the  most  progressive  among  the 
'   younger   business    men    of   the   city.     His    church 
1   connection    is    with   the    Episcopal    Church,    where 
j  both  he  and  wife  are  highly  esteemed. 

WILLIAM  A.  FABER,  a  progressive  and  en- 
terprising citizen  of  Waterbury.  who  is  successfully 
engaged  in  dairy  farming  on  Bucks  Hill,  was  born 
at  that  place  April  27,  1858,  son  of  George  Faber, 
one  of  the  most  highlv  respected  citizens  of  Bucks 
Hill. 

Our  subject  attended  the  district  schools  near 
his  boyhood  home,  and  also  the  \\'aterbury  high 
school.  After  his  education  was  completed  he 
worked  at  general  farming  on  his  father's  place 
four  years,  and  then  learned  the  trade  of  a  caster 
with  the  Scovill  Manufacturing  Co.,  by  whom  he 
was  employed  three  years.  He  then  bought  a  milk 
route  and  engaged  in  the  dairy  business  three  years, 
after  which  he  sold  out  and  worked  for  the  Bene- 
dict &  Burnham  Manufacturing  Co.,  as  caster,  for 
the  same  length  of  time.  He  next  turned  his  at- 
tention to  farming,  near  his  father's  place  on  Bucks 
Hill,  where  he  purchased  a  tract  of  105  acres,  and 
in  connection  with  its  operation  he  carries  on  his 
father's  farm  of  seventy-five  acres.  He  keeps  thir- 
ty cows,  and  is  one  of  the  largest  dairy  and  vege- 
table farmers  in  the  town  of  Waterbury.  He  is 
very  industrious,  enterprising  and  energetic,  and 
!  is  meeting  with  well-deserved  success  in  his  labors. 
I  Mr.  Faber  married  Aliss   Harriet  Scott,  also''  a 

i  native  of  Waterbury,  and  a  daughter  of  ^lerritt  E. 
Scott,  and  they  have  four  children:  Lucy,  Sarah, 
Mabel  and  George.  Politicallv  Mr.  Faber  is  a  sup- 
porter of  the  Democratic  party  and  its  principles, 
but  has  never  been  an  office  seeker.  However,  he 
has  served  since  1880  as  secretary,  treasurer  or 
member  of  the  committee  of  the  Bucks  Hill  school 
district.  He  is  a  prominent  member  of  St.  John's 
Episcopal  Church  of  Waterbury,  in  which  he  is 
serving  as  vestryman,  and  is  a  trustee  of  the  Bucks 
Hill  Union  Chapel,  and  also  Sunday-school  super- 
intendent. He  is  a  charter  member  of  Mad  River 
Grange,  of  which  he  has  been  master  and  member 
of  the  executive  committee,  and  ii  now  the  trustee 
of  the  Grange  hall  and  propertv.  He  is  quite  pop- 
ular  with  the  members  of  that  organization,   and 
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takes  a  deep  iiuertst  in  io  aiVairs.  lie  is  secretary 
and  sexton  of  the  Rucks  Hill  Cenutery  Association. 
Wherever  known  Mr.  Faber  is  held  in  high  regard, 
and  his  friends  are  many. 

GEORCiE  P,.  MUXGER,  a  member  of  the  fimi 
of  Munger  .."t  Son.  and  one  of  the  leading  business 
men  and  prominent  mamifacturers  of  Madison, 
was  born  May  18,  1854.  in  East  River,  \e\v  Haven 
county,  and  is  a  desctndant  of  one  of  the  oldest 
itamilies  of  Xew  England. 

Nicholas  Munger  was  the  first  of  the  name  in 
Guilford.  Emigrating  to  "America  with  William 
Chittenden,  he  left  his  home  at  the  age  of  si.xteen 
years.  Locating  in  Guilford,  he  spent  the  re- 
mainder of  his  life  there,  and  died  in  1668.  He 
was  buried  in  Guilford.  On  June  2,  1639,  he  mar- 
ried Sarah  Halt,  who,  after  his  d'cath.  married 
Dinis  Cramptcn.  To  her  first  marriage  were  born 
two  children.  John  and  Samuel,  of  whom  the  last 
named  married  Sarah  Hand,  and  died  March  5, 
1717. 

John  Munger,  son  of  Xicholas,  was  born  in 
Guilford  April  26,  1640.  and  died  there  Nov.  3, 
1732.  On  June  3,  1684,  he  married  Mary  Everts, 
who  was  born  May  i,  1664.  and  died  in  June,  1734. 
Their  children  were:  (i)  Mary,  born  June  16, 
1685,  died  young;  (2)  John,  born  Aug.  19.  1687, 
married  Oct.  5.  1725,  Deborah  French;  (3)  Mary, 
born  Aug.- 19,  1689.  married  Joshua  Leete.  and  died 
March  18.  1722;  (4)  .-\bigail,  born  Feb.  26,  1691, 
married  Jonathan  Dudley,  and  died  Oct.  23.  1766; 
(5)  Ebenezer  was  born  July  4.  1693;  (6)  Caleb 
was  born  May  16,  16*95;  '"I  Jonathan,  born  April 
14,  1697,  married  Sarah  Graves;  (8)  Josiah.  born 
July  20,  169 — ,  married  Elizabeth  Hubbard,  and 
died  Feb.  21,  1750;  (9)  Rachel  was  born  in  1706. 

Ebenezer  Munger  married,  in  Guilford,  Annie 
Scranton,  who  was  born  Dec.  22,  1693,  and  died 
April  20,  1725.  On  July  7,  1726,  Mr.  IMunger 
married,  for  his  second  wife,  Susanna  Hubbard, 
who  married  for  her  second  husband  Josiah  Cramp- 
ton,  and  died  March  25,  1788.  Ebenezer  Munger 
died  June  29,  1729.  His  children  were:  (i) 
Ebenezer,  born  Sept.  2,  1718,  married  Aim  Lee, 
who  died  June  20,  1793.  (2)  Caleb,  born  Sept.  24, 
1722,  married  Sarah  Stanard,  and  died  Feb.  15, 
1797-  (3)  Reuben  and  (4)  Simeon,  twins,  were 
born  March  28,  1725;  the  latter  died  May  11.  1725. 
Reuben  married  Elizabeth  Dudley.  (5)  Simeon 
(2)   was  born  in  April,  1727. 

SimeonMunger  lived  in  Bergen,  X.  Y..  where 
he  died  March  16,  1815.  On  July  3,  1751,  he  mar- 
ried Sarah  Scranton,  who  was  born  Jan.  26.  1733, 
and  died  Dec.  15,  1815.  Their  children  were  as 
follows:  (  I  I  SimcLin.  born  Dec.  7,  1752,  died  Oct. 
18,  1833;  he  married  Lois  Lyon.  (2)  Josiah  was 
born  Oct.  \C>.  1754.  {3)  Mary,  born  Xov.  3,  1756, 
married  Ar.drmv  f..  Stone,  r.nd  die'I  in  June.  1840. 
(4)  Willis,  burn  F.b.  >>.  1701,  luarrieci  Esther 
Hand,  and  died  June  31,   1S15.      (5)   Mabel,  born 


Dec.   17,   1762,  married  Tinuthy  Grc.vcs,  and  died 
Xov.   19,  1837. 

Josiah  Munger  was  born  Oct.  if),  1754.  in  East 
Guilford,  and  made  his  home  in  his  native  com- 
munity, where  he  was  engaged  in  farming.  He 
was  a  private  in  the  Revolutionary  war,  and  died 
in  August,  1838.  His  first  wife  was  Anne  Lee. 
Hannah  Coe,  his  second  wife,  died  Jan.  14,  1837. 
His  children  were;  (i)  George  was  born  Feb. 
17,  1781  :  (2)  Sarah,  born  Feb.  10,  1784.  died  Jan. 
30,  1816;  (3)  .\nna,  born  March  4,  1792,  married 
Deacon  Josiah  I'rudden.  and  died  in  January,  1820;. 
(4)  Mabel,  burn  Sept.  21.  1802,  luarried  George 
Cram;  (5)  Josiah,  born  Xov.-  3,  1804,  married 
Maria  Fowler,  and  died  Dec.   18,  1863. 

George  Munger,  great-grandfather  of  George- 
B.,  was  an  artist,  and  also  taught  school.  He  died 
in  Madison  June  2,  1822.  On  Dec.  23,  1802.  he 
married  Parnel  Kelsey,  who  was  born  Jan.  21,  1781, 
and  died  Oct.  25.  i860.  She  married  for  her  sec- 
ond husband  Minor  Bradley.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  George 
Munger  were  the  parents  of  the  following  children : 
(  I  )  George  Xicholas,  born  Sept.  22,.  1S03.  is  men- 
tioned below;  (2)  Clarissa,  born  May  20,  1S06,  mar- 
ried Rev.  Milton  Badger,  and  died  Dec.  14,  1889; 
(3)  Caroline,  born  May  15,  1808.  married  Horace 
\\'ashburn;  (4)  Amanda  Ann,  born  Xov.  9,  1813, 
married  Samuel  C,  Chittenden;  (5)  Susan,  born 
March  22,  1821,  died  July  19,  1826. 

George  X'.  Munger,  grandfather  of  George  B., 
was  born  in  Madison,  grew  to  manhood  under  the 
parental  roof,  and  spent  the  greater  part  of  his  life- 
in  X'ew  Haven,  where  his  old  age  was  passed.  For 
a  number  of  years  he  was  engaged  in  making 
mathematical  instruments,  principally  for  college 
use.  He  died  Aug.  i,  1882,  in  East  River,  while 
on  a  visit  to  that  place.  He  was  an  old-time  Whig, 
and  a  man  of  force  and  character.  His  first  wife- 
was  Amy  Merwin,.  whom  he  married  June  2,  1825, 
and  his  second  wife  was  ]\[ary  Merwin.  His  chil- 
dren were:  (i)  Caroline  Amanda,  born  April  5. 
1826,  married  Alfred  X'.  Wilco.x ;  (2)  George,  born 
X'ov.  27,  1827,  is  mentioned  below;  (3)  Susan  A., 
born  ^lay  15,  1829,  died  Aug.  6,  1854;  (4)  Emily, 
born  April  10,  1831,  died  Sept.  2,  1879;  (5)  Edwin 
Miles,  born  March  5,  1833,  died  March  10,  1898; 
(6)  Elizabeth  was  born  Oct.  8,  1836. 

George  Munger,  father  of  George  B.,  was  born 
in  X'ew  Haven,  where  he  attended  the  public  school 
and  also  the  select  school  kept  bv  John  A.  Lovell. 
After  reaching  manhood  he  went  to  East  River  and 
took  up  the  sash  and  blind  business,  in  partner- 
ship with  his  uncle,  Samuel  C.  Chittenden.  In  1859 
Mr.  Munger  removed  to  Xew  Haven,  where  he  w-as 
engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  slates,  globes  and 
school  apparatus.  In  1866  he  located  in  East  River 
and  built  a  plant  for  the  manufacture  of  school 
apparatus,  in  which  important  industry  his  time  has 
since  been  fully  occupied.  He  has  his  son  George  B. 
as  a  partner,  and  they  constitute  the  firm  of  Slun- 
ger  &  Son.     Politically  Mr.  Munger  is  a  Repub- 
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licnn.  I'or  }cars  ho  has  hcL-n  deeply  interested  in 
the  cause  of  education,  and  is  a  member  of  the 
board  of  education.  Fraternally  he  belongs  to  the 
Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows.  He  attends 
the  Congregational  Church.  He  is  one  of  the  best 
known  and  most  highly  respected  men  of  Madison. 

On  Xov.  28,  1850,  Mr.  Munger  was  married 
to  Cornelia  Ives  Jacobs,  daughter  of  William 
Jacobs,  of  Xorth  Haven,  and  they  have  had  two 
children:  Emma  L.,  born  April  5,  1852,  married 
William  T.  Foote,  who  is  engaged  in  business  with 
his  father;  George  Badger  was  born  May  18,  1854. 
Mrs.  George  Munger  is  a  lady  of  refinement,  and 
has  many  warm  friends. 

George  R.  ]\Iunger  was  a  student  in  the  Madison 
schools,  in  Lee's  .\cademy  and  in  a  select  school 
in  New  Haven.  Growing  up  in  business  with  his 
father,  he  has  taken  naturally  to  it,  and  is  a  sub- 
stantial man  in  the  school  supply  industry.  A  genial 
manner  and  a  winning  way  have  made  him  many 
friends,  and  contributed  materially  to  his  success. 
Mr.  Munger  belongs  to  the  Madison  Lodge,  F. 
&  A.  M.,  of  which  he  has  been  past  master.  In 
politics  he  is  a  Republican.  He  has  served  on  the 
board  of  education,  and  represented  the  town  of 
Madison  in  the  State  Legislature  in  1S89.  where 
he  served  on  the  committee  on  Constitutional 
Amendment. 

Mr.  Munger  married  Anna  Bushnell,  who  was 
born  in  Madison,  daughter  of  William  C.  and 
Cynthia  (Griswoldj  Bushnell,  both  of  whom  were 
natives  of  ^ladison.  Mrs.  Munger  is  a  niece  of  the 
well-known  C.  S.  Bushnell,  of  "Monitor"  fame. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Munger  have  had  the  following  chil- 
dren :  George  A.  is  deceased :  Alice  Cornelia  grad- 
uated from  the  high  school  of  Aladison  and  is  now 
attending  Anderson's  Gynniasium  and  School  of 
Music,  at  Xew  Haven ;  Caroline  Washburn  is  a 
student  in  the  local  high  school. 

FREDERICK  A.  SMITH,  the  well-known  and 
popular  superintendent  of  the  Cnited  States  Re- 
claiming Rubber  plant  at  Xaugatuck,  is.  a  native  of 
this  county,  born  in  Southlniry,  April  21,  1863.  a 
son  of  James  Smith,  and  a  grandson  of  Horace  W. 
Smith. 

Horace  W.  Smith  was  a  native  of  ^Middlebury, 
Conn.,  and  there  engaged  in  farming.  He  was 
twice  married.  His  first  wife,  X'ancy  Tyler,  bore 
him  the  following  children :  James,  William  L.. 
Monroe,  Marcia  and  Xancy.  After  the  death  of 
the  mother  of  these  children,  Mr.  Smith  married 
I'.mcline  Thompson,  and  three  children  blessed  this 
union :     Eli  T.,  Thomas  and  Emeline  Hall. 

James  Smith,  father  of  our  subject,  was  born 
in  Middlebury,  grew  to  manhood  in  his  native  town, 
and  was  educated  at  Yale.  In  early  life  he  en- 
gaged in  merchandising  in  Middleburv.  and  later' 
followed  farming  in  Exeter.  X.  Y..  and  also  in  Mid- 
dlebury and  Southhury.  C"nn.  He  died  in  iS(i5. 
His  wife,  who  bore  the  maiden  najne  of  Marv 
74 


C  nrtis.  was  l»jrn  in  E.xeter,  X.  V.,  and  was  a 
daughter  of  .Amos  Curtis.  By  this  union  were 
born  nine  children,  namely :  Floyd  B.,  now  a  con- 
tractor of  Waterhury,  Conn. ;  ^iary  E.,  Sarah  D. 
and  Julia  M.,  all  unmarried:  William  H..  foreman 
I  with  the  Wales  (joodyear  Rubber  Co. ;  George, 
who  died  at  the  age  of  one  year ;  Robert,  who  died 
at  the  age  of  three  years;  Edward  C,  a  contractor 
and  builder  of  Waterbury;  and  Frederick  A.,  of 
this  review. 

Frederick  A.  Smith  was  reared  in  Middlebury 

until  ten  years  of  age,  and  then  came  to  Xauga- 

1  tuck,  where  he  attended  school.     On  the  completion 

I  of  his  education  he  worked  one  year  for  the  Good- 

I  year  India  Rubber  Glove  Co.,  and  was  then  with 

the  Goodyear  Metallic  Rubber  Shoe  Co.  until  1895, 

when  he  accepted  the  position  of  foreman  with  the 

Cnited    States    Reclaiming   Rubber    Co.,    and    has 

since  been  promoted  to  superintendent  of  the  plant. 

He  thoroughly  understands  the  business  in  all  its- 

;  details,  and   is  therefore  well  qualified  to  fill  that 

'  important  position. 

In  1892,  Mr.  Smith  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Airs.  Sadie  (Bristol)  Phelps,  a  native  of  Xauga- 
tuck and  a  daughter  of  B.  H.  Bristol,  and  to  them' 
has  been  born  one  child,  Lucy.  j\lr.  and  Mrs. 
Smith  are  both  active  and  prominent  members  of 
the  Congregational  Church,  where  his  father  served 
as  deacon  for  many  years.  He  is  a  stanch  sup- 
porter of  the  Republican  party.  A  public-spirited 
and  enterprising  citizen,  he  never  withholds  his  sup- 
port from  any  object  which  he  believes  calculated 
to  advance  the  moral  or  material  welfare  of  his 
town  and  county. 

JOHX  L.  RICE,  a  representative  agriculturist 
of  Beacon  Falls,  owns  and  operates  a  fine  farm  of 
190  acres,  pleasantlv  located  only  a  mile  and  ai 
quarter  from  the  village  of  Beacon  Falls.  He 
makes  a  specialty  of  dairy  and  fruit  farming,  and 
his  well-directed  labors  have  been  crowned  with 
success. 

In  the  town  where  he  still  continues  to  reside 
Mr.  Rice  was  born  Oct.  29.  1866.  and  comes  of 
good  old  Revolutionary  stock,  his  great-great- 
grandfather having  served  as  a  captain  in  the  Con- 
tinental army.  His  grandfather.  Reuben  Rice,  was 
a  native  of  Barkhamsted.  Litchfield  Co..  Conn.,  and 
after  his  marriage  located  on  a  farm  in  Colebrook, 
same  county.  There  his  only  child,  .\n;on  B.  Rice, 
father  of  our  subject,  was  born  and  reared.  By 
occupation  he  was  a  farmer,  and  he  also  flealt  in 
wood  and  lumber.  He  was  married  in  Colebrook 
to  }iliss  Hamiah  Dayton,  also  a  native  of  Litchfield 
county,  and  the  tlaughter  of  a  farmer.  Both  were 
active  and  consistent  members  of  the  MethLidist 
Episcopal  Church,  and  in  politics  the  father  wa^  a 
Republican.  In  their  family  were  nine  children, 
namely:  Emma,  .\nson,  Annie,  'Mary,  Richard, 
Albert,  Harriet.  Ida  and  John  L. 

During  his  boyhood  and  youth  our  subject  at- 
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tcndcil  the  [lublic  schrols  of  pjcacon  Falls,  and  when 
his  school  (.lays  were  uvcr  entered  the  employ  of  the 
Home  Woolen  Co.,  at  that  place.    After  the  failure 
of  the  firm  he  remained  with  its  successors  in  the 
same  Iniildintr  for  some  time,  and  also  worked  in 
the  rubber  shop  at  Xaugatuck  at  intervals  for  three   1 
years.     On  Jan.   i,  1S93,  '^^  purchased  his  present   ' 
farm,  and  has  since  devoted  his  energies  to  agri- 
cultural pursuits,  meeting  with  marked  success  in 
the    undertaking.      He    is    extensively    engaged    in 
g-eneral  farming,  dairying  and  fruit  raising,  and  has   1 
the  finest  herd  of  Jersey  cattle  in  the  town.  1 

Mr.  Rice  was  married  Feb.  28,   1893,  to  ^^liss   ' 
Hortense  D.   Bradlev,   a  native  of   Kentucky,   and 
a  daughter  of  Saul  C.  Bradley,  who  was  a  member 
of  the  Union  army  during  the  Civil  war.     To  them 
have  been  born  two  children,  John  W.  and  Ruth  M. 
In  his  political  views  Mr.  Rice  is  an   ardent  Re- 
publican, and  he  is  now  serving  his  third  year  as  se- 
lectman.    He  was  once  the  candidate  of  his  party   j 
lor  representative  to  the  State  Legislature,  and  al-   ; 
though  the  town   is  strongly  Democratic  was   de-   i 
feated  by  only  five  votes,  a  fact  which  plainly  in-   ' 
dicates   his   personal   popularity.      He   is   a   promi- 
nent member  of  the  Patrons  c>f  Husbandry,  and  has 
served  as  treasurer  of  the  local  organization. 

JAMES  A.  McENERXEY.  Few  young  men 
in  this  section  have  displayed  the  enterprise  and 
"business  acumen  which  have  marked  the  career  of 
the  subject  of  this  sketch,  a  leading  druggist  of  An- 
sonia,  and  the  story  of  his  life  will  furnish  a  useful  ^ 
object  lesson  to  an  ambitious  youth.  _    ^: 

Mr.  ]McEnerney  was  born  Nov.  27,  1868,  in 
Derby,  this  county,  and  like  many  of  our  success-  i 
ful  citizens,  has  Irish  blood  in  his  veins.  His  ' 
father,  Patrick  r^IcEnerney,  was  born  in  Ireland  and 
came  to  America  in  early  manhood,  locating  in 
Derbv,  where  he  established  a  prccery  in  1850.  He 
continued  this  business  successfuUv  until  his  death 
in  18S2,  and  although  only  forty-five  years  of  age, 
he  U'as  then  one  of  the  oldest  merchants  in  the 
Jocalitv.  As  an  intelligent  and  public-spirited  citi- 
zen he  took  an  active  part  in  local  affairs,  serving  . 
for  a  number  of  years  as  selectman  and  for  a  time 
■as  first  selectman.  He  married  Ellen  Maguire,  a 
native  of  Xew  York,  who  is  still  living.  They  had 
•eight  children,  of  whom  seven  survive:  John  is 
commissioner  of  the  poor  in  Derby,  where  he  and 
liis  brother.  Edward,  now  conduct  their  father's 
business;  Edward  was  the  next  in  order  of  birth: 
James  A.,  is  the  subject  proper  of  this  sketch :  Will- 
iam is  connected  with  the  General  Electric  -Co.,  of 
Schenectadv :  and  Anna,  Mary  and  Frank  all  re- 
side in  Derby. 

As  a  boy  James  A.  McEnerney  attended  the 
public  schools  of  Derby,  and  on  leaving  the  high 
school  he  took  a  course  in  the  Yale  Business  Col- 
lege. In  1805  i^c  engaged  in  the  drug  business  in 
Derby,  but  during  t!;:-  follov.'ing  year  lie  sold  out 
and    established    another    store    on    Main    Street, 


where  he  remained  two  )ears.  He  then  lo- 
cated at  Xo.  45  Bridge  street,  where  he  has  a  store 
40  feet  deep  by  25  feet  in  width,  and  carries  a  full 
line  of  drugs  and  chemicals,  patent  medicines,  toilet 
articles  and  perfumery. 

In  1896  Mr.  McEnerney  married  ]Miss  Ella 
Stuart,  who  was  born  in  Ansonia,  one  of  the  five 
children  of  James  Stuart,  a  well  known  clock 
maker  of  that  place,  and  they  have  two  children, 
Edward  and  Stuart.  Both  ^,Ir.  McEnerney  and 
his  wife  are  leading  members  of  the  Catholic 
■Church  in  Ansonia,  and  are  popular  in  social  life. 
Fraternally  he  is  connected  with  the  Kinghts  of  St. 
Patrick  of  Xew  Haven;  the  Catholic  Benevolent 
Legion ;  the  American  Order  of  Foresters  and  the 
Independent  Order  of  Foresters,  of  which  he  is 
treasurer;  the  Welcome  Wheel  Club,  of  Ansonia; 
the  Derby  Driving  Club,  of  which  he  was  treasurer 
at  one  time ;  and  the  Derby  Lodge,  B.  P.  O.  E.  He 
is  an  active  member  of  Webster  Hose  Co.,  of.  An- 
sonia, and  was  formerly  a  member  of  the  Board 
of  Trade.  He  has  also  taken  a  prominent  part  in 
local  politics,  being  an  ardent  Democrat  as.  was  his 
father.  For  two  years  he  served  as  tax  collector  in 
Derby  under  appointment  from  Mayor  Sullivan, 
and  in  1897  he  was  elected  councilman  from  his 
ward  to  serve  until  1899. 

DAVID  H.  BEATTIE,  one  of  the  prominent 
residents  of  Leete  Island,  X'ew  Haven  county,  was 
born  Aug.  11,  1865,  in  Xewport.  R.  I.,  a  son  of  John 
and  Mary  (Harrington)  Beattie.  His  father,  who 
for  years  was  one  of  the  best-known  business  men 
in  this  section,  is  mentioned  fully  elserwhere  in  this 
volume. 

Our  subject  received  his  education  in  the  public 
schools,  and  at  the  age  of  sixteen  he  commenced 
to  learn  the  quarry  business  in  his  father's  quarries, 
where  for  the  past  fourteen  years  he  has  been  fore- 
man stone  cutter  and  foreman  quarryman,  noted 
for  his  industry  and  good  management. 

In  .1884,  at  St.  Mary's  Church,  Xew  Haven, 
David  H.  Beattie  was  married  to  Miss  Julia  De- 
lany,  wdio  was  born  at  Kilkenny,  Ireland,  a  daugh- 
ter-of  Dr.  Barry  Delany,  and  niece  of  the  late 
Bishop  Delany,  of  Cork,  Ireland.  To  this  union 
have  been  born  ten  children,  named  as  follows : 
Helen  Regina,  John  Bagwell,  Margaret  Mary, 
David  (deceased  in  infancy),  Irene  Elizabeth,  Jo- 
sephine. Katharine  L'rsula  (deceased  in  infancy), 
David  Bagwell,  Edwin  Ignatius  (deceased  in  in- 
fancy) and  George  Dewey.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Beattie 
and  family  are  all  members  of  the  Catholic  Church. 
Politically  he  is  liberal  in  Iiis  views ;  socially  he  is 
affiliated  with  the  K.  of  C.  of  Branford. 

EMERY  L.  TERRELL,    a    well-known    mer- 
'  chant  of  Beacon  Falls,  where  he  is  also  postmaster, 
is  a  man  whose  sound  common  sense  and  vigorous, 
able  management  of  his  affairs  have  been  import- 
ant factors  in  his  success,  and,  with  his  undoubted 
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